Cornell  University 
Library 


The  original  of  this  book  is  in 
the  Cornell  University  Library. 

There  are  no  known  copyright  restrictions  in 
the  United  States  on  the  use  of  the  text. 


http://www.archive.org/details/cu31924079618777 


Production  Note 

Cornell*  University  Library 
produced  this  volume  to  preserve 
the  informational  content  of  the 
deteriorated  original.   The  best 
available  copy  of  the  original  has 
been  used  to  create  this  digital 
copy.   It  was  scanned  bitonally  at 
600  dots  per  inch  resolution  and 
compressed  prior  to  storage  using 
ITU  Group  4  compression. 
Conversion  of  this  material  to 
digital  files  was  supported  by  the 
Andrew  W.  Mellon  Foundation. 
Digital  file  copyright  by  Cornell 
University  Library  1995. 

In  the  original  print  of  this 
volume  pages  460-462  were  printed  in 
the  wrong  order.  The  order  of  those 
pages  as  they  were  originally 
printed  has  been  retained  in  the 
digitization  process. 

This  volume  has  been  scanned 
as  part  of  The  Making  of  America 
Project,  a  cooperative  endeavor 
undertaken  to  preserve  and  enhance 
access  to  historical  material  from 
the  nineteenth  century. 


THE  GIFT  OF 
.LV^lA/./l^^  

i^..W«A..c^Ji^^ 

K:3Js.l.Hs LlUU-^. 


S" 


THE 


WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION: 


A  COMPILATION  OF  THE 


OFFICIAL    RECORDS 


OF    THE 


UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE  ARMIES. 


PUBMSIIKO    UNDKll   THK    DIKKCTION   OK 

The  Hon.  DAITHIL  S.  IiAMONT,  Secretary  of  'War, 

BY 

Maj.  GEORGE   B.  DAVIS,  U.  S.  A., 
Mb.  LESLIE  J.  PERRY, 
Mr.  JOSEPH  W.  KIRKLEY, 

Board  of  Publication. 


SERIES  I— VOLUME  XLVI— m  THREE  PARTS. 
PART  III-COKRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


Section   1 


WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT    PRINTING    OFFICE. 
1894.      C 


P^RT  IIT.-VOL.   XL^I. 


COKEESPONDENOE,  OKDEES,  AND  EETUKNS  EELATING 
TO  OPERATIONS  IN  NOETHEEN  AND  SOUTHEASTEEN 
VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA,  MAEYLAND,  AND  PENNSYL- 
VANIA, FEOM  MAECH  16,  1865,  TO  JUNE  30,  1865.* 

XJNION"    CORBKSPONX>B:>rCE,    ETC. 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  16, 1865. 

(Eeceived  8.40  p.  m.) 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 
Daily  Dispatch  is  the  only  paper  issued  to-day  in  Eichmond.    It  says : 

The  Dispatch  is  pablished  this  morning  on  half  a  sheet  only,  because  of  tbe  fact 
that  all  of  our  employes,  printers,  reporters,  and  clerks  are  members  of  military 
organizations  and  were  called  out  yesterday  morning  by  the  governor  to  perform 
special  service  for  a  short  time.  But  for  the  kindness  of  a  few  friends  who  are 
exempt  from  service,  and  who  volunteered  their  aid,  the  half  loaf  presented  would 
of  necessity  been  withheld.  In  a  few  days  at  larthest  our  forces  will  return  to  their 
posts,  when  we  hope.to  resume  and  continue  uninterruptedly  our  full-sized  sheet. 

No  other  news. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  16, 1865—10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Nothing  new  this  morning.  No  further  or  very  precise  information 
obtained  of  the  change  of  position  in  enemy's  troops  in  my  front.  I 
think  it  likely  some  troops  have  been  sent  to  hold  the  northern  defenses 
of  Eichmond  against  anticipated  attacks  from  Sheridan. 

Prior  to  moving  this  army  I  desire  to  make  certain  changes  in  the 
troops  at  and  around  City  Point.  I  should  like  to  have  the  Eleventh 
U.  S.  Infantry  at  these  headquarters,  where  I  propose  to  collect  the 
regular  regiments  as  they  return,  and  keep  them  for  provost  duty  and 
as  a  reserve.  There  are  several  fragments  of  regiments — viz,  three  com- 
panies from  Delaware,  a  battalion  from  Maine,  and  one  from  New 
Hampshire — that  have  been  all  winter  at  City  Point  and  with  General 
Benham.  As  these  organizations  are  not  filled  or  likely  to  be  I  pro- 
pose to  attach  them  to  organizations  from  the  same  States.  Of  course 
any  troops  removed  from  City  Point  would  first  be  relieved  by  others. 
I  propose  to  make  that  portion  of  the  garrison  of  City  Point  belonging 
to  this  army  a  detachment  under  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Collis ;  hitherto  they  have  formed  part  of  the  provost  guard  of  this 

•For  Correspondeucej  etc.,  from  January  1,  1865,  to  March  15, 1865,  see  Part  II. 
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army.  They  can  be  returned  through  these  headquarters,  or,  if  deemed 
advisable,  through  your  headquarters.  Please  let  uie  know  if  you  have 
no  objection  to  the  above,  which  are  submitted  because  1  consider  City 
Point  as  only  partially  under  my  command. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  16,  1865.     (Received  11  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Meade  : 

Make  the  changes  you  deem  proper  in  the  garrison  of  City  Point. 
Have  all  the  returns  of  troops  here  sent  to  you.  In  making  changes 
leave  with  General  Patrick  the  regiment  which  he  has  always  had  with 
him.  There  are  two  colored  regiments  at  City  Point,  one  under  the 
quartermaster.  This  I  will  have  retained,  but  the  other  I  will  order 
back  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps.  It  will  be  necessary  to  replace  it  with 
a  battalion. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Navy  Department, 

March  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Baknakd,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

Shall  not  be  with  you  until  Saturday.    Notify  Lieutenaut-General 
Grant. 

G.  V.  FOX, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  16,  1865—2.55  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

(Through  Fifth  Corps  Headquarters.) 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  the  acting  chief 
signal  officer : 

Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  report  has  just  been 
received  from  the  signal  station  at  the  Avery  house : 

"The  enemy  along  the  front  line,  from  the  Crater  to  Fort  Mahone,  have  their  equip- 
ments all  on,  ready  to  move.  No  tents  have  been  struck  to-day.  The  most  of  them 
now  sit  down,  as  if  trying  to  keep  out  of  sight." 

CHAS.  HERZOG, 
Firat  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  V.  S.  Army. 

General  Parke  is  here,  and  has  seen  the  above  report. 

CHAS.  E.  PEASE, 
A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Plank  Road  Signal  Station, 

March  16,  1865—9  a.  m. 
Oapt.  J.  0.  Paine: 

At  8.30  a.  m.  about  400  of  the  enemy  commenced  moving  from  works 
extending  from  Fort  Mahone  a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  plank 


CHAP.LVm.]  COEEESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  5 

road,  about  100  of  tliem  moving  left  toward  large  fort,  200  of  them 
toward  the  picket-line  at  different  points  along  our  front,  and  the  other 
100  still  remaining  in  line  in  rear  of  works  northwest  from  station. 
The  wind  blows  so  hard  as  to  prevent  me  from  telling  whether  there 
has  been  any  change  in  the  forces  garrisoning  their  front  line. 

A.  K.  C|AKOTHEKS], 

Sergeant. 


Plank  Road  Signal  Station, 

March  16,  1865—5  p.  m. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Paine  : 

The  enemy  opened  on  a  working  party  in  vicinity  of  Battery  23,  at  9.30 
and  10.10  a.  m.,  from  Fort  Mahone  and  next  battery  to  its  left,  throwing 
about  twenty  shots.  The  firing  developed  their  force  in  our  front, 
which  is  much  less  (probably  one-third)  than  the  force  occupying  the 
lines  yesterday.  This  diminution  extends  from  plank  road  as  far  left 
as  yellow  house  battery.  Men  reported  moving  toward  picket-line  in 
report  of  9  a.  n».,  proved  to  be  reliefs;  those  relieved  moving  back  and 
scattering  in  works  along  our  front.  The  enemy's  picket  is  a  strong 
one,  the  men  forming  it  having  full  marching  equipments,  including 
knapsacks;  the  latter  not  worn  as  a  general  thing  by  their  reliefs. 
Small  parties  were  drilling  at  different  points  during  the  day.  The 
wind  has  prevented  making  any  correct  observations  further  left  than 
the  lead-works.  Some  movement  of  troops  was  visible  in  the  vicinity 
of  large  fort  at  1  p.  m.,  but  could  not  distinguish  their  numbers  or 
what  they  were  doing. 

A.  K.  CAROTHERS, 

Sergeant. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  52.  i  City  Point,  Va.,  March  16,  1865. 

II.  The  Tenth  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  relieved  from  duty 
at  City  Point,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Army  of  the  James 
and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  B.  O.  C.  Ord  for  orders.  The  quartermaster's 
department  will  furnish  necessary  transportation. 

•  «*«*•« 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  12.  ]  March  16, 1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  R.  Patrick,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty 
as  provost-marshal-general  of  this  army. 

II.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  N.  Macy,  colonel  Twentieth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  is  announced  as  provost-marshal-general  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  will  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-Geiieral  Meade: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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riKADQTIARTKKS   SECOND   AEMY   OOKPS, 

March  16,  1865—11.33  a.  m. 
Maior-Geiieral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Some  deserters  from  Hoffman's  brigade  (formerly  Pegram's),  Walk- 
er's division  (formerly  Pegram's),  report  that  General  Buslirod  Johnson 
rode  along  their  ])icket-line  yesterday,  and  that  when  they  left  camp 
day  before  yesterday  it  was  expected  their  brigade  would  move  to  the 
intrenchments  near  Petersburg  on  the  following  day. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


REAnCJTIARTER.S    ARMY    OF   THE    POTOMAC, 

March  16,  1865—12  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  Secretary  of  War  with  a  party  leave  City  Point  for  these  head- 
quarters at  12  to-day.  I  shall  propose  ^o  him  to  witness  a  review  of 
the  Fifth  Cori)s  at  2.30  p.  m.  near  the  Cummings  house.  If  he  accedes 
the  party  will  be  carried  there  by  rail.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  you 
and  such  ol  your  officers  as  you  choose  to  bring  with  you  either  at  these 
headquarters  at  1  j).  m.  or  on  the  review  ground  at  2.30  p.  m. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
(Same  to  Major-Generals  Wright  and  Parke.) 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  16,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
We  have  a  deserter  from  Wallace's  brigade,  of  Buslirod  Johnson's 
division,  picketing  on  the  other  side  of  Hatcher's  llun.  He  says  they 
began  picketing  there  yesterday  morning  and  completed  relieving  the 
pickets  of  Gordon's  corps  this  morning.  Johnson's  division  was  to  have 
completed  the  exchange  of  position  with  Walker's  division  to-day.  If, 
however,  Buslirod  Johnson's  division  is  as  strong  as  he  represents  it 
it  would  take  two  of  Gordon's  divisions  to  occupy  the  same  line. 

A.  A.  HUJIPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  16,  1865—7.30  a.  m. 

General  Warren, 

Fifth  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  deems  it  proper  to  caution  you 
against  permitting  too  large  a  number  of  the  officers  or  men  of  your 
corps  to  attend  the  races  to-morrow.  The  attitude  assumed  by  the 
enemy  during  the  past  few  days  requires  watchfulness  on  our  part  and 
does  not  permit  of  any  relaxation  in  the  vigilance  now  required.  Corps 
commanders  will  also  see,  through  their  provost-marshals,  that  no 
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improper  use  of  public  animals  is  made  by  oflBcers  or  men  visiting  the 
race-course.  Tbe  commanding  ofiBcer  of  the  cavalry  division  will  take 
especial  pains  to  prevent  any  abuses  of  the  animals  of  his  command  by 
the  enlisted  men 

ALEX.  S    WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  General  Parke,  Ninth  Corps,  General  "Wright,  Sixth  Corps, 
General  Davies,  Cavalry  Division.) 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  16, 1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Etjggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  front  during  tlie  past 
twenty-four  hours. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major -General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  16, 1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  one  rebel  deserter  just  received — name, 
EmilLeath.  Hebelongs  to  Graham's  four-gun  battery  of  horse  artillery; 
has  been  stationed  at  Stony  Creek,  but  is  now  on  the  march  to  Roney's 
Mill,  where  it  is  to  go  into  camp.  Three  brigades  of  Lee's  cavalry  are 
with  the  battery;  all  going  into  camp  between  Roney's  Mill  and  Din- 
widdle Court-House.  This  deserter  thinks  the  rebel  troops  more 
demoralized  than  ever  before.  They  will  fight,  but  not  so  well  as  here- 
tofore. He  knows  of  no  movement  of  troops  except  as  above;  has 
heard  nothing  definite  of  Sherman ;  rumors  very  contradictory. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  16, 1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Three  deserters  have  just  arrived — one  Forty  ninth  Virginia  Infantry, 
and  two  Fifty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry,  all  of  Colonel  Kasey's  brigade. 
Walker's  division,  Gordon's  corps.  They  report  that  Gordon's  corps 
has  been  moved  to  the  front  of  Petersburg  and  its  place  supplied  by 
Bushrod  Johnson's  division.  They  report  the  rebel  soldiers  as  very 
disconsolate,  and  many  of  the  officers  have  lost  confidence.  A  guard 
is  now  kept  in  the  rear  of  the  rebel  troops  to  prevent  desertions  to  the 
rear.  These  men  will  be  forwarded  immediately  to  army  headquarters. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K,  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers 
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General  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  16.  \  March  16,  1865. 

The  corps  -will  be  formed  for  review  on  the  ground  near  Humphreys' 
Station,  leaving  camp  at  1  p.  m.,  or  as  soon  after  as  practicable.  The 
First  Division  will  be  formed  on  the  ground  it  occupied  on  the  prelim- 
inary review  of  the  14th  and  in  the  same  manner.  The  Second  and 
Third  Divisions  will  form  on  the  same  line  occupied  bytheThirdDiyis- 
ion  at  that  time,  the  Second  Division  being  on  the  right  of  the  Third. 
The  formation  will  be  by  battalions  en  masse.  The  honorable  Secretary 
of  War  will  be  present. 
Bv  command  of  Maior-General  Warren : 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjuttint- General. 

P.  S.— Bach  division  will  turn  out  its  pioneers  in  fiill  marching  order, 
with  their  tools. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  16, 1865.    (Eeceived  11.15  a.  m.) 
Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  lias  transpired 
on  the  lines  of  this  corps  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.    One  man 
from  the  Tenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  deserted  to  the  enemy. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
March  16, 1865—10.20  p.  m.     (Eeceived  10.30  p.  ni.) 
Major-General  Webb: 

Two  deserters  from  Scales'  brigade  report  that  no  movements  of 
troops  have  taken  place  of  late,  except  the  exchange  of  Pegram's  for 
Johnson's  division ;  that  Eodes'  division  went  to  North  Carolina  about 
a  week  ago  and  Pickett's  to  meet  Sheridan,  being  replaced  by  Mahone's ; 
that  Sherman  was  in  Fayetteville  some  days  ago ;  that  the  rebel  troops 
are  concentrating  at  Ealeigh,  where  they  expect  a  fight,  and  that  an 
engagement  took  [place]  about  ten  miles  from  Ealeigh  yesterday,  in 
which  our  forces  were  thrashed.  No  details  given  as  to  the  forces 
engaged,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  cavalry  affair  only.  Two 
batteries  removed  from  the  left  of  their  line  to  accompany  the  troops 
which  went  off,  but  know  of  none  other  being  withdrawn. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  16,  1865.     (Eeceived  9.55  a.  m.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

No  further  demonstrations  were  made  on  our  lines  since  the  report 
of  yesterday.    Nothing  definite  or  positive  has  been  arrived  at  in  refer- 
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ence  to  relieving  the  force  on  our  front.  The  work  on  the  rear  line  is 
progressing  well.  No  deserters  have  as  yet  been  reported  to  these 
headquarters. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  16, 1865.     (Eeceived  3.35  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  just  received: 

Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  16,  1865. 
Major-General  Pakke: 

Have  seen  General  Hartranft  and  Bent  to  General  Willcox.  General  Hartranft 
thinks  the  disturbance  in  the  enemy's  lines  is  about  over.  He  does  not  think  they 
mean  anything  aggressive.  They  were  under  arms  for  some  purpose  and  seemed  to 
be  awaiting  something.  No  tents  struck.  No  more  men  apparent  than  yesterday. 
Lieutenant  Wardwell,  just  returned  from  Avery's  house,  agrees  with  this. 

J.  L.  VAN  BUREN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  ^c. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
March  16, 1865.    (Eeceived  10.20  a.  m.) 
Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Mdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Nothing  worthy  of  mention  has  occurred  on  my  lines. 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  Jr., 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  16, 1865—8.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
The  Blackwater,  a  branch  of  the  Chowan,  I  am  informed  cannot  be 
forded  except  near  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Cavalry  would  have  to 
have  a  ferry  or  pontoons.  The  ferry  is  destroyed ;  hence  a  dash  can't 
be  made  now.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  telegraph  to  Yorktown  that  a 
boat  may  be  sent  up,  notifying  Sumner? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  16, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

You  can  send  a  dispatch  to  Fort  Monroe  and  Norfolk  directing  that 
when  Sumner  reaches  there  he  will  come  on  up  the  river  without 
debarking  his  troops.  I  think  he  will  not  leave  White  House  earlier 
than  to-morrow  noon.    Last  night  Sheridan  had  not  reached  there. 

U.  8.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Fields  March  16,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
General  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

City  Point : 
Deserters  from  Barton's  brigade  say  there  were  rumors  in  camp  that 
part  of  Pickett's  [division  |  went  on  Sunday  toward  Lynchburg,  where 
Sheridan  had  cut  the  canal,  and  another  portion  went  to  Hanover 
Junction  and  had  a  fight  with  some  of  Sheridan's  command.  Heard 
that  T»ickett  was  driven  back.    Don't  know  the  day  the  fight  occurred. 

E.  O,  C.  ORD, 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

March  16, 1865.     (Received  11.15  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point,  Va.  : 

Twenty-five  deserters  have  come  in  since  yesterday.    They  report 

that  Harris'  brigade,  Mahone's  division,  has  returned  to  our  front,  near 

Howlett's  house,   and  that  Grimes'  division  has  relieved  Johnson's 

division  on  lines  at  Petersburg,  Johnson  going  to  their  extreme  right. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding, 


Hbadqttarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  16,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Army  of  the  James  : 
Secretary  Stanton  is  here. 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  ^     Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  75.  )  Before  Richmond,  Ya.,  March  16, 1865. 

1.  Maj.  R.  S.  Davis,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  at  these  headquarters,  and  will  report  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  armies  at  City  Point  for  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

THEODORE  READ, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Circular,  ^  Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  12.     )  Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  16, 1865. 

Organization  and  rules  for  the  provost-marshal's  department,  Army 
of  the  James : 

The  provost-marshal-general  for  the  Army  of  the  James  will  be  on 
the  staff  of  the  general  commanding  tlie  Army  of  the  James  with  the 
rank  of  a  field  officer,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
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Each  corps  shall  have  a  provost-marshal  who  shall  be  on  the  staff  of 
the  general  commanding  the  corps,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
as  such.  His  rank  shall  be  that  of  a  field  oflBcer,  if  i>racticable;  other- 
wise, that  of  a  captain. 

Each  division  shall  have  a  provost-marshal,  with  the  rank  of  captain, 
who  shall  be  on  the  staff  of  the  general  commanding  the  division,  and 
will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

Brigades  will  not  be  allowed  provost-marshals.  All  prisoners  of  war 
or  deserters  coming  within  the  lines  will  be  forwarded  without  delay 
to  the  corps  provost-marshals,  and  will  be  forwarded  by  corps  provost- 
marshals  to  headquarters  Army  of  the  James. 

Corps  provost-marshals  shall  make  and  keep  a  register  of  all  sutlers, 
sutler's  employes,  and  civilians  doing  business  within  their  respective 
corps,  and  shall  as  soon  as  made  forward  a  transcript  of  the  same  to 
the  provost-marshal-general  Army  of  the  James. 

The  provost-marshal-general  Army  of  the  Jameg  shall  make  and  keep 
a  registry  of  all  sutlers,  sutler's  employes,  purveyors,  and  civilians 
doing  business  within  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  shall  forward  a 
transcript  of  the  same  to  the  provost-marshal-general  of  the  depart- 
ment as  soon  as  made. 

The  commanding  officer  of  each  corps,  division,  and  brigade  can 
select  a  sutler,  or  registered  sutler's  clerk,  to  provide  for  commissioned 
officers,  upon  their  orders,  such  goods  as  are  not  upon  the  Wilson  bill. 
Liquors  of  all  kinds  excepted. 

Corps  and  division  commanders  may,  if  they  desire,  select  purveyors 
for  their  headquarters  other  than  sutlers  and  sutler's  clerks,  who  shall 
have  equal  rights  with  regularly  appointed  regimental  sutlers  and  be 
governed  by  the  same  rules. 

All  permits  to  do  business  within  the  Army  of  the  James  (sutlers 
excepted)  shall  be  obtained  from  the  provost-marshal-general  Army  of 
the  James.  Sutler's  goods  must  be  brought  to  the  army  on  private 
vessels.  The  invoices  on  which  they  are  brought  must  be  on  printed 
forms,  approved  by  regimental  commanders,  and  forwarded  through 
intermediate  commanders  to  the  provost-marshal-general  Army  of  the 
James,  if  within  that  army;  otherwise,  to  the  provost-marshal- general 
of  the  department,  at  Fort  Monroe. 

All  passes  to  leave  the  Army  of  the  James  must  be  given  by  Major- 
General  Ord  or  the  provost-marshal-general  Army  of  the  James.  These 
passes  will  be  visaed  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  if  they  are  to  go  out  of 
the  department  must  be  visaed  at  Fort  Monroe. '  All  passes  will  be  exam- 
ined by  the  officer  of  the  mail-boats,  of  which  there  shall  be  one,  with  a 
sufficient  guard  accompanying  each  boat. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  16, 1865— 3.45  p.  m. 
General  Read, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Artillery  firing  is  heard  from  here  in  the  direction  of  Long  Bridge, 
on  the  Chickahominy.  Direct  Colonel  West  to  take  his  calvary  force, 
leaving  enough  to  relieve  the  present  picket-line, ,  with  three  days' 
rations,  and  move  at  once  down  along  the  Chickahominy,  keeping  his 
left  flank  well  covered,  and  communicate  with  any  force  of  General 
Sheridan's  which  may  be  on  the  north  side  of  that  river.    He  will  have 
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couriers  to  send  back  with  information  as  soon  as  the  cause  of  firing  is 
known.  Take  axes  to  make  a  raft  or  temporary  bridge  if  one  should 
be  found  necessary.  Direct  forage  to  follow  the  command  if  he  has 
none  issued.    Leave  an  escort  for  the  forage  and  start  at  once. 

E.  O.  (J.  OED, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  16,  1865 — i.50  p.  m. 
Colonel  West, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 
You  will  march  at  once  with  your  cavalry  force,  leaving  only  enough 
to  relieve  your  picket-line,  and  taking  with  you  three  days'  rations, 
down  along  the  Chickahominy,  keeping  your  left  flank  well  covered,  and 
communicate  with  any  force  of  Sheridan's  which  may  be  on  the  north 
side  of  that  river.  You  will  send  couriers  back  with  information  as 
soon  as  the  cause  of  firing  is  known  to  you.  Take  axes  to  make  a  raft 
or  temporary  bridge  if  one  should  be  found  necessary.  Direct  forage 
to  follow  the  command  if  you  have  none  issued.  Leave  an  escort  for 
the  forage  and  start  at  once.  Eeport  the  receipt  of  this  order  and 
also  when  you  move. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ord: 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavai,ry, 
March  16, 1865.    (Received  5.45  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Read  : 

Dispatch  received.    Everything  will  be  ready  in  a  few  minutes;  w  '11 
telegraph  you  when  we  start.    Have  had  no  report  of  any  firing  from 
the  picket-line;  will  learn  as  I  go  out,  if  not  before,  and  send  back 
word.    This  order  to  move  received  4.55. 
Respectfully, 

ROB.  M.  WEST, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
March  16, 1865.    (Received  6.30  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Read, 

Chief  oj  Staff: 

The  column  is  now  moving  down  the  New  Market  road.    I  start  at 
once. 

ROB.  M.  WEST, 

Colonel,  i&c. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  16,  1865 — 10.40  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Eastern  District  of  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  Va.: 
When  Colonel  Sumner  reaches  Norfolk  with  his  cavalry  regiment 
order  him  to  come  on  up  the  river  without  debarkinsr.    He  will  nrnh. 
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ably  not  reach  Norfolk  before  to  morrow,  aud  if  possible  he  will  be 
stopped  at  Fort  Monroe.  He  had  been  ordered  from  tlie  White  House 
to  Norfolk. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord: 

THEODORE  EEAD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  16,  1865—10.40  a.  m. 
Colonel  Roberts, 

Commanding  Fort  Monroe: 
Try  and  stop  Colonel  Sumner  as  he  comes  down  from  the  York  River 
on  transports  with  his  regiment,  and  direct  him  to  come  on  up  the  river 
without  going  to  Norfolk,  as  previously  ordered.  He  will  probably  not 
be  down  before  to-morrow,  when  you  can  send  out  a  tug  and  if  possible 
intercept  him. 

By  command  Major-General  Ord : 

THEODORE  READ, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


White  House,  Va,,  March  16, 1865—13  m. 

(Received  7.45  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point,  Va. : 
Scouts  sent  out  last  night  returned  this  morning,  saying  they  went 
to  within  four  miles  of  Hanover  Court-House  and  conversed  with  the 
people  in  that  vicinity,  and  all  report  a  fight  yesterday  in  vicinity  of 
Ashland  Station,  though  they  say  Sheridan  had  not  crossed  the  South 
Anna.  The  people  say  Pickett's  division  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry 
went  to  Ashland  to  oppose  Sheridan.  The  cavalry  has  gone  out  again 
to-day,  and  will  go  .is  far  as  Bottom's  Bridge.  No  other  information 
known.  The  steamer  with  this  goes  to  Fort  Monroe  for  stores  for  the 
steam-boats,  aud  will  bring  back  any  dispatches  for  us. 

BABCOCK, 
JAeutenant-  Colonel. 

Handed  to  me  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock,  of  Lieutenant-General 
Grant's  staii'. 

JESSE  J.  UNDERBILL, 
Capt.  and  Actg.  Asst.  Quartermaster  to  General  Koberts'  Brigade. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  16,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock, 

White  House: 
(Care  of  Captain  James,  quartermaster.  Fort  Monroe.^ 
Your  dispatch  received.  I  sent  orders  for  Colonel  Roberts  to  return 
if  Sheridan  does  not  arrive  by  Saturday.  Of  course  this  does  not 
apply  if  Sheridan  is  heard  from  and  it  is  known  that  he  is  going  to 
White  House.  Dispatches  are  received  from  Sherman  himself  from 
Fayetteville.    All  was  well  with  him. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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White  House,  Va.,  March  16, 1865 — 7.15  p.  m. 

(Received  10.55  a.  m.  17th.) 
Geueral  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Two  scouts  from  Sheridan  just  iu  and  bring  dispatches.  They  say 
he  has  some  over  2,000  negroes  and  a  number  of  captured  wagons. 
His  horses  are  in  good  condition,  but  footsore.  I  have  telegraphed 
from  Yorktown  for  jilank  to  yjlank  the  railroad  bridge  here.  It  is  ready 
for  planking.  Scouts  say  the  advance  will  be  here  in  the  morning. 
Please  telegraph  Captain  James,  at  Fort  Monroe,  to  send  the  plank  at 
once. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Mangohiok  Ohuech,  Va.,  March  16,  1863. 

(Received  9.15  p.  m.  17th,) 
Lientenant-General  Grant: 

General  :  After  my  dispatch  of  yesterday*  all  but  Colonel  Penning- 
ton's brigade,  of  Custer's  division,  was  withdrawn  to  the  north  side  of  the 
South  Anna,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  commanding  the  First 
Michigan  Cavalry,  who  was  at  Hanover  Court-House,  was  also  with- 
drawn. Colonel  Pennington  was  then  directed  to  send  forward  from 
Ashland  and  develop  the  position  of  the  enemy,  who  was  found  occu- 
pying the  line  of  the  north  fork  of  the  Chickahominy  near  Ryall's  mill- 
pond.  Both  cavalry  and  infantry  were  here  encountered,  and  the  fol- 
lowing additional  information  obtained  in  reference  to  the  infantry 
force  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday:  The  adjutant  of  the 
Fifteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  who  was  captured  yesterday,  says  that 
Long-street's  corps  marched  out  from  Richmond.  This  is  also  stated 
by  a  colored  man  who  came  out  from  Richmond  with  Pickett's  division. 
After  obtaining  the  above  information  I  withdrew  Pennington's  bri- 
gade and  crossed  my  command  to  the  north  side  of  the  North  Anna 
River.  The  enemy  advanced  with  four  regiments  as  far  as  Ashland 
after  Pennington  withdrew,  and  about  seventy-flve  men  to  the  South 
Anna.  I  left  two  scouts  in  Ashland  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  They  report  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  at  the  Chickahominy, 
and  that  four  regiments  [went]  to  Ashland  and  seventy-flve  men  to  the 
South  Anna  River.  Five  railroad  bridges  over  the  North  and  South 
Anna  and  Little  Rivers  were  totally  destroyed ;  also  the  trestle-work 
over  Sexton's  Swamp  at  the  Junction.  In  the  reconnaissance  made  by 
the  First  Connecticut  Cavalry,  of  Pennington's  brigade,  Third  Division, 
we  lost  1  officer  killed  and  1  officer  and  7  men  wounded.  I  made  a 
short  march  to-day,  as  our  horses  are  very  tired;  most  of  them,  how- 
ever, are  looking  well.  The  majority  of  the  horses  lost  was  owing  to 
the  hoof  rot  caused  by  the  mud.  The  roads  since  we  reached  Beaver 
Dam  are  very  good,  the  roads  being  sandy.  The  column  is  encumbered 
by  about  2,000  negroes.  They  have,  however,  rendered  great  assistance 
to  our  wagon  trains  on  the  bad  roads  we  have  had  to  pass  over.  They 
have  also  helped  to  consume  the  supplies  of  the  country,  which  were 
abundant  along  the  James  River.  We  have  not  been  pinched  for  food 
or  forage  up  to  the  present  time,  although  we  have  only  had  of  our  own 
supplies  coffee,  sugar,  and  salt  for  sixteen  days. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-Qeneral. 

«  See  Part  II,  p.  993. 
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Mangohick  Church,  March  16,  1865. 
Col.  Obville  E.  Babcock: 

Colonel  :  Information  that  seems  to  be  reliable  reached  ine  this 
eveuiiig  that  Lougstreet  marched  all  last  night  and  arrived  with  Pick- 
ett's division  at  Peake's  Turnout,  near  Hanover  Court- House,  and  on 
the  road  to  the  White  House.  There  is  not  much  doubt  but  that  Long- 
street,  with  two  divisions  and  two  battalions  of  artillery,  marched  out 
from  Richmond  to  meet  me,  and  the  indications  from  all  night's  march 
last  night  are  that  they  Avill  try  to  prevent  my  crossing  at  the  White 
House.  I  will  march  to-morrow  morning  to  Aylett's,  near  Dunkirk, 
and  will  open  communication  with  you.  The  enemy  can  get  to  the 
White  House  before  I  can,  in  which  case  let  the  provisions  and  forage 
drop  down  to  West  Point  under  charge  of  one  gun-boat.  Let  the 
other  two  remain  at  White  House  until  we  can  settle  the  affair.  Should 
they  get  the  crossing  at  the  White  House  I  can  cross  the  Mattapony 
and  get  rid  of  my  2,000  negroes  and  other  debris  at  West  Point.  I 
think  that  the  enemy  will  risk  greatly  at  Petersburg  to  keep  me  from 
getting  to  the  south  side.  It  is  possible  that  my  information  may  be 
incorrect,  so  do  not  leave  the  White  House  with  anything  until  it  is 
verified. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  13.  )  Mangohick  Ghutch,  March  16, 1865. 

I.  The  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m.  to  Aylett's  Station, 
in  the  following  order,  viz:  First,  First  Division;  second,  wagon  train; 
third.  Third  Cavalry  Division. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt : 

J.  SPREADBURT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

Mangohick  Church,  Va.,  March  16,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Custer, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division  : 

General:  You  will  detail  fifty  picked  men  and  horses,  with  one 
commissioned  officer,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  White  House. 
The  detail  will  report  to  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Forsyth,  chief  of 
staflf,  army  headquarters,  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  SPREADBURY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  16, 1865. 
General  Custer: 

It  is  important  that  the  force  ordered  to  Hanovertown  Ferry  in  ver- 
bal message  by  Captain  Cooley,  aide-de-camp,  make  the  reconnaissance 
to  that  point  as  soon  as  possible  and  report  promptly.    As  soon  as  you 
receive  the  report  send  it  to  these  headquarters  at  once. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Winchester,  Va.,  March  16,  1865. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  anomalous  position  occupied  here  by  General  Emory  is  a  con- 
stant source  of  embarrassment  to  me.  The  organization  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Corps  is  still  kept  complete,  only  one  division  being  here. 
The  transportation  of  the  division  absent  is  held  intact  at  Frederick, 
If  his  corps  is  not  to  be  reunited  here  or  elsewhere  1  should  feel  free 
to  make  such  assignment  of  his  troops  and  himself  as  the  interest  of 
the  service  may  seem  to  demand.  I  contemplate  taking  a  majority  of 
the  troops  so  long  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  replacing 
them  with  other  troops,  and  in  this  arrangment  might  use  General 
Emory  and  part  of  his  troops,  but  it  would  interfere  with  the  corps 
organization.  Eecent  investigations,  through  inspections,  exhibit  a 
complete  lack  of  discipline  in  some  of  the  organizations  on  the  rail- 
road, and  I  wish  to  put  them  where  they  will  be  properly  disciplined 
and  instructed. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  16,  1865—2.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Wirichester,  Va.  : 
General  Grant's  attention  was  some  time  ago  called  to  the  condition 
of  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  but  he  was  not  then  ready  to  make  any  change. 
Your  dispatch  will  be  sent  to  him. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


WiNCHESTEK,  Va.,  March  16, 1865. 

(Received  12  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augtjb, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washingto7i: 
Colonel  Thompson,  First  New  Hampshire  Cavalry,  with  about  sixty 
men  (mounted)  start  for  Muddy  Branch  to-day  to  report  to  you.   About 
the  same  number  leaves  Remount  Camp  to-day  to  report  to  you.    Will 
you  send  the  Delaware  cavalry  to  report  to  General  Tyler? 
Yours, 

A.  T.  A.  TORBERT, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Comdg.  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division. 


U.  S.  S.  Don,  Saint  Inigoes,  Md.,  March  16,  1865. 

(Received  10.10  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Auguk,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. : 

With  the  home  guards  and  Mosby's    guerrillas  the  rebels  on  the 

Northern  Neck  now  number  about  800,  most  of  whom  are  mounted. 

By  lauding  a  large  cavalry  force  at  Belle  Plain  these  fellows  could  all 

be  captured,    I  have  now  a  sufficient  force  of  gun-boats  to  encircle  the 
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whole  Neck  from  Belle  Plain,  ou  the  Potomac,  to  Port  Eoyal,  on  the 
Kappahannock,  at  distances  apart  of  fifteen  miles,  and  can  send  a 
co-operating  force  ashore  also.     Please  answer. 

P.  A.  PAKKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  B.  C,  March  16,  1865.  . 

Commander  F.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Saint  Inigoes,  Md. : 
My  cavalry  have  just  returned  from  a  long  scout,  and  it  will  be  some 
days  before  they  can  go  out  again.     I  hope  to  be  able  to  act  with  you 
by  the  first  of  next  week. 
KespectfuUy, 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-  General. 


YoRKTOWN,  March  16,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Commander  F.  A,  Parker, 

Saint  Inigoes,  Md.: 
General   Roberts   occupied   White  House   14th   instant.     Was  in- 
trenched.   Sheridan  had  not  arrived  at  V2  yesterday.     Ilis  camp  fires 
in  sight.    Pamunkey  is  patrolled  by  army  gun-boats  Mosswood  and 
Jesup. 

PETER  HAYES, 

U.  8.  Navy, 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  16,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Torbbrt, 

Chief  of  Cavalry : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  send 
to  night  a  scouting  party  up  the  Valley  as  far  as  Woodstock  .or  Edin- 
burg,  by  such  roads  as  you  may  think  proper;  also,  a  detail  of  fifty 
men  for  special  service,  to  be  ready  to  move  at  G  p.  m.  to-day,  the 
otticer  commanding  the  detail  to  report  for  instructions  at  these  head- 
quarters at  (i  ]).  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Beverly,  W.  Va.,  March  16, 1865. 

Colonel  Wilkinson, 

Clarksburg : 
A  deserter  just  in  reports  that  all  the  rebel  force  about  Crab  Bottom 
and  vicinity  were  ordered  out  to  oppose  Sheridan  and  haVe  not  returned 
vet.     I  have  scouts  all  through  that  country. 
^  W.  H.  ENOCHS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

9.   -p    -a VOT.   VT.VT.  PT    TIT 
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White  House,  March  17, 1865 — 3  p.  m. 
General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Stuff: 
General:  Captains  Moore  and  Allen  of  General  Sheridan's  staff 
came  in  this  morning.  The  general  inarched  from  Mangohick  church 
this  morning.  His  advance  will  be  within  twelve  miles  to-night.  I 
send  his  dispatch*  by  Colonel  Dent,  who  will  telegraph  it  from  York- 
town.  We  have  sent  a  squadron  of  cavalry  to  New  Castle  to-day  to 
see  if  they  can  hear  from  Longstreet.  They  have  been  gone  some  five 
hours  and  sent  in  no  report  yet.  We  have  several  gun-boats  now  and 
shall  give  them  a  handsome  fight  if  they  come  here  before  General 
Sheridan.  General  Sheridan  has  directed  me  what  to  do  in  case  of  an 
attack.  Hudson  has  not  returned  yet.  Dent  brings  all  of  Sheridan's 
dispatches.  I  will  see  tlie  general  and  then  join  you  as  soon  as  possible. 
Sheridan  sends  me  word  that  he  has  plenty  oi"  supplies  in  case  of  trouble. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

P.  S. — Have  just  received  note  from  General  Sheridan.  He  will  camp 
at  King  William  Court-House  to-night,  ten  miles  from  here.  His  note 
was  written  10  a.  m.  17th.  He  has  no  further  information  about  Long- 
street. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


YoRKTOWN,  March  17,  1865.     (Received  9.35  p.  m.) 
GeneralJ.  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff : 
Sheridan  will  be  in  early  to-morrow  morning  at  White  House.  Our 
scouts,  up  as  far  as  Pipingtree,  were  not  able  to  find  Longstreet.  Think 
be  has  gone  back,  but  are  on  the  watch  for  him.  A  cavalry  scout  to 
New  Kent  Court-House  this  morning  ran  Into  a  rebel  scouting  party. 
We  had  two  men  wounded.  Killed  one  private;  wounded  and  cap- 
tured a  sergeant-major  of  the  rebels.  Colonel  Babcock  will  leave  as 
soon  a^  General  Sheridan  comes  in.  Will  bring  the  staff  oflBcer  of 
Sheridan's  directed  with  him. 

F.  T.  DENT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  17,  1865—10  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Provost- marshal-general  reports  thirty-nine  deserters  yesterday; 
cori)s  commanders  report  thirteen  this  morning.  No  movements  are 
reported  but  the  relief  of  Johnson,  though  one  man  says  he  heard 
Xtodes'  division  had  gone  to  North  Carolina. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 

'  See  p.  15. 
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Mabch  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Twenty-one  deserters  from  the  enemy  have  been  forwarded,  to  this 
ofiBce  up  to  1  p.  m.  to-day. 

•  «•**«# 

Prom  their  statements,  which  are  somewhat  contradictory,  the  fol- 
lowing is  understood  to  be  the  present  position  of  the  rebel  army  south 
of  the  Appomattox: 

A.  P.  Hill's  corps:  Hill  sick  and  Heth  in  command  of  corps.  All  of 
Heth's  and  "Wilcox's  divisions  in  line  from  the  Wilcox  house  to  Burgess' 
Mills.  Thomas'  brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division,  is  now  on  the  left  of 
Scales'  and  left  (enemy's  left)  of  the  division.  Mahone's  division  in 
Pickett's  old  position  north  of  the  Appomattox. 

Gordon's  corps:  Evans'  division  (Gordon's  old)  and  Grimes'  division 
(Pegram's  old)  are,  together  with  Thomas'  brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division, 
holding  the  line  recently  held  by  Bushrod  Johnson's  division,  from  the 
Appomattox  to  the  Wilcox  house.  Of  Johnson's  division  (Eodes'  old) 
the  rumors  are  divided.  Some  report  it  at  Burkeville  Junction,  throw- 
ing up  fortifications;  others  say  it  has  gone  to  North  Carolina.  The 
former  report  that  it  is  at  Burkeville  appears  the  most  reliable.  One 
deserter  from  Forty-eighth  North  Carolina  thinks  this  positive. 

Bushrod  Johnson's  division:  This  division  still  occupies  the  old 
camping-ground  of  Evans'  and  Grimes'  divisions  in  the  vicinity,  of 
Burgess'  Mills,  and  is  keeping  up  a  strong  picket-line  from  Burgess' 
Mills  to  Dabney's  Mills,  and  thence  southwest  to  Gravelly  Eun.  No 
recent  information  from  the  cavalry. 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Jambs, 

March  17,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Sharpe  : 

Refugees  from  Richmond  who  came  into  our  lines  to-day  report  that 
Sheridan  had  a  fight  with  Pickett's  division  Wednesday.  Wounded 
were  brought  into  Richmond  yesterday  morning.  They  say  Sheridan 
was  moving  toward  White  House.  They  came  from  Richmond  to 
Drewry's  Bluff  this  morning.  Met  a  tug  towing  a  quantity  of  pontoon- 
boats  up  the  river.  The  captain  thought  a  bridge  was  to  be  put  across 
the  river  above  the  city.  One  of  them  said  it  was  reported  that  Sheri- 
dan lost  two  general  officers  and  captured  700  of  Pickett's  men.  Local 
Defense  troops  all  came  back  to  the  city  yesterday, 

MANNING. 


Hdqrs.  Eng.  Brig,  and  Defenses  of  City  Point,  Va., 

March  17,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Colonel  :  I  was  just  at  my  table  to  offer  some  suggestions  that 

occurred  on  reflecting  upon  the  disposition  General  Meade  mentioned 

to  me  yesterday  as  intended  for  the  troops  of  this  vicinity  when  the 

orders  reached  me.    Though  if  too  late  for  any  change  I  may  perhaps 
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mention  what  had  occurred  to  my  mind,  being  mainly  this:  that  while 
it  is  obvious  that  if  there  were  no  danger  to  be  anticipated  no  troops  at 
all  would  be  needed  on  the  lines  of  defense  of  City  Point.  Yet  if  there 
is  danger  it  would  be,  as  1  should  most  expect,  from  a  sudden  burst  or 
rush  of  the  enemy  either  upon  our  left  or  directly  in  our  front;  and  as  1 
have  but  six  and  two-thirds  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  Engineers  on 
these  lines,  besides  the  one  at  the  depot  here,  it  could  hardly  be  possible 
to  insure  the  picketing  on  our  left,  which,  as  the  minimum,  I  have  found 
required  760  men,  and  provide  for  the  guarding  of  these  eight  forts, 
over  18,000  to  20,000  feet  of  crest  line;  while  if  one  more  regiment  were 
retained  (say,  the  Sixty-flrst  Massachusetts)  in  camp  upon  or  near  the 
lines  on  one  side  of  the  railroad,  while  the  engineers  held  on  the  other 
side  to  be  ready  at  hand  in  case  of  emergency,  I  should  have  a  much 
greater  feeling  of  security  than  if  I  had  to  send  two  or  three  miles  to  the 
rear,  as  would  be  the  case,  to  get  the  assistance  from  General  Collis' 
command  here.  And  it  occurs  to  me  that  possibly  it  might  meet  the 
views  of  the  commanding  general  to  retain  this  Sixty-first  Massachusetts 
Regiment  on  the  lines  as  at  present,  but  subject  to  details  for  a  portion 
of  them  at  least,  if  necessary,  for  special  service  at  this  post. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

H.  W.  BBNHAM, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarteks  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  17,  1865. 
Col.  George  J>.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  front  during  the  past 
twenty-four  hours.    Detail,  500  men  on  the  new  corduroy  road. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  17,  1865. 
Col.  G.  D.  Ruggles: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
on  the  liaes  of  this  corps  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  17,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Nothing  new  to  report.    Two  deserters  from  the  Forty -third  North 
Carolina  came  in  last  night.    They  say  they  belong  to  Cowand's  bri- 
gade, Grimes'  division, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  IT,  1865. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Notbiiig;  of  importance  has  occurred  on  my  line.    A  scoutinp  party 
sent  out  yesterday  learned  that  the  officer  reported  missing,  and  the 
man  with  him  unaccounted  for,  had  been  captured  by  a  guerrilla  party 
of  the  enemy. 

H.  E.  DA  VIES,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

Jn  the  Field,  March  17,  1865—11.20  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  Bowers,  ^ 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City  Point: 
Twenty-iuue  deserters  from  the  enemy  came  into  our  lines  yesterday. 

THEODORE  KEAD, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  17, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point : 
Fifteen  deserters  from  the  enemy  have  been  received  here  since  4 
o'clock  yesterday. 

theodoke  read, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  17,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord  : 

(Care  Headquarters  Armies,  City  Point.) 
Colonel  West  reports  that  at  daylight  this  morning  he  found  it 
impossible  to  cross  the  swamp  at  White  Oak  bridge.  He  had  just 
found  a  crossing,  and  would  execute  your  orders  at  daylight  to-morrow 
or  before.  He  says  he  cannot  take  his  wagons  and  ambulances  with 
him,  and  wishes  authority  to  send  them  back  to  camp  with  an  escort. 
He  says  we  will  certainly  lose  a  great  many  men.  Perhaps  the  result 
will  compensate.  Has  had  parties  along  the  Chickahominy  to-day  for 
several  miles.  All  the  fords  are  impassable ;  the  streams  much  swollen. 
A  scout  rex)orts  our  infantry  at  New  Kent  Court- House.  He  received 
both  your  dispatches  at  4  p.  in.     What  shall  I  answer? 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  March  17,  1865 — 9.45  p.  m. 
General  Read, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Send  word  to  Colonel  West  that  he  need  not  make  the  attack  ordered 
in  my  dispatch  of  this  afternoon,  but  remain  between  White  Oak 
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Swamp  and  Bottom's  Bridge,  covering-  the  latter  and  scouting  above 
and  below  it  on  the  Chickaboniiny,  sending  back  escorts  for  supplies 
as  needed.  If  he  is  heavily  threatened  by  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  he  can  return. 

E.  O.  G.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  .Corps, 

March  17,  1863.     (Sent  8.55  p.  m.) 

Col.  Theo.  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
During  the  last  hour  several  exjdosions  have  been  heard  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Eort  Darling. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


March  17, 1865—9.25  p.  m. 

Col.  T.  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Another  gun  or  explosion  has  just  been  heard  in  the  direction  of 
Richmond.    This  is  the  fifth  or  sixth  heard  since  the  last  one  and  a 
half  hours. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ca.valry  Division, 
Ifear  White  Oak  Bridge,  March  17, 1865 — 4  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  James: 
One  brigade  of  this  command  (Evans')  has  just  returned  to  this  point 
from  Long  Bridge,  on  Ihe  Chickahominy.  Nothing  satisfactory  has 
yet  been  learned  of  General  Sheridan's  command.  No  firing  was  heard 
beyond  the  Chickahominy  by  any  one  we  have  met  thus  far.  One 
report  says  Sheridan's  cavalry  was  in  the  upper  part  of  New  Kent 
County  yesterday.  This  Colonel  Evans  thinks  is  unreliable.  Several 
reports  agree  that  Sheridan  had  a  fight  on  Sunday  last,  seven  miles  north 
of  Richmond,  in  Green's  orchard,  and  another  next  day  at  Mechanics- 
ville.  My  orders  require  me  to  move  down  along  the  Chickahominy. 
I  shall  send  parties  to  all  the  fords  and  crossings  I  know  of.  If  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  desires  to  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Jones' Bridge  (which 
would  seem  probable)  this  point  here  should  beheld;  if  at  Bottom's 
Bridge  I  should  cross  the  White  Oak  Swamp  at  this  point  and  get  a 
position  between  Bottom's  Bridge  and  Richmond.  This  I  will  do  if  I 
hear  nothing  of  General  Sheridan  down  the  Chickahominy  and  do  not 
receive  contrary  orders  from  you.  If  he  is  in  New  Kent  County  I  vrill 
learn  the  fact  very  soon.  The  staff  officer  who  brings  this  will  convey 
to  me  any  instructions  you  may  have  to  send.  We  have  encountered 
only  very  slight  opposition  thus  far. 

ROB.  M.  WEST, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  17,  1865. 

Col.  R.  M.  West, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 
Colonel:  You  cau  carry  out  your  j)laii  proposed  of  crossing  the 
White  Oak  Swamp  and  taking  a  position  between  Bottom's  Bridge  and 
Richmond.  At  the  same  time  you  make  arrangements  to  leave  if  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  has  any  force  on  the  north  side  of  Chickahominy  in  New 
Kent  County.  The  report  of  guns  heard  may  have  been  from  some 
other  quarter  than  Bottom's  or  Long  Bridges  and  from  some  other 
foice  than  General  Sheridan's.  In  case  you  do  not  hear  any  reliable 
intelligence  of  General  Sheridan  or  his  parties  by  to-morrow  morning 
in  New  Kent  or  vicinity,  you  can  return  with  your  command.  General 
Grant  has  no  information  that  General  Sheridan  is  at  present  in  New 
Kent  or  is  with  his  parties  attempting  to  cross  the  (Chickahominy,  but 
is  very  desirous  to  communicate  with  him  and  give  him  such  aid  and 
supplies  as  he  may  need  or  his  advance  parties  may  require,  should  they 
be  near  that  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  17,  1865.    (Received  7.40  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Turner: 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  West  and  respect- 
fully transmitted  for  consideration  of  the  general  commanding  the 
Department  of  Virginia.     Please  reply  with  reference  to  ambulances: 

Hkadquartehs  Cavalry  Division, 

In  the  Field — i.lO  p.  m. 

Capt.  H.  C.  Whipple  : 

In  my  dispatch  of  4  a.  m.  I  expressecl  the  intention  of  crossing  the  swamp  at 
White  Oak  bridge.  When  daylight  came  I  found  this  impossible  with  the  means  at 
my  command,  because  of  the  amount  of  labor  necessary.  I  have  just  found  a  cross- 
ing and  will  execute  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
early  to-morrow  morning,  striking  by  or  before  daylight.  I  shall  have  to  send  all 
my  wheels,  i.  e.,  ambulances  and  headquarter  wagons,  in  to-night  by  a  special  escort, 
as  I  cannot  get  them  over  the  swamp.  One  of  my  staff  officers  saw  a  scout  of  Gen- 
eral Ord's  who  had  been  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy  last  night.  He 
reports  a  considerable  force  of  our  infantry  ,at  New  Kent  Court-House.  I  have  had 
parties  along  the  Chickahominy  to-day  for  several  miles.  All  the  fords  are  impassa- 
ble; the  streams  much  swollen.  The  messenger  arrived  safely  with  both  dispatches 
and  they  were  delivered  to  me  at  4p.  ra.  I  should  much  prefer  to  have  authority  for 
going  without  ambulances.  We  will  certainly  lose  a  great  many  men.  Perhaps  the 
result  would  compensate.  If  I  cannot  get  the  ambulances  across  shall  I  go  without 
them?  There  will  be  time  for  your  reply  to  reach  me  before  I  start. 
Very  respectfully, 

'       '^  ROB.  M.  WEST, 

Colonel,  tfc. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

.        H.  C.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  op  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  17,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

Oapt.  H.  C.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Division: 
I  seud  you  the  iollowing  for  Colonel  West,  the  receipt  of  which  you 
will  acknowledge : 

Colonel  West, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 
Yon  need  not  make  the  attack  ordered  in  the  dispatch  to  you  this  afternoon,  but 
remain  between  White  Oak  Swamp  and  Bottom's  Bridge,  covering  the  lattei  and 
scouting  above  aad  below  it  on  the  Chickahominy,  sending  back  escorts  for  supplies 
as  needed.  If  you  are  heavily  threatened  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  you  can 
return. 

By  coiniiiaud  of  Major-General  Ord : 

THEODORE  BEAD, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  17, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

White  House,  Va.  : 
Tour  dispatch  of  the  15th  is  this  moment  received.*  A  brigade  of 
troops  as  guard  to  supplies  for  your  command  has  been  at  White  House 
for  two  days  to  meet  you.  The  evening  of  the  15th  I  sent  all  the  cav- 
alry of  the  Army  of  the  James,  except  necessary  pickets,  to  the  Chicka- 
hominy, to  threaten  in  that  direction  and  hold  the  enemy's  cavalry  as 
far  as  possible.  I  have  ordered  them  now  to  move  up  between  White 
Oak  Swamp  and  the  Chickahominy,  to  attract  as  much  attention  as  they 
can  and  go  as  far  as  they  can.  It  has  \)een  so  long  since  your  dispatch 
was  written,  however,  I  fear  you  will  receive  no  material  benefit  from 
movements  made  here. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  March  17, 1865. 
Maj.  W.  L.  James, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Fort  Monroe  : 
Please  send  the  plank  to  plank  the  railroad  bridge  required  by  Colonel 
Babcock  to  White  House  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  14.  )  King  William  Court-House,  March  17, 1865. 

I.  The  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m.  in  the  following 
order:  First,  Third  Division;  second,  trains;  third,  First  Division. 

II.  The  command  will  move  to  the  crossing  of  the  Pamunkey  near  the 
White  House,  this  side  of  which  it  will  mass  and  await  orders. 

III.  The  march  will  be  conducted  slowly,  each  division  commander 
requiring  his  command  to  walk  and  lead  one  hour  in  each  three  hours 

'  See  Part  II,  p.  993. 
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of  the  march.  No  horses  will  be  abandoned  or  destroyed  to-morrow. 
General  Devin  will  detach  a  strong  rear  guard  to  bring  up  all  strag- 
glers and  horses  from  on  the  road.  This  rear  guard  will  be  ordered  to 
halt  some  distance  on  this  side  the  White  House  and  will  picket  the 
roads  leading  into  that  place. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  SPEEADBUEY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Alexandria,  March  17, 1865. 
Colonel  Taylor: 

Colonel  :  We  have  information  that  about  170  rebel  cavalry  intend 
making  a  raid  into  Fairiax  County  to-night.  They  will  come  from 
Prince  William  County.  I  have  telegraphed  this  to  Colonel  Gamble, 
and  have  sent  what  men  I  have  out. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 
Col.  and  Pro.  Mar.  Oen.,  Defenses  South  of  the  Potomac. 


Headquarters  Separate  Brigade, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  F«.,  March  17,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Wells, 

Provost-Marshal-  Oeneral,  Alexandria: 

Colonel:    Your  telegram  received.      The  line  notified.    We  are 
ready  for  a  free  fight. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  17, 1865 — 10.05  a.  m. 

General  Gamble, 

Commanding,  Fairfax  Court-House  : 
How  soon  can  you  spare  about  800  cavalry,  in  good  condition,  to 
make  an  expedition  to  the  Northern  Neck  ? 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major-  General. 


Fairfax  Court-House,  Va., 
March  17, 1865— 10.30  p.  m.    (Eeceived  11.30  p.  m.) 

j.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur: 
General  :  I  can  have  800  cavalry  ready  to  start  Monday  morning 
for  the  Northern  Neck.    The  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  are  now  drawing 
horses  and  arms.    Colonel  Clendenin  will  call  on  you  to-morrow  fore- 
noon. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Maeoh  17,  1865—5,30  p.  m. 
Colonel  Albright, 

Fairfax  Station: 
Colonel:  Keep  your  command,  on  the  alert  to-night;  lookout  for 
rebel  cavalry  and  knock  the  devil  out  of  them  if  they  come. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Sheridan,  Ya.,  March  17, 1865 — 1.24  p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Emory,  or 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester,  Ta. : 
The  following  telegram  just  received  from  General  Davis.     Have 
ordered  him  to  send  written  report  by  first  train : 

Summit  Point,  March  17,  1865. 
The  regiment  ordered  on  reconnaissance  has  just  returned.  Visited  Myerstown, 
Kabletown,  and  fords.  Report  no  enemy  to  be  found  anywliere.  The  force  reported 
to  liave  crossed  the  river  on  the  13th  instant  ])a8sed  through  Myerstown,  and  num- 
bered 200.  Small  squad  of  fifteen  passed  through  Berryville  early  yesterday  morn- 
ing and  ■went  toward  the  river.     Will  forward  written  report  to-morrow  if  required. 

E.  P.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 

DUNCAN  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Harper's  Ferry,  March  17, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  received  information  1  think  reliable  that  Mosby  with  most 
of  his  command  is  in  Loudoun  County  conscripting  white  men  and 
negroes ;  that  he  purjioses  making  a  raid  across  Shenandoah  as  soon  as 
the  river  will  admit  of  crossing,  and  to  make  it  effective  will  use  the 
major  part  of  his  men,  about  600.  It  was  bis  purpose  to  have  crossed 
this  week ;  of  course  the  present  high  water  will  prevent  the  crossing  at 
present.  The  Potomac  is  very  full  and  still  rising  rapidly.  The  indica- 
tions are  that  we  shall  lose  the  Potomac  bridge  trestle.  We  are  using 
all  efforts  to  preserve  it,  but  I  doubt  our  ability  to  do  so,  as  all  the 
feeders  above  this  point  are  reported  to  be  still  rising,  and  the  trestle 
is  already  in  great  danger.  The  bridges  at  Sleepy  Creek  and  Great 
Cacapou  west  of  this  are  so  much  injured  as  to  stop  the  use  of  the 
road. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Heabqitarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  17,  1865. 
General  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Barper^s  Ferry: 

Is  the  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  all  right  ?     If  so  the  general 
desires  you  to  send  up  and  order  the  Loudoun  County  Rangers  down 


Chap.  LVIII.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. tJNION.  27 

to  the  Ferry.  They  should  be  at  the  Ferry  to-morrow  afternoon,  and 
orders  will  be  sent  to  you  during  the  day.  If  there  is  any  delay  in 
the  cavalry  from  Hagerstown  getting  down  you  must  replace  the 
Kangers  temporarily  with  Infantry;  but  there  cannot  be  much  danger 
while  the  river  is  so  high. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  March  17,  1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  pontoon  bridge  was  taken  up  to-day.    The  Shenandoah  rose  so 

rapidly  I  had  to  do  so  to  save  it.    I  cannot  relay  it  until  water  subsides, 

as  1  have  not  enough  boats  on  this  side  Potomac  to  lengthen  it.     Unless 

Shenandoah  continues  to  rise  can  lay  it  down  by  day  after  to-morrow. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  17,  1865. 

General  Stevenson, 

Harper's  Ferry: 
It  is  important  that  the  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  be  down  in  the 
morning.    If  this  can  be  affected  please  order  down  the  Rangers  as 
directed  yesterday.    Dispatches  sent  you  by  messenger  this  morning. 

0.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  18, 1865 — 9  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  would  recommend  the  discontinuance  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps 
organization  and  order  General  Emory  to  report  to  General  Hancock 
for  assignment. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 
Dispatches  from  White  House  up  to  12  m.  announce  the  arrival  of 
Sheridan  there  with  all  his  command. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Wak  Department, 
Washirigton,  D.  C,  March  18,  1865—1.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
1  am  informed  that  General  Ord  is  making  arrangements  to  buy  a 
quantity  of  tobacco  now  on  the  York  Eiver  which  he  proposes  to  issue 
to  his  troops.     Has  this  project  your  sanction? 

G.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va..  March  18, 1865 — 6  p.  m. 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Washington  : 

I  understand  General  Ord  is  trying  to  buy  some  tobacco  that  is  now 
at  Yorktown  to  issue  to  his  colored  troops.  They  are  selling  their  rub- 
ber blankets  to  rebels  daily  to  procure  the  article,  not  having  pay  or 
credit  to  get  it. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  18, 1865 — 9  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Please  notify  General  Crook  that  his  exchange  has  been  effected,  and 
order  him  back  to  his  department.    As  soon  as  he  goes  on  duty  I  will 
have  him  relieved  and  ordered  at  once  to  command  the  cavalry  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Mwrch  18, 1865—10.30  a.  m.     (Received  10.45  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Has  the  Secretary  left  City  Point?    If  not  at  what  time  does  he  expect 
to  leave?    Does  he  return  to  Washington? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

Answer  the  Secretary  of  War  left  early  this  morning  for  Washington. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  18,  1865—12.55  p.  m. 
General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point: 
I  leave  for  City  Point  on  the  train  leaving  here  at  1.10. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  18,  1865—8  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Geueral  Wheaton  suffers  from  piles,  and  fears  he  would  not  be  physi- 
cally able  to  do  cavalry  service.  You  can  therefore  send  for  General 
Crook.    Deserters  say  we  occupy  Goldsborou}jh. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

March  18. 18Cr, 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
We  have  a  report  from  an  agent  who  came  from  Petersburg  night 
before  last,  to  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line,  but  on  account  of  the 
unusual  watchfulness  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  could  not  be  communi- 
cated with  until  last  night.  Our  agent  brings  information  of  the  move- 
ment heretofore  reported  of  Gordon's  division  to  the  trenches  in  the 
place  of  Johnson's  division,  and  of  the  latter  to  the  position  on  Bur- 
gess' farm.  We  do  not  yet  clearly  understand  whether  both  Gordon 
and  Pegram  replace  Johnson,  or  only  Gordon's  old  division.  The  posi- 
tion on  Burgess'  farm  is  said  to  be  just  half  way  between  Dinwiddie 
Court- House  and  Petersburg,  and  our  friends  in  Petersburg  say  that 
the  enemy  do  not  expect  an  attack  from  us  there,  as  the  works  on 
Burgess'  farm  are  the  strongest  which  the  enemy  have  erected. 
Word  is  sent  us  that  troops  have  been  sent  to  a  point  between  Lynch- 
burg and  Richmond.  Our  friends  in  Petersburg  do  not  say  what  troops 
are  sent,  nor  designate  the  point,  but  they  add  that  for  four  days 
no  supplies  came  over  the  road  on  account  of  the  movement  of  these 
troops  and  that  supplies  generally  are  very  short.  Tobacco  in  Rich- 
mond is  stored  in  large  warehouses  on  Washington  street  packed 
with  kindling  wood,  and  cotton  is  stored  in  the  same  street,  prepared 
in  the  same  manner.  The  machinery  has  been  removed  from  the  four 
cotton  mills  on  the  Appomattox  above  Petersburg.  William  H.  Lee's 
cavalry  has  been  moved  from  Stony  Creek  to  Dinwiddie  Court- House, 
and  his  division  pickets  the  whole  line  from  iStony  Creek  to  the  Boyd- 
ton  plank  road.  The  line  is  very  thin.  The  position  along  White  Oak 
road  is  said  to  be  strong  and  strongly  held.  General  Lee  was  in  Peters- 
burg on  W^ednesday. 

GEO.  H.  SHARPE, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

P.  S. — From  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line  we  learn  that  day  before  yes- 
terday Avounded  men  were  brought  into  Richmond,  said  to  be  irom 
Pickett's  division,  which  had  been  fighting  with  Sheridan.  It  was 
reported  that  Sheridan  lost  two  general  officers  and  captured  700  of  Pick- 
ett's men.  The  Local  Defense  troops,  which  had  been  moved  down  in 
New  Kent  County,  all  returned  to  Richmond  day  before  yesterday. 


March  18,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

All  three  divisions  of  Gordon's  corps  have  been  heard  from  in  Bush- 
rod  Johnson's  old  position,  and  if  any  of  Gordon's  brigades  are  absent 
they  must  have  been  takep  from  each  of  his  divisions. 

JNO,  C.  BABCOCK, 
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Spkcial  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  op  the  United  States, 

No.  64.  J  City  Point,  Va.,  March  18,  1865. 

******* 

ir.  Maj.  E.  S.  Davis,  assistant  adjutaiit-geueral  of  volunteers,  havinj? 
been  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Dei)artineut  of  Virginia,  will  proceed 
to  his  place  of  residence  and  from  there  report  by  letter  to  the  Adju- 
tant General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  orders. 
By  command  of  Lieutenaut-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Aiisistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  18,  1865—10.35  a.  in. 
Col.  Georoe  T>.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Seventeen  deserters  came  in  last  night — ten  from  Cooke's  brigade, 
four  from  Gracie's  old  brigade,  three  from  Davis'  brigade. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  18,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Riiggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  ou  this  front  during  the  past 
twenty-four  hours. 
Resi)ectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  18,  1865—10  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Two  scouts  from  General  Sheridan  have  just  come  in.  They  left 
Sheridan's  army  on  the  lOtli  instant.  They  left  him  at  Columbia. 
They  brought  in  one  prisoner  from  Ninth  Virginia,  whom  they  captured 
last  night.  The  party  will  be  sent  up  at  once.  General  Warren  being 
temporarily  absent  I  have  the  honor  to  send  this. 

FRED;  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

(Forwarded  to  General  Grant  at  H  a.  m.) 


Speoiax  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  72.  J  Near  Hatcher^s  Bun,  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 

I.  The  First  Maine  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  George  R.  Abbott  command- 
ing, having  reported,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  69,  head- 
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quarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  March  16,  1865,  are  assigued  to  tbe 
First  Division,  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Grifliii  couimaiidiiig,  aud  will 
report  accordingly. 

•  ••**** 

IV.  Capt.  John  N.  Richards,  comiiianding  battalion  Eighth  Dela- 
ware Volunteers,  having  reported,  iu  compliance  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  69,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  March  16,  1865,  will 
report  with  his  command  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  K.  B.  Ayres,  commanding 
Second  Division. 

By  command  of  Major-Geiieral  Warren : 

FEED.  T.  LOOKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  18,  1865.     (Eeceived  10.25  a.  m.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Nothing  new  to  report.    No  deserters  yet  reported.     It  is  reported 
that  a  brigade  of  Louisiana  troops  is  in  front  of  us  near  the  Crater. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  18,  1865.     (Received  11  a.  ni.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Two  deserters  from  Forty-fifth  Georgia,  Thomas'  brigade,  came  into 
our  lines  last  night,  crossing  the  Appomattox.  They  say  that  Mahone's 
division  relieved  Pickett;  that  yesterday's  papers  report  Sheridan  at 
White  House.  One  man  from  Twenty-third  South  Carolina  came 
through  with  a  negro  woman  dressed  in  man's  clothing. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


March  18,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Ninth  Corps: 

York's  brigade,  of  Evans'  division,  of  Gordon's  corps,  is  composed  of 
Louisiana  troops,  and  is  in  your  front  as  you  report. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  18,  1865.     (Received  5  p.  ra.) 
Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point: 
Thirty-six  deserters  have  been  received  into  our  lines  since  yester- 
day 4  o'clock. 

thp:odore  read, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headcjuarteks  Department  ov  Virginia, 

March  18,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point  : 
The  following  dispatcli  is  received  from  Colonel  West,  commanding 
Cavalry  Division : 

The  disposition  ordered  by  the  general  commanding  has  been  complied  with.  All 
is  quiet.  But  few  of  the  enemy  have  been  seen.  We  had  a  very  tedious  time  cross- 
ing the  sveamp.  I  have  felt  compelled  to  hold  fast  to  Charles  City  Cross-Roads. 
Si)ear  is  there  with  his  command  covering  communication.  Without  him  there  we 
should  be  entirely  cut  off,  as  tlie  enemy  in  parties  dismounted  are  annoying  him 
considerably.  He  reports  having  lost  thirteen  men.  Nothing  of  General  Sheridan. 
Wc  have  a  party  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Chickahominy  at  Bottom's  Bridge. 

R.  M.  WEST, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  18, 1865— 7.4S  p.  m. 
Major-General  Obd  : 

General  Sheridan  reached  White  House  to-day.  He  will  remain 
there  several  days  to  shoe  up  his  animals  and  then  join  the  armies 
here.  I  want  you  to  hold  the  crossings  of  the  Chickahominy,  but  do 
not  want  to  jeopardize  the  commaud  there.  It  probably  will  be  well 
for  you  to  send  a  division  of  troops  to  meet  Sheridan.  They  need  not 
start,  however,  until  about  the  time  Sheridan  starts,  notice  of  which  I 
will  give  you.  If  you  deem  a  little  infantry  necessary  foi?  the  support 
of  your  cavalry  you  may  send  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HDCiRS.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  18,  1865 — 8.40  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
A  deserter  reports  that  on  the  occasion  of  our  review  yesterday  the 
enemy  anticipated  an  attack  and  formed  in  line  of  battle.  Afterward 
they  sent  two  brigades  toward  Mechanicsville  to  resist  Sheridan's  cav- 
alry. I  think  the  deserter  mistakes,  and  the  brigades  were  sent  out 
because  of  the  movement  of  my  cavalry. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  18, 1865—9  p.  m. 
Lieutenaiit-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
To  keep  the  cavalry  and  infantry  between  Bottom's  and  White  Oak 
Bridges  exposes  them  to  easy  attack,  while  they  are  cut  off  from  me  by 
White  Oak  Swamp.     Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  Sheridan  cross 
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lower  down,  say  at  Jones'  Bridge?  Feeding  and  foraging  a  party 
across  "White  Oak  Swamp  at  Bottom's  Bridge  will  cost  me  some  loss, 
and  the  road  is  reported  very  bad. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  18,  1865—10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  O.  C.  Ord: 

Probably  it  will  be  better  to  bring  your  cavalry  in,  and  when  Sheri- 
dan moves  we  will  send  out  again.  1  feel  some  alarm  for  the  safety  of 
the  cavalry  where  it  is. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


March  18, 1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Shabpe, 

City  Point: 
Deserters  from  Bermuda  front  report  all  quiet.     There  were  some 
movements  along  our  front  yesterday.    The  enemy  are  expecting  an 
attack,  and  deserters  report  that  a  squad  of  our  cavaJry  made  a  dash 
upon  their  extreme  left  and  rear.     Nothing  from  Sherman. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Provost- Marshal-  General. 


HEADQUABTERfcS   TWENTY-FOURTH    COBPS, 

March  18, 1865.    (Received  2.45  p.  m.) 
Major-Geueral  Obd, 

Commanding  : 
A  deserter  has  just  come  in  who  says  that  our  review  yesterday 
caused  the  enemy  to  anticipate  an  attack,  and  they  formed  in  line  of 
battle.  Shortly  afterward  a  report  of  the  presence  of  some  of  Sheri- 
dan's cavalry,  near  Mechanicsville,  was  received,  and  two  brigades 
were  sent  off  in  that  direction  from  the  left  of  their  line,  and  the  other 
troops  stretched  out  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Our  cavalry  got  inside  their 
lines,  but  retired  when  pressed  and  went  dow^  the  Chickahominy.  A 
party  of  deserters  are  coming  in  to-night. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

No.  32.  )  Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  18,  1865. 

By  authority  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
James,  the  "heart"  is  adopted  as  the  badge  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Army  Corps. 

The  symbol  selected  is  one  which  testifies  our  affectionate  regardfor 
all  our  brave  comrades — alike  the  living  and  the  dead — who  have 
braved  the  perils  of  this  mighty  conflict,  and  our  devotion  to  the  sacred 
cause — a  cause  which  entitles  us  to  the  sympathy  at  every  brave  and 
true  heart  and  the  support  of  every  strong  and  determined  hand, 
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The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  does  not  doubt  that  sol- 
diers who  have  given  their  strength  and  blood  to  the  fame  of  their 
former  badges  will  unite  in  rendering  the  present  one  even  more 
renowned  than  those  under  which  they  have  heretofore  marched  to 
battle. 

The  First  Division  will  wear  the  red  hearts;  the  Independent  Divis- 
ion, the  white  hearts;  and  the  Third  Division,  the  blue  hearts. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Gibbon : 

A.  H.  EMBLER, 
Brevet  Major,  Aide-deCamp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjutant^General. 


Headquarters  Department, 

March  18, 1865—7.15  p.  m. 

General  Haetsuff: 

Cobb's  Hill  signal  officer  reported  at  3  p.  m.  that  the  enemy  had 
placed  double  the  usual  number  of  pickets  on  the  west  of  his  tower. 
You  had  better  increase  your  picket-line  some  on  that  part  of  your 
front. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department, 

March  18,  1865—8.25  a.  m. 

Captain  Whipple, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Gav.  Div.,  Kautz's  Headquarters  : 
Send  out  along  the  lines  of  vedettes  and  direct  a  very  close  watch  of 
the  roads  and  enemy's  front  to  be  kept  and  any  firing  or  suspicious 
signs  reported  to  these  headquarters  at  once.  Send  scouts  up  to 
White's  Tavern  and  vicinity  morning  and  night  to  examine  the  enemy's 
line  and  report  results. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Ord : 

H.  B.  SCOTT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  18,  1865 — 11.10  p.  m. 
Colonel  West, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  in  the  Field  : 
Withdraw  all  your  cavalry  command  at  once  and  return  to  camp  by 
the  best  route  or  routes.  Let  the  portion  of  the  division  which  covers 
your  flank  toward  the  enemy  and  guards  the  approaches  from  the  north 
continue  to  guard  them  until  your  column  has  passed  them,  and  as 
each  covering  party  is  passed  it  will  fall  in  the  rear  in  turn.  Keep 
your  flank,  front,  and  rear,  on  the  march  well  covered. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarteks  Cavaley  ]Jivision, 

March  IS,  1865—11.50  p.  m. 
Lieut.  (Jol.  Theouobe  Read, 

Annistant  Adjtitant-  General  : 
I  received  orders  directing  Colonel  West  to  withdraw  Lis  command. 
Have  couuterniauded  the  order  for  the  wagon.     Couriers  just  left  with 
orders  for  Colonel  West. 

H.  C.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


YOKKTOWN,  March  18, 1865. 
General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  left  General  Sheridan  at  White  House  12  m.  His  command  is  all 
there.  1  have  telegraphed  to  Captain  James  for  twenty-five  portable 
forges  and  shoeing  tools,  &c.  If  Captain  James  cannot  fill  the  order 
at  once  General  Ingalls  had  better  send  them.  General  Forsyth  is 
with  nie.  We  shall  be  at  Fort  Monroe  by  8  p.  m.  and  at  City  Point 
before  morning. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 
Col.  O.  E.  Babcock, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
The  articles  you  require  will  be  sent  from  here.     They  will  leave  in 
an  hour. 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Field  Orders,  )  Hbadquartebs  Cavalry, 

No.  15.  )  White  House,  Ya.,  March  18, 1865. 

I.  Division  commanders  will  at  once  have  each  regiment  in  their 
respective  commands  inspected,  and  turn  out  all  the  negroes  who  have 
joined  the  cavalry  during  the  expedition.  This  inspection  will  be 
most  rigid. 

II.  There  are  many  negroes  employed  by  both  officers  and  men  on 
the  inarch  who  cannot  be  allowed  to  remain  with  the  command. 

III.  All  negroes  who  have  joined  the  command  during  the  expedi- 
tion will  be  at  once  collected  by  the  provost  guards  of  the  different 
commands  and  sent  to  the  north  end  of  the  railway  bridge,  where  they 
will  be  taken  in  charge  by  the  i»rovost-marshal  of  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  SPREADBURY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  IC.  S  White  House,  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 

I.  A  thorough  inspection  of  their  respective  commands  will  immedi- 
ately be  ordered  by  division  commanders,  who  will,  without  delay, 
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report  the  number  of  horses  needed  to  mount  their  commands,  as  also 
the  number  of  unserviceable  horses  which  will  have  to  be  sent  to  the 
rear  (to  the  depot  for  recruitment). 

II.  All  mules  not  authorized  by  orders  must  be  turned  out,  and  the 
number  reported  to  be  sent  to  the  rear.  The  number  allowed  to  remaiu 
with  the  command  as  pack  animals  must  not  be  greater  than  that 
which  moved  from  Winchester  with  the  column. 

III.  Horses  captured  on  the  expedition  must  not  be  appropriated  by 
oflBcers,  except  in  such  cases  as  division  commanders  may  see  proper 
to  give  special  permission.  In  all  other  cases  they  must  be  turned 
over  to  the  men,  and,  together  with  all  captured  horses  in  the  command, 
branded  under  the  supervision  of  division  and  brigade  inspectors. 

IV.  It  is  expected  that  forges,  with  horseshoes  and  nails,  will  arrive 
to-morrow  for  the  use  of  the  command  in  shoeing,  &c.  In  the  mean- 
time a  careful  inspection  of  the  horses  will  be  required  in  each  regi- 
ment and  such  means  taken  as  are  jjossible  to  remedy,  or  at  least  to 
become  acquainted  with,  all  deficiencies  now  existing. 

V.  All  arms  and  ammunition  lost  or  abandoned  on  the  march  will  be 
charged  to  the  men  responsible  for  the  same.  Division  commanders 
will  at  once  report  the  number  of  unarmed  men  (if  any)  in  their  respect- 
ive commands. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  SPEEADBURY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Head(|uaeters  Cavalry, 

No.  17.  )  White  House,  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 

I.  The  command  will  cross  the  Pamunkey  River  to  morrow  morn- 
ing at  6  o'clock.  The  First  Division  will  move  in  advance,  the  trains 
will  follow,  and  the  Third  Division  cross  in  rear.  The  command  will 
mass  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  when  camps  will  be  assigned  them. 
The  pickets  will  remain  as  at  present  until  the  entire  command  crosses, 
when  they  will  be  withdrawn. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  SPREADBURY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Winchester,  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 
General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 
I  have  a  report  this  morning  that  Sheridan  is  on  the  Tye  River,  in 
Nelson  County,  followed  by  Fitz  Lee's  division  and  the  remnant  of 
Early's  troops,  about  1,100  infantry.  I  am  disposed  to  disbelieve  the 
whole  story,  as  it  sounds  improbable,  but  if  it  should  happen  to  be  so  I 
would  render  him  assistance.  Have  you  anything  that  would  corrobo- 
rate the  story?  It  comes  through  some  loyal  people  who  came  up  the 
Valley  this  morning.  Eosser  has  left  the  Valley  and  gone  to  the  Tye 
River.    I  had  this  information  two  or  three  days  ago. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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OiTT  Point,  March  18, 1865. 

Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Ta. : 
General  Sheridan  was  last  night  ten  miles  from  White  House,  north 
of  the  Pamunkey.    I  had  previously  sent  troops  and  supplies  to  White 
House,  and  last  evening  the  road  between  Sheridan  and  that  base  was 
open  to  travel.     He  is  no  doubt  there  now  and  all  safe. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Harpee's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 

General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  Potomac  and  Shenandoah  are  both  higher  than  at  any  time  before 
this  year.  They  are  now  on  a  stand.  It  will  be  impossible  to  relay 
pontoon  to-day;  shall  do  so  the  moment  the  water  will  admit  of  it,  I 
think  to-morrow  morning,  as  the  Shenandoah  pours  out  its  waters  with 
great  rapidity  when  it  once  begins  to  fall. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- Oeneral. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  March  18, 1865. 

General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Dispatch  received  by  orderly  at  7  p.  m.    The  Shenandoah  has  fallen 
about  two  feet.    It  is  falling  very  slowly  owing  to  high  water  in  Poto- 
mac.   I  will  put  down  bridge,  if  possible,  to-morrow.     Colonel  Reno  is 
absent  from  his  command  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  D,  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  18,  1865. 

General  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Harper'' s  Ferry: 
By  what  authority  is  Colonel  Reno  absent?  The  movement  con- 
templated is  necessarily  suspended.  Have  you  ordered  down  the 
Rangers?  Please  send  word  to  Halltown,  to  General  Brooke,  that  the 
movement  is  suspended.  If  the  orderly  has  the  dispatch  for  Colonel 
Reno  please  tell  him  to  bring  it  with  him. 
By  order: 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  19,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Will  yoii  please  direct  tlie  Ordnance  Department  to  send  money  here 
at  once  to  pay  for  arms  brought  in  by  deserters.  A  great  many  are 
coming  in  now,  bringing  their  arms  with  them. 

F.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  19,  1865. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State: 

With  this  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  you  specimens  of  fuses 
captured  at  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  together  with  the  certificate  of  Lieut. 
Col.  O.  E.  Babcock,  aide-decamp  on  my  staff,  that  they  were  so  cap- 
tured, and  the  statement  of  Col.  Tal.  P.  Shaffiier  thsit  the  same  were 
manufactured  at  the  Woolwich  Arsenal,  England,  an  arsenal  owned 
and  run  by  the  British  Government. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
March  19,  1865—1.20  p.  m. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Sharpe  : 

Yesterday  Pickett's  division  returned  from  near  Hanover,  crossed 
the  Mechanicsville  bridge,  marched  toward  Richmond  to  just  through 
the  second  line  of  works,  where  they  are  encami^ed  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  the  road.  Corse  had  a  small  skirmish  with  Sheridau  at  Ash- 
land, but  nothing  of  much  account. 

MANNING, 
Provost-Marshal-  General. 


Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Four  deserters  came  in  last  night. 


Heakqtjarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  19,  1865—9.55  a.  m. 


A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Comma.ruI.ing. 


Headquarters  Fipth  Army  Corps, 

March  19, 1865—10  a.  m. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  front  during  the  past 
twenty-four  hours. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  19, 1865 — i  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Crawford  has  just  sent  the  following.     I  send  it  to  you  for 
the  information  of  the  major-geueral  commanding: 

Headquartkrs  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  19,  1865. 

Col.  Frkd.  T.  Lockk, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  informatiou  of  the  major-general 
commnnding  the  corps,  the  I'ollowing  extract  Irom  the  report  of  the  division  olficer 
of  outposts  for  the  14th  and  18th  instant : 

"Parties  of  from  two  to  six  are  frequently  seen  across  the  fields  on  our  front;  sup- 
posed to  be  rebel  spies  or  sconts  observing  our  lines.  In  the  first  place,  four  men 
appeared  on  the  right  of  the  line  and  seemed  to  follow  along  to  the  left,  every  now 
and  then  making  their  appearance  outside  the  edge  of  the  woods.  One  man  came  to 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  iu  front  of  the  left,  and  sat  some  time  on  the  fence;  and  from 
time  to  time  groups  of  two  and  three  made  their  appearance  at  various  points  of  the 
line." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CEAWFOED, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  19,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 
The  dispatch  of  General  Crawford  of  to-day  forwarded  by  you  is 
received.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  parties  reported 
by  General  Crawford's  division  officer  of  outjjosts,  of  from  two  to  six, 
frequently  seen  across  the  fields  on  your  front,  supposed  to  be  rebel 
spies  or  scouts  observing  our  lines,  be  arrested  and  brought  in. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Coepp, 

March  19, 1865. 

Maj.  E.  T.  Tiers, 

Commanding  Division  Pickets: 
Major:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  take  a  strong 
force  and  go  out  and  see  what  is  lirij  your  front.     If  there  are  auy 
rebels  there  he  expects  that  you  will  bring  them  in. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  SWAN, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquakters  Sixth  Aemy  Corps, 

March  19, 1865. 
Colonel  EUGGLES: 

I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  Importance  has  transpired 
on  the  lines  of  this  corps  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  19, 1865— 10.30  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb  : 

Deserters  from  Scales'  brigade  report  a  rumor  in  their  camp  to-day 
that  Ealeigh  is  in  our  possession.  No  details  given.  No  new  move- 
ments of  troops  in  our  front. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  19,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb: 
Nothing  new  to  report. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  19, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  H.  J.  Hunt, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
The  enemy  opened  tlie  8-inch  columbiad  and  fired  two  shells,  and 
three  shells  from  the  rifle  battery  on  Baxter  road.  Fort  Avery  replied. 
He  then  opened  th(j  mortar  battery  on  Cemetery  Hill  and  five  mortars 
beyond  the  corn-field,  to  which  Fort  Morton  and  Battery  15  replied. 
No  damage  of  consequence  done. 

J.  C.  TIDBALL, 
Brevet  Brigadier- Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  19,  1865. 
Maiior-General  Webb: 

Nothing  of  interest  has  occurred  on  my  lines  during  past  twenty-four 
hours. 

H.  E.  DA  VIES,  Jr., 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  19, 1865.     (Ee'ceived  2.40  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

At  Corinth,  when  I  commanded  under  General  Grant,  in  1862,  that 
place  was  being  over-run  with  cotton-buyers,  speculators,  whisky- sell- 
ers, and  refugees  from  draft  at  the  North.    I  ordered  a  draft  and  put 
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some  of  these  vagabonds  in  the  ranks;  the  resnlt  was  a  stampede  of 
them  by  every  outlet.  I  have  ordered  the  same  remedy  at  Norfolk, 
approved  by  General  Grant,  but  the  provost-marshal-general  may  not 
understand  it  and  think  1  am  interfering  with  his  prerogatives,  or 
Governor  Peirpoint  may  interpose  to  appease  the  population.  I  do 
not  propose  to  draft  outside  of  infested  localities,  such  as  Norfolk, 
Portsmouth,  and  Hampton. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  19, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

General  Sheridan  has  brought  with  him  some  2,000  or  3,000  negroes. 
I  have  directed  him  to  send  them  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe. The  chief  quartermaster  (General  Ingalls)  will  give  you  directions 
for  the  distribution  and  employment  of  the  able-bodied  men.  The 
balance  you  may  direct  to  be  sent  to  such  settlement  as  you  may  think 
can  best  employ  them. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

March  19,  1865—9.20  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  return  of  my  cavalry  division  to 
camp.    When  I  receive  a  report  from  it  I  will  telegraxih  lesults.    A 
prisoner  reports  that  Pickett's  division  returned  to  Richmond  yester- 
day afternoon  and  encamped  below  Richmond. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  19,  1865—12  m. 
Lieutcnant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
Sumner  is  at  Fort  Monroe.  Has  orders  from  Sheridan  to  send  his 
transports  back  from  Norfolk  as  soon  as  possible.  I  think  I  can  make 
him  useful  with  other  cavalry  in  a  raid  to  Winton  from  Suffolk,  and 
thence  to  Halifax  or  Weldon,  if  there  is  a  crossing  at  Winton ;  or  I  can 
send  pontoons.    Shall  I  try  it? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  19,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

I  think  it  will  be  advisable  to  start  Sumner  from  Suffolk  to  go  to 
Weldon  when  Sheridan  starts  from  our  left  flank.  It  will  be  well  to 
leave  him  in  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  or  Newport  News  until  time  to  start. 
About  next  Saturday  will  be  the  time  for  him  to  leave  Suffolk. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Armt  op  the  James, 

March  19, 1865.    (Eeceived  3.20  p.  m.) 
General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  cavalry  report  but  6ne  man  wounded  and  three  captured  as  cas- 
ualties of  the  division  during  the  expedition. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

March  19,  1865. 
General  Rawlins  : 
Deserters  from  Bratton's  brigade  near  Darbytown  road  state : 

Was  under  marching  orders  last  night;  the  rumor  was  that  'vre  were  flanking  the 
rebel  line;  heard  that  one  regiment'of  negroes  was  on  the  Williamsburg  road;  a 
great  many  Georgians  are  going  home;  heard  that  400  left  last  Tuesday  night. 

Perhaps  the  Secretary  would  like  to  hear  that  the  enemy  thought 
our  review  meant  an  attack.  They  formed  line  of  battle  and  massed 
men  from  near  the  James  in  front  of  the  review.  This  accounts  for  the 
small  number  of  them  seen  from  Fort  Harrison.  Forty-six  deserters 
reported  since  yesterday  morning,  generally  with  their  arms.  The 
Ordnance  Department  should  send  money  to  pay  for  them.  Our- quar- 
termaster has  not  the  money,  and  It  is  important  to  pay  them  here,  so 
that  they  can  write  or  send  word  to  their  comrades  of  the  fact.  Only 
one  of  your  orders  just  reached  the  company  of  Palmetto  Sharpshooters 
and  brought  in  eight  this  morning,  with  their  guns. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General  of  Volunteerfi. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  19, 1805 — 7.05  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Sixteen  deserters  have  been  received  here  since  i  o'clock  yesterday. 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  March  19. 1865. 

(Received  10.20  p.  m.) 
General  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
If  Colonel  Sumner  is  at  his  or  my  headquarters  tell  him  that  he  can 
remain  till  1  can  see  him  t^o-morrow  a.  m.  His  men,  if  up  the  river  on 
their  way,  can  also  laud  and  remain  at  camp  till  further  orders;  the 
transportation  to  report  to  Colonel  Bradley.  If  his  men  are  waiting  at 
or  near  Norfolk  they  can  obey  the  order  to  land  at  such  point  as  Gen- 
eral Gordon  may  direct. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department, 

March  19, 1865. 
Major-Geiieral  Weitzel: 

On  tlie  Bermuda  front  the  order  promising  pay  for  arms  and  horses 
has  been  circulated  witli  kites,  bows  and  arrows,  and  newspapers. 
The  cross  of  deserters  Irom  the  division  there  is  about  twenty-flve  a 
night.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  same  cross  should  not  be  reached 
on  the  north  of  the  James.  You  will  take  every  measure  to  circulate 
the  order  at  once  and  daily. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD. 

(Same  to  General  Gibbon  and  Colonel  West.) 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

March  II),  1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

Please  send  me  some  more  of  General  Grant's  orders  and  a  man  who 
understands  your  mode  of  fixing  them  to  a  kite. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  19,  1865 — 7.45  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
I  respectfully  report  the  safe  return  of  the  cavalry.    I  learned  from 
a  prisoner  whom  we  captured  last  night,  belcmging  to  Pickett's  division, 
that  that  division  returned  to  Richmond  yesterday  afternoon  and 
encamped  below  Richmond. 
Very  respectfully, 

ROB.  M.  WEST, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  19, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

The  results  of  the  late  cavalry  expedition  may  not  be  considered  as 
positive,  because  the  contingency  it  was  designed  to  meet  did  not  arise. 
I  was  not  able  to  find  that  any  of  General  Sheridan's  troops  hud  been 
to  the  Chickahominy  on  the  north  bank  at  all.  The  holding  of  White 
Oak  Swamp  bridge  and  Charles  City  Cross-Roads  was  a  disposition 
which  would  have  secured  freedom  from  interruption  to  any  force  of 
onrs  crossing  the  Chickahominy  at  Long  Bridge,  or  at  any  point  below 
there.  The  disposition  of  the  force  on  the  Williamsburg  stage  road 
south  of  the  Chickahominy  would  have  the  same  ettect  upon  an  attempt 
at  crossing  Bottom's  Bridge.  Beyond  this,  and  a  more  definite  knowl- 
edge of  the  localities  passed  over,  I  cannot  claim  that  any  result  of  any 
kind  was  accomplished.    The  enemy's  pickets  made  several  stands  from 
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the  Swamp  bridge  to  the  Williamsburg  road  and  up  that  road,  engaging 
us  briskly  at  times,  but  without  any  (tasualties  on  our  side.  At  Charles 
City  Cross-Eoads  and  in  that  vicinity  Colonel  Spear  bad  one  man 
wounded  and  three  men  captured.  The  nonappearance  of  General 
Sheridan's  troops,  and  my  inability  to  obtain  any  knowledge  of  his 
whereabouts,  together  witli  the  unavoidable  delay  in  crossing  White 
Oak  Swamp,  wliich  required  extensive  bridging  and  corduroying, 
operated  more  than  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  command  to 
make  the  expedition  fruitless. 

EOB.  M.  WEST, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Ya., 

Army  of  the  James, 

March  19,  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  Bead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Virginia: 
General:  My  order  assuming  command  not  having  been  issued 
until  tills  morning  the  papers  forwarded  herewith  and  bearing  date 
tbis  morning  have  been  examined  and  acted  upon  by  General  Ferrero. 
1  have  examined  and  approved  his  action  on  them  all,  but  I  suppose 
my  formal  approval  on  them  to  be  unnecessary.  By  reference  to  the 
field  report  of  this  command,  inclosed,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  infantry 
numbers  4,094  and  the  artillery  1,045.  I  propose,  if  it  meets  the 
approval  of  the  general  commanding,  to  organize  the  infantry  into  one 
division  of  two  brigades,  under  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero,  and  the 
artillery  into  one  brigade,  the  division  to  be  called  Infantry  Division, 
Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  the  artillery,  Artillery  Brigade, 
Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  designation  of  the  whole  command  to 
be  unchanged.  After  a  little  further  examination  I  will  issue  an  order 
carrying  out  the  above  suggestions  and  submit  it  for  the  approval  of 
the  commanding  general.  Meantime,  and  until  I  can  acquire  more 
information  of  my  command,  I  thought  it  simpler  and  better  to  have 
General  Ferrero  attend  to  the  routine  and  detail  duties  of  the  com- 
mand, and  have  so  ordered  in  my  general  order  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 
Major-General,  TJ.  8.  Volunteers. 

[lii«lo8ure.] 

General  ')  Hdqes.  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va., 
Orders,  >  Army  op  the  James, 

No.  33.     )  March  19, 1865. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  department  headquarters  the  under- 
signed hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred, relieving  Brigadier-General  Graham.  The  command  will  as  soon 
as  practicable  be  reorganized.  Until  the  reorganization  Brevet  Major- 
General  Ferrero  will  continue  to  command  the  troops  and  attend  to  the 
routine  and  detail  duties  of  the  command.  The  stall'  of  the  general 
commanding  will  be  announced  hereafter. 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 
Major-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  19, 1865.     (Received  5,20  p.  m.) 
General  George  H.  Gordon, 

Norfolk  : 
Colonel  Sumner  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  with  his  cavalry 
command.  He  is  now  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  will  go  over  at  once.  Have 
him  land  his  command  at  a  point  least  likely  to  attract  attention  and 
hold  him  near  Norfolk  or  Portsmouth  in  readiness  for  any  orders.  He 
will  probably  have  to  remain  in  camp  several  days.  Answer. 
By  command  of  General  Ord : 

THEO.  EEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Norfolk,  March  19,  1865. 
General  Eead: 

Your  telegram  received.    1  will    dispose  of   Colonel    Sumner  as 
directed. 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Norfolk,  March  19, 1865 — 6  p.  m. 
General  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel  Sumner  has  not  reported  yet.  I  will  send  word  as  soon  as 
he  does.  I  have  not  heard  from  him,  though  I  saw  troops  coming  into 
the  harbor  an  hour  ago. 

G.  H.  GORDON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  March  19, 1865. 
Maj.  W.  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Captain  James,  acting  chief  quartermaster  of  department,  informs 
me  as  follows : 

Colonel  Sumner  left  here  with  a  portion  of  his  command  in  the  C.  Vanderbilt  at 
12  m.  The  Wenonah  passed  up  James  River  at  4  with  another  portion.  The  steamer 
Andrew  Harder  was  stopped  here  by  Captain  James  by  a  telegraphic  order  from 
General  Ord.    She  has  the  balance  of  the  command. 

J.  ROBERTS, 

Colonel,  &c. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

[March]  19,  1865. 
Col.  E.  V.  Sumner, 

Fort  Monroe : 
Report  as  soon  as  possible  to  Brigadier-General  Gordon,  at  Norfolk, 
for  orders.    Go  over  to  Norfolk  and  get  orders  from  General  Gordon 
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where  to  land  your  command  so  as  not  to  attract  attention.    Let  your 
command  follow  so  that  you  can  meet  it  betbre  it  reaches  the  city.    I 
telefrraj)!!  orders  at  once  to  General  Gordon  respecting  your  command. 
By  order  of  General  Ord : 

THEO.  BEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  19, 1865, 

Col.  E.  V.  Sumner, 

Gomdg.  Detachment  First  Regt.  New  Yorh  Mounted  Rifles : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  inclosed  herewith,  copy  of 
teleftram  just  received  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  James,  for  your 
information : 

You  will  cause  such  of  yonr  command  as  may  come  up  the  river  to  be  landed  imme- 
diately, and  the  transportation  to  he  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Bradloy,  ajsistant 
quarteriiiiister  at  City  Point.  You  will  report  iu  person  to  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord, 
commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  early  to-morrow  morning,  March  20,  1865. 

By  order  of  Col.  11.  M.  West,  commanding  division : 

H.  C.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division : 
I  have  ordered  steamers  to  White  House  to  take  your  disabled  horses 
and  men  back  to  Washington,  the  men  to  return  to  Winchester.  You 
may  dismount  one  brigade,  giving  the  serviceable  horses  to  dismounted 
men  of  the  balance  of  the  command,  and  send  the  brigade  back  with 
the  broken-down  horses,  or  you  may  send  back  broken-down  horses  and 
men,  keeping  with  you  all  your  organizations,  as  you  deem  best.  We 
will  probably  be  able  to  give  you  1,000  horses  when  you  arrive  here. 
The  dismounted  men  who  you  expect  to  take  with  you  had  better  come 
here  by  water.  Whilst  you  remain  at  White  House  you  can  retain  a 
dispatch-boat  to  run  betwen  there  and  Yorktown ;  Yorktown  and  City 
Point  are  in  telegraphic  communication.  Start  for  this  place  as  soon 
as  you  conveniently  can,  but  let  me  know  as  early  as  possible  when 
you  will  start.  I  will  send  cavalry  and  infantry  to  Chickahominy  to 
meet  you  when  you  do  start.  Let  me  know  whether  you  will  wish  to 
have  them  make  Bottom's  Bridge  or  Long  Bridge,  and  whether  you 
wish  pontoons  taken  from  here.  When  you  start  out  from  here  you 
will  be  re  enforced  with  about  6,000  cavalry.  I  will  also  move  out  by 
the  left  at  least  50,000  infantry  and  demonstrate  on  the  enemy's  right, 
and  probably  remain  out.  Your  problem  will  be  to  destroy  the  South 
Side  and  Danville  roads,  and  then  either  return  to  this  army  or  go  on 
to  Sherman,  as  you  may  deem  most  practicable.  I  have  a  letter  from 
Sherinau  of  the  14th.  At  that  time  he  had  crossed  the  Cape  Fear 
River  at  Fayetteville  and  would  start  the  next  day  for  Goldsborough. 
Scliofield  had  possession  of  Kinston  at  that  time,  and  the  Kichmoud 
Wliig  of  yesterday  contains  an  extract  from  a  Danville  paper  saying 
that  he  was  iu  Goldsborough.    After  crossing  the  Dan  River  I  believe 
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you  would  flud  no  difficulty  in  keeping  nortli  of  Johnston  at  Ealeigh 
and  making  your  way  to  Sherman.  This,  however,  1  care  but  little 
about,  the  principal  thing  being  the  destruction  of  the  only  two  roads 
left  to  the  enemy  at  Bichmond. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

P.  S. — Keep  Colonel  Roberts,  with  his  infantry,  with  you  to  march 
across  the  country.  The  transports  now  with  him  cau  be  used  to 
expedite  getting  off  your  men  that  return  to  the  "Valley. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  19, 1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

White  House: 
Send  all  your  colored  people  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Fort  Monroe. 
I  will  have  them  cared  for  there. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  18.         i  White  House,  Va.,  March  19, 1865. 

I.  Transportation  to  the  rear  for  all  disabled  horses  and  extra  mules 
will  be  in  waiting  to-morrow  morning  at  the  White  House  Landing. 
Division  commanders  will  have  all  such  animals  turned  out  of  the  com- 
mand at  once  and  sent  there  to  the  landing  at  5  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning.  Captain  Brown,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  cavalry,  will 
receive  these  animals  and  give  the  necessary  instructions  with  refer- 
ence to  their  transportation. 

II.  The  dismounted  men  of  the  command  will  be  collected  and  organ- 
ized and  held  in  readiness  for  shipment  to  the  James  River. 

W.  MBRRITT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  19.         ]  White  House,  Va.,  March  19, 1865. 

Maj.  George  A.  Drew,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  is  hereby  detailed  at 
these  headijuarters  for  duty,  and  is  announced  as  inspector-general  of 
the  cavalry.    He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  19, 1865. 
General  Gamble, 

Commanding  at  Fairfax  Court-House: 

I  wish  yourself  or  Colonel  Sweitzer  to  go  in  command  of  the  expedi- 
tion I  have  mentioned  in  case  it  is  sent,  and  whichever  goes  let  him 
come  in  to-morrow  and  arrange  details  with  me. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major- General, 


48  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVIIL 

Fairfax  Court-House,  March  19,  1865. 

(Keceived  8.35  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Augur: 

Your  dispatch  received.     1  will  order  Colonel  Sweitzer  to  report  to 
you  to-morrow. 

Respectfully, 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Winchester,  March  19, 1865. 
General  Emory: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  send  from  Summit 
Point  a  regiment  of  infantry  to  the  fords  of  the  Shenandoah  in  the 
vicinity  of  Myerstown  and  Kabletown,  with  the  same  instructions  as 
given  to  the  regiment  March  15  by  telegram.  The  general  desires  the 
troops  to  move  to-morrow  morning. 

0.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  19, 1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Davis, 

Commanding,  Summit  Point: 
In  pursuance  of  orders  from  headquarters  you  will  send  a  regiment 
of  infantry  to  the  fords  of  the  Shenandoah  in  the  vicinity  of  Myers- 
town  and  Kabletown,  with  the  same  instructions  as  giveji  to  the  regi- 
ment March  15  by  telegraph.  The  regiment  will  move  early  to-morrow 
morning.  Acknowledge  receipt,  giving  name  of  regiment  and  its  com- 
manding officer,  and  time  at  which  they  start.  As  soon  as  they  return 
report  facts  by  telegraph. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Emory : 

DUNCAN  S.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va:,  March  19, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
One  hundred  and  ninety-third  Ohio  arrived  this  morning.  The  agent 
of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  has  just  informed  me  that  agent  at 
Parkersburg  has  notified  that  8,000  troops  are  arriving  there  for  this 
post.  The  pontoon  will  be  all  right  for  to-morrow  morning.  Colonel 
Reno  has  returned.  The  Rangers  are  ordered  up.  If  the  general 
desires  his  order  carried  out  everything  is  in  readiness.  Major-General 
Brooke,  Colonel  Reno,  and  commanding  officer  of  Rangers  have  all 
been  notified  as  directed.  Since  receiving  extract  from  Colonel  Piper's 
report  I  have  not  called  on  Captain  Whittier  for  a  report  of  cause  of 
absence.  He  has  been  acting  as  provost-marshal,  and  I  supposed  Col- 
onel Piper,  in  noting  his  absence,  was  not  aware  of  that  fact.  I  will 
cause  proper  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  cause  of  absence.    Colonel 
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Keno  stated  to  me  that  he  was  absent  with  a  view  to  secure  the  com- 
missioning of  several  officers  absolutely  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of 
his  command.    Having  received  the  order  detaching  him  from  my 
command,  should  not  his  explanation  come  through  General  Egan? 
EespectfuUy, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Briqadier-  General. 


Confidential.]  Hdqks.  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  19,  1865. 
General  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Harper's  Ferry : 
The  general  wishes  the  New  York  troops  you  speak  of  sent  to  Charles- 
town.  They  will  be  under  General  Egan's  command.  General  Egan 
will  be  at  Harper's  Ferry  this  morning  and  arrange  with  you.  The 
Twenty-fifth  Cavalry,  New  York,  will  report  to  you  to-morrow  to  relieve 
the  First  Maryland,  when  the  general  desires  you  to  send  the  One  hun- 
dred and  ninety-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  ninety-second  Pennsylvania 
to  report  to  General  Egan  for  reorganization,  as  directed  by  the  War 
Department.  These  dispositions  of  troops  are  provisional,  and  perma- 
nent arrangements  will  not  be  made  until  it  is  known  how  many  new 
regiments  are  coming.  You  will  have  to  keep  a  strict  hand  on  the 
Twenty-fifth  New  York,  as  it  is  said  to  [be]  in  not  first-rate  discipline, 
though  full  of  officers.  The  general  wishes  you  to  hold  the  colonel 
strictly  to  the  mark.  You  may  have  to  send  him  before  a  board  unless 
he  reforms  his  habits. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  19,  1865. 

General  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Harper's  Ferry : 
The  general  desires  the  expedition  to  move  to-morrow  morning. 
Please  inform  Colonel  Reno  and  direct  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Rangers  to  report  to  him.    Also  send  word  to  General  Brooke  for  Col- 
onel Bird  to  report  to  Colonel  Reno  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  with 

him. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  19. 1865. 

General  Fessenden, 

Commanding  Post: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a 
regiment  of  infantry  to-morrow  morning,  with  two  days'  rations,  to 
Berry's  Ferry,  thence  to  Snickers  Ferry,  and  to  return  by  Berryville. 
4  R  R — VOL  XLVI,  PT  III 
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The  regiment  can  spend  the  [night]  near  Snicker's  Ferry,     The  com- 
manding officer  will  be  governed  by  the  instructions  furnished  for  the 
regiment  which  went  to  Millwood  a  few  nights  since. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunt-eers,  &c. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  20, 1865 — IC  a.  m. 

(Received  3.20  p.  m.) 

His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the   United  States: 

Can  you  not  visit  City  Point  for  a  day  or  two?    1  would  like  very 
much  to  see  you,  and  I  think  the  rest  would  do  you  good. 
Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  20,  1865 — 6  p.  m. 

(Received  21st.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
Your  kind  invitation  received.    Had  already  thought  of  going  imme- 
diately after  the  next  rain.     Will  go  sooner  if  any  reason  for  it.    Mrs. 
L[incoln]  and  a  few  others  will  probably  accompany  me.    Will  notify 
you  of  exact  time,  once  it  shall  be  tixed  upon. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  20,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  Chief  of  Ordnance  reports  that  the  ordnance  officer.  Lieutenant 
Dutton,  has  $2,500  of  funds  on  hand  for  purchase  of  deserters'  arms, 
and  that  $10,000  will  be  sent  this  day. 

EDWIN  M,  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  30, 1665 — 11  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  saw  General  Gordon  at  Norfolk.  He  is  content  to  remain  in  com- 
mand there  and  unless  you  think  differently  it  seems  to  me  he  will  do 
better  than  any  one  else.  Hartsuflt"  will  not  be  a  good  assignment  to 
that  place,  in  my  judgment. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CHAP.XVm.  COREESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  61 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  20, 1865. 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  following  items  are  from  to-day's  Eichinond  papers : 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  telegraphic  comiuunicatiou  between  this  city  and 
Mobile  has  been  re-established,  via  Columbia  and  Aiken,  S.  C. 

Sknatohia,  March  14. 
It  is  reported  that  General  Shelby  defeated  a  Yankee  force  near  Little  Rock,  cap- 
turing 400  prisoners  and  some  artillery. 

FROM   MISSISSIPri. 

Senatobia,  March  14. 
The  cavalry  raid  under  General  Grierson  has  returned  to  Memphis,  having  gone 
no  farther  than  Ripley.     General  Washburn  has  issued  order  permitting  the  citizens 
to  purchase  a  limited  amount  of  supplies. 

PROM   GEORGIA. 

Augusta,  March  16. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  in  money  and  over  $50,000  worth  of  pro- 
visions have  been  contributed  in  this  city  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbia  sufferers. 

The  Georgia  Legislature  has  passed  a  bill  authorizing  the  governor  to  establish  a 
line  of  mounted  pickets  to  prevent  the  escape  of  slaves  to  the  enemy  at  Savannah. 
The  men  are  to  be  composed  of  such  as  arm  and  equip  themselves. 

FROM   ALABAMA. 

Mobile,  March  16. 
No  change  to  report  in  the  immediate  front.     There  is  great  activity  among  Jhe 
fleet  along  the  lower  bay.     All  quiet  with  the  hostile  fleet  and  army  below. 

FROM   FLORIDA. 

Augusta,  March  16. 
On  the  6th  instant  the  enemy,  about  2,000  strong,  landed  on  East  River  near  Saint 
Mark's  and  burned  Newport.     Skirmishing  continued  at  latest  accounts.     A  large 
number  of  the  enemy's  vessels  are  at  Spanish  Hole,  off  Saint  Mark's. 

SHERIDAN   GONE. 

It  is  no  longer  a  state  secret,  we  believe,  that  General  Sheridan  and  his  raiders 
came  within  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of  the  city  last  week,  produced  one  of  those 
periodical  bell-ringings  which  only  serve  to  alarm  timid  women  and  children,  and 
after  resting  his  force  escaped  with  them  to  Yankee  lines  below  Richmond.  It'sthe 
same  old  story,  and  we  do  not  care  to  repeat  it  In  detail.  The  raiders  approach  the 
city  on  the  west;  a,  force  is  to  meet  them;  they  dodge  this  force,  and  the  next  thin" 
heard  of  them  is  they  have  gone.  The  officers  in  command  here  seem  to  ignore  the 
lesson  of  experience,  or  apparently  prefer  to  give  raiding  parties  an  opportunity  to 
escape.  The  only  wa.y  in  which  these  raiders  can  be  punished  is  to  head  them  off  at 
points  north  and  northeast  of  Richmond.  It  is  useless  to  send  troops  to  meet  them, 
for  they  will  not  consent  to  a  meeting  when  they  can  easily  avoid  one. 

FRO.M   THE   SOUTH   SIDE. 

The  Petersburg  Express  of  Saturd.ay  says  that  the  quiet  on  the  lines  in  that  vicin- 
ity remains  unbroken.  Whenever  Grant  moves  he  will  find  everything  in  readiness 
on  our  part  to  meet  him.  Our  army  awaits  his  movements  with  perfect  confidence 
and  will  give  him  a  reception  he  may  not  be  prepared  to  meet.  Congress  passed  in 
secret  session,  and  the  President  has  approved,  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  raise  coin  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  necessary  supplies  for  the  army. 

FROM   NORTH   CAROLINA. 

Intelligence  is  said  to  have  been  received  here  that  on  the  16th  four  divisions  of 
Sherman's  army  attacked  Hardee  somewhere  not  a  hundred  miles  from  Fayetteville 
and  were  four  times  repulsed,  with  great  loss,  and  turned  from  their  route.    There  is 


52  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  Lvm. 

no  doubt  that  this  is  essentially  correct.  The  Sentinel  says  that  the  pleasant  rumors 
yesterday  from  the  sonth  were  not  without  foundation,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope 
for  the  reception  of  still  more  cheering  intelligence  before  the  expiration  of  the 
week, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  20,  1865 — 12  noon. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Eucker, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 
Sheridan  has  some  2,000  poor  horses  to  send  from  White  House  to 
Washington.  I  have  sent  several  transports  there  for  this  purpose. 
He  has  plenty  of  subsistence  and  forage  to  last  until  he  can  join  these 
armies  by  land.  We  want  our  fresh  artillery  and  cavalry  horses  as 
early  as  possible.  Please  hurry  them  forward,  and  the  empty  trans- 
ports can  return  by  White  House.  Were  those  North  Kiver  barges 
chartered?    We  need  such  vessels  very  much. 

EUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  20,  1865. 
Col.  S.  L.  Brown, 

Quartermaster- GcneraVs  Office: 
General  Sheridan's  cavalry,  now  at  White  House,  will  probably  join 
us.  I  am  feeding  his  horses  now  with  forage  sent  from  here.  The 
number  of  animals  will  be  largely  increased ;  provide  forage  accord- 
ingly. We  are  entirely  out  of  hay,  and  it  is  wanted  now  more  than 
ever;  do  hurry  it  forward.  The  bran  has  not  arrived;  it  would  do 
great  good,  and  is  daily  called  for;  we  could  use  500  tons  of  it. 

E.  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  41.  ]  Washington,  March  20,  1865. 

The  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  as  a  corps  organization,  is  hereby  dis- 
continued.   Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  Emory  will  report  to  Major-General 
Hancock  for  assignment. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D,  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  42.  J  Washington,  March  20, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon  is,  by  direction  of  the  President,  assigned  to 
command  the  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Akmt  Corps, 

March  SO,  1865—9.40  a.  m. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles: 
Ten  deserters  last  night  from  Heth's  division. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Gommamdmg. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  20, 1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  front  during  the  past 
twenty -four  hours. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  SO,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Two  deserters  from  Sixteenth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  came  in  this 
morning.  They  report  all  quiet  in  the  rebel  lines,  but  are  expecting 
an  attack  from  us.  They  think  their  men  will  not  stand  a  hard  flght, 
as  they  are  tired  out.  Their  cavalry  is  posted  from  South  Side  Railroad 
to  Stony  Creek.  They  have  thrown  up  earth-works  at  Cat  Tail  Run, 
and  in  the  event  of  our  advancing  their  pickets  have  orders  to  fall 
back  to  this  line  of  works  and  make  a  stand  until  they  can  be  be  re-en- 
forced. These  works  are  not  very  formidable.  The  main  body  of  their 
cavalry  is  between  Dinwiddle  Court-House  and  Stony  Creek.  Their 
pickets  come  up  about  half  way  between  Rowanty  Creek  and  Gravelly 
Run.  Every  morning  they  send  out  from  two  to  eight  scouts  in  front 
of  their  picket-line.  These  men  were  sent  out  this  morning  on  this  duty 
and  took  advantage  of  it  to  come  pver.  -Their  rations  are  now  reduced 
to  one  ounce  of  meat  and  two  handftils  of  meal  per  day.  The  men 
brought  in  their  carbines  and  equipments,  but  could  not  bring  their 
horses. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  SO,  1865. 
Col.  G.  D.  Ruggles  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
on  the  lines  of  this  corps  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 
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Headquakters  Sixth  Aemy  Ooeps, 

March  20, 1865.    (Eeceived  11.55  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Deserters  from  MacEae's  brigade  report  that  Johuson's  and  Heth's 
divisions  are  under  marching  orders,  with  two  days'  cooked  rations 
from  to-morrow  morning,  and  that  it  is  rumored  that  they  are  to  go  to 
North  Carolina  to  re-enforce  Johnston ;  that  four  trains  are  ready  on 
South  Side  road  to  carry  them,  as  is  supposed ;  and  that  persons  returned 
from  North  Carolina  report  our  forces  skirmishing  about  ten  miles  from 
Ealeigh.  Johnson's  division  [is]  at  the  toll-gate  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Burgess'  Mill. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  20, 1865.    (Eeceived  10  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb: 

Nothing  new  to  report.  The  Eighteenth  New  Hampshire  Battalion 
has  arrived,  and  as  soon  as  report  of  strength  is  received  the  name  of 
another  New  Hampshire  regiment  will  be  submitted  for  consolidation. 

J.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  20,  1865—7.50  jp.  m. 
General  Meade  : 

Since  the  storm  we  have  had  a  fine  opportunity  to  observe  the 
enemy's  line.  I  have  just  returned  from  our  lines.  Could  discover  no 
changes.  The  usual  number  of  men  were  to  be  seen  on  the  picket  and 
main  line,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  no  change  in  the  number  of 
tents  visible.  General  Griffln  reports  that  he  is  satisfied  that  there 
is  no  change  in  the  enemy's  [line]  on  his  front,  and  that  his  force  has 
not  been  reduced.  A  deserter  from  the  Sixth  Alabama,  Grimes'  divis- 
ion, came  into  our  lines  about  1  p.  m.  He  says  he  came  from  his 
main  line;  heard  of  no  movement  of  troops,  excepting  some  artillery- 
men who  were  relieved  by  men  fi-om  a  Virginia  battery.  The  artillery- 
men were  sent  to  their  regiment;  the  guns  were  left  in  position.  His 
positive  information,  however,  is  confined  to  his  own  division. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  20,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb: 

Nothing  of  interest  has  occurred  on  my  lines  since  last  report. 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  Jr., 
Brigadier- General,  Gommamding. 
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War  Department, 
Washingtm  City,  March  20, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

Your  order  respecting  conscripting  loafers,  jobbers,  &c.,  is  approved. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  20, 1865—9.10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point  : 
The  effective  strength  of  my  cavalry  is  2,678  men. 

E.  O.  O.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  20,  1865—3.50  p.  m, 
■  Brigadier-General  Ra wlin  s  : 

Deserters  from  Bratton's  (South  Carolina)  brigade,  between  New 
Market  and  Darbytown  roads,  report  that  day  before  yesterday,  with 
Beiming's  brigade,  they  move4  to  the  vicinity  of  Savage  Station,  return- 
ing yesterday  about  noon.  On  the  Charles  City  road  yesterday  they 
say  General  Pickett  and  staff  and  their  headquarters  wagon  was  being 
unloaded.  Hunton's  and  another  brigade  had  stacked  arms  and 
appeared  as  if  in  bivouac.  The  division  wagon  train  had  come  over 
from  the  Williamsburg  road  and  was  going  up  the  Charles  City  road  in 
direction  of  Richmond.  The  men  said  the  rest  of  the  division  was  on 
the  Williamsburg  road. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  20, 1865—5.07  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point: 
Twenty-three  deserters  have  been  received  at  these  headquarters 
from  the  enemy  since  4  p.  m.  yesterday. 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  op  Virginia, 

V  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  79.  )  Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  20,  1865. 

»  »#**#■» 

13.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Mackenzie,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Cavalry  Division,  and  will  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  A..V. 
Kautz,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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Brigadier-General  Kautz,  upon  being  relieved  by  Brigadier-General 
Mackenzie,  will  re[)ort  to  Maj.  Gen.  Godfrey  Weitzel,  commanding 
Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

THEODORE  READ, 
A  ssistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Vikginia,  Akmy  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  20,  1865—10.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Haetsttff,  Hateher^s,  Bermuda  Defenses  : 
Organize  your  command  as  you  have  proposed. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  ^  Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Htjndred,Va., 
Orders,  >  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  34.     )  March  20,  1865. 

1.  By  authority  from  department  lieadquarters  the  troops  of  this 
command  are  hereby  reorganized  and  will  be  divided  and  designated 
as  follows,  viz : 

Infantry  Division,  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va. — First  Bri- 
gade: Second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery, 
armed  and  doing  duty  as  infantry;  Forty-first  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry;  One  hundred  and  fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry;  Battalion  One  hundred  and  third  Regiment  New 
Yoik  Volnnteer  Infantry.  Second  Brigade :  Sixth  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery  and  Tenth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer 
Heavy  Artillery,  armed  and  acting  as  infantry.  Brevet  Major-General 
Ferrero  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  division  and  will  designate 
the  brigade  commanders. 

Artillery  Brigade,  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va.,  consisting  of 
Companies  D,  F,  G,  and  H,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery;  Com- 
panies G  and  M,  Third  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery;  Seventh  JBattery 
New  York  Independent  Artillery.  To  be  commanded  by  Maj.  George 
B.  Cook,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 

2.  All  other  organizations,  such  as  ambulance  corps,  supply  trains, 
&c.,  will  be  unchanged.  Existing  general  orders  will  remain  in  force, 
and  the  general  and  acting  staff  officers  at  these  headquarters  (except  the 
personal  staff"  of  General  Ferrero)  will  continue  in  performance  of  their 
duties  until  further  orders.  The  following-named  officers  are  further 
announced  as  on  the  staff  of  the  majjor-general  commanding:  Bvt.  Maj.  J. 
M.  Howard,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  E.  O.  Brown,  additional 
aide-de-camp;  Capt.  S.  A.  Russell,  Seventh  U.  S.  Infantry,  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hartsuff : 

J.  M.  HOWARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Genera.. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Infantry  Division, 

[•  Defenses  op  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va., 
No.  1 .  )  March  20,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No,  34,  headquarters  Defenses  of 
Bermuda  Hundred,  of  this  date,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  com- 
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mand  of  the  Infantry  Division,  ]3efenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred.  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  McKibbin,  D.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  tbe  First  Brigade.  Ool.  George  C.  Kibbe,  Sixth  New  Tork 
Artillery,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade.  Brigade 
commanders  will  organize  their  staii'  and  forward  a  roster  of  the  same 
to  these  headquarters.  All  orders  heretofore  issued  for  the  government 
of  the  troops  of  this  command  will  remain  in  force  until  countermanded. 
The  staff  of  the  general  commanding  will  be  announced  in  further 
orders. 

EDW.  FERRERO, 
Brevet  Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarteks  Army  of  the  James, 

March  20,  J865 — 4  p.  m. 
General  Gordon,  Norfolk,  Va.: 

The  Secretary  of  War  says  you  can  proceed  with  conscription  in 
Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  and  Hampton.  I  shall  write  you  furthef  instruc- 
tions. Part  of  Sumner's  command  was  directed  to  remain  and  report 
to  you.  Keei>  them  at  some  quiet  place.  1  propose  an  expedition  for 
them  in  a  few  days,  but  wantit  kept  very  quiet. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  March  20,  ISGC). 
Brigadier-General  Voodes,  Portsmouth,  Ya.: 

A  squadron  of  cavalry  of  Colonel  Sumner's  command  have  arrived 
here  and  is  ordered  to  report  to  you.  You  will  please  keep  their 
movements  quiet. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

G.  H.  GORDON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Eastern  Virginia, 

No.  12.  \  Norfolk,  Va.,  March  20,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  0.  K.  Graham,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters,  in  pursance  of  orders  from  headquarters  depart- 
ment, is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth  and  its  defenses.  General  Graham  will  relieve  Brig.  Gen. 
].  Vogdes,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  relieved  from  duty  in  this  department  by 
order  of  the  lieutenant-general,  and  will  assume  the  command  now 
exercised  by  General  Vogdes. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon: 

WIOKHAM  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Catalry, 

March  20,  1865. 
Colonel  Forsyth,  Additional  Aide-de-Gamp  : 

Colonel:  On  my  return  to  camp  I  find  a  consolidated  report  of  the 
number  of  dismounted  men,  &c.,  an  abstract  of  which  I  submit  for  the 
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information  of  the  general  commanding.  There  are  1,323  dismounted 
men  of  the  command,  2,101  unserviceable  horses,  making  the  total  of 
horses  needed  to  mount  the  command  effectively  3,484.  There  are  427 
men  without  arms.  The  number  of  unserviceable  horses,  I  think,  can  be 
reduced  by  a  close  inspection,  which  1  will  have  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MBREITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


White  House,  March  20, 1865. 
Col.  J.  Q,  Andeeson, 

Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Remount  Gamp, 

Pleasant  Valley,  or  Winchester,  Va.: 
Tou  will  at  once  join  this  command  at  the  White  House.  General 
Sheridan  also  wishes  you  to  order  all  line  and  regimental  officers 
belonging  to  the  cavalry  here  to  join  at  once  with  you.  Use  the 
authority  of  General  Sheridan  or  my  own  in  carrying  out  this  order. 
Captains  McCann  and  Hull,  assistant  quartermasters,  also  Captain 
King,  quart«rmaster  First  Division,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  Captain 
Britton,  First  New  York  Dragoons,  Lieutenant  Dean,  Captain  Bean, 
provost-marshal,  and  all  other  oflScers  will  join.    See  to  it. 

W.  MEEEITT, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  20, 1865—2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock: 

Order  Colonel  Kellogg,  chief  commissary,  Colonel  Newhall,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  and  Surgeon  Ghiselin  to  City  Point  immediately,  to 
report  to  General  Sheridan.    These  officers  should  start  so  as  to  take 


to-morrow's  boat  from  Baltimore  or  Washington. 


U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  20, 1865—4.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  8.40  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington: 
Is  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Colored  Cavalry  longer  needed  at  Point 
Lookout?    If  not,  send  it  to  the  Army  of  the  James. 

U,  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Summit  Point,  March  20, 1865. 
Col.  D.S.Walker: 

Eegiment  sent  on  reconnaissance  has  just  returned.  Eeports  no 
enemy  to  be  found  this  side  of  Shenandoah.  Will  forward  written 
report  as  soon  as  possible, 

E,  P.  DAVIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

(Copy  forwarded  to  Major-General  Hancock  at  C.55  p.  m.) 
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Adjutant-General's  Office, 

March  20,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Grook,  Cumberland,  Md. : 

Your  exchange  has  been  effected.  The  general-in-chief  directs  that 
you  immediately  return  to  commaud  of  your  department,  iteport 
receipt  of  this  order  without  delay. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEOT), 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  March  20,  1865. 
General  Morgan,  Chief  of  Staff: 
Colonel  Reno's  expedition  is  crossing  the  river  all  right. 
liespectfuUy, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  G  eneral. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  20, 1865. 
General  Stevenson: 

The  One  hundred  and  ninety-fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  McCook,  passed 
through  Cumberland  at  9  a.  m.  to-day.  Please  order  the  regiment  to 
Charlestown  to  report  to  Brevet  MajorGeueral  Egan.  General  Han- 
cock will  be  down  on  a  special  just  after  the  mail,  but  will  return  at 
once. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  West  Virginia, 

No.  41.  J  Gimiberland,  Md.,  March  20, 1865. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  general-in-chief  the  undersigned 
assumes  command  of  the  Department  ot  West  Virginia. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Major- General. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  20, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  the  Hast,  Headquarters  New  Yorli : 
General  :  I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  two  letters  of  the 
12th  instant,  addressed  by  Mr.  D.  Cambell  McNab,  of  Richmond,  Can- 
ada West,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving  warning  of  a  proposed  raid 
from  Canada  into  the  United  States. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

[Inclosuro  Ko.  1.] 

Richmond,  County  Carleton,  West  Canada, 

March  13,  1865. 

The  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  plot  is  about  being 
entered  into  by  a  number  of  rebel  refugees  which  has  for  its  object 
pillage  and  destruction.    It  is  contemplated  by  these  unprincipled  par- 
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ties  to  make  an  attack  on  some  of  the  most  wealthy  frontier  towns, 
plunder,  and  then  burn  them.  The  principal  rendezvous  of  the  rebels 
is  Arnprior,  which  is  situated  about  forty-five  miles,  or  perhaps  fifty 
miles,  from  Brockville,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  railroad. 
Being  distant  from  the  iiout  they  imagined  that  their  operations  would 
be  free  from  observation.  The  head  of  this  organization  is  the  Bev.  O. 
S.  Hackett,  a  refugee  from  Arkansas,  who  has  been  residing  at  Arn- 
prior for  the  last  five  months.  I  have  ever  felt  a  deep  sympathy  for 
the  Northern  States  in  their  noble  efforts  to  stop  and  put  down  this 
unnatural  rebellion,  and  eventually  to  liberate  the  slave;  and  therefore 
I  give  this  information  to  your  6overnment.  Important  information 
was  communicated  by  me  to  our  own  Government,  but  although  I 
received  a  courteous  reply,  I  felt  that  the  thanks  I  received  were  cold 
and  formal,  although  they  tended  to  lead  to  [the]  reluctant  caiiture  of 
some  of  the  Saint  Albans  raiders.  I  will  communicate  the  whole  details 
of  the  plot,  and  when  they  are  going  to  make  the  attack,  to  any  ofiflcer 
of  your  Government.  I  will  meet  him  at  Morristown  any  Saturday 
you  may  appoint,  as  my  duties  prevent  me  leaving  home  any  other  day, 
and  all  1  ask  is  that  my  expenses  be  paid  to  Morristown;  and  when  I 
shall  have  given  the  proper  details,  with  the  names  of  parties,  I  shall 
request  of  the  Government  to  procure  for  me  the  degree  of  M.  A.  (Mas- 
ter of  Arts)  from  Yale  College,  as  it  is  the  most  renowned  university  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  attack  will  not  be  made  before  the  1st 
of  April,  as  they  are  busy  mustering  volunteers ;  but  it  is  not  safe  for  me 
to  commit  anything  to  paper  and  send  it  by  post,  as  there  are  spies  every- 
where. For  magnitude,  numbers,  and  munitions  of  war  this  company 
and  plot  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  any  that  has  yet  been  organized 
in  Canada.  I  will  meet  any  ofQcer  of  your  Government  either  at  Mor- 
ristown, on  the  Saint  Lawrence,  or  in  Brockville,  any  Saturday  that 
jo\i  may  appoint.  Give  me  some  token  in  your  reply  to  this  that  I  may 
know  him,  and  I  will  afford  your  Government  satisfactory  proof  of  the 
conspiracy,  so  that  it  may  be  foiled.  You  will  please  inclose  my  travel- 
ing expenses  to  Morrisburg  and  bacls:  as  an  evidence  of  good  faith. 

D.  CAMBELL  McNAB,  B.  A,, 
Principal  Classical  Academy  and  Head  Master  Grammar  Sclwol, 

Richmond,  Canada  West. 

P.  S. — I  enjoin  the  strictest  privacy  and  silence  till  I  put  the  whole 
into  your  hands.  I  have  as  an  evidence  of  my  good  faith  to  say  that  one 
of  my  beloved  nephews,  Capt.  James  A.  Lothian,  Company  C,  Twenty- 
sixth  Kegiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  was  mortally  wounded  near 
Petersburg,  and  died  at  Washington  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  ever  since  that  event  I  have  looked  upon  the  Southern  cause  with 
abhorrence.  Being  a  member  of  a  secret  society,  of  which  I  am  one  of 
the  county  heads  (or  chiefs),  I  have  come  to  a  full  knowledge  of  this 
projected  attack  and  raid. 

D.  C.  M. 

N.  B. — As  evidences  of  my  respectability,  I  inclose  envelopes  of  let- 
ters received  by  me  at  different  times  from  the  Hon.  John  A.  McDonald, 
attorney-general  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  Hon.  W.  McDougall,  pro- 
vincial secretary. 

D.  C.  M. 

N.  B.,  No.  2. — I  formerly  lived  at  Arnprior,  and  I  received  my  appoint- 
ment here  in  January  last.  I  have  weekly  communications  with 
Arnprior.    The  inclosures  I  will  bring  with  me. 
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[Inclosiiro  No.  2.] 

EiCHMOND,  March  13.  1865. 
The  Honorable  Secbetaky  of  War, 

Washington : 
Sir  :  In  addition  to  what  I  communicated  to  your  Department  this 
forenoon,  I  beg  to  state  that  it  was  through  the  influence  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  obtained  my  present  situation,  and  if  it  were  known  here  that 
I  had  given  any  information  to  the  Government  at  Washington,  with- 
out first  reporting  to  our  Government,  1  might  be  in  danger  of  losing 
my  situation  here;  therefore  I  again  request  secrecy  till  I  have  com- 
municated all  the  details,  with  proofs,  to  your  accredited  agent.  The 
ramifications  of  the  conspiracy  are  more  extended  than  any  one  on  your 
side  of  the  line  can  possibly  have  any  conception  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  GAMBELL   McNAB. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  21, 1865—2.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  would  recommend  relieving  Crook  from  command  of  his  depart- 
ment and  ordering  him  to  command  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  our  white  troops  are 
being  paid,  whilst  the  colored  troops  are  not.  If  paymasters  could  be 
ordered  here  immediately  to  commence  paying  them  it  would  have  a 
flue  etiect. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  21,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  have  ordered  General  Crook  to  be  relieved  and  report  to  you  tor 
assignment  to  command,  and  have  directed  paymasters  to  be  sent  down 
to  pay  the  colored  troops.  Tlie  reason  for  the  difference  was  that  at 
the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  troops  were  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  corps  in  their  numerical  order.  We  have  not  money  to 
pay  all  at  once,  but  can  pay  them  progressively. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  March  21,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

General-in-Chief,  City  Point,  Va.: 
General  Crook  is  now  at  Cumberland,  and  has  received  the  order 
announcing  his  exchange  and  directing  him  to  assume  command  of  his 
department. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Wak  Depaktment, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  21,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

A  person  in  confidential  communication  with  Thompson  and  Tucker, 
the  rebel  agents  in  Canada,  whence  he  has  just  arrived,  reports  that 
information  had  been  received  by  them  from  Eichmond  to  the  11th 
instant.  It  had  been  determined  to  unite  the  armies  of  Lee  and  John- 
ston, but  at  what  point  was  still  undecided.  It  was  expected,  but  not 
yet  absolutely  resolved,  that  Lee's  army  would  leave  Eichmond  for  the 
purpose. 

G.  A.  DANA. 


NOKPOLK,  Va.,  March  21, 1865. 

(Eeceived  2.40  p.  m.) 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 
General  Grant  would  like  to  see  you,  and  I  shall  be  in  Washington 
to-morrow  morning  with  this  vessel  (the  Bat),  in  which  you  can  leave 
in  the  afternoon.     She  is  a  regular  armed  man-of-war  and  the  fastest 
vessel  on  the  river.    I  think  it  would  be  best  for  you  to  use  her. 

G.  Y.  FOX, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  21,  1865—7.45  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  Grant  desires  to  know  the  effective  mounted  strength  of 
your  cavalry. 

J.  A.  EAWLINS, 
BrigadierOeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  21,  1865—7.50  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Eaw^lins  : 

The  return  of  the  cavalry  division  for  March  10  showed  6,000  enlisted 
men  equipped  and  present. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  21,  1865—10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Only  twelve  deserters  yesterday.  Some  that  came  iu  late  last  night 
report  that  Johnson's  and  Heth's  divisions  were  under  marching  orders, 
with  two  days'  rations;  that  it  was  rumored  they  were  going  to  North 
Carolina,  the  cars  being  ready  on  South  Side  Eailroad  for  them:  and 
that  our  troops  were  skirmishing  within  ten  miles  of  Ealeigh.  1  will 
keep  a  sharp  lookout  and  advise  you  the  moment  I  am  satisfied  of  any 
movement. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  tub  Potomac, 

March  21,  1865. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Asiit.  Adjt,  Oen.,  Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
Colonel:  Some  time  since  a  letter  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard 
recommending  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham  for  proiiiotiou  was  referred 
to  me.  On  returning  this  communication  I  indorsed  on  it  the  principle 
which  had  governed  me  in  making  nominations  for  brevets,  and  on 
which  I  had  not  considered  the  services  of  General  Benham  and  cer- 
tain of  his  staff  officers  as  justifying  me  in  presenting  their  names. 
Mere  meritorious  and  faithful  services  iu  connection  witli  military  oper- 
ations do  not  entitle  officers,  in  my  judgment,  to  promotion  by  brevet, 
which  should  be  confined  to  distinguished  good  conduct  and  gallantry 
in  the  field  and  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  I  find,  however,  that 
this  rule  does  not  govern  the  War  Department  in  the  appointments 
that  have  been  made,  numerous  officers  of  this  army  of  different  staff 
departments  precisely  in  the  same  category  as  Brigadier-General  Ben- 
ham, besides  many  officers  in  the  department  at  Washington  and  else- 
where, having  been  brevetted  for  "faithful  and  meritorious  services."  I 
learn  also  that  an  application  has  been  made  for  the  promotion  of 
Brigadier-General  Benham,  by  my  predecessor  in  command  of  this 
army,  for  distinguished  servi(!es  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  elsewhere.  Under  these  circumstances,  fearing  my 
action  may  operate  to  the  injustice  of  General  Benham  by  excluding 
him  from  a  i)romotion  given  to  others  who  have  no  greater  claims,  but 
were  more  fortunate  in  the  sui)eriors  through  whom  their  claims  were 
presented  to  the  department,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  that 
the  failure  to  adopt  as  a  rule  the  principle  enunciated  by  me  entitles 
Brigadier-General  Benham  and  those  officers  of  the  staff  recommended 
with  him  to  the  promotion  asked  for  them.  Brigadier-General  Benham 
has  been  most  earnest  and  faithful  iu  the  discharge  of  all  the  duties 
assigned  to  him.  He  has,  moreover,  designed  and  introduced  into  the 
service  a  light  shovel  for  pickets,  which  is  universally  approved,  and  is 
leally  a  very  valuable  suggestion.  And  iu  view  of  all  these  facts  I  desire 
to  withdraw  any  objection  to  his  promotion  and  to  recommend  the  same. 
This  communication  is  forwarded  for  the  information  and  action  of  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding,  as  the  letter  of  Brevet  Major  General 
Barnard  was  referred  to  me  by  his  orders. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  21,  1865—9  a.  m. 

Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  front  during  the  past 
twenty-four  hours. 
EespectfuUy, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Special  Orders,  )       Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  74.  )  Near  Eatcher^s  Run,  Va.,  March  21,  1865. 

******* 

V.  Brevet  Major- General  GriflSn  will  post  a  picket  reserve  of  at  least 
300  men  at  the  bridge-head  across  Hatcher's  Ruu,  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral  Ayres  will  double  his  picket  reserves.  Brevet  Major-General 
Crawford  will  post  a  picket  reserve  of  150  men  at  the  Goshen  house 
and  the  same  number  at  the  junction  of  the  Church  road  with  the  Hal- 
ifax road.  These  reserves  will  be  posted  to-morrow  morning,  22d 
instant. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and   Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  21,  1865. 
Col.  F,  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  already  300  men 
on  picket  on  the  north  side  of  Hatcher's  Run,  with  directions  to  fall 
back  to  the  bridge-head  if  attacked.  I  respectfully  ask  to  be  informed 
whether  Special  Orders,  No.  74,  headquarters  Fifth  Armj'  Corps,  of 
March  21,  1865,  directs  me  to  double  this  number. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  21,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Griffin, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  p.  m.  I  am  instructed  by 
the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  you  can  post  a  force  of  200 
at  the  bridge-head  at  Hatcher's  Run,  instead  of  300  as  previously 
ordered.    This  force  to  be  in  addition  to  that  you  have  on  picket. 
1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  21,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  opened  up  yesterday  afternoon  with  the  columbiad  upon 
the  Avery  house,  and  kept  up  a  persistent  fire  until  dark.  Our  bat- 
teries did  not  reply  for  some  time,  but  as  soon  as  they  opened  the  enemy 
returned  vigorously  with  mortars.  Seven  deserters  have  been  reported. 
They  represent  three  brigades  of  Grimes'  (Battle's  old)  division.  These 
are  very  intelligent  men. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqbs.  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  army  Corps, 

March  21, 1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Hunt, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
About  2  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  his  8-inch  columbiad  on  the  Avery 
house.  His  fire  (after  quite  a  number  of  shots  had  been  fired)  was 
replied  to  by  the  heavy  guns  in  Forts  Avery  and  Morton,  and  Battery 
15.  He  then  opened  his  mortar  batteries  and  rifle  batteries,  bearing  on 
Forts  Meikel,  Sedgwick,  and  Morton.  The  fire  was  principally  returned 
from  the  heavy  guns  on  the  line.  No  casualties  or  damage  of  conse- 
quence to  report. 

J.  C.  TIDBALL, 
Brevet  Brigadier- Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  21,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Davees, 

GommMnding  Cavalry  Division : 
Major-General  Meade  desires  to  see  you  this  evening. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  James, 

March  21,  1865.    (Received  5.10  p.  m.) 
General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Twenty-nine  deserters  have  been  received  at  these  headquarters 
from  the  enemy  since  4  p.  m.  yesterday. 

THEO.  BEAD, 
Assistant  Adjuta/nt- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  March  2i,  1865. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
General  Read: 

I  go  down  to  Fort  Monroe  to-night.     Come  back  to-morrow.    Notify 
General  Gibbon. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  21, 1865. 
The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  the  major-general 
commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  and  is  published  for  the  informa- 
tion of  all  concerned : 

Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

March  SI,  1865. 
Maj.  Oen.  John  Gibbon: 

Cannot  somethiDg  be  done  to  stop  desertions  from  yonr  corps  f  I  will  ^ve  $100 
reward  and  three  uiontbs'  leave  or  furlough  to  any  officer  or  soldier  who  shoots  or 
brings  in  a,  deserter  going  to  the  enemy.    Division  commauderB  will  cause  com- 
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mandeis  of  regiments  id  trhich  such  desertions  may  occur  to  make  out  and  send  to 
these  headquarters  lists  of  all  suspected  bounty  j  umpers  in  their  commands.  The 
department  commander  has  decided  that  he  yrill  send  all  bounty  jumpers  to  the  Dry 
Tortugas. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Geu.  John  Gibbon : 

A.  H.  EMBLEE. 
Brevet  Major,  Aide-de  Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen. 


General  ^  Hdqks.  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Httndred,  Va., 
Orders,  >  Army  op  the  James, 

No,  35.     )  March  31, 1865. 

******* 

2.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Abbot,  colonel  of  the  First  Connecticut  Artil- 
lery, is  hereby  announced  as  the  commander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  of 
this  command,  instead  of  Maj.  George  B.  Cook,  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand in  General  Orders,  No.  34,  from  these  headquarters. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hartsuff : 

J.  M.  HOWAED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ^  Headquabters  Cavalry  Division, 

>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  25.  )  Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  21, 1865. 

In  compliance  with  extract  13,  Special  Orders,  No.  79,  dated  head- 
quarters Army  of  the  James,  before  Eichmond,  March  20,  1865,  the 
undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Cavalry  Division,  Army 
of  the  James. 

E.  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Brigadier- General,   TJ.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Division. 


Special  Orders,  J      Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  58.  )  Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  21, 1865. 

******* 

III.  Col.  A.  W.  Evans,  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  will  report  to  Col.  S.  P.  Spear,  command- 
ing Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

IV.  Col.  S.  P.  Spear,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Divis- 
ion, will  take  up  in  his  reports  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  which  will 
hereafter  form  portion  of  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mackenzie: 

H.  0.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  21, 1865. 

(Received  22d,) 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division: 
T  do  not  wish  to  hurry  you,  and  besides  fully  appreciate  the  necessity 
of  both  having  your  horses  well  shod  and  well  rested  before  starting 
again  on  another  long  march.  But  there  is  now  such  a  possibility,  if 
not  probability,  of  Lee  and  Johnston  attempting  to  unite  that  I  feel 
extremely  desirous  not  only  of  cutting  the  lines  of  communication 
between  them,  but  of  having  a  large  and  properly  commanded  cavalry 
force  ready  to  act  with  in  case  such  an  att«mpt  is  made.  I  think  that 
by  Saturday  next  you  had  better  start,  even  if  you  have  to  stop  here  to 
finish  shoeing  up.  I  will  have  a  force  moved  out  from  north  of  the 
James  to  take  possession  of  Long  Bridge  crossing  and  to  lay  a  pon- 
toon for  you.  Some  of  the  troops  will  push  up  as  far  as  Bottom's  Bridge, 
if  they  do  not  meet  with  too  much  opposition.  This  move  will  not  be 
made  at  the  date  indicated  unless  it  is  known  that  you  are  ready  to 
start;  it  will  be  made  earlier  if  you  indicate  a  readiness  to  start 
earlier.  Stoneman  started  yesterday  from  Knoxville  with  a  cavalry 
force  of  probably  5,000  men  to  penetrate  Southwest  Virginia  as  far 
toward  Lynchburg  as  possible.  Under  his  instructions  he  may  strike 
from  New  Eiver  toward  Danville.  This,  however,  I  do  not  expect  him 
to  do.  Wilson  started  at  the  same  time  from  Bastport  toward  Selma 
with  a  splendidly  equipped  cavalry  force  of  12,000  men.  Oanby  is  in 
motion,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Sherman  and  Schofield  have 
formed  a  junction  at  Goldsborough. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquabtees  Middle  Military  Division, 

White  Home,  Va.,  March  21, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  send  to-day  to  City  Point,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Coppinger,  Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  1,200  cavalrymen,  armed  and 
equipped,  to  be  mounted  on  horses  which  the  lieutenant-general  notified 
me  could  be  furnished.  I  find  over  2,100  horses  which  had  to  be  con- 
demned, and  will  be  sent  to  Giesborough  Point.  Nearly  all  these  horses 
are  afi'ected  with  the  hoof  rot  and  will  not  be  serviceable  for  some  time 
to  come.  This,  of  course,  dismounts  that  number  of  men.  There  is  to  be 
added  to  this  over  1,000  dismounted  men  who  came  in  on  foot  and  on 
mules,  so  that  my  cavalry  force  will  be  diminished  over  3,000.  A  great 
exertion  should  be  made  to  get  horses  to  City  Point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  21, 1865—11.25  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
The  following  telegram  received  from  General  Sheridan  is  respectfully 
referred  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  lieutenant-general  commaud- 
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ing.  I  have  not  telegraphed  to  Major  Price.  I  wrote  to  General  Sher- 
idan, and  sent  same  by  Oaptain  Lincoln,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
get  horses : 

White  House,  March  SO,  1S65. 

(Via  Fortress  Monroe.) 
Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  Forsyth  : 

(Care  of  General  Meade.) 
The  blacksmiths  and  forges  came  np  yesterday  evening.     This  'will  enable  us  to 
shoe  only  300  horses  daily.     I  will,  however,  turn  out  the  regimental  blacksmiths 
and  do  the  best  we  can.     The  number  of  dismounted  will  be  much  greater  than  was 
at  first  supposed,  owing  to  the  hoof  rot.     Telegraph  Price  to  send  horses  quickly. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier-Oeneral. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  21, 1865 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Shekidan, 

White  House,  Va.: 
I  have  ordered  twenty-five  additional  forges  to  facilitate  your  horse- 
shoeing.   I  have  ordered  Crook  here  to  command  the  divisions  of 
cavalry  which  will  re-enforce  your  column. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Field  Orders,  »  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  20.  \  White  House,  Va.,  March  21, 1865. 

I.  Each  division  commander  will  organize  without  delay  600  dis- 
mounted men  of  his  division,  under  a  proper  number  of  good  ofl&cers 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  to  take  boat  at  once  for  City  Point, 
where  they  will  be  remounted. 

II.  These  men  will  go  fully  armed  and  equipped,  save  in  the  matter 
of  horses.    They  will  go  supplied  with  two  days'  rations. 

III.  Each  division  commander  will  detail  a  competent  field  officer  in 
charge  of  the  men  of  his  division,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Third  Division  will  detail  a  colonel  to  take  command  of  the  entire 
force.  This  officer  will  be  ordered  to  report  at  these  headquarters  at 
once  for  instructions. 

IV.  The  men  from  each  division  will  be  organized  and  report  to  Cap- 
tain Brown,  chief  quartermaster,  at  the  White  House  Landing  by  2  p. 
m.  to-day. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  SPREADBUEY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Winchester,  March  21,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  in  cipher  of  20th  was  received  at  12  m.  to-day.    It 
will  be  complied  with  at  once. 

WmP'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Chap.  LVm.]   .  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  69 


HBia)QUARTERS  MIDDLE  MILITARY  DIVISION, 

March  21,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point,  Ya. : 
I  would  respectfully  request  to  know  whether  under  the  provisions 
of  Special  Orders,  No.  48, 1  am  at  liberty  to  permit  family  supplies  to 
pass  the  lines  I  actually  hold,  under  any  circumstances.  For  example: 
I  do  not  hold  Loudoun  County,  but  have  in  my  command  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry  composed  of  men  from  that  county,  whose  families 
live  iu  Loudoun  and  have  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  supplies  across 
the  Potomac.    The  same  is  the  situation  in  parts  of  West  Virginia. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


Hancock's  Headqttabteks, 
March  21, 1865.    (Received  7  a.  m.  22d.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  learn  to-night,  through  a  dispatch  from  General  Carroll,  at  Cum- 
berland, that  Major-General  Crook  has  assumed  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  West  Virginia,  with  headquarters  at  Cumberland.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  department  are  at  this  place,  and  I  am  in  command  by 
the  assignment  of  the  President.  I  have  no  other  ofBcial  knowledge 
of  General  Crook's  being  in  this  division.  I  have  ordered  him,  if  he 
has  assumed  command,  to  replace  matters  as  he  found  them,  and 
report  at  Frederick,  Md,,  in  arrest,  and  will  prefer  charges  against  him 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


Adjxjtant-Genebal's  Office, 

Washington,  March  21, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division,  Winchester,  Va. : 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook  be 
immediately  relieved  from  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land and  ordered  to  report  in  person  without  delay  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant  for  assignment  to  a  command.    Acknowledge  receipt. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutamt-General. 


Cumberland,  March  21, 1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester,  Va. : 
Understanding  from  General  Carroll  this  evening  that  Major-General 
Hancock  was  unaware  of  my  being  reassigned  to  the  command  of  this 
department,  I  transmit  herewith  the  order  under  which  I  yesterday 
assumed  command.* 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Major-  General. 


'  See  To-wiisend  to  Crook,  March  20,  p.  59. 
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Washington,  March,  21, 1865 — i.30  p  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (colored)  will  be  sent,  as  you  have 
directed,  as  soon  as  they  can  exchange  their  muskets  for  carbines  and 
transportation  be  obtained. 

C.  C.  AUGUK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquakters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  21, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augtjb, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington: 
Major-General  Hancock  desires  the  Second  Regiment,  First  Veteran 
Corps,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kusserow  commanding,  to  be  ordered  to  report 
to  Brevet  Major-General  Brooke  at  Halltown,  near  Harper's  Ferry,  as 
soon  as  practicable.  A  scout  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry  and  one  of 
infantry  left  here  yesterday  to  go  through  Loudoun  County  and  to 
Ashby's  and  Snicker's  Gaps.  They  were  at  Hillsborough  last  night. 
The  fords  of  the  Shenandoah  are  not  yet  passable,  and  Mosby's  men 
will  be  obliged  to  move  toward  you. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  J).  C,  March  21,  1665. 
General  Barnes, 

Commanding  at  Point  LooTcout: 

General  Grant  wants  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry.     Can  you 

spare  it?    General  Hoffman  thinks  1,000  men  there  will  be  sufficient. 

By  bringing  in  your  detachments,  except  at  the  Government  farms, 

will  you  not  have  more  than  that  number  ?    Please  let  me  know  at  once. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-  General. 


Point  Lookout,  March  21, 1865. 

(Received  11.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding : 
I  should  recommend  that  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  be  ordered 
to  the  front.  I  will  make  the  best  disposition  of  the  force  left  here, 
and  if  necessary  it  would  be  far  better  to  fill  up  the  regiments  of  the 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  As  cavalry  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  are  of  no 
use  here.  It  will  make  a  good  regiment  in  the  performance  of  their 
regular  duty  as  cavalry. 

J.  BARNES, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqes.  Dept.  op  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  21, 1865. 
General  Barnes, 

Commanding,  Point  Lookout : 

Will  you  have  1,000  men  at  the  post  after  the  removal  of  the  Fifth 
Massachusetts  Cavalry!  If  not,  how  near  that;  and  will  you  have 
sufficient  for  the  present?  The  two  regiments  then  will  be  fiiled  up  as 
soon  as  possible.  About  how  many  men  in  the  hospital  then  will  be 
available  for  the  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps?  How  many  men  and  how 
many  horses  will  there  be  in  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  to  send? 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Point  Lookout,  March  21, 1865. 

(Received  6.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Attgtjr: 

The  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  will  have  1,200  men  and  900  horses, 
camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  six  wagons.  They  had  better  turn 
over  their  muskets  here,  probably.  There  are  about  fifty  men  in  the 
hospital  fit  for  duty  in  the  First  Battalion,  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps,  and 
thirty  for  the  Second  Battalion  of  those  the  board  were  permitted  to 
have  access  to.  Doctor  Delany  returns  to  Washington  to-night,  and 
will  report  the  state  of  things  there.  I  shall  have  over  1,000  men, 
including  the  detachments,  I  will  manage  to  get  along  until  the 
Veteran  Eeserves  are  filled  up.  I  am  informed  that  the  Eleventh 
Eegiment  will  be  filled  very  soon. 

JAMES  BAENES, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dbpt.  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  21,  1865. 
General  Barnes, 

Commanding,  Point  Lookout: 

Let  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  make  immediate  requisition  for 
carbines  and  such  equipments  as  they  require  to  fit  them  for  the  field. 
Send  an  officer  with  the  requisitions  to  hasten  the  delivery  of  the 
articles.  Their  muskets  may  be  turned  over  to  your  ordnance  officer 
to  be  sent  to  the  arsenal  here,  except  such  as  you  require  for  your  own 
use. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  21, 1865. 
General  Gamble, 

Commanding,  Fairfax  Court-House: 

General  Hancock  has  a  force  in  Loudoun  County,  and  thinks  the 
rebel  force  there  will  be  driven  over  toward  you.  You  had  better  have 
a  force  out  to  look  for  them. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  W.  Va.  and  Middle  Militaby  Div., 

Winchester,  March  21,  1S65. 
Major-General  Ceook, 

Cumberland  : 
The  major-general  commanding  has  been  informed  that  you  have 
assumed  commaud  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  with  head- 
quarters at  Cumberland.  If  you  have  assumed  any  command  Major- 
General  Hancock  directs  that  you  replace  matters  as  you  found  them 
and  report  at  Frederick  City  in  arrest,  reporting  by  telegraph  your 
compliance  with  this  order. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqes.  Middle  Military  Div.  and  Dept.  of  W.  Va.< 

Winchester,  March  21,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson  : 

It  is  understood  that  Major-General  Crook  has  assumed  command  of 
the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  with  headquarters  at  Cumberland. 
No  orders  emanating  from  this  authority  will  be  respected. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  General  Carroll,  and  copy  for  General  Duval  through  Gen- 
eral Carroll.) 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  22,  1865 — i.30  p.  m. 
Lieuteuant-General  Grant  : 

Your  account  of  the  way  Crook  talked  on  his  return  from  Richmond, 
and  other  circumstances,  induce  me  to  suggest  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  propriety  of  giving  him  a  command  so  important  as  that  of  your 
cavalry.  For  that  reason  I  ordered  him  to  report  to  you  without  indi- 
cating any  specific  duty  to  which  he  was  to  be  assigned.  With  this 
suggestion  the  matter  is  left  entirely  to  your  own  judgment.  Anything 
you  may  do  in  regard  to  it  will  be  approved. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  22, 1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Twenty-two  deserters  yesterday;  twenty  are  reported  this  morning. 
No  movements.  The  whole  Confederate  army  appear  to  have  had  two 
days'  cooked  rations  and  told  to  be  on  the  alert;  I  think  due  more  to 
an  expected  attack  from  us  than  any  projected  movement  on  their  part. 
I  regret  to  state  eight  desertions  to  the  enemy  are  reported  last  night — 
six  substitutes  from  the  Ninth  Corps  and  two  from  the  Sixth.  Sharp 
picket-firing  last  night  on  Ninth  Corps  front. 

GEO.  G,  MEADE, 

Major-G&neral. 
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Headquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  22,  1865 — 10a5  a.  m. 
LieutenantGeneral  Grant: 

In  addition  to  the  nineteen  deserters  just  report«d  as  coming  in  last 
night,  Humphreys  reports  twenty-two  coming  in  on  his  line,  which 
makes  forty-one  in  all.    No  special  information  reported. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Memoratida   showing   condition  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  for 
information  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  U.  8.  Arm,ies. 

Office  of  Chief  Quartermaster, 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  22,  1865. 
1.  Amount  of  forage  on  hand  with  the  troops,  as  follows: 


Number  of  days' 
forage  of — 


Army  of  the  Potomac  . 
Army  of  the  James  . . , 
In  depot  City  Point . . . 
Shipped  and  to  arrive  . 

Total  provided  . . 


2.  Principal  articles  on  hand  for  issue,  as  follows : 


Artillery  horses 374 

Mules 683 

6-maIe  teams 175 

Ambulances 23 

Blankets 29,074 

Blouses 34, 966 

Shirts 19,383 

3.  Shipping: 

Arrived  yestetday : 

Steamers 14 

Cleared : 

Steamers 12 

Schooners 3 

In  harbor: 

Steamers 9 


Trousers 8,223 

Bootees 5,917 

Stockings 8,677 

Drawers 6,126 

Overcoats 6,681 

Tents 11,453 


In  harbor — continued. 

Propel  lers 10 

Brigs 5 

Bark 1 

Schooners 34 

Tugs 8 

Barges 43 


4.  Miscellaneous :  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Ekin  telegraphs  that  he 
is  doing  everything  possible  in  dispatching  cavalry  and  artillery 
horses;  that  the  shipment  of  artillery  horses  will  be  completed  this 
week;  and  that  the  storm  and  flood  have  temporarily  deranged  the 
"receipts  from  the  North. 

Colonel  Brown,  quartermaster,  telegraphs  that  there  is  a  sufficient 
amount  of  grain  ordered  and  afloat;  that  every  ton  of  hay  possible  to 
be  reached  will  be  shipped ;  that  bran  was  ordered  immediately  upon 
the  receipt  of  my  former  dispatches ;  and  that  he  ordered  two  vessels 
loaded  with  forage  for  City  Point  to  White  House. 

*  So  in  original,  but  the  correct  addition  is  31J. 
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The  Army  of  the  James  has  just  sent  iu  a  telegraphic  estimate  for 
some  900  cavalry  horses  in  addition  to  about  650  already  supplied  this 
month.  That  army  should  anticipate  its  wants  and  give  more  accurate 
and  timely  notice  of  public  wants.  The  fault  is  frequently  with  divis- 
ion and  subordinate  commanders.  All  these  estimates  will  be  fiUed 
as  fast  as  transports  can  be  found  to  transport  the  animals  here. 

Col.  G.  W.  Bradley,  chief  quartermaster  of  this  depot,  leaves  at  1 
p.  m.  for  White  House  to  make  arrangements  for  the  abandonment  of 
that  depot  upon  the  departure  of  General  Sheridan. 

Mr.  Allen,  the  agent  for  Captain  Strang,  arrived  here  last  night 
with  340  contrabands,  all  that  he  could  obtain  from  those  brought  in 
by  General  Sheridan. 

The  following-named  vessels  will  have  left  for  White  House  by  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon:  Steamers  Diamond  State,  Monitor,  Lizzie 
Baker,  Vulcan,  Mary  Washington,  Maryland,  and  Wm.  Whildon. 
There  have  also  left  for  the  same  point  within  the  past  forty-eight 
hours  the  steamers  Cossack,  Claymont,  Curlew,  D.  H.  Mount,  Key- 
port,  C.  Vanderbilt,  Nellie  Pentz,  John  Brooks,  and  John  A.  Warner. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

EUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brig.  Gen.  and  Chief  Q.  M.  Armies  operating  against  Richmond. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

March  22,  1865—6.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Bkin, 

First  Division,  Quartermaster-GeneraVs  Office: 
It  is  supposed  Sheridan  will  be  here  by  the  27th  prepared  for  another 
march  with  the  exception  of  2,000  cavalry  horses.  The  lieutenant- 
general  directs  me  to  obtain  all  that  you  can  possibly  send  meantime. 
Both  these  armies  require  a  large  number  yet.  Please  forward  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  If  Sheridan  does  not  detain  our  transports  unneces- 
sarily at  White  House,  General  Eucker  should  be  able  to  fiirnish  suffi- 
cient transportation. 

EUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier- General,  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Depot  Ordnance  Office,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  22,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Sir:  I  have  been  notified  that  arrangements  have  been  made  by 
which  I  am  to  pay  deserters  for  their  arms  at  the  rate  of  $8  per  arm. 
I  respectfully  request  from  you  a  written  order  directing  these  pay. 
ments  to  be  used  as  a  voucher  of  authority. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  DUTTOK, 
Lieutenant,  Ordnance,  Commanding  Depot. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  32, 1865. 
Lieut.  C,  E.  Button, 

Ordnance  Depot,  City  Point,  Va.: 
It  is  arranged  that  you  are  to  pay  for  arms  brought  in  by  deserters. 
They  will  be  forwarded  with  their  arms  or  with  receipts  from  the  pro- 
vost-marshal here.  Pay  them  at  the  rate  of  $8  per  arm  on  voucher 
No.  17  for  the  present.  You  can  get  any  orders  you  please  from  Colonel 
Bowers.  In  column  of  remarks  state  object  of  expenditure  and  quote 
order.  I  have  telegraphed  for  $10,000  to  be  sent  to  you.  A  batch  will 
be  sent  to-day.    Answer. 

F.  H.  PAEKEE, 
Chief  Ordnartee  Officer. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  57.  J  City  Point,  Va.,  March  22, 1865. 

******* 

IV.  The  Twenty-eighth  Eegiment  TJ.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  relieved 
from  duty  at  City  Point,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Varina 
Landing  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia,  for  orders.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  fur- 
nish necessary  transportation. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  22,  1865—10.25  a.  m. 

Col.  George  D.  Eugglbs, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Twenty-two  deserters    came   in   last   night — nine  from   Johnson's 
division,  thirteen  from  Heth's  division. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEETS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

No.  73.  )  March  22, 1865. 

1.  During  the  absence  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Shallenberger,  chief 
quartermaster,  Maj.  W.  H.  D.  Cochrane  will  act  as  chief  quartermas- 
ter of  the  corps. 

•  **•*** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

CHAS.  a.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistamt  Adjutant- General. 


76  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  "W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVin. 

Obdebs.]  Headquabtees  Second  Aemy  Corps, 

March  23,  1865. 

This  corps  will  be  reviewed  to-morrow  at  2.30  p.  m. 

1.  The  Second  Division  will  reach  the  ground  at  12.30  o'clock,  and  in 
crossing  the  Vaughan  road,  railroad,  and  approaching  the  review 
ground  will  move  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  First  and  Third  Divis- 
ions moving  to  their  positions. 

2.  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  will  reach  the  ground  at  1.30  o'clock, 
approaching  in  such  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with  each  other  or  with 
the  Second  Division. 

3.  The  artillery  will  reach  the  ground  at  1  o'clock. 

4.  The  formation  will  be  line  of  battalions  in  mass,  division  front, 
brigade  commanders  to  be  opposite  the  right  of  their  brigade.  The 
troops  will  pass  in  review,  closed  in  mass,  at  quick  time,  mounted  offi- 
cers only  saluting. 

5.  The  distance  between  battalions  in  line  will  be  twenty- two  paces 
except  wheu  a  battalion  is  so  large  as  to  require  more  than  that  space 
to  change  direction  by  the  flank. 

6.  Division  commanders  are  requested  to  cause  battalion  command- 
ers to  see  that  their  companies  are  sized  march  before  the  battalion  is 
formed. 

7.  Upon  reaching  a  point  100  yards  on  the  right  of  the  reviewing 
officer  (the  point  will  be  marked  by  a  stake)  the  battalions  leaving  the 
field  will  move  at  double-quick.  Division  commanders  will  send  a  staff 
officer  to  the  point  indicated  to  see  that  the  order  is  carried  out  at  the 
proper  time. 

8.  After  passing  the  reviewing  officer  staff  officers  of  the  division 
and  brigade  commanders  will  form  successively  on  the  right  of  the 
corps  staff;  orderlies  and  escorts  in  line,  in  rear  of  the  staffs  to  which 
they  are  attached, 

9.  The  troops  will  appear  in  heavy  marching  order. 

10.  Troops  of  the  Fifth  Corps  will  occupy  the  line  during  the  review. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquabtees  Fifth  Abmt  Coeps, 

March  22,  1865.     (Received  9.45  a.  m.) 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  to  report  all  quiet  in  my  front  during  yesterday  and  last 
night.  Three  deserters  from  Fourth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  were 
received  last  evening.  They  report  all  quiet  in  the  rebel  lines.  Their 
regiment  has  been  moved  up  to  Hatcher's  Eun  on  picket  duty.  The 
Fourth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  belongs  to  Roberts'  brigade,  of  Lee's 
division.  It  is  composed  of  Fourth  and  Sixteenth  North  Carolina 
and  Eighth  Georgia  Cavalry  (the  Eighth  Georgia  was  recently  sent  to 
Raleigh),  Graham's  battery,  four  pieces,  and  Lyon's  battery,  four 
pieces.  This  brigade  is  about  650  strong,  all  told.  Barringer's  bri- 
gade of  cavalry,  about  1,000  strong,  is  near  Stony  Creek,  and  is  the 
finest  brigade  they  have.  These  men  brought  with  them  their  arms 
and  equipments  and  two  horses. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Gobfs, 

March  22,  1865. 

Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
on  the  lines  of  this  corps  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.    Two 
men  from  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  deserted  to  the  enemy 
last  night. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
March  22,  1865.     (Eeceived  10.05  a.  m.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

-     Chief  of  Staff: 
Picket-firing  heavier  than  usual  last  night.     Seventeen  deserters 
from  Grimes'  division  been  reported.    We  lost  six  substitutes  last 
night — four  from  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  and  two  fi-om  Forty-fifth 
Pennsylvania. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  22, 1865. 
Major-General  Webb  : 

A  scouting  party  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  was  yesterday  ambus- 
caded by  some  guerrillas,  and  lost  3  men  killed  and  5  captured.  The 
enemy  were  finally  driven  off.  I  sent  out  a  large  force  this  a.  m.  to 
thoroughly  scout  the  country  and  drive  out  these  men.  Nothing  else 
of  moment  occurred. 

H.  E.  DA  VIES,  Jr., 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  22, 1865—4.20  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point: 

General  Gordon  sends  the  following  information,  received  through  a 
deserter  firom  the  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  who  reports  that 
the  position  which  he  occupied  at  Weldon  afforded  him  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  observe  the  amount  of  supplies  passing  through  that  place, 
the  sources  from  whence  they  came,  and  their  final  destination :  All 
of  the  forage  for  General  Lee's  army  passes  through  Weldon.  It  is 
brought  there  on  the  Seaboard,  Ealeigh  and  Gaston,  and  Weldon 
and  Wilmington  Eailroads.  Forage  very  scarce.  All  sugar  and 
coffee  lately  issued  to  General  Lee's  army  has  been  carried  through 
Weldon,  and  most  of  it  came  via  Murfree's  Depot.  Four  hundred 
bales  of  cotton  stored  in  Weldon  when  informant  left.  Cotton  seized 
by  Confederate  Government  is  turned  over  to  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, who  appoints  agents  to  carry  it  into  our  lines  and  dispose  of  it. 
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These  agents  are  obliged  to  give  security  to  amount  of  $20,000,  and 
are  then  allowed  to  take  that  amount  of  cotton  out  of  the  Confederacy 
and  exchange  it  for  coffee,  sugar,  and  bacon.  From  6,000  to  12,000 
pounds  of  bacon  usually  passed  through  Weldon  daily,  and  most  of  it 
came  from  blockade-runners,  who  gave  it  in  exchange  for  cotton.  Cot- 
ton trade  dull  since  late  restrictions  on  all  trade.  Cannot  be  disposed 
of,  and  is  no  longer  sent  to  Murfree's  Depot.  Weldon  is  defended  by 
one  company,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery  stationed  north  side  of  Eoan- 
oke  River  near  railroad  bridge.  Bridge  is  good  and  very  substantial; 
is  used  for  carriages  and  foot  passengers;  is  only  bridge  over  river 
there.  There  are  three  companies  of  cavalry  between  Suffolk  and 
Weldon,  called  Twelfth  North  Carolina  Battalion,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain HoUiday,  two  companies  at  Borgan's  Depot,  and  one,  with  head- 
quarters at  Muriree's,  pickets  the  Chowan  and  Blackwater.  When 
General  Sherman  was  last  heard  from  he  was  at  Pavetteville. 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and- Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  23, 1865.     (Received  7  p.  m.) 
General-  Rawlins  : 
Forty-nine  deserters  came  into  the  lines  ot  this  army  since  yesterday. 

THEO.  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  22,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Will  you  appoint  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  M.  Harris,  colonel  of  the  Tenth 
West  Virginia,  a  brigadier-general  of  volunteers,  so  that  I  can  retain 
him  in  service.  His  time  is  now  up,  and  he  must  leave  unless  appointed. 
His  appointment  should  date  from  the  12th  instant,  when  his  term  of 
service  expired. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal-General, 
Armies  operating  against  Richmond,  Va,, 

City  Point,  March  22, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James: 
General  :  Our  scouts  brought  the  following  information  from  Rich- 
mond this  morning,  which  could  have  been  forwarded  yesterday  had  they 
been  able  to  make  the  connection  night  before  last,  which  was  not  done. 
Our  agent  in  Richmond  saw  on  Sunday  night  a  long  train  of  cars, 
loaded  with  troops,  pass  out  of  the  city  on  the  Danville  railroad.  He 
does  not  know  to  what  command  these  troops  belong;  and  having 
received  prior  to  seeing  them  the  information  which  he  was  to  bring 
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from  our  friends  he  did  not  dare  communicate  with  them  again  before 
leaving  town  the  next  day.  He  describes  the  train,  however,  and  the 
troops  with  great  particularity,  and  we  have  no  doubt  from  his  state- 
ment that  troops  were  forwarded  at  that  time.  He  heard  a  bare 
rumor  that  they  were  going  to  Amelia  Court- House.  Our  friends  in 
Richmond  send  us  word  that  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  is  expected 
to  be  in  running  order  as  far  as  the  Rivanna  River  in  ten  days  from 
day  before  yesterday.  They  also  say  that  the  remnant  of  Hood's  army, 
under  General  Cheatham,  has  reached  General  Joseph  Johnston.  The 
following  is  in  writing,  and,  not  being  understood  by  us,  is  given 
exactly  as  forwarded : 

Morgan's  returned  prisoners  are  being  sent  to  Abingdon.  If  you  do  not  take  a 
hostage  for  Colonel  Asworth  (see  dispatch  of  March  15),  he  will  be  hung. 

The  Richmond  Dispatch  of  March  15  contains  the  following : 

CASTLE  THUMDEK  ITEMS. 

Yesterday  one  of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  the  Libby,  Col.  J.  H.  Asworth,  of  the 
First  Gegiment  U.  S.  Georgia  Volunteers,  was  transferred  from  that  place  to  Castle 
Thunder,  he  having  been  recognized  as  a  former  captain  in  the  C.  S.  service. 

Our  friends  say  that  up  to  last  Saturday,  so  far  as  they  could  learn, 
only  three  companies  of  negro  troops  had  been  raised.  They  are  being 
drilled.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  more  than  this  number  have 
been  recruited,  but  our  friends  seem  to  be  certain  that  no  more  have 
been  organized  into  companies.  The  following  is  given  as  indicative  of 
the  present  condition  of  Richmond : 

May  God  bless  and  bring  you  soon  to  deliver  ns.    We  are  in  an  awful  situation 

here.    There  is  great  want  of  food. 

• 

Word  is  sent  us  of  the  return  of  Pickett's  division,  heretofore  reported, 
to  a  position  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  but  our  friends  do  not  believe 
that  the  whole  division  is  there,  without  saying,  however,  how  much  of 
it  is  or  is  not. 

A'^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  SHARPE, 
Assistant  Provost- Marshal-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

White  House,  Va.,  March  22, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Convmanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General:  I  will  march  from  the  White  House  on  the  morning  fo 
the  25th  instant,  and  "will  cross  the  Chickahominy  at  Jones'  Bridge, 
encamping  that  night  between  Charles  City  Court-House  and  West- 
over.  The  next  day,  the  20th,  I  can  cross  at  Deep  Bottom,  and  will 
require  forage  at  some  convenient  point  not  far  from  the  bridge.  When 
the  column  reaches  Harrison's  Landing  I  will  cross  over  to  City  Point 
to  see  you  and  make  such  preparations  as  may  be  necessary  to.  carry 
out  the  views  expressed  in  your  comniujication  of  March  19.  I  think 
the  route  by  Charles  City  Court-House  the  best  for  me  to  take  and  the 
one  which  will  give  you  no  trouble  by  movement  of  trooi)s;  the  road  is 
good,  the  crossing  of  the  Chickahominy  not  diflBcult.  We  have  with 
us  200  feet  of  bridging,  which  I  think  sufBcient.    To-morrow  an  engi- 
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neer  officer  will  be  sent  to  Jones'  Bridge  to  examine,  and  if  we  have 
not  bridging  enough  I  will  at  once  telegraph  to  you  and  pontoons  can 
be  sent  to  Long  Bridge  crossing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  22,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Shbeidan, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division: 
Please  give  Colonel  Bradley,  chief  quartermaster  of  this  depot, 
facilities  for  getting  off  all  the  transportation  now  at  the  White  House 
that  can  be  spared  from  there.    The  detention  of  boats  is  preventing 
the  accumulation  of  horses  for  remounting  your  cavalry. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  21.  \  White  Souse,  Va.,  March  22, 1865. 

I.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division  will  at  once 
send  200  dismounted  and  unarmed  men,  and  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Third  Division  100  dismounted  and  unarmed  men,  to  be  shipped 
from  the  landinr;  to  Remount  Camp,  Pleasant  Valley.  These  men  will 
be  organized  under  a  proper  number  of  commissioned  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  who  will,  while  on  the  voyage,  make  out  nominal  lists 
of  the  men  with  them,  sending  a  copy  to  the  division  commanders 
after  arrival  at  Pleasant  Valley.  The  men  will  go  supplied  with  three 
days'  rations.  The  commanding  officers  will  apply  to  Captain  Brown, 
chief  quartermaster,  for  transportation. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Third  Division  will  send  200  dis- 
abled horses  to  the  landing  immediately,  to  be  shipped  to  Giesborough 
Point  for  recruitment.  Five  men  (dismounted),  with  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  must  accompany  each  boat-load  of  these  disabled  horses. 
Lists  of  all  men  sent  from  the  command  at  this  point  must  be  pre- 
served. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Generai  Merritt: 

J.  SPREADBURY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  22.  \  White  House,  Va.,  March  22, 1865. 

I.  Division  commanders  will  report  without  delay  the  number  of 
disabled  horses  remaining  with  the  command  after  the  shipments  of 
this  date  are  made.  This  report  is  required  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  transportation  needed  to  ship  all  the  unserviceable  horses  of  the 
command  before  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant. 

II.  A  statement  of  the  number  of  dismounted  men,  including  those 
on  unserviceable  horses  in  the  command,  will  be  at  once  furnished,  and 
a  daily  morning  report  showing  the  exact  state  of  the  commands  will 
be  sent  to  these  headquarters  by  10  a.  m.  each  day  to  include  the 
morning  of  the  24th  instant. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Merritt: 

J.  SPREADBURY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  March  22, 1865—9.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Va. : 
Seeing  your  dispatch  about  General  Crook,  and  fearing  that,  through 
misapprehension,  something  unpleasant  may  occur,  I  send  you  below 
two  dispatches  of  General  Grant,*  which  I  suppose  will  fully  explain 
General  Crook's  movements. 

A.  LINCOLN 


Winchester,  Va.,  March  22, 1865. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 
There  can  be  no  trouble  in  General  Crook's  case  if  he  has  observed 
my  order  to  restore  matters  as  he  found  them  and  to  proceed  to  Fred- 
erick in  arrest,  where  my  order  suspending  his  arrest  and  order- 
ing him  to  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant  will  reach  him.  Accord- 
ing to  just  military  principle  I  could  pursue  no  other  course,  and  there 
will  be  no  delays  on  my  part  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  the 
Department  to  send  General  Crook  to  City  Point. 

WIKPD  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Tolwnteers. 


City  Point,  March  22, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Va. : 
Under  Special  Orders,  No.  48,  you  will  under  no  circumstances  permit 
family  supplies  to  go  into  Virginia  beyond  the  lines  you  actually  hold. 
It  will  no  doubt  work  hardship  in  many  meritorious  cases,  but  we 
cannot  control  the  use  they  will  be  put  to  when  beyond  our  reach,  nor 
can  those  whom  we  would  help.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the  strictest 
enforcement  of  said  order.  The  order  does  not  apply  to  West  Virginia. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 
Brigadier- General  a/ad  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  22, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Wirichester  : 

No  orders  have  been  issued  from  the  War  Department  to  General 
Crook.  Very  probably  he  has  acted  under  orders  direct  from  General 
Grant,  and  not  sent  here. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copy  to  Adjutant-General.) 

*  See  Giant  to  Townsend,  March  18,  9  p.  m.,  and  first  sentence  of  Grant  to  Stan- 
ton, March  21,  2.30  p.  m.,  pp.  28,  61. 
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Winchester,  Va.,  March  22,  1805—12.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Haxleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Major-General  Crook  has  been  ordered  to  report  as  directed,  and  will 
be  afforded  every  facility  for  his  journey.  In  view  of  the  peculiar 
nature  of  his  orders,  and  the  fact  that  he  has  made  an  explanation  to 
me,  I  have  thought  it  better  to  release  him  entirely  from  arrest,  and  so 
end  the  matter. 

RespectfiiUy, 

WINF'D    S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-Oeneral. 


WiNCHESTEE,  Va.,  March  22,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HallbcK, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  sent  on  Monday  an  expedition  into  Loudoun,  composed  of  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry  of  the  First  Veteran  Corps  and  about  500  cavalry, 
all  under  Colonel  Reno.  Last  night,  near  Harmony,  he  encountered 
Mosby,  who  had  about  500  men,  and  had  a  slight  skirmish,  losing  about 
twenty  men.  The  enemy's  dead  and  wounded  fell  into  our  hands,  and 
Eeno  moved  on  to  TJpperville  and  Middleburg,  where,  it  is  reported, 
considerable  stores  are  collected. 

WINP'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquartebs  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  32,  1865. 

General  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  War  Department: 

Your  dispatch  of  9.20  of  the  21st  was  received  at  8  this  morning. 
I  notified  Major-General  Halleck  at  9.50  last  night  that  Major-General 
Crook  had  been  ordered  to  proceed  in  arrest  to  Frederick  City.  I 
regard  General  Crook  as  guilty  of  a  gross  breach  of  discipline,  inex- 
cusable in  a  soldier  of  his  experience,  and  which  might  have  led  to 
serious  consequences,  as  he  was  exercising  my  command  for  twenty- 
four  hours  without  in  any  manner  notifying  me,  nor  had  I  received 
any  notice  of  the  intention  to  place  him  in  such  command.  I  will 
direct  him  to  report  in  person  at  once  to  General  Grant,  suspending 
his  arrest  for  that  purpose.  I  presume  General  Crook  is  on  the  way  to 
Frederick,  and  his  orders  will  meet  him  at  that  place. 

WINF'D   S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

March  22,  1865. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division,  Winchester,  Va.: 
Dispatch  received.    It  was  not  certainly  known  whe'-e  General  Crook 
was.    General  Grant  requires  his  services  immediately,  and  the  order 
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was  sent  him  direct  to  go  on  duty  to  avoid  delay.  General  H.  E. 
Paine  is  here  waiting  orders.  What  orders  do  you  wish  given  him  ? 
It  is  supposed  General  Schurz  had  an  understanding  with  you  about 
him. 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquakteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  J33, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  War  Department : 
I  do  not  exactly  understand  your  dispatch.  The  order  for  General 
Crook  to  report  to  General  Grant  did  come  through  me,  and  there  will 
be  no  delay  if  General  Crook  has  obeyed  my  order  of  yesterday.  I 
have  no  understanding  whatever  with  General  Schurz  or  any  one  con- 
cerning General  Paine,  and  have  no  use  for  him,  as  I  know  nothing 
about  him;  and  as  he  is  an  officer  of  old  date  I  might  not  be  able  to 
dispose  of  him. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Adjutant-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington,  March  22, 1805. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Va.: 
Your  dispatch  just  received.     I  referred  to  the  first  dispatch  inform- 
ing General  Crook  of  his  exchange  and  returning  him  to  duty,  which 
was  sent  to  him  direct.    It  is  now  all  right,    Will  write  you  by  mail. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  22, 1865.    (Received  6.10  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

The  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  numbers  1,200  men.  They  have 
900  horses.  Shall  I  send  them  as  they  are,  or  supply  them  with  com- 
plement of  horses?  They  are  armed  with  muskets.  Shall  they  be  fur- 
nished with  carbines  instead?    Shall  they  take  wagons  with  them? 

C.  0.  AUGUR, 

Major-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  MoA-ch  22, 1865—7  p.  m. 

(Received  12,30  a.  m.  23d.) 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur: 

You  may  send  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  as  it  is,  transporta- 
tion and  all. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenamt-  General, 
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Headquarteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  23,  1865. 
General  C.  C.  Augur,  Commanding  Department  of  Washington: 

The  regiment  of  infantry  and  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Eeno,  found 
Mosby  near  Harmony  with  about  500  men  and  had  a  skirmish  in  which 
we  lost  about  twenty.  Some  of  the  rebel  wounded,  including  two  offl- 
cers,  fell  into  our  hands,  and  Mosby  fell  back  to  Upperville,  where  it  is 
reported  he  has  collected  considerable  stores.  The  river  is  still  high 
and  Mosby  must  go  down  toward  White  Plains  or  disperse  as  Eeno 
will  follow  him  as  far  as  Ashby's  Gap  at  least.  He  has  collected  quite 
a  large  force  for  a  raid,  some  of  our  informants  putting  it  as  high  as 
700,  including  White's  battalion,  but  500  is  thought  a  large  number, 
Eespectfiilly, 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  &c. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  March  22,  1865. 
General  Gamble,  Commanding,  Fair/ax  Court-House: 

The  force  sent  out  by  General  Hancock  had  a  fight  yesterday  with  a 
party  of  rebels  about  500  strong.  I  wish  you  to  send  out  about  500 
men  to-morrow  to  the  vicinity  of  Upperville,  where  General  Hancock's 
party  has  gone.  Let  your  party  look  out  for  thorn,  and  not  mistake 
them  for  rebels  or  rebels  for  them.  The  expedition  to  Northern  Neck 
is  abandoned  for  the  present.  Colonel  Sweitzer  will  be  out  in  the 
morning  train. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  of  Washington,  22d  Army  Corps, 

March  22, 1865. 
Colonel  Gansevoort,  Commanding,  Prospect  Mill : 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  while  Lieutenant- Colonel  Coles,  of  your 
regiment,  was  on  a  scout  (to-morrow  will  be  two  weeks)  he  was  informed 
that  Mosby  in  person  with  a  small  party  was  near  him,  and  that  he 
made  no  effort  to  capture  him,  alleging  as  his  reason  that  his  orders 
were  not  to  go  beyond  a  certain  stream.  I  desire  to  be  informed  if 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Coles  was  on  a  scout  that  day,  if  he  had  informa- 
tion that  Mosby  in  person  was  near  him  with  a  small  party,  and  what 
effort  he  made  to  capture  him,  if  any.  Send,  if  true,  the  reason  for  it. 
EespectfuUy,  yours, 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


1  Harper's  Perry,  W.  Va.,  March  22, 1865.] 
Brigadier-General  Morgan,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Just  received  the  following  dispatch  for  the  major-general  command- 
ing from  Colonel  Eeno : 

Near  HAEMOi*y,  Va.,  March  SZ,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  last  evening  and 
had  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  resulting  in  the  following  casualties  to  them : 
2  captains  wounded,  2  privates  killed  and  2  wounded ;  all  fell  into  our  hands.    I 
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have  not  found  many  sapplies  yet,  bnt  have  hnrned  those  I  have  found.  I  am 
informed  there  are  large  stores  at  Middleburg,  Upperville,  and  Paris,  which  places 
I  expect  soon  to  reach. 

M.  A.  RENO, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Eleven  of  our  wounded  (slight)  have  arrived;  one  rebel  captain 
wounded;  four  seriously  wounded  of  ours  left  near  field.  We  had  one 
oflQcer  killed.  Our  total  loss  reported  by  wounded  officer  of  Keno's  com- 
mand, 20.  The  enemy  were  commanded  by  Mosby  in  person,  and  were 
about  500  strong.  They  fell  back  toward  Upperville.  This  information 
is  derived  from  our  wounded  officer. 
Respectftilly, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  MiT)Dt,E  Military  Division, 

March  22,  1865. 
Major-General  Crook, 

Frederick  City,  Md.  : 
In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  proceed 
forthwith  to  City  Point  and  report  in  person  to  Lieutenant-General 
Grant.     Your  arrest  is  suspended  for  this  purpose. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQtTARTERR   MiDBLE   MILITARY  DIVISION, 

March  22,  1865. 
Major-General  Cbook, 

Cumberland  : 
The  following  order  has  been  sent  to  you  at  Frederick  Ciiiy,  but  is 
duplicated,  as  it  is  thought  you  may  not  have  yet  left  Cumberland. 
Your  aide.  Captain  Roberts,  was  sent  to  report  to  you  this  morning. 
You  can  get  a  special  train  if  you  wish  to  expedite  matters.  This  is 
the  order: 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  yon  will  proceed  forthwith  to 
City  Point  and  report  in  person  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant.  Your  .arrest  is  sus- 
pended for  tins  purpose. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Deft,  op  West  Virginia, 

No.  42.  j  Cumberland,  Md.,  March  22, 1865. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  headquarters  Middle  Military 
Division  the  undersigned  relinquishes  command  of  the  Department  of 
West  Virginia. 

All  orders  promulgated  or  official  acts  done  by  him  since  assuming 
command  of  the  department  in  General  Orders,  No.  41,  current  series, 
from  these  headquarters,  are  hereby  revoked. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Major-General. 
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Cumberland,  Md.,  March  32, 1865. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester,  Va. : 
1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  for  your  information.* 

GEOEGE  CROOK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  22, 1865. 
Major-General  Crook, 

Cumberland : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  your  explana- 
tion t  is  satisfactory,  and  he  takes  pleasure  in  believing  that  you 
assumed  the  command  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia  without 
reflecting  upon  the  position  your  action  placed  him  in.  He  would  be 
very  glad  to  see  you  at  Winchester,  but  the  nature  of  the  orders  here- 
tofore transmitted  to  you  will  prevent.  The  general  directs  me  further 
to  say  that,  in  view  of  your  telegram  and  the  fact  that  your- orders  con- 
template immediate  and  active  service  for  you,  he  releases  you  entirely 
from  arrest. 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Beverly,  W.  Va.,  March  22, 1865. 

Colonel  Wilkinson, 

Clarksburg  : 

Two  deserters  from  the  Twenty-first  Georgia  came  through  from 
Richmond  by  way  of  Staunton ;  report  no  organized  forces  of  the  enemy 
this  side  of  Staunton.  Pocahontas  and  Bath  Counties  full  of  deserters 
from  their  army,  making  their  way  to  our  lines. 

W.  H.  ENOCHS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  March  23,  1865 — noon. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

We  start  to  you  at  1  p.  m.  to-day.    May  lie  over  during  the  dark 
hours  of  the  night.     Very  small  party  of  us. 

A.   LINCOLN. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  23,  1865 — 8.45  p.  m. 
President  Lincoln, 

Fort  Monroe: 
(Care  of  General  Barnes,  Point  Lookout.) 
I  reached  the  arsenal  with  Mrs.  Stanton  to  see  you  depart  a  few 
minutes  after  you  had  got  under  way.     1  hope  you  have  reached  Point 

'  See  General  Orders,  No.  42,  next,  ante. 
tNot  found. 
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Lookout  safely,  notwithstanding  the  furious  gale  that  came  on  soon 
after  you  started.  It  did  a  great  deal  of  damage  here,  blowing  up 
trees,  unroofing  houses;  wrecked  a  vessel  at  the  wharf;  killed  a  hack- 
man  and  his  team  in  the  street,  upon  whom  a  roof  fell.  No  news  from 
any  quarter  has  come  in  to-day,  except  a  report  of  Hancock  showing 
much  more  force  in  his  department  laying  around  loose  than  was  before 
known.  This  will  be  sent  to  General  Grant.  Please  let  me  hear  from 
you  at  Point  Lookout  and  how  you  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  stand  the  voyage. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  D,  C,  March  S3, 1865—12  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point : 
General  Sheridan  makes  requisition  for  3,000  cavalry  horses,  to  be 
sent  to  him  immediately.    Only  about  600  on  hand,  and  to  fill  this 
requisition  no  more  can  be  sent  for  some  time  to  Armies  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  James.     Shall  this  be  done'? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  23, 1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D,  H.  Euckee, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 
Please  notify  me  of  the  number  of  cavalry  horses  which  you  may 
ship  here  between  this  and  Sunday  next.  General  Grant  wishes  to 
give  General  Sheridan  as  many  as  possible — say,  2,000 — ^by  Monday, 
on  his  arrival.  The  artillery  horses  and  mules,  though  much  needed, 
can  follow  after  the  cavalry. 

EUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier- Getieral  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Special  Orders,  )      War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  141.  j  Washington,  March  23, 1865. 

34.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Guy  V.  Henry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in 
person  without  delay  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  Mis- 
souri for  duty. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  58.  )  City  Point,  Va.,  March  23, 1865. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  Heckman,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  been  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  reported  to  these  head- 
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quarters,  will  proceed  to  his  place  of  residence  and  from  there  report 
by  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  G.,  for 
orders. 

»  *  •  • .  •  *  • 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  33,  1865. 
This  corps   will  be  reviewed  to-day  at  2.30  p.  m.    The  following 
instructions  for  the  staff  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps 
are  communicated : 

1.  Colonel  Williau,  aided  by  Captain  Stacey,  to  have  general  super- 
vision. 

2.  Major  Livermore  will  supervise  the  Third  Division,  to  be  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenant  Campbell. 

3.  Major  Bingham  will  supervise  the  First  Division. 

4.  Captain  Wister  will  supervise  the  Second  Division.  These  staff 
officers  will  notify  division  commanders  of  any  imperfection,  irregularity, 
or  deviation  from  the  programme. 

5.  Captain  Pelton  to  take  charge  of  extra  saddle-horses  or  spring 
wagons,  putting  the  latter  in  park  on  the  left  of  the  reviewing  officer, 
or  suflBciently  near  the  line  of  march  to  command  a  good  view  of  the 
troops.  Upon  the  field  the  staff  will.move  in  the  line  in  rear  of  the 
general;  the  orderlies  in  the  line  in  rear  of  staff;  the  cavalry  in  the 
line  in  rear  of  orderlies. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  23,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant- Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  front  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March  23,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Denison, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  take  your 
brigade  to  Major-General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps,  for 
temporary  duty  on  his  line  while  his  corps  is  reviewed  to-day.    You 


CHAP.Lvrn.)  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  89 

will  please  give  the  necessary  orders  to  prepare  your  troops,  and  then 
go  yourself  to  General  Humphreys'  headquarters  for  instructions  where 
to  post  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  SWAN, 
Brevet  Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqtjaetebs  Fifth  Akmy  Coeps, 

March  S3,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Crawford, 

Commanding  Third  JDivision : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
General  Baxter's  brigade  to  reportat  once  to  Major-General  Humphreys, 
commanding  Second  Army  Corps,  for  temporary  duty  while  that  corps 
turns  out  on  review.  The  men  will  be  fully  equipped  with  boxes  fall 
of  ammunition.  The  brigade  commander  will  report  at  General  Hum- 
phreys' headquarters  and  receive  from  him  instructions  where  to  post 
his  men. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  JSJ,  1865. 
Colonel  EuGGLES: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
on  the  lines  of  this  corps  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

March  23, 1865. 
General  Keifer: 

General  Meade  will  review  the  Second  Corps  to-day,  which  will 
necessitate  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  of  that  corps.  I  am  directed 
to  inform  you  that  you  will  be  required  to  take  care  of  that  portion  ot 
the  Second  Corps  line  lying  between  Fort  Sampson  and  Fort  Gregg. 
You  will,  therefore,  move  three  regiments  to  the  point  mentioned  as 
soon  as  the  Second  Corps  leaves  the  ground,  which  it  will  commence  to 
do  about  2  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  J.  SMITH, 
Captain,  Brevet-Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 


March  23, 1865. 


Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Nothing  new  to  report  along  our  lines.    Four  deserters  from  Battle's 
brigade  came  in  on  General  Curtin's  front. 


JNO.  G.  PARKE, 


M(yor-General, 
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Headquaeteks  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  33, 1865—11.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Eight  deserters  from  General  Willcox's  front  have  just  reported — 
one  from  Thirteenth  Georgia,  three  from  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  one 
Seventh  Louisiana,  one  Fourth  Virginia,  two  Twenty-first  North  Caro- 
lina. An  examination  of  them  elicted  nothing  of  importance.  They 
bring  an  Examiner  of  the  22d,  which  I  forward. 

J.  L.  VAN  BUEEN, 

Brevet  Colonel,  &c. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  23, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

I  see  what  appears  to  be  large  fires  due  north  from  here,  and  also 
northward.    Do  you  see  what  they  are  from  your  headquarters? 

TJ.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  23, 1865.     (Eeceived  9.45  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant- General  Grant  : 

The  fires  which  you  see  are  the  woods  burning  inside  my  lines, 
have  given  directions  to  have  them  extinguished  as  soon  as  possible. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  23,  1865—12  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps : 
The  colored  regiment  at  City  Point  has  been  ordered  to  your  com- 
mand; also  the  colored  cavalry  from  Point  Lookout,  numbering  900 
horses  and  1,200  men.  They  bring  their  transportation  with  them. 
They  are  now  armed  with  muskets.  General  Ord  thinks  you  had  better 
make  requisition  for  Sharps  carbines  for  them. 

THEODOEE  EEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

White  House,  Va.,  March  23, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  TT.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General:  Tour  communication  of  the  21st  instant,  by  hands  of 
Major  Ord,  was  received  last  night.  I  will  certainly  move  from  here  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  25th  instant.  I  intended  to  go  via  Jones'  Bridge 
and  Charles  City  Court-House  and  sent  a  communication  to  you  yes- 
terday by  Captain  Sheridan  to  that  effect.  The  road  via  Jones'  Bridge 
and  Charles  City  Court-House  is  good,  and  the  difference  in  distance 
will  only  be  about  four  miles,  so  that  it  will  take  about  the  same  length 
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of  time  to  make  the  trip.  If  you  wish  me  to  go  via  Long  Bridge  tele- 
graph me  at  Yorktown.  By  going  via  Jones'  Bridge  1  can  make  two 
crossings  and  you  need  not  move  any  troops  or  send  any  pontoon  trains. 
The  horses  are  being  shod  night  and  day.  No  transportation  has  been 
detained  here;  the  boats  have  been  loaded  day  and  night  and  notifica- 
tion has  been  sent  to  General  Ingalls  of  the  boats  leaving.  1  think 
they  may  have  been  detained  by  the  storm,  and  General  Ingalls  did  not 
get  the  telegrams  on  account  of  the  wires  being  down. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


JlEAnQtrAETEKS   CAVALRT, 

March  23,  18C5. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  A  deserter  just  in  from  Richmond  reporti;  everything 
quiet  there.  Breadstuffs,  &c.,  have  risen  very  much  in  price  in  the 
last  few  days.  There  is  a  small  picket  at  New  Castle  and  Cold  Har- 
bor, relieved  from  Richmond.  The  man  belongs  to  the  Richmond  City 
Troop.  He  says  Fitz  Lee  crossed  to  this  side  the  James  when  we  were 
in  front  of  Richmond;  does  not  know  where  he  is  now. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  MERBITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


War-  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  23, 1865 — 8.35  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester  • 

I  am  very  much  gratified  by  your  energy  in  organizing  and  adminis- 
tering the  military  affairs  of  your  important  command.  Your  dispatch* 
of  this  evening  to  General  Halleck  vindicates  my  judgment  in  assign- 
ing you  to  that  position,  and  that  you  could  not  in  any  other  render 
service  so  valuable  and  urgent  to  the  Government.  I  would  be  glad  to 
have  a  detailed  report  of  the  force  and  its  location — a  thing  I  have 
never  before  been  able  to  procure.  For  what  you  have  already  done 
you  have  the  thanks  of  this  Department. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  33,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Winchester,  Ya. : 

Whole  number  of  new  regiments  under  orders  for  your  department 
is  twelve.    If  these  will  be  sufficient  for  your  purpose  1  shall  advise 

•  See  p.  92. 
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that  all  others  be  sent  to  the  James  River,  on  account  of  less  facilities 
for  desertion.  Have  you  a  supply  of  cavalry  horses,  so  that  we  can  send 
all  received  here  to  General  Sheridan  f    Please  answer. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquaktebs  Mibble  Militaky  Division, 

March  23,  1865 — i  p.  m.     (Beceived  6.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Hallbck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington : 
I  do  not  understand  exactly  what  you  mean  by  the  troops  sent  me 
being  sufQcient  for  my  purpose.  If  I  am  simply  to  protect  the  railroad 
and  remain  on  the  defensive  my  force  is  very  liberal.  If  I  am  to  make 
a  campaign  the  nature  of  it  will  determine  the  number  of  troops  1 
ought  to  have.  My  idea  is  that  there  are  too  many  troops  here  to  have 
no  definite  offensive  object  in  view,  and  I  hav.e  been  expecting  some 
intimation  of  the  object  in  concentrating  them;  whether  I  am  to  make 
a  mobile  army,  or  whether  they  are  here  as  a  reserve  for  instruction, 
it  would  be  well  for  me  to  know  as  far  as  maybe  proper,  because  there 
is  much  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  reorganizing  commands,  as  intimated 
in  my  dispatch  asking  the  status  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps.  The  Eighth 
Corps  is  also  in  question.  I  could  in  May  move  nearly  25,000  pretty 
good  infantry  and  3,000  or  4,000  cavalry,  and  still  leave  a  liberal  force 
in  block-houses  along  the  railroad  and  to  look  after  such  irregular  cav- 
alry as  a  movement  would  not  drive  up  the  Valley.  There  are  in  the 
Eemount  Camp  here  about  6,100  dismounted  cavalry,  mostly  belonging 
to  the  divisions  Sheridan  took  with  him.  He  also  took  a  brigade  of 
West  Virginia  cavalry.  I  cannot  answer  your  question  concerning 
cavalry  horses  until  I  know  what  cavalry  organizations  are  to  remain 
here  and  what  to  remain  with  Sheridan.  He  has  a  good  many  men 
belonging  to  organizations  still  here.  The  hoof  rot  prevails  among  the 
horses  to  the  extent  of  several  hundred  cases,  which  will  affect  the 
question  of  supply.  The  organized  cavalry  actually  with  me  will  require 
several  hundred  horses ;  I  am"  unable  to  say  just  how  many  at  this 
moment.  I  have  about  2,000  serviceable  for  duty  in  this  army,  nearly 
3,000  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  General  Augur  has  a  brigade. 
I  have  gone  somewhat  into  detail  for  your  full  information.  I  propose 
to  communicate  my  views  more  fully  by  mail. 

WINP'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  )      Hdqbs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  34.  I  Witichester,  Va.,  March  23,  1865. 

The  following  orders  prescribing  the  means  of  transportation  and 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  allowed  for  the  armies  of  the  Middle  Mil- 
itary Division  are  published : 

I.  For  the  headquarters  of  the  major-general  commanding,  such 
wagons,  light  spring  carriges,  saddle-horses,  and  camp  equipage  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  commanding  general. 

II.  For  the  headquarters  of  an  army  corps,  three  wagons  for  bag- 
gage, &c.,  one  two-horse  spring  wagon,  four  army  wagons  for  subsist- 
ence, forage,  &c.,  and  ten  extra  saddle-horses  for  contingent  wants. 
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III.  For  the  headquarters  of  a  dmsion,  three  ^vagons  for  baggage, 
forage,  mess,  &c.,  one  two-horse  spring  wagon,  and  five  extra  saddle- 
horses  for  contingent  wants. 

IV.  For  the  headquarters  of  a  brigade,  two  wagons  for  baggage, 
forage,  subsistence,  &c.,  one  two-horse  spring  wagon,  and  two  extra  sad- 
dle-horse for  contingencies. 

V.  For  each  battery  of  artillery,  one  wagon  for  baggage,  tents,  forage 
for  private  animals,  &c. 

VI.  For  each  regiment  of  infantry,  cavalry,  or  battalion  of  heavy 
artillery  of  500  men,  one  wagon ;  more  than  800  men,  two  wagons. 

VII.  For  artillery  and  small  ammunition,  the  number  12-pound  guns 
multiplied  by  122  and  divided  by  112,  the  number  of  riffled  guns  mul- 
tiplied by  50  and  divided  by  140,  will  give  the  number  of  wagons 
allowed;  the  number  of  guns  in  horse  batteries  multipled  by  100  and 
divided  by  140.  For  every  1,000  men  present,  armed  and  equipped  for 
duty,  cavalry,  infantry,  and  heavy  artillery,  for  small-arm  ammunition, 
three  wagons. 

VIII.  General  supply  train :  For  each  1,000  men,  cavalry,  infantry, 
and  heavy  artillery,  for  subsistence,  seven  wagons,  sufficient  to  carry 
eight  days'  supply.  Forage  for  the  teams  must  be  carried  in  each 
wagon. 

IX.  For  the  cavalry  corps:  For  each  1,000  cavalry  horses,  twelve 
wagons  exclusively  for  grain.  To  each  battery,  for  its  proportion  of 
subsistence,  forage,  &c.,  four  wagons.  For  each  horse  battery,  for  the 
same  purpose,  four  wagons.  For  each  brigade  of  cavalry,  infantry,  or 
heavy  artillery,  not  less  than  1,500  men,  for  hospital  supplies,  three 
Avagons;  for  every  additional  1,000  men,  one  wagon.  For  each  brigade 
of  cavalry,  infantry,  or  heavy  artillery,  for  commissary  sales  to  officers, 
one  wagon.  For  ambulance  train  of  each  division,  two  wagons;  less 
than  a  division  (except  batteries),  one  wagon.  For  each  infantry  corps, 
eight  wagons  for  intrenching  tools.  For  each  division,  for  armorers' 
tools,  parts  of  arms,  extra  arms,  and  accouterments,  one  wagon.  Each 
wagon  and  ambulance  will  carry  the  necessary  forage  for  its  own  ani- 
mals. The  unit  of  organization  for  the  supply  train  will  be  by  division. 
Division  quartermasters  will  be  responsible  for  them.  Brigade  quar- 
termasters will  be  re,sponsible  for  brigade  teams,  and  regimental  quar- 
termasters for  regimental  property. 

X.  Regiments  or  detachments,  when  on  duty  separate  from  their 
divisions,  will  apply  to  the  division  quartermaster  for  their  proportion- 
ate amount  of  the  supply  train. 

XI.  If  corps,  division,  or  brigade  commanders  take  their  guards  and 
escorts  from  the  commands  already  furnished  with  their  allowance  of 
transportation,  their  proportion  of  transportation  will  be  taken  with 
them. 

XII.  Officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department  will  attend  in  per- 
son to  the  drawing  of  necessary  supplies,  and  will  habitually  accom- 
pany their  trains  on  marches. 

XIII.  All  transportation  in  excess  of  the  allowance  specified  in  this 
order  will  be  immediately  turned  in  to  the  department  quartermaster. 

XIV.  Allowance  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage :  For  headquarters 
of  the  army,  such  camp  and  garrison  equipage  as  the  commanding 
general  may  deem  necessary. 

XV.  For  headquarters  of  an  army  corps,  division,  or  brigade,  one 
wall-tent  for  commanding  general;  one  wall-tent  for  each  two  officers 
of  his  staff.  For  the  colonel,  field  and  staff,  of  a  full  regiment,  three 
wall-tents.    For  all  other  commissioned  officers,  one  shelter-tent  for 
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each.  One  hospital  tent  will  be  allowed  for  oflace  purposes  at  corps 
headquarters,  and  one  wall-tent  for  similar  purposes  at  headquarters  of 
a  division  or  a  brigade. 

XVI.  A  report  of  all  property  captured  from  the  enemy  or  seized  for 
the  public  service  will  be  made  monthly  to  the  chief  of  the  department 
to  which  it  pertains  at  these  headquarters. 

XVII.  It  has  been  shown  by  experience  that  the  advantage  of  keep- 
ing up  regularly  organized  pack  trains  is  not  commensurate  with  the 
expense.  One  hundred  pack-saddles  will  be  carried  on  the  wagon 
train  of  each  corps.  Whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to  pack  officers' 
baggage,  provisions,  or  ammunition  for  short  distances  over  rough 
roads  and  broken  country  pack  trains  will  be  made  up  temporarily  by 
taking  mules  from  the  wagons,  not  to  exceed  two  to  any  one  wagon. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

GBOEGE  LEE, 
Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Faikfax  Court-House,  March  S3, 1865. 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 
General  Augur, 

Commanding  ; 
I  start  in  half  an  hour  lor  Upperville  and  vicinity  with  500  Eighth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  and  expect  to  be  back  day  after  to-morrow  if  nothing 
happens.    Colonel  Cleudenin  is  sick,  unable  to  go. 

WM.  GAMBLE, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  23,  1865. 
General  Dwicht, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  regiment  of 
infantry,  with  two  days'  rations,  to-morrow  morning,  from  Stephenson's 
Depot  to  Snicker's  Ferry,  to  get  such  information  as  is  practicable  con- 
cerning the  guerrilla  parties  and  to  arrest  any  people  engaged  in  con- 
scripting, and  to  bring  in  all  serviceable  horses.  At  the  ferry  the  regi- 
ment may  hear  from  or  communicate  with  possibly  an  expedition  mov- 
ing down  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Send  a  few  mounted  men  as 
couriers. 

0.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  March  23, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

The  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  Indiana  Volunteers  have  arrived, 
and  have  been  sent  to  General  Egan. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  March  23, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  consider  Loudoun  County  in  the  Department  of  West  Virginia  when 
we  occupy  it.  The  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Cavalry  have  reported  and 
have  relieved  First  Maryland.  First  Maryland  has  gone  to  Duflfield's. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  ninety-second  Penn- 
sylvania will  report  to  General  Egan  to-morrow.  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry 
arrived  at  Point  of  Eocks  to-day.  Nothing  further  from  Reno  himself. 
A  man  from  Harmony  came  in  with  body  of  Lieutenant  Chase.  Says 
Beno  moved  on  toward  Upperville  yesterday  morning;  that  Mosby  col- 
lected about  200  of  his  men  and  followed  Eeno  up. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Point  of  Rocks,  Md.,  March  23, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson  : 

The  regiment  arrived  here  to-day,  pursuant  to  the  following  tele- 
gram: 

Headquarters  Middlk  Military  Division, 

March  16,  1865. 
Captain  Norris, 

Second  U.  S.  Cavalry  : 
Major-General  Hancock  directs  that  yon  proceed  with  yonr  regiment  to  Point  of 
Rocks,  below  Harper's  Ferry,  and  relieve  the  Loudoun  County  Rangers,  now  picket- 
ing at  that  point.  You  will  establish  your  camp  of  reorganization  near  Point  of 
Rocks  and  will  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  patrolling  and  picketing  the  fords  in  the 
vicinity.  You  will  be  nnder  the  orders  of  the  officer  commanding  the  District  of  Har- 
per's Ferry. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

The  Loudoun  County  Cavalry  Rangers  nor  commanding  officer  of  the 
post  are  here.    1  respectfully  request  instructions  from  you. 

CHAS.  E.  NORRIS, 
Captain,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Commanding  Eegiment. 


Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  Mar^h  23, 1865. 

Captain  Nobris, 

Second  JJ.  8.  Cavalry,  Point  of  Bocks : 
You  will  establish  your  camp  at  Point  of  Eocks.  You  are  charged 
with  picketing  fords  of  Potomac  River  between  Point  of  Rocks  and 
mouth  of  Monocacy  River.  The  adjutant-general  will  send  you  by  mail 
the  existent  orders  requiring  reports.  You  will  draw  your  supplies 
from  this  post. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
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Headquakteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  23, 1865. 

General  J.  D.  Fessenden, 

Commanding  Post: 
The  major-general  commandiug  directs  that  you  send  a  regiment  of 
infantry  to-morrow  morning,  with  two  days'  rations,  to  Berry's  Ferry,  to 
return  by  way  of  White  Post,  with  instructions  similar  to  those  given 
the  regiments  you  have  previously  sent  out.  If  you  will  send  word  at 
what  hour  the  regiment  moves  and  the  name  of  the  regiment  a  few 
cavalrymen  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  as 
orderlies.  At  Berry's  Ferry  the  regiment  may  possibly  communicate 
with  or  hear  from  an  expedition  which  went  through  Loudoun  County 
to  Ashby's  Gap  to-day. 

0.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


New  York.  March  23,  1865. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
If  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  General  Grant  or  General  Sherman  as  a 
subordinate  commander  or  aide-de-camp,  or  as  a  bearer  of  dispatches 
from  you  to  either  of  them,  I  am  quite  ready.     I  avail  myself  of  the 
telegraph  to  save  time. 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE, 

Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 


Fort  Monroe,  March  24, 1865. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  President  desires  me  to  say  he  has  just  arrived  at  this  point 
safely,  and  is  now  feeling  well,  having  had  a  pretty  fair  passage. 
Your  telegram  he  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  B.  PENROSE, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  24,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 

The  President, 

City  Point : 

I  was  glad  to  hear  your  safe  arrival  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  hope  that 
by  this  time  you  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  have  reached  General  Grant's  head- 
quarters in  health  and  comfort.  Nothing  new  has  transpired  here. 
Your  tormentors  have  taken  wings  and  departed.  Mr.  Whiting,  solici- 
tor of  the  Department,  has  tendered  his  resignation,  which,  with  your 
permission,  I  will  accept.  From  absence  and  ill-health  he  has  been  of 
no  service  for  many  months.  What  does  General  Grant  say  about  Mr. 
Yeatman?    The  weather  here  is  cold,  windy,  and  very  disagreeable,  so 
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that  I  think  you  went  to  the  Sunny  South  iu  good  time.  I  would  be 
glad  to  receive  a  telegram  from  you  dated  at  Richmond  before  your 
return.    Compliments  to  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


City  Toint,  March  24,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  10.55  p.  iii.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  President  desires  me  to  say  he  has  just  arrived  at  this  point 
safely,  and  both  he  and  family  are  well,  having  entirely  recovered  from 
their  indispositions  of  this  morning. 

0.  B.  PENROSE, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence  of  Volunteers. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  34, 1865—12  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington  : 
I  have  no  present  purpose  of  making  a  campaign  with  the  forces  in 
the  Middle  Department,  but  want  them  in  the  best  possible  condition 
for  either  offensive  or  defensive  operations.  If  Lee  should  retreat  south 
the  surplus  force  under  Hancock  could  be  transferred  to  another  field. 
If  he  should  go  to  Lynchburg  they  will  be  required  where  they  are. 
The  Nineteenth  Corps  ought  to  be  discontinued,  or  else  all  the  new 
troops  coming  into  the  field  added  to  it.  We  want  here  all  the  cavalry 
horses  that  can  be  delivered  between  now  and  next  Wednesday. 
Direct  all  the  cavalry  horses  to  be  sent  to  Canby  that  can  be.  His 
cavalry  ought,  however,  to  remount  itself  in  the  country  where  it  is 
operating.  Canby  should  be  supplied  from  the  West  and  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi River. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


[March  24,  1865. — For  Grant's  instructions  to  Meade,  Ord,  and 
Sheridan,  for  a  general  movement  of  the  armies  operating  against 
Richmond,  see  Part  I,  p.  50.] 


Hkadqtjartehs  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  24,  1865—10.20  a.  m. 
Capt.  C.  L.  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Richmond   Whig  of  yesterday  states  the  heavy  firing  in  front  of 
Petersburg  on  Monday  last  was  occasioned  by  an  effort  to  destroy  the 
Yankee  observatory  on  the  Avery  house,  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
distant. 

J.  C.  PAINE, 

Brevet  Major. 
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Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  143.  J  Washington,  March  24,  1865. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  » 

63.  By  direction  of  the  Presideut,  Bvt.  Maj.  Peter  S,  Micliie,  first 
lieuteuaiit,  U.  S.  Engineers,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant 
inspector-general  of  the  Tweuty-fllth  Army  Corps,  with  the  rank  and 
pay  of  lieuteuaut-coloiiel,  under  act  of  July  3  7, 1862,  to  date  from  March 
23, 1865. 

75.  The  organizations  in  the  Departineut  of  Washington  known  as 
the  Provisional  Brigades,  under  command  of  Major-General  Casey, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  be  discontinued.  The  officers  and  enlisted  men 
attached  thereto  will  be  sent  to  their  proper  commands,  under  the 
direction  of  the  department  commander. 

This  order  will  not  relieve  Major-General  Casey  from  duty  as  presi- 
dent of  the  examining  boards. 


By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  59.  \  City  Point,  Va.,  March  24,  1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
assigned  to  duty  with  their  brevet  rank,  and  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen. 
E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  Dei)artment  of  Virginia,  for  orders:  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  August  V.  Kautz,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W. 
Turner,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  24,  1805—10.20  a.  m. 
Col.  George  D.  Rxjggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Eight  deserters  from  Heth's  division  came  in  last  night. 

N.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Picket-Line,  March  24,  1865. 
General  McAllister: 

General  :  While  on  the  left  making  connections  with  General  Smyth 
the  enemy  charged  the  line  across  the  field  in  strong  force  and  forced 
it  back,  and  now  occupy  their  old  picket-line.  My  men  are  occupying 
the  lines  taken  by  Captain  Holmes  this  morning.  1  do  not  think  any 
men  were  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SCHOONOVER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  24,  1865.     (Keceived  9.55  a.  m.) 
Ool.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjvtant-6e)ieral: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  front  during  jiast  twenty- 
four  hours. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  24,  1865.     (Received  10.35  a.  m.) 

Col.  G.  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
on  the  lines  of  this  corps  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.    Four 
men  from  the  Tenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  deserted  to  the  enemy  last 
night. 

H.  a.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  24,  1865.     (Received  9.30  a.  m.) 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 
Nothing  new  to  report  along  our  lines.     The  enemy  appear  to  be 
strengthening  their  lines  and  making  new  works  opposite  Fort  Has- 
kell. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
(Forwarded  to  General  Meade  at  10.40  a.  m.) 


Hdqrs.  Dkpt.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,   Va.,  March  24,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point  : 
General:  Shall  I  send  out  the  division,  some  cavalry,  and  pon- 
toops  to-morrow  to  meet  General  Sheridan  ?  I  can  occupy  the  Charles 
City  Cross-Roads,  this  side  of  White  Oak  bridge,  that  bridge  also,  and 
send  the  main  body  of  my  men  to  Long  Bridge,  thus  covering  the 
crossing  at  those  approaches,  and  without  sending  any  one  to  Bot- 
tom's Bridge  at  all — the  latter  bridge  being  between  the  two  swamps, 
and  its  possession  unnecessary  to  the  purpose,  besides  being  an  ugly 
place  to  be  caught  in  by  forces  approaching  from  the  north. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  jad,  1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  B.  O.  0.  Ord, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James: 
A  dispatch  from  General  Sheridan  of  Tuesday  said  that  he  would  be 
able  to  start  from  White  House  on  Saturday,  and  that  he  would  come 
by  Jones'  Bridge,  if  practicable.  He  had  sent  an  of6cer  to  examine  the 
route  and  would  report  to  me.  If  he  comes  by  that  route,  he  thought  he 
would  require  no  co-operation  from  your  troops.  I  have  not  heard  from 
him  since,  and  have  deferred  giving  orders  in  consequence.  In  the 
absence  of  further  instructions  you  may  move  out  tomorrow  and  open 
the  route  by  Long  Bridge  in  the  manner  proposed  in  your  note  of  this 
date.  As  there  is  no  intention  of  using  Bottom's  Bridge,  there  is  no 
necessity  of  risking  detachments  of  troops  there. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 


OiTY  Point,  Va.,  March  24,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Obd: 

I  spoke  to  Commodore  Hadford  about  sending  gun-boats  up  the 
Chickahominy  when  Sheridan  started  to  cross.  1  believe  he  made  all 
the  preparations  to  do  so.  It  can  have  no  special  protecting  advantage 
to  have  the  navy  go  up,  as  they  cannot  ascend  to  the  point  of  crossing; 
but  it  may  be  desirable  to  see  what  is  going  on,  and  whilst  the  troops 
are  crossing  it  will  be  safe  to  make  it.  Sheridan  will  encamp  to  mor- 
row night  on  the  Chickahominy.     Please  send  this  to  Admiral  Porter. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Jambs, 

March  24,  1865 — i  p.  m. 
Lieuteiiaut-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
I  have  ordered  General  Turner's  division,  the  canvas  pontoon  train, 
and  cavalry  out  to-morrow  to  put  the  bridge  across  at  Long  Bridge. 
They  start  to-morrow  morning. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dbpt.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  24, 1865.    (Received  6.05  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point : 
Eleven  deserters  from  the  enemy  liave  been  received  since  yesterday. 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Uept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  Jambs, 

In  the  Field,  MarcV  24,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  Babnard, 

City  Point : 
My  canvas  pontoon  train  is  now  on  its  way  to  this  side,  numbering 
twenty-five  boats.    I  will  send  the  whole  train,  for  we  may  be  able  to 
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build  two  bridges  and  cross  the  men  faster.  I  am  only  awaiting  orders 
from  General  Ord  to  start  them  to  Jones'  Bridge.  I  am  very  much 
indebted  for  the  recommendation  you  speak  of,  and  will  try  to  merit 
this  confidence. 

PBTBE  S.  MIOHIE, 

Brevet  Major. 


Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal-General, 
Armies  Operating  Against  Eichmond,  Va., 

City  Point,  March  J34, 1865. 
Major-General  Obd, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James : 
General:  We  have  news  from  Eichmond  yesterday.  The  agent 
who  brought  it  out  of  the  city  was  obliged  to  come  by  the  Mechanics- 
ville  pike,  as  no  passes  would  be  given  to  come  out  upon  any  road 
more  southerly  than  that,  and  orders  seem  to  have  been  issued  to  pass 
no  one  upon  the  roads  south  of  the  Mechanicsville  pike  with  or  with- 
out a  pass.  As  our  agent  came  along  he  saw  a  party  of  Sheridan's 
cavalry  within  ten  miles  of  Eichmond,  and  heard  that  they  were  scat- 
tered in  bodies  well  over  the  country.  A  party  of  Sheridan's  cavalry 
were  said  to  be  yesterday  at  the  Forge  on  the  Chickahominy.  The  most 
important  information  sent  by  our  friends  in  Eichmond  is  a  report 
among  army  officers  that  a  large  tunnel  is  being  dug  under  Fort  Har- 
rison; that  it  was  commenced  to  the  right  of  Fort  Field  on  the  ene- 
my's line,  and  is  rapidly  progressing,  and  that  180  yards  have  already 
been  completed.  It  is  said  by  rebel  officers  to  promise  a  great  success. 
This  information  comes  to  us  from  a  source  Avhicli  has  heretofore  been 
well  informed,  and  we  believe  that  it  has  been  obtained  from  officers  of 
some  rank  in  the  rebel  army.  Our  friends  say  that  they  have  inquired 
into  the  report  given  out  in  Government  circles  that  the  canal  would 
soon  be  in  running  order,  but  learn  on  inquiry  from  persons  connected 
with  the  canal  that  it  will  be  months  before  it  can  be  repaired.  The 
president  of  the  company  has  applied  to  the  farmers  living  along  the 
line  of  the  canal  to  contribute  labor,  money,  and  provisions,  so  that 
the  work  may  progress  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Our  friends  tell  us  that 
the  loss  of  the  canal  is  the  most  serious  blow  ever  felt  in  Eichmond,  and 
they  give  us  a  long  list  of  advanced  prices  since  its  destruction,  bacon 
being  sold  yesterday  morning  at  $20  a  pound.  Trains  on  the  Central 
road  have  not  yet  commenced  to  run,  notwithstanding  the  reports  to 
that  effect;  and  the  Danville  road  having  been  taken  possession  of  by 
the  Government,  no  provisions  come  that  way  for  citizens  generally. 
In  addition  to  this,  last  week  Government  was  pressing  horses,  and 
country  people  were  afraid  to  come  in  to  market.  Upon  one  day,  in 
fact,  only  two  market  wagons  came  in,  so  that,  all  combined,  our  friends 
say  that  people  are  really  in  a  deplorable  state.  The  most  active  efibr  fcs 
are  being  made  to  watch  Sheridan's  movements.  A  parade  has  been 
made  of  the  negro  soldiers  raised,  and  they  were  put  in  line  with  some 
white  soldiers.  Our  friends  say  that  the  lowest  class  of  negroes  have 
been  taken.    The  following  is  quoted  as  written : 

Oue  of  OUT  city  o£BcialB  has  said  that  the  Coufederates  intend  to  leave  here  in  ten 
days  from  this  time,  hut  we  cannot  see  any  further  sign  of  it  except  the  continued 
removal  of  machinery,  -which  is  still  going  on  hy  the  JDanville  road,  which  is  taxed 
to  its  utmost  day  and  night  carrying  away  boxes,  most  of  which  are  marked  Salis- 
bury and  some  Danville.    A  gentleman  saw  a  great  many  boxes  coming  from  the 
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oapitol  marked  "commissaries  accounts."  Of  course  this  was  intended  to  deceive. 
A  train  of  poutoons  went  on  the  <  eutral  road  a  short  distance,  but  was  brought 
back,  and  has  now  been  sent  to  the  Staunton  River.  An  order  has  been  issued  in 
the  Howard  Grove  Hospital  for  all  those  who  are  fit  for  the  field  to  be  sent  imme- 
diately to  the  front,  and  tliosc  not  ready  to  be  sent,  and  who  will  not  bo  so  in  fif- 
teen days,  are  to  be  seut  to  Lynchburg  or  Farmville. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOliGE  H.  SHAEPE, 
Assistant  Provost-Marshal-  General. 


Headquautkks  Twknty-fottrth  Aemy  Corps, 

March  34,  1865. 
Lieutenaut-General  Geant, 

City  Point  : 
I  received  information  to-day  that  a  staff'  officer  of  C.  M.  Wilcox 
was  in  High  Point,  ^.  C,  which  is  lifteeu  miles  southwest  of  Greens- 
borough,  about  the  Otli  of  this  month.  Although  this  is  not  positive 
information  of  the  presence  ot  Wilcox's  division  there,  it  may  be  con- 
firmation of  other  information  which  you  may  have,  and  I  think  it 
proper  to  report  it. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-  General. 


nijQRs.  Dkp'i'.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  24,  18(16—10.80  a.  m. 
Major-General  Gibbon, 

Tu-eniy-fotirth  Corps  : 
Signal  officer  at  Cobb's  Hill  signal  station  reports  that  twelve  cars 
heavily  laden  with  troops  passed  Port  Walthall  Junction  at  7  a.  in.  this 
morning,  going  to  Petersburg.     There  is  rapid  firing  of  artillery  on  the 
Petersburg  front  reported. 

THBODOEE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  24,  1865 — 7.S0  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Gibbon, 

Twenty-fourth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  inform  General 
Turner  that  the  point  where  he  is  to  go  is  Long  Bridge,  not  Jones' 
Bridge. 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  24,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Gibbon, 

Twenty-fourth  Corps  : 
The  ma,jor-general  commanding  repeats  his  verbal  instructions  to 
you  this  afternoon  to  feel  the  enemy's  lines  m  any  way  you  can  without 
bringing  on  an  action. 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  24,  1865—9.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Gibbon, 

Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Corps: 
General  Mackenzie  reports  that  he  relieved  his  whole  line  with  the 
First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles  this  evening  and  ordered  your  infantry 
to  renort  at  his  headquarters  in  the  morning. 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquartkhs  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Richmond,  March  24,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Foster, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve 
the  pickets  of  the  Independent  Division  after  dark  to-night  with  7  ofiQ- 
cers  and  41  non-commissioned  officers  and  227  privates  of  your  com- 
mand. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  EMBLER, 
Bnt.  Maj.,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charles  City  Cross-Roads, 

March  24,  1865—11.15  a.  m. 
Col.  Theodore  Read: 

Sir  :  The  command  arrived  here  about  three  hours  ago.  White  Oak 
Swamp  has  been  picketed,  as  directed  by  the  general  commanding.  A 
squadron  has  been  sent  up  the  Charles  City  road  two  and  one-half 
miles  without  meeting  the  enemy.  There  are  a  few  of  the  enemy  on 
picket  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream  at  White  Oak  bridge.  The 
stream  has  been  obstructed  at  that  point  since  the  command  last 
crossed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RANALD  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


Charles  City  Cross-Roads, 

March  24,  1865—3.20  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Bead  : 

A  party  sent  out  on  the  Charles  City  road  found  none  of  the  enemy 
on  this  side  of  the  old  infantry  picket-line,  near  White's  Tavern. 
Everything  is  quiet  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Cavalry  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  Virginia,  Army  of  the  Jambs, 

In  the  Field,  March  24,  1865 — 5.40  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Mackenzie, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 
Leave  a  good  officer  of  your  command  to  take  charge  of  your  picket- 
line  and  receive  and  give  instructions  to  both  the  infantry  and  cavalry 
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detail  for  pickets.  Call  on  Colonel  Sumner's  regiment,  now  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Patton,  for  such  cavalry  detail  for  picket  as  you  may 
require  to  be  left  behind.  Communicate  this  order  to  Colonel  Patton, 
and  tell  him  to  come  or  send  an  officer  to  your  headquarters  to  arrange 
for  posting  the  pickets.  This  must  be  done  to-night.  Acknowledge 
receipt. 

THEODOKB  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JIkadquabters  Cavalry, 

March  34,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Your  communication  is  received.     Has  the    infantry   detail  been 
ordered  to  report?    If  so,  when  is  it  to  report? 

E.  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Brigadier-General,  Cavalry  Division. 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  op  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  24, 1865 — 6.55  j).  m. 

Brigadier-General  Mackenzie, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 
General  Gibbon  was  ordered  to  send  you  200  infantry  to-night. 

THEODOKE  KEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  24,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ebad, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Has  the  general  commanding  any  further  instructions  to  give  me 
with  regard  to  the  cavalry  expedition  other  than  those  he  gave  me 
verbally? 

R.  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Brigadier- General,  Cavalry  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  24,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Mackenzie, 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division : 

The  major-general  commanding  has  no  further  instructions  to  give 
you.  Send  back  frequent  couriers  and  keep  up  a  constant  communi- 
cation between  your  forces  by  couriers.    The  infantry  go  to  Long  Bridge. 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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riEADQUAETERS   CAVALRY, 

March  34,  1865—9.20  jj.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  Theodork  Ebau  : 

I  have  relieved  tlie  picket-line  witli  men  from  the  First  New  York 
Mounted  Eiiles.  The  infantry  reported  here  a  few  moments  since.  I 
directed  them  to  return  to  their  camp  and  to  report  at  these  headquar- 
ters at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  25th  instant. 

K.  S.  MACKENZIE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  24,  1805—11.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Mackenzie, 

Cavalry  JHvisioti  : 
After  covering  the  coming  in  of  the  infantry  to-morrow  you  will  return 
with  your  command  to  camp.  When  the  infantry  and  train  no  longer 
need  covering  withdraw  your  troops,  each  covering  party  remaining 
until  the  one  beyond  has  passed  by.  Orders  will  be  sent  General 
Turner  to  come  in  starting  at  as  early  an  hour  as  he  can  in  the  morning. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ord: 

THEODORE  BEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ht>qr.s.  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  24,  1865. 
Colonel  West, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division: 

You  will  have  your  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  5  a.  m.  to-mor- 
row, the  25th  instant.  You  will  take  three  days'  rations  for  men  and 
three  days'  short  forage  for  animals.  You  will  leave  in  your  camps  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  to  take  charge  of  the  camp  and  property; 
these  men  will  be  taken  from  the  dismounted  men.  The  men  from  your 
command  now  on  picket  duty  are  to  be  relieved  by  infantry,  Avhen  you 
will  turn  out  the  entire  effective  strength  of  your  command.  You  will 
see  that  the  pioneers  of  your  command  are  properly  equipped. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Mackenzie: 

H.  C.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Spear,  commanding  brigade,  Cavalry  Division.) 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  24,  1865. 
Capt.  D.  L.  NoGGLB, 

Commanding  Fo\(rth   Wisconsin  Battery. 
Captain  :  You  will  have  your  battery  in  readiness  to  march  at  5 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  2;jth  instant.    You  will  take  three  days'  rations 
for  men  and  three  days'  sliort  forage  for  animals. 
By  command 'of  Brigadier-General  Mackenzie: 

H.  C.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Field  Orders, 
No.  2(i. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 
White  House,  Ya.,  March  34,  1865. 
The  command  will  march  promptly  at  G  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  vi/:  First,  Third  Division ;  second,  wagon  train;  third.  First 
Division.  The  column  will  march  via  Jones'  i3ridge  and  Charles  City 
Court-House  toward  Westover,  on  the  James  liiver.  The  First  Divis- 
ion, after  crossing  the  Cbickahominy,  will  throw  a  brigade  in  rear  of 
the  pontoon  train,  which  brigade  will  protect  the  taking  up  of  the 
bridge. 

Bv  coiiiiniHid  of  Jirevet  Major-Geiiernl  Merritt: 

J.  SPREADBURY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hkadquartkkis  Middlk  Military  Division, 

March  31,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

In  conformity  with  the  wish  expressed  in  your  telegram  of  yesterday, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  statements  of  the  strength  and 
disposition  of  the  troops  under  my  command  and  of  the  force  that 
could  be  liberated  for  an  ofl'ensive  movement.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  proposing  a  campaign,  but  to  express  my  readiness  and 
willingness  to  move  up  the  Valley,  if  it  shall  be  thought  at  any  time 
hereafter  by  the  lieutenant-general  or  the  War  Department  to  be 
desirable.  The  force  I  could  bring  together  would  perhaps  be  large 
enough  to  overcome  any  obstacle,  except  the  difficulty  of  supplies. 
The  only  thing  needful  here  is  a  proper  class  of  commanders — young, 
active,  and  enterprising;  those  who  will  inspect  their  commands  con- 
stantly and  enforce  discipline.  Some  of  the  commanders  along  the 
line  of  the  railroad  are  not  exactly  of  this  description,  and  are  too  much 
in  the  habit  of  acting  only  when  ordered  to  correct  evils  pointed  out  to 
them,  and  which  they  should  themselves  discover.  There  are  two  gen- 
erals in  retirement  at  Hagerstowu  about  whom  I  know  nothing,  except 
that  they  were  sent  to  the  rear  by  General  Sheridan,  and  I  have  no  use 
for  them.  Their  rank  prevents  their  being  used  in  any  but  important 
places.  I  refer  to  Generals  Max  Weber  and  Sullivan.  The  situation 
here  will  be  satisfactory  with  the  projier  kind  of  officers  in  command. 
I  shall  not  hesitate  to  bring  to  the  strictest  accountability  any  officer 
in  command  of  troops  who  comes  short  of  what  the  occasion  demands. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General,   V.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Inclosiire  !No.  1.] 

Statement,  in  round  numbers,  of  aggregate  for  duty  in  the  Middle  Militarij  Division,  as 

shown  by  recen  t  reports. 


I)e])artiii»'lit. 


Dtipartuieut  of  WasliJiigton 

I)ei)artinent  of  Peniisylvaniu 

Middle  Department  .' 

Departmmit  of  Wont  Virginia 

Army  of  tile  Slienandoah 

New  regimenta  near  Harper's  Ferry  . 
First  Veteran  Corps  (estimated)  ..'... 


Total . 


a  Include!)  heavy  ana  light  artillery. 


Infantry. 

10,  500 
000 
1,300 
7,000 
C,  ,'iOO 
8,000 
3, 100 

Cavalry. 

3,500 


Artillery. 

Total. 

10,  000 

24, 000 

«00 

1,800 

13.  000 
9,500 
8.  000 
3,100 

250 
3,500 
2,  500 

250 

2. 500 

500 

37,  000 

9,750 

■al3,250 

60,000 

March  24,  I860. 
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[Ilielusilre  No,  2.] 

Statement  of  prohnhle  viimher  of  infantrij  troops  available  for  offensive  purposes  by  the 
time  the  onjaiiizatiuu  can  be  perfected. 

Nineteenth  Corps  (one  division) 8,000 

Twelve  new  regiments,  now  organizing    into  two  provisional  divisions  at 

Cliarlestowu  and  Halltown 8, 000 

Available  from  line  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kiiilioad  (Eighth  Corps) 2,  500 

Can  be  drawn  from  Department  of  Washington 3, 000 

Troops  of  First  Veteran  Corps 3,  500 

Total 25,000 

This  estimate  leaves  the  Department  of  Washington  without  mate- 
rial change,  and  is  believed  to  be  not  excessive.  The  available  force 
of  cavalry  can  be  best  shown  by  the  memorandum  on  next  sheet  [Inclo- 
sure  No.  3]. 

March  24, 18(i5. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Memorandum  sur/gesting  probable  operations  of  cavalry  in  an  offensive 
campaign  np  Ike  Valley  of  the  /Shenandoah. 

March  24,  1865. 

The  cavalry  is  at  present  stationed  as  follows:  One  brigade  near 
Fairfax  Court-liouse;  about  2,500  with  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah; 
about  2,000  in  the  Kanawha  Valley;  one  regiment  at  Philippi,  and  one 
at  New  Creek,  in  West  Virginia. 

The  infantry  to  bo  drawn  from  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  the  regi- 
ments at  Philippi  and  New  Creek  could  move  safely  down  between 
Kich  and  Cheat  Mountains  toward  Warm  Springs  and  effect  a  junction 
with  the  cavalry  from  Charleston,  Va.,  the  combined  force  meeting  the 
main  body  of  the  army  at  Staunton,  where  a  supply  of  rations  would 
have  to  be  accumulated.  A  sufiflcient  force  of  cavalry  would  return 
with  the  supply  trains  and  be  kept  along  the  railroad  to  look  after  the 
small  parties  of  guerrillas  left  in  rear. 

The  cavalry  from  Fairfax  would  be  available  for  a  demonstration  on 
the  left  and  to  look  after  Mosby,  and  could  then  return  to  its  position 
in  front  of  Washington. 

I  would  move  from  Staunton  with  about  4,000  cavalry. 

Throughout  the  western  part  of  the  State  I  would  seize  every  serv- 
iceable horse,  no  matter  to  whom  it  belonged,  and  destroy  the  supplies 
on  which  the  roving  bands  of  guerrillas  are  subsisting. 

The  following  disposition  of  troojis  left  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  and 
at  Washington  would  be  made  in  case  of  an  advance :  All  the  cavalry, 
infantry,  and  artillery  at  Washington  would  be  left  intact,  except  one 
or  two  light  batteries  I  might  require  and  about  3,000  infantry;  a 
strong  garrison  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Maryland  fleights.  There  are 
about  forty-five  block-houses  along  the  railroad  to  be  garrisoned  by 
about  2,000  men.  One  fort  at  Parkersburg,  one  at  the  bridge  over  the 
Cheat  liiver,  one  at  New  Creek,  and  one  at  Cumberland  in  which  suit- 
able garrisons  would  be  left.  Cavalry  would  be  left  to  picket  tlic  river 
below  Harper's  Ferry  and  a  regiment  in  front  of  New  Creek.  No 
extensive  raid  could  be  carried  out,  in  my  opinion,  while  the  army  is 
operating  up  the  Valley  if  supplies  are  effectually  destroyed  as  the 
army  moves  down. 
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[Inclosnre  No.  4.] 
Statement  showing  disposition  of  troops  at  present  in  Department  of  West  Firginia. 


Troops. 


Fir«t Division  (EightliCorpa), 
Brigadier-Gener.-il  Duval 
commanding. 

Second  Division  (£  i  g  It  t  Ji 
Corps),  J^risadier-tieneral 
Carroll  commanding. 

Third  Division  (Eighth 
Corps),  Brigadier-General 
Stevenson  commanding. 


DLspositioi). 


Three  regiments  at  Ciiiuherland,  one  at  Martinshurg,  and 
one  along  the  lialtimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  at  bridges,  &-C. 

On  railroad  from  Cumberland  to  Parkersbiirg;  three  regi- 
ments at  Now  Creek,  one  at  Grafton,  one  at  Philippi, 
one  at  Buckhannon,  one  at  Beverly.  This  division  also 
guards  the  road  to  Hancock  from  Cumberland. 

Guards  railroad  from  Monocacy  to  Hancock,  garrisons  Har- 
per's Ferry,  Maryland  Heiglits,  and  Martinsburg. 


Effective 
strength 


2,700 


4,000 


a6, 500 


a  Includes  one  regiment  of  cavalry  temporarily  attached,  picketing  along  the  Shenandoah. 

Note. — The  two  cavalry  regiments  in  tlie  Kanawha  Valley  form  the  First  Sei>arate  Brigade,  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Lightburn  (at  this  moment  Colonel  Oley).  A  division  of  new  troops  is 
forming  at  Halltown,  under  Brevet  Aliyor-Genoral  Brooke,  and  one  at  Charlestown,  under  Brevet 
Major-General  £gan. 


Fairfax  Ooxtet-House,  Va.,  March  24, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 

(Received  9.10  p.  in.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  iStaff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  just  returned  witli  the  detachmeut  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry after  a  inarch  of  sixty  miles  in  two  days.  I  connected  with  the 
command  of  Colonel  Eeno  yesterday  at  6  p.  m.  at  Mountsville,  on  the 
Snickersvillepike.  Colonel  Reno,  with  his  command  of  300  cavahy  and 
700  infantry,  started  at  8  a.. m.  on  his  return  through  Snicker's  Gap, 
stating  that  he  had  a  sufficient  force  to  cope  with  all  that  Mosby  could 
bring  against  him.    A  detailed  report  will  be  forwarded  to-morrow. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdcjrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  55.  ]  Baltimore,  Md.,  March  24,  1865. 

Col.  S.  M.  Bowman,  Eighty -fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  as  commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  Delaware, 
and  will  report  in  person  to  tliese  headquarters  for  orders. 
By  command  ot  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  U.  S.  Army: 

SAMUEL  B,  LAWRENCE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

No.  56.  j  Baltimore,  Md.,  March  24,  1865. 

The  District  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  as  established  by 
General  Orders,  No.  120,  headquarters  Middle  Department,  December 
13,  1864,  will  be  included  hereafter  iu  the  command  of  the  District  of 
Delaware,  which  will  be  known  as  the  District  of  Delaware  and  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland. 
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Brig.  Gen.  J.  li.  Kenly,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the 
command  of  said  district.  Headquarters  will  be  established  at  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  U.  S.  Army : 

SAMUEL  B.  LAWRENCE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  March  35, 1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 

(Received  10.20  a.  m.) 
Hon.  Secbetaey  op  War: 

Arrived  here  all  safe  about  9  p.  m.  yesterday.  No  war  news.  Gen- 
eral Grant  does  not  seem  to  know  very  much  about  Yeatman,  but  thinks 
very  well  of  him  so  far  as  he  does  know.  I  like  Mr.  Whiting  very  much, 
and  hence  would  wish  him  to  remain  or  resign  as  best  suits  himself. 
Hearing  this  much  from  me,  do  as  you  think  best  in  the  matter.  Gen- 
eral Lee  has  sent  the  Russell  letter  back,  concluding,  as  I  understand 
from  Grant,  that  their  dignity  does  not  admit  of  their  receiving  the 
document  from  us.  Robert  just  now  tells  there  was  a  little  rumpus  up 
the  line  this  morning,  ending  about  where  it  began. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25, 1865.     (Received  5  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
I  am  here  within  five  miles  of  the  scene  of  this  morning's  action.    1 
have  nothing  to  add  to  what  General  Meade  reports,  except  that  I  have 
seen  the  prisoners  myself,  and  they  look  like  there  might  be  the  num- 


ber he  states — 1,600. 


A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  25, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 
To  the  President; 

Your  telegram  and  Parke's  report*  of  the  "scrimmage"  this  morning 
are  received.  The  rebel  rooster  looks  a  little  the  worse,  as  he  could 
not  hold  the  fence.  We  have  nothing  new  here.  Now  you  are  away 
everything  is  quiet  and  the  tormentors  vanished.  I  hope  you  will 
remember  General  Harrison's  advice  to  his  men  at  Tippecanoe,  that 
they  "  can  see  as  well  a  little  farther  ofi'." 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25, 1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  following  dispatch  of  General  Parke  is  received  from  General 
Meade: 

The  enemy  attacked  my  front  this  morning  at  about  4.30  with  three  divisions, 
under  command  of  General  Gordon.     By  a  sudden  rush  they  seized  the  line  held  by 

*  See  next,  post. 
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the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  to  the  right  of  Fort  Sted- 
man,  wlieeled,  and,  overpowering  the  garrison,  took  possession  of  the  fort.  They 
established  themselves  on  the  hill,  turning  our  guns  upon  us.  Our  troops  on  either 
flank  stood  firm.  Soon  after  a  determined  attack  was  made  on  Fort  Haskell,  held 
by  part  of  McLanghlen's  brigade,  Willcox's  division,  and  was  repulsed  with  great 
loss  to  the  enemy.  The  First  Brigade  of  Hartrauft's  division,  held  in  reserve,  was 
brou^cht  up,  and  a  check  given  to  any  further  advance.  One  or  two  attempts  to  re- 
take the  hill  were  made,  and  were  only  temporarily  successful,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  when  a  charge  was  made  by  that  brigade,  aided  by  the  troops  of  the 
First  Division,  on  either  flank,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  out  of  the  fort,  with  the 
loss  of  a  number  of  prisoners,  estimated  at  about  1,600.  Two  battle-flags  have  also 
been  brought  in.  The  enemy  also  lost  heavily  in  killed  outside  of  our  lines.  The 
whole  line  was  immediately  reoccupied,  and  the  guns  retaken  uninjured.  I  regret  to 
add  that  General  McLaughlen  was  captured  in  Fort  Stedraan;  our  loss  was  other- 
wise rot  heavy.  Great  praise  is  due  to  General  Hartranft  for  the  skill  and  gallantry 
displayed  in  handling  his  division,  which  behaved  with  great  spirit  in  this  its  first 
engagement. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-General,  Commandiig. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25, 1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  am  not  yet  able  to  give  the  results  of  the  day  accurately,  but  the 
number  of  prisoners  captured  proves  larger  than  at  first  reported.  The 
slaughter  of  the  enemy  at  the  point  where  they  entered  our  lines  and 
in  front  of  it  was  probably  not  less  than  3,000.  Our  loss  is  estimated 
at  800,  but  may  prove  less.  General  Huniphreys  attacked  on  the  left 
with  great  promptitude,  capturing  near  100  men,  and  causing  the  enemy 
to  return  troops  to  that  part  of  his  line  rapidly. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

lAeutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  ,Q5,  1865—8  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  number  of  prisoners  received  by  the  provost-marshal  is  2,200 
taken  by  the  Ninth  Corps  and  500  by  the  Second  Corps.  There  may 
be  still  some  more  to  be  brought  in. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

lAeutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  (xeneral  Meade  will  show 
the  result  of  operations  of  to-day  in  full,  except  tl»e  casualties  in  the 
Second  and  Fifth  Corps,  whi(;h  I  think  will  prove  numerically  small  * 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

I/ieutenant- Genera]. 

*  See  Meade  to  Grant,  8.30  p.  m.,  p.  112. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  March  23, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
The  troops  for  Sheniian's  army  passed  Cincinnati  on  the  20th  for 
Washington.  Have  been  delayed  by  loss  of  railroad  bridges.  Ves- 
sels are  here  ready  on  their  arrival  to  take  them  to  Beaufort,  !N.  C. 
The  Nineteenth  Corps  has  been  discontinued.  As  soon  as  it  is  deter- 
mined what  troops  are  to  remain  in  West  Virginia  I  think  they  should 
be  consolidated  as  the  Eighth  Corps. 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25,  1865 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  ITalleck, 

'Washington : 

I  think  all  the  trooi>s  in  West  Virginia  should  constitute  the  Eighth 
Corps,  and  General  Hancock  should  be  instructed  to  organize  ail  not 
necessary  for  holding  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road  into 
brigades  and  divisions  and  get  them  into  condition  to  be  used  wherever 
required. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25,  1865. 
Admiral  D.  1).  PORTER, 

Jones^  Landing  : 
The  enemy  have  attacked  and  broken  through  the  right  of  our  line 
at  Petersburg.    If  they  are  i)ermitted  to  get  through  they  may  march 
toward  City  Point.     I  would  suggest  patting  one  or  two  gun-boats  on 
the  Appomattox  up  as  high  as  the  pontoon  bridge. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieuten  ant-  General. 


Jones'  Landing,  March  25,  1865. 

(Keceived  10  a.  m.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

The  gunboats  will  go  uj)  the  Appomattox  at  once. 

D.  J).  POliTER, 

Kear-Admiral. 


Jones'  Landing,  March  25, 1865. 

(Keceived  10.20  a.  m.) 
Lieuten  ant- General  Grant: 

I  sent  one  or  two  gun-boats  down  the  river  to  City  Point  yesterday; 
others  are  on  their  way  now.  Will  you  please  direct  any  commander 
of  gun-boat  there  to  proceed  to  any  point  you  wish  to  protect.  1  am 
ready  to  send  light-draft  gun-boats  up  the  Chickahominy.  Do  you  wish 
them  sent? 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Bear-^Admiral. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  25,  1865. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Jones'  Landing: 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  front  and  find 
your  dispatch  of  this  morning.  Quiet  is  entirely  restored  and  there,  is 
now  no  necessity  of  sending  boats  up  the  Appomattox.  Sheridan  will 
leave  the  Chickahominy  to-morrow  morning,  so  that  if  boats  have  not 
gone  up  it  will  be  too  late.  Everything  went  off  well.  We  captured 
about  2,000  prisoners  and  killed  and  wounded  a  large  nup.iber  of  the 
enemy. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865— [12  m]. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  enemy  at  daylight  this  morning  attacked  the  right  of  my  line; 
held  by  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  succeeding  in  surprising  and  tempora- 
rily occupying  a  small  portion  of  it  till  Hartranft's  division,  in  reserve, 
was  brought  up,  when  the  enemy  was  handsomely  driven  out  and  the 
line  reoccupied.  I  forward  Major-General  Parke's  detailed  dispatch.* 
Immediately  on  learning  of  the  attack,  Wheaton's  division,  Sixth  Corps, 
the  small  brigade  at  these  headquarters,  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  were 
ordered  up  to  Parke's  support,  but  the  affair  was  decided  before  any 
reached  the  scene  of  action.  Two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps  were 
also  immediately  put  in  motion,  but  were  halted  at  these  headquarters 
on  learning  repulse  of  the  enemy.  Instructions  were  also  sent  to 
Majjor^Generals  Wright  and  Humphreys  to  push  forward  their  skir- 
mishers and  feel  the  enemy's  strength,  and,  in  case  he  was  found  weak- 
ened, to  attack.  Griffin's  division.  Fifth  Corps,  was  ordered  to  sup- 
port Humphreys.  The  last  dispatch  from  General  Humphreys  reported 
he  had  anticipated  his  orders,  had  driven  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
and  would  attack  so  soon  as  he  could  ascertain  how  strongly  the  lines 
in  his  front  were  manned. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865— 8.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Since  my  report  of  12  m.  no  ftirther  operations  have  taken  place  on 
the  Ninth  Corps  front.  Major-General  Parke  reports  his  casualties  as 
64  killed,  323  wounded,  and  481  missing.  His  captures  amount  to  8 
battle-Hags  and  1,800  prisoners.  The  enemy  were  permitted,  under  a 
flag  of  truce,  to  carry  away  from  our  lines  120  dead  and  15  very  severely 
wounded.  Under  the  orders  sent  Major-General  Wright  to  feel  the 
enemy  the  skirmishers  of  the  Sixth  Corps  were  advanced,  but  found 
the  enemy's  picket  strongly  intrenched.  Major-General  Wright  sup- 
ported his  skirmishers  by  his  Second  Division,  one  brigade  of  the  Third 
Division,  and  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division,  and  after  a  spirited 
contest,  under  a  sharp  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  the  enemy's 
intrenched  picket-line  was  carried,  capturing  416  prisoners.    This  line 

"Embodied  in  Grant  to  Stanton,  1.30  p.  m.,  p.  109. 


Chap.  LVIII]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. ITNION.  113 

is  now  held.  Major  General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps, 
likewise  advanced  his  skirmishers,  well  supported  by  his  First  and  Third 
Divisions,  and  carried  the  enemy's  intrenched  skirmish-line,  taking 
over  200  prisoners.  Subsequently  the  enemy  was  re  enforced  and 
made  several  vigorous  and  determined  attacks,  all  of  which  were 
repulsed,  Humphreys  capturing  in  these  last  affairs  2  battle-flags  and 
over  400  prisoners.  The  fighting  on  this  part  of  the  line  continued  till 
near  8  o'clock.  Numerous  deserters  have  been  reported  since  dark. 
Total  captures  reported  to  day,  10  battle-flags  and  2,800  prisoners. 
Griffin's  division,  Fifth  Corps,  was  sent  to  support  Humphreys,  and 
was  engaged  with  the  Second  Corps.  Crawford's  and  Ayres' divisions, 
of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  the  cavalry  division  were  held  in  reserve,  and 
promptly  moved  to  different  parts  of  the  line. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25,  1865 — 10.15  p.m. 
Major-General  Meade : 

Your  last  dispatch*  was  forwarded  as  received.  It  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  army  for  the  promptness  with  which  it  became  the  attack- 
ing force  after  repelling  an  unexpected  attack  from  the  enemy.  Do 
we  now  hold  the  intrenched  picket-line  captured  from  the  enemy?  I 
would  like  to  know,  as  soon  as  you  ascertain,  the  losses  outside  of  the 
Ninth  Cor])s. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Headquartkus  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  25,  1865.     (Received  12.50  a.  m.  26th.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Wright  holds  his  captured  line.  Humphreys  had  all  of  his  at  8  p.  m., 
but  I  authorized  his  retaining  only  such  positions  as  in  his  judgment  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  hold.  Parke  sends  in  the  return  of  casual- 
ties in  his  Artillery  Brigade,  to  be  added  to  his  previous  return,  4 
killed,  14  wounded,  and  25  missing;  total,  43.  Humphreys  estimates 
his  killed  and  wounded  at  about  460;  very  few  missing.  Thinks 
enemy's  losses  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  double  his.  Wright 
reported  his  loss  small. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


[March  25,  1865]— 5.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Mbade, 

City  Point : 
Enemy  are  reported  as  having  broken  through  our  lines  near  Fort 
Stedman,  and  also  that  he  is  making  a  heavy  attack  on  Willcox's 
right.    I  have  notified  corps  commanders  and  am  sending  down  Wain- 
Wright's  artillery.    The  troops  around  us  are  getting  under  arms. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

'See  Meade  to  Grant,  next,  ante. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  25,  1865. 
Majoi-General  Hunt, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Have  you  sent  troops  to  repel  the  euemy  iu  front  of  Ninth  Corps? 
Assistance  should  be  sent  them  without  delay. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


I  March  25,  1865]— 7.55  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  sent  down  at  once  to  Jones'  house  the  Provisional  Brigade  and 
Fifth  Corps  artillery,  near  here,  and  requested  General  Wright  to  send 
a  division.  Tlie  division  is  passing  these  headquarters  now.  Craw- 
ford's division  is  also  moving,  closely  followed  by  Ayres' ;  Griffin's  fol- 
lows as  far  as  the  Wyatt  house,  where  he  will  await  farther  orders. 
General  Parke  notified. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25, 1865 — 7.30  a.  m. 

Col.  G.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  JSdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

You  will  send  the  inclosed  dispatch*  to  General  Warren  and  direct 
him  to  move  up  with  his  whole  force  at  once. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


March  25,  1865—7.55  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
General  Warren's  corps  is  already  on  the  march  under  an  order  from 
General  Parke.    The  dispatch  inclosed t  was  sent  him  from  here  this 
morning.    General  Wheaton's  division  has  passed  here  on  its  way  to 
Parke.     The  Provisional  Brigade  was  sent  an  hour  ago. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


March  25, 1865—8  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

City  Point: 
111  addition  to  the  troops  reported  by  me  the  Fifth  Corps  artillery, 
sixteen  guns,  has  been  sent  to  General  Parke. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Not  found  as  au  inclosure. 

t  Probably  Ruggles  to  Warren,  6.20  a.  m.,  p.  129. 
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March  25,  1865—8.45  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Meade, 

City  Point: 
General  Parke  announces  tbe  reoccupatiiju  of  the  whole  line,  capture 
of  many  prisoners,  and  that  all  is  quiet.  In  obedience  to  his  orders  I 
have  notified  corps  commanders  and  sent  staft  officers  to  halt  Fifth 
Corps.  Crawford  is  at  Gurley  house,  Ayres  behind  him;  GriflSn  at 
the  Wyatt  house.  Wlieaton's  division  probably  reached  Jones'  house 
by  the  time  General  I*arke  sent  his  dispatch.  The  troops  halted  are 
awaiting  further  orders.  1  have  asked  General  Parke  if  he  desires 
Provisional  Brigade  any  longer. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  P(jint,  March  U5,  1865. 
Colonel  RtTGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Let  the  two  leading  divisions  of  Fiftli  Corps  move  ou  until  halted  by 
General  Parke. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


City  Point,  March  35,  18(!5 — 9.15  a.  m. 
Colonel  KUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  orders  halting  GrilHu  at  the  Wyatt  house  are  approved.  Let 
the  other  two  divisions  move  on,  to  be  near  Parke  and  right  of  Sixth 
Army  Corps.  Griffin  will  be  moved  up,  to  be  near  the  Sixth  and  Sec- 
ond Corps,  to  support  them. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  25,  18(i.5 — i».45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point : 
Instructions  as  to  Crawford's,  Ayres',  and  Griffin's  divisions  received. 
Orders  sent  to  Generals  Warren,  Ayres,  Griffin,  Crawford,  and  Gen- 
erals Parke  and  Wright  notified. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  25,  ]8*i5 — lo.(t5  a.  m, 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
In  accordance  with  telegraphic  request  of  General  Parke  1  have  Just 
sent  to  halt  Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions  again.     Crawford  is  now 
opposite  these  lieadouarters:  Ayres  behind  him. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


116  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVIII. 

Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—10.30  p.  m. 
The  dispatch'  of  the  lieutenant-general  is  sent  for  your  information. 
Please  send  the  information  required  as  soon  as  possible.     How  much 
of  captured  line  does  General  Humphreys  hold? 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  iStaff. 

(Sent  to  Major-Generals  Humphreys,  Warreii,  Wright,  and  Parke.) 


Heauquabteks  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  25,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  City  Point: 
The  lieutenant-general  directs  that  the  bridge  at  Deep  Bottom  be 
dropped  down  to  the  position  where  Hancock  crossed  last  summer,  as 
we  agreed  this  evening.  A  tug  has  been  ordered  to  report  at  Strang's 
wharf  for  you,  and  will  be  in  readiness.  The  general  will  be  pleased 
to  have  the  bridge  in  at  daylight  or  as  near  then  as  possible. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 

I  IntlorHcinent.] 

For  Captain   Lubey  to  read.     [  liave  promised  tliar   tlie  bridge  will 
be  ready  at  the  time  re(|uired. 

H.  W.  BIENHAMI. 


Headquarters  Army  of  a"HE  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—6.15  p.  m. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  COLLIS, 

City  Point: 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw  your  brigade  and 
leave  the  defense  of  the  City  Point  intrenchments  to  General  Benham's 
command. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


March  2.5,  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

******* 
The  following  organizations  are  now  on  the  south  side  of  the  Appo- 
mattox: Gordon's  entire  corps;  Wilcox's  and  Heth's  divisions,  of  Hill's 
corps ;  Pickett's  division  (three  brigades  of  it) ;  Bushrod  Johnson's  divis- 
ion.   The  following  is  the  latest  estiruate  strength  of  these  commands: 


in  Bushrod  Johnson's  division,  averiigc  300,  equals  6,000.    Total  in  above 
commands,  32,000. 

J.  C.  BABCOCK, 


See  Grant  to  Meade,  10.15  p.  in.,  p.  113. 
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Headqtiauterr  Armv  of  the  Potomac, 

March  55,  JSOr:. 
Brigadier-General  Macy  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  coiiDiiand 
down  to  tbe  Jones  liouse  and  tliere  await  further  orders. 

GEO.  r>.  KUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JTkadquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Office  of  Provost-Marshal-General, 

March  an,  18f>r>. 
Brigad  ier-General  Patrick, 

City  Point  : 

There  are  now  about  300  more  pri.son«Ms  f)nit  will  be  shutdown  in  the 
morning.     Total  so  far,  2,338. 

PH.  SCHUYLER, 
Cajtinin  and  Acihu/  Assistant  Adjiitant-General. 


Headquarters  Army-  of  the  Potomac, 

Office  of  the  Provost- Marshal-General, 

March  25,  1865. 
Brigadier-Geueral  Patrick, 
Provost-Marshal-  General, 

Armies  operating  against  Richmond,  City  Point: 
General:  Continual  arrivals  of  prisoners  have  swelled  the  number 
forwarded  to  you  this  p.  m.  to  2,571.     At  12  to-night  1  send  you  440 
prisoners  of  war. 

GEO.  K.  MACY, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  and  Provost- Marshal-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Special  Orders,^     Wak  J >ki't.,  A iut.  General's  Office, 

No.  145.  s  Washington,  March  So,  1865. 

*  *«***« 

38.  Capt.  L.  B.  Norton,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  in  tbe  Department  of  Virginia,  and  will  report  to  the  chief 
signal  officer,  U.  S.  Army,  at  Washington,  J).  C,  to  be  assigned  to  the 
position  held  at  present  by  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Spencer,  Signal  Corps,  U. 
S.  Army. 

#  «  *  *  rff  *  4^ 

40.  Bvt.  Maj.  J.  C.  Paine,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  iu  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  Ord,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia,  to  assume  charge 
of  the  signal  detachment  connected  with  that  department. 

By  order  of  the  Secsretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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riEADQITAK'I'KRS    ARMY    OK    THE    POTOMAC, 

March  85,  1S6S. 
General  Webb: 

The  Walthall  house  station  repprts  at  3  p.  m.  a  column  of  about 
1,000  men  moving  out  of  Petersburg  oti  a  road  running  westerly.  Col- 
umn moving  westerly.  This  probably  the  same  as  the  last  column 
reported. 

OHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  itc. 


ITdqus.  Army  of  the  Potomac;.  Signal  Department, 

March  2r>,  ]8r,6. 

Major-General  Webb, 

Headquarters  Sixth  Corps  ; 
The  station  near  the  Friend  house  reports  at  3  p.  m.  1,000  infantry 
moving  on  eastern  slope  of  Cemetery  Hill,  heading  toward  the  Cox 
road;  also  about  300  moving  north  on  Richmond  railroad,  and  a  train 
of  forty  ambulances  moving  north  on  Pocahontas  road. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  d-c. 


Hdqkr.  Army  of  the  Potomac!,  Signal  Department, 

March  35,  1805 — i.30  p.  vi. 

Major-General  Webb, 

Headquarters  Sixth  Corps: 
At  4  p.  m.  the  station  at  Fort  Davis  reports  a  column  about  800,  with 
another  of  about  400  parallel  with  it,  moving  past  the  large  fort  near 
the  lead-works,  going  toward  our  left.     A  small  regiment  in  line  at  the 
fort. 

CHA.S.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  <f'f,'. 


ITdqrs.  Army  of  thf  Potoma<:,  Signal  Department, 

March  35,  J 805— 7  p.  w. 

Major-General  Webb, 

ChieJ  of  Staff: 
General:  The  following  is  from  tlie  tower  at  6.10  p.  ni. : 

Twelve,  rejjinients  *»f  iiirant'y  nre  now  moviiij^  to  our  loft  on  Cox  roail  coming  from 
toward  the  city. 

At  G.lil  p.  m.  he  rei»orts: 

They  have  cro.ssed  from  the  Cox  to  the  Boydton  road,  and  aro  still  moving  to  our 
left.     Head  of  the  colnnin  now  at  Harrison's,  ."iiid  still  nioving. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Walthall  Stgnal  Station,  March  ^.T,  ]8fin — 8  a.  m. 
Major  Paine, 

Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 
Our  line  near  Fort  Stedman  just  advanced  to  its  old  position.     Can 
see  but  little  of  the  effects  of  the  fight  from  here.    Two  trains — one  of 
eleven  box-cars  and  one  coach  at  6.35  a.  m.,  the  other  of  eight  box- 
cars at  7.35 — passed  toward  Petersburg. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HOLMAX, 

Sergeant. 

(Copy  to  Lieutenant  Benson,  adjutant,  signiil  corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac.) 


Walthall  Signal  Sta'i-ion,  March  2r>,  J8r,r> — ].so  jk  m. 
Major  Paine, 

Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps : 

A  column  of  about  1,000  infantry  just  moved  out  of  Petersburg  on  a 
road  running  in  a  westerly  direction. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

SergeMnt. 

(Copy  to  Lieutenant  Benson,  adjutant,  .".ignal  corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac.) 


Walthall  Signal  Station,  March  2'),  186r> — rt.l5  j).  m. 
Major  Paine, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

At  4.45  p.  m.  artillery  firing  seen  beyond  Petersburg  at  a  point  about 
south  47  degrees  west.    Bodies  of  troops  moving  in  a  westerly  direc- 
tion.    Supposed  to  be  cavalry,  but  not  certain. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 

(Copy  to   Lientenaiit  Benson,  adjutant,  signal  corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac.) 


Walthall  Signal  Station,  March  2'>,  18r,r, — r>.SO  p.  m. 

Major  Paine, 

Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps . 

All  quiet  this  p.  m.  At  9.45  a.  m.  two  trains — one  of  seven  coaches 
and  nine  box-cars,  the  other  of  seven  box-cars — passed  toward  Kich- 
mond.  12  m.,  a  train  of  five  box-cars  passed  toward  Petersburg.  At 
12.30  p.  m.  about  500  prisoners  that  the  enemy  had  captured  from  us 
were  marched  up  the  railroad  track  toward  IJunlop's.  At  3  p.  m.  a 
train  of  ten  box-cars  and  one  flat,  one  boz  and  the  flat  crowded  with 
men,  passed  toward  fiichmond. 
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Tlie  followiiij;;  liave  l)ecti  intercepted: 

Morning. 
Major  P. : 

One  train  of  fourteen  boxes  crowded  with  troops  just  jiassed  toward  eueuiy's  left. 
A  long  column  of  troops  passed  in  rearof  Friend's  house  toward  enemy's  left.  Great 
activity  in  enemy's  line. 

Later. — Three  more  train.s  )i:iK$ed  toward  eneniv's  loft. 

W., 
Sergeant,  at  D. 
From  AVeisiger'«  front,  4  j).  ni.  : 

Colonel  B. : 

Yesterday  eve  I  discovered  a  marked  increase  of  tents  at  Signal  Hill.  .Just  at 
11  two  regiments,  one  of  cavalry  and  the  other  of  infantry,  were  drilling  on  north 
side.  At  same  time  one  regiment  infantry  on  skirmish  drill  behind  Battery  A  and 
another  at  Battery  C. 

(Same  to  A.C.) 

From  J)unn's: 

Assistant  Quautbk.m astku  : 

Four  gun-boats  oft'  Port  Walthall.  A  steamer,  jirobably  gun-boat,  off  Strahan's 
Lower  Landing. 

R., 
Sergeant,  at  C. 

Kv]>eat  tiie  boats  to  Coloutd  Guiou.     (This  was  supplementary  from  Sergeant  R.) 

Very  respeistfiilly, 

GEO.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 

(Copy  to  Jjieiiteniint  Ben.son,  adjiitsint,  signal  corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac.) 


WAi/rnALi.  SiGNAT,  Station,  Mnreh  26,  1865 — 0  j>.  m. 
Major  Paine, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
Artillery  firing  still  continues  beyond  Petersburg.     A  body  of  infan- 
try drawu  up  in  line  in  open  field  about  south  58  degrees  west  beyond 
town.    Owing  to  smoke  the  number  cannot  be  determined.     Mounted 
ofiicers  actively  engaged  in  same  vicinity. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.   W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 

(Copy  to   Lieutenant  Ben.son,   adjutant,   sigiiiil   corps.  Army  of  the 
Potomac.) 


Hbadqtiautkrs  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  2'),  1805—5.40  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

The  enemy  is  reported  by  General  I'arke  to  have  broken  through  our 
lines  near  Fort  Stedman.  General  Meade  is  not  here.  Tlie  attack 
seems  to  be  proceeding. 

H.  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

(Sanic  to  Major-Genera  Is  Warren  and  Wriglit.) 


Chap.  LVIII.]  CORKESPONDKNCK,  ETC. UNION.  121 

Headquarters  Seoond  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865—7.25  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

I  ordered  out  a  reconnaissance  some  time  ago.  Sliall  I  drive  in  tlie 
enemy's  pickets  all  along  my  line,  and,  if  I  find  his  works  slimly  held, 
attack  liimf 

A.  A,  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hkadquartkrs  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—7.45  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corpn: 
The  eiiemy  hold  Steduian  and  are  pressing  us.     If  their  lines  are 
weakened  in  your  front  I  think  it  well  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Hkadquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—8.10  a.  m. 
MaJ.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 
Warren  has  been  sent  to  our  right.  You  will  not,  therefore,  be 
able  to  call  upon  him  for  re-enforcements.  Should  we  find  the  attack 
on  the  right  to  be  a  feint,  and  should  you  determine  any  attack  upon 
you  to  be  too  strong  for  you  to  withstand,  you  are  iuithorized  to  take 
up  the  old  line. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—8.25  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

General  Parke  re])orts  tliat  we  have,  retaken  the  line,  and  directs  me 
to  inform  you. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
AsHiHtant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General.s  Wiureii  and  Wright  and  commanding  oflScer  Cav- 
alry Division.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—8.30  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

Push  the  enemy,  if  possible,  and  determine  whether  or  not  there  is 
any  change  on  your  front.  The  attack  on  Parke  has  been  repulsed. 
If  you  find  that  any  advantage  can  be  taken  of  this  move  of  the  enemy 
notify  the  general  commanding. 

ALEX,  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

(Same  to  General  Wright.) 
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Headquartkrs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

jMarch  25,  1865 — 8.45  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

General  Parke  announces  tlie  reoccupation  of  the  whole  line,  the 
capture  of  many  prisoners,  and  that  all  is  now  quiet.  He  directs  that 
troops  on  inarch  to  him  be  halted  and  await  further  orders. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assintant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Wiirreu  and  Wriglit  and  commanding  officer  Cav- 
alry Division.) 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
As  soon  as  I  heard  that  General  Parke  had  repulsed  the  enemy  I 
directed  my  division  commanders  to  push  out  reconnaissances.  1  have 
now  gone  to  see  what  they  have  developed.  1  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  enemy  has  weakened  himself  in  my  front.  I  will  inform  you 
if  I  find  such  to  be  the  case. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 
Near  First  Division,  March  25,  1865 — 9.15  a.  m, 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
I  find  my  staff  officer  reported  erroneously  to  you  for  me.  As  soon 
as  I  had  given  the  preparatory  orders  for  the  movement  of  the  corps  I 
ordered  out  reconnaissances  from  each  division  at  6.45  a.  m.,  with  a 
view  to  attacking  if  the  enemy's  line  was  held  weakly.  Telegraphed 
that  to  General  Parke,  and  also  asked  authority  to  drive  in  the  picket- 
line  throughout  and  take  adviantage  of  any  weakness  in  the  enemy's 
line.  General  Parke  replied  it  would  be  well  to  take  advantage  of  any 
weakness  of  the  enemy.  The  reconnaissance  on  the  right  moved 
toward  the  Skinner  house,  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  found  the 
enemy's  works  manned  with  a  line  of  battle,  single  rank,  whose  fire 
they  received.  On  the  left  of  the  Skinner  house  they  did  not  drive  in 
the  pickets.  On  the  right  of  the  Watkins  house  party  not  heard  from 
yet.  The  party  in  Watkins'-house  field  report  the  enemy  manning  their 
works,  400  yards  of  the  works  visible,  with  a  line  of  battle,  single  rank. 
The  same  report  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Armstrong  house.  The  sum 
of  the  whole  is  that  the  enemy  have  a  strong  picket-line  in  pits,  five  or 
six  men  in  each  pit,  pits  about  fifty  feet  apart;  a  thin  line  of  battle  in 
the  works,  single  rank,  men  three  feet  apart,  and  artillery.  If  anything 
further  is  done  it  should  be  something  like  this:  To  drive  in  their 
pickets  near  the  Watkins  house,  follow  it  up  with  a  brigade,  attacking 
the  works  there,  and  support  the  attack  with  the  division,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  sent  to  Ninth  Army  Corps,  General  Meade  having  left  City 
Point.) 
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Ukadquabters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  35,  1865—9.20  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

Griffiu  is  ordered  to  remain  near  Wyatt  liouse  to  support  tlie  Second 
or  Sixth  Corps,  as  lie  may  be  called  upon.  Two  divisions  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  are  still  moving  toward  Parke,  and  will  be  directed  to  move 
toward  left  iu  case  he  reports  that  he  will  not  attack. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Jirevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


MARrn  25,  ISfw— 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hxtmphreys  : 

General  Willcox  reports  that  some  of  the  prisoners  state  that  Lee  has 
been  massing  troops  ou  his  right,  and  that  he  will  attack  there.  This 
I  send  for  what  it  is  worth.  Other  prisoners  say  that  they  will  attack 
us  again.  We  have  a  colonel  of  the  Seventeenth  South  Carolina,  a 
prisoner,  of  Johnson's  division.  (T^neral  Gordon  was  on  the  field  in 
person. 

J  NO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 

(Same  to  Generals  Warren  and  Wriglit.) 

March  25,  ISC-j— 10.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commandiny  Second  Corps: 

We  have  evidence  that  two  brigades  of  Johnson's  division  are  liere. 
We  have  prisoners  from  two  brigades,  and  they  say  that  the  whole 
division  came  over  last  night. 

J  NO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  25,  1865—10.15  a.  m.     (Received  10.50  a.  ni.) 

Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
A  deserter  from  Cooke  states  that  Cooke's  brigade  left  last  night 
about  10  o'clock.  Some  other  troops  came  into  Cooke's  place;  don't 
know  which  way  Cooke  went.  If  I  make  an  attempt  on  the  enemy's 
works  ])robably  it  would  be  better  to  try  on  each  division  front.  1  tele- 
grai)hed  General  Parke  and  not  you,  because  the  telegraph  line  to  City 
Point  was  broken.  1  am  attacking  the  enemy's  picket-line  strongly  at 
other  points.  They  have  opened  artillery  on  the  forces  near  the  Arm- 
strong house  and  Watkius'  house.  I  have  driven  in  their  pickets  from 
the  Watkins-house  field.    No  report  from  those  two  parties  yet. 

A,  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Mtyor- Oeneral,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  25,  1865—10.30  a.  m.     (Received  11.15  a.  in.) 
Majoi-General  MeADE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
We  have  taken  tlie  enemy's  picket-line  iu  Watkins'-house  field  and 
are  pushing  forward  to  their  main  works.  We  will  hold  all  the  ground 
we  take.  A  lieutenant  of  First  Confederate  Keginient  and  several 
privates  were  captured.  He  will  uot  give  us  any  information,  but  is 
pleasant,  and  1  infer  from  what  he  said  that  Lee  has  not  materially 
weakened  his  right,  but  1  may  be  mistaken.  Opposite  Watkins'  house 
the  enemy  are  driven  into  their  main  line,  where  they  show  some  force. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hkadquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865—11.15  a.  m. 
Major-Oeneral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

We  captured  a  lieutenant  and  16  men  in  the  Watkins  field.  They 
belong  to  Davis'  brigade.  Their  pickets  were  relieved  as  usual  this 
morning  between  8  and  9  o'clock.  One  of  them  states  Lane's  brigade 
came  into  Cooke's  place  this  morning  before  daylight;  that  McComb's 
brigade  (formerly  Archer's)  also  moved  toward  Petersburg  last  night, 
and  he  thinks  some  troops  are  now  in  their  place. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  25,  1865—11.30  a.  m.     (Received  12.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  skirmish  line  of  the  First  Division  has  driven  in  all  the  enemy's 
picket-line  iu  its  front  and  is  advanced  some  200  yards  beyond,  except 
where  the  right  connects  with  the  picket-line  of  Sixth  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Major-Geiieral  Wright, 

Sixth  Corps: 
Tlie  aliove  is  sent  to  you  for  your  information. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquar'I'ers  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

March  25,  1865—11.45  a.  ni. 
General  Humphreys: 

Your  plan  of  attack  is  approved  by  Major-General  Meade.  Griffin 
is  ordered  to  support  you,  and  the  other  two  divisions  of  Warren's 
corps  are  held  in  readiness  to  support  either  you  or  Wright,  whichever 
may  first  call  for  re-enforcements. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Chap.  LTIII.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  125 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—11.55  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Ninth  Corps: 
Your  disiiatch  authoiiziug  me  to  exercise  my  own  judgment  in  regard 
to  my  attack  received.    Is  Wright  ordered  to  attack  enemy's  Avorks  or 
picket-line  only? 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—12.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

Wright  has  but  two  divisions  now.  He  has  reported  the  enemy 
strong  on  his  front,  but  is  ordered  to  attack  their  picket-line  only,  and 
to  drive  this  within  their  works. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  25, 1865. 
General  Humphreys: 

Your  dispatch  has  been  received.  General  Wright  reports  the  skir- 
mishers in  his  front  ready  to  advance.  He  is  ordered  to  attack.  First 
Division,  Fifth  Corps,  is  ordered  to  report  to  you.  Two  brigades  from 
Bushrod  Johnson  are  said  to  be  here.  General  M[eade]  says  exei'cise 
your  judgment  in  regard  to  your  attack. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—1.15  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen,  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Mott's  division  has  driven  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  from  their  picket 
rifle-pits,  capturing  about  90  prisoners,  with  2  or  3  officers,  from  Cooke's 
brigade  and  Moody's  (formerly  Grade's),  the  latter  occupying  Cooke's 
place  at  daylight  this  morning.  The  prisoners  make  the  brigade  about 
1,800.  Since  we  began  driving  them  from  their  picket-line  extensively 
the  enemy  has  considerably  increased  the  number  of  men  in  the  intrench- 
meuts  opposite  Mott  and  Miles. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  25, 1865— 1.45 p.  m.     (Eeceived  2.20  p.  m.) 

Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Upon  careful  examination  I  find  the  works  of  the  enemy  as  fully 
manned  as  ever,  and  considering  the  chances  of  success  very  doubtful 
I  have  not  attacked.    I  understand  that  it  was  left  to  my  discretion 
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whether  to  make  the  attack  or  not.  The  troops  still  hold  the  picket- 
line  taken  from  the  enemy.  I  will  order  the  dispositions  for  the  attack 
to  be  made  and  await  the  decision  of  the  commanding  general  of  my 
judgment. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquakters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  35,  1865—2.50  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys: 

General  Meade  desires  you  to  keep  up  a  threatening  attitude  until 
night.  He  leaves  it  to  you  entirely  to  decide  whether  or  not  we  shall 
attack,  and  only  wishes  one  to  be  made  to  take  advantage  of  discovered 
weakness. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865 — 5  p.  m.    (Received  7.15  p.  m.) 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  think  that  the  enemy  is  attacking  my  whole  line  in  strong  force. 
If  Wright  has  any  troops  to  spare  he  should  have  them  ready  to  send 
here.    I  have  telegraphed  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

March  25, 1865—5.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy  attacked  my  right  (General  Miles'  division)  at  a  quarter 
before  5,  heavily.  General  M.  drove  them  back.  He  and  Mott  are  so 
near  the  enemy's  works  that  they  cannot  advance  without  being  under 
heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  from  intreuehments.  Hays  is 
demonstrating  near  Hatcher's  liun ;  Mott  on  the  left  of  his  division. 
We  have  had  sharp  iiring  constantly,  they  trying  to  retake  their 
intrenched  picket  line  without  success.  They  keep  up  the  attack  on 
Miles.  One  of  Griffln's  brigades  has  gone  out  to  his  right;  the  other 
is  ^ust  in  the  rear  of  Mott's  right  near  the  Watkius  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25, 1865—6.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  you  are 
authorized  to  take  any  position  you  may  deem  most  proper  with  your 
picket-line.    You  can  either  withdraw  them  or  retain  your  position.    If 
you  withdraw  you  can  do  it  after  dark. 

ALEX.  S-  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  vhief  of  Staff, 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  25, 1865 — 6.35  p.  m.    (Eeceived  6.55  p.  m,) 

Brevet  Major-Geiieial  Webb, 

.  Chief  of  Staff: 
Geuerul  Smyth,  commanding  brigade  of  Hays'  division,  in  making 
his  demonstration,  captured  the  intrenched  picket-line  of  the  enemy 
near  Hatcher's  Run  and  about  100  prisoners.  The  enemy  has  several 
times  attacked  McAllister's  new  picket-line  and  has  succeeded  in  recap- 
turing some  of  the  pits  taken  by  General  McAllister.  He  is  now  about 
attacking  them  again.  They  keep  up  the  fire  on  Miles,  but  [not]  with 
the  vigor  of  heretofore.    Mott's  left  has  constantly  opened  on  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
MajorOeneral,  Commanding. 

6.30. 
P.  S. — A  heavy  attack  on  Miles  has  just  begun. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  35,  186a — 6.35  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
As  soon  as  you  can  dispense  with  General  Griffin's  services  the 
major-general  commanding  directs  that  he  be  ordered  to  report  to 
Major-General  Warren. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  25, 1865—7  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb  : 

The  enemy  attacked,  but  has  been  repulsed.  We  captured  the  battle- 
flags  of  the  Forty- third  and  Sixty-ninth  Alabama.  One  hundred  and 
six  men  and  four  officers  have  already  come  in.  I  find  that  Grade's 
and  Wise's  brigades  have  been  here  all  day,  and  that  Cooke's  brigade 
returned  about  one  hour  ago.  Many  of  the  prisoners  report  Johnson's 
division  here  Had  a  large  part  of  Hill's  corps.  I  will  withdraw  when  1 
can  properly  do  so.    Over  400  prisoners  are  already  reported. 

A,  A,  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25, 1865—7,25  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 
General  Warren  is  ordered  to  support  you.     His  two  divisions  are 
back  in  camp.    You  can  call  upon  Warren  for  all  you  may  need. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865— 7.30  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-Geueral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
If  the  major-geaeral  commaudiiig  does  not  consider  that  there  is 
some  object  to  be  gained  by  keeping  my  main  force  (Mott's  and  Miles' 
divisions)  in  their  pieaent  advanced  i)Osition  I  will  withdraw  them  to 
the  lines  of  works  before  occupied  by  them,  holding  most  of  the  picket- 
line  captured  by  me  from  the  enemy. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  J35,  1865—8.05  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
The  general  commanding  authorizes  you  to  withdraw  Miles'  and 
Mott's  divisions  as  you  propose. 

ALEX,  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865.     (Received  10.10  p.  m.) 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff': 
1  estimate  my  losses  to-day  in  killed  and  wounded  as  between  400 
and  500;  there  will  be  few  missing.  All  reports  seem  to  indicate  a 
much  heavier  (L  think  double  that)  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  by  the 
enemy.  A  report  of  the  prisoners  taken  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
1  can  ascertain  accurately. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquartp:rs  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  25,  1865—11.50  p.  m.     (Sent  1  a.  m.  26th.) 
Major-General  Webb: 

We  hold  the  intrenched  picket-line  of  the  enemy  from  the  right  of 
Miles'  division  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Armstrong  house.  From  that 
point  to  Hatcher's  Run  we  hold  a  front  intermediate  between  our  former 
picket-line  and  the  enemy's. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—11  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  A.  McParlin, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
All  to-day's  wounded  are  in  from  the  front.     I  have  600  in  hospital. 
Operations  will  be  complete<l  and  patients  ready  for  transportation  to 
City  Point  by  midday  to-morrow.     Hospitals  are  at  Patrick's  Station. 

O.  EVERTS, 
Medical  Director  Second  Army  Corps, 
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Orders.  I  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Marcit  25,  1865. 

The  First  and  Third  Divisions  and  Artillery  Brigade  of  this  corps,  in 
connection  with  the  Fitth  Corps  and  cavalry  division,  will  be  reviewed 
to-day  at  3  p.  m.  by  the  President.  Division  commanders  and  com- 
mander of  Artillery  Brigade  will  send  staff  officers  to  report  here  punc- 
tually at  11  a.  m.  to  Major  Livermore,  acting  assistant  inspector-general, 
who  will  indicate  the  positions  near  the  Cummings  house  to  be  occupied 
by  the  troops.  The  Third  Division  will  reach  the  ground  by  1.30,  the 
artillery  by  2,  and  the  First  Division  by  2.30.  The  same  general  rules 
will  obtain  as  Indicated  for  the  last  review.  Drums  will  beat  a  march 
as  the  colors  drop,  when  the  troops  pass  in  review.  General  Hays, 
commanding  Second  Division,  will  send  a  portion  of  his  division  to  the 
lines  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions.  He  will  be  notified  of  the  num- 
ber to  be  sent  and  positions  this  morning  by  a  staff  officer  from  these 
headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  35,  1865—6.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

•    Commandin!/  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
General  Parke  directs  that  you  send  all  your  available  force  to  him 
and  an  officer  to  these  headcjuarters  for  further  instructions. 

GEO.  D.  KUGGLBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865 — 6.45  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Hunt, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Please  give  such  instructions  as  you  may  deem  proper  to  General 
Wainwright,  mv  chief  of  artillery,  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  batteries. 

G.  K.  WAREEN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865 — 6.55  a.  m. 

Colonel  Euggles: 

1  have  ordered  the  whole  corps  under  arms,  to  move  at  once  to  Fort 
Dushane,  leaving  out  my  pickets  and  one  brigade  at  the  bridge  at 
Hatcher's  Eun.  I  can  take  the  whole  of  this  force  to  General  Parke 
if  circumstances  make  it  necessary. 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers, 
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Headquaeters  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1805 — 7.0U  a.  m. 
Major-Geiieial  Wakuen, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 
General  Wright  is  seiidiug  oue  division  to  Parke.     How  uiany  troops 
do  you  send  ? 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  '25,  1865 — 7.50  a.  in. 
Colonel  HuGGLES: 

General  Crawford's  division  is  about  moving  toward  General  Parke. 
General  Ayres  will  follow  liim  closely.  Until  things  develop  more  I 
think  it  best  not  to  move  General  Griflin  further  than  to  the  Wyatt 
house. 

llespectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  ok  the  Poi'omac, 

March  25,  1865 — 8.20  a.  m. 
Commanding  Officer  Fifth  (/orps: 

General  Parke  directs  that  the  Fifth  Corps  be  halted  and  await  fur- 
ther orders.  A  dispatch  immediately  following  says  let  GrifBln's  division 
be  luilted  at  Wyatt's  Louse  as  General  Warren  suggests. 

GEO.  D.  KUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  25,  18(i5— 9.30  a.  m. 
Colonel  Ru GULES: 

My  divisions  are  halted  and  massed  as  follows,  awaiting  oiders :  Gen- 
eral Crawford's  at  Gurley's  house;  General  Ayres'  at  Port  Dushane; 
General  GriflBn's  at  Wyatt's  house.  About  7.30  a.  m.  I  sent  my  escort, 
about  thirty  men,  down  the  Halifax  road  on  a  reconnaissance.  Have 
not  heard  from  them  since. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  25,  1865 — 9.40  a.  m.     (Received  9.50  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 
In  obedienci  to  instructions  from  Major-General  Meade  I  have 
oi-dered  Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions  to  move  on  till  halted  by 
General  Parke.  General  Meade  has  approved  the  order  halting 
Griffin's  division  at  the  Wyatt  house,  and  directs  that  it  be  moved  up 
to  be  near  the  Sixth  and  Second  Corps,  to  support  them. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865. 
Colonel  RUGGLES : 

I  understood  that  Crawford  and  Ayres  were  already  halted  by  General 
Parke's  order.  Do  you  mean  by  the  dispatch  of  9.45  a.  m.  that  they 
have  been  again  setin  motion  by  General  Meade  to  be  halted  by  General 
rarke?  I  should  think  General  Meade's  instruction  was  sent  before 
knowing  that  General  Parke  had  already  halted  these  troops. 
Kespectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General  Fifth  Corps. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—10.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
After  Crawford  and  Ayres  had  been  halted  I  received  orders  from 
General  Meade  to  send  them  forward  again  till  halted  by  Parke.  I  did 
so,  and  notified  General  Parke  and  General  Webb.  General  Parke 
then  asked  me  to  halt  them.  I  did  so,  and  notified  Generals  Parke, 
Webb,  and  Wright.  Crawford  and  Ayres  are  now  opposite  these  head- 
quarters. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjut-ant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1805—11.27  a.  m. 
Major-General  Warren  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  General  Griffin  report  to 
General  Humphreys,  to  support  him  in  his  attack.  Crawford  and  Ayres 
will  remain  here  until  matters  develop  themselves. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—11.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  directed  General  Griffin  to  report  to  General  Humphreys.    As 
I  have  nothing  here  now  to  command  I  propose  at  once  to  join  Gen- 
erals Crawford  and  Ayres.    Colonel  Locke  will  remain  here,  Avith  a  por- 
tion of  the  staff,  to  give  any  orders  to  the  picket-line  and  wagons." 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — The  commander  of  my  escort  has  just  returned  from  the  Per- 
kins crossing  of  Rowanty  Creek.  Enemy's  pickets  are  on  other  sidej 
found  no  one  ou  this  side. 
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Headquartkbs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—12.05  p.  m. 

Maijor-General  Warren  : 

General  Meade  desires  to  see  you  here  with  your  two  divisions.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  will  be  here  shortly.  Will  you  lueet 
him? 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  18f)5 — 12.10  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

I  shall  set  out  at  once  for  your  headquarters. 

G.  K.  W[AREEN], 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  ok  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1805 — 7.25  p.  m.     (lleceived  7.35  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

General  Meade  directs  that  you  hold  Crawford  and  Ayres  ready  to 
help  Humphreys.    He  is  directed  to  call  upon  you  for  support. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865 — 8.30  p.  to. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  What  is  the  latest  word  from  General  Humphreys? 
EespectfuUy, 

G.  K.  WARKEN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—9.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Warren: 

Latest  from  Humphreys  is  400  prisoners  and  2  battle-flags,  the  result 
of  enemy's  7.30  p.  m.  attacii.    He  will  hold  their  picket-line  to-morrow. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


General,  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  20.  ]  March  25,  1865. 

The  enemy  has  broken  through  our  lines  on  General  Parke's  front. 
The  troops  will  at  once  be  got  under  arms.    Each  division  commander 
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will  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  division  and  move  as  follows :  Gen- 
eral Crawford  will  at  once  move  his  division  to  Fort  Dushane;  General 
Ayres  will  follow  General  Crawford ;  General  Griffin  will  leave  one  bri- 
gade at  the  bridge  on  Hatcher's  Eun  and  follow  General  Ayres  with 
the  rest  of  his  division.  Use  every  possible  dispatch.  The  above  line 
of  march  will  be  acted  on  so  as  to  keep  the  Vaughan  road  clear  for 
General  Humphreys. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

General:  I  suppose  the  affair  this  morning  may  derange  thepro- 
I)osed  review  for  to-day,  but  I  can  easily  dispose  my  troops  as  you 
suggest. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


[Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1863.] 
General  Humphreys: 

I  have  my  whole  corps  ready  to  move  up  to  Fort  Dushane,  and  shall 
leave  out  my  pickets  and  one  brigade  at  Hatcher's  Run.  I  will  let  you 
know  if  all  leave.  Are  you  going  to  send  any  troops  to  General  Parke? 
I  anticipate  a  considerable  battle  to-day. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  25,  1865—7.15  a.  m.     (Received  7.25  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Warren: 

My  corps  is  ready  to  move;  no  orders  yet.  Have  sent  out  recon- 
naissance to  see  the  condition  of  the  lines  in  my  front.  Wright  informs 
me  he  has  sent  his  First  Division  to  General  Parke.  So  far  as  I  can 
learn  the  enemy  has  not  yet  debouched  upon  the  plain  in  rear  of  Fort 
Stedman. 

A.  A.  H[UMPHREYS], 

Major-  General. 


March  25,  1865—7.40  p.  m. 

General  Humphreys  ^ 

I  have  orders  to  send  you  Generals  Ayres'  and  Crawford's  divisions 
to  support  you  if  needed.    General  Ayres  is  back  in  his  camp  now. 
What  is  the  state  of  affairs  on  your  front? 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Seoond  Army  Corps, 

March  25, 1865—8.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Warren,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

I  am  iTiucli  obliged  for  the  offer  of  re  enforcements,  but  shall  not 
need  them.  Should  I,  I  will  call  upon  yon  The  attack  of  the  enemy 
wiis  repulsed.  All  is  now  quiet.  I  hold  the  picket-line  held  by  the 
enemy  this  morning,  and  we  have  taken  at  least  400  prisoners  and 
punished  them  severely. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General.  Commanding. 


Headqttarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—8.20  a.  m. 
General  Griffin: 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  lie  has  received  information  that  the  line  has  been  regained,  and 
that  your  troops  can  halt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Ayres  and  Crawford.) 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—8  a.  m. 
General  Ayres: 

Follow  General  Crawford  as  far  as  the  Gurley  house  if  you  get  no 
other  orders.  Send  a  staft'  officer  to  General  Meade's  headquarters  for 
instructions  as  to  where  you  may  be  needed.  I  am  somewhat  uncer- 
tain whether  there  will  not  be  a  strong  demonstration  up  the  Halifax 
road,  and  shall  keep  Griffin  at  the  Wyatt  house  until  urgently  needed 
elsewhere.  I  have  sent  my  escort  down  the  Halifax  road  to  reconnoiter 
beyond  our  picket-line. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREl^r, 

Major-  General. 


March  25, 1865—9.20  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Ayres,  Comdg.  Division,  Fifth  Corps  : 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Major-General 
Meade,  your  division  and  that  of  Major-General  Crawford  will  be 
moved  up  to  be  near  General  Parke  and  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth 
Corps.  General  Griffin  will  be  moved  up  to  near  the  Sixth  and  Second 
Corps,  and  to  support  them.  I  have  notified  Generals  Warren  and 
Crawford. 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  General  Meade  directs  that  your 
division  and  Crawford's  move  on  till  halted  by  General  Parke.  I  have 
notified  General  Crawford. 

G.  D.  R., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquakters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865— 7.S5  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Ayres, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commaiKling  directs  tliat  you  liold 
your  coininand  in  readiness  to  support  General  Humphreys,  as  ho  lias 
been  directed  to  call  upon  the  major-general  commanding  for  support. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqtiarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Ayres, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  The  major  general  commanding  directs  ine  to  say  that  it 
is  probable  your  command  will  not  be  called  upon  tonight,  but  that 
you  have  your  men  get  their  breakfasts  and  be  ready  to  move  at  day- 
light to  morrow  morning. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Col-onel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—7.45  a.  m. 
General  Crawford: 

Move  on  direct  to  the  Gurley  house,  and  send  word  by  an  officer  in 
advance  to  General  Meade's  headquarters,  so  that  you  can  get  orders 
there  at  the  earliest  possible  time  where  you  are  wanted.  I  expect 
you  will  have  to  go  direct  to  where  the  battle  is  now  going  on.  Bank- 
head  is  at  General  Meade's  headquarters. 
Kespectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 
Saturday,  March  25,  1805 — 8.40  a.  m.     (Received  9.30  a.  m.) 
[General  Warren:] 

General  :  I  am  ordered  to  halt  my  command  and  to  send  word  to 
the  division  following  to  halt  also.  The  line  has  been  retaken  by  the 
Ninth  Corps. 


Very  respectfully. 


S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


March  2"),  186.5—9.20  a.  m. 


Major-General  Crawford, 

Commanding  Division,  Fifth  Corps: 

General:  In   accordance  with  instructions  from    Major-General 
Meade  your  division  and  that  of  Major-General  Ayres  will  be  moved 
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up  to  be  near  General  Parke  and  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 
General  Griffin  will  be  moved  up  to  be  near  the  Sixth  a.nd  Second 
Corps  and  to  support  them.  I  send  an  order  to  General  Ayres,  which 
1  request  you  will  forward ;  I  also  inform  General  Warren  as  to  Grif- 
fin's division. 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  I).  EUGGLBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  General  Meade  directs  that  your 
division  and  Ayres'  jnove  on  till  halted  by  General  Parke.  I  have 
notified  General  Ayres. 

G.  n.  R. 


Heabquakteks  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—7.50  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Craavford, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
General:  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  General  Humphreys  is 
still  fighting  and  has  been  instructed  to  call  upon  the  major-general 
commanding  for  support.     You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness 
to  move  at  any  moment  should  you  be  called  upon. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and.  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Artillery  Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  S.  Wainwright, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  Fifth  Corps  : 

General:  I  am  directed  by  General  Hunt  to  inform  yon  that  he  has 
received  a  communication  from  General  Tidball,  stating  that  some  of 
his  guns  were  disabled  by  the  enemy  this  morning  and  calling  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  a  reserve  of  artillery  for  the  line  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  in  the  present  attitude  of  affairs,  and  to  desire  you  t«  send 
a  battery  to  report  to  him,  General  Tidball,  early  to-morrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  N.  CRAIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headqttarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 
Lieutenant  Rawles, 

Commanding  Artillery,  Hatcher''s  Bun :    ' 

The  enemy  have  broken  through  our  lines  on  General  Parke's  front. 
You  will  at  once  get  two  of  your  batteries  leady  and  report  to  Brevet 
Major-General  Griffin,  and  follow  his  column. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1805.     (Received  6  a.  ra.) 
Brevet  Major-General  Hunt: 

Does  Parke  need  help?    I  can,  if  necessary,  send  a  division,  and  still 
hold  my  lines  pretty  stoutly. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major- Gertertd,  Commanding  Sixth  Army  Gorpx. 

(Copy  to  General  Parke.) 


Headqttarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865 — 6.05  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright  : 

Send  that  division  at  once.  The  enemy  is  reported  at  McLaughlen's 
headquart«rs.  Notify  one  of  tlie  corps  commanders  next  you  of  the 
fact. 

S.  F.  BARSTOW, 

A  ssistati  t  A  djutant-  Oeneral. 


HEADyUARTERS    SlXTH   ARMY    GORPS, 

March  25,  1865. 
Col.  S.  F.  Barstow  : 

The  First  Division  of  tliis  corps  has  gone  to  Major-General  Parke. 
Generals  Humphreys  and  Warren  liave  been  notified  of  the  fact  and 
of  the  enemy's  movements. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


HEADyl'ARTKRS   NiNTH   ARMY    CORPS, 

March  25, 1865—6.20  a.  m. 
Major-Geiieral  Wright: 

Are  there  any  demonstrations  on  your  front?  Can  you  send  me  any 
troops?  It  is  reported  that  two  corps  are  on  our  front,  and  1  fear  the 
enemy  is  gaining  ground. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


March  2.5,  18G5. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
There  are  no  demonstrations  in  my  front.     Orders  have  been  sent  for 
one  division  to  report  to  you- immediately. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


|March  2r>,  1S(>.5.|     (Sent  0  a.  m.) 
General  Wright: 

Thank  you  kindly.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  let  the  division  remain 
for  some  time  until  I  can  hear  further  from  the  line  and  from  General 
Meade. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865. 
Majoi-Geueral  Parke : 

Your  dispatch  received,  and  I  have  sent  orders  to  halt  the  division 
and  report  to  you  before  retiirning.  My  command  is  held  ready  for 
any  emergency,  as  you  suggest. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquaiiters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—7  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright  : 

General:  Thank  you  for  your  offer,  but  I  think  I  have  all  I  require 
at  present.  You  might  hold  your  available  bati  eries  in  readiness,  in 
case  of  an  emergency. 

•JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headqitarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—7.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
Please  let  the  division- move  on  to  the  Jones  house.     The  enemy  still 
hold  a  i>art  of  our  line. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

The  division  will  be  moved  at  once  to  the  Jones  house. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


March  25,  1S6.5— 7.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
General  Parke  desires  your  ilivision  to  move  over  at  once. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865.     (Received  8.15  n..  m.) 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
The  division  has  gone.     It  will  probably  be  at  the  Jones  house  in  fif- 
teen minutes. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
March  25,  18ti5 — 8.15  a.  m.     (lieceived  8.40  a.  m.) 

General  Webb: 

One  division  has  been  sent  to  the  Jones  honse  to  report  to  Major- 
General  Parke;  the  remainder  of  the  corps  has  been  stretched  out  to 
hold  this  line,  one  brigade  being  held  in  reserve  on  the  extreme  right. 
If  the  line  is  to  be  held  at  all  it  should  not  be  further  weakened  unless 
under  very  pressing  circumstances. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  35,  1865. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

Move  all  your  available  troops  to  your  right  to  support  Parke's  left, 
but  do  not  be  induced  to  weakeiL  your  lines  too  much. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  Ho,  18G5. 
(Received  8.20  a.  m.  by  Parke  and  H.iry  a.  m.  by  Meade.) 

Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
The  corps  officer  of  the  day  reports  that  the  enemy's  camps  in  front 
of  Fort  Fisher  are  vacated,  but  their  picket-line  has  been  strengthened 
with  intervals  at  five  paces  and  strong  reserves. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 

(Copy  to  General  Meade,  City  Point.) 

[Indorsement.] 

Will  not  Warren  be  in  the  right  position  to  go  in  with  Wright  if  the 
enemy  have  weakened  in  front  of  the  Sixth  Corps'? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


March  25, 1865. 
Major-General  Parke: 

As  the  enemy  must  have  massed  on  the  right  of  our  line  they  must 
have  left  their  own  line  weak.  How  would  it  do  for  us  to  attack  along 
the  whole  length  of  our  line  If 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 
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Hbadquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—9.10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
The  general  commanding  wishes  you  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
enemy  is  in  strength  on  his  old  line.  Your  pickets  are  to  drive  him  to 
their  works,  and  in  case  these  works  are  not  held  in  force  your  present 
line  will  be  abandoned  and  your  troops  will  all  be  available.  Grifl&n's 
division,  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  is  halted  at  the  Wyatt  house  to  support  you. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  25, 1865—9.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps  : 
In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Major-General  Meade  I  have  ordered 
Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions  to  move  on  till  halted  by  General  Parke, 
and  to  move  up  Griffin's  division,  now  at  Wyatt's  house,  to  be  near  the 
Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  to  support  them. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865—9.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

The  skirmish  line  is  ready  to  advance,  but  on  all  parts  of  the  enemy's 
line  that  can  be  seen  there  is  no  change,  the  lines  and  forts  being  fully 
manned.    Shall  the  skirmish  line  advance  under  these  circumstances? 

H.  G.  WKIGHT, 

Major-General. 

Tes.    Drive  in  their  pickets.    General  Wheaton  is  ordered  to  report 
to  you  again. 
By  order  of  General  Meade : 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  25, 1865—10.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps : 
In  accordance  with  telegraphic  request  from  General  Parke  I  have 
just  sent  to  halt  Crawford  and  Ayres.    Crawford  is  now  opposite  these 
headquarters,  Ayres  following.    Officer  returns  and  reports  they  have 
halted. 

GEO.  T>.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
March  35,  1865 — 10.50  a.  m.    (Received  11  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Webb: 

Not  hearing  from  you  and  learning  that  the  picket-line  of  the  Second 
Army  Corps  is  ready  I  shall  push  forward  at  once. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-General. 


March  25, 1865—11.02  a.  m. 
General  Wright, 

Sixth  Corps : 
Your  dispatch  is  just  received  for  General  Webb.    He  and  General 
Meade  are  near  here  on  a  special  train.     Will  be  here  in  a  few  minutes. 
You  did  ]Jot  hear  from  him  probably  because  he  was  on  his  way. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


March  25,  1865—11,20  a.  m. 
General  Wright, 

Sixth  Corps  ; 
General  Meade  has  arrived.     I  showed  him  your  dispatch  to  General 
Webb.    He  said  it  was  all  right,  and  that  he  had  sent  you  orders  from 
Meade's  Station  to  pu.sh  forward  your  pickets.      Wheaton  will  be 
ordered  to  report  to  you. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25, 1865—7.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  receive  a  telegraphic  report 
from  you  of  to-day's  operations.     He  has  received  nothing  since  11  a. 
m.    I'lease  send  a  short  dispatch  as  soon  as  possible. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—7.54  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb  : 

A  division  of  this  corps  was  sent  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  to  sup- 
port the  Ninth  Corps,  reporting  to  Major-General  I*arke.  Subsequently, 
on  the  receipt  of  orders  to  press  the  enemy  and  drive  in  his  picket-line, 
the  picket-line  of  the  corps  was  advanced,  without  making  much 
impression  upon  the  enemy.  The  line  then,  supported  by  the  Second 
Division,  and  subsequently  by  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  the 
First  Division  and  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  was 
again  advanced,  and  the  enemy's  intrenched  picket-line  carried,  under 
a  sharp  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  The  line  has  been  held  and 
will  be  retained  as  a  new  and  largely  advanced  picket-line.    We  have 


142  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVIH. 

caiitureil  41(i  prisoners,  oflieers  and  men.  The  troops  en}>'ajied  bebaved 
well.  Onr  casualties  will  be  reported  as  soon  as  returns  are  received; 
they  are  believed  not  to  be  heavy. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Your  dispatcih  calling  for  report  is  this  moment  received. 

H.  G.  W. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Aemy  Corps, 

March  35,  1865—3.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

I  have  received  the  dispatch  from  the  commanding  general  directed 
jointly  to  you  and  myself.  Please  tell  me  what  you  intend  to  do,  so 
that  we  can  act  in  concert.  It  is  reported  that  the  enemy's  camps  in 
my  front  are  abandoned,  but  that  he  has  left  a  more  than  ordinarily 
strong  picket-line.  An  officer  is  now  examining  the  front  of  the  line, 
and  1  will  have  more  definite  information  shortly. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  25, 1365 — 9.10  a.  m.     (Received  9.50  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  /Sixth  Corps: 
I  am  ordered  by  General  Meade  to  ascertain  what  changes,  if  any, 
have  been  made  in  the  enemy's  lines  in  my  front,  and  if  I  find  advan- 
tage can  be  taken  of  this  movement  to  notify  him.  1  ordered  out 
reconnaissances  to  ascertain  this  at  6.45  a.  m.  They  find  the  enemy 
manning  their  works  near  the  Skinner  house  and  Armstiong  house. 
Other  reconnaissances  are  going  on. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865 — 9.25  a.  ni. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

I  have  just  received  orders  to  advance  my  picket-line  and  drive  that 
of  the  enemy  into  their  works.  Does  yours  advance  also?  And  if  so, 
how  soon  will  it  be  ready  to  move  i 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865 — lO.clO  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  tSixth  Corps  : 
My  ])ickets  are  ready  to  move  forward  at  once,  and  General  Miles 
will  order  his  pickets  to  advance  the  moment  he  sees  vou  advance. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 
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JHEADtiUAKTKKS   SlXTH   AUMY   CoilPS, 

March  25,  1805—11.33  a.  m. 
Majoi-Geueral  Humphkkys: 

Signal  and  other  officers  report  the  enemy's  line  as  strong  as  usual 
in  my  front.  I  rei)orte(l  this  .souietiuie  since  to  army  headquarters,  and 
am  jnst  advised  that  General  Meade  is  on  Lis  way  to  the  front.  If  I 
do  not  hear  from  him  in  ten  minutes  I  shall  advance  my  picket-line,  in 
pursuance  of  previous  orders. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 

11.30  A.  M. 
1  shiill  pusli  forward  iui mediately. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT. 


JlKADQUAKTEliS    SECOND    ARMY    CoUPS, 

March  25,  1865—12  m.     (Kec^eived  12.40  p.  ni.) 

Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps  : 
Please  let  me  know  at  what  hour  you  will  probably  attack  the  enemy's 
intrenchments.     I  do  not  mean  their  i)icket-line,  but  the  intrenchments. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hbadquartkrs  Sixth  Army  Coups, 

March  25,  1865 — 1.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 

My  first  attack  on  enemy's  picket-line  has  failed.  I  shall  try  it  again 
with  troops  enough  for  an  assault,  as  soon  as  they  cau  be  got  in  jjosi- 
tion.  The  enemy  is  strong  in  my  front,  and  1  think  I  may  fail.  I  shall 
try,  however,  and  hope  to  be  ready  withiu  an  hour  for  the  main  assault. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquaktkrs  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—3.10  p.  vi. 

Major-General  Humphreys: 

I  have  just  carried  the  enemy's  picket-line  in  front  of  Fort  Fisher, 
the  enemy  ojieuing  not  heavily  with  artillery.  I  shall  ]iush  forward  to 
their  main  line  with  what  troops  1  have,  if  further  developments  will 
justify. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 

Send  above  also  to  Major-General  Webb. 
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[liHlui'Hunient-] 

Headquautkks  Sixth  Akmy  Corps, 

March  36,  18t>5. 

Major-Geueral  Webb: 

Dear  General  :  1  had  the  inclosed  copy  made  out  this  morning, 
as  showing  that  I  did  report  progress  after  11  a,  m.  yesterday,  but 
neglected  to  take  it  with  me  when  I  visited  army  headquarters  this 
morning. 

Truly, 

WRIGHT. 


Headquarters  Se(;ond  Army  Corps, 
March  35,  1865 — 6.45  p.  m.     (Keceived  7.15  p.  ni.) 

Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps  : 

The  enemy  is  making  a  heavy  attack  u]tou  almost  my  whole  line.  If 
you  have  troops  to  spare  please  have  them  ready  to  send  to  me  in  case 
I  want  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  35,  1865— 7. 30  p.  m. 

General  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
I  have  just  returned  from  the  line  and  have  received  your  dispatch. 
Is  the  condition  of  things  the  same,  and  do  you  still  wish  the  troops? 
We  have  carried  the  enemy's  picket-|line],  and  still  hold  it,  and  have 
taken  upward  of  400  prisoners. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  35,  1865 — 8  p.  ni.     (Received  8.48  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

The  attack  of  the  enemy,  was  repulsed,  and  all  is  quiet  now.  We 
hold  the  picket-line  held  by  the  enemy  this  morning.  I  thank  you, 
but  shall  not  need  any  re  enforcements.  We  have  captured  at  least 
400  prisoners. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Report  of  casuallies  in  the  Sixth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Fort  Fisher,  March 

S5,  1865. 
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30 

35  1         444 
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Ordkrs.|  Hkadquaktkbs  Sixth  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 

Division  commanders  will  hold  their  ccmmands  in  readiness  to  move 
at  a  moment's  notice,  and  will  at  once  have  everything  packed,  with 
trains  harnessed  and  hitched  in. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright : 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  25, 18t>5.    (Received  6.45  a.  in.) 

Major-General  Warren: 

The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  at  McLaughlen's  headquarters,  on  the 
Ninth  Corps  line,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Stedman. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1805,     (Received  7  a.  m.) 

Major-General  WARREN : 

The  I'irst  Division  of  this  corps  has  gone  to  report  to  Major-General 

Parke. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 


March  25, 1865—6.10  a.  m. 

General  Grant: 

The  enemy  have  attacked  and  broken  through  our  lines  near  Fort 
Stedman.  I  have  reported  to  General  Meade,  but  just  learn  that  he  is 

not  present. 

^  JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  25, 1863. 
Major-Geiieial  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
Call  for  such  assistance  as  you  may  require  fiom  the  troojjs  on  your 
left.    Address  dispatclies  to  General  Huut  until  General  Meade  gets 
out. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


March  U5,  I860 — 8.30  a.  in. 
General  Grant: 

Fort  Stedmau  and  whole  hue  reoccupied.     No  particulars  as  yet. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Hkadquaeters  Ninth  Corps, 

March  33,  1865 — 5.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb. 

Chief  of' Staff: 

It  has  just  been  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  have  broken  through 
our  line  near  aud  to  the  right  of  Fort  Stedman. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1863 — 3.45  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
It  is  rei)orted  that  the  enemy  is  quite  through  our  main  line,  and  an 
orderly  reports  that  they  fired  ui)ou  him  near  the  artillery  park,  beyond 
Meade's  Station.     I  have  ordered  out  Hartranft's  division. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


March  25,  1866 — 5.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Willcox  reports  that  another  attack  in  force  is  made  upon 
the  right  of  his  line  resting  on  the  river. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  G  eneral. 


March  25,  1865^5.55  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke: 

General  Meade  is  not  here,  and  the  command  devolves  on  you. 

S.  F.  BAESTOW, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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March  25, 1865— G.05  u.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
One  of  my  staff  lias  returned  and  reports  the  enemy's  skinnisliers  in 
tlie  woods  at  McLaughlen's  headquarters. 

JNO.  (1.  PAEKE, 

Major-  Oeiieral. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 

Corps  (Jommanders  and  Commander  of  Cavalry: 

The  enemy  have  attacked  and  carried  my  lines  near  Fort  Stedman, 
and  are  pressing  through  to  Meade's  Station.  Have  your  command 
ready  to  move  at  once. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  35, 1865—6.02  a.  m. 
General  Parke, 

Ninth  Corps: 

I  will  start,  at  once  two  oatteries  to  the  Jones  house,  and  the  Provis- 
ional Brigade.  Wainwright  has  two  more  batteries.  Do  [yon J  want 
them? 

S,  F.  BAESTOW, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—6.10  a.  m. 
General  Parke, 

Ninth  Corps: 
General  Hunt  has  taken  the  responsibility  of  sending  one  of  Wright's 
divisions  to  the  Jones  house.     Is  it  right?    Do  you  want  anything 
more?    Will  you  send  orders  for  them  at  the  Jones  house? 

S.  F.  BAESTOW, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Colonel  Barstow: 

Send  one  of  Wright's  divisions. 


Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 


JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General, 

March  25,  1865—6.20  a.  m. 
Colonel  Barstow: 

Start  the  Provisional  Brigade,  and  direct  General  Warren  to  move  all 
his  available  force,  and  send  an  officer  to  your  heiulquarters  for  further 
instructions.    Please  send  some  of  the  engineer  olflcers  over  here. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General, 
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March  25, 1865—6.20  a.  m. 
Major- General  Parke, 

Commanding,  Headquarters  Ninth  Corps: 
Your  orders  are  received  aud  promulgated. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  25, 1865 — 7.20  a.  m, 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 
General  Wright's  First  Division  has  been  stopped  under  your  orders. 
Warren  has  ordered  the  whole  corps  under  arms,  to  move  at  once  to 
Fort  Dushane,  leaving  out  his  pickets  and  one  brigade  at  the  bridge 
at  Hatcher's  Run.  He  reports  that  he  can  take  the  whole  of  this  force 
to  you  if  circumstances  make  it  necessary. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—7.40  a.  m. 
Colonel  EuaGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Let  General  Wright's  division  move  over  at  once.    Please  let  me 
know  whether  you  have  heard  from  General  Meade. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


March  26  [25],  1865—7.45  a.  m.     (Sent  8.03  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Parke: 

Warren  is  ordered  up,  and  Wright  is  directed  to  support  you  with 
his  available  reserves.  Call  on  AVright  if  you  are  pressed.  Don't  let 
the  enemy  make  a  lodgment,  but  throw  all  your  force  on  line  at  any 
point  he  breaks  through.    Let  me  know  anything  reliable  that  occurs. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—7.55  a.  m. 
General  PARKS, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 
General  Meade  is  reported  as  still  on  the  boat  at  City  Point.    Have 
heard  nothing  from  him  personally.    Wright's  division  has  passed 
these  headquarters.    General  Meade  just  telegraphs  to   send  down 
Warren's  corps. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquaetees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25, 1865—8  a.  m. 
Major  (leiieral  Paeke, 

Ninth  Corps: 
The  Fifth  Corps  artillery  lias  oeen  sent  to  you;  two  batteries  to  Jones' 
house  to  await  your  orders;  two  more  are  following.    Do  you  desire 
their  destination  changed?     if  so.  General  Hunt  will  send  orders  to 
them  if  you  do  not  do  so. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquaei'kur  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  So,  1805 — S  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps : 
General  Warren  reports  Crawford's  division  about  moving  toward 
you ;  Ayres  to  follow  closely.     He  thinks  best  not  to  move  Griffin  fur- 
ther than  the  Wyatt  house. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  35, 18(15 — 8.10  a.  m. 
Col.  George  D.  Ettggles  : 

Colonel:  Let  Griffin's  division  be  halted  at  the  Wyatt  house  as 
General  Warreu  suggests. 

JOHN  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


March  25, 18C5 — 8.15  a.  m. 
General  Meade, 

City  Point : 
I  have  just  heard  that  we  reoccupy  Stedman.    Hartranft  has  just 
gone  in  with  all  liis  available  force.   No  report  as  yet.    One  of  Wright's 
divisions  is  moving  over  here  now.     If  needed  I  will  put  it  in. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

M(yor- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—8.15  a.  m. 
General  Paeke: 

One  of  Wright's  divisions  has  i)assed  these  headquarters;  it  will  be 
at  Jones'  house  in  fifteen  minutes.  Shall  1  send  Crawford's  and  Ayres' 
divisions  down?  They  are  on  the  way  to  Fort  Dusbane.  Griffin  will 
stop  at  Wyatt  house  for  further  directions.  Send  orders  to  Jones'  house 
for  troops  arriving  there,  or  tell  me  what  orders  to  give  them. 

H.  J.  HUIfT. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—8.20  a.  m. 

Major-Genera]  Parke, 

Commandirnj  Ninth  Corps : 
Dispatch  received.  The  major  general  commanding  congratulates 
yon  upon  retaking  your  line  ■without  assistance.  He  would  like  you 
to  take  the  oliensive,  if  practicable.  If  tbis  is  not  practicable,  and  you 
are  satisfied  that  the  affair  is  over  and  all  is  quiet  on  your  front,  yon 
can  send  out  and  halt  Creneral  Warren,  who  is  moving  up.  Eeport 
where  you  find  this  corps,  and  let  it  await  further  orders. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  25.  lSfi.'>— 8.20  a.  m. 

General  Hunt, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Will  you  please  let  me  know  where  Warren's  troops  now  are. 

JFO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


March  25,  1865—8.25  a.  m. 
General  Meade  : 

■We  have  retaken  the  line.     All  is  now  quiet.     Hartranft  went  in. 
No  details  as  yet.     I  hear  Hartranft  is  wounded. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—8.25  a.  m. 
Col.  George  T>.  Ettggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Notify  corps  commanders  that  we  have  retaken  the  line.     Please 
halt  the  Fifth  Corps.     I  await  further  orders. 

JNO.  (i.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


March  25, 1865—8.32  a.  m. 
General  Hunt: 

We  have  reoccupied  Stedman  and  the  whole  line,  capturing  many 
prisoners.  All  is  quiet  now.  Please  send  word  to  corps  commanders 
to  halt  their  troops  and  await  further  orders. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 
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Mabctt  25,  1805—8.35  n.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Ninth  Corps: 
Your  dispatch,  aiinouiicing  reoccupation  of  line,  capture  of  prisoners, 
and  ordering  halt  of  troops,  received.    Corps  commanders  have  been 
informed  and  instructed.     Do  you  desire  the  Provisional  Brigade  any 
longer? 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquartkrs  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  So,  lUdS — S.45  a.  m. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles: 

Colonel:  I  should   like  to  retain  the  Provisional  Brigade  for  the 
preseut  here. 

JOHN  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  ok  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1805. 
Major-General  Parke: 

You  have  not  yet  telegraphed  your  positive  decision  as  to  whether 
you  will  attack  or  not.  General  Meade  waits  here  lor  it.  He  cannot 
decide  upon  his  movements  until  he  hears  from  you.  If  you  can,  meet 
General  Meade  at  the  point  opposite  your  headquarters. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — If  you  are  positive  that  you  will  not  attack  halt  tlie  troops 
coming  up  at  once. 


March  25, 1865—0  n.  m. 
Maior-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Dispatch  received.    As  far  as  I  can  learn  the  enemy's  artillery  is 
still  in  position,  and  I  hardly  think  it  practicable  to  attack  tlieir  line 
with  my  available  force. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


March  25,  180.5—0.10  a.  m. 
General  Parke, 

Ninth  Corps  : 
Crawford's  division  at  the  Gurley  house;   Ayres'  just  behind  him; 
Griffiu's  at  Wyatt's. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


152  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  (Chap.  Lvm. 

HEADQtJARTKRS   ARMY   OF   THE  POTOMAC, 

March  25,  1865—9.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
Have  you  determined  who  attacked  yon  this  morning?  Did  the 
enemy  mass  for  the  purpose?  Is  your  decision  definitive  that  you  can- 
not attack?  Troops  are  halted,  moving  to  support  you.  The  two  divis- 
ions of  Fifth  Corps  will  be  ordered  to  move  on  until  halted  by  your 
orders. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  2.5,  186.5—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point : 
Crawford's  division  at  the  Gurley  lionse;  Ayres'  just  behind;  Grif- 
fin's at  Wyatt's;  Wheaton's  division  between  trestle-work  and  .Tones' 
house.  .  All  is  still  at  present.     Colonel  of  tlie  Seventeenth  South  Car- 
olina, Johnson's  division,  is  a  prisoner. 

.TNO.  (J.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Gordon's  command  was,  I  think,  re-enforced  by  Johnson's  division. 
I  think  it  too  late  to  attack  now.  The  enemy's  lines  are  unchanged. 
They  made  an  attack  with  the  determination  of  carrying  our  line,  but 
failed.  Have  since  made  a  slight  demonstration,  but  witliout  result. 
Their  lines  are  evidently  now  fully  manned  and  prepared  for  us. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

Since  two  divisions  of  Fifth  Corps  are  still  moving  toward  our  right 
give  your  order  to  them  to  stop  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  determined 
not  to  attack. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  25,  1865—9.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Major-General  Meade,  I  have 
directed  Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions  to  move  on  till  halted  by  you. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oenerai. 
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Headquaetkks  Ninth  Abmy  Coeps, 

March  J35,  1S65—9.45  a.  m. 
General  Hunt: 

I  believe  that  .Johnson's  division  is  here.    A  colonel  of  the  Seven- 
teenth South  Carolina  was  taken  prisoner. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 

Headqttakturs  Ninth  Akmy  Corps, 

March  2r>,  1865—9.55  a.  m. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjtitant- General: 
Will  you  please  have  Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions  halted. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

March  25, 1865—10.02  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
I  have  sent  to  halt  Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions,  as  requested  by 
you.     Crawford's  division  is  now  opposite  the.se  headquarters. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  25,  186.5—12  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Major-General  Gordon  has  requested  a  flag  of  truce  for  the  removal 
of  the  wounded  and  dead  between  the  lines.    I  have  acceded  to  his 
request,  and  authorized  General   Hartranft  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headqitauters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25, 1865. 
General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
Report  to  the  major-general  commanding  as  soon  as  possible  by  tele- 
graph the  operations  of  this  morning.  Send  a  copy  to  General  Grant, 
to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  Washington.  Wlien  decided  that  Johnson's 
division  left  Humphreys'  front  and  was  present  at  this  attack,  tele- 
graph Humphreys.     He  is  feeling  the  enemy's  right. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


[March  25, 1865. — For  Parke  to  Webb,  of  12.20  p.  m.,  in  answer  to 
next,  ante,  see  Grant  to  Stanton,  1.30  p.  m.,  p.  109.] 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  35,  1865—12.05  p.  m. 
Major-Geueial  Parke  : 

The  major-general  <;ommaii(liiig  desires  you  to  send  a  portion  of  the 
cavalry  with  you  to  scout  within  our  picket-line  of  cavalry  to  seek 
enemy's  scouts,  reported  to  have  cut  the  telegraph  wire. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1805. 
Bvt.  Miij.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  SUff: 
The  brigade  of  cavalry  has  not  reported  at  these  headquarters,  nor 
can  1  hear  ajiythiug  of  it.     As  soon  as  it  arrives  1  will  send  out. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  35,  1865 — 1  p.  in. 
Commanding  Officer  Ninth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  make  all  preliminary 
arrangements  prior  to  receiving  orders  for  attacking  with  your  corps  at 
the  points  proposed  by  Generals  Potter  and  McLaughlen.  Hartranft's 
division  will  support  McLaughlen,  and  another  division  will  be  sent 
to  support  Potter.  This  order  is  only  preliminary  and  precautionary. 
Please  acknowledge  its  receipt. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistatit  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  35,  1865. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

General  Meade  says  if  the  enemy's  parties,  while  burying  their  dead, 
appear  inclined  to  hold  intercourse  with  our  troops,  you  can  allow  your 
officers  and  men  to  mingle  freely  with  them.    Please  acknowledge  this. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Corps, 

March  35,  1865 — 3.15  p.  m. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Dispatch  in  reference  to  communicating  with  the  enemy  during  the 
flag  of  truce  received.     I  will  forward  it  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
flag. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-Oeneral, 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Corps, 

March  35,  1805 — 2.15  p.  m. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Five  flags  captured  from  the  enemy  are  now  here.    As  soon  as  the 
names  of  the  parties  capturing  them  are  obtained  they  will  be  for- 
warded. 

JlSrO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  35,  1865 — 5.05  p.  m. 

Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
A  staff  officer  from  a  brigade    (Brigadier-General    McLaughlen's) 
reported  the  enemy  massing  on  your  left.    Ayres'  division  was  sent  to 
you  at  once.     Was  this  reported  to  you?    Can  Ayres  return  to  camp? 
Do  you  need  him? 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headqxtarters  Ninth  Corps, 

March  35,  1805 — 5.35  p.  m. 

Major-tTeneral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  report  made  by  one  of  McLaughlen's 
staff.  No  such  report  was  made  to  me.  I  presume  it  is  based  upon 
the  report  made  by  prisoners,  who  stated  they  would  keep  at  us  until 
they  took  our  line.  Other  prisoners  said  that  Lee  was  massing  on  the 
extreme  left  of  our  army.  I  have  sent  to  Colonel  Robinson  to  ascertain 
if  he  knows  anything  of  this  report.  1  don't  think  the  enemy  will 
attempt  our  line,  and  therefore  do  not  think  we  will  need  General 


Ayres'  division. 


JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1805—0.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Smith,  commanding  brigade  of  cavalry,  reports  that  his  men 
came  off  without  rations.     Shall  1  let  them  return  to  their  camp  or 
send  for  rations  and  forage? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headqttakters  Ninth  Army  Corps; 

March  35,  1865—7.10  p.  to. 
Major-General  Webb  : 

Generai,:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Gen- 
eral Hartranft: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  dnring  the  flag  of  truce  this  afternoon  I  turned 
over  to  the  enemy  120  (lead  and  15  badly  wounded  (the  latter  were  between  the 
lines),  for  Avhich  I  hold  a  receipt  from  Heneral  Gordon's  adjutant-general.  I  also 
furnished  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  rebel  wounded  and  captured  officers  to  General 
Lewis  (rebel).  A  like  list  of  captured  Federal  officers  was  to  be  furnished  by  the 
enemy,  but  was  not  made  put  in  time.  It  is  to  be  sent  over  in  the  morning,  together 
with  our  wounded,  if  any,  in  their  bands. 

JNO.  F.  HARTRANFT, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Major  Shorkley  and  Captain  Dalien,  engineer  officers  of  our  staff,  were  wounded, 
the  latter  very  seriously. 

BERTOLETTE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—7.30  j).  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
Major-General  Daviesis  instructed  to  send  forage  and  rations  to  bri- 
gade of  cavalry  now  with  you. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—7.36  p.  to. 
Col.  G.  D.  EUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

The  following  are  the  casualties  of  the  day,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained: First  Division — killed,  30;  wounded,  137;  missing,  481.  Third 
Division — ^killed,  34;  wounded,  186;  missing,  none.  Total,  killed,  64; 
wounded,  323;  missing,  481.  Grand  total,  868,  A  corrected  report  on 
the  prescribed  form  will  be  forwarded  in  the  morning. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

General:  I  have  six  rebel  flags  at  these  headquarters,  and  two 
more  have  since  been  reported,  making  in  all  eight. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865. 

Col.  G.   D.   RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
The  following  casualties  occurred  in  Artillery  Brignde  to-day :  Killed, 
4;  wounded,  14;  missing,  26;  total,  43. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

[March  25, 1865.] 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Gordon, 

Commanding  Corps: 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke,  commanding 
corps,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  in  regard  to 
an  arrangement  for  the  relief  of  the  wounded  and  removal  of  the  dead 
between  the  lines,  and  to  say  that  Brig.  Geu.  J.  F.  Hartranft,  com- 
manding division,  has  been  authorized  to  enter  into  such  arrangement, 
and  will  meet  a  proper  officer  from  your  command. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  VAN  BURBN, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—9.35  a.  m. 

Brevet  MajorGeneral  Hunt, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  fighting  is  over  and  the  line  re-established.    The  Fifth  Corps 
artillery  have  reported,  but  their  services  were  not  needed. 

JNO.  C.  TIDE  ALL, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  35,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  Lydig, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  When  the  truce  closed  there  remained  some  unfinished 
business ;  some  of  our  wounded  to  be  received,  and  a  list  of  our  officers 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  which  General  Ransom  agreed  with  General 
Hartranft  should  be  sent  in.  Please  authorize  me  to  let  Colonel  McCall, 
commanding  brigade  at  Stedman,  receive  them.  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  inform  you  that  we  have  two  more  rebel  flags  which  will  be  for- 
warded. The  orderly  will  wait  for  an  answer. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADtJUAKTEKS  FlUST    DIVISION,  ]!llNTH   ABMY   CORPS, 

March  25,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  H.  McCall,  Gomdg.  Brigade,  Fort  Stedman: 

SiK :  Id  accordance  with  an  understanding  between  General  Ran- 
som, 0.  S.  Army,  and  General  Hartraiift,  there  will  i)robably  be  a  flag 
of  truce  presented  in  front  of  your  line  to  morrow  moruiiig,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  wounded  men  of  ours,  iu  lieu  of  those  of  the  enemy 
sent  over  to  them  to-day,  and  also  a  list  of  prisoners  taken.  By  direc- 
tion of  the  major-general  commanding  the  army,  this  truce  must  be  of 
as  short  duration  as  jjossible.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  this 
intent,  the  major  general  commanding  this  division  directs  me  to  say  to 
you  thathedesires  that  j'ou  make  prei)arations  for  receivingthe  flag  early 
to-morrow  morning,  and  if  General  Hartranft  is  not  present  when  it  is 
presented,  you  are  authorized  to  receive  it  and  carry  out  the  purposes 
for  which  it  exists  with  as  much  rapidity  as  possible.  Ambulances  and 
stretchers  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Stedman  by  the  surgeon-in -chief  of  the 
division.  The  same  orders  that  existed  to  day  with  regard  to  allowing 
our  men  outside  the  works  will  be  rigidly  observed  to-morrow. 
1  am,  sLi',  very  respectfully, 

WM.  V.  RiOHAEDS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IlEADQUARTEKS   NiNTH   AKMT   CoRPS, 

March  25,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox,  Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  troops  under  arms  at  3.30  to-morrow  morning,  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency that  may  arise. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Potter,  commanding  Second  Division:  General 
Hartranft,  commauding  Third  Division,  and  General  Tidball,  command- 
ing Artillery  Brigade.) 


Hkadcjuakteus  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865 — 5.40  a.  m,. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  R.  B.  Potter  : 

General:  The  enemy  is  reported  to  have  broken  through  our  line 
near  Fort  8tedtnaii.  Will  you  please  report  the  state  of  aflairs  in  your 
front. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  M.  LYDIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


March  25,  1865—6.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Potter,  Comtnnnding  Second  Division: 

One  of  Wright's  divisions  is  ordered  to  the  Jones  house.     Please 
notify  me  immediately  on  its  arrival. 

JJSfO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865 — 7.35  a.  m. 
Majoi'-Geueral  Potter  : 

General:  The  general  commanding  desires  to  be  informed  when 
the  Provisional  Brigade  and  when  the  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
arrive  at  j'our  headquarters- 
EespectfuUy,  yours, 

P.  M.  LYDIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquartees  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Potter: 

General:  The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  order  the 
Provisional  Brigade  to  move  without  delay  and  report  to  General 
Hartrauft.  A  staff  ofiicer  will  be  ready  to  show  them  where  the  gen- 
eral is. 

P.  M.  LYDIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  25,  1865—8.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Potter: 

General:  We  have  recaptured  Fort  Stedman,  and  everything  is 
again  quiet.    Hartrauft  is  reported  wounded,  but  not  severely. 

P.  M.  LYDIG, 
Assistard  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corp  , 

March  25, 1865—1.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Potter: 

A  truce  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  dead  and  wounded  between 
the  lines  will  exist  from  li  to  4  p.  m.  Its  limits  are  from  Fort  Haskell 
to  Battery  9.  Please  see  that  no  communication  or  intercourse  of  any 
kind  with  the  enemy  takes  place  on  your  trout. 

JNO.  G.  PARKK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Davies, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 
Prepare  to  move  all  your  cavalry,  dismounted,  to  General  Parke's 
right.    Move  up  at  once  one  brigade  with  horses  to  serve  as  dismounted 
troops,  and  await  orders  for  the  others. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Head<juarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25,  1865—12.40  p.  m. 
Major-Geiieral  Davies,  Commanding  Cavalry : 

It  i.s  reported  tliat  scouts  of  the  enemy  cut  the  telegraph  wire  this 
a.  m.  and  flred  into  General  Parke's  headquarters.  Please  send  out 
small  parties  inside  of  the  lines  to  pi''.k  up  stragglers  or  scouts. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Have  you  sent  the  brigade  mounted  to  report  to  General  Parke?  He 
has  not  received  them.  Let  them  report  at  once.  Theywill  remain  with 
General  Parke  to-day.  Hold  the  other  two  ready  to  report  at  the  line 
in  front  at  a  moment's  notice. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Cavalry  Division,  March  25, 1865. 
General  Webb: 

A  brigade  has  been  sent  to  report  to  General  Parke.  After  receiving 
order  this  a.  m.  to  send  brigade,  a  dispatch  came  directing  troops  on 
the  march  to  him  to  be  held  and  await  further  orders.  I  have  sent  out 
scouting  parties  as  directed;  also,  on  the  left  of  the  line,  two  brigades 
are  formed  and  ready  to  move  between  Hancock's  Station  and  my  head- 
quarters; also,  1,400  dismounted  men  with  carbines. 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  Jr., 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  25, 1865 — 6.10  p.  m. 
General  Davies,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

All  the  dismounted  cavalry  not  needed  to  guard  the  supply  trains 
will  be  ordered  to  report  to  General  Benham  for  the  defense  of  City 
Point.    They  are  with  him  now. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

General  Sheridan  crossed  at  Jones'  Ferry  and  is  now  going  into 
camp  at  Harrison's  Landing.  You  may  send  and  bring  back  your 
troops  from  the  Chickahominy.  In  the  fight  to-day  we  captured  2,700 
of  the  enemy,  and  killed  and  wounded  a  great  number. 

U,  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 
In  the  Meld,  March  25, 1865 — 12.15  p.  m.    (Keceived  12,30  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
Captain  DeKalb,  Second  Virginia  Reserves,  left  Richmond  yesterday. 
Was  piloted  through  the  line,  between  the  Darbytowu  and  Charles  City 
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road,  by  a  member  of  Gregg's  (Texas)  brigade.  Says  Pickett  was 
encamped  between  Field's  division  and  the  intermediate  line.  Guide 
told  him  last  night  after  9  o'clock  that  both  Pickett  and  Field  were 
under  orders  to  march  this  morning.  He  said  furthermore  that  it  might 
amount  to  nothing,  for  they  had  had  several  such  orders  lately. 
Kuuiors  in  Eichmond  were  that  Sherman  had  been  defeated  after  a 
hard  battle,  but  it  was  not  generally  believed.  The  armory  is  being 
moved.  The  naval  works  are  all  i)acked  uj).  Boxes  are  being  sent  by 
the  Danville  road.  All  the  men  who  are  not  engaged  in  boxing  up 
are  making  spikes,  the  men  think  tor  the  purpose  of  spiking  guns. 
People  in  Bichmond  are  discouraged.  Many  supposed  three  weeks 
ago  it  would  be  evacuated  before  this  time.  Very  few  believe  it  will 
hold  out  three  weeks  longer.  Provisions  are  scarce.  Flour  is  $1,500 
per  barrel  since  Sheridan  cut  the  canal. 

E.  O.  G.  OKD, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  25, 1865.    (Keceived  1.25  p.  m.) 

General  Rawlins: 

The  sergeant  in  charge  Cobb's  Hill  Signal  Tower  reports  that  at  7 
a.  m.  a  train  of  twelve  cars  heavily  loaded  with  troops  passed  Port 
Walthall  Junction  going  toward  Petersburg. 

E.  O.  0.  OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 
March  25,  1865—3.30  p.  m.    (Eeceived  3.45  p.  m.) 

General  J.  A.  Rawlins, 

City  Point  : 

Cobb's  Hill  Tower. 
At  2.45  p.  m.  forty-loiir  wagons  aud  seven  ambulances,  with  a  guard  of  about  100 
men,  passed  the  Junction  on  turnpike,  going  toward  Richmond. 

'  *^  THOS.  S.  BAIED, 

Sertjeant,  Siynal  Corps. 

Resuectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  general  commanding. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Mujor-Qcneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  25,  1865.    (Eeceived  5.10  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  ataff: 
Thirteen  deserters  from  the  enemy  have  been  received  since  yester- 

^^^'  THEO.  READ, 

Asuistant  Adjutant- General, 
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HUQES.  Df.pt.  op   YlKGINlA,  AKMY   OF   THE   jAMES, 

In  the  Fieia,  March  i'ri,  1865—8.35  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Gol.  T.  8.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  General  Turner: 

Long  Bribge,  March  25,  1866 — S  p.  m. 
On  my  arrival  here  I  sent  a  staff  officer  down  to  Jones'  Bridge,  not  finding  Sheri- 
dan here.     There  were  signs  of  a  large  cavalry  force  having  crossed  at  Jones'  Bridge 
this  p.  m.,  -which  is  also  confirmed  by  negroes,  who  said  it  was  Grant's  cavalry.     I 
think  Sheridan  must  have  arrived  at  Jones'  Bridge.     The  pontoon  bridge  is  finished. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25, 1865. 

(Received  10.35  p.  ui.) 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James: 

General  Benhani  has  been  ordered  to  move  the  pontoon  bridge  at 
Deep  Bottom  early  in  the  morning  to  a  point  below  Four-Mile  Creek, 
and  to  return  it  to  its  present  position  to-morrow  as  soon  as  General 
Sheridan  has  crossed  over. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

March  25, 1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  Read, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  The  sergeant  in  charge  of  Cobb's  Hill  Tower  reports  that 
the  artillery  firing  on  the  Petersburg  front  was  resumed  at  5.20  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer, 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Gibbon: 

The  enemy  have  attacked  on  General  Parke's  front  and  broken 
through  his  line.  This  may  be  a  signal  for  leaving.  Be  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant- General. 


March  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Commanding : 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill,  Eleventh  Maine,  went  out  with  a  couple  of 
Bcouts  last  night  and  has  just  returned.    He  commuuicated  with  a  first 
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sergeant  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  Tlieir  cauips  were  in  commotion  at 
midnight,  expecting  an  attack.  Their  picket-line  was  as  strong  as  ours. 
My  troops  are  all  ready  to  move  in  consequence  of  a  telegram  received 
from  General  Grant. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  25, 1865—10.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Gibbon, 

Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Corps: 
Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  that  your  troops  return  to 
their  camp.    All  quiet  along  the  line.    We  have  reoccupied  our  lines 
in  front  of  Petersburg. 

THEODOEE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqus.  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

ARMY  OP  the  James, 
Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  25,  1865 — 12.30  a.  vi. 

Col.  H.  M.  Plaisted, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade : 
Colonel  :  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to 
instruct  you  to  extend  your  left  at  daylight,  and  occupy  the  space  in 
the  line  of  breast- works  caused  by  the  withdrawal  of  General  Turner's 
troops.  You  will  extend  as  far  as  the  battery  to  the  right  of  the  New 
Market  road.  You  will  be  on  the  ground  sufficiently  early  to  move  in 
as  General  Turner  moves  out. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  A.  SAWYER, 
•  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Army  op  the  James, 
Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  25, 1865 — 12.30  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Devens, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Ttcenty -fourth  Army  Corps : 

General:  By  direction  of  General  Gibbon  I  shall  extend  my  left  at 
daylight  as  far  as  the  battery  to  the  right  of  the  New  Market  road, 
occupying  the  sjjace  caused  by  the  withdrawal  of  Turner's  command. 
If  this  extension  should  not  join  your  right  I  can  send  a  regiment  to 
nil  the  gap  from  my  center.  Please  answer  by  bearer. 
Yours,  truly, 

E.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division^ 
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DEPART3IENT   HBADQUAETERS, 

March  25,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

8eud  good  officer  to  look  out  and  have  watch  with  glass  kept  on 
enemy's  lines.  Keport  every  move.  Let  your  men  return  to  camp  if 
they  have  been  under  arms,  but  keep  a  brigade  ready  to  move  at  an 
hour's  notice.     Keport  to  me  in  person  in  an  hour,  if  you  can. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  ok  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  25,  ItiUS — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  Hartsufe, 

Commanding,  Bermuda  Front: 
Have  a  careful  reconnaissance  of  your  right  and  left  flanks  made 
to-night  and  report  result.    Twelve  cars  loaded  with  troops  rejjorted 
leaving  your  front  this  a.  m.  at  7.    Do  you  signalize  to  Cobb's  Hill 
Tower? 

E.  O.  0.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va., 

In  the  Field,  Hatcher'' s,  March  25, 1865 — 2.30  j>.  m. 
General  Read: 

Will  have  reconnaissance  made  as  directed.  I  signalize  Cobb's  Hill 
Tower  via  Fort  Anderson.  Twelve  cars  loaded  with  troops  were 
reported  to  me  this  morning  going  from  Richmond  toward  Petersburg, 
which  dispatch  I  immediately  sent  to  you.  I  was  on  Crow's  Nest 
Tower  afterwards  and  found  the  same  had  been  sent  to  you  direct. 

G,  L.  HARTSTJFP, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va.,  . 

March  25,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Read, 

AHsistant  Adjutant- General  : 

What  is  the  extent  and  character  of  the  reconnaissance  you  require 
on  my  flanks  to  night,  and  what  the  express  object?  !No  change  observ- 
able in  their  line  to-day  of  any  kind. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUPF, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  Jambs, 

In  the  Field,  March  25,  1865 — 3.51  p.  m. 
General  Zartsuff, 

Bernmdd  Front : 

Object  is  to  learn  what  troops  have  left  the  line,  what  strength  of 
pickets,  and  if  there  are  any  signs  of  evacuation.  A  few  skillful  officers 
and  men  can  learn  by  communicating  with  enemy's  vedettes  along  the 
line  through  exchanges.  I  had  satisfactory  examination  made  on  this 
front  last  night. 

E.  O.  0.  ORD. 
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Oed's  Headquarters, 
March  25,  18(io.    (Keceived  5.45  p.  m.) 
General  (Irant: 
Following  just  received: 

Hatchkr's,  March  Sr>,  1865. 
General  Okd: 

The  following  just  rereivprt  in  answer  to  yonr  inquiry: 

"Conn's  Hill  Sicnal  Station. 
"General  Hahtsiifp: 

"The  troopR  came  from  ilirection  of  Ricbmond.  I  think  thoywere  not  taken  from 
this  front,  as  I  cannot  notice  any  change.  A  Irain  of  nine  cars,  partly  loaded  with 
troops,  jnst  ]ia88ed  toward  Richmond.  Some  of  the  troops  were  dressed  in  our 
uniform. 

"THOS.  S.  HAIRD, 

"Signal  Officer." 

I  inquired  as  to  the  character  of  the  reconnaissance  directed,  because  an  advance 
beyond  the  picket-posts  in  any  place  would  bring  on  an  engagement  along  the  whole 
line.  I  desire  to  know  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  general  commanding  that 
I  should  make  such  a  reconnaissance,  or  whether  only  extra  watchfulness  and  atten- 
tion along  the  picket-line  is  required  for  information. 


Quiet  reconnaissance  ordered  to-night. 


G.  I..  HARTSUFF, 

Major-deneral. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD. 


Hdqrs.  I)f,fenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va., 

March  .2.5,  1S65. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Eead, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  : 

Sir:  Tbere  is  at  present  no  light  battery  belonging  to  this  command. 
One  is  here,  but  it  belongs  and  reports  to  the  Twenty-fourth  Cor])S, 
being  permitted  to  remain  here,  I  understand,  for  the  benefit  to  the 
horses  of  tlie  stables  erected  for  them  when  the  battery  was  attached 
to  this  command.  The  thoroughly  efficient  defense  of  the  line,  I  think, 
requires  that  a  light  battery  sliould  be  a  part  of  its  armameiit.  From 
Battery  Burpee  to  the  Appomattox  the  line  has  no  gunn  in  position. 
The  natural  defense  here  is  verj^  strong  and  the  pickets  well  advanced, 
so  that  there  is  very  little  likelihood  of  an  attack,  but  it  is  a  jwssible 
contingency  and  is  very  ina'lequately  provided  for.  In  the  event  of  a 
temporary  lodgment  by  tiie  enemy  in  any  portion  of  the  line  the  value 
of  a  light  battery  would  also  be  very  great.  I  tlierefore  respectfully 
request  that  this  battery,  or  some  other,  may  be  assigned  to  this  com- 
mand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  HAKTSUFF, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Harrison's  Landing,  March  2'),  18(15 — 7.20  jt.  m. 

(Received  7.50  p.  m.) 
General  Raavi.ins  : 

I  am  here  with  my  cavalry  and  General  Roberts'  infantry.    They  are 
going  into  camp  at  Westover  Church. 

r.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  3'>,  ISCn. 
Mai.  Gen.  P.  H.  Shekidan, 

Gomdg.  Middle  Military  Division,  Westover  Church,  Va.: 
You  will  find  a  pontoon  bridge  at  tlie  point  where  Hancock  crossed 
last  summer  below  Four-Mile  Creek,  instead  of  Deep  Bottom.  The 
bridge  at  Deep  Bottom  will  be  dropped  down  to  this  position  before  8 
a.  m.  to-morrow.  General  Roberts'  command  will  move  by  the  most 
direct  route  to  their  position  in  the  Army  of  the  James. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  27.  )  Near  Westorer  Church,  Va.,  March  25, 1865. 

The  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  C  a.  m.,  via  Malvern  Hill  and 
Deep  Bottom,  to  the  south  side  of  the  James  River.     The  order  of 
march  will  be  as  follows,  viz,  first.  First  Cavalry  Division;  second, 
trains;  third.  Third  Cavalry  ])ivision. 
By  command  of  Brevet  MaiorGeneral  Merritt: 

J.  SPREADBURY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Getter  at. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  35,  18(15 — i  p.  m.     (Received  4.05  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Your  dispatch*  to  General  Stevenson  has  been  referred  to  me.  The 
order  was  i)ublished  before  my  arrival  by  General  Stevenson  when  in 
command  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia,  and  has  been  a  source 
of  embarrassment  to  me,  and  1  propose  to  lay  it  before  the  lieutenant- 
general,  thinking  it  opposed  to  tlie  letter  of  his  Instructions.  My 
investigation  shows  that  the  order  was  issued  on  the  instigation  of 
the  governor  of  West  Virginia  and  the  loyal  people,  who  declared  that 
a  large  number  of  refugees  from  the  Confederate  army,  some  with 
arms,  were  coming  into  the  border  settlements,  their  presence  giving 
rise  to  considerable  apprehension.  The  order  has  not  been  executed, 
but  the  following  modification  was  directed:  Wherever  the  loyal 
people  Avere  satisfied  for  the  refugee  or  alleged  deserter  to  remain  he 
was  allowed  to  do  so,  but  wliere  he  could  not  obtain  some  guarantee 
from  loyal  citizens  or  local  authorities  that  his  presence  was  not  dan- 
gerous he  was  sent  farther  north  as  a  precaution.  The  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company  are  employing  numbers  of  these  people  on 
becoming  their  guarantors,  and  1  understand  that  this  modification 
meets  the  views  of  the  governor,  the  people,  and  Mr.  Smith,  the  mas- 
ter of  transportation.  It  is  a  delicate  question,  and  though  General 
Stevenson's  order  was  too  sweeping  and  rigorous,  in  my  judgment, 
something  was  demanded  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the  people.  1 
respectfully  ask  whether  the  modification  meets  y(mr  approval.  In 
eflect  it  treats  each  case  on  its  own  merits. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

'  See  Stanton  to  Stevenson,  March  '2f),  ]).  168. 
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Washington,  ]).  (J.,  March  2o,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-deiieral  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Va. : 
General  Grant  suggests  that  all  troops  in  the  Depai-tment  of  West 
Virginia  be  organized  as  the  Eighth  Army  Corps.  Of  course  your 
veteran  regiments  of  the  First  Oorps  are  to  be  excepted.  He  also 
wants  all  troops  not  required  for  holding  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad 
organized  into  brigades  and  divisions  and  prepared  for  the  field.  Have 
you  any  suggestions  to  make  before  the  order  is  issued? 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  35,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  with  regard  to  the  contemplated  order, 
except  that  the  details  will  be  very  troublesome  to  arrange.  I  do  not 
understand  what  relation  the  commander  of  the  department  would  bear 
to  that  of  the  corps.  I  presume  the  matter  has  been  considered.  Is  it 
the  wish,  in  organizing  brigades  and  divisions  of  troops  not  required  to 
hold  the  road,  to  consider  them  as  brigades  and  divisions  of  the  Eighth 
Corps'?  If  so,  the  corps  must  have  a  great  many  divisions  and  very 
moderate  division  commanders  in  point  of  capacity. 

WINP'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Winchester,  Va.,  March  S5,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  11.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Considering  your  dispatch  more  at  length,  I  will  say  that  I  have  not 
the  information  necessary  to  enable  me  to  offer  you  any  useful  sug- 
gestions. I  do  not  seek  any  information  not  proper  to  be  communi- 
cated, but  cannot  exercise  my  judgment  without  it.  For  instance,  the 
number  of  troops  required  to  defend  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad 
depends  upon  whether  a  force  moves  down  the  Valley  or  the  front  is 
uncovered  by  the  troops  being  withdrawn.  This  also  affects  the  ques- 
tion of  place  and  manner  of  preparing  the  brigades  and  divisions  for 
field  service.  I  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War  this  morning  by  special 
messenger,  at  liis  request,  a  statement  of  the  troops  in  the  division,  and 
how  located.    Tliis  maybe  useful  in  preparing  the  details  of  the  order. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Winchester,  Va.,  March  25,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 

Ml:).  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  would  like  to  know  if  there  is  any  longer  any  objection  to  my 
throwing  Winchester  out  of  my  lines  and  bringing  my  troops  together 
where  I  can  see  to  their  organizatio)i  and  equipment  ?    As  they  are 
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now  placed  over  a,  line  thirty  miles  long  I  cannot  properly  attend  to 
tbem,  and  fear  I'niay  some  day  be  ordered  to  move  when  illy  prepared. 
Moreover,  this  town  is  a  source  of  infoumation  to  the  enemy,  and  any 
arrangement  for  a  movement  will  be  very  easily  detected.  I  propose 
to  hold  the  military  railroad  as  far  as  the  Opequon,  but  to  concentrate 
this  army  near  Charlestown  and  put  it  in  condition  to  move. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Alexandria,  March  25, 1865.    (Eeceived  8.10  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Tatlok, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Citizens  report  that  Bush  Underwood  and  twenty  other  guerrillas 
were  killed  in  a  fight  with  our  forces  above  Leesburg  yesterday.    There 
was  some  picket-tiring  near  Accotink  last  night.    AH  quiet  to  day. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 
Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal-General. 


Harpkr's  Fkrry,  Va.,  March  25,  1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Have  just  received  from  Secretary  of  War  the  following  telegram: 

Brigadier-General  STEVENso>f : 

It  is  represented  to  this  Departmput  tliat  by  some  order  or  regulation  of  yours 
persons  taking  the  amnesty  oath  are  required  to  leave  their  homes  and  go  north  of 
the  Ohio  River.  It  is  not  perceived  that  existing  circumstances  require  such  rigor 
toward  those  who  wish  to  submit  to  the  Government.  If,  therefore,  you  have  made 
any  such  order  or  regulation  you  will  revoke  it  immediately. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

This  telegram  refers  to  a  department  order  issued  by  me  from  depart- 
ment headquarters;  the  number  I  have  forgotten.    I  forward  telegram 
for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  I).  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Harper's  Perry,  Ta.,  March  25, 1865, 

(Received  1.25  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Whilst  temporarily  in  command  of  Department  of  West  Virginia,  at 
the  instance  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia  and  loyal 
inhabitants  of  the  State,  representing  that  large  numbers  of  pretended 
deserters  were  filling  up  their  coui.ties,  creating  a  great  alarm  in  the 
minds  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  from  their  numbers  and  their  previous 
bad  faith,  that  the  peace  of  the  State  and  the  persons  and  property  of 
loyal  inhabitants  were  in  jeopardy,  I  published  an  order  requiring  such 
persons  to  go  beyond  the  Ohio  lliver  or  100  miles  north  of  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad;  also,  that  refugees  who  were  a  burden  to  the  Gov- 
ernment should  go  sufiQciently  far  north  to  such  points  where  they  could 
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ol)tain  employment,  and  tlie  Government  would  be  relieved  from  the 
burden  of  tbeir  support.  Since  this,  Major  General  Hancock  hiis 
assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia.  I  will  imme- 
diately communicate  your  telegram  to  Major-General  Hancock. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier- General. 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  March  35, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Just  received  following  from  Colonel  Reno  for  you: 

PuRCF.LLViLLE,  LouDOUN  CocNTv,  Va.,  March  S5,  1865. 
General:  I  arrived  at  this  point  Lost  niglit  .and  will  be  in  camp  witli  my  com- 
maiul  to-night  or  to-morrow.     I  Kliall  delny  lierc  for  some  time  to  pick  up  some 
wounded  men  of  mine.     I  have  destroyed  a  |?ood  deal  of  corn  and  some  of  Mosby'a 
men.     Will  report  details  on  my  return. 

M.  A.  RENO, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

The  Loudoun  County  Eangers  brought  in  this  dispatch.  Did  the 
general  design  this  command  to  report  back  to  me  on  return  of  the 
expedition  ? 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  JS6, 1865. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
Hon.  Secretary  op  "War: 

I  approve  your  Fort  Sumter  programme.*  Grant  don't  seem  to  know 
Yeatman  very  well,  but  thinks  very  well  of  him  so  far  as  he  knows. 
Thinks  it  probable  that  Yeatman  is  here  now  for  the  place.  I  told  you 
this  ye.sterday,  as  well  as  that  you  should  do  as  you  think  best  about 
Mr.  Whiting's  resignation,  but  I  sui)po8e  you  did  not  receive  the  dis- 
I)atch.  1  am  on  the  boat,  and  ha.ve  no  later  war  news  than  went  to 
you  last  night. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  Uti,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
To  the  President, 

City  Point: 
Your  telegram  of  this  date  received.  We  have  no  news  but  what 
comes  fromr  you  and  General  Grant.  Yeatman  is  not  here,  and  no 
application  has  been  made  by  him  or  on  his  behalf.  He  was  suggested 
by  General  Halleck,  and  had  two  or  three  times  occurred  to  me,  1 
have  a  letter  from  H.  W.  Beecher,  who  thinks  Owen  has  not  the  requi- 
site practical  talent.  The  weather  here  is  very  cold,  windy,  and  dis- 
agreeable. Your  military  news  warms  the  blood,  or  we  would  be  in 
danger  of  a  March  chill. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

*  See  Stanton  to  the  President,  March  25,  Vol.  XLVII,  Part  III. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  26, 1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
I  respectfully  request  that  Majoi'-General  Humphreys  be  announced 
in  orders  as  commander  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  Major-General 
Parke  as  commander  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  I  would  also  recommend 
that  Brigadier-General  Hartranft  be  brevetted  a  major-general,  for  con- 
spicuous gallantry  in  repulsing  and  driving  back  the  enemy  from  the 
lodgment  which  he  made  yesterday  on  our  lines. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  26, 186S — l  jJ.  m. 

Lieu  tenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Ya.  : 
I  will  send  you  by  mail  a  detailed  report  from  General  Hancock, 
showing  that  he  can  take  into  the  field  about  25,000  men,  moving  from 
Winchester  as  his  base.  No  one  has  been  named  as  commander  of  the 
Eighth  Corps  when  organized.  Would  not  General  Crook  be  the  best 
man  for  it?  General  ■  Hancock  says  he  is  very  much  in  want  of  good 
division  and  brigade  commanders  for  his  new  troops.  Could  not  some 
of  the  brevet  generals  in  the  Armies  of  the  Potomac  and  the  James  be 
spared  for  that  purpose?  General  Gillmore  has  sent  about  4,000  of  his 
own  and  7,000  of  Sherman's  troops  to  North  Carolina.  Slierman  has 
directed  him  to  send  2,500  men  to  destroy  railroad  stock  and  stores  at 
Sumterville  and  Florence.  A  part  of  Oruft's  troops  are  expected  to-day 
and  will  be  sent  forward  at  once. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  26, 1865—10.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Washington,  1).  C.  : 
General  Barlow,  an  excellent  oflflcer,  is  for  duty,  and  can  be  assigned 
to  General  Hancock.  If  there  is  any  other  unemployed  generals  he 
wants  let  him  have  them..  I  will  see  if  any  can  be  sent  from  here.  I 
would  advise  that  no  permanent  commander  be  named  for  the  Eighth 
Corps  for  a  few  days.    1  may  be  able  to  send  Crook  back  soon. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headqttakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—10  a.  in. 
Lieutenant-Gener.al  Grant  : 

I  take  advantage  of  the  visit  of  the  President  to  recall  to  your  atten- 
tion the  fact  that  neither  MajorGenerals  Parke  or  Humphreys  have 
been  assigned  by  the  President  to  the  command  of  their  respective 
corps.  I  do  this  with  the  less  hesitation  because  I  understand  Major- 
General  Gibbon,  who  has  been  in  command  a  mucli  shorter  time  and  is 
junior  to  both  these  officers,  has  been,  at  General  Ord's  request, 
assigned.  I  would  also  suggest  tlie  immediate  brevetting  of  Brigadier- 
General  Hartranft  and  his  assignment  to  the  permanent  command  of 


Chap.LVIII.]  correspondence,  etc. — UNION.  171 

the  division  he  so  handsomely  commanded  yesterday.  1  consider  the 
retaking  of  Fort  Stedman  under  the  circumstances  a  meritorious  serv- 
ice that  sliould  be  promptly  acknowledged. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  26,  1865—10.45  a.  m.     (Sent  11.30  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

All  has  been  quiet  since  8  p.  m.  last  evening.  Wright  and  Hum- 
phreys hold  and  have  intrenched  all  the  advanced  line  captured  yester- 
day as  far  as  the  Armstrong  house,  which  includes  all  but  a  small 
portion  on  the  extreme  left  near  Hatcher's  Run,  which  there  was  no 
military  advantage  in  retaining.  Humphreys  now  estimates  his  cas- 
ualties at  700,  Wright  at  400,  which  will  make  our  total  casualties  from 
all  i)arts  of  the  line  about  2,000.  Deserters  report  the  fighting  very 
severe  and  the  result  as  having  a  depressing  and  demoralizing  elfect  on 
their  army 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865 — 4  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

1  would  suggest  a  modification  of  your  instructions  of  the  24th 
instant,  viz:  Instead  of  placing  Ord's  command  on  the  two  roads  used 
by  Warren  and  Humphreys,  let  Ord  mass  on  the  Halifax  road  in  rear 
of  our  works,  and  when  Humphreys  moves  out  on  the  Vaughan  road  let 
Ord  move  to  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  liun  by  this  road  and  await 
developments.  This  will  keep  up  communication  with  Wright  and  will 
cover  my  supply  trains,  which  I  shall  order  to  park  at  the  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Run  by  the  stage  road,  the  one  Warren  takes.  There  are  so 
iew  roads  and  the  country  so  little  open  I  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to 
bring  these  trains  nearer  until  we  either  move  from  Dinwiddie  Court- 
House  or  have  exhausted  our  four  days'  supplies.  I  propose  also  to 
have  Humphreys'  pickets  from  Hatcher's  Run  to  Wright's  left  to  be 
relieved  by  Ord,  unless  you  direct  otherwise.  Do  you  wish  any  of  the 
cavalry  left  on  picket  on  our  rear  line,  or  shall  Davies  take  it  all? 
Oollis  has  some  300  cavalry  that  might  be  sent  to  Parke  and  a  small 
regiment  left  with  Wright  to  watch  the  roads  coming  from  the  south 
and  keep  off  guerrillas  and  scouts.  Let  me  know  your  views  on  these 
points  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CiTY^  Point,  Va.,  March  26,  1805.    (Received  9.25  \).  m.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

I  have  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  asking  to  have  orders 
published  announcing  Humphreys  and  Parke  as  the  commanders  of 
their  respective  cor])s;  also  asked  to  have  Hartranft  breve tted.  Will 
probably  receive  answer  in  the  morning. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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City  Point,  Ya.,  March  26, 1865— 10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade  : 

1  made  the  changes  to-day  suggested  in  your  dispatch  of  4  p.  m.  in 
Ord's  movement.  Humphreys  sliould,  of  course,  leave  pickets  from 
Wright's  left  until  their  i)lace  is  filled  by  Ord's  troops.  One  regiment 
of  cavalry,  in  addition  to  that  with  General  Collis,  had  better  be  left  to 
report  to  General  Parke  in  case  the  Sixth  Corps  moves,  and  subject  to 
your  directions  until  it  does  move.  About  1,500  cavalry  from  Ord's 
command  will  be  with  the  army. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 


riEADQDARTERS    ARMY   OF    THE   POTOMAC, 

March  26,  1865—10  p.  m 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Official  returns  from  the  several  corps  show  the  casualties  of  yester- 
day as  follows : 


Killorl. 

Wounded. 

MisRiDg. 

Second  CorDfl 

51 

47 
68 

462 
402 
337 

177 

Sixth  Corps 

3U 

INiDth  Corna        .     x               

506 

Total                     .              

106 

1,201 

713 

Or  a  grand  total  of  2,080,  which  is  80  larger  than  my  approximate  esti- 
mate of  this  morning.  Of  prisoners,  the  account  now  stands:  Second 
Corps,  365;  Sixth  Corps,  469;  Ninth  Corps,  1,949;  fotal,  2,783,  or  13  less 
than  reported  last  night.  Of  this  number  some  200  are  wounded  in 
our  hospitals.  It  has  been  quiet  along  the  lines  to-day.  Permission  was 
granted  the  enemy  on  application  to  remove  their  dead  and  wounded, 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  both  ou  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  fronts. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  26, 1865.     (Received  11.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Is  the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  front  of  the  Second 
and  Sixth  Army  Corps  supposed  to  be  as  great  as  ours? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—11.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

General   Humphreys  estimates   the  enemy's  losses  in    killed   and 
wounded  on  his  front  as  fully  three  times  his,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
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from  the  character  of  the  fighting,  the  heaviest  being  repulsing  their 
attacks,  that  their  losses  were  very  inuch  greater.  Wright  also  thinks 
they  lost  much  heavier  than  we  did.  On  Parke's  front  their  losses 
were  quite  severe  from  the  artillery  fire  of  adjacent  batteries,  not  only 
when  their  supi)orts  were  moving  up  but  when  they  were  withdraw- 
ing. On  the  whole,  I  think  it  would  be  reasonable  to  estimate  the 
enemy's  losses  in  killed  and  Avounded  as  50  per  cent,  greater  than  ours. 
This  would  make  them  about  2,000,  which,  added  to  the  prisoners, 
would  give  4,800.  Taking  in  stragglers  and  deserters  I  think  it  safe 
to  estimate  Lee's  loss  for  the  day  not  less  than  5,000  men. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Joneh'  Landing,  March  26,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Gkant  : 

I  hear  the  President  is  at  City  Point,  ami  likely  to  come  here.     Please 
inform  me  about  what  time  he  will  leave  City  Point. 

D.  D.  PORTEK, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Vity  Point,  Va.,  March  26,  1865. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Jones'  Landing: 
The  President  will  start  up  the  river  about  11  o'clock  this  morning. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  26, 1865 — 6  p.  m. 

General  M.  C.  Meigs  : 

Complaints  are  louder  and  more  frequent  than  ever  of  the  scarcity 
of  hay,  particularly  with  the  cavalry,  at  this  time,  on  the  eve  of  a  move- 
ment up, 

R.  INGALLS. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  01.  )'  City  Point,  Va.,  March  26,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Beuham,  chief  engineer  Defenses  of  City  Point, 
will  move  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Deep  Bottom,  at  as  early  an  hour  to- 
day as  practicable,  to  a  point  below  Four-Mile  Creek.  He  will  return 
it  to  its  present  position  so  soon  as  the  troops  under  Major-General 
Sheridan  shall  have  crossed  over. 
Bv  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 
"  T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Asmtant  Adjutant-General. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  13.*  \  March  36,  1865. 

The  inajor-geueral  cominaiiding  announces  to  the  army  the  success  of 
the  operations  of  yesterday. 

The  enemy,  with  a  temerity  for  which  he  has  paid  dearly,  massed  his 
forces  and  succeeded,  through  the  reprehensible  want  of  vigilance  of 
the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Ninth  Corps,  in  breaking  through 
our  lines,  capturing  Fort  Stedmau  and  Batteries  9, 10,  and  11. 

The  prompt  measures  taken  by  Major-General  Parke,  the  firm  bear- 
ing of  the  troops  of  the  Ninth  Corps  in  the  adjacent  portions  of  the  line 
held  by  the  enemy,  and  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  the  Third  Division 
of  this  corps,  for  the  first  time  under  fire,  together  with  the  energy  and 
skill  displayed  by  Brigadier-General  Hartranft,  its  leader,  quickly 
repaired  this  disaster,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  from  Fort  Stedman 
and  our  lines,  with  heavy  losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  leaving  iu  our 
hands  8  battle-flags  and  over  1,900  prisoners. 

The  enemy  being  driven  from  the  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  the  offen- 
sive was  assumed  by  the  Sixth  and  Second  Corps;  the  enemy  by  night 
was  driven  from  his  intrenched  picket-line,  and  all  his  efforts  to  recover 
the  same,  which  were  particularly  determined  and  persistent  on  the 
Second  Corps  front,  were  resisted  and  repulsed  with  heavy  losses,  leav- 
ing with  the  Sixth  Corps  over  400  prisoners  and  with  the  Second  Corps 
2  battle-flags  and  over  300  prisoners. 

The  troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps  reported  by  Major-General  Wright  as 
engaged  iu  these  operations  were  Getty's  division,  Keifer's  brigade, 
Seymour's  division,  and  Hamblin's  and  Edwards'  brigades,  of  Wheatou's 
division. 

Of  the  Second  Corps,  Major-General  Humphreys  mentions  Miles'  and 
Mott's  divisions  and  Smyth's  brigade,  of  Hays'  division,  supported  by 
Griffin's  division.  Fifth  Corps. 

The  result  of  the  day  was  the  thorough  defeat  of  the  enemy's  plans, 
the  capture  of  his  strongly  intrenched  picket-line,  under  the  artillery 
fire  of  his  main  works,  and  the  capture  of  10  battle-flags  and  about 
2,800  prisoners,  a  result  on  Avhich  the  major-general  commanding 
heartily  congratulates  the  army. 

Two  lessons  can  be  learned  from  these  operations:  One,  that  no 
fortified  line,  however  strong,  will  protect  an  army  from  an  intrepid 
and  audacious  enemy,  unless  vigilantly  guarded;  the  other,  that  no 
disaster  or  misfortune  is  irreparable  where  energy  and  bravery  are 
displayed  in  the  determination  to  recover  wliat  is  lost  and  to  promptly 
assumethe  oflensive. 

The  major-general  commanding  trusts  these  lessons  will  not  be  lost 
on  this  army. 

In  conclusion,  the  major-general  commanding  desires  to  return  his 
thanks  to  those  commands  of  the  army  not  specially  mentioned  in  this 
order  for  the  promptitude  displayed  by  all  in  their  movements  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  lines  under  the  exigencies  of  the  hour.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  subject,  the  promptitude  of  Major-General  Warren  and 
of  Brevet  Major-General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  operations  during  the  accidental  absence  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding, deserve  commendation  and  thanks. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

*  This  order  after  being  partly  distributed  -was  suppressed.  See  correspondence 
between  Meade,  Parke,  and  ottiers,  Marcb  27-28, 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

•     3Iarch  20,  1865:     (Received  6,43  a.  in.) 
Brevet  Majoi-Geiieral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  report  that  my  troops  are  now  back  in  their  old  (sampa. 

A,  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865.    (Received  12.50  p.  in.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  AVebb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  has  just  been  received  by  flag  of  truce  on  the  picket- 
hne  near  the  Watkins  house.    The  flag  of  truce  was  at  once  sent  back: 

Picket-Line,  C.  S.  Fouces, 
Sear  Eatcher'a  liun,  March  26,  1S65. 
Officeu  in  Ciiakge  U.  S.  Fouces  on  Picket: 

SfK:  I  have  just  received  authority  from  my  coniuianding  officer  to  effect  with  you 
an  arrangement  by  which  the  ground  between  our  two  hnes,  which  was  fought  over 
yesterday,  can  be  searched  for  the  killed  and  wounded  still  on  the  held.  As  it  is 
believed  that  there  are  several  Confeder.ate  and  Federal  dead  and  wounded  on  the 
held  still  unfound,  I  sincerely  trust,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment may  be  satisfactorily  agreed  iipon. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

W^.  R.  DANA, 
Second  Lieutenant,  C.  S.  Army. 

I  had  thought  of  sending  back  reply  that  a  communication  from  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  forces  opposite  would  be  submitted  to  the 
])roper  authorities  for  action,  but  concluded  not  to  communicate  until 
authorized.  There  is  no  firing  now  and  their  dead  are  beyond  our 
l>icket-line.  We  have  no  dead  or  wounded  between  the  lines  I  am 
quite  sure.  Please  let  me  know  whether  I  shall  give  the  authority 
asked  for,  or  send  word  that  the  request  must  be  made  by  proper  offi- 
cers, or  not  send  any  reply. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Oencral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  26,  1865 — 12.55  a.  m.     (Received  1  p.  m.) 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  have  a  line  of  battle  in  their  picket- pits  of  the  Armstrong- 
house  field,  which  are  now  continuous.  Tliey  have  a  second  line  of  battle 
in  pits  close  in  rear,  and  strong  sui)ports  again  in  rear  of  them ;  this 
on  a  front  of  about  500  yards.  This  shows  their  sensitiveness  to  our 
getting  closer  to  the  works  there,  and  no  doubt  a  design  to  retake  to- 
night their  pits  which  we  hold  to  their  left.  I  have  directed  the  neces- 
sary measures  and  precautions  to  be  taken  and  certain  examinations 
to  be  made,  and  will  report  to  you  if  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  to 
retake  any  of  the  enemy's  picket-line  which  we  left  or  which  Ihey 
retook.  Some  ten  of  these  pits  on  the  Armstrong-house  field  were 
twice  taken  by  McAllister  yesterday  and  twice  retaken  by  the  enemy, 
they  using  a  heavy  line  of  battle  covered  by  artillery.  Just  before 
dark  General  McAllister  was  directed  to  retake  them,  but  be  did  not, 
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and,  as  it  was  considered  best  not  to  occupy  tlie  continuation  of  the 
enemy's  picket-line  to  the  left  of  the  Arnistronj;-  house,  unless  the  oper- 
ations were  to  be  continued,  the  order  to  retake  was  suspended  after 
dark. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  have  sent  you  the  information  now,  lest  the  facts  might 
have  other  bearing. 


HEADyl'AUTBKS   AEMY   OF    THE    POTOMAC, 

March  30,  1865—1  p.  m. 
Maj.  lien.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  tiecond  Corps: 
The  general  commanding  authorizes  you  to  grant  the  permission 
desired  by  the  rebels,  if  they  make  the  re<iuest,  as  you  propose  in  your 
dispatch,  through  a  ])roper  oflicer,  and  you  are  ajso  authorized  to  allow 
your  men  to  mingle  freely  with  their  men. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- Qeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff 


Hbadquaktees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

2[areh  26,  1865— 1.05  p.  in. 
Commanding  Officeu  Second  Cokps: 

General  Meade  desires  to  know  the  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  you 
yesterday,  according  to  your  latest  returns. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquaktkrs  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—1.15  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  tiecond  Corps : 
The  major-general  ccmimanding  has  no  objections  to  any  amount  of 
fighting  between  the  lines,  and  you  are  autliorized  to  call  upon  all  of 
the  Fifth  Cor]js  to  support  you.     General  Warren  is  notified. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  3Iajor- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865. 
Major-Gencral  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 
The  major  general   commanding  directs  that  you  relieve  General 
Grifl&n,  now  holding  the  tete-de-pont  over  Hatcher's  Eun,  with  troops 
of  your  own  command,  in  order  that  General  ^^'a^:ren  may  move  with 
his  whole  command  when  this  order  shall  be  issued. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865— lAO  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  latest  retura  of  prisoners  taken  yesterday  is  14  officers  and  327 
men,  and  1  officer  and  about  10  men  besides  in  hospital.    Report  should 
have  been  sent  before,  but  have  been  waiting  for  report  from  hospitals, 
which  has  not  yet  come. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  36,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps  : 

General  Meade  desires  to  know  whether  you  have  any  rebel  wounded 
in  your  hospitals  not  included  in  your  returns  of  prisoners. 

GEO.  D,  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  36, 1865—3.10  p.  m. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
There  are  no  rebel  wounded  in  my  hospital  except  those  (about  ten) 
included  in  my  last  report  of  prisoners.    I  will  send  accurate  report  as 
to  the  number  of  those  soon. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  36, 1865.    (Received  5.45  p.  m.) 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
My  losses  yesterday  were :  First  Division,  27  men  killed,  10  officers 
and  256  men  wounded,  1  officer  and  56  men  missing;  Second  Division, 
4  men  killed,  3  officers  and  29  men  wounded;  Third  Division,  1  officer 
and  19  men  killed,  14  officers  and  150  men  wounded,  1  officer  and  119 
men  missing;  aggregate,  690.  The  number  of  missing  is  in  excess  of 
the  number  reported  to  me  last  night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  36,  1865.    (Received  5.55  p.  m.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  flud  to-day  that  but  one  battle-flag  was  captured  yesterday,  instead 
of  two  as  reported  last  night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hbadquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865. 
Commanding  Ofpicbb  Second  Corps: 

General  Meade  desires  to  know  whether  the  seventeen  wounded 
rebels  in  hospital  are  included  in  your  report  of  prisoners. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865.    (Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  reported  this  morning  1 4  officers  and  327  men  prisoners,  and  in 
addition  to  these  1  officer  and  about  10  men  prisoners,  wounded,  in 
hospital.  The  17  men,  including  2  oJQficers,  reported  this  afternoon  as 
wounded  prisoners  in  hospital  are  the  same  as  referred  to  this  morning 
as  1  oflQcer  and  about  10  men,  and  are  in  addition  to  the  14  officers  and 
327  men;  making  the  total  16  officers  and  342  men. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  2t    1865—8.50  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Brigadier-General  Cooke,  commanding  brigade  of  Heth's  division, 
applied  for  a  truce  of  one-half  hour  for  the  purpose  of  searching  the 
vicinity  of  swamp  near  the  Watkins  house  for  dead  of  the  enemy.  By 
the  authority  granted  in  your  dispatch  the  truce  was  granted,  and  6 
o'clock  to  6.30  designated  as  the  time,  and  they  then  made  the  search. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  26,  1865—9.30  p.  m.     {Ee(;eived  9.45  p.  m.) 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  did  not  find  it  necessary  or  advisable  to  attempt  anything  upon  the 
enemy's  picket-line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Circular.]         Hdqrs.  Artillery  Brig.,  2d  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
Battery  commanders  are  hereby  directed  to  unhitch  and  unharness; 
but  should  there  be  any  firing  they  Avill  hitch  and  harness  immedi- 
ately. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hazard : 

A.  M.  E.  GORDON, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  36,  1865—10.38  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 
Please  inform  me  if  General  Griftin's  brigades  have  returned  to  their 
camp. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAREEN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865.    (Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
I  sent  them  back  last  evening.    1  thought  I  had  directed  General 
Griffin  to  report  to  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  during  the  night.    Large  fires 
like  picket-lines  were  observed  in  the  direction  of  the  Gravelly  Run 
farm. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headqitakters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
A  prisoner  from  Eleventh  Mississippi  just  received  from  First  Divis- 
ion. He  belongs  to  Davis'  brigade,  Heth's  division;  was  on  the  skir- 
mish line  near  Hatcher's  Run  all  day  yesterday;  reports  the  fight  a 
very  severe  one,  and  their  men  greatly  demoralized.  Does  not  know 
much  of  the  movements  of  the  rebel  forces.    He  will  be  sent  up  at  once. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—1.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Warren: 

General  Humphreys  reports  two  lines  of  battle,  with  strong  supports, 
in  rear  of  his  front.    General  Meade  desires  you  to  support  him  with 
vour  whole  corps,  if  necessary. 
^  1'  )  ■'  ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 

Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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.  [IndorsemeDt.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865— 1.30  p.  m. 
Division  commanders  will  at  once  get  their  troops  under  arms  and 
their  regiments  in  line  ready  to  move  to  any  point  at  a  moment's  notice. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865—1.20  p.  m. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Wainwright, 

Gommandmg  Artillery  Brigade: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
Colonel  Fitzhugh  to  take  charge  of  the  batteries  near  Hatcher's  Eun, 
and  to  remain  with  them.    The  batteries  at  that  point  will  be  moved 
up  near  these  headquarters  at  once. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Eawles, 

Commanding  Artillery,  Hatcher's  Bun  ; 

Lieutenant  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  batteries  hitched  up  and  ready  to  move  in  any  direction. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

N.  B. — As  soon  as  you  are  ready  move  your  batteries  up  near  thes3 
headquarters. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
General  Griffin: 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  it 
is  not  probable  you  will  be  called  on  this  evening.  You  need  not  Ijeep 
your  troops  under  arms  any  longer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Ayres  and  Crawford.) 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—9.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps : 
Major-General  Meade  is  desirous  of  knowing  your  casualties  yester- 
day.   About  what  loss?    We  Lave  10  battle-flags  and  over  3,000  pris- 
oners. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865—10.20  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb: 

I  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  get  a  full  return  of  the  casualties  yes- 
terday, but  will  send  it  as  soon  as  received.  Our  loss  will,  I  think, 
reach  400.  W^e  have  advanced  our  line  an  estimated  average  distance 
of  half  a  mile,  and  the  general  position,  which  is  better  than  the  old 
one,  has  been  well  strengthened  during  the  night. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865.    (Received  11  a.  m.) 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours 
our  picket-line  has  been  advanced  about  half  a  mile,  our  troops  now 
occupying  the  intrenched  picket-line  of  the  enemy.  Four  hundred 
and  thirty-one  prisoners  were  captured  and  forty-four  deserters  came 
in  during  the  night.  Our  casualties  will  be  between  400  and  500. 
Further  details  have  been  given  in  previous  dispatches. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—11.29  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright: 

Please  telegraph  the  names  of  the  commanding  officers  of  your  bri- 
gades engaged  yesterday  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865—11.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch  I  give  the  names  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  the  brigades  engaged  yesterday:  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Ham- 
blin.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  O,  Edwards, 
Third  Brigade,  First  Division;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Warner,  First 
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Brigade,  Second  Division;  Bvt. Maj.  Gen.  L.  A.  Grant,  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division;  Col.  T.  W.  Hyde,  First  Maine  Volunteers,  Third  Bri- 
gade, Second  Division;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Keifer,  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  36, 1865.     (Received  12,15  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
To  the  list  of  brigade  commanders  sent  you  this  morning  I  desire  to 
add  Bvt.  Maj.  George  W.  Adams,  First  Ehode  Island  Artillery,  com- 
manding Artillery  Brigade. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  36,  1865.    (Eeceived  6.10  p.  m.) 

Brevet  Major-General  Webb  : 

Only  three  rebel  wounded  were  included  in  the  number  of  prisoners 
reported  this  morning  as  captured  yesterday,  when  it  should  have  been 
eleven.  I  also  wish  to  correct  that  rei)ort,  since  the  aggregate  captured 
is  found  to  be  547,  instead  of  431,  the  excess  being  men  sent  through 
misapprehension  of  their  guards  directly  to  army  headquarters  and 
the  eight  rebel  wounded  not  previously  reported.  The  number  credited 
to  this  corps  by  the  provost-marshal-general  is  536;  add  11  wounded 
rebels  in  hospital  makes  the  aggregate  of  547,  as  above. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  36,  1865.    (Eeceived  6.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb  : 

As  1  did  not  open  the  communication  addressed  to  commanding 
officer  near  Jones'  house,  I  don't  know  the  purpose  mentioned  for  which 
a  suspension  of  hostilities  for  an  hour  is  to  be  granted. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

March  26, 1865—7.20  p.  m. 
Answered  by  General  Meade  in  note  to  General  Wright,  inclosing 
communication  referred  to. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

General  Heth,  rebel,  requests  suspension  of  hostilities  for  one  hour 
to  bury  dead.  I  thought  you  had  opened  the  letter,  since  it  was 
addressed  to  you. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 

With  a  view  to  probable  movements  of  the  corps,  all  surplus  bag- 
gage, material,  stores,  &c.,  will  be  sent  to  the  rear  to-morrow,  and  the 
troops  kept  in  condition  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  Four  days' 
rations  will  be  served  to  the  troops  and  eight  days'  rations  kept  in  the 
wagons,  in  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  circular  from 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  March  14,  1865.  The  troops  will , 
also  be  provided  with  the  amount  of  ammunition  specified  in  said  cir- 
cular. When  the  corps  moves  but  five  batteries  of  four  guns  each  will 
be  taken,  of  which  three  will  be  smooth-bore  and  two  rifled,  and  these 
will  be  provided  with  270  rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun.  The  bat- 
teries to  be  taken  will  be  designated  by  the  chief  of  artillery,  and  the 
remainder  will  be  sent  to  City  Point.  The  wagons  with  the  intrench- 
ing tools  will  be  assigned  to  the  respective  divisions  and  accompany 
them.  One-half  of  the  ambulances,  one  medical  wagon,  and  one  army 
wagon  with  hospital  supplies  to  each  brigade,  and  one  wagon  with 
forage  to  each  division;  ambulance  train  will  accompany  the  troops, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  ambulances  and  hospital  train  will  be  held 
subject  to  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
Division  commanders  will  have  their  troops  under  arms  at  4  a.  m, 
to-morrow,  and  will  remain  so  until  one  hour  after  daylight.  Also,  at  4 
a.  m.  the  picket-line  of  the  respective  divisions  will  be  supported  by  two 
regiments,  at  least  equal  in  strength  to  their  present  picket  detail,  to 
remain  in  position  until  it  is  light  enough  to  plainly  distinguish  the 
enemy's  position.  The  artillery  will  also  be  held  in  readiness  as  above. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  oflficers  of  the  day,  corps  and  division,  report  that  the  right  of 
your  picket-line  has  not  advanced  so  far  as  our  left,  and  that  the  latter 
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has  in  consequence  been  compelled  to  incline  to  the  rear,  leaving  the 
old  rebel  picket-line  in  order  to  keep  up  the  connection.  Can  this  be 
corrected  by  an  advance  of  your  right? 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps : 
I  have  sent  out  to  ascertain  about  the  right  of  my  picket-line,  and 
will  inform  you  as  soon  as  I  learn  the  condition  existing  there.  1  must 
correct  your  statement,  however.  I  took  the  enemy's  intrenched 
picket-line  on  my  front,  from  near  my  right  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Arm- 
strong house,  some  time  before  the  Sixth  Corps  took  any  part  of  the 
intrenched  picket-line  in  their  front,  and  the  right  of  my  rear  picket- 
line  had  to  be  refused  from  the  enemy's  old  picket-line  because  the 
picket-liTie  of  the  Sixth  Corjjs  had  not  advanced,  instead  of  the  reverse. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  86,  1865—1.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
Having  referred  your  telegram  to  General  Miles,  commanding  the 
right  division  of  the  corps,  he  says:  "My  line  is  as  far  advanced  as 
that  of  the  Sixth  Corps  on  my  right."  I  have  sent  a  request  to  the 
officer  of  the  day  on  the  line  of  the  Sixth  Corps  on  my  right  to  advance 
his  line  with  mine  so  as  to  strengthen  it.  I  will  send  a  staff  oflBcer  to 
advance  the  right  of  my  line  if  the  Sixth  Corps  will  keep  up  connec- 
tion . 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,   Commanding. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865. 
Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Nothing  unusual  has  transpired  since  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  yes- 
terday and  the  re  establishment  of  our  lines.  The  usual  picket  firing 
was  kept  up  during  the  night.  Two  deserters  from  Sixth  North  Caro- 
lina, Lewis'  brigade,  came  in.  One  of  them  states  that  Scales'  brigade 
was  engaged  yesterday.  Three  regiments  from  the  Third  Division 
remained  on  the  main  line  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Stedman  during  the 
night.  As  soon  as  General  Willcox  can  relieve  these  regiments  I  will 
return  the  Third  Division  to  its  old  position. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

M<yor- General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
General  Webb: 

Two  more  deserters  from  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  have  just  been 
reported.  A  staff  oflBcer  from  General  Davies  desires  to  know  whether 
or  not  General  D[avies]  can  relieve  the  cavalry  brigade  on  duty  here 
with  the  dismounted  men. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—10.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  authorizes  you  to  relieve  the  cav- 
alry and  return  it  to  General  Davies  whenever  you  shall  be  able  to 
place  Hartranft  in  reserve  again. 

ALEX,  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  and.  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Ninth  Corps: 

General  Meade  desires  to  know  the  number  of  prisoners  taken  by 
you  yesterday  according  to  your  latest  returns.  How  many  rebel 
wounded  have  you,  and  are  they  included  in  the  return's! 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865—3.05  p.  m. 

Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
1  have  the  honor  to  report  total  number  of  prisoners  received,  1,949, 
including  offlcers,  71.     Of  the  total,  191  were  wounded,  of  whom  21 
have  since  died. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865.    (Eeceived  3.10  p.  m.) 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staf: 
I  have  it  from  two  or  three  sources  that  the  rebel  general  Terry 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  engagement  yesterday. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-Oeneral. 
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Headquarteks  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Tidball, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 
General:   The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  troops  up  at  4  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  ready  for  any  emergency 
that  may  arise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  0.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  division  commanders.) 


Headqttarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lydig, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  colors  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  South  Carolina  and  Fifth  North  Carolina  Regiments,  captured 
yesterday  by  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  and  Fifty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  respectively,  making  eight  flags  cap- 
tured by  this  division.  I  will  send  names  of  captors  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  26,  1865. 
Adjt.  Gen.  John  Eobertson, 

Detroit,  Mich. : 
We  fairly  have  wiped  out  the  Mine  affair.    My  division  captured  8 
flags  and  953  prisoners.     The  Second,  Seventeenth,  and  Twentieth 
Michigan  Infantry  fought  with  their  accustomed  valor. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  26,  1865. 
General  Webb, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Nothing  of  moment  has  occurred  on  my  line.  Scouting  [parties] 
sent  out  before  daylight  this  a.  m.  have  returned,  seeing  no  indication 
of  presence  of  an  enemy.  How  long  is  the  brigade  sent  to  General 
Parke  yesterday  to  remain  there? 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
„  .      „  March  26,  1865—12.10  v.  m. 

Major-General  Da  vies, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 
The  cavalry  brigade  will  be  sent  to  report  to  you  by  General  Parke 
as  soon  as  bis  reserve  division  shall  be  withdrawn. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  26,  1865—11.45  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Davies, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 
General:  Tlje  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  when 
you  are  ordered  to  move  by  Major-General  Sheridan  you  will  withdraw 
all  your  pickets,  and  that  when  you  leave  you  will  direct  a  small  and 
efBcient  regiment  of  not  less  than  300  men  to  report  to  Major-General 
Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps.  This  regiment  will  not,  however,  be 
transferred  from  your  returns. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Jones'  Landing,  March  26,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  J)avies, 

Gomdg.  Second  Cav.  Div.,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  informs  me  that  your  division  will  be  under 
my  command,  and  directs  me  to  notify  you  to  have  arrangements  made 
so  that  at  a  moment's  warning  you  can  start  with  all  your  effective 
force,  supplied  as  follows :  One  hundred  and  forty  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion per  man,  40  on  their  person  and  100  rounds  in  wagons  lightly 
loaded  and  with  good  teams;  five  days'  rations,  to  be  carried  on  the 
persons  of  the  men ;  and  thirty  pounds  of  forage  on  each  horse.  You 
will,  in  addition,  take  with  you  in  wagons  ten  days'  rations  of  coffee, 
sugar,  and  salt. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  op  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  26, 1865—10.30  a.  m. 
General  Eawlins, 

City  Point: 

One  or  two  brigades  of  Pickett's  are  reported  moving  yesterday  from 

enemy's  left  toward  their  right  and  bridge  over  the  James.    I  should 

like  to  know  when  General  Sheridan  gets  over,  or  if  the  Deep  Bottom 

Bridge  will  be  ready  for  my  use  to-morrow  morning.    I  shall  require  it. 

E.  O.  C.  OED. 
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City  Point,  March  26,  1865—10.50  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  G.  Ord: 

General  Sheridan  will  cross  all  his  men  to-day,  and  the  bridge  will  oe 
returned  and  be  ready  for  your  use  by  midnight  to-night.- 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  26,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point : 
Twenty  deserters  from  the  enemy  have  been  received  since  yester- 
day. 

THEODOEE  EEAD, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  March  26, 1865. — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

I  am  now  starting  a  tug  to  the  pontoon  bridge  with  maps  for  you. 
Please  send  some  one  down  to  the  bridge,  where  Sheridan  is  crossing, 
to  receive  them. 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  26,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
I  shall  leave  my  wood  pontoons  on  the  river.    Will  I  want  any  can- 
vas pontoons  or  engineer  troops? 

B.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  op  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  26, 1865 — 12.45  p.  m. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Sharpe, 

City  Point: 
Deserters  from  the  reserves  left  Eichmond  about  9  o'clock  yesterday 
evening;  say  Pickett's  division  arrived  there  yesterday  morning  en 
route  for  Petersburg,  but  the  order  was  countermanded,  and  they 
marched  back  toward  the  left  at  about  11  in  the  forenoon.  One  of 
them  talked  with  men  of  Corse's  brigade, 

FEED.  L,  MANNING, 
Provost-Marshal-  General. 
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Headquakters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Office  OF  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

March  26,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  Bead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
General  :  The  signal  sergeant  on  Cobb's  Hill  Tower  reports  that 
'•  at  10.40  a.  m.  another  extra  train  of  ten  cars,  heavily  loaded  with 
troops,  passed  the  Junction,  going  toward  Petersburg." 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 
>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  37.  )  Be/ore  Richmond,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 

I.  Foster's  and  Turner's  divisions  of  the  Twenty -fourth  Corps  will  be 
prepared  to  march  at  —  p.  m.  on  the  27th  instant.  Order  of  march : 
First,  Turner's  division;  second,  Anthony's  battery;  third,  ambulances 
of  Turner's  division  and  Anthony's  battery ;  fourth,  Foster's  division ; 
hfth,  Elder's  and  Muhlenberg's  batteries;  sixth,  ambulances  of  Fos- 
ter's division  and  Elder's  and  Muhlenberg's  batteries;  seventh,  ammu- 
nition and  medical  wagons  of  general  and  division  headquarters  trains; 
eighth,  commissary  trains,  in  the  same  order  as  the  troops;  ninth, 
quartermaster's  trains. 

II.  The  infantry  will  carry  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  in  the  boxes 
and  sixty  rounds  per  man  will  be  taken  in  wagons.  Troops  of  all  arms 
will  carry  four  days'  rations  in  their  haversacks  and  eight  days'  rations 
for  the  whole  command  will  be  taken  in  wagons. 

III.  A  strong  guard  will  march  in  the  rear  of  each  division  and  will 
take  stringent  measures  to  prevent  straggling. 

IV.  No  citizens,  other  than  Government  employes  and  officers'  serv- 
ants, or  wagons,  carts,  or  other  means  of  transportation,  except  such  as 
belong  to  the  Government,  will  be  allowed  to  accompany  the  command. 
The  provost-marshal  will  place  guards  at  all  convenient  points  and 
prevent  the  passage  of  all  unauthorized  persons  or  means  of  transpor- 
tation. 

V.  The  allowance  of  transportation  for  the  command  will  be  in  accord- 
ance with  General  Orders,  No.  37,  current  series,  headquarters  Armies 
of  the  United  States. 

VI.  Chiefs  of  staft  departments  will  give  all  necessary  orders  and 
details  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon: 

EDWAKD  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Richmond,  March  26, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Foster, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  :  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps, 
the  Twenty-third  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers  wiU  break  camp  to-mor- 
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row  morning  at  7  o'clock  and  proceed  to  Deep  Bottom,  reporting  on 
their  arrival  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner,  commanding  Independent 
Division. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865. 

Col.  S.  H.  Egberts, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

Upon  your  arrival  outside  the  works  you  will  dispose  of  your  troops 
in  tlie  following  manner:  You  will  occupy  the  camps  and  the  line  of 
works  noAv  occupied  and  held  by  Colonel  Fairchild's  (formerly  General 
Jourdau's)  brigade,  who  is  to  move  his  troops  to  the  rear  upon  your 
arrival.  Your  brigade  being  larger,  you  will  occupy  as  much  ground 
to  the  left  as  possible  after  covering  Colonel  Fairchild's  line.  Cai)tain 
Deacon,  acting  aide-de-camp,  will  hand  you  this  order  in  person,  and 
render  you  what  assistance  you  may  desire,  and  report  to  these  head- 
quarters as  soon  as  the  disposition  of  your  command  is  completed.  You 
will  relieve  the  picket  of  Colonel  Fairchild's  brigade. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Devens : 

GEO.  W.  HOOKEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  26,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Eead, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Officer  of  the  day  reports  change  in  enemy's  line  in  our  front.    New 
troops  on  picket  with  fancy  uniform,  i)robably  Richmond  reserves. 
Pickets  increased  in  number. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Infantry  Division,  Army  of  the  James, 

March  36,  1863. 

Brevet  Brigadier-Geueral  McKibbin, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

Sir  :  You  will  have  a  staff  officer  sent  out  to  some  prominent  place 

on  your  picket-line  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy.    Caution 

your  whole  line  to  do  the  same,  and  report  the  least  movement  to  these 

headquarters.    The  enemy  are  evidently  moving  troops  from  our  front. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero : 

GEO.  A.  HICKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

(Same  to  Col.  G.  C.  Kibbe,  commanding  Second  Brigade.) 
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Hdqrs.  Defenses  op  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va,, 

March  36, 1865. 
Commanding  Officer, 

Battery  Button: 

It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  is  \yithdrawing  from  a  portion  of  our 
front  and  that  changes  are  being  made.  Keep  a  constant  lookout  and 
report  promptly  any  changes  of  any  kind  you  may  observe.  Send 
reports  to  Battery  Anderson  to  be  transmitted  to  the  signal  party. 

GEO,  L.  HAETSUFF, 

MajorGeneral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Iilarch  3f),  1865—8.40  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Eead  : 

Colonel:  A  deserter  from  the  Fifteenth  Virginia,  Corse's  brigade, 
Pickett's  division,  reports  its  position  yesterday  morning  the  same  that 
it  has  occupied  for  the  past  week  on  the  "Williamsburg  road,  about 
three  miles  nearer  Eichmond  than  Savage  Station.  Another  deserter 
from  a  heavy  artillery  company  stationed  at  Chaffln's  farm  stat^  that 
he  has  heard  that  they  were  mining  opposite  Fort  Harrison,  but  has 
never  seen  the  mine.  He  says  that  he  thinks  the  work  has  been  dis- 
continued, and  states  that  the  report  was  that  they  were  only  construct- 
ing listening  galleries.  The  order  for  the  command  to  move  in  after 
General  Turner  has  been  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EANALD   S.  MACKENZIE, 
Brigadier- General,  TT.  S.  Volunteers,  Comd^.  Cavalry  Division. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Eastern  Virginia, 

No.  18.  )  Norfolk,  Va.,  March  26,  1865. 

Maj.  Wickham  HoflFmaii,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers, 
having  been  ordered  by  th6  War  Dejiartnient  to  report  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  Canby,  commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  at  these  headquarters.  Lieut.  Col.  T.  H. 
Harris,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  having  reported  at 
these  lieadquarters  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  headquarters  depart- 
ment, is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  adjutant- general  of  the 
District  of  Eastern  Virginia,  and  is  announced  as  such.  He  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon : 

WICKHAM  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

No.  28.  )  Jones'  Landing,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 

The  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m.  in  the  following  order: 
First,  Third  Division;  second,  First  Division;  third,  trains.  The 
commanding  ofBcer  of  the  First  Division  will  throw  one  regiment  in 


192  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Cbap.  LTin. 

rear  of  the  trains,  and  during  the  march  will  leave  guides  when  neces- 
sary to  direct  the  trains  on  the  proper  road.  The  command  will  march 
to  Meade's  old  station,  on  the  military  railroad  from  City  Point. 

W.  MEEEITT, 
Brevet  Major- Oeneral. 


Jones'  Landing,  March  26, 1865. 
Capt.  Channing  Clapp, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Engineer  Brigade  : 
Left  City  Point  at  11.10  last  night.  Arrived  here  at  3.15  this  morn- 
ing. Bridge  ready  for  use  at  6.30  a.  m.,  but  was  not  used  till  1  o'clock. 
Experienced  much  trouble  in  building  approaches,  owing  to  the  very  low 
tide.  As  soon  as  my  men  have  a  few  hours'  rest  I  will  replace  the 
bridge  in  its  original  position  and  return  to  City  Point. 

T.  LUBEY, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 


Jones'  Landing,  March  26, 1865. 
Capt.  Channing  Clapp, 

■    Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Your  dispatch  received.    I  have  just  reported.    I  would  have  done 
so  this  morning,  but  I  did  not  leave  bridge  till  6.15  this  evening,  when 
crossing  was  completed. 

T.  LUBEY, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  26, 1865. 
Major-General  Hancock,  Winchester : 

The  modification  of  General  Stevenson's  order  is  satisfactory.  My 
attention  was  called  to  the  subject  by  complaints  of  West  Virginians, 
who  thought  that  except  in  certain  cases  parties  should  be  suftered  to 
remain.    As  the  matter  is  under  your  observation  I  leave  it  with  you. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  26, 1865—1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock,  Winchester,  Va.:  ' 

General  Grant  is  opposed  to  giving  up  Winchester  for  the  present. 
If  Lee  should  fall  back  to  Lynchburg  your  forces  will  be  required  in 
West  Virginia.  If  he  should  move  against  Sherman  your  available 
forces  will  be  required  elsewhere.  General  Grant  cannot  decide  defi- 
nitely till  Lee's  plans  are  more  developed.  He  wants  you,  however,  to 
be  ready  for  the  field  at  any  moment  with  all  your  available  forces. 
The  number  you  can  take  with  you  will,  of  course,  depend  much  upon 
your  line  of  operations,  which  cannot  be  determined  at  present.  In 
regard  to  organizing  the  Eighth  Corps,  no  one  has  yet  been  suggested 
as  corps  commander.  Do  you  recommend  any  one  1  I  have  telegraphed 
to  General  Grant  for  his  opinion. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquaktebs  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  26,  1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

.  Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  With  respect  to  the  Eighth  Corps,  my  intentiou  was  to 
suggest  the  formation  iuto  a  corps  of  all  the  infantry  troops  not  required 
along  the  railroad,  and  to  recommend  Major-Geueral  Couch  for  the 
command.  I  do  not  know  a  more  reliable  major-general.  But  I  did 
not  propose  to  include  the  troops  along  the  railroad,  many  of  whom  are 
enlisted  for  that  special  service.  There  is  also  a  considerable  amount 
of  cavalry  in  the  department.  Would  it  form  part  of  the  corps  ?  I  do 
not  see  the  advantage  of  the  corps  organization  unless  composed  of 
the  troops  likely  to  serve  together  here  or  elsewhere.  The  department 
commander  of  West  Virginia  and  his  district  commanders  can,  ordi- 
narily, manage  aflairs  along  the  railroad  with  the  troops  permanently 
under  their  command.  But  it  seems  to  me  in  forming  a  corps  it  would 
be  better  to  exclude  the  troops  along  the  railroad.  A  corps  could  be 
composed  of  the  remains  of  the  Nineteenth — two  new  divisions  under 
Generals  Brooke  and  Egan,  and,  I  hope,  another  under  General  Carroll. 
If  the  corps  so  formed  was  called  on  for  service  elsewhere  the  cavalry 
falling  under  command  of  the  department  commander  would,  with  the 
permanent  garrisons,  suffice  to  protect  the  railroad. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Harper's  Ferry,  March  36,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester  : 
1  will  be  at  Stephenson's  Depot  by  this  afternoon  train,  and  will  come 
up  to-morrow  to  report.    If  necessary  1  can  come  up  to-night. 

W.  H.  EMOEY, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  March  26, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  One  hundred  and   ninety-lifth  Ohio   arrived  to-day  and  were 
sent  to  Charlestown. 
Respectfully, 

^  JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  26,  1865. 
General  J.  D.  Stevenson: 

Please  inform  General  Brooke  that  Colonel  Duryea,  Seventh  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  him  for  assign- 
ment to  the  command  of  a  brigade.    He  will  probably  arrive  to-morrow. 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  26,  1865. 
Geueral  S.  S.  Carroll, 

Gmnherland: 
The  order  of  General  Stevenson  and  your  modification  concerning 
deserters  from  rebel  army  have  been  laid  before  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  approves  of  the  modification.  The  general  desires  it  to  be 
understood  that  only  those  persons  are  to  be  moved  Horth  who  are 
considered  dangerous  by  their  loyal  neighbors  or  the  governor,  and 
wishes  your  modification  to  be  generally  known,  so  that  no  trouble  may 
arise  hereafter. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General,  dtc. 


Headquarters  Middle  Department, 

Baltimore,  March  26,  1865. 
Colonel  Sew  ALL, 

Commanding  Officer,  Annapolis : 
Do  the  best  you  can  to  capture  Boyle.  General  Tyler  has  been 
directed  to  send  a  squadron  of  cavalry  to  report  to  you,  but  it  will  be 
over  twenty-four  hours  before  it  Avill  reach  you.  Call  upon  the  nearest 
commanding  ofiftcer  in  General  Augur's  department  for  assistance  if 
you  need  it.  Perhaps  he  can  give  you  some  cavalry  at  once. 
By  order,  &c. : 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  March  26, 1865. 

(Received  8  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Brigadier-General  Morris  directs  me  to  call  upon  nearest  command- 
ing officer  in  Major-Geueral  Augur's  department  for  assistance  in 
arresting  murderers  of  Captain  Watkins.  Have  you  any  cavalry  in 
Prince  George's  or  Calvert  Counties  ?  If  so,  will  you  i)lease  direct  them 
to  aid  in  the  capture  of  these  men.  I  have  sent  a  staff  offlcer  to  Crowns- 
ville  and  Upper  Marlborough,  who  will  communicate  all  necessary 
intelligence.  General  Morris  informs  me  that  cavalry  from  bis  depart- 
ment will  report  to  me  to-morrow.  1  shall  send  it  to  Prince  George's, 
Calvert,  and  Charles  Counties.  Governor  Bradford  informs  me  he  has 
communicated  with  Major-General  Augur. 

F.  D.  SEWALL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  27,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  battle  of  the  25th  resulted  in  the  following  loss  on  our  side :  Sec- 
ond Corps — killed,  51;  wounded,  462;  missing,  177.  Sixth  Corps — 
killed,  47;  wounded,    401:    missing,    30.    Ninth    Corps — killed,  68; 
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wounded,  337 ;  missing,  506.  Our  captures  were :  by  the  Second  Corps, 
365;  Sixth  Corps,  469;  Ninth  Corps,  1,949.  The  Second  and  Sixth 
Corps  pushed  forward  and  captured  the  enemy's  strong  intrenched 
picket-line  and  turned  it  against  him,  and  still  hold  it.  In  trying  to 
retake  this  the  battle  was  continued  until  8  o'clock  at  night,  the  enemy 
losing  very  heavy.  Humphreys  estimates  the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  his 
front  at  three  times  his  own,  and  General  Wright  estimates  it  in  his 
front  as  double.  The  enemy  sent  a  flag  of  truce  yesterday  for  permis- 
sion to  collect  his  wounded  and  bury  his  dead,  which  were  between 
what  had  been  their  picket-line  and  their  main  line  of  fortifications. 
The  permission  was  granted. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  37,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  annexed  order  has  been  made.*  General  Hartranft's  appoint- 
ment as  brevet  has  been  made  and  forwarded  to  you  by  mail.  Cruft's 
command  is  embarking. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  49.  ]  Washington,  March  27,  1865. 

By  direction  of  the  President,  the  following  assignments  are  hereby 
made: 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke,  to  the  command  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

III.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  to  the  command  of  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps. 

IV.  All  other  troops  in  North  Carolina  not  belonging  to  corps  in 
General  Sherman's  army  will  constitute  the  Tenth  Army  Corps,  of 
which  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry  is  assigned  to  the  command. 

Bv  order  ot  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1865—1  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Ord  telegraphs  t  he  is  directed  to  take  the  position  occupied 
by  the  Second  Corps,  and  his  command  will  be  at  Broadway  by  noon 
to-morrow  ready  to  move.  This  would  indicate  his  crossing  the  bridge 
by  davlight  and  making  known  his  movement  to  the  enemy.  Do  you 
intend  this,  and  do  you  design  he  should  occupy  Humphreys'  line'?    I 

"  *  See  next, post. 

tSeell.30a.  m.,p.  209. 
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do  not  know  of  any  objection  to  the  latter,  except  his  troops  will  not  be 
quite  so  well  in  hand  as  if  massed  near  Hatcher's  Kun.  I  think,  how- 
ever, his  movement  ought  to  be  concealed  from  the  enemy  if  practicable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  27,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

General  Ord  draws  his  troops  out  of  the  position  they  now  occupy 
to-night.  They  cannot  march  at  night,  however,  the  whole  distance 
without  losing  a  great  number  of  men  by  straggling,  and  as  they  will 
be  in  view  of  the  enemy  most  of  the  time  after  they  reach  Broadway 
Landing  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  conceal  his  movement.  His 
instructions  are  to  get  up  so  as  to  relieve  the  Second  Corps  pickets  as 
early  on  Wednesday  as  pos.sible.  I  will  also  instruct  Ord  to  conceal 
his  movements  from  the  enemy  if  he  can.  It  is  only  the  place  of  the 
pickets  of  the  Second  Corps  that  Ord  will  replace,  and  the  command 
will  be  in  compact  marching  order  near  to  Hatcher's  Eun. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  37, 1865. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

A  prisoner  who  returned  from  Richmond  makes  the  following  state- 
ment: 

I  saw  General  McLaughlen  yesterday  morning  in  Richmond.  He  wished  lue  to 
communicate  with  General  Grant  that  the  works  in  front  of  Battery  5  were  not 
strong  enough.  The  enemy  intended  to  make  another  demonstration  on  that  point 
and  was  strengthening  his  own  works  on  that  line. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 
Major-General  Meade: 

General  Sherman  is  here  and  will  remain  until  about  noon  to-morrow. 
I  did  not  ask  you  to  come  in  to-night  because  I  did  not  know  but  you 
might  be  needed  where  you  are  in  the  morning.  If  all  is  quiet  suppose 
you  come  in  to-morrow  morning. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1865—10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  will  be  at  City  Point  by  9  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  will  be  most  happy 
to  see  General  Sherman,  and  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 
Major-General  Meade: 

The  Chronicle  of  yesterday  gives  my  dispatches  differently  from  what 
they  were  written.  I  had  no  estimate  of  our  losses  in  the  Ninth  Corps, 
and  placed  our  loss  there  at  about  800,  probably  less.  The  enemy's  loss 
in  front  of  that  corps  I  estimated  at  3,000  all  told,  killed,  wounded,  and 
captured.  I  was  not  aware  at  the  time  the  published  dispatches  were 
written  that  the  Sixth  Corps  had  accomplished  anything  or  lost  any- 
thing. Subsequent  dispatches,  which  will  probably  be  published  in 
to-day's  papers,  give  the  latest  information  corrected,  so  far  as  I  know  it. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headqitaetebs  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 
Office  of  Provost-Mabshal-General, 

March  57, 1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Shaepe, 

City  Point: 
Steuart's  brigade,  of  Pickett's  division,  arrived  in  our  front  yesterday 
morning;  is  camped  near  Battery  45;  said  to  be  all  of  the  division  that 
came  this  way.    No  other  changes  of  importance. 

J.  C.  B[ABCOCK]. 


Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  27,  1865—6.30  p.  m. 

Major  Paine, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Lieutenant  Benson, 

Adjutant,  Signal  Corps,  Arrny  of  the  Potomac  : 
All  quiet  this  p.  m.    At  1.30  p.  m.  a  train  of  four  box-cars  passed 
toward  Eichmond.    At  4  p.  m.  a  company  infantry  drilling  on  Dunn's 
Hill.    The  following  have  been  intercepted : 

10.15  A.  M. 

Major  P.: 
One  company  infantry  just  paased  Battery  5  toward  enemy's  left. 

W., 
Sergeant,  at  D. 

11.40  A.  M. 
Colonel  B. : 
No  change.    Two  gnn-boats  oif  Port  Walthall ;  one  below  Point  of  Rocks. 

R., 
Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

12.40  P.  M. 
Major  P. : 

The  body  of  cavalry  reported  abont  a  brigade  took  forty  minutes  at  a  walk  to  pass 
a  given  point,  and  was  ioUowed  by  six  wagons.  Three  more  bodies,  supposed  to  be 
regiments,  passed  to  enemy's  left. 

Sergeant,  at  D. 
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From  Weisiger's  front : 

Colonel  B. . 

At  10  raoming  two  regiments  infantry  on  drill  behind  Ba+tery  A  and  two  to  right 
of  Battery  C.  At  12  m.,  one  regiment  infantry  drilling  behind'Battery  A  and  one  to 
right  of  Battery  C. 

E., 
Sergeant,  at  C, 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5   P.  M. 
Major  P. ; 
One  train  of  fifteen  box-cara  loaded  -with  troops  inst  pasaed  toward  enemy's  left. 

W., 
Sergeant,  at  D. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 


Spectal  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  02.  )  City  Point,  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  commanding  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  for  assignment  to  command  of  cavalry. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27, 1865. 

The  following  movements  of  the  corps  of  this  army  are  ordered: 

First.  At  3  a.  m.  of  the  29th  instant  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Major- 
General  Warren  commanding,  will  move  to  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's 
Run  at  W.  Perkins'  house;  ttence  west  to  the  junction  of  the  old  stage 
road  and  the  Vaughan  road,  and  from  this  point  will  open  communi- 
cations with  the  Second  Corps  on  the  Vaughan  road.  This  accom- 
plished, the  Fifth  Corps  will  be  moved  to  occupy  a  position  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dinwiddle  Court-House. 

Second.  At  6  a.  m.  of  the  same  day  the  Second  Corps,  Major-General 
Humphreys  commanding,  leaving  their  pickets  to  be  relieved  by  troops 
from  Major-General  Ord's  command,  will  move  down  the  Vaughan  road, 
cross  Hatcher's  Eun  and  Gravelly  Eun,  and  open  communication  with 
Major-General  Warren's  corps.  This  done,  the  Second  Corps  will  be 
posted  at  the  intersection  of  the  old  stage  road  and  Quaker  or  military 
road. 

Third.  The  Sixth  Army  Corps  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  abandon 
the  line  of  works  now  held  by  it,  under  orders  from  these  headquarters, 
when  its  line  of  march  will  be  indicated.  The  commanding  officer  of 
the  Sixth  Army  Corps  will  occupy  the  line  of  works  to  Fort  Cummings, 
putting  the  surplus  artillery  in  the  rear  line  of  works. 

Fourth.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  will  hold 
his  present  line  until  notified  of  the  abandonment  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
line  by  that  corps,  when  he  will  take  up  the  return  from  Fort  Davis  to 
his  left. 

Fifth.  The  Second,  Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Ninth  Corps  will  be  supplied 
as  directed  in  circular  of  March  14, 1865,  from  these  headquarters. 
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Sixth.  The  trains  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  not  directed  to  go 
with  the  troops,  and  tlie  general  headquarters  train,  will  be  parked 
under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  in  the  neighborhood  of  W.  Perkins'  house,  on  Hatcher's 
Run,  and  will  be  guarded  by  the  Provisional  Brigade  and  Colonel 
Spaulding's  command,  Engineer  Brigade. 

Seventh.  The  trains  of  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corp.s  will  be  held  in 
readiness  to  move,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  qnartermaster  of 
tlie  Army  of  the  I'otomac. 

Eighth.  The  chief  engineer  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  detail  a  pon- 
toon train  of  about  100  feet  of  bridge  to  accompany  the  Fifth  Corps  to 
Hatcher's  Kun.  The  remainder  of  the  train  will  await  orders  in  their 
present  camps,  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  within  lines  of  the  Ninth 
Corps,  and  eventually  to  City  Point,  unless  other  orders  be  sent  to  them. 

Ninth.  The  commanding  officer  cavalry  division  will  at  once  prepare 
his  command  to  move  under  the  special  instructions  sent  to  him. 

Tenth.  Each  corps  will  be  prepared  to  move  with  five  four-gun  bat- 
teries (three  smooth-bore  and  two  rifled),  instead  of  with  nine  four-gun 
batteries,  ordered  in  paragraijh  6  of  circular  of  March  14.  But  one  bat- 
tery wagon  will  be  taken  with  Second  and  Fifth  Corps,  the  remainder 
will  be  parked  with  general  train  at  W.  Perkins'  house.  The  artillery 
will  iu  all  other  respects  be  made  to  correspond  to  instructions  of  that 
paragraph. 

Eleventh.  With  each  corps  will  be  taken  the  intrenching  tools,  one- 
half  the  ambulances,  one  medical  wagon,  one  army  wagon  with  hospital 
supplies  to  each  brigade,  and  OTie  army  wagon  with  forage  to  each 
division  ambulance  train.  The  remainder  of  the  ambulance  train  of 
the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  will  be  parked  with  the  general  train  at 
W.  Perkins'. 

Twelfth.  Ammunition  wagons  sufficient  to  carry  twenty  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man  will  accompany  each  division. 

Thirteenth.  Maior-General  Parke  will  assume  command  of  the  line  of 
works  from  FortCummings  to  the  Appomattox,  including  the  defenses 
of  City  Point  and  the  troops  now  garrisoning  that  post  and  line  of 
works.  He  will  keep  np  a  threatening  attitude  with  the  force  at  his 
disposal,  and  in  case  he  should  discover  any  Aveakness  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  he  will  attack  at  once,  and  with  his  whole  force  if  neces- 
sary. With  the  cavalry  now  at  his  disposal  and  to  be  assigned  to 
him  ho  will  watch  and  picket  the  roads  in  rear  of  his  line. 

Fourteenth.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  division  will, 
before  leaving,  detail  a  mounted  regiment  to  report  to  Major-General 
Parke. 

Fifteenth.  General  headquarters  will  be  near  Second  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
A  ssistan  t  A  djutant-  Gen  era  I. 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Euggles,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Since  last  report  the  troops  of  Fifth  Corps  on  the  left  of  the  line  have 
been  relieved  by  a  part  of  Hays'  division  of  this  corps,  Battery  F,  First 
Pennsylvania  Artillery,  and  a  section  of  Battery  B,  First  Ehode  Island. 
A  deserter  from  Cooke's  brigade  came  in  last  night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Second.  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend,  A.  A.  G.,  U.  8.  Army,  WarDept.: 

General  :  Having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second 
Corps  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  beg  leave  to  present  the 
names  of  the  following  officers  for  appointment  as  aides-de-camp :  Lieat. 
and  Bvt.  Capt.  H.  H.  Humphreys,  One  hundred  and  twelfthPennsylvania 
Volunteers,  to  be  aide-de-camp,  with  the  rank  of  major.  Captain  Hum- 
phreys has  served  as  one  of  my  aides  ever  since  I  commanded  troops, 
and  was  recommended  for  promotion  by  brevet  for  distinguished  gal- 
lantry at  Fredericksburg  and  at  Gettysburg.  At  the  former  battle  he 
was  slightly,  and  at  the  latter  severely,  wounded.  Mr.  Henry  C.  Chris- 
tiancy,  of  Michigan,  to  be  aide-de-camp,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
Lieutenant  Christiancy  served  as  my  aide  from  Kovember,  1862,  to 
September,  1864,  and  was  recommended  for  promotion  by  brevet  for 
gallantry  at  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Gettysburg,  rendering 
me  very  intelligent  service  at  the  latter  battle. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 

Major-General  Meade,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  I  beg  leave  to  present  lor  your  consideration  a  statement 
concerning  the  position  in  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hazard,  chief  of 
artillery.  Second  Corps,  is  placed.  He  has  been,  I  understand,  for  a 
very  long  period  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Second  Corps,  rendering  in 
that  capacity  efficient  service  highly  creditable  to  him.  In  common 
with  the  chiefs  of  artillery  of  the  other  corps  of  the  army,  he  received  a 
promotion  of  one  grade  by  brevet  for  his  services.  But  as  he  was  major 
of  an  artillery  regiment,  while  the  others  were  colonels  of  such  regi- 
ments, he  received  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  while  they 
received  that  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet,  the  service  being  in  each 
case  of  a  similar  character.  Tl»e  return  of  a  large  number  of  general 
officers  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  may  result  in  the  displacement  of 
Colonel  Hazard  from  his  position,  simply  because  he  has  not  the  rank  of 
a  general  officer.  In  view  of  that  fact  and  of  his  services  as  chief  of 
artillery  of  the  Second  Corps  (which,  during  the  period  I  have  com- 
manded the  corps,  have  been  in  every  respect  creditable  to  him),  I 
would  suggest  that  he  should  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general  by  brevet,  and  I  recommend  him  cordially  for  that  rank. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,- 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1865—6.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

General  Grant  telegraphs  that  the  Chronicle  of  yesterday  gives  his 
dispatches  differently  from  what  they  were  written.  Subsequent  dis- 
patches will  give  the  latest  information. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
(Same  to  Major-General  Wright  and  Parke.) 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

2«fo.  28.  )  March  27, 1865. 

The  attention  of  all  officers  is  called  to  the  wasteful  use  of  ammunition 
in  time  ©faction.  A  great  deal  of  random  firing  is  indulged  in  by  the  men, 
which  is  perfectly  useless  and  must  be  restrained  by  the  ofiQcers,  Men 
are  often  seen  going  to  the  rear  while  their  regiments  are  engaged,  their 
only  excuse  being  that  they  are  without  ammunition.  This  will  be  no 
excuse.  Ammunition  can  always  be  procured  close  behind  the  line  of 
battle,  but  must  be  sent  for  by  brigade  or  regimental  commanders. 
The  troops  should  rely  more  upon  the  bayonet,  which  is  the  most  power- 
ful weapon.  On  the  last  campaign  several  regiments  broke  up  and 
scattered  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner.  All  commanders  will  main- 
tain the  organizations  of  their  commands  under  all  circumstances, 
whether  it  be  a  regiment,  company,  or  platoon.  If  a  regiment  receive 
orders  to  advance  or  fall  back,  it  will  do  so  in  good  order,  and  every 
officer  must  know  where  all  his  men  are  and  hold  them  well  in  hand,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  move  them  in  a  body  in  any  direction.  In  the  coming 
campaign  any  organization  which  breaks  and  disperses  in  the  manner 
above  referred  to  will  berecomuiended  to  be  disbanded.  When  attacked 
by  the  enemy,  the  skirmish-line,  instead  of  falling  back  at  once  upon 
the  main  line,  will  resist  to  the  utmost  and  contest  every  foot  of  ground. 
If  fairly  compelled  to  retire,  the  skirmishers  will  be  assembled  upon  the 
flanks  of  the  regiments  in  their  rear  aud  participate  in  the  engagement 
there.  Brigade  commanders  will  never  allow  skirmishers  to  pass  to 
the  rear  of  the  line  of  battle.  They  will  rally  on  it,  and  fight  with  it, 
and  when  the  enemy  are  repulsed  will  be  again  advanced.  The  com- 
manding general  takes  this  opportunity  to  express  his  gratification  at 
the  gallant  and  determined  manner  in  which  the  division  fought  on  the 
25th  instant.  It  was  attacked  outside  its  works  by  superior  numbers 
of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  and  the  attack  was  repulsed  aud  the  enemy  hand- 
somely whipped  and  forced  back  to  his  works.  Jlvery  regiment  did  its 
duty,  and  scarcely  a  single  skulker  or  coward  was  noticed  in  the  rear. 
The  coolness  and  skill  of  the  officers  and  the  valor  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  troops  throughout  the  command  demonstrates  their  superiority  over 
the  enemy  and  justifies  their  commander  in  the  confidence  which  he 
reposes  in  them. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles : 

ElCHb.  A.  BROWN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


'  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  37, 1865.     (Received  8.45  a.  m.) 

Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  during  the  past  twenty-four 
hours.  One  prisoner  from  tlie  Eleventh  Mississippi  and  one  deserter 
from  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry,  both  forwarded  to  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  General  of  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  37, 1865—11.50  a.  m. 

Major-General  Weight, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  has  learned  with  regret  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  picket-line  taken  up  by  you  on  the  25th  has  been  taken  from 
you  by  the  enemy.  If  not  considered  by  you  important  to  be  retained, 
he  considers  that  you  would  have  done  better  had  you  retired  from  it 
the  first  night.  At  present  he  feels  disposed  to  see  it  recaptured  and 
is  not  anxious  to  avoid  any  fighting  between  the  lines;  but  still  leaves 
it  to  your  judgment  to  decide,  after  the  flag  of  truce  shall  be  over, 
whether  or  not  you  will  retake  it. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 
The  following  communication,  received  from  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  is  promulgated  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
division  commanders.     Until  a  movement  takes  place  this  will  be  con- 
sidered confidential : 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1860. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps : 
General  :  The  commanding  f^eneral  directs  that  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  of  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-general  be  furnished  for  your  information 
and  guidance : 

"By  these  instructions  a  large  part  of  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond 
are  left  behind.  The  enemy,  knowing  this,  may,  as  an  only  chance,  strip  their 
lines  to  the  merest  skeleton,  in  the  hope  of  advantage  not  being  taken  of  it, 
whilst  they  hurl  everything  upon  the  moving  column  and  return.  It  cannot  he 
impressed  too  strongly  upon  the  commanders  of  troops  left  in  the  trenches  not  to 
allow  this  to  occur  without  taking  advantage  of  it.  The  very  fact  of  the  enemy 
comin";  out  to  attack,  if  he  does  so,  might  be  regarded  as  almost  conclusive  evidence 
of  such  a  weakening  of  his  lines.  I  would  have  it  particularly  enjoined  upon  corps 
commanders  that,  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  those  not  attacked  are  not  to 
wait  for  orders  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army,  but  that  they  will  move 
promptly  and  notify  the  commander  of  this  action.  I  would  also  enjoin  the  same 
action  on  the  part  of  division  commanders  when  other  parts  of  their  corps  are 
engaged.  In  like  manner  I  would  urge  the  importance  of  following  up  a  repulse  of 
the  enemy. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"U.  S.  GRANT, 

'■■  Lisutenant-General." 

In  connection  with  the  above,  the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  desires  to  particularly  impress  upon  corps  commanders  and  commanders  of 
divisions  the  necessity  of  vigorous  action  and  prompt  and  active  resistance  in  case 
the  enemy  should  take  the  oft'ensive.  He  reminds  all  that  it  is  only  by  this  course 
that  we  can  insure  immediate  success. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
lireret  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixi'h  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 

With  a  view  to  probable  movements  of  the  corps,  all  surplus  bag- 
gage, material,  stores,  &c.,  will  be  sent  to  tlie  rear  to-morrow  and  the 
troops  kept  in  condition  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  Four  days' 
rations  will  be  issued  to  the  troops  and  eight  days'  rations  kept  in  the 
wagons,  in  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  circular  from 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  March  14, 1805.  The  troops  will 
also  be  provided  with  the  amount  of  ammunition  specified  in  said 
circular.  When  the  corps  moves,  but  five  batteries  of  four  guns  each 
will  be  taken,  of  which  three  will  be  smooth-bore  and  two  rifled,  and 
these  will  be  provided  with  270  rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun.  The 
batteries  to  be  taken  will  be  designated  by  the  chief  of  artillery,  and 
the  remainder  will  be  sent  to  City  Point.  The  wagons  with  intrench- 
ing tools  will  be  assigned  to  the  respective  divisions  and  accompany 
them.  One-half  of  the  ambulances,  one  medicine  wagon,  and  one  army 
wagon  with  hospital  supplies  to  each  brigade,  and  one  wagon  with 
forage  to  each  division  ambulance  train  will  accompany  the  troops, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  ambulance  and  hospital  trains  will  be  held 
subject  to  liirther  orders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright : 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
A  ssistMnt  A  djutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  37,  1865. 

Division  commanders  will  have  their  troops  under  arms  at  4  a.  m. 
t«  morrow,  and  will  remain  so  until  one  hour  after  daylight.  Also  at 
4  a.  m.  the  picket-lines  of  the  respective  divisions  will  be  supported  by 
two  regiments  (or  more,  if  the  division  commanders  should  deem  it  advis- 
able), at  least  equal  in  strength  to  the  present  picket  detail,  to  remain 
in  position  until  it  is  light  enough  to  plainly  distinguish  the  enemy's 
position.  The  artillery  will  also  be  held  in  readiness  as  above.  There 
are  certain  indications  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  that  lead  the  major- 
general  commanding  to  suspect  that  an  attack  may  be  made  ujion  the 
lines  of  this  corps  to-morrow  morning. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Ansistant  Adjutant-General. 


Official.]     Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

March  27, 1865. 
In  compliance  with  the  above  instructions,  brigade  commanders  will 
each  detail  a  regiment,  at  least  250  strong,  as  a  support  to  the  picket- 
line.  The  regiments  of  the  Tiiird  Brigade  will  be  posted  on  or  near  the 
line  of  the  Weldon  railroad,  and  each  regimental  commander  ot  the 
regiments  thus  detailed,  when  in  position,  will  report  in  person  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Khodes,  division  officer  of  the  day.  The  details  from 
the  First  and  Second  Brigades  will  in  like  manner  be  so  posted  as  best 
to  support  any  attack  that  may  be  made  upon  their  respective  brigade 
picket-lines. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Wheaton: 

A.  M.  TYLER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Corps, 

March  37, 1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

All  is  quiet  along  iny  lines.  Picket-flring,  as  usual,  is  kept  up  on 
portions  of  the  line.  Two  deserters  came  in.  One  has  reported  from 
Fifty-third  North  Carolina.  He  has  no  news.  The  other  is  from  a 
Louisiana  regiment.  The  communication,  under  a  flag,  between  General 
Hartranft  and  the  rebel  general  Lewis  ceased  yesterday.  They  fur- 
nished us  a  list  of  our  oflBcers  prisoners,  and  reported  that  there  were 
none  of  our  wounded  at  the  hospital  of  Gordon's  corps.  A  list  of  their 
wounded  officers  in  our  hands  was  furnished  them,  as  was  agreed  on 
the  day  previous;  also  two  more  of  their  dead  passed  over  to  them, 
found  after  the  truce  had  ceased  of  the  day  before.  More  deserters  are 
now  arriving  at  these  headquarters,  but  have  not  yet  been  examined. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1865—11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parioe, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps : 
Major-General  Meade  directs  that  the  brigade  of  cavalry  now  with 
you  be  returned  to  General  Davies  as  soon  as  possible. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865.     (Received  11.45  a.  m.) 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

All  of  Hartranft's  regiments  are  now  relieved  and  in  reserve  except 
one.  This  I  propose  having  relieved  to-night  by  the  Eighteenth  New 
Hampshire,  which  I  have  proposed  assigning  to  Willcox's  division, 
instead  of  consolidating  with  the  Sixth  New  Hampshire,  as  was  sug- 
gested some  days  ago.  I  will  relieve  the  cavalry  brigade  at  once  and 
direct  the  commanding  officer  to  report  to  General  Davies. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb. 

Chief  of  Staff : 
Five  deserters  have  been  examined — four  from  Thirty-eighth  Georgia 
and  one  from  Ninth  Louisiana.  They  have  nothing  new.  Heard  that 
General  Terry  was  slightly  wounded  and  that  another  general  officer 
was  killed.  This  statement  is  also  made  by  the  deserter  mentioned  in 
my  first  dispatch. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  27, 1865. 

Col.  George  D.  Etjggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  rank  of  brevet 
major-general  of  volunteers  may  be  conferred  upon  Brig.  Gen.  John  F. 
Hartrauft,  commanding  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  for  his 
conspicuous  gallantry  in  charging  the  enemy  with  his  command  and 
recapturing  Fort  Stedman  during  the  affair  of  25th  instant,  as  well  as 
for  his  industry  and  efficiency  in  organizing  and  disciplining  his  divis- 
ion, composed  entirely  of  new  regiments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[iQdoruement.j 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27, 1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  and  a  reference 
made  to  my  telegram  of  yesterday  upon  this  subject,  to  which  a  reply 
was  received  that  the  nomination  had  been  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  information  returned  that  the  appointment  would  be  made. 
I  forward  this  communication  approved,  in  order  that  the  facta  may 
be  placed  on  record  in  a  more  enduring  form. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1865. 

Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps : 
General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date  recommending  Brigadier-General 
Hartrauft,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  for  the  brevet  of  major-general  of  volun- 
teers for  his  conspicuous  gallantry  in  recapturing  Fort  Stedman  during 
the  action  of  the  25th  instant,  as  well  as  for  his  industry  and  efficiency 
in  organizing  and  disciplining  his  division,  composed  of  new  regiments. 
In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  before  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  a  recommendation  to  this  same  effect  had  been  made  by  the  com- 
manding general  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  to  which  a  response  was 
received  that  this  nomination  had  been  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  a  telegraphic  answer  returned  that  the  appointment  should 
be  made.  Since  then  the  commanding  general  is  informed  by  tele- 
graph that  Brigadier-General  Hartrauft  is  brevetted  major-general, 
and  the  appointment  has  been  forwarded  by  mail.  Your  recommen- 
dation is  hereby  forwarded  to  complete  the  record. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  37,  1865—8.55  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

As  the  second  paragraph  of  General  Orders,  No.  33,*  reflects  so 
severely  upon  the  reputation  and  character  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  N.  B. 
McLaughleu,  now  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  as  it  is  otherwise  incorrect  as 
to  a  statement  of  fact,  I  most  respectfully  beg  that  the  order  may  be 
suspended  and  not  promulgated  until  that  paragraph  is  amended. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27, 1865—9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Parke  : 

General  McLaughlen  is  not  mentioned  in  General  Orders,  No.  13,  and 
no  censure  was  intended  to  be  put  on  hiui,  but  his  command  is  consid- 
ered as  wanting  in  vigilance.  Whenever  the  assertion  that  the  order 
is  incorrect  in  fact  is  made  apparent  by  evidence  it  will  be  amended, 
but  till  then  1  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  let  it  stand. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1865—10  p.  m. 

Major  General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
Can  you  promptly  furnish  me  with  a  report  and  facts  showing  wherein 
the  statement  that  due  vigilance  was  not  exercised  by  the  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division,  on  the  25th,  is  incorrect  and  other  points  that  may,  in 
your  judgment,  be  wrong  in  General  Orders,  No.  13.  When  your  last 
dispatch  was  received  the  order  had  been  sent  to  the  Sixth  and  the 
Ninth  Corps.  I  have  directed  it  not  to  be  distributed.  I  should  regret 
doing  injustice,  but  I  cannot  understand  how  this  work  and  line  could 
be  carried  by  a  rush,  as  you  reported,  if  the  defenders  directed  to  be  there 
were  on  the  alert.  If  it  had  been  carried  after  a  prolonged  struggle  by 
overpowering  numbers  and  continued  eflbrts  before  supports  could 
arrive,  it  would  be  intelligible  to  me;  but,  as  I  understand  it,  no 
defense  was  made,  but  the  work  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  as  soon 
as  it  was  attacKed.  I  shall  be  greatly  gratified  to  be  corrected,  but  I 
must  request  the  statement  to  be  at  once  sent,  as  I  presume  you  are  by 
this  time  prepared  to  do  so. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

*  See  p.  174. 
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Headquarieks  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  37, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willoox, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General  :  Major-General  Parke  directs  me  to  say  to  you,  in  connec- 
tion with  your  note  just  received,  that  he  had  beard  no  unusual  firing 
here,  but  that  he  desires  you  to  keep  up  all  due  vigilance  through  the 
night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willoox, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  :  In  addition  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  confiden- 
tial circular  sent  you  on  March  15  instant,  in  contemplation  of  a 
movement  of  this  corps,  the  following  is  furnished  for  your  information 
and  guidance: 

1.  By  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  March  29  instant  the  troops- will 
be  rationed,  as  directed,  in  above-mentioned  circular.  The  supp^ly  and 
ammunition  trains  will  be  loaded  as  therein  and  hereinafter  directed 
and  be  in  readiness  to  move. 

2.  Ammunition  wagons  sufQcient  for  and  provided  with  twenty  rounds 
of  ammunition  per  man  will  accompany  each  division. 

3.  Division  commanders  are  instructed  to  make  every  provision  to 
have  their  command  iu  thorough  condition  for  field  operations  by  5 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  and  to  be  in  complete  readiness  to 
move  at  a  moment's  notice. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Parke: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Geticral. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  27, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

You  will  want  to  take  your  canvas  pontoons  and  engineer  troops 
with  you.  As  early  as  possible  on  Wednesday  morning  get  your  troops 
in  the  position  now  held  by  the  Second  Corps  and  relieve  their  i^icket 
that  will  be  left  until  you  arrive. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutertant-  General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  27, 1865—11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

I  shall  send  fifteen  pontoons  with  Sumner;  have  fifteen  left.  I 
shall  send  the  pontoons  for  Sumner  without  mules,  as  I  have  only 
mules  enough  for  fifteen  canvas  pontoons  to  go  with  column  heie. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  27, 1865—3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

It  is  only  the  pickets  of  the  Second  Corps  I  want  you  to  replace. 
Your  command  will  be  moved  up  in  compact  marching  order  near  to 
Hatcher's  Eun,  on  the  left  of  our  line.  This  is  the  ground  occupied  now 
by  the  Second  Corps,  only  they  are  scattered  to  cover  a  long  line.  If 
you  can  possibly  get  to  the  ground  which  you  are  to  occupy  to-morrow 
night  without  being  observed  by  the  enemy,  I  would  like  you  to  do  it. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  37, 1865—3.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point : 
I  am  to  start  to-night,  cross  two  rivers,  one  has  but  single  bridge. 
Can  I  march  new  troops  thirty  miles  by  to-morrow  night  and  relieve 
Second  Corps  next  morning  at  6  a.  m.?  Should  not  Second  Corps  hold 
their  line  till  relieved,  if  their  line  is  important"?  The  route  General 
Meade  sends  me  is  thirty  miles  from  my  camp. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  27, 1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

It  is  not  particularly  necessary  that  you  should  relieve  the  pickets 
of  Second  Corps  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  29th.  Make  your  marches  so  as  not 
to  over  fatigue  your  men,  and  wlien  you  get  up  relieve  them.  Starting 
to-night  and  then  early  Wednesday,  you  will  be  at  Hatcher's  Eun  at 
an  early  hour  on  that  day. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  27,  1865—5.30  p.m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 
Will  try  to  get  Turner's  division  up.  Do  not  expect  to  get  more,  as 
it  would  scatter  them  for  miles.  Sumner  reports  river  at  Winton  900 
feet.  All  my  canvas  pontoons  together  reach  but  600  feet.  He  will 
have  to  get  the  admiral  to  send  up  and  occupy  Winton  and  ferry  him 
over,  or  give  up  the  expedition. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  27, 1865,    (Eeceived  6.35  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Eight  deserters  from  the  enemy  have  been  received  since  yesterday. 

THEO.  BEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  27, 1865. 
Brigadier-Geueral  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Ludlow  thinks  that  if  the  telegraph  wire,  instead  of  cross- 
ing Back  River  on  Jamestown  Island  at  the  upi)er  end,  were  to  run  down 
the  island  and  cross  over  Back  River  at  the  lower  end,  following  the 
beach  to  the  mouth  of  College  Creek,  where  there  is  a  small  post,  and 
thence  to  Fort  Magruder,  it  would  be  under  better  control  than  it  now 
is.    Can  this  alteration  be  madel 

E.  O.  C.  ORU, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  27,  1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

I  am  ordered  to  move  a  command  to  near  where  left  of  your  army- 
rests.  Shall  start  it  in  to  morrow.  Where  had  1  better  encamp  them 
so  as  not  to  be  in  the  way  and  liave  good  ground,  and  by  what  roads 
better  reach  destination?     Please  answer  at  once. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  -Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1865—10.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

Your  troops  had  better  encamp  on  the  Weldon  railroad  south  of  Fort 
Dushane,  in  the  vipinity  of  the  Robertson  house.  The  best  road  to 
avoid  being  seen  by  the  enemy  is  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  bridge  to 
City  Point  railroad  at  Bland's  house ;  thence  along  that  road  to  Shands'  • 
thence  southerly  past  Bowles'  and  Birchett's  to  McCann's  Station,  on 
Norfolk  road;  thence  westerly  by  the  Gurley  house  to  the  Weldon 
railroad.  I  will  have  a  staff  officer  to  meet  you  at  the  bridge,  or  report 
to  your  headquarters,  as  you  may  deem  best.  If  you  cross  the  bridge 
at  night,  and  desire  to  conceal  your  movement,  let  me  suggest  you  have 
a  guard  on  the  bridge,  and  do  not  allow  any  trains,  stragglers,  &c.,  to 
pass  after  daylight.  I  make  this  suggestion  because  intercepted  rebel 
messages  clearly  prove  that  similar  movements  have  been  hitherto 
detected  from  the  above  causes. 

GEO.  a.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  27,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Meade: 

I  have  been  ordered  to  take  my  command  to  the  position  occupied  by 
the  Second  Corps.  Please  send  me  definite  information  in  regard  to 
the  portion  of  your  line  oc(!upied  by  this  corps,  and  1  would  like  to 
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have  you  send  two  staff  officers  to  lueet  my  columns  and  direct  them 
by  the  proper  roads  from  their  camps  near  Broadway,  which  they  will 
reach  to-morrow  before  noon. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


Heauquarti^rs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Mai  ch  37,  1865—12.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Ord, 

Commaiidiiuj  Army  of  the  James : 

General  Humi)lireys,  commanding  Second  Gorjjs,  holds  from  Fort 
Sampson  to  Hatcher's  Eun.  Is  ordered  to  move  at  0  a.  m.,  leaving  his 
Ijiekets  to  be  relieved  by  you.  The  staff  officers  you  ask  for  will  be 
furnished  you.  The  route  indicated  by  General  Meade  in  his  dispatch 
was  predicated  ujjon  the  supposition  that  you  were  to  cross  the  bridge 
at  night.  Shouhl  you  move  in  the  daytime  the  shortest  route  for  you 
to  take  will  be  from  Doctor  Shands'  house  down  the  railroad  past 
these  headquarters.  In  the  absence  of  Major-General  Meade,  I  send 
you  this  dispatch,  iu  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  him. 


Eespectfully, 


ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

>  Army  of  the  James, 

iS^o.  34.  )  Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 

In  the  movements  of  '^his  army  no  wagons  or  vehicles  of  any  descrip- 
tion belonging  to  sutlers,  traders,  or  camp-followers  will  be  permitted 
to  go  along,  and  whenever  such  are  found  in  the  midst  of  or  impeding 
the  wagon  trains  or  troops  they  will  be  at  once  turned  out,  and  the 
goods  contained  in  them  will  be  confiscated  and  distributed  to  the 
troops.  This  order  will  at  once  be  published  to  the  class  of  persons 
intended. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

THEODOEE  EBAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Memorandum  )  Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Orders.       )  March  27, 1865. 

I.  Three  divisions  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  two  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth,  and  one  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps  will  march  to-night,  GcTieral 
Turner's  division  leading.  His  wagons  will  cross  in  advance  at  Deep 
Bottom  this  p.  ni.  and  at  Broadway  as  soon  after  dark  as  practicable. 
He  will  camp  near  the  railroad  Irom  City  Point  to  the  left  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac. 

II.  General  Birney's  division  will  start  at  dark  this  p.  m.,  trains  in 
advance,  crossing  at  Aiken's,  and  in  crossing  at  Broadway  its  trains 
will  follow  General  Turner's  division  and  in  advance  of  its  troops 
(Birney's),  and  when  crossed  will  encamp  in  rear  of  General  Turner's 
division. 
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III.  Shortly  after  dark  General  Foster's  division,  trains  leading,  will 
start,  crossing  at  Deep  Bottom,  and  move  across  to  the  bottom  on  this 
side  of  the  Appomattox,  resting  where  the  one  year's  Pennsylvania 
troops  were  encamped,  remaining  there  until  the  division  of  General 
Birney  has  crossed  that  stream,  and,  if  possible,  put  their  trains  and 
men  across  that  night  so  as  to  encamp  with  the  leading  divisions.  If 
that  cannot  be  done,  they  will  remain  in  camp  this  side  of  the  Appo- 
mattox and  follow  the  leading  divisions  to-morrow  night. 

IV.  The  cavalry  under  command  of  General  Mackenzie  will  to-mor- 
row night  cross  at  the  Aiken  bridge,  crossing  as  early  as  possible  after 
dark,  and  follow  the  infantry  as  rapidly  as  may  be. 

V.  The  whole  command  is  expected  to  reach  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  Second  Corps  Wednesday  morning.  Arrangements  will  be 
made  by  division  commanders  to  collect  and  punish  stragglers  at  each 
bridge  and  not  to  let  them  pass  the  bridges  scattered.  The  engineer 
troops  will  form  the  rear  of  the  other  infantry  and  camp  with  head- 
quarters of  the  army.  All  the  troops  will  move  with  four  days'  rations 
in  haversacks  and  eight  days'  in  wagons.  To  avoid  hauling  as  much 
as  possible,  commissaries  and  quartermasters  will  have  sufficient  sup- 
plies delivered  by  rail  at  the  railroads  at  a  point  which  will  be  desig- 
nated to  till  up  the  wagons.  Sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  i)er  man  will 
be  taken  in  wagons,  and  as  much  grain  as  the  transportation  on  hand 
will  carry  after  taking  the  specifled  amount  of  supplies.  In  regard  to 
other  details,  commanders  will  be  governed  by  the  verbal  instructions 
received  from  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  Marck  27, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner, 

Commanding  Division : 
General:  The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received.* 
In  the  absence  of  General  Ord  I  send  you  this  for  your  guidance. 
Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 
[General  Turner:] 

General:  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  get  into  camp  early  enough 
to-night  to  give  your  men  a  good  lest.  Start  your  division  at  sunrise 
in  the  morning,  taking  the  route  laid  down  in  General  Meade's  tele- 
gram.t  If  Foster  is  up  with  you,  he  will  follow  your  troops;  if  he  is 
not,  let  your  train  follow  directly  after  you.  If  both  divisions  and 
trains  are  across  the  Appomattox  before  daylight  the  troops  will  go 
ahead  and  be  followed  by  the  whole  train.  My  lieadquarters  to-uight 
will  be  at  Broadway  Landing,  probably  on  the  south  side. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-  General. 

•  See  Grant  to  Ord,  5.30  p.  m.,  p.  208. 
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HUQKS.  DEPT.  Oh'    VlKGINIA,  ARMY    OF    THE   JAMES, 

In  the  Field,  March  J37,  1865. 

General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  Twenty-fifth  Corps  ': 
General  :  If  au  evacuation  occurs  in  my  absence  look  out  for  tor- 
pedoes and  mines.  Itis  now  reported  that  large  numbers  of  theformerare 
put  down  on  Cbaflin's  farm  and  Bermuda  front.  Don't  let  your  columns 
take  the  roads;  keep  tbem  in  the  -woods  and  bypaths.  Send  cattle  and 
old  horses  up  the  roads  first.  To-night  and  to-morrow  keep  camp-tires 
going  as  usual  in  empty  camps,  and  the  usual  picket  on.  Make  as 
little  change  as  possible  at  conspicuous  points.  If  you  can  do  so,  cover 
the  prominent  part  of  the  vacated  camps  with  shelter-tents  for  a  day 
or  two,  or  old  newspapers;  go  on  with  drills  and  parades  in  sight  as 
usual.  Adams'  Fifth  Massachusetts  Colored  Cavalry  is  on  its  way  to 
Deep  Bottom ;  may  arrive  to-morrow  or  day  after.  Better  camp  them 
near  where  Mackenzie's  outside  camps  were.  It  is  very  full.  Besides 
this,  I  leave  about  500  of  Mackenzie's  division,  commanding  officer  to 
report  to  you.  Birney's  division  will  move  very  quietly  soon  as  it  is 
dark;  cross  at  Aiken's,  thence  cross  at  Broadway,  behind  Turner;  both 
put  wagons  in  front. 

Yours,  &c., 

E.  O.  G.  ORD. 


Department  Headquarters, 

March  27,  1865. 

Major-General  Weitzel,  : 

In  regard  to  all  ordinary  business  your  action  will  be  final.    The 
office  of  the  department  will  be  opeu  here  for  the  recording  of  papers. 

THEO.  BEAD, 
AsHiHtant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Tvfenty- fourth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 

Major-General  Weitzel: 

General:  A  deserter  from  the  enemy  reports  that  three  brigades 
of  Field's  division  moved  toward  the  enemy's  right  about  3  or  4  o'clock 
this  evening;  that  several  batteries  that  have  been  held  in  reserve 
moved  this  afternoon  to  the  enemy's  left.     He  has  been  sent  to  you. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 
Briijadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  85.  )  In  the  Field,  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 

*  *  r  *  *  *  « 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  and  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  V.  Kautz,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
having  reported  for  duty  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  79, 
headquarters  Department  of  Virginia,  dated  March  20,  1865,  is  hereby 
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assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps,  and  will 
relieve  Brigadier-General  Wild  at  once.  Brigadier-General  Wild  will 
be  assigned  to  duty  by  General  Kautz. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Weitzel: 

W.  L.  GOODRICH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special,  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

>  Army  of  the  James, 

1^0. 85.  )  In  the  Field,  Va.,  March  37, 1865. 

8.  After  dark  to-night  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  will  be  temporarily  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  First 
Division.  The  Twenty  eighth  and  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  will  con- 
stitute a  brigade  under  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  S.  Russell,  colonel  Twenty- 
eighth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  to  be  called  the  Attached  Brigade  of  the 
First  Division,  and  will  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  First 
Division.  The  Third  Brigade  of  the  First  Division  will  move  at  once 
to  the  camp  formerly  occupied  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Henry's 
troops,  near  the  headquarters  of  the  Third  Division  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Corps,  and  will  obey  any  orders  regarding  movements,  &c,,  from 
General  Charles  Devens,  but  report,  as  far  as  papers,  drill,  and  instruc- 
tion is  concerned,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  First  Division, 
Twenty-fifth  Corps.  General  Russell's  brigade  will  move  at  daylight 
to-morrow  morning  to  the  deserted  camps  of  General  Thomas'  brigade, 
near  First  Division  headquarters. 

General  Draper's  brigade  will  be  responsible  for  the  whole  line  from 
Fort  Burnham  (exclusive)  to  Fort  Brady  (inclusive).  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  First  Division  will  see  that  camp  fires  are  kept  burning  as 
usual  in  all  the  camps,  that  as  little  change  as  possible  is  made  at  con- 
spicuous points,  and  as  far  as  possible  cover  the  line  of  vacant  tents 
nearest  to  the  enemy  with  shelter- tents,  and  preferably  occupy  the  two 
lines  of  tents  near  the  line,  instead  of  encamping  in  column.  Until  fur- 
ther orders  the  drum  corps  of  each  regiment  will  beat  tattoo  and  reveille 
twice,  and  at  different  points.  Reveille  will,  until  further  orders,  be 
beaten  at  daybreak.  Parades  and  drills  in  view  of  the  enemy  will  be 
continued  as  usual.  The  whole  command  will  be  stripped  for  a  move- 
ment and  a  fight;  everything  suri)lus  sent  across  the  James  River. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Weitzel: 

W.  L.  GOODRICH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


March  27, 1865. 
General  Carr, 

Fort  Pocahontas: 
General  Ord  directs  that  you  send  the  spare  battery  you  mentioned 
to  him  that  you  had  (Wheeler's)  to  report  to  General  Hartsuff',  Ber- 
muda Hundred,  without  unnecessary  delay.     Call  on  the  quartermaster 
for  transportation,  if  you  haven't  it. 

H.  B.  SCOTT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


214  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVin. 

Headquaetebs  Separate  Brigade, 

Fort  Pocahontas,  Va.,  Mareh  27,  1865. 
Capt.  H.  B.  SooTT, 

Asst.  Afljt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  James: 
Captain:  I  have  the  lienor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  this  date,  directing  me  to  order  the  light  battery  at  this  post 
to  report  to  General  Hartsufif'.  The  guns  of  the  battery  constitute  the 
artillery  armament  of  this  post.  I  have  made  a  requisition  for  guns 
to  take  their  place.  As  soon  as  the  requisition  is  filled  the  battery 
will  be  ordered  to  report  as  directed. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CARE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  27, 1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 

General  Ingalls, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Armies  in  the  Field,  City  Point: 
Captain  Strang,  without  giving  me  the  slightest  notice,  has  ordered 
away  all  my  fifty  wagons,  not  even  having  the  courtesy  to  inform  me 
that  he  had  done  so.  1  had  received  a  very  important  order  for  to-night, 
which  this  would  have  prevented  me  from  executing  except  for  the 
accident  that  the  train  had  started.  I  learn  that  he  has  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  call  back  even  those.  As  I  have  over  150  heavy  guns  in 
position  and  am  constantly  receiving  orders  relative  to  them  or  their 
supply,  I  need  a  train  not  less  than  the  above,  and  would  respect- 
fully request  that  Captain  Strang  be  ordered  to  sui)ply  it  and  here- 
after not  to  recall  it  without  my  consent. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


City  Point,  March  27, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Abbot  : 

Colonel  Batchelder,  chief  quartermaster,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
informed  me  that  the  Artillery  Reserve  wagons  would  be  able  to  per- 
form the  distribution  of  siege  ammunition,  as  they  were  not  to  accom- 
pany the  army.  On  the  strength  of  this  I  ordered  Captain  Strang  to 
withdraw  the  trains  furnished  by  him,  but  he  should  not  have  taken 
them  away  without  notifying  you.  I  have  telegraphed  to  Colonel 
Batchelder  to  send  the  wagons  from  the  Reserve  Artillery  train  at  once. 

RUFUS  O  GALLS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  27,  1865. 
General  Gordon: 

General  Ord  wishes  to  know  whether  the  ferry-boats  plying  between 
Portsmouth  and  Norfolk  can  go  through  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal. 
Answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

PETER  S.  MICniE, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

March  27,  1865. 
General  Gordon, 

Norfollc  : 
Is  Colonel  Sumner  en  route  here? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 

General  Gordon: 
Colonel  Sumner  left  here  last  night  for  the  front. 

OPERATOR, 

Fortress  Monroe. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Grcgcfs  Utation,  March  27,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  iStaff,  Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
I  have  established  my  headquarters  at  this  pla(«  (Gregg's  Station). 

P.  H.  SHEKIDAK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Greg(fs  Station: 
General  Sherman  will  be  here  this  evening  to  spend  a  few  hours.    I 
would  like  to  have  you  come  down. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant -General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  27,  1865.     (Received  G  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 
1  will  be  down  on  the  first  train. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAX, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hanoock, 

Winchester,  Ta. : 
Please  order  all  medical  officers  belonging  to  regiments  of  cavalry 
now  with  General  Sheridan  to  proceed  to  this  place  at  once. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

J  NO.  A.  RAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Winchester,  March  27, 1865. 

(Received  10.15  a.  ni.  28th.) 
General  J.  A.  Rawlins: 

There  are  six  medical  officers  at  the  Remount  Camp,  all  but  one 
belonging  to  regiments  now  with  Sheridan.     There  are    G,100  men 
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there,  mostly  belougiug  to  Slieiidan's  command.  I  send  three  of  them 
in  the  morning,  and  will  send  the  rest  as  soon  as  I  can  find  surgeons 
to  relieve  them. 

WIISTF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  35.  )  Wincher.er,  Va ,  March  27,  1865. 

Commanders  of  troops  are  enjoined  to  see  that  their  commands  are 
at  once  prepared  for  active  service. 

The  troops  should  vacate  their  winter  quarters  and  dispose  of  all 
surplus  baggage  and  be  fully  equipped  with  the  proper  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage. 

The  transportation  will  be  at  once  fixed  as  prescribed  in  General 
Orders,  No.  34,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  all  surplus 
being  turned  in  to  the  quartermaster's  department. 

Every  ambulance  used  in  the  quartermaster's  department  as  spring 
wagon  must  be  at  once  marked,  so  as  to  be  easily  identified  as  such, 
and  no  others  will  be  allowed  to  be  used  under  any  pretense  except  by 
the  sick.  The  penalties  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  11, 1864,  organizing  the  Ambulance  Corps,  for  persons  riding  in 
an  ambulance  except  when  sick,  will  be  rigidly  enforced  on  and  after 
the  3d  day  of  April,  by  which  time  the  authorized  wagons  must  be  pro- 
cured and  marked  so  as  to  be  distinguished  from  ambulances. 

Quartermasters  will  turn  in  to  the  depot  all  ambulances  in  their  pos- 
session not  required  by  the  medical  department,  and  are  forbidden  to 
have  any  in  their  possession. 

By  command  of  MajorGeneral  Hancock : 

GEOEGE  LEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  37,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-Geiieral  Toebert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry : 
The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  send  a  cavalry  scout 
to-morrow  morning  to  Woodstock  for  the  purpose  of  getting  as  accu- 
rate information  as  possible  concerning  the  location  and  strength  of  the 
parties  of  the  enemy  in  the  Valley. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  ktaff. 


Headquarters, 
Weston,  W.  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 
Lieut.  J.  P.  Wilkinson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Clnrlcshurg,  W.  Va.: 
Sir:  Inclosed  find  the  letter  Avritten  by  Capt.  W.  T.  Wiant,  dated 
Glenville,  W.  Va.,  20th  instant,  of  which  1  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing statement:  On  the  18th  instant  Mr.  Gather,  a  citizen  of  Taylor 
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County,  W.  Va.,  reported  tfl  me  near  11  at  niyLt  tliat  the  servants  of 
Mr.  Arnold  reported  to  him  (the  citizen)  that  tliere  were  thirty  or  forty 
rebels  in  Troy.  Immediately  after  receiving  information  of  .said  report 
I  directed  a  detail  of  a  sergeant  and  ten  men  to  patrol  the  road  between 
Weston  and  Troy,  in  order  to  ascei'tain  the  facts  in  the  case,  giving  the 
sergeant  iu  charge  orders  to  patrol  as  far  as  Troy ;  if  not  meeting  with 
the  enemy,  to  return,  which  lie  did  and  reported  all  untrue.  This  was 
done  on  my  own  responsibility  without  knowing  of  anything  stated  in 
the  letter  of  Captain  Wiant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  ALLEN, 
Captain,  Gommanding, 

[Incloniire.] 

Glenville,  W.  Va.,  March  30,  1865. 
Colonel  Wilkinson: 

Dear  Sir:  On  Saturday,  the  18th  instant,  there  was  a  squad  of  cav- 
alry came  from  Weston  to  within  five  miles  of  this  place,  and  then 
returned  to  Weston  without  coming  as  far  as  this  place.  At  the  same 
time  there  were  two  squads  of  rebels  five  miles  from  here,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  If  they  had  come  on,  with  what  men  I  had  we  could 
have  crossed  the  river,  and,  if  nothing  else,  might  have  driven  them  out 
of  the  country.  I  [suppose]  those  cavalry  met  some  rebel  citizens  before 
reaching  here,  and  they  induced  them  to  retreat  by  making  false  state- 
ments. There  are  still  several  bands  of  these  rebel  thieves  roaming 
over  this  country  that  ought  to  be  broken  up  and  the  parties  extermi- 
nated, and  1  do  not  know  of  any  other  way  to  do  it  but  to  order  a  com- 
pany of  infantry  here  to  assist  my  company  in  scouting  the  country 
south  of  the  Kanawha  Eiver  and  kill  as  many  of  them  as  possible. 
Yours,  resiiectfully, 

W.  T.  WIANT, 
Captain,  Gommanding  Independent  Company. 


Clarksburg,  March  27,  1865. 
Col.  Charles  H.  Day, 

Commanding,  Bulltown : 
Capt.  W.  T.  Wiant,  State  Scouts,  writes  as  follows  from  Glenville: 

Citizens  coming  in  from  the  neighborhood  of  Doctor  Cutlipp's,  on  Cedar  Creek, 
jn  Uraxton  County,  which  is  about  eighteen  miles  southwest  of  Bulltown,  state 
that  they  saw  there  over  100  rebel  soldiers,  and  others  say  that  there  are  over  200  of 
them,  with  one  howitzer.     How  much  truth  I  cannot  say. 

You  will  at  once  send  a  sufficient  force,  under  reliable  officers,  to  ascer- 
tain the  truthfulness  of  these  reports,  and  with  instructions  to  scout  the 
country  thoroughly  and  kill  or  capture  as  many  of  the  enemy  as  possible. 
By  order  of  Col.  N.  Wilkinson : 

JAS.  P.  WILKINSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  28,  1865.     (Received  7.35  ]).  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

The  assignment  of  Hancock  to  the  Middle  Division  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  West  Virginia  is  only  temporary  during  Sheridan's  absence, 
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and  with  the  express  understanding  that  it  ceases  whenever  Sheridan 
returns.  Hancock  was  reluctant  to  take  tlie  command  until  I  assured 
him  it  should  only  be  temporary  and  that  Crocker  would  take  the 
department  and  Sheridan  relieve  him  of  the  division.  Fo  order  was 
made  relieving  Sheridan.  Hancock  wants  field  tluty.  I  thought  the 
command  safer  with  him  in  Sheridan's  absence  than  it  would  be  with 
any  one  else. 

EDWIN  M.  STAFTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  B.  C,  March  28, 1865, 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 
Orders  have  been  received  here,  issued  by  General  Sheridan,  Marcli 
20,  at  White  House,  as  commandiiig  Middle  Military  Division.  The 
headquarters  of  that  division  is  Winchester,  and  Major-General  Han- 
cock has  commanded  the  division  since  General  Sheridan  left,  by  the 
assignment  of  the  President.  There  cannot  be  at  the  same  time  two 
commanders  of  the  same  division.  Please  call  General  Sheridan's 
attention  to  this  in  order  to  avoid  conflict  of  orders. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  38, 1865 — 3  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
If  orders  have  been  made  relieving  General  Sheridan  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  Middle  Division  I  would  ask  to  have  it  revoked.  I  under- 
stand that  General  Hancock  was  temporarily  in  command  of  the  troops 
in  the  division  in  Sheridan's  absence.  Hancock  might  be  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia  permanently,  and 
succeed  Sheridan  in  command  of  the  division  when  the  latter  is  absent. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

■Lieutenant-  General, 


Headqtjaeters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28,  1865—3.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Deserters  report  Terry's,  Hunton's,  and  Steuart's  brigades,  of  Pick- 
ett's division,  as  on  my  front,  in  addition  to  Gordon's  corps,  Heth's  and 
Wilcox's  divisions,  of  Hill's  corps,  and  Bushrod  Johnson's  division.  It 
has  also  been  reported  that  Thomas'  brigade,  hitherto  north  of  the 
Appomattox,  is  also  liere.  This  leaves  Kershaw  and  Mahoue  north  of 
the  James  and  between  it  and  the  Appomattox. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  28, 1865. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Does  your  order  require  all  the  troops  at  City  Point  to  report  to 
General  Benham  ?  I  have  not  seen  the  order,  but  have  seen  the  amend- 
ment made  to  the  original.* 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headqttakters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  38,  1865—8.45  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  order  for  to-morrow's  movement  was  sent  in  this  morning's 
mail  to  City  Point,  under  cover,  to  Colonel  Bowers.  Parke  was  directed 
to  take  command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  trenches  and  those  garrison- 
ing and  defending  City  Point.  The  order  constituting  the  garrison  of 
City  Point  a  separate  command  specified  that,  when  necessity  required, 
this  garrison  would  be  moved  to  the  line  of  outer  defenses,  and  its 
commander  would  then  report  to  Brigadier-General  Benham. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28,  1865. 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  J).  C. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  nine  battle-flags 
and  one  staff  with  remnant  of  flag  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the 
engagement  of  the  25th  instant,  together  with  copies  of  letters  from 
the  commanding  oflBcers  of  the  Ninth  Corps  and  One  hundred  and 
twenty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Second  Corps,  in  regard  to  the 
capture  of  these  colors.  The  names  of  the  captors  of  the  flags  taken 
by  the  Ninth  Corps  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received.  In  consid- 
eration of  tUe  gallantry  displayed  by  Private  George  W.  Tompkins,t 
of  Company  F,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
Second  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  a  medal  of  honor  be 
conferred  upon  him. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosnro  Ko.  3.] 

Headquarters  124th  New  York  Volunteers, 

March  26, 1865. 

Adjutant-General  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Second  Corps  : 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  statement  regarding 
the  capture  of  the  battle-flag  of  the  Fiity-nijith  Alabama  Regiment: 
Being  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  temporary  breast-works  on  the  left  of 
the  Watkins  house,  about  7  o'clo(;k  on  the  evening  of  March  25, 1865, 
three  regiments  of  the  enemy  charged  immediately  in  my  front,  driving 
in  our  pickets  and  advancing  to  within  sixty  yards  of  my  line.    They 

»  See  p.  224. 

t  Awarded  a  Medal  of  Honor. 
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■were  handsomely  repulsed,  and  were  endeavoring  to  rally  in  the  rifle- 
pits  of  the  pickets  when  1  gave  the  orders  for  a  countercharge.  Lieut. 
Col.  D.  S.  Troy,  of  the  Sixtieth  Alabama,  iu  charge  of  the  enemy's 
force,  was  waving  the  colors  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Alabama  Itegiment,  and 
was  urging  his  men  forward,  when  Private  George  W.  Tompkins,  of 
Company  ¥,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
who  was  in  the  front  of  the  charge,  shot  him  down,  and  rushing  for- 
ward, seized  the  colors,  waving  them  in  ti'iumph  in  the  front  of  his  regi- 
ment. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  H.  WBYGANT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  124th,  New  York   Volunteers. 

[iDclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  37,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  colors  captured 
from  the  enemy  during  the  affair  of  Fort  Stedman,  on  25th  instant,  as 
follows:  One  Virginia  regimental  color,  number  of  regiment  unknown; 
battle- flag  of  a  North  Carolina  regiment,  number  unknown;  battle-flag 
of  Twenty-sixth  South  Carolina  Eegiment;  four  battle-flags,  regi- 
ments unknown;  one  staff  with  remnant  of  flag  attached,  designation 
unknown.  The  names  of  the  soldiers  who  caijtured  these  colors  will  be 
forwarded  as  soon  as  they  can  be  correctly  ascertained. 

1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[IncloHurfl  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  38,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  rebel  battle  flag, 
regiment  unknown,  captured  on  the  ?5th  instant.  It  is  probable  that 
not  knowing  its  value,  many  pieces  were  torn  from  this  flag  by  soldiers 
before  it  was  made  known  to  the  officers  that  it  was  in  their  possession. 
The  name  of  the  soldier  who  captured  it  will  be  forwarded  when  prop- 
erly ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28,  1865—10.45  a.  m. 
IAtxh.  Gen.  James  A.  Hardie, 

War  Department,  Washington: 
Mr.  Driscoll,  the  correspondent  of  the  Tribune,  has  gone  to  Washing- 
ton and  probably  to  New  York.    McGregor,  the  correspondent  of  the 
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Associated  Press,  I  learn  has  also  gone.  They  have  with  them  copy  of 
General  Orders,  No.  13,  congratulating  the  army  on  affair  of  25th  of 
March.  General  Meade  recalled  the  order  last  night  in  time  to  prevent 
its  general  distribution.  I  telegraphed  then  to  City  Point  to  Driscoll, 
and  just  received  an  answer  that  he  cannot  be  found.  I  cannot  find 
McGregor.  It  is  important  that  toe  order  should  not  get  into  the 
papers.  Will  you  please  have  the  editors  of  the  Tribune,  Herald, 
Times,  Chronicle,  and  Associated  Press  instructed  to  suppress  it.  Please 
answer. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  28,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 
Colonel  RiTGGLBS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
I  have  telegraphed  to  New  York  on  the  subject  of  your  telegram 
relating  to  the  non-publication  of  General  Orders,  No.  13,  of  March  25, 
1865.     The  publishers  of  the  Tribune,  Times,  Herald,  and  World  will  be 
requested  not  to  publish  that  order." 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 

Inspector-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28, 1865. 
General  J.  A.  Habdie, 

War  Bepartment: 
I  have  found  McGregor  at  City  Point,  and  he  is  notified.    It  will  be 
best,  however,  to  notify  the  editors  that  the  order  is  suppressed. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28,  1865— 8.05  p.  m. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Collis, 

Commanding,  City  Point: 
The  major-general  has  been  informed  that  extracts  of  General  Orders, 
No.  13,  have  been  sent  North  by  you  for  publication.    The  order  is  sup- 
pressed.   He  directs  that  you  telegraph  to  the  parties  to  whom  you 
sent  these  extracts  and  stop  the  publication.    Please  report  your  action. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  Va.,  March  28, 1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral, Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  lias  been  misinformed  in 
regard  to  my  sending  North  General  Orders,  No.  13,  or  any  part  of  it. 
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A  reporter  of  a  Philadelphia  newspaper  obtained  a  copy  of  the  order 
in  my  office,  and  the  moment  I  heard  it  was  .suppressed  I  made  search 
for  him,  but  was  unable  to  find  him.  The  order  was  received  by  me  at 
noon  yesterday,  and  three  copies  sent  to  each  regiment,  but  were 
recalled  to-day.  Upon  being  informed  by  the  printer  that  the  order 
was  suppressed,  I  made  it  my  personal  business  to  visit  the  reporters 
and  notify  them. 

CHAELES  H.  T.  COLLIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28^  1865—10.45  a.  m. 

C.  A.  Brown, 

Superintendent  Printing,  City  Point  : 
Kecall  Collis'  orders.  See  that  you  get  every  one  issued  by  you. 
See  Cadwallader,  and,  if  possible,  Driscoll,  correspondent  Tribune,  and 
McGregor,  correspondent  Associated  Press,  and  get  their  copies.  Tell 
them  for  me  the  order  is  suppressed.  I  think  they  will  go  up  in 
to-day's  boat;  perhaps  they  are  already  gone. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Printing  Department,  Armt  of  the  Potomac, 

City  Point,  Vu.,  March  28, 1865. 

Colonel  RuGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
I  have  recalled  all  the  orders  both  from  Generals  Collis  and  Patrick. 
I  saw  Cadwallader  and  McGregor  and  notified  them.  The  order  was 
read  on  parade  here  last  night.  Several  copies  have  gone  to  Washing- 
ton irom  General  Collis'  headquarters  and  extracts  by  mail  for  publi- 
cation.   What  shall  I  do  in  the  matter? 

C.  A.  BROWN. 


Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  28, 1865—9  a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Benson, 

Adjutant,  Signal  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Owing  to  fog,  no  observations  have  been  made  this  a.  m.     During 
the  night  two  trains  passed  toward  Petersburg  and  one  toward  Rich- 
mond.   At  6.20  this  a.  m.  two  trains  passed  toward  Richmond. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 

(Copy  to  Major  Paine,  chief  signal  officer.  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 
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Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  38, 1865—6.30  JJ.  m. 
Lieut.  F.  S.  Benson, 

Adjutant,  Signal  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
All  quiet  this  a.  m.     Two  field  pitces  in  works  to  right  of  Duuu's 
Hill  are  limbered  up.    At  9.05  a.  m.  one  train  passed  toward  Peters- 
burg. 

Very  respectfully, 

(xEO.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 

(Copy  to  Major  Paine,  chief  signal  officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 


Special  Orders,  )      War  J>ept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  140.  J  Washington,  March  28, 1865. 

«  IF  «  *  *  #  » 

23.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Francis  C.  Barlow,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report 
in  person  to  Major-General  Hancock,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  at  Cumberland, 
Md.,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28, 1865. 
In  sending  dispatches  to  corps  commanders  after  starting  to-morrow, 
I  consider  it  necessary  to  number  each  dispatch  to  a  corps  commander 
and  to  state  by  whom  sent  or  whether  sent  by  telegraph.  This  will  be 
done,  and  corps  commanders  are  requested  to  do  the  same  with  their 
dispatches.  Hatcher's  liuu  becomes  Eowanty  Creek  below  its  junction 
with  Gravelly  Itun.  Let  reveille  be  as  usual,  not  at  the  hour  of  march, 
or  increased,  but  as  sounded  under  ordinary  circumstances.  General 
Warren  has  kindly  furnished  these  suggestions,  and  I  adopt  them. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(To  corps  commanders.) 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28, 1865. 
In  the  contemplated  movement  corps  commissaries  will  remain 
habitually  at  the  headquarters  of  their  corps.  Division  commissaries 
will  always  accompany  and  be  present  with  their  trains.  Brigade  com- 
missaries, when  not  actually  engaged  in  making  issues  of  supplies,  will 
be-present  with  the  headquarters  of  their  brigades. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28,  1865. 
Paragraphs  1  and  2  of  instructions  of  March  27  are  modified  as 
follows : 

1.  Major-General  Humphreys  will  not  move  before  9  a.  m.,  unless  pre- 
viously notified  that  the  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  James  are  in  posi- 
tion. On  moving,  Major-General  Humphreys  will  take  up  a  position, 
his  right  resting  on  or  near  Hatcher's  Eun  and  his  left  extending  to 
the  Quaker  road.  He  will  advance  his  skirmishers,  well  supported, 
and  feel  for  the  enemy.  If  found  in  force  outside  his  works,  he  will 
attack  and  endeavor  to  force  him  into  his  works. 

2.  Major-General  Warren  will  move  at  the  hour  designated,  but  will 
not  proceed  beyond  the  junction  of  the  Vaughan  and  Quaker  roads  till 
notified  that  Major-General  Humphreys  is  in  position  or  nearly  so.  On 
being  so  notified,  Major-General  Warren  will  advance  on  the  Boydton 
plank  road,  taking  position  with  his  right  in  connection  with  General 
Humphreys  and  reserving  sufficient  force  to  refuse  and  guard  his  left. 
Major-General  Warren  will  also  advance  skirmishers,  well  supported, 
and  in  case  the  enemy  is  found  outside  his  works,  attack  and  endeavor 
to  force  him  back  to  them. 

The  Second  Corps  .train  will  be  parked  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gum- 
mings  house.    Corps  commanders  are  notified  that  the  cavalry  will  be 
operating  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 

[iDdorsenieut.] 

March  28,  1865—3  p.  m. 
[General  Grant:] 

I  send  you  the  within  modifications,  based  on  our  conversation  this 
a.  m.  and  the  position  to  be  occupied  by  Ord's  command.  If  there  is 
anything  that  does  not  meet  your  approval  please  let  me  know  by 
bearer.  Griffin's  column  is  now  passing.  I  think  Humphreys  will  be 
able  to  move  by  7  a.  ni.,  if  not  earlier. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  28,  1865—11.30  a.  ni. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Will  1  find  General  Meade  in  if  I  ride  over  to  heatlquarters? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  OeneraL 


He  is  here  now. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquartkrs  Second  Corps, 
March  38, 1865.     (Eeceived  12.30  p.  m.) 
Major-Geneial  Humphreys, 

At  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  Miles  reports  tbatthepits  of  the  enemy  on  picket-line,  which 
were  held  yesterday  by  eight  or  ten  men,  have  this  morning  but  three 
in  them. 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 

Tucker's  House,  March  28,  1865. 
[General  A.  A.  Humphreys:] 

General  :  My  men  have  but  just  reached  camp,  and  I  do  not  think 
I  can  well  arrange  it  to  relieve  your  pickets  before  daylight.  I  have 
directed  them  to  be  relieved  immediately  after  your  corps  is  relieved. 
I  wrote  you  that  we  would  leave  here  at  4  in  the  morning.  My  men, 
orderlies  and  all,  are  very  much  worn  out,  and  I  trust  this  arrangement 
will  suit.  Please  send  me  two  staff  olflcers  at  4  a.  m. 
EespectfuUy, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
3Iajor- General,  Gommanding, 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  28, 1865.     (Eeceived  10.50  p.  m.) 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  ataff,  Army  of  ilie  Potomac: 
General:  Tliis  afternoon  about  3  o'clock  a  train  of  some  thirty-six 
of  the  enemy's  wagons  was  seen  passing  toward  their  right,  about  300 
yards  iu  front  of  General  Miles'  picket-line.    Exact  information  of  this 
fact  has  only  just  been  obtained. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-  General,  Gommanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  28, 1865. 

1.  This  corps  will  be  held  ready  to  move  to-morrow  morning,  the  29th 
instant,  at  0  o'clock.  The  pickets  will  remain  until  relieved  by  troops 
from  another  corps,  respecting  which  orders  will  be  sent. 

2.  The  troops  will  carry  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  upon  the  person 
and  four  days'  rations  of  hard  bread,  coffee,  and  sugar,  one  day's  salt 
meat,  and  three  days'  salt.  Three  days'  beef  on  the  hoof  will  be  driven 
with  the  troops  in  division  herds. 

3.  Each  division  will  take  with  it  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition  in 
wagons,  one-half  of  the  ambulances,  one  medical  and  one  hospital 
wagon  to  each  brigade,  and  one  army  wagon  with  forage  for  each  divis- 
ion ambulance  train. . 

The  light  headquarters  wagons  will  accompany  the  troops,  as  will  the 
wagons  of  intrenching  tools.  Of  the  latter,  one  will  accompany  each 
division,  the  remainder  to  move  with  the  corps  headquarters  train., 
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4.  Eight  days'  hard  bread,  coifee,  sugar,  and  salt  will  be  carried  iu 
the  division  supply  train.  Teu  days'  beef  on  the  hoof  will  be  driven 
with  the  corps  herd,  which  will  accompany  the  main  train.  Forage  for 
eight  days  will  be  taken. 

5.  The  chief  of  artillery  will  direct  one  twelve-pounder  and  one  three- 
inch  rifled  battery  to  report  to  each  division  commander.  They  will  be 
prepared  to  move  with  the  division  at  G  a,  m.  the  29th  instant,  with  270 
rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun.  The  other  three  batteries  of  the  corps 
and  any  others  now  with  it  will  be  sent  to  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Tidball,  chief  of  artillery,  Ninth  Corps,  as  directed  in  the  order  of  the 
14th  instant.  But  one  of  the  battery  wagons  of  the  six  batteries  remain- 
ing with  the  corps  will  accompany  the  batteries;  the  remaining  five  will 
move  and  be  parked  Avith  the  general  trains.  Eations  and  forage  for 
the  artillery  will  be  the  same  as  for  the  other  troops. 

6.  All  other  trains,  wagons,  aud  ambulances  than  those  designated  in 
paragraph  3  to  accompany  the  troops  will  be  moved  and  parked  under 
the  direction  of  the' chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps,  who  will  retjeive 
his  instructions  from  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

31arch  28,  1865. 

1.  The  corps  will  move  out  the  Yaughau  road  to-morrow  morning  at 
6  o'clock.  Bach  division  and  the  artillery  will  take  with  the  troops  the 
ammunition  wagons,  ambulances,  &c.,  and  light  headquarters  wagons 
designated  in  the  order  of  this  morning  to  accompany  the  troops,  aud 
in  taking  position  will  have  them  parked  well  in  rear. 

2.  The  main  trains  will  be  moved  to  and  parked  iu  the  Cummings 
house  field,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps. 

3.  The  Second  Division  will  lead,  aud  after  crossing  Hatcher's  Eun 
will  take  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  Vaughau  road,  about  half  a 
mile  from  it;  the  right  near  euough  to  Hatcher's  Eun  to  be  covered 
by  the  artillery,  holding  the  Vaughan  road  crossing  of  the  run.  This 
division  will  lie  across  and  hold  the  Dabney  Mill  road. 

4.  The  Third  Division  will  follow  the  Second  and  form  on  its  left, 
extending  in  the  direction  of  the  Gravelly  Eun  Friends'  Meeting- 
house, on  the  Quaker  road  north  of  Gravelly  Eun. 

5.  The  First  Division  will  follow  the  Third  and  take  i>ost  on  its  left, 
extending  toward  the  vicinity  of  Gravelly  Eun  Friends'  Meeting-house, 
and  if  practicable,  without  making  a  weak  line  across  the  Quaker  road, 
so  as  to  hold  that  road. 

6.  Each  division  will  keep  one-third  of  its  force  in  reserve.  The 
skirmishers  will  be  well  thrown  out  and  strongly  supported.  After  the 
corps  is  in  position,  orders  will  be  given  by  the  corps  commander  to 
advance  the  skirmishers  and  feel  for  the  enemy,  wilh  a  view  to  attack- 
ing him  if  found  outside  of  his  works. 

7.  The  Fifth  Corps  is  directed  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Sec- 
ond Corps,  uniting  with  it  near  the  Quaker  road,  and  will,  like  the 
Second  Corps,  advance  its  skirmishers  and  feel  for  the  euemy. 

8.  Major-General  Gibbon  will  send  troops  to  occupy  the  line  now 
held  by  the  Second  Corps  at  about  5  a.  m.    The  Second  Division  wDl 
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move  without  regard  to  their  arrival.  The  Third  Division  will  leave  a 
brigade  near  the  Tucker  house  battery  and  Koine  troops  near  Batteries 
C  and  D.  If  General  Gibbon's  troo])s  should  not  have  arrived  at  the 
time  the  division  leaves,  the  troops,  if  any,  left  behind  will  proceed  to 
join  the  corps  as  soon  as  General  Gibbon's  trooi)S  come  up.  The  First 
Division  in  like  numner  will,  under  similar  circumstances,  leave  a 
brigade  near  Battery  A.  The  jjickets  of  the  Second  Corps  will  be 
relieved  by  General  Gibbon's  troops,  and  will  then  join  their  respect- 
ive divisions,  under  the  direction  of  the  division  officer  of  tlie  day. 
General  Gibbon's  officers  will  report  at  the  headquarters  of  llie  division 
of  this  corps  at  5  a.  m.,  to  be  i)ut  in  communication  with  the  division 
officers  of  the  day. 

i).  Keveille  will  bo  as  usual,  not  at  the  hour  of  march  or.  increased, 
but  as  sounded  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

In  acknowledging  with  great  satisfaction  the  promptitude,  skill,  and 
courage  which  distinguished  the  troops  in  tlio  recent  o])erations,  the 
commanding  general  desires  to  say  that  ho  relies  confidently  upon  them 
exhibiting  the  same  on  this  occasion. 

Note — confidential. — The  cavalry  in  strong  force  will  operate 
upon  the  left  of  tbe  Fifth  Corps.  General  Ord's  troops  and  General 
Wright's  may  take  part  in  the  operation. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Humphreys: 

GUAS.  A.  WHITTIEK, 
AssistMnt  Adjutant-  General. 


AUTILLEKY  HEADQUAUTEKS,  ARMY    OV   THE    POTOMAC, 

March  28, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hazard, 

Commanding  Artillery,  Headquarters  Second  Corps  : 
General  Wright  says  you  propose  to  withdraw  your  guns  from  Forts 
Welch,  Gregg,  and  Sampson  to-morrow  morning.  General  Meade  says 
that  Geheral  Wright  will  hold  the  Sixth  Corps  here  to-morrow  at 
least,  and  these  forts  must  have  their  artillery.  Arrangements  must 
be  made  accordingly.  The  forts  on  your  line.  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  you  report 
March  20  as  having  twenty  guns;  General  Ord  can  replace  sixteen. 
You  reported  Welch,  Gregg,  and  Sampson  twelve  guns;  sixteen  are 
thus  rcviuired  for  the  lines.  You  report  forty-eight  guns  in  your  corps, 
of  these  I  understand  that  twelve  are  of  surplus  sections.  If  these  are 
all  sent  back  it  will  take  twenty-eight  guns  from  your  artillery,  leaving 
you  but  five  batteries,  and  General  Meade  directs  that  rather  than 
strip  tbe  forts  you  take  but  twenty  guns,  Ave  batteries,  with  your 
<'orps.  I  wish  you,  therefore,  to  arrange  to  keep  the  guns  in  Forts 
Sami)Son,  Welch,  and  Gregg.  If  you  can  put  two  surplus  sections  in, 
you  will  keep  your  six  batteries  with  the  corps.  The  batteries  you  pro- 
])ose  to  send  to  Colonel  Tidball  will  tlierefore  be  left,  four  guns  with 
General  Ord  and  twelve  with  General  Wright,  which  will  remain  with 
him  until  the  Sixth  Corps  line  is  abandoned,  and  will  then  report  to 
General  Tidball,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  These  arrangements  must 
be  made  at  oncre,  and  yoxi  will  report  to  me  what  batteries  move  with 
your  corps,  and  that  provision  is  made  to  leave  the  sixteen  guns  on  the 
hue  as  directed. 

HENEY  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major-  General, 
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Headquakteks  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  28, 1865. 
Brevet  Major- General  Hunt, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
I  have  arranged  to  Jeave  four  guns  in  Fort  Gregg,  four  in  Fort  Samp- 
son, and  four  iu  Battery  A,  and  to  take  six  batteries  with  me.  If  Gen- 
eral Ord  brings  with  him  sixteen  guns  it  will  be  sufficient  to  arm  the 
line  to  the  left  of  Battery  A.  Shall  take  two  of  my  guns  from  Fort 
Welch,  leaving  four  iu  it  belonging  to  Sixth  Corps.  I  trust  this  arrange- 
ment will  be  satisfactory.  Shall  take  with  me  Battery  B,  Ehode  Island ; 
B,  New  Jersey;  K,  Fourth  United  States;  M,  First  New  Hampshire; 
Tenth  Massachusetts,  and  Eleventh  New  York,  leaving  on  the  line,  iu 
command  of  Capt,  0.  A.  Clark,  Twelfth  New  York,  Sixth  Maine,  and 
F,  First  Pennsylvania.  Please  answer  by  telegraph  as  soon  as  conve- 
nient if  this  arrangement  meets  with  your  approbation. 

JNO.  G.  HAZARD, 
Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  28,  1865. 

Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  The  wagons  seen  by  my  pickets  this  afternoon  were  just 
in  rear  of  the  enemy's  outposts  and  but  about  300  yards  from  my 
picket-line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  28,  18(15. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  :  We  shall  undoubtedly  have  a  lot  of  dispatch  writing  to 
do  in  the  contemplated  movement.  I  fear  some  confusion.  Cannot  Ave 
adopt  some  system  of  numbering  them  so  that  we  can  tell  whether  any 
are  omitted ;  have  them  stated  by  whom  sent  iu  charge  of,  &c. 

I  was  in  great  doubt  in  one  of  your  dispatches  on  the  movement  in 
February,  whether  or  not  yoa  meant  Captain  Emory  to  take  a  dispatch 
he  brought  for  General  Gregg,  or  for  me  to  send  it  to  him.  The  dis- 
patch said  I  must  furnish  the  necessary  escort,  as  I  thought  to  him, 
but  he  said  he  had  no  directions  to  go  to  General  Gregg,  and  did  not  go. 

There  is  some  confusion  in  the  names  Hatcher's  liun  and  llowauty 
Creek.  Sometimes  they  are  used  indiscriminately  I  believe.  It  is 
called  Hatcher's  Euu  till  it  meets  Gravelly  Run,  and  these  two  united 
take  the  name  Eowanty  Creek.  Thus  I  cross  Rowanty  Creek  at  W. 
Perkins'.  General  Humphreys  crosses  Hatcher's  Run  and  Gravelly 
Run  by  the  Vaughan  road.  This,  which  is  only  an  easily  explained 
confusion  to  any  of  us  who  are  familiar  with  the  mai)S,  may  not  be  so 
to  others.  Arrangements  should  be  made  to  have  the  telegraph  run 
down  the  Vaughan  road  with  General  Humphreys,  which  I  suppose  will 
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be  done/  I  would  also  call  atteution  to  the  fact  that  unless  specially 
directed  otherwise,  perhaps  commands  will  sound  reveille  at  some 
unusually  early  hour  and  this  can  be  heard  in  the  stillness  of  the  morn- 
ing a  long  distance.  General  Humphreys  and  myself  will  look  out  for 
tliat,  but  I  am  apprehensive  General  Ord's  troops  may  not  have  had 
warning  on  this  point,  and  that  would  warn  the  eneniy  and  put  him 
on  his  guard. 

If  that  officer  that  came  in  last  night  gained  correct  information  the 
enemy  will  be  ready  for  us  at  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  unless  we  make 
a  rapid  movement  to  that  point.  It  might  be  exceedingly  useful  to  me 
to  know  the  probable  route  of  General  Sheridan.  I 'probably  am 
anticipating  in  writing  this,  but  it  can  do  no  harm. 
Kesyectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  28,  1805—8.15  p.  m.     (Rect-ived  8.25  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Warren  : 

General  Humphreys  is  not  certain  that  he  can  reach  to  the  Quaker 
roa<i.  He  is  instructed  to  place  his  right  within  supporting  distance 
of  General  Ord  and  to  form  his  line  and  determine  his  left  by  his  for- 
mation of  his  corps.  He  is  informed  that  you  will  probably  move  up 
the  Quaker  road  to  connect  with  his  left  after  being  informed  of  his 
being  in  position. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


[March  28, 1865.— For  General  Orders,  No.  22,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
(excei)ting  paragraph  11,  which  Avas  issued  as  Circular,  No.  27,  follow- 
ing), announcing  order  of  march  for  the  29th  instant,  see  Part  I,  p. 

797.1 


Circular,  )  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  27.      )  Near  Hatcher^s  Bun,  Va.,  March  28, 1865. 

In  the  contemplated  movement  to-morrow,  the  musicians  will  be  left 
in  camp  to  sound  reveille  as  usual,  not  at  the  hour  of  march,  but  as 
sounded  under  ordinary  circumstances.  Commanders  are  requested  to 
give  this  matter  their  particular  attention.  After  the  usual  hour  of 
reveille  has  been  sounded  the  musicians  can  join  tlieir  respective  com- 
mands. When  the  troops  leave  camp  to-monow  morning  they  will  do 
so  as  quietly  as  possible.  Great  care  will  be  taken  that  nothing  in  the 
camps  is  set  ori  fire. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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OiKCTILAR.]  IlEADQUAETEES    FiFTH    AKMY   GOBI'S, 

March  28,  I860. 
When  the  troops  leave  camp  to-inorrow  morning  they  will  do  so  as 
quietly  as  possible.     Great  cai'e  will  be  taken  that  nothing  in  the  camp 
is  set  on  fire. 
By  command  of  Major-Cxeiieral  Warren: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  As-iintant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquakteks  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  38,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Wainwright, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade. 
General:  Tlie  following  extract  is  furnished  for  yoiir  information 
and  guidance : 

10.  Each  corps  will  be  prep.ared  to  move  with  five  fonr-gun  batteries  (three  smooth- 
bore, two  rifled),  instead  of  witli  nine  four-giin  batteries  ordered  in  paragraph  6  of 
circular  of  March  14.  But  one  battery  wagon  will  be  taken  with  Second  and  Fifth 
Corps;  the  remainder  will  be  parked  with  general  train  .at  W.  Perkins'  house.  The 
artillery  will  iu  all  other  respects  be  made  to  correspond  to  instructions  of  that  par- 
agraph. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  instructions,  the  major-geueral  com- 
manding directs  that  you  move  at  once  with  your  batteries  near  to 
these  headquarters  and  park  them  in  some  suitable  position,  it  being 
necessary  to  have  your  trains  entirely  out  of  the  way,  so  that  they  shall 
not  interfere  with  other  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  28,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
on  the  lines  of  this  corps  during  the  past  twenty-four  houis.    A  sus- 
pension of  hostilities  took  place  in  front  of  the  corps  between  the  hours 
of  11.30  a.  m.  and  12.30  noon.    Only  one  deserter  received. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28, 1865. 
General  Wright, 

Commanding  8ijcfh  Corps  : 
If  any  copies  of  General  Orders,  No.  13,  have  gotten  into  the  hands 
of  newspaper  coi  respondents  with  your  corjis,  please  have  them  recov- 
ered.   It  is  all  important  that  tliis  order  be  not  published  in  the 
papers. 

GEO,  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 

(Same  to  commanding  officer  Ninth  Army  CoriiS.) 


CHAi-.LVilI.i  CORRKSPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  231 

Ordeus.)  IIeadqttabtees  Sixth  Corps, 

March  28, 1865. 

Division  commanders  will  have  their  troops  under  arms  at  4  a.  m.  to- 
morrow, and  will  remain  so  until  one  hour  after  daylight;  also  at  4  a. 
m.  the  picket-lines  of  the  respective  divisions  will  be  supported  by  two 
regiments  (or  more  if  the  division  commanders  should  deem  it  advis- 
able), at  least  equal  in  strength  to  the  present  picket  detail,  to  remain 
in  position  until  it  is  light  enough  to  plainly  distinguish  the  enemy's 
position.    The  artillery  will  also  be  held  in  readiness  as  above. 

By  command  of  Major-General  AVright: 

0.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 

Assintant  Adjutant- General. 


CONFIDENTIAI..]  riEADQXTAR'J'ERS    SiXTH   AbMY   COBPS, 

March  28, 1865. 

The  following  is  furnished  for  tlie  informntion  and  guidance  of  divis- 
ion commanders : 

The  operations  ordered  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  for 
to-morrow  are: 

First.  The  Fifth  Corps  to  move  to  Eoydton  plank  road,  in  vicinity  of 
Dinwiddie  Court-House,  with  its  right  resting  near  the  Quaker  road. 

Second.  The  Second  Corps  is  to  extend  from  Hatcher's  Eun  to  the 
Quaker  road,  connecting  with  right  of  Fifth  Cory)S,  and  both  corps  are 
to  push  forward  strong  skirmish -lines.  If  the  enemy  oflers  battle  out- 
side his  works,  he  is  to  be  attacked. 

Third.  The  cavalry  is  to  operate  to  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 

Fourth.  Three  divisions  of  the  Army  of  the  James  are  to  take  posi- 
tion near  Hatcher's  Run,  relieving  the  Second  Corps  picket-line,  and 
being  held  ready  to  operate  to  the  right  or  left. 

Fifth.  The  Ninth  and  Sixth  Corps  to  remain  in  position,  and  to  attack 
in  case  the  enemy  withdraws  largely  from  his  present  line  to  meet  our 
movements  on  the  left. 

Division  commanders  are  enjoined  to  have  close  watch  kept  upon  the 
enemy  and  to  report  any  movements  that  may  be  discovered.  Should 
he  detach  largely  from  our  front,  the  corps  will  attack,  moving  prob- 
ably to  the  lelt  of  the  house  burned  on  Saturday,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
inundation  to  the  right  of  that  point.  Such  an  attack  must  be  made 
with  vigor,  as  we  must  carry  the  enemy's  line  if  we  attempt  it.  This 
accomplished,  it  w-ill  be  determined  whether  to  move  to  the  right,  toward 
Petersburg,  or  to  the  left,  in  the  direction  of  the  Boydton  plank  road, 
to  take  in  flank  the  enemy's  force  operating  against  the  Second  and  Fifth 
Corps.  The  latter  will  be  the  more  brilliant  and  decisive  operation, 
and  will  be  chosen,  unless  there  should  be  good  reason  to  the  contrary. 

Corjis  headquarters  will  remain  as  at  present  till  a  movement  is 
ordered  or  notification  of  a  change  sent;  but  a  telegraph  oflBce  will  be 
established  near  the  signal  tower,  in  the  vicinity  of  General  Getty's 
headquarters,  by  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  to  remain  till  a  movement  is 
ordered. 

Troops  will  be  kept  well  in  hand  during  to-morrow,  to  be  ready  for 
the  forward  movement  mentioned  above,  or  to  the  right  or  left,  as  may 
be  ordered. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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IlEADQUAETERS   ISIlNTH   ARMY   OOEPS, 

March  27,  1865.     (Sent  12.30  a.  m.  28tli.)  . 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Tlie  point  in  paragraph  2  wliicL  I  mentioned  as  being  incorrect  was 
the  statement  of  the  capture  of  liattery  No.  9.  It  was  the  object  of  a 
determined  assault,  but  was  not  at  any  time  carried  by  the  enemy.  I 
have  not  received  oflBcial  reports  of  the  atJair,  but  should  hesitate  to 
believe  that  the  line  in  any  portion  was  surprised.  General  McLaugh- 
leu  was  noted  for  his  vigilance.  But  the  distance  between  the  two  lines 
is  so  slight  at  the  point  where  ours  was  broken  that  a  small  force,  as 
ours  must  necessarily  be  on  so  extended  a  front,  could  hold  in  check  a 
large  mass  of  troops  only  for  a  few  moments,  when  the  time  of  night 
precluded  the  possibility  of  the  movement  being  seen  by  troops  in  the 
batteries  to  the  right  and  left.  Fort  Stedman,  the  only  inclosed  work 
taken,  was  not  surprised,  but  overwhelmed,  after  a  sturdy  resistance. 
It  was  surrounded  on  all  sides.  The  ground  in  the  rear  is  nearly  on  a 
level  with  the  parapet.  The  commander  of  the  fort,  Major  Eandall, 
avers  that  the  men  fought  bravely,  even  using  the  butts  of  their  muskets 
in  a  hand-to  hand  fight.  That  the  fort  was  not  taken  at  once  is  shown 
by  the  capture  therein  of  General  McLaughlen,  who  came  from  his 
headquarters  from  800  to  900  yards  distant.  The  conviction  that  you 
would  be  gratified  to  correct  any  misapprehension  of  the  facts  in  the 
case,  as  well  as  my  desire  to  defend  the  honor  and  reputation  of  an 
absent  officer,  which  are  involved  when  his  command  is  censured, 
prompted  me  to  forward  my  dispatch. 

J  NO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General 


Headqitakteus  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28,  1865—6.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps : 

Tour  telegram  of  12.30  a.  m.  was  received  after  I  had  retired.  I 
admit  the  error  of  fact  in  regard  to  Battery  9,  my  information  coming^ 
from  a  dispatch  from  some  artillery  officer  during  the  operations,  and  I 
am  willing  to  give  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  the  benefit  of  the- 
doubt  which  your  telegiam  throws  over  the  conviction  I  previously 
entertained  that  they  had  been  surprised  from  want  of  vigilance.  This 
was  all  I  charged.  I  have  therefore  ordered  the  suppression  of  General 
Orders,  No.  13,  as  it  is  too  late  to  amend  it. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headqxtarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  28,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff : 
Nothing  unusual  occurred  along  our  lines  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours.    The  enemy  opened  with  the  columbiad  upon  the  cavalry 
moving  over  the  plain  this  side  of  Meade's  Station.    A  brigade  officer 
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of  day  of  First  Division  reports  movement  of  train  or  artillery  during 
the  night.  No  desei'ters  Lave  as  yet  arrived.  1  forward  by  orderly 
Ricbmoud  pajjer  of  27tli  with  General  Lee's  report  of  operations  on 
our  front. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


riEAHQTTAKTKKS   NiNTH    AEMY   COKPS, 

Jllareh  28,  1865. 


Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade: 

I  have  sent  by  orderly  a  copy  of  today's  Examiner.    They  acknowl- 
edge three  general  officers  wounded. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General.. 


Circular.]       IIdqks.  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  CoRrs^, 

March  28y,  186S, 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  corps  lieadquairterK, 
the  trench  guards  of  this  division  will  be  doubled  to-night,  aud  brigade 
commanders  will  enjoin  the  strictest  vigilance  upon  the  officers  thereof 
and  upon  those  of  the  picket-line.  This  command,  including  the,  artil- 
lery on  the  line  in  position,  Avill  be  held  under  arms  promptly  at  4 o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

All  deserters  will  bo  examined  immediately  on  their  arrival  at  bri- 
gade headquarters,  and  any  information  they  may  have  reported  at 
once  to  these  headquarters.  It  is  of  importance  that  any  change  or 
movement  in  the  enemy's  line  be  acquired  and  reported  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, lu  case  of  any  demonstration  by  the  enemy,  brigade  com- 
manders will  forward  at  once  the  information  to  corps  headquarters  at 
the  same  time  that  they  forward  to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Willcox: 

WM.  V,  RICHARDS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


ClRCT'LAR.]        HdQRS.    I-'IRST    DIVISION,    NiNTIt   ArMY   CORPS, 

March  28,  1865. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  corps  hesuiquarters, 
the  following,  in  addition  to  instructions  contained  in  the  confidential 
circular  sent  you  on  March  15  instant,  in  contemplation  of  a  move- 
ment of  this  division,  is  furnished  for  your  information  and  guidance: 
First,  by  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant  the  troops  will  be 
rationed  as  directed  in  the  above-mentioned  circular.  The  supjdy  and 
ammunition  will  be  loaded  as  therein  and  hereinafter  directed  and  be  in 
readiness  to  move.  Second,  ammunition  wagons  sufficient  for  and  pro- 
vided with  twenty  rounds  of  ammuniticm  per  man  will  accompany  each 
division.  Third,  brigade  commanders  arc  instructed  to  make  every 
provision  to  have  their  commands  in  thorough  condition  for  field  opera- 
tions by  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  and  to  be  in  complete 
readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Genornl  Willcox: 

WM.  V.  RICHARDS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Geu.  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division: 
The  Fifth  Army  Corps  will  move  by  the  Vaughan  road  at  3  a.  m. 
to-morrow  morning.  The  Second  moves  at  about  9  a.  m.,  having  but 
about  three  miles  to  march  to  reach  the  point  designated  for  it  to  take 
on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps  after  the  latter  reaching  Dinwiddie 
Court-House.  Move  your  cavalry  at  as  early  an  hour  as  you  can  and 
■without  being  confined  to  any  particular  road  or  roads.  You  may  go 
out  by  the  nearest  roads  in  rear  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  pass  by  its  left,  and 
passing  near  to  or  through  Dinwiddie,  reach  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
enemy  as  soon  as  you  can.  It  is  not  the  intention  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  his  intrenched  position,  but  to  force  him  out  if  possible.  Should  he 
come  out  and  attack  us  or  get  himself  where  he  can  be  attacked,  move 
in  with  your  entire  force  in  your  own  way  and  with  the  full  reliance  that 
the  army  will  engage  or  follow  the  enemy  as  circumstances  will  dictate. 
I  shall  be  on  the  iield  and  will  probably  be  able  to  communicate  with  you. 
Should  I  not  do  so,  and  yon  find  that  the  enemy  keeps  within  his  main 
intrenched  line,  you  may  cut  loose  and  push  for  the  Danville  road. 
If  you  fiud  it  practicable,  I  would  like  you  to  cross  the  South  Side  road 
between  Petersburg  and  Burkeville  and  destroy  it  to  some  extent.  I 
would  notadvisemuch  detention,  however,  until  you  reach  the  Danville 
road,  which  I  would  like  you  to  strike  as  near  to  the  Appomattox  as 
possible.  Make  your  destruction  on  that  road  as  complete  as  possible. 
You  can  then  pass  on  to  the  South  Side  road  west  of  Burkeville  and 
destroy  that  in  like  manner.  After  having  accomplished  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  two  railroads,  which  are  now  the  only  avenues  of  supply  to 
Lee's  army,  you  may  return  to  this  army,  selecting  your  road  farther 
south,  or  you  may  go  on  into  North  Carolina  and  join  General  Sherman. 
Should  you  select  the  latter  course,  get  the  information  to  me  as  early 
as  possible,  so  that  I  may  send  orders  to  meet  you  at  Goldsborough. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Orders.  I  Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Gregg's  Station,  March  28, 1865. 
The  cavalry  command  will  move  to-morrow  morning  in  the  following 
order,  on  the  following  designated  roads  and  at  the  following  hours: 
The  Second  Division  will  move  at  5  a.  m.  to  Dinwiddie  Court-House, 
via  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  Gary's  Church,  Beams'  Station,  and 
Malone's  crossing  of  the  Eowanty  Creek.  As  soon  as  the  Second  Divis- 
ion has  moved  out,  the  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divisions,  Brevet 
Major-General  Merritt  commanding,  will  move  out,  following  the  Sec- 
ond Division  to  the  same  point.  Three  i)ontoon  boats  will  be  ordered 
to  report  to  Major-General  Crook  at  5  a.  m,  to-morrow,  and  will  be 
taken  to  the  crossing  of  Eowanty  Creek,  and,  if  necessary,  a  bridge 
will  be  constructed.  All  the  wagons  will  be  collected  on  the  Jerusalem 
plank  road,  and  will  be  formed  into  one  train,  and  will  be  escorted  in 
rear  of  the  command  by  one  brigade  of  Brevet  Major-General  Merritt's 
command.  The  ambulances  will  accompany  their  respective  divisions. 
Strong  scouting  parties  must  be  sent  well  out  on  all  roads  coming  in 
on  the  left  flank,  and  after  the  crossing  of  Eowanty  Creek  these  scout- 
ing parties  must  be  pushed  out  as  far  as  Stony  Creek.    The  infantry 
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will  be  movinp:  and  operating  on  our  right  flank  to-morrow.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  major-general  commanding  will  be  with  the  Second 
Cavalry  Division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

J  AS.  W.  FOESYTH, 
Brevet  liri(i<itlier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Mitidt.e  IVI  unitary  Division, 

Mareli  28,  ISOr,. 
Brigadier-General  Forsy'TH, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  have  detailed  Colonel  Anderson  to  take  command  of 
the  dismounted  men  left  at  City  Point.  I  have  given  him  directions  to 
organize  and  take  care  of  them  generally.  I  could  not  tell  him  who  he 
would  report  to  after  we  had  left.  Will  you  lay  the  matter  before  the 
general  and  get  his  orders  in  reference  to  the  matter.  The  artillery 
horses  which  I  sent  for  to  your  headquarters  have  not  yet  come  here. 
Can  you  let  me  know  anything  of  them? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERBITT, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


IlEAUQUAriTKRS   CAVALRY', 

March  3S,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  As  yet  the  remainder  of  the  forage  to  supply  my  com- 
mand, as  ordered,  has  not  arrived.  Both  divisions  are  deficient.  The 
forage  was  promised  at  6  p.  m.  Can  it  not  be  obtained  from  a  surplus 
in  General  Crook's  command?  I  have  ordered  details  to  be  kept  at 
depot  till  the  forage  comes.  The  artillery  horses  have  arrived  and  are 
issued.  The  command  is  in  readiness  to  move,  save  in  the  matter  of 
forage.  Shall  I  give  my  orders  to  pontoon  train  ? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major -General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

Mivreh  ;.>s,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  find  that  I  jieed  200,000  pounds  of  forage  to  supply  my 
command  above  the  amount  received.  I  have  telegraphed  to  General 
Ingalls  and  the  depot  quartermaster  at  City  Point  for  the  amount 
required.  Will  you  ])lease  telegraph,  to  prcvefnt  accident.  The  am- 
munition is  received  all  right.  1  have  ordered  my  batteries  to  refit  and 
sup])ly  themselves  with  ammunition  from  the  Second  Division  battery 
left  behind.    Will  you  give  necessary  orders. 

Verv  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 
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Headqtiakters  Dismounted  Gamp, 

March  28,  1805. 
Brevet  Major-General  Merritt, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  Oregg^s  Switch: 
I  liave  3,000 men  who  have  arms  and  equipments.     No  horses  have 
arrived  yet. 

G.  MIDDLETON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

JJancocFs  Station,  Va.,  March  28,  ]86o. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  command  in  readiness  to  marcli  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
Further  instructions  will  be  given  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28,  180.5— 5. S5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

The  horse  battery  which  General  Davies  was  told  to  retain  subject 
to  an  order  from  these  headquarters  will  not  be  required.  If  you  do 
not  desire  to  take  it  witli  you,  General  Meade  directs  that  it  be  sent  to 
General  Parke. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 
Broadway  Landing,  March  28,  ISO!) — 7.40  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  GRANT : 

My  men  are  all  across.  General  Turner  about  six  miles  ahead  of 
this;  may  get  to  Fort  Sampson  to-night.  Trains  much  delayed  and 
not  across;  bad  roads,  &c.  Foster's  and  Birney's  divisions  must  rest 
till  10  or  12  o'clock,  and  cannot  inake  more  than  ten  njiles  to-day. 
JJeen  np  all  night  and  march  poorly. 

K.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  (teneraJ. 


City  Point,  Va.,  Marclt  28,  180S. 
"Majoi'-General  Ord, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  J  amen : 
General  Meade  suggests  that  if  you  have  any  telegraph  operators  to 
spare  thsy  be  sent  over  to  him,  as  in  extending  the  telegraph  the  num- 
ber of  stations  on  this  side  are  not  reduced. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquauteks, 
Tucker's  House,  March  38,  1803. 
Geueral  Turner, 

Commanding  Division: 
General:  Tour  division  will  move  at  5  a.  m.,  following  Foster's 
division,  taking  the  same  battery  with  you.    You  will  probably  be  in 
reserve  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Tucker  house.     I  will  see  to  putting  you 
in  position. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Mujor-Gcneral  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  March  38,  1863. 
Major-Geueral  Weitzel  : 

Keport  of  deserters  on  the  Petersburg  front  shows  that  Gordon's 
corps,  Johnson's  division,  Pickett's  division,  Heth's  and  Wilcox's 
divisions  are  now  south  of  the  Appomattox.  This  leaves  only  Ker- 
shaw's and  Mahone's  divisions  north  of  the  James  and  between  the  two 
rivers. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


March  28,  18G5— 4.40  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point: 
Deserters  of  last  night  on  my  front  report  the  same  thing,  but  that 
leaves  Mahone's  division  between  the  Appomattox  and  James,  and 
Custis  Lee's  command,  three  brigades  of  Kershaw's  division,  and  Field's 
division  north  of  the  James.  The  total  force  of  the  euejny  at  this 
moment  north  of  the  James  is  as  follows:  Custis  Lee's  command, about 
2,000,  composed  of  the  following:  Eighteenth  Georgia  and  Eighteenth, 
Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  Tenth,  Twenty-fifth,  Fortieth,  Fifty-fifth,  Forty- 
seventh,  Twenty-second  Virginia  Battalions ;  Kershaw's  three  brigades, 
about  1,450;  Woftbrd's  brigade,  600;  Bryan's  brigade,  450;  and  Hum- 
phreys' brigade,  400;  Field's  division,  3,935  men;  Bratton's  brigade, 
1,325;  Benning's  brigade,  700;  Law's  brigade,  710;  Anderson's  brigade, 
900;  Gregg's  brigade,  300.    Total  north  of  the  James,  7,385  men. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- Ge7ieral, 


Marcjh  28,  1805—10.10  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point: 
A  most  intelligent  deserter,  who  says  he  only  came  in  because  he 
knocked  his  captain  (who  had  insulted  him)  down,  says  that  he  saw 
Corse's  brigade,  of  Pickett's  division,  this  morning;  that  it  was  then 
on  their  left;  that  three  brigades  of  Pickett's  division  crossed  on  Fri- 
day night,  and  were  to  support  Gordon's  attack;  that  Pickett  is 
blamed  because  he  was  late;  that  he  loitered  on  the  way  at  his  old 
headquarters.  This  deserter  belongs  to  Humphreys'  brigade,  of  Ker- 
shaw's division.    He  says  the  whole  of  Field's  division  is  over  here. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  38,  1805. 
Major- General  Wkitzel: 

The  iuformatiou  wliicli  you  telegraphed  is  tlie  same  that  I  got  from 
other  sources,  except  as  to  the  location  of  Corse's  brigade.  IJeserters 
to  theAriny  of  the  Potomac  report  three  brigades  of  Pickett's  division 
as  confronting  our  left,  and  1  understood  the  other  brigade  to  be 
between  Swift  Creek  and  the  Appomattox.  Field's  division  and  three 
brigades  of  Kershaw's  are  north  of  the  James,  besides  the  City  Battal- 
ions.   Your  informant  may  be  right  about  the  location  of  Corse. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


liEPABTMENT    HliAUQTJARTKBS, 

March  38,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Weitzel  : 

Deserters  from  Bermuda  front  rejMut  that  ])art,  if  not  all,  of  Pick- 
ett's division  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  James,  having  come  from 
Eichmoud  Saturday  morning,  immediately  after  the  fight  before  Peters- 
burg. One  man  says  the  mail-carrier  brought  in  the  re]>ort  that  some 
of  the  division  was  encamped  Saturday  on  the  telegraph  road  a  mile 
below  Chester  Station.    No  change  of  Mahone  on  Bermuda  front. 

FEED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Frovost-Marshal-Oencral. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va., 

March  28,  1865. 
General  Weitzel, 

Commanding : 
A  man  was  captured  ou  our  right  while  exchanging  papers.  All  com- 
manders below  me  think  he  ought  to  be  sent  back.  I  do  not  think  he 
ought  to  have  been  taken  or  that  he  ought  to  be  sent  back.  It  may 
prevent  our  getting  information,  but  we  can  afford  non-intercourse 
better  than  they,  I  think.  I  request  your  decision  regarding  the  dispo- 
sition to  be  made  of  the  prisoner.  I  have  no  idea  of  what  the  practice 
has  been,  or  whether  there  has  been  any  practice  concerning  it. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Cav.  Div.,  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  27.  ]  In  the  Field,  March  28, 1865. 

This  division  will  move  tins  p.  m.  at  0  o'clock.  The  men  will  have 
three  days'  cooked  I'ations  in  haversacks,  and  two  days'  forage  will  be 
carried  on  the  horses ;  six  days'  rations  and  forage  will  bo  carried  in 
wagons.  Commanding  officers  of  brigades  will  have  tlieir  brigades 
supplied  with  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man:  sixty  rounds  per 
man,  in  addition,  will  be  carried  in  wagons.  The  dismounted  men  of 
each  regiment,  if  more  than  twenty,  will  be  left  in  charge  of  a  com- 
missioned officer;  if  less  than  twenty,  in  charge  of  a  noncommissioned 
officer.  All  detachments  of  dismounted  men  will  report  at  once  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Twentietli  New  York  Cavalry  for  duty.  The 
Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry  will  remain  in  its  uresent  camij  and  will 
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not  move  with  the  division.  Captaiu  Noggle,  commauding  Fourth 
Wisconsin  Battery,  will  report  temporarily  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry.  The  commanding  officer  of  the 
Twentieth  I^ew  York  Cavalry  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Godfrey 
Weitzel  for  duty.  Commanding  officers  will  take  care  that  any  property 
left  in  the  several  camps  is  packed  up  and  prepared  for  removal,  as  it  is 
probable  the  camps  will  not  be  again  occui)ied  by  this  division.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry  will  at  once 
relieve  the  pickets  of  this  division. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  K.  S.  Mackenzie: 

AUGUSTUS  H.  FENN, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Aetillkby  Headquarteks,  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  Abbot, 

Commandinq  Siege  Train  : 
General:  On  the  movement  of  to-morrow  taking  place  you  will 
report  to  Major-General  Parke,  who  remains  in  command  of  the  lines 
of  Petersburg  and  City  Point.  Should  you  require  wagons  for  trans- 
porting ammunition  to  the  lines  you  will  obtain  them  on  application  to 
the  commander  of  the  Artillery  Eeserve,  with  whom  and  General  Tid- 
ball,  who  will  be  in  command  of  the  artillery,  you  will  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements.  This  is  rendered  necessary  because  the  quarter- 
master's department  needs  the  wagons  you  have  heretofore  used. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Winchester,  March  2S,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  12.15  p.  ni.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
If  General  Couch  is  not  available,  I  would  suggestGeneral  Franklin. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  each  of  those  officers  is  senior  to  me, 
however. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Militauv  Division, 

March  38,  1865. 
General  Emory: 

Major-General  Hancock  directs  me  to  say  that  if,  liom  the  information 
you  liiive,  you  think  a  force  sent  out  by  Colonel  Reno  can  effect  any- 
thing against  the  guerrillas  near  your  place,  you  can  send  a  dispatch, 
in  tile  general's  name,  by  special  engine,  to  General  Egan  to  send  out  a 
squadron  of  Reno's  regiment,  giving  him  such  information  as  you  may 
have  as  to  the  proper  direction  for  the  squadron  to  take. 

C.  II.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General, 
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Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Stephenson'' s  J)epot,  March  28,  1865 — 4.15  p.  m. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester,  Va.  : 
The  following  telegram  just  received  from  General  McMillao,  com- 
manding at  Summit  Point: 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  E.mory, 

Commanding  : 
A  small  band  of  the  enemy,  thought  to  be  about  fifty  strong,  attacked  the  wood 
party  near  Mrs.  Baylor's.  They  ■were  easily  driven.  I  am  now  scouting  the 
neighborhood  for  information.  A  few  men  are  wounded.  Will  send  further  infor- 
mation as  soon  as  obtained.  They  retreated  northwest,  in  the  direction  of  Smith- 
Jleld. 

J.  W.  MCMILLAN, 
Jirevet  Major-G eneral. 

WM.  11.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Stephenson's  Depot,  March  28, 1865 — 12  p.  m, 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Captain  Inwood,  just  returned,  reports  guerrilla  band  of  twenty-six 
under  a  Lieutenant  llussell.  Tracked  tbem  to  Bunker  Hill  and  Smith- 
Held,  thence  in  direction  of  Charlestown.  They  were  recognized  by 
citizens  as  men  from  Jefferson  County,  part  of  Mosby's  original  gang, 
but  now  under  command  of  Ross,  who  is  said  to  have  500  of  these  rob- 
bers divided  up  into  small  parties.  At  Bunlier  Hill  they  robbed  post- 
office  and  committed  many  other  robberies  along  the  line  of  march. 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  28, 1865. 
General  Torbert: 

General  :  A  party  of  guerrillas,  estimated  at  about  fifty,  attacked 
a  wood  party  near  Stephenson's  this  p.  m.,  wounding  several  men,  but 
were  driven  off.  They  retreated  toward  Smithfleld.  The  general 
desires  an  energetic  pursuit  or  attempt  to  capture  some  of  them  by  the 
party  sent  out.  Colonel  Reno  will  send  out  a  party  from  his  camp 
toward  Smithfleld  and  Bunker  Hill. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General,  &c. 


Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  March  28, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Loudoun  County  has  been  badly  scourged  by  a  small  band  of  guer- 
rillas under  the  lead  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Mobberly.  He  is  one  of 
Mosby's  understrappers;  is  a  desperate  villain ;  and, has  made  frequent 
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destractive  raids  on  the  railroad  into  Maryland.  A  party  of  citizens  of 
Loudoun  propose  to  capture  the  party,  if  armed  by  the  Government, 
and  ask  that  they  shall  have  such  reward  for  the  service  as  will  enable 
them  temporarily  to  live  elsewhere,  which  they  will  be  compelled  to  do 
if  they  are  successful.    I  think  the  result  would  justify  the  experiment. 

J.  D.  STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  28,  1865. 
General  Stevenson  : 

Some  guerrillas,  from  thirty  to  fifty  in  number,  have  been  reported. 
They  attacked  a  wood  party  at  Mrs.  Baylor's  between  Summit  Point 
and  Charlestown,  I  believe,  but  were  driven  off,  with  few  of  our  men 
wounded.  They  also  robbed  some  citizens  on  the  road  about  three 
miles  from  Stephenson's.  When  last  heard  from  the  attack  of  the 
wood  party  they  were  going  toward  Smithtield.  Please  notify  General 
Brooke  and  General  Egan. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-Oeneral. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  29,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Eichmoud  papers  of  to-day  have  been  received.     The  Dispatch  says: 

There  was  a  flying  rumor  yesterday'  that  the  Yankees  had  made  a  flying  move 
toward  the  South  Side  Railroad,  but  we  think  this  was  only  a  guess,  founded  on  the 
knowledge  that  Sheridan  had  joined  Grant. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  29,  1865 — 8.30 -p.  m. 

The  President,  City  Point  : 

We  have  no  news  here.  All  eyes  are  eagerly  bent  to  the  James 
Eiver  and  Petersburg.  I  hope  the  present  fine  weather  will  afford 
you  relaxation,  exercise,  and  improved  health.  I  am  not  aware  of 
anything  requiring  your  attention  here,  and  feel  that  your  presence 
with  the  army  will  be  gratifying  to  officers  and  soldiers,  while  reliev- 
ing you  from  torment.    1  beg  to  present  my  compliments  to  Mrs. 

Lincoln. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  29,  1865. 
General  John  A.  Rawlins, 

General  Granfs  Headquarters: 
Colonel  Sumner  has  gone  down  with  his  cavalry.    He  has  no  orders. 
Please  telesrraph  me  his  orders,  that  I  may  forward  them  to  him. 
*  T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
'  16  B.  E— VOL  XliVI.  PX  III 
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Gravelly  Run,  March  29, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Boweks, 

City  Point : 
Give  Colonel  Sumner  extract  from  General  Ord's  orders  which  directs 
the  movement  against  the  Weldon  road.     Ord  should  have  given  him 
orders  and  can  do  so  yet.    He  is  at  Humphreys'  Station. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  29,  18f)5 — 11  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  BoWEES, 

City  Point : 
Warren   reports   his  loss  this   afternoon    at   about  200   killed  and 
■wounded.    He  does  not  estimate  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  but  says  his  dead 
and  badly  wounded  are  in  our  hands;  also  about  100  prisoners. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  oe  the  Potomac, 

March  39,  1865.     (Received  9.15  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  Bowers: 

The  two  corps  moved  out,  meeting  with  no  serious  opposition  until 
quite  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  Griffin's  division,  of  Warren's  corps, 
struck  the  enemy  and  had  quite  a  fight.  Griffin  captured  about  100  of 
the  enemj-.  His  loss  not  reported.  Warren  piomptly  brought  up  his 
whole  corps,  and  u])on  advancing  he  found  that  the  enemy  had  retired 
to  his  main  works.  Humphreys  met  with  no  opposition  in  his  advance. 
Warren's  left  is  across  the  plank  road.  Humphreys'  right  is  on  Hatch- 
er's.    Sheridan  is  at  Dinwiddle,  and  no  enemy  to  oppose  him. 

E.  S.  PARKER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  29,  1865—8.50  a.  m.     (Received  8.55  a.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Humphreys  moved  at  0  a.  m.  and  is  now  taking  position.  Warren 
crossed  Hatcher's  Run  at  8  a.  m.  Few  shots  exchanged.  No  opposi- 
tion. The  telegraph  is  being  extended  across  Hatcher's  to  Hum- 
phreys' headquarters.  I  will  be  found-there.  Deserters  just  in  report 
no  movement  or  any  information  of  importance. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1865—5.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Major-General  Warren  re|)orts  that  Griffin,  when  advancing  on  the 
Quaker  road,  was  met  and  attacked  by  the  enemy.  Griffin  handsomely 
repulsed  the  attack,  taking  100  prisoners,  representing  portions  of 
Johnson's  and  Anderson's  divisions.    Major-General  Warren  reports  he 
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is  bringing:  up  Crawford  and  Ayres,  and  as  soon  as  tbey  are  in  posi- 
tion, or  by  6  p.  m.,  if  not  again  attacked,  he  will  attack  tbe  enemy. 
Major-General  Humphreys  reports  the  Second  Corps  in  position,  but 
no  enemy  in  his  front  as  yet,  he  still  advancing.  Orders  have  been 
sent  to  him  to  push  his  nearest  division  to  the  support  of  Warren. 

GEO.  G,  MEADE, 

Major- Geriefal. 

(Above  sent  also  for  information  of  commanding  officers  Sixth  and 
Ninth  Corps.) 


Headqtjarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

?Iarch  29,  1865 — 0.55  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant  : 

A  dispatch  of  5.50  p.  m.  from  General  Warren  reports  that  on 
advancing  to  attack  the  enemy  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  retired, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  withdrawn  to  his  main  line  of  works.  Major- 
General  Warren  is  following  him.  The  fighting  was  quite  severe  for  a 
while.  Casualties  not  yet  reported.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Sickel 
wounded.  General  Warren's  left  is  on  the  Boydton  pike.  He  states 
his  skirmishers  on  the  left  report  the  enemy's  cavalry  moving  rapidly 
north  from  Dinwiddie:  undoubtedly  before  Sheridan. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Gravelly  Greek,  March  39,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
General:  General  Warren's  report  of  5.50  p.  m.  looks  as  if  the 
enemy  may  fall  back  behind  Hatcher's  Eun  during  the  night,  leaving 
the  road  open  to  us  to  Burgess'  Tavern.  If  so,  we  will  want  to  wheel 
to  the  right  so  as  to  cover  all  the  crossings  of  the  run  as  soon  as  we 
can.  If  the  enemy  does  not  fall  back,  we  will  then  push  up  close  to 
him  and  feel  out  to  our  left  a7id  endeavor  to  force  him  to  tliis  course. 
Sheridan  has  received  orders  to  push  for  the  enemy's  right  rear  in  the 
morning,  unless  the  position  of  their  cavalry  makes  a  different  course 
necessary,  and  not  to  leave  us  until  he  receives  further  orders. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeuten  ant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Humphreys'  line  of  battle  occupies  Dabney's  Mill.  There 
has  been  some  sharp  skirmishing  about  sunset  at  that  point,  the 
enemy  evidently  feeling  for  our  position.  Humphreys'  right  is  now  in 
advance  of  Ord's  left.  Ord's  line  is,  however,  a  good  one  to  retain  for 
the  present,  but  as  it  can  be  held  with  two  divisions  I  would  suggest 
his  third  division  being  sent  across  Hatcher's  Run,  to  take  position  on 
Humphreys'  right  and  advance  with  him  in  the  morning,  when,  if  any 
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appreciable  alarm  is  made,  Ord  can  throw  forward  his  left.     If  this  sug- 
jfestion  is  approved  General  Ord  should  send  a  staff  officer  to  General 
Humphreys,  who  Avill  designate  the  ground  to  be  occupied. 
Very  resi)ectttilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Gbavklly  Okeek,  March  29,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  G.  Meade  : 

I  ordered  Ord  to  move  one  division  at  5  a.  m.  south  of  Hatcher's  Eun 
to  the  support  of  Humphreys'  right;  also  to  send  a  stad'  officer  to  report 
to  General  Humphreys  at  the  same  hour,  to  leave  when  the  division 
should  be  posted. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1865—9.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant  : 

The  inclosed  order  for  to-morrow's  movement  was  written  prior  to  the 
receipt  of  your  views.  I  think  it  embodies  them.  Since  writing  it  the 
inclosed  dispatch  from  Warren  has  been  received.  I  judge  from  it 
that  Griffin  (at,  1  think,  intersection  of  Quaker  and  Boydton  roads)  is 
up  to  the  enemy's  line  of  works — these  works,  as  1  understand,  extending 
in  front  of  the  White  Oak  road  and  south  of  Hatcher's  Run.  I  have 
written  to  Warren  that  if  this  is  the  case,  tliat  Griffin  is  up  to  these 
works,  then  he  must  deploy  to  the  left  as  far  as  he  can,  securing  his 
flank,  and  develop  their  line.  Humphreys  will  push  up  to  Warren's 
right  and  between  that  and  Hatcher's  Run.  The  enemy's  line  crosses 
the  run  about  on  the  prolongation  of  the  White  Oak  road.  If  they 
have  not  got  a  continuous  line  Humphreys'  movement  will  develop  the 
fact  arid  will  turn  their  works  on  the  Boydton  plank  in  front  of  Griffin 
if  they  are  detached.  This  order  has  been  issued,  but  can  be  modified 
if  you  wish  it. 

Respectfully,  youi-s, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

[luclouure  T^o.  1.] 

Headquarters  Army  ov  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1865. 
Major-General  Warren  will  advance  his  line  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  let- 
ting his  right  rest  over  and  across  the  Quaker  road  and  his  left  extend- 
ing as  far  as  consistent  with  a  due  covering  and  guarding  of  his  flank. 
Major-General  Humphreys  will  at  the  same  time  advance  his  line, 
keeping  his  left  connected  with  Major-General  Warren  and  throwing 
his  right  forward  as  far  as  Crow's.  The  object  of  this  movement  is  to 
force  the  enemy  into  liis  line  of  works  and  develop  the  same,  and  if  he 
is  found  out  of  his  line  to  give  battle.  Corps  commanders  will  endeavor 
to  have  reserves  suitably  posted  along  their  lines,  and  will  render  each 
other  such  mutual  support  as  the  exigencies  of  the  hour  may  demand. 
By  command  of  Major-General. Meade: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosiire  Ko.  2.] 

Headquakters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  18(15—7.30  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Webb,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Griffin  followed  up  tbe  enemy,  who  presented  only  a  skirmish 
line  wbicb  be  rapidly  drove  back.  Tbe  One  hundred  and  eighteenth 
Pennsylvania  drove  them  out  of  their  position  around  J.  Stroud's  on  tbe 
Boydton  plank  road.  Tbe  enemy  opened  then  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery from  near  tbe  White  Oak  road,  there  being  an  intervening  clear 
field  half  a  mile  or  more  across.  Tbe  difficult  woods  on  each  flank  pre- 
vented either  Generals  Miles  or  Crawford  keeping  up  on  the  right  and 
left,  and  it  -was  dark  before  they  could  be  informed  of  General  Griffin's 
position.  I  think  General  Griffin's  farther  advance  due  north  imprac- 
ticable if  tbe  enemy  offers  any  resistance.  Skirmish  firing  was  heard  to 
the  right  and  rear  of  Griffin's  advance,  and  infantry  of  tbe  enemy  could 
be  seen  withdrawing  to  the  \Vhite  Oak  road  moving  away  from  General 
Humphreys'  front.  1  have  intrenched  a  brigade  and  two  batteries  at  J. 
Stroud's,  placed  Crawford's  division  on  and  facing  the  plank  road  from 
that  point  to  Gravelly  Eun.  General  Miles  will  move  up  to  General 
Griffin's  right  (which  in  the  meantime  is  secure)  at  daybreak,  and  Gen- 
eral Ayres'  division  is  in  reserve  and  picketing  the  rear.  Our  killed 
and  wounded  the  surgeons  estimate  as  rising  300.  I  have  no  means  yet 
of  estimating  the  enemy's  loss,  but  his  dead  and  severely  wounded  are 
in  our  bands.  My  escort,  under  Captain  Horrell,  had  a  very  creditable 
fight  on  General  Griffin's  left  flank  and  performed  essential  service. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General, 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  29, 1865. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Vomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  come  to  City 
Point,  or  by  crossing  the  Appomattox  at  Broadway  Lauding  getting 
to  Bermuda  Hundred,  during  tbe  absence  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
army,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  direct  one  or  two  gun- 
boats to  lay  in  the  Appomattox  near  the  pontoon  bridge  and  two 
more  in  the  James  River  near  tbe  mouth  of  Baker's  Creek,  tbe  first 
stream  entering  the  James  River  below  City  Point. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


March  29, 1865—1.40  p.  m, 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
No  changes  on  this  portion  of  the  line.     Tbe  following  was  just 
received  from  Sergeant  Carotbers: 

At  11.30  a.  m.  two  pieces  of  artillery  were  observed  tbrougli  opeuing  iu  the  timber 
one  mile  south-southwest  from  liirge  fort.  Eight  working  parties  iniproviDg  works 
at  dift'erent  points. 

L.  A.  DILLINGHAM, 
JAeutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

(Same  to  Major  Paine,  headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 
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Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  29,  1865—9  a.  m. 

Lieutenaut  Benson,  Adjutant,  Signal  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac- 
Two  trains  have,  passed  toward  Kichmond  since  last  report,  aud  one 
toward  Petersburg.  A  report  of  movements  in  our  lines  was  sent  from 
Fort  Clifton  at  2  this  a.  m.,  and  signed  "Clifton."  Jt  was  impossible  to 
get  tlie  message  entire.  The  fort  station  called  the  shanty  station  for 
an  hour  and  a  half  after  2.30  this  a.  ra.  The  following  was  intercepted 
at  7  a.  m.: 

Sergeant  W. : 

Be  on  the  lookout  for  an  artillery  train  on  enemy's  line. 

CLIFTON. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 

(Same  to  Major  I'aine,  chief  signal  officer.  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 


Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  29, 1865—11.30  a.  m. 

Major  Paine,  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps : 

The  following  is  the  latter  and  largest  part  of  the  message: 

2    A.  M. 

Colonel  B. : 

Some river-liiiiik  or  o|i)>o»ite,  to  Kort  Clifton.     Seven  or  eight  wagons  ]iaBBed 

to  the  riffht  also. 

CLIFTON. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

Very  resi)ectfully, 

G.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  29,  1865—2.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Benson,  Adjutant,  Signal  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Large  body  of  cavalry  and  wagon  train  passing  toward  our  left  on 
road  rear  of  Whitehead's  factory. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 

(Same  to  Major  Paine,  chief  signal  officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 


Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  29,  1865—2.45  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Benson,  Adjutant,  Signal  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  cavalry  reported  at  2.10  occupied  thirty  minutes  at  a  walk  to 
pass  a  given  point.    The  train  consisted  of  about  sixty  wagons  and  ten 
ambulances,  guarded  by  cavalry.    At  a  point  rear  of  Whitehead's  fac 
tory  both  the  column  aud  train  turned  to  the  westward. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO,  W.  HOPPING. 

(Same  to  Major  Paine,  chief  signal  officer.  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 
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Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  J39,  18(i5—3.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Benson, 

Adjutant,  Signal  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potoviac : 
Nine  regiments  of  infantry,  aiuountiiijf  to  about  2,800,  just  passed  on 
road  north  85  degrees  west,  toward  our  left.    Distance,  about  live  miles. 

GEO.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 

(Same  to  Major  Paine,  cliief  signal  officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 


Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  29,  1865— 4  p.  m. 
Major  Paine, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps : 
Twenty -four  wagons  and  seven  ambulances  jnst  passed  toward  our 
left  on  road  rear  Whitehead's. 

GEO.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 


Makch  29,  186.5 — 5  p.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

A  columu  of  rebel  cavalry  moving  to  our  left  on  Pocahoutas  road,  well  closed; 
half  in  two  ranks  and  half  in  fonr  ranks.  Were  twenty  minutes  in  i)a8»ing  a  given 
point.     Estimated  at  2,400.     Trains  now  passing. 

JUDSON. 

Columu  of  cavalry,  twenty-six  minutes  passing,  moving  to  our  left  on  road  near 
and  parallel  with  Richmond  pike.     Heavy  train  following. 

JORDAN. 

Sixtv  wagons  followed  the  cavalry. 

JUDSON. 

L.  A.  DILLINGHAM, 

Lieutenu'lit,  Signal  Corps,  JJ.  S.  Army. 

(Same  to  Major  Paine,  headquarters  Nintli  Army  Corits,  and  Cap- 
tain Norton,  General  Ord's  headquarters.) 


March  29,  186.5— 5..30  p.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Working  parties  along  enemy's  lines  have  retired.  Tlieparty  reported 
at  work  on  new  line,  with  the  exception  of  about  200  at  work  on  small 
fort  to  our  left  of  the  line,  have  struck  their  tents  that  were  in  rear  of 
that  line  and  moved  toward  the  city  on  Boydton  road.  No  furtht. 
change  observed.  I  should  think  there  were  about  2,500  cavalry  and 
about  4,000  infantry  passed  to  our  left  in  the  columns  previously 
reported. 

L.  A.  DILLINGHAM, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

(Same  to  Major  Paine,  headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corjjs;  Captain 
Norton,  General  Ord's  headquarters.) 
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Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  39,  1865—6.30  p.  vi. 
Major  Paine, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 
Between  4  and  5  p.  m.  thirteen  wagons  and  six  ambulances  guarded 
by  infantrj'  passed  toward  our  left  on  road  rear  of  Whitehead's  factory. 
At  4.45  twenty-six  pioneers  went  toward  Goose  neck  battery,  and  at 
5.05  nineteen  infantry  went  from  Goose-neck  toward  Chesterfield  bat- 
tery.   The  following  have  been  intercepted: 

A.    M. 

Major  P. : 
A  train  of  thirty  ■wagons  iuat  paaned  Battery  5  toward  enemy's  left. 

W., 
Sergeant,  at  D. 

A.  M. 
Major  P. : 

One  train  of  nine  boxes  loaded  witli  men  just  passed  toward  City  Point. 

W., 
*  Sergeant,  at  J). 

1.15  V.  M. 
Colonel  B. : 

Three  regiments  infantry  drilling  iu  open  space.     A  small  increase  of  tents  in 
woods  to  left  of  open  space.     No  boats  visible  in  the  river. 

E., 
Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  64.  (  City  Point,  Va.,  March  29,  1865. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  commanding  Middle.  Military  Division, 
will  order  the  detachment  of  Company  D,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  now 
serving  with  him  to  report  immediately  to  these  headquarters,  where- 
ever  they  may  be,  in  the  field. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant: 

E.  S.  PAEKEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Beadqtiarters  Second  Corps, 

March  29,  1865 — 6.15  a.  m. 
Maijor-General  Webb: 

We  have  three  deserters  this  morning,  one  of  them  a  lieutenant  of 
Gracie's  briga<le.  He  says  Grade's  and  Wise's  brigades  have  remained 
in  the  intrenchments  here  as  they  were  on  Saturday,  in  addition  to  the 
force  previously  here. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major- Oeneral,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

March  ^9,  1865—7.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  am  just  informed  by  tbe  division  officer  of  the  day  Second  Division 
that  two  men  of  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  wlio  went 
on  picket  last  night  deserted  to  the  enemy  a  little  before  daylight  this 
morning.  The  Second  Division  did  not  begin  to  move  imtil  6.30.  They 
were  ordered  to  move  at  6. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  39,  1865 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-<ieneral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  troops  were  ordered  to  move  at  C  o'clock  without  reference  to 
General  Gibbon's  troops,  and  moved  at  6.30.     General  Gibbon's  troops 
have  relieved  mine. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865 — 8.45  a.  m. 
Maior-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  am  now  establishing  my  line.     Am  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
Gravelly  Eun,  on  Vaughan  road. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEET^S, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Sent  by  orderly.) 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  opened  the  road,  which  was  blocked,  and  taken  the  intrenched 
picket-line  which  was  scarcely  more  than  watched.  I  believe  that  it 
runs  to  Dabney's  Mill  on  our  right.  Have  sent  to  see,  and  expect  every 
moment  to  hear  from  General  Hays  that  his  reconnaissance  of  300  men 
is  there.  This  intrenched  line,  however,  does  not  cross  the  Quaker  road 
a  mile  north  of  Quaker  Meeting-house,  but  turns  toward  Gravelly  Eun, 
passing  by  Miles'  left.  I  sent  out  the  escort  to  follow  out  the  road  which 
intersects  the  Quaker  road  about  one  mile  north  of  Quaker  Meeting- 
house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-General. 
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Crossing  of  Gbavei^ly  Run  and  Quaker  Eoad, 

March  .8.9,  1865—2.15  p.  vi. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 
General  GriflBin  is  getting  slowly  over  the  run.  Bridge  down.  He 
reports  that  he  has  pushed  past  a  grave-yard,  but  has  not  seen  any 
chapel.  General  Meade  desires  you  to  push  out  toward  him  and  send 
an  officer  to  communicate  with  him.  He  seems  to  be  puzzled  about  his 
position. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
lirevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 

P.  S. — All  moving  now.     Bridge  built. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  39,  1865 — i.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

General  Griffin  has  been  attacked  by  two  divisions  of  the  enemy. 
The  statt'  officer  was  not  able  to  find  you  and  has  been  directed  to 
order  General  Miles  to  go  to  Griffin's  support  in  case  he  should  overlap 
General  Warren's  right,  but  he  is  also  ordered  not  to  break  u^)  the 
connection  with  our  right. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  39,  1865—5.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

General  Warren  will  attack  at  6  p.  m.  The  general  commanding 
wishes  you  to  support  him  with  Miles  at  that  hour,  if  you  can  spare 
Miles.  Attack  with  your  line  at  the  same  tlTue  if  you  can  gain  anything, 
but  be  sure  to  follow  up  Warren. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 
At  Miles''  Division,  March  29,  1865 — 6.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Miles  is  moving  forward  with  Griffin  and  will  attack  with  him  if  the 
enemy  are  found ;  Mott  the  same,  and  Hays.  Our  line  of  battle  has 
been  advanced  through  the  densest  small  growth  more  than  a  mile.  I 
send  you  a  dispatch*  from  Major  Bingham,  which  reached  me  after  a 
long  circuit. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-General. 

*  Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  39,  1865—11  p.  m. 

Major-Geiieral  Webb: 

Will  General  Ord  send  a  division  to  take  position  on  my  right  and 
move  ■when  we  do? 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 

Major- General. 


Yes;  and  a  staff  officer  will  report  to  you. 

ALP:X.  S.  WEBB, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquabtkks  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 

The  following  instructions  from  the  major-general  commanding  the 
army  for  the  movement  to-morrow  are  furnished  lor  your  information 
and  guidance: 

Before  advancing  Brigadier- General  Hays  will  contract  his  right  so 
that  it  will  move  nearly  along  the  road  from  Dabney's  Mill  to  J. 
Crow's.  He  will  have  one  brigade  in  resserve,  as  will  each  of  the  other 
division  commanders. 

A  division  of  General  Ord's  army  will  move  on  the  right  of  Hays' 
and  keep  connected  with  it.  Division  commanders  will  mutually  sup- 
port each  other  when  called  upon  to  do  so. 

General  Hays  will  maintain  the  connection  of  his  pickets  with  those 
of  the  troops  from  the  Army  of  the  James. 

General  Miles  will  maintain  connection  with  General  Griffin  and  sup- 
port him  if  necessary. 

Division  commanders  will  keep  the  commanding  general  of  the  corps 
constantly  advised  of  their  progress  and  the  character  of  the  ground 
they  are  occupying. 

The  headquarters  of  the  corps  will  be  about  the  center  of  the  line  of 
battle. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  29, 186,5—4.10  p.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

We  have  prisoners  irom  Bushrod  Johnson's  division.     They  report 
many  troops  coming  down  the  road  to  attack  us.    Our  two  advances 
met  and  drove  them  back.    They  are  now  deploying  on  our  front.    I 
should  like  re-enforcements  if  your  line  will  permit. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAREEN, 

Major-General. 
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Headqtiartkrs  Second  Army  Corps, 

31  arch  39,  1865—1.30  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  N,  A.  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
.General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  me  to 
say  that  parties  have  been  sent  out  by  Generals  Mott  and  Hays  with  a 
view  to  finding  the  intrenched  picket-line  of  the  enemy  and  securing  it. 
General  Hays  is  ordered  to  go  to  Dabney's  Mill.  General  Humphreys 
wishes  you  to  send  out  a  party  of,  say,  about  300  men  from  your  front 
with  the  same  object,  viz,  to  ascertain  where  the  picket-line  of  the 
enemy  is;  obtain  possession  of  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqttarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—2.20  p.  m. 
Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  The  Fifth  Corps  has  advanced  its  line  of  battle  about 
1,000  yards.  It  is  now  at  the  Friends  Meeting-house.  Its  picket-line 
is  advanced  still  farther  (about  800  yards).  I  have  sent  out  300  nien 
to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  have  also  ordered  my  picket-line 
forward  some  500  yards.  Men  have  been  sent  to  extend  my  picket-line 
to  the  left  so  as  to  connect  with  that  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major -General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865 — 4.50  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  :  General  Humphreys  directs  that,  in  case  General  Warren 
should  be  attacked  or  should  attack  and  need  re-enforcements  and 
apply  to  you  for  them,  you  will  support  him  but  will  not  break  your 
connection  with  General  Mott. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—6  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General  :  General  Miles  will  probably  move  to  the  left  to  keep  up 
the  connection  with  General  Warren.    You  will  please  extend  your  left 
when  necessary,  keeping  connected  with  General  Miles. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—6.25  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
General:   General    Humphreys  directs   me    to  say  that  General 
Miles  will  soon  advance.    You  will  advance  with  him,  keeping  u^)  the 
connection.    General  Miles  may  incline  somewhat  to  the  left,  but  you 
will  keep  up  the  connection. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
General  M.  is  now  advancing. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  main  and  picket  lines 
are  formed  and  the  instructions  complete.  General  Miles  moved  so  far 
to  the  left  that  it  took  three  regiments  from  my  reserve  brigade  to  fill 
in  the  vacancy. 

Very  resi)ectftil]y,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—10  p.  m. 
Brigade  commanders  will  cause  strict  vigilance  to  be  maintained 
during  the  night.     The  command  will  be  under  arms  half  an  hour 
before  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Mott: 

WM.  E.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Eowanty  Creek,  March  29,  1865 — 5.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  The  head  of  my  column  reached  here  at  4.45  a.  m.  One 
or  two  shots  were  fired,  probably  as  an  alarm,  for  no  opposition  was 
made  to  our  crossing.  My  infantry  are  crossing  on  the  wreck  of  my 
former  bridge  and  the  engineers  are  laying  a  bridge  for  the  artillery. 
The  roads  are  good,  except  occasional  mud-holes. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 

Sent  by  orderly  to  Second  Corps  headquarters  to  be  telegraphed. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 
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March  29,  1865—8.15  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  column  is  just  passiog  the  junction  of  the  stage  road  with  the 
Vaughan  road.  No  sign  of  enemy.  I  have  an  old  negro  who  has  been 
biding  around  in  the  woods  near  Crawford  Church.  He  says  he  saw  a 
man  from  Dinwiddle  Court-House  yesterday,  and  there  were  no  troops 
there.  I  cannot  rely  much  upon  what  he  says.  I  send  this  up  the 
Vaughan  road  by  Captain  Winslow  with  an  escort  often  men. 
Kespectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headqtjartebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  29,  1865 — 8.45  a.  m.  '  (Received  10.20  a.  m.) 
Major-Geueral  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 
Major-General  Meade  directs  you  to  move  up  the  Quaker  road  to 
Gravelly  Run  crossing.    By  throwing  out  parties  to  your  right  you 
will  be  able  to  find  General  Humphreys  in  direction  of  J.  Slaughter's 
(the  most  northerly).    He  is  feeling  out  in  that  direction. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- Gene7-al,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  have  just  received  the  dispatch  by  Major  Jay.  I  think 
my  skirmishers  are  out  on  the  Quaker  road  as  far  as  Gravelly  Run. 
They  had  been  ordered  there,  and  I'll  see  that  it  is  done.  My  command 
will  be  posted  as  follows:  One  brigade,  with  the  trains,  at  the  junction 
of  Vaughan  road  and  stage  road;  two  brigades  at  the  crossing  of 
the  Quaker  and  Vaughan  roads;  a  brigade  up  the  Quaker  road;  one 
upon  the  road  lending  to  R.  Boisseau's;  Griffin's  division  near  Chapel 
[Chappell],  Scott,  and  Hargrave.  Skirmish  lines  will  be  put  well  out, 
and  as  soon  as  things  are  in  hand  I  will  push  a  force  out  to  R.  Bois- 
seau's on  the  plank  road.  Barringei's  brigade,  and  perhaps  a  division 
of  cavalry,  passed  down  Quaker  road  to  Stony  Creek  yesterday.  No 
enemy  met;  a  few  scouts  seen. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 
Vaughan  Road,  March  29,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
[General  Warren:] 

General,:  General  Crawford  has  just  passed  this  point.  Genera! 
Humphreys'  skirmishers  are  extended  nearly  to  the  stage  road  and  are 
now  passing  Hargrave's  house. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hkauquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1C.65— 11.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 
From  your  last  dispatcli  the  major-general  commanding  would  infer 
that  you  did  not  understand  his  last  order  by  Major  Jay.  Your  dispo- 
sitions to  cover  your  left  and  rear  are  approved,  but  this  must  not  pre- 
vent your  moving  your  corps  up  the  Quaker  road  across  Gravelly  Bun, 
and  tlieu  taking  position,  facing  north,  with  your  right  connecting  with 
General  Humphreys.  This  done,  you  can  make  dispositions  to  cover 
your  left,  and  you  will  cover  and  hold  the  plank  road,  if  possible,  with 
your  corps. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—12  m. 
General  Webb: 

I  did  not  understand  till  Captain  Emory  came  that  I  was  to  move 
my  corps  up  the  Quaker  road.  My  dispositions  were  preliminary  to 
feeling  oiit  from  my  assigned  position  here.  I  have  sent  my  escort  out 
toward  K.  Boisseau's  and  they  have  not  yet  returned.  General  GriflBn's 
division  is  now  moving  up  the  Quaker  road,  as  directed,  and  1  will  send 
Crawford  after  him  and  dispose  of  tlie  troops  according  to  develop- 
ments and  as  directed  iu  the  dispatch  just  received. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HBADQtTARTERS    FiFTH  ARMY   CORPS, 

March  29,  1865 — i  p.  vi. 
General  Webb: 

General  Griffin  struck  the  enemy  in  some  force  about  one  mile  from 
where  we  left  you,  and  his  men  became  i)retty  warmly  engaged.  I  am 
deploying  Crawford  ou  his  left.  It  is  our  artillery  that  is  firing.  I 
shall  bring  up  Ayres,  if  npcessary,  as  the  enemy's  infantry  keep  extend- 
ing to  our  left  toward  Gravelly  Run. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

[March  29,  1865] — 4.45  p.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Griffin  met  on  the  march  both  Johnson's  and  Anderson's 

divisions  and  drove  them  back,  capturing  about  100  prisoners.    I  am 

getting  Crawford  into  position  and  also  the  artillery,  bringing  up  two 

brigadeg  of  Ayresj  and  am  ready  to  go  forward  as  soon  as  1  can  get 
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connection  Tvith  the  Second  Corps.     I  shall  attack  anyhow  about  6  p. 
m.,  if  not  attacked  sooner  myself.     The  enemy  was  marching  down  and 
not  in  breast-works. 
EespectfuUy, 

G.  K.  WAKKEN, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps.) 


Headquartkks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  39,  1865—5.40  p.  m. 
General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 
I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Meade  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  dispatch  announcing  General  Griffin's  success  and  your  intention 
to  attack.  He  is  gratified  to  learn  that  your  intention  is  to  push  the 
enemy,  and  wishes  you  every  success.  Genera^  Humphreys  has  been 
ordered  to  support  you  with  Miles'  division  and  to  push  forward  with 
his  line. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HKAUyUARTERS    FiFTH   ARMY    CORPS, 

March  29,  1865 — 5.50  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

General  Griffin's  skirmish  line  advanced  as  soon  as  the  enemy  gave 
way  and  found  that  they  had  retired,  probably  to  their  intrenchments. 
General  Crawford's  skirmishers  on  the  left,  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
posted,  advanced  to  beyond  the  Boydton  pike.  My  lines  are  now  fol- 
lowing up  the  skirmish  line.  The  fight  occurred  just  north  of  an  old 
saw-mill,  about  a  mile  from  Gravelly  Kun.  General  Ayres  sfends  me 
word  that  our  picket-line  sees  the  enemy's  cavalry  flying  north  from 
Dinwiddie,  and  think  Sheridan  is  after  them.  The  fighting  was  very 
severe  for  a  while.  I  cannot  yet  estimate  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
either  side.  General  Sickel  is  wounded;  Major  Maceueu  is  killed; 
General  Chamberlain  was  slightly  wounded. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1865—7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  congratulate  you  and 
Major-General  Griffin  upon  your  success  to-day.    The  telegraph  will 
soon  be  at  your  headquarters,  and  you  will  then  be  in  communication 
with  these  headquarters. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[March  29,  1865.— For  Warren  to  Webb,  7.30 1).  m.,  reporting  opera- 
tions, &c.,  see  p.  245.] 
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Headquaktees  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1865—9.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  state  that  from  your 
dispatch  he  infers  that  the  main  points  of  the  order*  now  sent  to  yoa 
have  been  practically  carried  out  by  General  Griffin.  You  will,  however,, 
determine  this  definitely  in  the  morning,  and  the  enemy  being  driven 
within  his  works  you  will  extend  your  line  to  the  left  and  will  determine 
the  position  of  his  works.  General  Humphreys  will  push  on  and  will 
do  the  same  in  his  front.  You  will  develop  to  your  left  as  far  as  possi- 
ble consistent  with  the  instructions  to  protect  your  flank. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
March  29, 1865—9.20  p.  m.     (Received  10.40  p.  m,} 
Major-General  Warren,  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  trains  of  Fifth  Corps  are  ordered  to  move  up  and  to  cross  Grav- 
elly Run  and  park  on  open  field  on  north  side. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  29, 1865.     (Received  10.45  p.  ni.) 
Colonel  Locke  : 

General  Meade  wishes  to  know  whether  the  pontoon  bridge  has  been 
thrown  over  Gravelly  Run. 

J.  C.  UUANE, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Colonel. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 
Colonel  DuANE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
The  pontoon  bridge  was  laid  over  Gravelly  Run  this  afternoon. 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29, 1865—11.20  p.  m. 

Division  commanders  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  at  6  a.  m, 
to-morrow  either  to  advance  upon  the  enemy  or  to  repel  any  attempt  on 
his  part. 
The  order  is  to  advance. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  See  inclosure  No.  1,  p.  244. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29, 1865 — 7,50  a.  m.     , 
JBrevet  Major-Geueral  Griffin, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  leave 
one  brigade  of  pioneers  to  march  ahead  of  the  artillery,  which  follows 
your  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brenet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 
Major-General  Griffin, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 
General  :  If  there  are  any  portions  of  the  batteries  obstructing  the 
passage  of  your  column  the  major-general  commanding  directs  that 
you  pass  them  and  come  right  on. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED,  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—6.15  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Ayrbs, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 
General  :  As  your  position  is  now  so  covered  by  the  troops  this 
side  of  the  run  withdraw  all  your  pickets  to  the  main  body.  For  the 
present  have  one  brigade  near  your  present  headquarters,  having  one 
of  its  regiments  posted  at  the  intersection  of  the  Vaughan  and  Quaker 
roads.  Bring  the  other  brigades  up  to  join  Winthrop's  brigade,  and 
come  yourself. 
By  command  of  Major-Geneial  Warren: 

FKED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865 — 7.50  a.  m. 
General  Crawford, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  pioneers 
of  your  division  accompany  the  ammunition  train. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


c-HAP.I-vm.]  COREESPDWDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  259 

Hkadquabters  Fifth  Army  Ooeps, 

March  29,  1865—9.10  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Crawford, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
Gewkral  :  The  major-general  commauding  desires  you  to  let  one  of 
your  brigades  escort  the  portion  of  our  train  which  crosses  the  Eow- 
auty  up  to  the  poist  where  the  Vanghan  road  forms  a  junction  -vdth 
the  stage  road.    Headquarters  are  at  present  at  this  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOOKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  vettd  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs  Third  Division,  Fifth  Abuy  Corps, 

March  39, 1865. 
Brigade  commanders  will  have  their  men  aroused  to-morrow  morn- 
ing in  time  to  have  their  cofitee  and  to  be  under  arms  an  hour  before 
daylight. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crawford : 

J.  HARRISON  LAMBDIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
on  the  lines  of  this  corps  duriug  the  past  twenty-four  hours.    Six 
deserters  were  received. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1865—7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Sixth  Corps: 
Since  the  dispatch  of  General  Meade  to  General  Grant  the  following 
has  been  received:  General  Warren  reports  that  since  attack  of  the 
enemy  upon  General  GrifBn  the  enemy  has  withdrawn.  General 
Warren  is  following  them  up.  They  are  supposed  to  be  within  their 
line  of  works. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Major-Gejieral  Parke,  Ninth  Corps.) 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 
President  Lincoln: 

Everything  has  been  quiet  on  my  front  to-day,  the  enemy  having 
neither  increased  nor  diminished  his  force  up  to  dark.  His  working 
parties  have  been   somewhat    larger  and  more    active  than  usual. 
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During  the  afternoon  troops  from  the  right  have  passed  my  front  going 
toward  the  left.  Their  numbers  were  perhaps  4,000  infantry  and  2,000 
cavalry. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  39,  1865 — 9.45  p.  m. 
Major- General  Pakke  : 

A  lieutenant  and  six  men  from  Steuart's  brigade,  of  Pickett's  divis- 
ion, have  just  come  in.  The  officer  reports  that  his  brigade  was  on  the 
line  near  the  Squirrel  Level  road  and  the  other  brigades  of  the  division 
were  on  the  Cox  road,  three  miles  from  town;  that  his  brigade  moved 
about  two  hours  before  dark  toward  their  right  to  form  a  junction,  as 
was  understood,  with  the  other  brigades,  the  whole  to  continue  toward 
the  right,  but  to  what  point  was  not  known.  One  other  brigade, 
which  one  not  known,  was  under  similar  orders.  He  knows  of  no 
other  movement  of  troops.  Two  deserters  from  Scales'  brigade  report 
that  the  line  of  their  division  has  been  extended  to  the  right,  their  own 
brigade  having  been  extended  a  little. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General, 
(Same  to  Generals  Webb  and  Ord.) 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—9.55  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord  : 

It  appears  on  further  investigation  that  the  brigades  of  Wilcox's 
division,  instead  of  stretching  out,  moved  a  little  to  their  right  with- 
out extending  their  front. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Generals  Parke  and  Webb.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  29,  1865—10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Sixth  Corps: 

No  report  ou  any  movement  received  until  you  speak  of  further  inves- 
tigation. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—10.45  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb: 

All  reports  agree  in  stating  that  the  only  change  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  in  my  front  up  to  this  time  is  the  increased  activity  of  his 
working  parties  engaged  in  perfecting  his  Hue.  It  is  believed  no  troops 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  front  of  the  corps. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquartebs  Sixth  Corps, 

March  39, 1865— 4.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

The  eDemy  sliow  more  activity  and  stronger  working  parties  in  my 
front  than  lieretofore;  otherwise  there  is  no  movement  of  any  kind  dis- 
coverable by  the  pickets  or  from  the  signal  tower.  Your  dispatch  in 
reference  to  a  movement  of  troops  in  your  front  just  received,  and  I 
have  directed  a  good  lookout  to  ba  kept  in  consequence  to  detect  any 
movement. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT,  . 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29, 1865. 
Major-General  Wright  : 
Heavy  cauuonadiug  on  my  lines.    No  report  as  yet. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29, 1865— 10.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps  : 
The  enemy  threw  up  a  number  of  rockets  and  then  opened  with  mor- 
tars, and  picket-firing  increased  all  along  the  line. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29, 1865—11.05  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps : 

The  cannonading  is  confined  entirely  to  my  front. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Sixth  army  Corps, 

March  29, 1865, 

Col.  W.  S.  Truex, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 
Colonel  :  The  general  commanding  the  division  directs  that  you 
immediately  send  the  two  largest  regiments  of  your  brigade  to  occupy 
the  line  from  Fort  Gregg  to  Fort  Cummings  (inclusive  of  the  last  fort), 
the  senior  officer  of  the  two  regiments  to  report  here  at  once  for  instruc- 
tions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  V.  TEACY, 
Brevet  Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquabteks  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  39,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 
Capt.  C.  L.  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
Column  of  infantry  passing  west  between  South  Side  Bailroad  and 
the  river;  twenty-eight  minutes  passing  point  west  10  from  station, 
followed  by  twenty-one  wagons  and  seven  ambulances;  did  not  seethe 
head  of  column.  Also  column  of  cavalry  moving  west  on  Cox  road ; 
twelve  colors  seen;  tweuty-foar  minutes  passing  point  due  north  from 
station ;  not  well  closed  up.  No  changes  in  lines  in  our  immediate  front. 
Will  report  again  in  a  few  minutes. 

L.  A.  DILLINGHAM, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps, 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—7.40  p.  m. 
Capt.  C.  L.  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Your  dispatch  received.  Until  10  a.  m.  the  atmosphere  was  unfavor- 
able for  observation.  All  quiet  was  reported  along  the  line  until  after 
noon.  2.10  p.  m.  Walthall  station  reported  large  body  of  cavalry  and  a 
wagon  train  passing  toward  our  left  on  road  rear  of  Whitehead's  fac- 
tory; thirty  minutes  passing  a  given  point.  Train  consisted  of  sixty 
wagons  and  ten  ambulances.  This  report  was  sustained  by  Sergeants 
Judson,  Carothers,  and  Jordan  in  almost  precisely  the  same  words. 
Again  at  3.30  Walthall  station  reported  nine  regiments  of  infantry, 
amounting  to  about  2,800,  passing  to  our  left,  on  road  north  85  degrees 
west  from  that  point,  distant  five  miles.  Of  this  same  column  Sergeant 
Judson  says : 

Column  of  infantry  passing  to  onr  left  on  Pocahontas  road,  marching  common 
time  and  •well  closed  up,  twenty-five  minutes  passing  a  point. 

Lieutenant  Dillingham's  report  of  both  infantry  and  cavalry  was  a 
repetition  of  the  above.  No  unusual  activity  in  our  front,  and  remark- 
able quiet  has  prevailed  all  day. 

J,  C.  PAINE, 

Brevet  Major. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 
The  President, 

City  Point: 

Owing  to  smoke  and  haze  no  observations  were  made  beyond  the 
enemy's  picket-line  until  10  a.  m.;  then  small  working  parties  were 
engaged  at  several  points.  No  unusual  activity  observed  among  their 
troops,  nor  indications  of  a  movement  on  our  immediate  front.  Between 
2  and  5  p.  m.  about  3,000  infantry  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  passed  our 
front  from  toward  Swift  Creek,  going  out  on  Cox's  road  toward  the 
left.     General  Wright  reports  that — 

The  enemy  show  more  activity  and  stronger  working  parties  in  my  front  than 
heretofore ;  otherwise  there  is  no  movement  of  any  kind  discoverable  by  the  pickets 
or  from  the  signal  tower.  Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  a  movement  of  troops  in 
your  front  just  received,  and  have  directed  a  good  lookout  to  be  keptin  consequence 
to  detect  any  movement. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865— 10.45  p.  m. 
The  President, 

City  Point: 

About  10.15  the  enemy  threw  up  a  number  of  signal-rockets  on  dif- 
ferent parts  of  his  lines,  then  opened  with  mortars,  and  picket-firing 
greatly  increased.  I  hardly  can  believe  it  is  intended  as  an  attack  on 
my  front,  bnt  may  be  intended  to  cover  movements  elsewhere. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

M(^or- General. 


(Copies  to  Major-Generals  Meade  and  Wright. 


Gravelly  Creek,  March  29,  1865. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commandincj  Ninth  Corps : 
A  large  body  of  cavalry  were  reported  to  have  gone  southeast  yester- 
day.    It  may  be  barely  possible  that  Sheridan  will  pass  out  west  of 
them,  leaving  them  to  annoy  your  rear.     You  had  better  send  a  scout- 
ing party  of  cavalry  far  out  to  the  rear  to  watch. 

D.  8.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29, 1865— 10.45  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

Two  of  Sherman's  men,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania,  Thirty-eighth 
Indiana,  taken  prisoners  near  Fayetteville  and  escaped  from  their 
guard  at  Koanoke  Station,  have  just  come  in.  They  crossed  the  Notto- 
way below  the  railroad  bridge.  Saw  and  heard  nothing  of  any  large 
body  of  cavalry.  The  negroes  told  them  that  the  rebel  cavalry  had 
gone  to  Dinwiddie  to  meet  an  expected  raid  from  us.  I  sent  out  scouts, 
but  have  elicited  nothing  as  yet. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  corps  officer  of  the  day  reports  that  the  enemy  were  very  busy 
on  their  works  on  different  parts  of  the  line  during  the  past  twenty-four 
hours.  There  was  considerable  stir  in  Petersburg  during  the  night,  and 
sharp  picket-firing  was  kept  up  at  many  points.  Sixteen  deserters  came 
in  on  Potter's  front,  representing  three  brigades  of  Grimes'  division — 
Fifty-third  North  Carolina,  Forty-fourth  Georgia,  Twelfth  Alabama. 
No  change  is  observable  in  enemy's  line  this  a.  m. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  39,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Twelve  deserters  from  Cook's  and  Battle's  brigades  came  in  on  Gen- 
eral Potter's  front.  One  man  came  from  the  rear  at  dusk.  They  know 
of  no  movement  of  troops.  Cox's  brigade  was  expected  to  strengthen 
their  line,  "which  has  been  weak  since  the  25th.  Colonel  Eobinson, 
commanding  McLaughlen's  brigade,  reports  three  deserters  from  Lewis' 
brigade,  who  state  that  they  anticipate  a  heavy  flght  on  their  right  and 
an  attack  here.  I  have  as  yet  heard  nothing  from  the  mounted  regi- 
ment that  was  to  report  to  me. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Two  of  Sherman's  men,  after  having  been  taken  prisoners  escaped 
from  their  guard,  came  into  our  lines  this  afternoon  and  make  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

Headquartkrs  Ninth  Army  Corps,  Provost-Marshal's  Offick, 

March  29,  1865. 
Hiram  Witmer,  of  Company  H,  Seventy-ninth  PcnnBylvania  Volunteers,  and  Elzy 
C.  Gray,  Company  I,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers,  state  that  they  were  cap- 
tured on  the  10th  instant  by  Wade  Hampton's  cavalry  seven  miles  south  of  Fayette- 
ville,  N.  C.  They  were  taken  from  there  same  night,  crossing  the  Cape  Fear  River; 
next  day  were  marched  to  Raleigh,  N.  C. ;  next  day  were  put  on  the  cars  and  taken 
to  Henderson  Station,  Weldon  and  Petersburg  Railroad;  from  there  were  three 
days  marching  to  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad ;  struck  this  railroad  at  Roanoke 
Station,  then  broke  guard  and  left  on  the  21et  for  the  Union  lines,  crossing  the  Not- 
toway between  Blacks  and  Whites  Station  and  Jonesborough ;  followed  the  north 
side  of  the  Nottoway  to  the  junction  of  that  river  and  the  Weldon  railroad  about 
five  [miles]  south  of  the  mouth  of  Stony  Creek ;  then  struck  north ;  passed  Sussex 
Court-House,  keeping  the  Nottoway  to  our  left,  recrossing  it  near  the  Weldon  rail- 
road in  a  boat,  and.  came  into  our  lines  near  Reams'  Station.  Heard  of  none  of  the 
enemy's  forces  except  about  200  cavalry  at  Jonesborough,  500  at  Stony  Creek  bridge. 
Heard  the  rest  had  gone  to  the  loft  of  the  enrmy's  lines,  looking  for  Sheridan. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

MajorOeneral. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—10.30  j>.  w. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Heavy  cannonading  on  nij'  front  just  commenced.      No  report  as 
yet. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  ]  March  29,  1865. 

A  sufficient  time  having  elapsed  for  a  candid  examination  into  the 
action  of  the  25th  instant,  the  brevet  major-general  commanding 
desires  to  congratulate  the  troops  of  this  division.    You  have  passed 
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through  one  of  the  most  trying  hazards  of  battle  and  acquitted  your- 
selves as  veterans  only  could.  Your  center  was  assaulted  by  over- 
whelming odds  and  pierced.  Battery  No.  10  and  Fort  Stedman  were 
captured.  From  these  works,  standing  on  a  commanding  hill,  the 
enemy  pushed  his  victorious  troops  on  your  flanks  and  rear.  On  the 
right  his  advance  toward  Battery  No.  9  was  checked  promptly  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  by  the  brave  troops  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  some 
400  prisoners  [taken].  On  the  left  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous  assault 
on  Fort  Haskell,  but  were  as  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  rallied  troops 
of  the  Tliird  Brigade,  whose  ranks  had  been  crushed  but  whose  spirit 
was  unbroked  by  so  alarming  a  disaster.  When  the  lines  of  the  Third 
Division  advanced  toward  Fort  Stedman  your  skirmishers  mingled 
with  the  foremost  of  that  gallant  division,  and  at  the  first  sign  of  the 
enemy's  retreat  you  pushed  forward  along  the  trenches  on  the  right 
and  left,  captured  the  occupants  of  your  works,  gained  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  who  had  advanced  from  your  lines,  cut  off  their  retreat  and 
assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  main  body.  To  some  of  your  number, 
officers  and  men  of  the  Third  Maryland  and  One  hundredth  Pennsyl- 
vania, seems  to  be  justly  due  the  praise  of  being  the  first  to  re-enter  the 
captured  fort.  The  flag  of  the  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  was  the 
first  planted  on  the  ramparts.  You  count  among  your  trophies,  seven 
rebel  flags,  together  with  one  of  ours  recaptured,  and  fully  1,000  pris- 
oners, while  we  have  lost  neither  guns  nor  colors  and  only  one-fifth  as 
many  prisoners  as  they.  As  you  have  been  congratulated  on  your  gal- 
lantry by  the  corps  commander,  it  would  be  superfluous  in  your  divis- 
ion conimander  to  add  a  word  of  praise  beyond  that  contained  in  the 
statement  of  this  signal  repulse  of  the  enemy  and  its  brilliant  results. 
He  can  only  add  his  grateful  thanks  for  the  past  and  renewed  confi- 
dence in  you  for  the  future. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


CiRClTLAR.]  HDQBS.  PIEST   DIVISION,  NiNTH   ARMY   OORPS, 

March  39,  1865. 
The  troops  of  this  command  will  stand  to  arms  this  p.  m.,  with  their 
accounterments,  at  4  o'clock,  and  remain  so  until  after  dark.  Unless 
orders  are  given  to  the  contrary,  the  same  instructions  embodied  in 
circular  of  last  night  in  regard  to  trench  guard  and  general  vigilance 
will  be  strictly  carried  out. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox : 

WM.  V.  filOHAEDS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Confidential.]         Arty.  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

In  Front  of  Petersburg,  Ya.,  March  29,  1865, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C,  Tidbax,l, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  Ninth  Corps: 

General  :  The  corps  that  move — Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth — take  but 

five  four-gun  batteries.    The  others  will  report  to  you  to  be  governed 

by  the  order  formerly  issued,  viz,  keep  such  as  you  want  and  send  the 

rest  to  City  Point.    I  understand  that  the  Second  Corps  will  keep  six 
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of  its  batteries.  You  will  take  command  of  all  the  artillery  left  in  the 
lines.  If  General  Abbot  ranks  you,  you  will  retain  the  command  of 
the  field  artillery,  leaving  the  siege  artillery  to  him.  Of  course  Gen- 
eral Parke  will  give  Abbot  such  orders  as  he  may  consider  necessary. 
AH  the  ammunition  trains  of  the  corps  artillery.  Second,  Fifth,  and 
Sixth,  should  be  sent  to  City  Point  lines,  and  be  held  ready  to  come  up 
to  the  corps,  should  we  need  them,  with  the  forage  wagons.  The  sup- 
plies ordered,  forage  and  rations,  should  be  kept  up  for  the  trains  and 
batteries  so  that  they  can  move  without  delay.  They  should,  therefore, 
draw  on  return  for  current  use. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Hunt : 

JNO,  N.  CRAIG, 
Asuintant  Adjutant- General. 


Gravelly  Creek,  March  20,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan: 

Our  line  is  now  unbroken  from  the  Appomattox  to  Dinwiddie.  We 
are  all  ready,  however,  to  give  up  all  from  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  to 
Hatcher's  Kun  whenever  the  force  can  be  used  advantageously.  Aft«r 
getting  into  line  south  of  Hatcher's  we  pushed  forward  to  find  the  ene- 
my's position.  General  GriflBn  was  attacked  near  where  the  Quaker 
road  intersects  the  Boydton  road,  but  repulsed  it  easily,  capturing 
about  100  men.  Humphreys  reached  Dabney's  Mill  and  was  pushing 
on  when  last  heard  from.  I  now  feel  like  ending  the  matter  if  it  is 
possible  to  do  so  before  going  back.  I  do  not  want  you,  therefore,  to 
cut  loose  and  go  after  the  enemy's  roads  at  present.  In  the  morning 
push  round  the  enemy  if  you  can  and  get  onto  his  right  rear.  The 
movements  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  may,  of  course,  modify  your  action. 
We  will  act  altogether  as  one  army  here  until  it  is  seen  what  can  be 
done  with  the  enemy.  The  signal  officer  at  Cobb's  Hill  reported  at 
11.30  a.  m.  a  cavalry  column  had  passed  that  point  from  Eichmond 
toward  Petersburg,  taking  forty  minutes  to  pass. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—9.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 
General  :  The  corps  is  now  in  position  near  the  Boydton  plank  road 
from  near  Gravelly  Eun  to  where  it  is  joined  by  the  Quaker  road.  The 
Second  Corps  connects  with  us  on  the  right.  In  our  advance  to-day 
General  GrifBn's  division  was  met  by  Bushrod  Johnson's  and  Ander- 
son's divisions,  which  he  drove  back  with  severe  loss. 
Bespectfully, 

G.  K,  WAEEEN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Cavalry, 

Dinwiddie  Court-House,  Va.,  March  39, 1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Merritt  will  move  his  command  to  Dinwiddie 
Court-House  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  when  he  will  receive  spe- 
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cial  instructions.  He  \rill  be  required  to  escort  the  trains  to  that  point, 
when  he  will  be  relieved  from  that  duty  by  the  Second  Cavalry  Division, 
which  will  take  charge  of  them.  The  Second  Division  will  be  in  readi- 
ness to  move  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  but  will  not  move  until 
ordered  from  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqbs.  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  39,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  am  very  much  afraid  the  train  will  not  make  this  point 
to-night.  The  roads  are  cutting  up  horribly.  The  artillery  of  the  First 
Division  is  stuck  not  far  back.  I  ordered  fires  to  be  built  on  the  line 
of  march  and  have  turned  out  all  the  pioneers  in  the  First  Division  to 
mend  the  roads.  I  will  send  word  if  anything  new  occurs. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEERITT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  29,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Stuff: 
General:  The  train  will  not  make  this  to-night.  It  is  seven  miles 
back  at  last  accounts.  The  roads  between  here  and  the  trains  are  in 
good  condition,  except  one  or  two  bad  places,  but  the  roads  are  so  nar- 
row that  the  wagons  cannot  move  in  the  dark.  I  will  have  the  train 
moved  up  the  first  thing  in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEREITT, 
Brevet  Major- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  29,  1865. 
Major-General  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  command  saddled  up  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow  and  in  readiness  to  move 
out  at  6  o'clock.    All  the  wagons  of  the  command  must  be  hitched  up 
at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  29,  1865 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

Deserters  just  in  to  Humphreys'  corps  report  Heth's  and  Wilcox's 
divisions  this  side  of  Hatcher's  Run.     If  this  is  so  it  only  leaves  Gor- 
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don's  corps  confronting  Parke,  Wright,  and  you.  I  do  not  want  to 
change  the  orders  previously  sent  to  you,  bnt  send  this  for  your  infor- 
mation. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

lAeuten  ant-  General. 


Gravelly  Kun,  March  S9, 1865. 
Major-General  Okd, 

Humphreys'  Station: 
I  think  the  movement  of  Humphreys  south  of  Hatcher's  Run  up  to 
the  Crow  house  must  have  moved  the  enemy  back  from  the  front  of 
your  left  next  to  the  run.  If  you  can  push  up  on  the  north  side  of  the 
run  to  the  Armstrong  house,  or  farther,  it  wilt  release  a  whole  division 
on  the  south  side. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  29,  1865. 

(Received  5.30  p.  m.) 
General  Ord, 

Humphreys'  Station : 
Did  your  cavalry  get  oft'  this  afternoon  ?     How  do  things  look  in 
your  front?    Does  the  enemy  seem  to  be  drawing  oft'  any  forces  from 
there?    If  he  weakens  much  you  might  try  to  make  a  hole  through  his 
line  and  move  up  the  north  side  of  Hatcher's  Run. 

U.  8.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  James, 

March  29,  1865 — 9.45  p.  m. 
General  U.  S.  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  calling  for  cavalry  came  about  5.30.  Mackenzie  was 
a  mile  oft'.  He  came  here  about  7,  knew  nothing  of  the  road,  asked  for 
a  guide;  too  dark  without  one.  The  guide  has  just  come,  and  Mac- 
kenzie will  be  off  in  a  few  minutes.  The  enemy  show  a  stronger  line 
than  mine.    Do  not  think  they  have  drawn  troops  from  here. 

E,  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Gravully  Run,  March  29,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys'  Station : 

Send  your  cavalry  by  the  road  taken  by  the  Fifth  Corps  to  the  cross- 
ing of  Hatcher's  Run,  to  guard  the  army  trains,  which  are  now  insuffi- 
ciently protected. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Humphreys'  Station,  March  29, 1865. 
General  Grant  : 

"Which  is  the  road  the  Fifth  Corps  took  to  Hatcher's  Bun  !    Is  it  the 
one  by  Perkins'! 

E.  O.  C.  ORD. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  29, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord  : 

The  road  taken  by  Warren's  corps  is  the  next  one  east  of  the  Vaughan 
road.    I  believe  it  does  go  by  Perkins'  house. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  29,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys^  Station: 
Throw  one  division  of  your  troops  south  of  Hatcher's  Run  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Second  Corps  in  the  morning,  starting  at  5  a.  ui.    Send  a 
staff  ofQcer  at  the  same  hour  to  General  Humphreys  to  learn  the  posi- 
tion the  division  sent  will  occupy.    Answer. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


General  Ord's  Headquarters, 

March  29,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding : 
Dispatch  received  and  orders  issued.    The  guide  for  General  Mac- 
kenzie was  not  obtained  until  10  o'clock,  when  he  started  off. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General, 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  29, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

Humphreys'  Station  : 
Please  send  to  me  the  orders  you  have  to  give  to  Colonel  Sumner^ 
and  I  will  forward  them  to  him.     He  passed  down  to-day,  and  says  he 
has  no  definite  orders. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  29,  1865—1  p.  m. 
General  Read, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Cipher  telegrams  you  can  open,  and  if  my  proposition  is  approved 
telegraph  to  Gordon  to  have  Sumner  land  where  may  be  best  to  not 
attract  attention. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Abmy  Corps, 

March  29, 1863. 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  the  supplies  be  drawn  so  that 
the  men  will  have  four  days'  rations  in  their  haversacks,  and  that  the 
wagons  have  supplies  for  eight  days,  this  to  be  drawn  at  once.    Take 
all  the  forage  that  can  be  carried. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon: 

J.  H.  POTTEE, 
Colotiel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ya.,  March  39,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Foster, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  :  The  commanding  [general]  directs  that  any  information 
you  may  gain  during  the  night  be  forwarded  to  these  headquarters 
without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  MOALE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 

March  29,  1865—9  a.  m. 
General  Turner: 

General  Gibbon  directs  that  you  have  two  regiments  ready  to  occupy 
the  ground  just  to  the  left  of  the  Vaughan  road  at  Hatcher's  Eun. 
There  is  a  battery  of  four  guns  about  600  yards  from  the  intersection 
of  the  Vaughan  road  with  our  line.    This  battery  is  not  protected. 
By  command  of  General  Gibbon : 

J.  H.  POTTEE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 
Before  Richmond,  Va.,  March  29,  1865 — 10.45  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major- General  Turner, 

Commanding  Division: 
General  :  You  will  move  at  5  a.  m.  your  division  to  the  south  of 
Hatcher's  Eun  in  support  of  the  Second  Corps.  Major  Embler,  of  my 
staff,  will  start  at  the  same  hour  for  General  Humphreys'  headquarters 
to  ascertain  the  position  the  division  is  to  occupy.  Send  one  of  your 
own  staff  ofBcers  here  at  5  a.  m.  to  report  to  and  accompany  Major 
Embler  to  General  Humphreys' headquarters,  and  give  him  fuir instruc- 
tions as  to  the  information  you  wish  to  get  from  General  Humphreys. 
Major  Embler  knows  something  of  the  ground. 
EespectfuUy, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Orders.  I       Udqrs.  Independent  Div.,  24th  Army  Corps, 

March  39,  1865—11.30  p.  m. 
The  division  will  be  under  arms  at  4.45  to-morrow  morning  and  march 
at  5  precisely.  Colonel  Curtis  will  move  his  brigade  in  time  to  join 
General  Harris'  brigade  at  5  o'clock.  Colonel  Potter's  brigade  will 
lead,  followed  by  General  Harris'  brigade.  The  brigade  pioneers  will 
be  sent  to  report  to  Colonel  Potter,  so  that  they  can  take  their  places 
at  the  bead  of  the  column.  The  brigade  trains  will  be  concentrated 
and  held  in  readiness  to  move,  when  orders  are  sent  to  them,  near  Col- 
onel Potter's  headquarters. 

JNO.  W.  TURNEE, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  March  29, 1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

What,  if  anything,  have  you  observed  on  your  front  to-day? 

A.  LINCOLN. 


March  29, 1865 — 8.10  p.  m. 
President  A.  Lincoln, 

City  Point: 
1  have  only  heard  that  Fitzhugh  Lee  s  cavalry  passed  through  Rich- 
mond yesterday,  and  at  11.25  this  morning  it  was  seen  passing  Port 
Walthall  Junction,  toward  Petersburg,  at  a  fast  gait.  No  movements 
have  been  observed  other  than  the  above.  I  expect  deserters  every 
moment,  and  as  soon  as  I  hear  anything  new  I  will  telegraph  you. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-Qeneral. 


March  29,  1865. 

President  A.  Lincoln, 

City  Point: 

A  lieutenant  and  two  men  have  just  come  in  from  the  enemy.    They 
report  no  change  on  this  front  up  to  the  time  they  left. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  29, 1865. 

Major-General  Weitzel  : 

Keep  me  informed  of  any  movements  in  your  front  so  long  as  tele- 
graphic communication  is  kept  up. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Akmt  Corps, 

March  29, 1865. 
Lieut.  Geu.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Cobb's  Hill  tower, 
11  a.  m. : 

A  column  of  abont  4,000  cavalry  passed  on  the  turnpike,  going  toward  Petersburg, 
and  are  still  passing. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Cobb's  Hill  tower,  11.25 
a.  m.: 

About  1,000  more  cavalry  passed  in  same  direction.     The  ■whole  column  occupied 
fifty  minutes  in  passing.     Were  marching  fast.     Their  wagon.s  are  now  passing. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

Hunton's  brigade,  of  Pickett's  division,  is  on  this  side  James,  instead 
of  Corse's.  Three  brigades  of  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry  went  through 
Bichmond  vesterday  toward  South  Side  road. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

Army  of  the  James, 
In  the  Field,  Va.,  March  29,  1865.    (Via  City  Point.) 
Lieut.  Geu.  TJ,  S.  Grant  : 

A  reconnaissance  on  my  left  this  morning,  where  it  was  reported  the 
enemy  had  withdrawn  forces,  developed  no  change.  No  change  ob- 
served or  reported  anywhere  else  in  my  front. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


City  Point,  March  29,  1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

About  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  Griffin's  division,  of  the  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  at  the  point  where  the  Quaker  road  intersects  the  Boyd- 
ton  plank.  Griffin  repulsed  him,  capturing  sixty  prisoners.  Ko  further 
particulars.    Will  furnish  you  all  the  news  I  receive. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Department  Headquarters, 

March  29,  1865. 
Major-Geueial  Weitzel: 

Deserter  from  Finegan's  brigade,  Maboue's  division,  on  Bermuda 
front,  says  that  yesterday  at  12  m.,  when  Le  left,  everything  was  quiet 
and  no  movements.  Sheridan's  cavalry  were  heard  plainly  when  they 
crossed  the  James.  That  accounts  for  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry  moving 
yesterday. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Provost- Marshal- General, 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va., 

March  39, 1865. 
Major  General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  : 
Name  of  battery  here  is  Seventh  New  York  Independent  Battery, 
commanded  now  by  First  Lieut.  M.  V.  Mclntyre.     Following  dispatch 
just  received  from  Cobb's  Hill  tower: 

a  coliiinu  of  uljunt  5,000  cavalry  passed  on  the  turupike  going  toward  Petersburg. 
The  enoniy  has  apparently  diminished  his  force  in  front  of  this  tower,  :is  very  few 
men  can  he  seen. 

I  would  have  sent  it  to  you,  but  supposed  it  Lad  been  sent  direct. 
Is  there  any  discretion  permitted  you  about  moving  on  the  enemy's 
works  in  any  contingency? 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major- General. 


Hatcher's  Farm,  March  29, 1865. 

Major- General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  : 
No  change  on  the  right.  Had  a  reconnaissance  on  left  last  night; 
result  not  yet  known;  will  inform  you  immediately.  Two  deserters 
from  beyond  the  river  near  Petersburg  think  there  is  a  change  on 
left.  Do  you  know  where  the  terrific  cannonading  was  last  night,  its 
objects  and  results? 

GEO.  I;.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Army  of  the  James, 

March  29,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Devens, 

Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  : 

The  following  dispatch  just  received.* 

W.  L.  GOODRICH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


'See  Parker  to  Bowers,  p.  242. 
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March  20,  1865—10.80  p.  in. 
Brigadier-Greneral  Devens, 

Twenty-fourth  Army  Corpx: 
The  enemy  are  attacking  theMiutli  Corps;  lieavy  battle  going  on; 
rockets  are  visible  on  our  left.     Be  on  the  alert  for  an  attack. 

G.  F.  SHEPLEY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


March  29,  1SG5. 
[General  Benham:] 

It  appears  that  the  enemy  opened  upon  the  Ninth  Corps  front  with 
musketry  and  mortars.    The  heaviest  firing  is  at  or  near  Fort  Stedinan. 
1  have  no  particulars.    Will  send  you  any  news  I  may  get.     All  quiet 
north  of  the  James. 
Respectfully, 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Engineer  Brig,  and  Defenses  City  Point, 

March  29,  1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
General  Collis  has  just  informed  me  that  you  have  directed  him  to 
have  the  positions  in  advance  of  my  lines  of  defense  picketed  by  his 
cavalry.  If  I  am,  as  I  understand,  the  commander  and  held  respon- 
sible for  these  lines  of  defense  would  you  not  wish  all  troops  or  pickets 
in  front  of  these  lines  to  be  placed  there  under  my  orders'? 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headqitarters  Ninth  Armv  Corps, 

March  SI),  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Benham  : 

I  have  110  desire  nor  intention  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  picket- 
ing the  ground  in  advance  of  your  line.  "What  I  wished  to  do  was  to 
have  the  approaches  from  the  rear  to  our  lines  of  communication  between 
the  left  of  your  line  and  the  Blackwater  carefully  watched,  picketed, 
and  scouted  by  cavalry.  Not  receiving  any  report  from  you,  and  Bre- 
vet Brigadier-General  Collis  having  sent  me  a  field  return  containing 
a  regiment  of  cavalry,  I  directed  him  to  thus  make  use  of  his  cavalry. 
I  should  be  most  happy  to  have  you  take  cliarge  of  this  picketing. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Engineer  Brig,  and  Defenses  City  Point, 

March  29,  1865—11  a.  w. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  telegram.    The  order  placing 
you  in  command  of  this  post  and  defenses  only  reached  me  about  fifteen 
minutes  since.     I  will,  as  desired,  take  the  charge  of  all  outside 
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defenses,  aud  if  not  prevented  by  this  duty  will  ride  uj)  to  sec  you 
tomorrow  on  the  subject,  or  to  day,  if  you  so  desire  or  direct.  Could 
you  inform  me  if  you  now  have  cavalry  at  Prince  George  Court-House. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  J865—12.S0  2>.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Benham, 

Gommanding  Defenses,  City  Point: 
Your  dispatch  of  11  a.m.  received.  I  have  just  learned  tbatthe  cav- 
alry picket-line  from  James  liiver  was  withdrawn  this  a.  m.  Therciis, 
therefore,  no  cavalry  at  Prince  George  Court-House.  General  Collis 
having  arrived  here  I  told  him  to  send  the  cavalry  regiment  to  Prince 
George  Court-House  and  picket  and  patrol  the  roads  between  the 
Blackwater  and  the  left  of  your  line.  He  now  returns  to  City  Point, 
and  will  turn  this  regiment  temporarily  over  to  your  command.  He 
has  directed  the  commanding  officer  to  send  reports  direct  to  me  as 
well  as  to  your  headquarters.  This  I  think  will  completely  protect  our 
rear  from  inroads  of  scouts  and  guerrillas.  Any  additional  precautions 
you  think  necessary  you  are  fully  empowered  to  carry  out. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  29,  1865— 1.20  p.  m. 
Brigatlier-General  Benham, 

City  Point: 
You  will  please  direct  a  scouting  party  of  cavalry  to  push  well  out  to 
the  southeast  and  endeavor  to  ascertain  if  there  are  any  bodies  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  occupying  the  country  in  that  direction. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Eng]np:kk  Brigade, 

March  20,  1863. 
Major-Geueral  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
Your  dispatch  ordering  a  cavalry  scout  was  received  at  2.15.    An 
order  was  immediately  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Prince  George 
Court-House  to  send  out  a  scouting  party.     A  map  was  sent  him  show- 
ing the  country  to  be  scouted  over. 

ir.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  Generui. 


Hdqks.  Arty.  Kbserves,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Defenses  of  City  Point,  Va., 

March  20,  1803. 

Capt.  C.  Clapp, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Engineer  Brigade: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  report  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  batteries  of  this  command.     Captain  Gilbert  does  not  report 
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to  me.  But  by  direction  of  General  Hunt  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
embody  in  my  report  of  tlie  stations  of  batteries  the  number  and  posi- 
tion of  heavy  guns  on  this  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  MAYO, 
Captain  Third  Maine  Battery^  Commanding  Menerves, 

[InclosurD.] 

Report  of  Ktalimis  of  hatterivs  nervmij  with  the  Jrtiller;/  Jteaerve,  Army  of  the  I'otoniac, 
in  Defenses  of  Ciiy  Point,  March  25,  1865. 
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Port  McKeeu. 
Fort  Graves. 
Fort  lierriam. 
Fort  Porter. 


On  detached    service, 
I      Sixth  Army  Corps. 


I 


liesi)ectfully  submitted. 

E.  K.  MAYO, 
Captain  Third  Maine  Battery.,  Commaudiny  Artillery  lieserves. 


HKAUyUABTKRS    NlNTH   ARMY    COBPS, 

March  30,  1865—12.45  a.  m. 
General  Oollis  : 

I  "would  like  to  see  you  in  tiie  morning.  You  will  please  have  y<mr 
cavalry  Avatcli  and  picket  the  roads  entering  our  lines  in  our  lear, 
extending  from  the  defenses  of  City  Point  to  the  Blackwater.  More 
detailed  verbal  instructions  will  be  furnished  you  in  the  morning. 

(JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


nKADQUAUTKKS   NiNTH   ARMY   CORPS, 

March  30,  1865— 13.30  p.  m. 

Capt.  J.   M.    SCHOONMAKEK, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Direct  Major  Tewksbury*  to  proceed  to  Prince  George  Court-House 
with  his  regiment  and  picket  the  roads  from  Old  Otmrt-House  to  the 
Blackwater,  and  there  connect  with  the  dismounted  men  of  Colonel 
Sanders.  Ilo  can  leave  a  small  guard  in  camp.  Please  also  notify 
Generals  Patrick  and  Benham  of  this  disposition. 

CHARLES  H.  T.  COLJ.IS, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


•  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 
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Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  Ya.,  March  29, 1865. 
Capt.  C.  Clapp, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Captain:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you, 
for  the  information  of  Brigadier-General  IJenhani,  commanding  Engi- 
neer Brigade,  that  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  have  been  ordered 
to  pickf  t  the  roads  from  Old  Court-House  to  tlic  Blackwater,  and  there 
connect  with  the  dismounted  men  of  Colonel  Sanders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Winchester,  Va.,  March  29, 1865. 
Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
A  party  of  scouts  from  General  Stevenson's  command  captured  last 
night  Major  Hibbs,  Captain  James  (Mosby's  quartermaster),  and  Lieu- 
tenant Mosby  (Mosby's  nephew)    with    their  arms  and   horses,  and 
brought  tlieui  into  our  lines. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Winchester,  Va.,  March  29,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Tliere  is  no  bridge  train  with  this  army,  except  the  one  at  Harper's 
Ferry  for  the  Shenandoah,  which  is  not  suitable  for  transportation.  I 
would  like  a  canvas  boat  train  for  a  bridge  275  [yards]  long,  so  that  if 
1  required  it  there  may  not  be  any  delay  in  the  matter. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  29,  1865— 1. SO  p.  m. 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Winchester,  Va.: 
(ieneral  Delafield  thinks  that  General  Sheridan  took  with  him  only 
a  ]iart  of  the  canvas  boats  sent  up,  and  that  you  should  have  eight  or 
ten  on  hand.    Please  ascertain,  as  we  have  only  a  few  here.    Your 
requisition  will  take  all. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff , 


Winchester,  Va.,  March  29, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
There  are  five  boats  here  and  no  trestles.    On  reviewing  the  infor- 
mation on  which  I  acted  iu  making  my  requisition  this  morning,  I  con- 
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dude  that  150  yards  would  be  ample,  as  there  would  be  no  circum- 
stances, perhaps,  wlieve  the  advantage  of  a  double  bridge  would 
compensate  for  the  increased  length  of  the  wagon  train. 

WINF'J)  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Special  Obdkrs,  i    War  Dkpt.,  Ad,tt.  General's  Office, 

No.  151.  )  Washington,  March  29,  1863. 

59.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  B.  Rtiuni,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Major-General  Hancock,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  at  Win- 
chester, Va.,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  Wht  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Middlk  Military  Division, 

March  39,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Tobbebt, 

Chief  of  Cavalry: 
General:  Tiie  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  place  a 
strong  squadron,  or  at  least  100  cavalry,  at  Smitlifield,  to  picket  and 
patrol  the  country  in  the  vicinity  and  in  the  direction  of  Bunker  Hill, 
and  to  pursue  any  force  of  guerrillas  appearing  on  this  side  of  Apple 
Pie  Ridge. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Breillat  Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headqitartees  Middle  jMilitaby  Division, 

March  39,  1865. 
General  Stevenson: 

General  Carroll  reports  Rosser  as  in  his  front  in  Hampshire  County. 
The  information  is  doubted  here,  but  if  reliable  you  may  have  some 
trouble  on  the  right  of  your  lines. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  &c. 


Headquahtebs  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  39,  1865. 
Brigadier- General  Stevenson, 

Harper^s  Ferry: 

Please  send  word  to  General  Brooke  to  send  all  troops  of  the  First 

Corps  to  Berryville  without  delay  with  their  allowance  of  ambulances 

and  transportiition.    They  will  draw  their  supplies  from  Summit  Point. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bird  will  report  in  person  for  instructions  at  these 
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headquarters.  The  One  hnndrert  and  ninety-sixtli  Ohio,  new  regiment, 
left  State  yesterday.  Please  order  it  to  report  to  General  Brooke,  and 
notify  him. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Britfadier-General  of  Vohinteers. 


MARTiNSBTTRft,  March  29,  1805. 
General  Stevenson: 

A  party  of  twenty-five  rebels  were  in  Smithlield  last  night.  They 
crossed  the  railroad  near  Summit  Point  on  their  way  back  toward  the 
Shenandoah. 

W.  H.  SEWAKD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Harper's  Ferkv,  March  3ft,  1865, 
Captain  Chamberlin, 

Provost-Marshal,  Point  of  Rocks : 
Sergeant  Hough  and  three  men  of  Loudoun  Itangers,  the  same  party 
who  captured  rebel  officers,  are  ordered  to  scout  in  Loudoun  for  ten 
days,  crossing  at  Point  of  Eocks.     Captain  Means  is  to  go  with  the 
party. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Mini>LK  Military  Division, 

March  39,  1865. 
General  Carroll, 

Cumberland : 

You  must  be  mistaken  about  any  large  part  of  Mosby  being  in  your 
front,  as  the  information  we  have  places  him  in  Loudoun  quite  lately. 
There  is  a  rumor  that  be  crossed  to  this  side  yesterday.  Please  let  us 
know  where  your  information  locates  him.  A  scouting  party  from 
Woodstock  tf)  day  reports  Eosser  is  at  Gordonsville. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  March  29,  1865. 
Ma,i.  Augustus  Dotze, 

Commanding,  Philippi  : 
The  mail   for  Beverly  was  captured  yesterday  the  other   side  of 
Belington   by  six   guerrillas.     S<!0ut  the  country  thoroughly  in  that 
direction,  and  for  every  train  passing  through  to  Beverly  send  a  guard 
of  not  less  than  two  men  to  each  wagon. 

X.  WILKINSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Middle  Dbpt.,  Sth  Army  Corps, 

No.  64.  )  Baltimore,  Md.,  March  29, 1865. 

Capt.  W.  H.  Wiegel,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Voiunteers, 
having  been  promoted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  rank 
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as  major  and  assistant  adjutaHt-general  of  volunteers,  will  remain  on 
duty  as  assistant  provost-marslial,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  as  announced 
in  General  Orders,  No.  3,  current  series,  these  headquarters.  He  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  U.  S.  Army: 

SAMUEL    B.  LAWEENOE, 

An.iistant  A  djidant- Getieral. 


Sain'I'  Albans,  Vt.,  March  29,  1865. 

(Received  11.45  p.  in.) 
Hon.  W.  H.  SewAED, 

Secretary  of  State: 
Telegram  from  our  consul  in  Montreal  says  raiders  discharged;  their 
acts  fully  sustained.     Have  arrested  them  on  another  warrant. 

J.  GEEGOUY   SMITH, 

Oovernor  of  Vermont. 


Nkw  Yokk,  March  29,  1865. 

(Eeoeived  11.40  p.  in.) 
Hon.  "W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State: 

Saint  Albans  raiders  discharged.  Have  instructed  Montreal  con- 
sul to  take  no  more  steps  in  our  behalf.  If  you  desire  otherwise,  please 
inform  nie  here. 

GEO.  F.  EDMHNDS. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  30,  1865 — 7..W  p.  m. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

I  begin  to  feel  that  I  ought  to  be  at  home,  and  yet  I  dislike  to  leave 
without  seeing  nearer  to  the  end  of  General  Grant's  present  movement. 
He  has  now  been  out  since  yesterday  morning,  and  although  he  has 
not  been  diverted  from  his  programme,  no  considerable  effect  has  yet 
been  produced,  so  far  as  we  know  here.  Last  night  at  10.15,  when  it 
was  dark  as  a  rainy  night  without  a  moon  could  be,  a  iiirious  cannon- 
ade, soon  joined  in  by  a  heavy  musketry-flre,  opened  near  Petersburg 
and  lasted  about  two  hours.  The  sound  was  very  distinct  here,  as  also 
were  the  flashes  of  the  guns  up  the  clouds.  It  seemed  to  me  a  great 
battle,  but  the  older  hands  here  scarcely  noticed  it,  and,  sure  enough, 
this  morning  it  was  found  that  very  little  had  been  done. 

A.  LiisrGOLisr. 


Gravki>IA'  RtTN,   March   30,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 
President  A.  LINCOLN, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
I  understand  the  number  of  dead  left  by  the  enemy  yesterday  for  us 
to  bury  was  much  greater  than  our  own  dead.  The  captures  were 
larger  than  reported  also,  amounting  Xo  about  160.  This  morning  our 
troops  have  all  been  pushed  forward,  and  now  occupy  a  line  from  what 
you  will  see  marked  on  the  map  as  the  Crow  house  across  the  Boydton 
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l)lank  road  north  of  where  the  Quaker  road  intersects  it,  Sheridan's 
cavalry  is  pushing  forward  toward  the  White  Oak  road,  and  I  think 
this  afternoon  or  to-morrow  may  push  on  to  the  Soutli  Side  road. 

TT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lievtenant-  Oeneral. 


Heapqitarterr  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  ,W,  1865 — 2  p.  in. 
President  A.  Lincoln, 

City  Point: 
General  Warren  reports  having  buried  126  dead  rebels,  including  12 
officers.     His  own  killed  is  5  officers  and  40  men. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

TAentenant-  General. 


Hkadqiiaktkrs  Akmiks  op  the  United  States, 

March  30,  1865—12.10  j).  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Rawlins: 

General:  A  messenger  just  in  from  General  Merritt  says  that  the 
reconnaissance  sent  out  from  near  Boisseau's  encountered  the  enemy 
in  considerable  force.  They  went  to  about  two  miles  of  tlie  Five  Forks, 
and  found  the  enemy  occupying  the  road.  Those  going  north  pro- 
ceeded to  about  a  mile  of  the  White  Oak  road,  and  found  the  road 
also  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Nearly  all  tlie  forces  met  were  cavalry. 
All  the  roads  leading  toward  the  White  Onk  road  are  covered  by  the 
enemy.     No  engagement  reported. 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Acthifi  Axxistfint  Adjutant- General. 


Gravei,t-y  Run,  March  30, 1865. 

(Received  8.45  p.  ni.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowers, 

City  Point: 
Warren  and  Humphreys  have  pushed  forward  until  the  enemy  now 
occupy  the  same  position  about  Burgess'  Mill  tliey  did  when  General 
Hancock  had  his  battle  last  fall.  There  has  been  some  pretty  sharp 
fighting,  but  I  do  not  know  the  result,  further  than  the  enemy  were 
forced  back.  Merritt's  division  of  cavalry  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  at 
J.  Boisseau's,  and  drove  them  back  on  both  roads  from  that  point. 
Merritt  followed  up  his  success,  and  now  holds  Five  Forks,  on  tlie  White 
Oak  road,  and  al.so  where  the  right-hand  road  from  Boisseau's  house 
intersects  the  same  road. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-General. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  30, 18G5. 
Lieut.  Gol.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

There  is  nothing  to  communicate  since  my  last  dispatch.  The  rain  of 
to-day  has  made  the  roads  horrible,  and  our  operations  have  been  con- 
fined to  advancing  our  lines  closer  to  the  enemy  and  in  making  cordu- 
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roy  roads.  There  lias  been  some  skirmishing  all  along  the  lines,  result- 
ing in  a  few  caanalties  on  both  sides.  We  have  captured  and  also  lost 
a  few  men  by  capture.  To-night  the  enemy  seem  to  be  concentrating  a 
force  on  our  left,  and  I  do  not  think  aix  attack  upon  us  there  in  the 
morning  improbable.  All  the  orders  that  I  can  give  to  prepare  for  it 
have  been  given. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

JAeutenavt-General. 


GRAVKLI.Y  liim,  March  SO,  ISO'). 
Major-General  Meade: 

As  Warren  and  Humphreys  advance,  thus  shortening  tlicir  line,  I 
think  the  former  had  better  move  by  the  left  flank  as  far  as  he  can 
stretch  out  with  safety,  and  cover  the  White  Oak  road  if  he  can.  This 
will  enable  Sheridan  to  reach  tlie  South  Side  road  by  Ford's  road,  and, 
it  may  be,  double  the  enemy  up,  so  as  to  drive  him  out  of  his  works 
south  of  llatcher's  Bun. 

V>.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 


HeADQTIAKTEIIS    AliMY    OF    THE   POTOMAC, 

March  30,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Gkant: 

I  forward  dispatch  received  from  Major-General  Warren.*  I  have  di- 
rected him  not  to  advance  on  the  Boydton  road,  but  to  develop  to  the 
left,  securing  his  flank  independently  of  Sheridan's  movements.  I  also 
transmit  report  from  iirovost-marshal's  department,  showing  it  was  only 
Bushrod  Johnson's  division  in  the  fight  yesterday.  Desefters  again 
report  Pickettas  hereorcoming.  Major-General  Parke  reports  numer- 
ous signal -rockets  last  night  and  a  licavy  cannonading  on  their  part 
from  8  to  10  ]i,  m.  Not  feeling  secure  about  the  traius  at  the  lower 
crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run,  I  ordered  them  up  to  the  Vaughan  road. 
The  movement  commenced  about  2  a.  m.,  but  the  rain  has  involved 
delay,  making  the  roads  impassable  and  requiring  the  engineers  to 
repair  them.  Whilst  Tcriting  the  foregoing  your  dispatch  per  Colonel 
Dent  received.  You  will  perceive  your  suggestions  of  extending 
Warren  have  been  attended  to.  The  enemy  cover  the  White  Oak 
road,  and  I  understand  you  to  mean  Warren  to  confront  them.  I  for- 
ward another  dispatch  from  Warren.t  He  seems  a  little  anxious  about 
his  position  till  Humphreys  gets  up,  but  I  think  Humphreys'  move- 
ments will  protect  Warren's  right  flank. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 


Major-  General. 


[lucluRare  ] 


Headquakteks  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  I860. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:   Deserters    (six)   from  Grade's,   Wise's,   and  Ransom's 
brigades,  of  B.  Johnson's  division,  came  into  Second  Corps  this  n.  m. 

*  See  5.50  :i.  m.,  p.  298. 
t  Sec  8.30  .a.  m.,  p.  299. 
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Left  picket-line.  Have  no  reliable  information.  Think  only  B.  John- 
son's division  on  this  side  of  Hatcher's  Euii.  All  of  it  moved  to  the 
right  last  evening.  Heard  that  Pickett's  division  was  to  be  here  this 
a.  ni.  Was  only  two  regiments  on  picket  yesterday  on  enemy's  left  of 
line  this  side  of  Hatcher's  Kun.  Two  more  deserters  from  Wallace  just 
received.  They  can  give  no  information  whatever. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  C.  BABGOCK. 

r.  S. — One  hundred  and  eight  prisoners  of  war  received  from  the 
Fifth  Corps.  They  are  from  all  the  brigades  of  B.  Johnson's  division. 
No  other  organization  is  represented,  mne  commissioned  officers 
received  not  included  in  above. 


Gravelly  Rxm,  March  SO,  lS6n.     (Received  10.57  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

My  idea  was  that  we  should  try  to  extend  our  left  so  as  to  cross  the 
White  Oak  road,  say  at  W.  Dabney's,  or  as  near  up  to  the  enemy  as  we 
can.  This  would  seem  to  .cover  all  the  roads  up  to  Ford's  road,  by 
which  Sheridan  might  then  move*  and  get  onto  the  South  Side  road, 
and  possibly  double  xip  the  enemy  and  drive  him  north  of  Hatcher's 
Run. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

11.1.5.     (Received  12  m.) 
General  Warren: 

This  dispatch  is  forw^arded  to  yon  for  your  information  simply. 
Your  dispatch  hiis  been  received.  The  commanding  general  sees  no 
reason  for  any  change  in  his  previous  orders  to  you.  He  lias  no  infor- 
mation of  General  Sheridan's  movements,  beyond  tlie  general  state- 
ment that  General  S.  is  to  turn  the  enemv's  right. 

ALEX.  8.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Gravelly  Greek,  March  30, 1805. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

General  Alerritt  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  J.  Boisseau's  and  drove 
him  on  the  right  and  left  roads  and  pushed  on  himself,  driving  the 
enemy,  and  now  occupies  the  White  Oak  road  at  Five  Forks,  and  also 
where  the  right  hand  branch  intercepts  it.  Merritt  lost  fifteen  t  men 
wounded. 

K.  S.  GRANT, 

Li  evteiiant- General. 

(Copy  to  Generals  Humphreys  and  Warren.) 


*  As  written  by  Graut  and  repeated  by  Webb  it  reads  "move,"  but  as  received  by 
Warren  it  reads  "give." 

tin  some  copies  on  file  it  reads  150  men. 
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Grant's  Headquarters, 
Mart-h  30,  1865—7  p.  m.     (Received  10.30  j).  in.; 
General  Meade: 

Would  not  the  trains  be  in  a  better  position  and  nearer  the  troops  if 
they  were  ^vest  of  the  Vsiughan  road  and  between  here  and  Hatcher's 
Kun  than  where  they  are?  Do  you  know  of  any  troops  between  where 
my  headquarters  are  and  Stony  Creek  Station?  I  have  bnt  about 
forty  men  at  lieadquarters  and  half  of  them  are  orderlies.  I  have  just 
been  thinking  it  a  limited  protection  if  the  enemy  should  liave  any 
enterprising  scouts  about. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

JAeutenant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  ov  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  JSdrt. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

This  dispatch  just  received.     Wire  hard  to  work  over: 

A  portion  of  Wilcox's  divisiou  made  a  demonstration  against  Griffin  about  twenty 
minutes  ago  and  were  driven  back  into  their  lines.  We  took  a  few  prisoners — broken- 
down  men  lately  forced  into  the  service.  They  don't  know  much,  but  think  John- 
son's divisiou  moved  to  their  right  when  they  came  down  this  morning.  General 
Hetli  is  here,  but  they  don't  think  his  divisiou  is.  They  think  Heth  commands  the 
corps,  and  Hill  all  the  defenses  south  of  the  James. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Gen  era  I. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


Heajjquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  186.^—7.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

1  !;end  dispatch  just  received  from  Warren.*  Line  working  badly. 
I  think  his  suggestion  the  best  tiling  we  can  do  under  existing  circum- 
stances— that  is,  let  Humphreys  relieve  Griffin,  and  let  Warren  move  on 
to  the  AVhite  Oak  road  and  endeavor  to  turn  enemy's  right.  As  I  under- 
stand Warren,  Ayres  is  now  between  S.  and  W.  Dabney's,  liable  to  be 
isolated.  He  must  either  be  supported  or  withdrawn.  By  adopting 
the  proposed  plan  he  will  be  supported  by  the  whole  of  the  Fifth  Corps, 
and  they  ought  tooverctonie  any  opposition  the  enemy  can  make,  except 
from  strong  intrenchments. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  send  disj)atch  from  Parke.t  Wright  also  reports  no  change  vis- 
ible in  his  front.  I  should  like  to  know  at  the  earliest  moment  whether 
they  are  to  attack  to-morrow.  1  also  would  like  to  have  as  much  time 
as  possible  to-night  for  Humphreys  to  relievo  Griffin,  in  case  this  is 
decided  on.  Parke  reports  his  casualties  in  the  affair  of  pickets  last 
night  as  9  killed,  40  wounded,  2  missing. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  Warren  to  Webb.  4  p.  m.,  p.  304. 
tSee7.1op.m.,p.  317. 
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Grant's  Heabquartkbs, 
March  30,  1865— 8  JO  p.  m.     (Keceived  8.35  p.  m.) 
Geueral  Meade: 

You  may  notify  Parke  and  Wright  that  they  need  not  assault  ia  the 
morning.  They  should,  of  course,  -watch  their  fronts  and  go  in  if  the 
enemy  strips  to  attack  on  our  left;  but  the  idea  of  a  general  attack  by 
them  is  suspended.  I  have  pretty  much  made  up  my  miud  on  the 
course  to  pursue,  and  will  inform  you  in  the  morning  what  it  is.  Hum- 
phreys and  Warreu  may  simply  make  secure  their  present  position  and 
await  further  orders. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Since  writing  the  above  your  dispatch  of  7.30  received.  It  will  just 
suit  what  I  intended  to  propose — to  let  Humphreys  relieve  Griflin's 
division  and  let  that  move  farther  to  the  left.  M'arreu  should  get  him- 
self strong  to-night. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- Gen  eral. 

Gravelly  Ktin,  March  30, 1865. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Warren  proposes,  if  GrifQu  can  be  relieved  by  Humphreys,  to  get 
possession  of  the  Whit«  Oak  road  at  W.  Dabney's;  and  to  enable  him 
to  carry  out  his  proposition  Humphreys  has  been  directed  to  relieve 
Grittiu  at  once. 

r.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—8.45  p.  m. 
Lieuteiiant-General  Grant: 

I  have  sent  orders  to  Humphreys  to  at  once  relieve  Warren's  troops 
holding  the  Boydton  x^hink  road.  I  have  directed  Warren  to  re-enforce 
and  .strengthen  Ayres  and  to  hold  his  whole  corps  ready  to  move  at 
daylight  under  orders  that  will  be  sent  him.  I  have  not  given  him 
orders  what  to  do  because  I  infer  from  your  dispatch  you  will  send 
them  to  me.  I  have  directed  Parke  and  Wright  not  to  attack  to  mor- 
row morning,  but  to  be  prepared  to  assume  a  threatening  attitude  and 
eventually  attack  if  any  opportunity  presents  itself  or  orders  are  sent 
to  them.  1  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  delay  in  the  transmission 
of  my  dispatch  of  7.45:  this  delay  will  account  for  my  last  dispatch. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

Mr.  Caldwell  will  report  the  receipt  by  General  Grant  of  this  dispatch. 

G.  G.  M. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Your  orders  to  Warren  are  right.  I  do  not  expect  to  advance  him  in 
the  morning.  I  supposed,  however,  that  he  was  now  up  to  the  White 
Oak  road.  If  he  is  not  I  do  not  want  him  to  move  up  without  further 
orders. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 
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Gravklly  Run,  March  SO,  1865 — 9.50  p.  m. 

(Received  9.55  p.  m.) 
General  Meade: 

FroiiiAvliat  General  Sbeiidan  reports  of  the  enemy  on  White  Oak 
road  and  the  position  of  his  cavalry  to-night  I  do  not  think  an  attack 
on  Warren's  leit  in  the  morning  improbable.  I  have  notified  Sheridan 
of  this  and  directed  him  to  be  prepared  to  push  in  to  his  assistance  if 
he  is  attacked.  Warren,  I  suppose,  will  put  himself  in  the  best  possi- 
ble position  to  defend  himself,  with  the  notice  he  has  already  received; 
but  in  adding  to  this  I  think  it  will  be  well  to  notify  him  again  of  the 
position  of  Sheridan's  cavalry,  what  he  reports  the  enemy's  position  on 
White  Oak  road,  and  the  orders  he  has  received.  If  the  enemy  does 
attack  1  thiiik  it  will  be  well  to  instruct  Humphreys  also  to  help  War- 
ren, if  he  is  attacked,  either  by  sending  troops  to  him  or  by  a  direct 
attack  ou  Lis  own  front. 

V.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—9.55  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Dispatch  of  0.50  received.  I  sent  Wairen  Sheridan's  dispatch;  told 
him  to  put  Ayres  on  his  guard,  as  he  might  be  attacked  at  daylight; 
directed  he  should  move  Orawford  up  at  once  to  his  support,  if  not 
already  there,  and  move  Griffin  into  supporting  distance  as  soon  as 
relieved.  Warren  by  dayliglit  should  have  his  whole  corps  in  hand 
ready  for  the  defensive  or  offensive,  and  ought  to  be  secure  in  either  con- 
tingency, particularly  as  he  can  always  fall  back  on  Humphreys;  but  I 
cannot  see  how  the  enemy  can  have  a  sufficient  force  to  do  him  any  dam- 
age. The  orders  to  Humphreys  will  be  sent  as  you  suggest.  I  presume 
you  understand  Warren  has  no  orders  to  advance,  but  simply  to 
strengthen  and  secure  his  position.  He  will  not  be  ordered  to  advance 
unless  you  so  direct. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


HSADyllARTERS   ARMY   OF    THE   PoTOMAC, 

March  30,  1865—11.50  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

This  is  referred  to  you  for  your  information.*  There  are  so  many 
other  movements  involved  that  I  have  not  ordered  any  attack,  but  have 
merely  directed  that  the  troops  be  massed  and  prepared  to  attack  when 
ordered. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Gravelly  Kun,  March  30, 1865. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

I  think  now  it  has  got  to  be  so  late  for  getting  out;  orders  that  it  will 
be  doubtful  whether  Wright  could  be  fully  co-operated  with  by  all  parts 

*  Probably  Wrigbt  to  Meade,  10.35  p.  in.,  p.  313. 
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of  the  army  if  he  was  to  assault  as  he  proposes.  I  dislike,  too,  check- 
ing him  Avheu  lie  thinks  success  will  attend  his  ettorts.  You  miglit 
notify  him  to  ari'iinf;e  his  preliminaries,  and  see  if  Parke  can  get  ready 
also,  and  if  so,  give  him  definite  orders  as  soon  as  it  is  known.  I  will 
telegraph  to  Ord  and  ascertain  if  lie  can  get  ready.  Warren  and 
Humphreys  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  push  forward  Avhere  they 
are.  Possibly  the  latter  might  have  to  move  by  his  right  flank  acro.ss 
Hatcher's  Eun  if  the  attack  was  successful. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  I. 

[  luduraemeii  ts .  ] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865 — 1  a,  m. 
Major-Geueral  Wright,  in  accordance  with  the  above,  will  make  all 
the  necessaiy  arrangements  preliminary  to  an  attack,  and  orders  will 
be  sent  you  if  anything  definite  be  determined  upon. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Hrevet  Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staf. 

Copy  complete  furnished  General  Parke.  Major-Geueral  Parke  will 
make  ]>reparation  toco-operate  with  General  Wright  should  an  assault 
be  ordered,  of  which  he  will  be  notified. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Br e ret  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqks.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  March  30,  1865—12.28  p.  m. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Sharpe, 

City  Point: 
Troops  in  our  front  unchanged.  Pickett's  division,  with  perhaps  the 
exception  of  one  brigade,  is  on  the  south  side;  Lee's  cavalry  also. 
Deserter  that  saw  them  pass  through  Itichmond  day  before  yesterday, 
and  their  stragglers  yesterday,  says  the  horses  are  in  wretched  condi- 
tion.    What  was  the  tiring  last  night? 

MANNING. 


Walthall  Signal  Station, 

March  30,  1865—0  a.  m. 

Major  Paine, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 
Owing  to  fog  no  observations  have  been  made  this  morning.    Dur- 
ing the  night  one  train  passed  toward  Itichmond.    At  6.20  a.  m.  one 
train  i)assed  toward  Richmond,  and  at  7.15  one  train  passed  toward 
Petersburg. 

Very  resi>ectfully, 

G.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 
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Walthall,  Signal  Station, 

March  30,  1863— 6.30  p.  m. 

Major  Paine, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 
At  11.30  a.  m.  one  train  passed  toward  Petersburg.     One  train  at 
12.20  p.  m.,  one  at  1.10,  and  one  at  2.45,  passed  toward  Richmond.    At 
5.30  p.  ni.  one  train  passed  toward  Petersburg.    All  quiet  this  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 


Hkadquarteks  Army  ov  the  Potomao, 

March  30,  1865 — 7.50  a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  upon  the  requisition  of  the 
chief  engineer  you  furnish  a  detail  of  not  less  than  500  men  to  repair 
roads. 

GEO.  D.  JRUGGLES, 
Assistant   Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  commanding  officer  Fifth  Corps.) 


llKADliUARTEltS    SECOND   ARMY    CORPS, 

March  30, 1865 — 6.50  a.  m. 

Major-General  Webb  : 

Four  deserters  from  Grade's  brigade  have  just  come  in;  report  that 
the  enemy's  pickets  retired  to  their  main  line,  which  crosses  Hatcher's 
Run  at  Burgess'  Mill,  extending  along  the  Eoydtou  plank  road  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  there  crosses  it.  It  was  reported  on  their 
picket-line  that  Pickett's  division  had  ,gone  into  position  on  Johason's 
right. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Head(^uartkhs  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—8.20  a.m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Hays'  division  has  reached  the  Crow  house  and  extends  to  within  200 
yards  of  Hatcher's  Run.  Turner's  division,  of  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  is 
on  the  right  of  Hays,  and  will  form  on  the  right,  extending  down  the 
run,  and  will  be  virtually  in  connection  with  our  artillery  in  the  intrench- 
meuts.  The  enemy  has  some  artillery  on  the  other  side  of  the  run,  Avith 
woods  cleared,  so  as  to  cover  the  Held  of  the  Crow  house.  The  Third 
and  First  Divisions  have  moved  forward  through  dense  undergrowth 
and  swamps  and  tlie  connection  is  somewhat  broken.  I  do  not  exactly 
know  where  Miles'  left  touches  the  Boydtou  plank,  but  am  about  to 
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ride  down  there  and  will  let  you  know.  I  shall  keep  pushing  forward 
as  soon  as  my  connections  are  established,  to  see  where  the  enemy  is  on 
my  whole  front. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Redoubt  of  main  line  is  visible  on  the  other  side  of  the  run. 
Miles'  left  is  now  in  connection  with  Warren's  right. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—9.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

General  Meade  directs  me  to  acknowledge  your  dispatch  by  Lieuten- 
ant Humphreys.  He  thinks  you  will  be  able  to  hold  with  your  corps 
to  Hatcher's  Run,  thus  rendering  General  Turner's  division  available 
to  cross  Hatcher's  Run  and  assist  an  advance  of  General  Ord's  troops. 

ALEX.  8.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—11  a.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
It  looks  to  me  as  if  the  attack  were  going  to  be  on  Warren  and  not 
on  Ord. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Boydton  Plank  Eoad,  March  30, 1865 — 11.15  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major  General  Webb: 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  9.40,  just  received,  1  can  spare 
General  Turner's  division  for  the  purpose  desired. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


March  30,  1865.     (Received  12.15  p,  m.) 
Major  General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

1  have  two  deserters — one  from  Thirteenth,  the  other  from  Thirty- 
eighth  North  Carolina,  Scales'  brigade,  Wilcox's  division.  They  left 
Petersburg  between  2  and  3  this  morning,  and  report  that  the  whole  of 
Wilcox's  and  Heth's  divisions  came  across  Hatcher's  Run  at  Burgess' 
Mill  and  are  now  in  their  intrenchmcnts  this  side  of  the  run.  So  far 
as  they  know  Mabone  remained  near  Petersburg.  We  have  two  de- 
serters from  their  skirmish  line  opposite  our  left  belonging  to  Gracie's 
brigade.  In  a  previous  dispatch  I  said  that  Turner's  division  could  be 
spared  by  me. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—12.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

As  soon  as  you  can  get  in  position  connecting  well  with  Warren's  left 
the  general  commanding  desires  yon  to  intrench,  so  that  your  line  can 
be  held  with  a  diminished  force.  Report  then  and  state  what  can  be 
spared  from  your  corps. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hb;adquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—1.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

A  dispatch  has  been  sent  to  you  directing  you  to  move  up  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  enemy,  holding  from  the  Boydton  plank  road  to  Hatcher's 
Run.  You  are  then  to  intrench  and  to  report  what  force  will  be  able  to 
hold  the  line. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—1.30  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-Geueral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Colonel  Willian,  of  my  staff,  has  been  within  300  yards  of  the  redoubt 
north  of  the  Crow  house,  and  reports  it  to  be  on  this  side  of  Hatcher's 
Run.  All  other  information  confirms  this  statement.  The  timber  is 
slashed  in  front  of  the  redoubt.  From  all  the  information  received  I 
judge  that  the  redoubt  is  a  part  of  a  line  of  works  ou  this  side  of 
Hatcher's  Run.    The  inhabitants  of  Crow's  house  corroborate  this. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865 — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

The  line  of  the  Second  Corps  extends  from  Hatcher's  Run,  at  a  point 
400  yards  east  of  Crow's  house,  to  the  Boydton  plank  road  at  the  inter 
section  of  the  Dabney's  Mill  road.  At  both  flanks  the  enemy's  redoubts, 
about  SOO  yards  distant,  Are  at  us  from  time  to  time,  as  does  an  intermc 
diate  battery  or  redoubt  at  greater  distance.  On  both  flanks  our 
skirmishers  have  pressed  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  so  far  that  in 
advancing  a  flank  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  is  opened  upon  them. 
My  line,  which  is  already  tolerably  intrenched,  can  be  held  strongly 
with  Mott's  and  Hays'  divisions.  This  would  leave  Miles'  division 
available  for  other  work,  supposing  our  left  flank  protected.  I  have 
supposed,  in  making  this  statement,  that  Turner's  division  was  removed, 
and  that  some  of  Hays'  would  be  required  to  cover  his  right  flank  along  a 
line  of  breast- works  running  from  Hatcher's  Run  past  Dabney's  Mill, 
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a  skirmish-line  to  couuect  with  our  pickets  at  ArmstroDg's  Mill, 
Miles'  division,  last  report,  was  7,192  enlisted  men  present  for  duty; 
Mott  had,  by  last  report,  7,776  enlisted  men  present  for  duty.  Over 
8,000  of  these  had  muskets  for  the  first  time  the  day  before  yesterday. 
Hays'  division  reports  4,699  enlisted  men  present  for  duty;  1,300  men 
are  now  with  or  ordered  to  Captain  Howell,  U.  S.  Enginers,  to  work  on 
roads. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquahtbbs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—7  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
General  Meade  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patch in  regard  to  your  position.  It  is  supposed  that  Ord  has  already 
pushed  out  his  pickets  and  advanced  his  line.  Has  Hays  determined 
whether  or  not  this  is  so?  Does  Ord's  line  connect  yet  with  Hays'! 
Please  direct  this  examination  to  be  made.  Will  you  return  to  your 
old  headquarters  to-night?  Should  you  do  so  General  Meade  would 
like  to  see  you. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

March  30,  1865—7  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

I  will  leave  my  telegraph  operators,  with  orderlies,  at  General  Mott's 
headquarters.     I  will  return  to  the  same  place  I  had  my  headquarters 


last  night. 


A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—8.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  relieve 
General  Griffin  with  Miles'  division  and  will  take  up  the  line  now  held 
by  Griffin  and  the  return  to  tlie  left  on  the  Boydton  plank  road.  You 
will  support  your  left  with  a  brigade  of  Mott's  division. 

^^  ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 

Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys: 

General  Sheridan  reports  his  advanced  parties  have  been  driven  from 
the  White  Oak  road,  and  that  prisoners  report  Pickett's  division  occu- 
pying that  road  as  far  down  as  Five  Forks.     Warren  has  been  directed 
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to  re-enforee  Ayres  at  S.  Dabiiey's  by  Crawford,  as  Ayresmay  beattacked 
early  to-inonow  morning.  In  case  Warren  is  heavily  attacked  it  may 
be  necessary  for  you  to  support  biin  by  an  attack  in  your  front.  The 
commanding  general  desires  this  contingency  held  in  view,  and  requests 
you  to  act  without  specific!  orders  and  to  the  best  of  your  judgn.ent, 
either  attacking  or  sending  re  enforcements  to  Warren.  His  ov/n 
opinion  is  in  fnvor  of  the  former,  biit  be  is  not  able  to  judge  except  on 
general  principles. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Htaff. 


Makc!H  ao,  1865 — 6  a.  m. 
Major-Cieneral  Hi'mphkeys: 

1  do  not  think  it  best  to  advance  any  farther  till  General  Miles  gets 
up  in  position  on  my  right,  which,  as  the  woods  are  difiicnlt,  will  take 
some  time.  A  broad,  o])en  field  is  in  my  front,  with  the  enemy  in  force 
last  night  on  the  opposite  side.  Will  you  let  me  know  as  soon  as  your 
line  is  established  as  near  the  enemy's  line  as  may  be  without  assault- 
ing it. 

Kespectfully, 

G.  K.  WAKREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  SO,  1805 — 8  a.  m.     (Received  8.45  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Warren  : 

Your  dispatch  of  G  a.  m.  is  just  received.  My  Third  and  Second 
Divisions  are  moving,  but  through  a  dense  and  most  impenetrable 
swiinip,  and  their  progress  is  necessarily  slow.  General  Miles  has 
orders  to  keep  moving,  keeping  his  connection  with  you.  I  have  just 
repeated  these  orders  to  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Skcionu  Army  Corps, 

March  SO,  1865. 
Major-Cieiieral  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps: 

General:  My  line  of  battle  now  extends  in  a  straight  line  past  the 
Crow  h(mse  to  your  right.  I  have  ordered  the  skirmishers  of  the  Second 
Division  on  the  right,  and  thoi-e  of  the  right  of  Miles'  division  to  be 
advanced  and  get  to  Hatcher's  Run  if  they  can.  Please  let  me  know 
if  you  are  going  to  advance  your  skirmish-line  or  line  of  battle  that  I 
may  have  my  movements  conform  to  yours.  The  enemy's  main  line  of 
works  on  the  other  side  of  Hatcher's  Run  are  in  view  at  the  Crow  house, 
being  600  or  800  yards  distant  there. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Crap.  LTin.l 
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Headqttartkrb  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1863—ll.aO  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

General:  My  position  on  the  plank  road  at  tlie  junction  of  the 
Quaker  road  cannot  be  advanced  any  farther,  tlie  enemy  being  reported 
strongly  intrenched.  There  may  be  a  little  portion  of  my  extreme  right 
retired  last  night  for  want  of  connection,  which  can  be  thrown  out  if 
your  line  can  be  advanced.  Any  straightening  out  on  that  part  of  the 
line  that  General  Miles  thinks  practicable  shall  be  done.  1  am  about 
sending  out  a  division  from  the  plank  road  north-northwest  from  Mrs. 
Biater's  [Butler's?]  to  reconnoiter  and  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  shall 
follow  up  any  engagement  that  may  take  place  outside  of  the  enemy's 
line  of  works  with  nearly  all  the  corps.  Your  line  must  iiow  be  very 
much  shorter  than  it  was  when  first  taken  up  yesterday.  Telegraph 
line  is  at  my  headquarters. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Marck  .HO,  JSfi.').     (Received  12.10  a.  m.  31st.) 
Major-General  Warren: 

General:  I  am  directed  to  relieve  General  Griffin  with  Miles'  divis- 
ion, and  take  up  the  line  now  held  by  Griffin  and  take  up  the  relieve 
[return]  on  Boydton  plank  road.  I  am  to  send  a  brigade  from  Mott's 
division  to  support  the  left  of  the  line  after  Griffin  leaves.  I  have  given 
the  necessary  orders  to  carry  this  out  as  soon  as  possible.  Can  you 
send  me  some  description  of  the  position  held  by  Griffin  indicated  in  the 
instructions  I  have  received  as  above  stated? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- Oeneral. 

[TmlorBemeDt.] 


The  left  of  the  picket-line  rests  near  a  large  branch 
of  Gravelly  Run.  General  Griffin's  division  occupies 
a  line  of  works  from  the  left  of  j'our  line,  on  the 
Boydton  plank  road,  one  fourth  of  a  mile  west,  then 
refused  to  the  rear  until  it  af;ain  strikes  the  plank 
road  near  the  junction  of  the  Quaker  road;  from 
there  south  on  the  plank  road  a  few  hundred  yards. 


Headqtiartbus  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—8.35  p.  m. 

Brevet  Captain  Howell,  U.  S.  Engineers, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Two  hundred  men,  officered,  have  started  to  report  to  you  at  our 
headquarters  of  last  night.     1  gave  the  officer  in  command  an  order  to 
anyone  there  to  furnish  axes.    There  are  none  up  here  which  can  be 
spared.    Please  apply  to  anyone  there  for  the  axes. 
^  C.  A.  WHITTIER, 

Assistant  Admtant- General. 
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Headquakteks  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—12.30  p.  m* 
General  MiLiss, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

Division  commanders  will  at  daylight  to-morrow  take  measures  to 
ascertain  whether  the  enemy  in  our  front  can  probably  be  attacked 
with  success.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  General  Grifl&n  be 
relieved  at  tlie  earliest  possible  moment,  and  every  exertion  must  be 
made  immediately  to  do  it  with  the  utmost  expedition. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Humphreys: 

C.  J.  MILLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Hays,  commanding  Second  Division,  and  General 
Mott,  commanding  Third  Division.) 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  The  following  changes  in  the  jmsitions  of  the  troops  are 
ordered  to  take  place  to-night: 

Ist.  Brigadier-General  Hays,  commanding  Second  Division,  will 
immediately  upon  receipt.of  this  order  put  all  his  division  i)i  the  line, 
occupying  it  with  a  single  line,  relieving  General  Mott's  troops  from  as 
much  of  the  line  as  possible  and  relieving  his  pickets  also. 

2d.  As  soon  as  (ieneral  Hays  has  relieved  General  Mott  as  far  as  he 
can.  General  Mott  will  relieve  General  Miles,  and  will  hold  the  line  to 
the  Boydton  plank  road  with  two  brigades. 

3d.  General  Miles,  upon  being  relieved  by  General  Mott,  will  relieve 
General  GrifBn  in  the  line  he  now  holds,  taking  up  the  return  on  the 
Boydton  i)lank  road. 

4th.  General  Mott  will  send  a  brigade  to  support  the  left  of  the  line 
held  by  General  Miles  after  relieving  General  Griffin. 

5tli.  Each  division  commander  will  report  when  they  have  carried 
out  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  J.  MILLS, 


Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


(Same  to  Generals  Hays  and  Mott.) 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—7.20  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General  Humphreys  wishes  to  know  if  you  connect  with  the  Fifth 
Corps,  how  far  you  have  advanced  this  line,   and  if   you   are  still 
advancing?    How  is  the  country  through  which  you  move? 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

'  Probably  12.30  a.  in.  March  31. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—7.55  a.  m. 
General  Miles: 
General  Warren  telegraphs,  dated  G  a.  in.,  just  received — 

I  do  not  think  it  best  to  advaaco  any  farther  until  General  Miles  pets  into  posi- 
tion on  my  right,  which,  as  the  woods  are  difficnlt,  will  take  some  time.  A  hrnad, 
open  ftold  is  in  my  front,  with  the  enemy  in  force  on  the  opposite  side  last  night. 

General  Humphreys  directs  that  you  keep  moving  forward,  keeping 
your  connection  with  General  Warren.  Keport  constantly.  Nothing 
has  been  heard  here  since  early  this  morning. 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Aeljutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—12  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  Warren  has  just  sent  word  that — 

I  am  about  sending  out  a  division  from  the  plank  road  north-northwest  from  Mrs. 
liiater's  [Butler's]  to  reconnoiter  and  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  shall  follow  up  any 
engagement  that  may  take  place  outside  of  the  enemy's  line  of  works  with  nearly 
all  the  corps. 

Tlie  general  commanding  directs  that  you  conform  your  movements 
to  those  of  General  Warren,  extending  to  the  left,  if  necessary,  and 
remembering  to  notify  General  Mott  of  any  movements  which  may 
become  necessary  on  his  part  to  keep  up  his  connection  with  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  MILLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Mareli  30,  1865—1.50  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

Have  you  moved  enough  forward  to  see  the  enemy's  main  line  of 

works?    General  Mott  is  about  to  push  out  his  skirmishers  to  try  to 

see  their  works,  and  General  Humphreys  is  very  anxious  to  get  to  the 

run  to  see  what,  if  anything,  is  between  here  and   there.     Please 

report  all  you  see. 
*  •  CHAS.  A.  WHITTIER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  .30,  1865—3.10  i>.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  intrench  your 
line  strongly  and  report  at  once  by  bearer,  if  possible,  the  number  of 
troops  you  can  spare  to  be  sent  away  and  the  number  of  pieces  in  your 

front. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  MILLo, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—6.15  p.  m. 
Brevet  IVIajor-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
The  headquarters  of  tbe  corps  will  be  at  the  same  place  as  last  night. 
There  will  be  a  telegrai)hic  station  at  General  Mott's  headquarters, 
which  are  near  his  line  in  rear  of  center,  from  which  any  communi cation 
may  be  sent  to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

G.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Skcond  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1N65. 
Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
First  Division  headquarters  are  established  on  the  Dabney's  Mill 
road,  on  a  hill  about  250  yards  in  rear  of  the  line. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  A.  BROWN, 
Actimj  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

[March  30,  3865.] 
General  [Miles]: 

Certainly.  Your  band  can  come  up.  Send  order  for  whisky ;  don't 
know  how  you'll  get  it.  The  general  wants  you  to  send  word  by  tele- 
graph how  much  you  have  corduroyed  Dabney's  Mill  road,  and  wants 
you  to  put  every  man  you  can  spare  on  it  in  the  morning. 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
A  ssistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel,:  Not  more  than  a  mile  of  the  Dabney's  Mill  road  is  cordu- 
royed, as  I  have  just  succeeded  in  getting  tools.  There  are  enough 
musicians  at  the  hospitals  to  bring  up  four  or  five  loads,  and  I  have 
just  got  a  load  up  in  that  way.  I  can  spare  2,000  men  to  work  on  the 
road  in  the  morning. 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Orders.]        Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—3  a.  m. 

This  division  will  be  in  complete  readiness  to  move  at  G  a.  m.  this 
30th  of  March. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles: 

richd.  a.  brown. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Ordkus.]        Hdqks.  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Brigade  commanders  will  see  tbat  strong  guards  are  posted  in  front 
of  the  lines  of  stacks  at  night,  with  instructions  to  alarm  the  command 
in  case  of  any  unusual  firing  on  the  picket- line.  All  the  troops  of  this 
command  will  be  got  under  arms  at  4.30  a.  ni.  daily,  until  further 
orders,  and  will  so  remain  until  daylight.  A  large  number  of  men  are 
noticed  out  of  the  ranks,  who  claim  to  be  liospital  attendants,  company 
cooks,  servants  not  nnistered,  orderlies  for  regimental  and  company 
commnnders,  &c.  All  such  men  will  be  placed  in  the  ranks  at  once;  no 
exceptions  will  be  made. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles: 

lilCHD.  A.  BROWN, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  SEf!f)ND  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  I  can  spare  one  brigade, 
about  1,000  strong,  which  leaves  3,000  men  in  my  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HAYS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—12  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  General  Warren  has  just  sent  the  following  dispatch: 

I  am  abont  seiidiu<;  out  a  division  from  the  plank  road  north-nortliweet  from  Mrs. 
Biater's  [Butler'st]  to  recouuoiter  and  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  shall  follow  np  any 
engagement  that  may  take  ])lace  outside  of  the  enemy's  line  of  ■works  with  nearly 
all  the  corps. 

General  Miles  has  been  instructed  to  conform  to  this  movement  of 
General  Warren  if  it  will  be  necessary  to  do  so  to  keep  his  connection, 
and  to  notify  you  of  any  movement  which  may  be  necessary  on  your 
part  for  the  same  purpose,  in  which  case  the  general  commanding 
directs  that  yon  conform  to  his  movement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  MILLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  My  division  oflBcer  of  the  day  reports  that  he  has  driven 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  into  their  advanced  rifle-pits.    My  skirmish 
line  is  in  advance  of  the  Second  Division  and  has  halted. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-  Gen  era  I. 
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Hbabqitartebs  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865—10.15  y.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  MoTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General  :  General  Miles  is  about  to  move  forward  liis  riglit  about 
one-lialf  his  line.  General  Humpbreys  directs  that  you  move  your  left 
about  half  of  it,  the  object  to  straighten  the  line,  making  as  straight 
a  line  as  possible  from  the  Eainey  house,  keeping  connection  with  Gen- 
eral Miles. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

0.  A.  WHITTIEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
March  30,  1865 — 5.50  a.  m.     (Received  7.07  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb: 

I  Lave  my  command  all  in  readiness,  but  my  advance  is  so  far  ahead 
of  General  Humphreys  and  in  sight  of  the  enemy  across  the  open 
ground  that  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  attempt  anything  more 
northward  till  General  Humphreys  gets  into  position  on  my  right.  My 
left,  on  the  plank  road,  cannot  be  extended  with  propriety  till  1  can 
get  some  idea  of  General  Sheridan's  movements,  and  now  rests  on 
Gravelly  Hun,  and,  if  I  move,  it  will  be  in  the  air.  I  believe  I  am  now 
in  the  best  position  I  can  be,  unless  an  assault  is  intended  upon  the 
enemy's  lines  near  the  Quaker  road.  I  cannot  move  forward,  and  it 
does  not  appear  a  favorable  place  in  front  of  Griflfin. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—7.30  a.  m.     (Received  8.30  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
Your  dispatch  is  received.  General  Meade  does  not  think  you  hold 
as  much  of  the  front  line  as  the  strength  of  your  command  would  war- 
rant. He  desires  to  have  you  make  use  of  both  Crawford  and  Ayres  to 
develop  to  the  left.  He  cannot  give  you  any  more  definite  information 
of  General  Sheridan's  movements  than  to  state  that  he  is  ordered  to 
attack  or  turn  the  enemy's  right.  You  must  act  independently  of 
Sheridan,  and,  protecting  your  flanks,  extend  to  your  left  as  far  as  possi- 
ble. If  the  enemy  comes  out  and  turns  your  left  you  must  attack  him. 
You  will  be  supported  with  all  the  available  force  to  be  procured. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—8.10  a.  m.     (Received  8.30  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
Major-General  Meade,  in  consequence  of  the  condition  of  the  road, 
has  ordered  the  Fifth  Corps  train  to  move  up  to  the  intersection  of  the 
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Vaughan  and  old  stage  roads,  aud  to  halt  tbere.  Mackenzie's  cavalry 
is  at  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run  at  W.  Perkins'.  Three  hundred 
cavalry  are  ;it  the  junction  of  Quaker  and  old  stage  roads.  Have  yon 
used  any  troops  of  Ayres  at  that  point? 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  a  ltd  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
March  30,  1805 — H.30  a.m.     (Received  9.15  a.  in.) 

Brevet  Major-General  Webb: 

I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  dated  7.50  a.  in.  If  I  extend  my 
line  to  the  left  as  far  as  possible,  using  both  Crawford  and  Ayres,  and 
the  enemy  turns  my  left,  what  will  I  have  to  attack  him  with! 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


[Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,] 

March  30,  1865—8.40  a.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  withdrawn  all  of  Ayres'  troops  from  that  point  on  the  Vaughan 
road  and  all  of  Colonel   Walsh's  cavalry  except  100  men.     I  have 
ordered  all  the  trains  which  were  brought  over  the  Rowanty  to  this 
side  of  Gravelly  Run. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—8.40  a.  m. 

Major-General  Waeren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

From  deserters  and  prisoners  we  learn  that  the  enemy's  line  runs 

along  the  White  Oak  Ridge  road  to  Boydton  plank  road,  then  back  on 

the  road  to  Burgess'  Mill,  then  down  Hatcher's  Run.    Humphreys  has 

possession  of  Dabney's  Mill.    Their  picket-line  is  a  rifle-pit  and  was 

easily  taken. 

^  ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 

Brevet  Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staf^. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
March  30, 1865—9.20  a.  m.    (Received  9.35  a.  in.) 

Major-General  Webb: 

Your  dispatch  of  8.40  a.  m.  (No.  3)  just  received.  The  information  I 
have  received  is  of  the  same  effect  as  that  you  send  me.  Two  deserters 
report  the  line  immediately  in  front  of  General  Griffin  as  what  they 
think  a  strong  one  with  two  lines  of  obstructions  in  front.  They  had  a 
large  number  of  negroes  at  work  upon  it  yesterday.    General  Crawford 
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is  at  present  making  a  temporary  line  near  the  plank  road  on  whicli  we 
can  reform  in  case  of  a  reverse  after  advancing.    I  will  tben  extend  my 
left  as  far  as  practicable. 
Eespectftillv, 

G.  K.  WAEREN, 
Major-  General,  Oomni  an  (Jing. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865 — 9.30  a.  m.     (Received  9.55  a.  m.) 
General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
General  Meade  directs  that  you  send  Colonel  Walsh  to  his  position 
at  the  junction  of  the  old  stage  and  Quaker  roads,  and  direct  him  to 
report  from  that  point  to  General  Macy,  provost-marshal-general.  He 
is  very  anxious  to  have  you  cover  as  much  of  the  front  line  as  possible 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  your  command,  and  his  idea  was  that  you 
would  i)ut  both  Griffin  and  Crawford  in  front,  keeping  a  portion  of 
each  as  a  reserve,  and  keeping  Ayres  to  cover  your  left  flank. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  iSfaff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  ]SCr>—9.r>0  a.  m. 
Brevet  Maior-Cieneral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Captain  Gillespie  has  just  come  from  General  Sheridan's  headquar- 
ters at  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  on  his  way  to  General  Grant.  He  came 
up  the  Boydtoii  plank  road.  When  he  left  Dinwiddie  Court-House 
one  division  of  the  cavalry  was  to  move  out  on  the  road  due  north  of 
Dinwiddie  and  mass  at  J.  Boisseau's,  then  feel  out  toward  the  White 
Oak  road.  General  Sheridan  remains  at  Dinwiddie  witii  one  other 
division  and  the  other  division  is  upon  Stony  Creek  where  the  Vaughan 
road  crosses.  I  shall  soon  send  out  General  Ayres'  division  on  a 
reconnaissance  from  Mrs.  Butler's  northwesterly  toward  S.  Dabney's. 
He  will  be  in  position  to  develop  the  enemy's  line  and  where  I  can  sup- 
port him  with  General  Crawford,  and  where  he  can  co-operate  with 
General  Sheridan  if  he  comes  within  reach. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865— 10.  Id  u.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  My  idea  of  the  way  T  should  exteud  my  line  I  have  indi- 
cated in  my  dispatch  of  9.50.     Having  my  troops  all  well  in  hand  1 
can  move  out  Ayres  in  column  to-day  as  I  did  Griffin  yesterday,  and 
if  he  meets  the  enemy  give  him  battle.    I  can  support  him  if  needed 
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with  Dearly  the  whole  corps  and  follow  up  auy  advantage  gained,  and 
if  I  am  worsted  I  have  a  good  place  to  reform  on.  This  may  seem  a 
little  slow,  but  it  is  the  only  way  we  can  keep  our  troops  working 
together  and  conduct  operations  with  certainty.  The  amount  of  line 
I  can  occupy  will  depend  upon  the  character  of  country  I  develop. 
The  roads  and  fields  are  getting  too  bad  for  artillery,  and  I  do  not 
believe  General  Sheridan  can  operate  advantageously.  If  General 
Humphreys  is  able  to  straighten  out  his  line  between  my  right  and  the 
vicinity  of  the  Crow  house,  he  will  hold  it  in  pretty  strong  force,  but 
the  roads  are  so  bad  they  alone  will  keep  him  nearly  all  day  finding 
out  how  matters  stand.  The  orders  about  the  cavalry  reporting  to 
General  Macy  have  been  sent  out. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEREN, 
Major- General,  Volunteers. 


Headquaeteus  Fifth  Army  Cokps, 

March  30,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  report  of  casualties  has  just  been  received:  Battery 
B,  Fifth  [Fourth?]  U.  S.  Artillery,  1  man  killed,  1  officer  and  3  meu 
wounded;  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  2  officers  and  42  meu  killed, 
15  officers  and  269  men  wounded;  Second  Brigade,  1  officer  and  3  men 
killed,  11  men  wounded;  Third  Brigade,  1  officer  and  1  man  killed,  1 
officer  and  18  men  wounded.  Total,  4  officers  and  47  men  killed,  17 
officers  and  301  men  wounded.  Prisoners  captured,  3  officers,  115  men. 
Major  Fitch,  pioneer  officer  First  Division,  reports  the  burial  of  120 
rebel  dead,  including  12  officers.  Three  deserters  were  also  received. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Webb: 

General  Ayres  is  now  moving  out  to  extend  my  line.  If  he  meets 
more  force  within  a  mile  than  he  can  dispose  of  Crawford  will  go  to  his 
support,  aud  I  can  also  use  a  brigade  from  Griffin.  If  the  enemy  is 
outside  of  his  line,  or  comes  out,  we  shall  have  a  considerable  fight 
pretty  soon. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 


Major-General. 


[Indorsement.] 


General  Grant: 
For  your  information. 


A.  S.  WEBB, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

[March  30,  1865]— 13  in. 
General  Webb: 

I  have  received  your  dispatch*  inclosing  one  from  General  Grant,  iu 
which  you  say  the  commanding  general  sees  no  reason  to  change  his 
previous  orders.  Your  instructions  have  never  said  definitely  how  far 
I  was  expected  to  extend  nor  the  object  desired.  General  Grant's  is 
definite  on  both  ])oints,  and  if  I  am  to  attempt  that  myself  at  all  haz- 
ards I  don't  shrink  from  it.  General  Humphreys  can  perhaps  extend 
farther  to  the  left  if  required.  Common  experience  requires  that  I 
should  extend  my  left  toward  tho  White  Oak  road  with  strong  force 
and  precaution  against  an  attack  from  the  enemy.  I  am  very  glad  to 
know  the  object  and  extent  of  my  farther  movement  to  the  left.  I  have 
seen  General  Sheridan.  He  has  ordered  a  division  to  move  north  to 
the  White  Oak  road,  which  greatly  simplifies  my  movement. 
EespectfuUy, 

G.  K.  WAKEBN, 

Major-  Gen  eral. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865 — 12 AO  j>.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  have  just  received  notice  from  General  Humphreys  that 
deserters  inform  him  that  Heth's  and  Wilcox's  divisions  left  Petersburg 
this  morning  and  are  now  in  their  lines  this  side  of  Hatcher's  Run. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEBN, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — Prisoners  just  captured  (four  of  them),  in  front  of  First  Divis- 
ion picket-line,  report  that  they  understood  that  two  of  the  divisions 
that  came  down  were  Heth's  and  Pickett's. 

G.  K.  W. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  30,  1865— 12.45 $.  m.     (Received  1.20  p.  m.) 
General  Warren: 
Copy  furnished  for  your  information : 

Gkneral:  The  general  t  just  in  from  General  Merritt  with  dispatches  from  Sheri- 
dan. Merritt  says  that  the  reconnaissance  sent  ont  from  near  Koissean's  eucountered 
the  enemy  in  considerable  force.  They  went  to  abont  two  miles  of  the  Five  Forks 
and  found  the  enemy  occupying  the  road.  Those  going  north  proceeded  to  about  a 
mile  of  the  White  Oak  road,  and  found  tho  road  also  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Nearly 
all  the  forces  met  were  cavalry.  All  the  roads  leading  toward  the  White  Oak  road 
are  covered  by  the  enemy.     No  engagement  reported. 

K.  S.  PARKER. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


*  See  Webb  to  Warren,  11.15  a.m.,  forwarding  dispatch  from  Grant  to  Meade,  p.  283. 
tAs  received  by  Warren.     As  originally  written  by  Parker  it  reads  "A  messen- 
ger." 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  30,  1865—12.55  p.  m.     (Sent  1.05  p.  in.) 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
In  view  of  the  information  received  from  tlie  cavalry  and  of  the  state 
of  the  weather  General  Meade  directs  nie  to  state  that  you  are  not  to 
shorten  any  line  you  may  have  developed,  but  you  will  push  that  well 
up  to  the  enemy,  and,  having  intrenched,  you  will  await  orders.  Your 
dispatch  of  12.50  [12.40? |  is  received. 

ALEX.   S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
March  30,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m.     (Received  3.50  p.  m.) 
General  Webb: 

General:  I  have  advanced  my  line  of  battle  to  cover  the  junction 
of  the  Dabney  Mill  road  with  the  plank  road,  and  made  a  heavy 
advance  with  my  skirmishers.  The  enemy  opened  wdth  artillery  from  a 
fort  near  Burgess'  Tavern,  and  also  from  a  point  near  T.  Pentecoast's. 
General  Ayres'  advance  is  near  S.  Dabney's,  meeting  that  far  with  no 
opposition.  From  his  advanced  point  he  saw  infantry  moving  west  on 
the  White  Oak  road.  As  soon  as  our  attack  began  near  the  plank 
road  there  was  a  movement  of  their  troops  back  toward  Burgess'  Mill. 
Tlie  reports  about  their  late  movements  are  a  little  uncertain.  I  have 
received  the  report  of  General  Merritt's  operations.  His  skirmishing 
could  be  heard  due  west  from  J.  Stroud's. 
Itespectfully, 

G.  K.  WAKREN, 

Major-  General. 
Delayed  by  line  working  badly. 

OPERATOR. 

[Indornement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding. 

Please  return,  having  no  copy. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


March  30, 1865—3.15  p.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  We  have  captured  one  officer  of  Pickett's  division  near 
S.  Dabney's.  He  was  in  charge  of  a  guard  to  the  train  that  was  pass- 
ing west.  1  was  mistaken  about  Griffin's  firing  causing  these  troops  to 
return;  they  have  all  gone  on.  Cannot  General  Humphreys  extend  a 
little  more  to  the  left,  and  let  me  have  Griffin's  division  to  move  out 
with,  as  well  as  Ayres  and  Crawford?  I  am  already  advanced  as  far 
as  I  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  take  up  a  continuous  line.  The  cav- 
airy  skirmishing  is  now  heard  southwest  from  S.  Dabney's. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

.  Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  I860 — 4  p.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  General  Ayres'  advance  now  sees  the  White  Oak  road 
near  W.  Dabney's  for  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  There  is  a  difficult 
swamp  between  the  plank  road  and  that  place.  I  have  now  a  contin- 
ous  intrenched  line  from  my  right  across  Griffin's  front,  and  along  the 
plank  road  nearly  down  to  Gravelly  Run.  If  General  Humphreys  can 
take  charge  of  Griffin's  front,  about  5(iO  yards  west  of  plank  road,  with 
the  return  down  it,  I  can  take  my  corps  and  block  the  White  Oak  road. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Oeneral. 
(Ooi>y  furnished  by  Meade  to  Grant  7.30  p.  ni.) 


March  30,  1865—4.50  p.  m.» 
General  Webb: 

A  portion  of  Wilcox's  division  made  a  demonstration  against  Grif- 
fin about  twenty  minutes  ago,  and  were  easily  driven  back  into  their 
lines.  We  took  a  few  prisoners — broken-down  men  lately  forced  into 
the  service.  They  don't  know  much,  but  think  Johnson's  division 
moved  to  their  right  when  they  came  down  this  morning.  General 
Hcth  is  here,  but  they  do  not  think  his  division  is.  They  think  Heth 
commands  the  corps,  und  Hill  all  the  defenses  south  of  the  James. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—7.10  p.  m. 
(Sent  7.25  p.  m.,  received  7.30  p.  m. 
Major-Geiieral  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
Your  dispatch  dated  5  p.  m.  has  just  been  received.     Please  find  out 
and  telegraph  if  possible  what  brigades  of  Wilcox's  are  in  your  front. 
What  grounds  have  those  men  for  thinking  more  of  his  brigades  than 
their  own  are  there? 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—8.15  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

To-night  when  the  sun  was  about  au  hour  high  I  ordered  General 
Griffin  to  advance  his  whole  line  of  skirnnshers  to  demonstrate  the  pi-ac- 
ticability  of  au  assault  upon  the  enemy's  works.  I  have  not  yet  received 
his  report. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- Oeiieral. 

*The  copy  furnished  by  Meade  to  Grant  is  timed  5  j).  111. 
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Headquabt£B8  Fifth  Aemy  Ooeps, 

March  30,  1865 — 8.15  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Ghwf  of  Staff: 
General  Griffin  has  taken  no  prisoners  to-day  except  from  Scales' 
brigade.  One  of  them,  Private  Guest,  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina, 
states  his  brigade  is  composed  of  Thirty-fourth,  Twenty-second,  and  Six- 
teenth North  Carolina.  Scales  was  not  present  in  their  charge  to-day; 
the  brigade  was  led  by  Major  Norman  [Norment].  There  are  four 
brigades  in  Wilcox's  division,  commanded  by  General  Scales,  Colonels 
Howe  [Hyman],  Gallaway,  and  Stowe.  They  left  the  works  in  front  of 
our  signal  tower  at  3  o'clock  this  morning.  Thinks  all  the  brigades  of 
his  division  were  present  to-day,  but  is  not  sure.  General  Wilcox  is 
absent  on  leave. 

Kespectfdlly, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 


I 


Major-  General. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquabtees  Abmy  op  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—9.20  p.  m. 
General  Weight  : 

The  above  is  sent  for  your  information.     It  is  evident  that  Scales  has 
left  your  front. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquabtees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30, 1865—9  p.  m. 

Major-General  Waeben, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

General  Humphreys  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  General  Griffin  with 
General  Miles,  and  one  brigade  of  General  Mott's  division — in  all  10,000 
men — and  is  directed  to  hold  the  return  on*  the  Boydtou  plank  road  and 
General  Griffin's  line.  Griffin  relieved,  you  will  support  General  Ayres 
in  his  position  and  strengthen  yourself  at  that  point.  You  will  hold 
your  corps  ready  to  attack  and  await  further  orders. 
Bv  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 
^  ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 

Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquabtees  Fifth  Aemy  Coeps, 

March  30,  1865—9.45  p.  m. 

General  Webb: 
Tour  disnatch  received.    When  will  General  Griffin  be  relieved! 
^  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


*  Words  in  italics  not  in  dispatch  as  received  by  General  Warren. 
20  B  B — VOL  XL VI,  PT  HI 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  30, 1863—9.45  p.  m.    (Received  11  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren: 

The  accompanying  dispatch  from  Major-General  Sheridan  is  sent  to 
you  for  your  information,*  In  consequence  of  the  state  of  affairs  here 
reported  it  will  be  necessary  that  General  Ayres  should  be  put  on  his 
guard  and  that  he  should  be  re-enforced  without  delay,  as  the  enemy 
may  attack  him  at  daylight.  As  Major-General  Humphreys  will  hold 
the  right  and  relieve  General  GriflBn  it  is  presumed  Crawford  can  be 
^ent  to  Ayres'  support,  if  not  there  now.    Acknowledge  receipt. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  30, 1865—10.35  p.  m.     (Received  12.10  a.  m.  31st.) 
Major-General  Warren: 

General  Griffin  will  be  relieved  as  soon  as  possible.    General  Hum- 
phreys will  be  instructed  to  report  to  you  when  the  division  starts. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865—11  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  referring  to  General  Ayres  being  re-enforced,  and  dis- 
patch of  General  Sheridan's,  received.    General  Griffin  reports  that  he 
has  been  unable  to  form  any  definite  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of 
making  an  assault. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865—11  p.  m. 
General  Ayres  will  re-enforce  his  advance  at  daylight  tomorrow  morn- 
ing with  his  whole  division.  General  Crawford  will  liold  his  command 
ready  to  follow  General  Ayres.  General  Griffin,  as  soon  as  relieved  by 
General  Humphreys'  troops,  will  move  down  the  Boydton  plank  road 
to  where  General  Ayres  now  is. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

•  See  Sheridan  to  Grant,  7  p.  m.  March  30,  p.  324.  As  received  by  Warren  the 
disp.atch  reads — "  Pickett's  division  is  developed  along  the  White  Oak  road,  its 
right  at  Five  Forks,  and  extends  toward  Petersburg.  After  the  small  force  at  Five 
Forks  was  driven  back  no  attempt  was  made  to  follow  up,  and  the  enemy  did  not 
appear  m  be  in  strong  force  there.  Hickett's  division  is  on  the  White  Oak  road,  his 
right  extending  as  far  as  Five  Forks.  Pioneers  report  the  enemy's  cavalry  concen- 
trated at  Five  Forks.  I  have,  however,  no  positive  information  of  this.  General 
Merritt  pickets  nearly  up  to  the  White  Oak,  and  is  encamped  at  J.  Boisseau's  house." 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865—6  a.  m. 
General  Griffin: 

Have  General  Bartlett's  skirmish  line  feel  the  enemy  in  his  front  and 
ascertain  if  they  are  in  the  same  position  as  last  night,  if  he  has  not 
already  determined  it,  and  send  me  a  report  in  writing. 
EespectfuUy, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
General  Griffin, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General:  The   major-general  commanding  desires  yon  to  send  a 
brigade  of  pioneers  to  repair  the  road  between  these  headquarters  and 
your  own.    They  will  be  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Benyaurd,  U.  S. 
Engineer  Corps.    Please  have  them  report  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865—11.15  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-Gcneral  Griffin, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General,:  The  major-general   commanding  wishes  you  to   swing 
round  on  the  left  as  soon  as  General  Ayres  moves  out. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—9.30  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Griffin, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  receive  as  soon 
as  possible  this  evening  your  report  of  your  opinion  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  assaulting  the  enemy's  works. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865.    (Eeceived  11  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  A  rmy  Corps  : 
General:  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have" been  unable  to  form  any  defi- 
nite opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  an  assault  upon  the  enemy's 
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works.  My  skirmish  line  was  unable  to  press  forward  as  they  encoun- 
tered a  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy  of  superior  numbers,  and  to-morrow 
things  may  be  changed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHaS.  GKIFFIN, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  |  Hdqes.  First  Dit.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  30.  ]  March  30,  1865. 

The  general  commanding  congratulates  the  troops  of  his  division,  and 
especially  those  of  the  First  Brigade,  upon  the  gallantry  displayed  by 
them  in  the  attack  upon  the  enemy  yesterday,  and  the  firmness  with 
which  they  met  andrepulsed  a  counterattack  made  by  largely  superior 
numbers.  The  Third  Brigade  is  entitled  to  great  praise  for  their 
alacrity  in  forming  and  advancing  under  a  most  severe  fire.  Their 
conduct  on  the  occasion  has  added  greatly  to  their  long-established 
reputation.  The  behavior  of  the  entire  division  was  such  as  to  elicit 
the  written  commendation  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  army. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  GrifQu : 

WM.  FOWLER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  ^  Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

Orders,  \  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.      )  Gamp  in  Field,  near  Boydton  Plank  Road,  March  30,  1865. 

The  general  commanding  congratulates  the  troops  of  this  brigade  on 
their  admirable  conduct  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday,  the  steadi- 
ness of  their  advance,  the  gallantry  of  their  attack,  the  courage  with 
which  they  withstood  the  repeated  assaults  of  a  largely  superior  force 
of  the  enemy  for  nearly  two  hours  without  support,  undismayed  by  the 
heavy  cross-fire  of  the  enemy  or  their  own  severe  losses;  the  good  order 
which  they  maintained  when  compelled  to  yield  ground  only  by  the 
exhaustion  of  their  ammunition;  the  handsome  manner  which  they 
then  formed  to  cover  the  artillery,  having  given  a  character  to  this 
brigade  of  which  their  general  is  proud. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Chamberlain: 

THOMAS  MITCHELL, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqes.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 
March  30, 1865—6.30  a.  m.    (Received  by  Warren  7.30  a.  m.) 

[General  Griffin  :] 

General  :  Since  the  fog  has  lifted  a  little  I  find  the  right  of  my 
skirmish  line  within  150  yards  of  a  complete  line  of  rifle-pits  now  held 
in,  as  far  as  developed,  the  usual  force  for  such  a  line.  I  have  made 
a  demonstration  witii  my  skirmish  line,  which  is  in  the  open  field,  and 
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am  satisfied  that  the  position  will  be  hotly  contested.  No  connection 
has  yet  been  made  -with  me  on  my  right  or  left,  either  by  line  of  battle 
or  skirmish  line. 

Eespectfiilly, 

J.  J.  BAETLETT, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Since  the  above  was  written  it  has  been  reported  that  the  Second 
Corps  connects. 

CHAS.  GEIFFIN, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865 — 8  a.  m. 
General  Webb: 

I  send  the  above  for  your  information.     General  Crawford  is  in  force, 
and  there  is  a  swamp  on  GriflBn's  left. 

We  have  a  corporal  from  Johnson's  division,  captured  this  morning 
on  the  skirmish  line.    From  the  shape  of  the  enemy's  line  I  think 
there  must  be  a  considerable  salient  or  bend  near  Dabney's  Mill. 
Eespectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Major- Oeneral. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1805—10.14  a.  m. 
General  Ayres: 

General  Meade  directs  me  to  post  all  that  cavalry  at  the  junction  of 
the  Vaughan  and  Quaker  roads  where  it  was,  so  if  any  have  come  up 
to  join  you,  as  I  directed,  send  it  back  again.  Instruct  the  command- 
ing officer  to  remain  in  position  there,  and  report  to  General  Macy, 
under  whose  orders  he  will  consider  himself  again  to  be. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Ayres  : 

General:  I  wish  you  would  take  your  division  (with  a  battery  of 
artillery,  if  you  think  it  practicable)  and  move  out  on  a  reconnaissance 
northwest  from  Mrs.  Butler's,  or  as  near  that  direction  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable, keeping  with  your  own  men  a  connection  with  our  present 
picket-line,  which  must  remain  as  it  is.  Major  Cope,  of  my  staff,  will 
accompany  you.  If  within  a  mile  beyond  the  plank  road  you  find  any 
enemy  drive  him  back,  but  do  not  advance  your  main  force  farther 
than  that,  unless  to  ])ursue  some  obvious  advantage  gained,  till  yon 
report  to  me  the  result.  With  your  main  body  thus  in  good  position, 
protecting  your  own  flanks,  advance  your  skirmishers  out  as  far  as 
prudent  to  reconnoiter  and  develop  the  character  of  the  country  and 
the  enemy's  position.  A  portion  of  my  escort  will  accompany  you. 
General  Merritt's  cavalry  division  is  massed  at  J.  Boisseau's  and  are 
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feeling  on  the  roads  north  from  that  toward  White  Oak  road.     If  you 
become  engaged  with  a  superior  force,  and  can  hold  on,  I  will  re-enforce 
you  with  Crawford's  division  as  soon  as  called  for. 
Eespectfully, 

G.  K.  WAUKEN, 

Major-  General. 


ClBCULAE.]  HDQRS.    SECOND  DIVISION,   FlFTH   COEPS, 

March  30,  1865. 
Brigade  and  battery  commanders  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  move  at  6  a.  m,,  or  to  repel  an  attack  of  the  enemy,  should  he 
attempt  one.    The  order  is  to  advance. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Ayres: 

W.  W.  SWAN, 
Brevet  Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Denison, 

Gommandinij  Second  Brigade: 
General  :  The  division  commander  directs  that  you  draw  back  the 
regiment  which  has  been  posted  at  the  junction  of  the  Vaughan  aud 
Quaker  roads.  The  commander  of  Battery  H,  First  New  York,  has 
been  ordered  to  report  to  you ;  also  the  commander  of  cavalry  regi- 
ment in  military  road.  You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to 
face  either  way  to  repel  an  attack  from  front  or  rear.  The  cavalry  can 
remain  where  it  is. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  SWAN, 
Brevet  Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  i  Hdqrs.  3d  Div.,  5th  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  ]  March  30,  1865. 

I.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eichardson  will  with  his  regiment  (Seventh 
Wisconsin)  picket  the  front  of  the  division.  Captain  Knight,  Ninety- 
fifth  New  York,  upon  being  relieved  will  rejoin  his  brigade. 

II.  Brigadier-General  Baxter,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will 
relieve  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dailey  commanding,  by  a  regiment  at  least  200  strong.  This  regiment 
will  be  posted  as  a  picket  reserve  in  the  deserted  rebel  camp  in  front 
of  Mrs.  Butler's  house.  The  regimental  commander  will  report  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel liicbardson,  Seventh  Wisconsin. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Crawford. 

J.  HAERISON  LAMBDIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  30, 1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Vity  Point: 
Everything  is  quiet  on  my  front,  but  there  is  sharp  firing  on  my  left, 
either  from  the  force  beyond  Hatcher's  Eun  or  from  General  Ord's  line. 
I  will  report  on  getting  further  information. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  has  been  perfectly  quiet 
on  my  lines  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.    Sixteen  deserters  were 
received,  and  one  man  from  the  Tenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  deserted 
to  the  enemy. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-General, 

(Copy  to  Major-General  Parke.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Parke: 

Deserters  to  Humphreys  report  Heth's  and  Wilcox's  divisions  as 
moved  to  the  enemy's  right,  across  Hatcher's  Eun.  It  is  not  supposed 
the  whole  of  these  divisions  have  moved,  but  the  enemy  has  undoubt- 
edly weakened  himself  in  your  front.  If  this  information  should  be  con- 
firmed during  the  day,  you  will  be  required  to  attack  at  early  daylight 
to-morrow.  Tou  will,  therefore,  make  all  preliminary  arrangements 
with  that  object  in  view. 

GEO,  G.  MEADE. 
(Same  to  General  Wright.) 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Your  dispatch  of  1  p.  m.  received.  It  is  so  foggy  that  the  enemy's 
movements  cannot  be  distinctly  discovered  from  here,  but  there  is  noth- 
ing to  indicate  that  his  force  in  my  front  is  diminished,  except  by  Pick- 
ett's division.  A  good  lookout  will  be  kept  and  deserters  carefully 
examined  and  results  reported.  The  troops  will  be  prepared  for  prompt 
attack  at  daylight  and  ready  for  orders,  which  I  understand  you  will 
send  if  you  desire  the  attack  made. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—7.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Webb: 

Can  you  send  me  instructions  before  10  p.  m.  for  to-morrow?  I  shall 
need  all  the  time  between  that  and  daylight  for  getting  into  position, 
as  part  of  the  troops  have  quite  a  distance  to  march.  The  orders  will 
be  issued  at  that  hour,  if  I  do  not  hear  from  you  before.  Eeports  up 
to  dark  represent  no  change  in  my  front. 

H.  G.  WI11GHT» 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—8.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  send  you  your  orders  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable.   It  is  now  hoped  that  they  will  be  out  before  12  o'clock. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  30,  1865—8.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

The  order  to  attack  to  morrow  is  suspended.  Keep  a  vigilant  watch 
on  the  enemy  and  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  presenting  itself. 
Be  prepared  also  for  orders  to  assume  a  threatening  attitude,  and  also 
to  attack ;  for  this  purpose  have  your  reserves  so  massed  and  situated 
as  to  assist  in  either  the  defensive  or  offensive.    Acknowledge  receipt, 

GEO.  G,  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
(Same  to  General  Wright.) 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865—9.45  p.  m. 
General  Meade: 

Your  dispatch  of  8.40  this  p,  m.  and  that  of  General  Webb  of  8,15 
are  received,  and  orders  have  been  issued  in  accordance  with  the  former. 
As  I  liave  a  long  line  to  hold  it  should  be  borne  iu  mind  that  consid- 
erable time  is  necessary  for  assembling  the  troops,  and  I  would  there- 
fore ask  that  as  long  notice  as  practicable  of  any  intended  movement 
be  given  me.  I  would  also  state  that  there  is  only  one  position  on  my 
long  line  where  an  attack  can  be  made  with  a  reasonable  chance  of 
success,  and  must  have  sufQcient  time  to  assemble  my  troops  at  that 
point  before  attacking.  At  that  point  I  believe  we  can  go  through  the 
enemy's  line. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomao, 

March  30, 1865—10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright: 

Your  dispatch  of  9.45  received.  It  is  impossible  to  give  you  the  time 
you  seem  to  require  before  the  orders  for  attack  are  sent.  All  informa- 
tion tends  to  show  the  enemy  are  massing  all  available  troops  on  their 
right.  It  is  positively  known  that  one  brigade  (Scales')  has  left  your 
front,  and  reported  that  all  of  Wilcox's  division  has  been  withdrawn.  I 
think  sufBcient  is  known  to  warrant  the  belief  that  for  the  present  you 
are  secure  from  attack,  and  I  think  you  would  be  perfectly  secure  in 
leaving  your  lines  to  two  divisions,  as  you  did  on  the  25th,  and  mass- 
ing your  third  division  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  point  of  attack, 
where  it  will  be  ready  promptly  to  attack  and  will  also  be  on  hand  to 
meet  any  ofiensive  movement  of  the  enemy.  With  one  division  to 
attack  with  you  will  have  time  to  collect  other  troops  to  follow  up  any 
success  gained. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865—10.35  p.  m. 
General  Meade: 

Your  dispatch*  transmitting  that  of  General  Warren's  of  8.15  p.  m.  is 
just  received.  If  so  much  of  the  force  on  my  front  has  left,  would  it  not 
be  well  for  me  to  attack  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  according  to  the 
original  programme?  I  believe  I  can  go  through  the  enemy's  lines,  and 
then,  turning  to  our  left,  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  while  he  is  occupied 
by  the  attack  in  front  by  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps;  corresponding 
movement  should,  of  course,  be  made  by  the  Ninth  Corps  and  General 
Ord's  command  on  my  left.  My  division  and  brigade  commanders  fully 
understand  what  is  to  be  done,  and.  if  your  orders  can  reach  me  promptly, 
I  can  be  ready  to  start  the  assaulting  columns  at  early  daylight.  This 
is  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  movement.  We  must  get  the 
troops  in  jjosition  before  daylight;  if  we  do,  we  will  be  almost  sure  of 
success.  On  carrying  his  line  we  will  turn  to  the  left  and  sweep  down 
on  his  flank  while  the  other  corps  are  attacking  in  front. 

H.  G,  WRIGHT, 

Major-Qeneral. 


Headqxtarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865-11.07  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

Deserters  just  in  from  Scales'  brigade  know  nothing  of  any  movements 
of  that  brigade,  but  as  they  were  not  relieved  this  morning,  as  tliey 
expected,  and  from  the  accounts  they  give  of  their  different  regiments, 
it  seems  probable  that  the  statements  made  to  General  Warren  are 
true  and  that  a  part  of  the  brigade  may  have  been  withdrawn  from 
my  front  last  night.    General  Scales  is  said  to  be  absent  sick. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-Oeneral. 

*  See  indorsemeut  of  General  Meade,  of  9.20  p.  m.,  on  dispatch  Warren  to  Webb,  8.15 
p.  m.,  p.  305. 
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Headquaeteks  Sixth  Akmy  Corps, 

March  30,  1865 — 11.15  p.  m. 
General  Meade  : 

All  right.  Give  me  all  the  time  you  can.  The  command  is  held  in 
readiness  for  any  movement,  though  1  should  like  to  attack  with  the 
whole  corps,  massed,  if  possible,  to  insure  success. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major- General. 


Heabquaeters  Army  of  the  James, 

Humphreys'  Station,  March  30,  1865. 
General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
Have  you  any  reliable  information  of  changes  on  enemy's  front  last 
night  or  this  morning?  Six  deserters  (rebels)  from  my  front  last  even- 
ing. They  report  no  changes  when  they  left  the  line,  which  was  on 
the  28th.  Can  you  send  me  an  estimate  of  enemy's  strength  on  my 
front?    I  found  no  one  here  to  tell  me  a  word. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Commandinn 


Heabquaeters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  30.  1865—9.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

No  changes  have  been  discovered  on  my  front  other  than  those 
reported  to  you  last  night.  During  the  past  few  days  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  troops  on  the  greater  part  of  the  line.  Previous  to 
Saturday  two  divisions  of  Gordon's  corps,  together  with  Bushrod 
Johnson's  division  and  part  of  Heth's  division,  were  to  the  left  of  my 
line,  and  consequently  in  front  of  your  present  position.  General  Webb 
ought  to  be  able  to  give  you  the  latest  information. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-General. 


March  30,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Army  Corps: 
The  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  last  night  at  about  10 — our  line  in 
vicinity  of  Eort  Stedman — and  made  a  demonstration  along  oar  front. 
Signal-rockets  were  thrown  up  by  them,  and  a  general  cannonading 
ensued,  accompanied  by  heavy  musketry  on  both  sides.  The  main  line 
was  not  touched,  and  the  uicket  was  re-established. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
General  Webb: 

My  last  orders,  received  less  than  an  hour  ago,  are  to  be  ready  to 
attack  at  daylight  to-morrow.  Had  you  not  better  have  a  full  uuder- 
standing  with  General  Meade,  so  that  we  may  operate  together?    I 
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thiuk  so  decidedly.  I  am  authorized  to  attack  whenever  in  my  judg- 
ment the  enemy  has  so  weakened  his  line  in  my  front  as  to  render  the 
success  of  such  attack  probable,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  think  the 
enemy  less  strong  there  now  than  heretofore.  If  your  right  advances 
I  will  attack  also,  but  shall  probably  fail  if  the  enemy  contests  strongly. 
The  whole  of  his  works  at  that  point  are  plainly  seen  from  my  line. 
Please  keep  me  advised  of  any  movement  on  your  part  and  I  will  do 
the  same. 

H,  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Mabch  30,  1865—3.10  p.  m. 
General  Wright: 

A  dispatch  received  from  you  in  regard  to  orders  for  an  attack  to- 
morrow morning,  I  do  not  understand.  Did  you  not  mean  to  send  to 
General  Ord? 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Obd's  Headquarters, 
Humphreys^  Station,  March  30, 1865 — 2  p.  m. 

General  Wright: 

I  am  about  to  move  my  left  forward  and  to  the  north,  and  may  move 
the  whole  line  to  attack,  if  the  left  is  successful.  Will  you  make  an 
advance  in  concert?    Please  answer. 

E.  O.  C.  OKD, 

Major-  General. 
(Same  to  General  Parke.) 


Headquarters, 
March  30,  1865—6,45  p.  m. 
General  Wright: 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
I  have  advanced  my  line  so  as  to  run  about  northeast  and  southwest 
from  little  north  of  Thorn's  house,  to  cross  Hatcher's  about  the  Crow 
house.    Army  of  the  Potomac  connects  with  me  and  runs  nearly  west, 
including  Boydton  plank  road,  a  little  south  of  Burgess'  Mill. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
The  order  to  attack  at  daylight  to-morrow  is  suspended  by  direction 
of  Major-General  Meade,  but  a  vigilant  watch  will  be  kept  upon  the 
enemy  and  advantage  taken  of  any  opportunity  presenting  itself. 
Orders  may  be  received  to  assume  a  threatening  attitude,  and  troops 
not  actually  on  the  line  must  be  held  ready  for  offensive  or  defensive 
operations. 
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The  usual  precautions  must  be  taken  of  having  the  troops  under  arms 
at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow  and  the  picket-line  supported. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hbadquaktebs  Ninth  Abmy  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—1.05  a.  m. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Ailjuta/nt-Q-eneral,  City  Point: 

The  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  on  line  in  vicinity  of  Stedman,  and 
made  demonstrations  on  other  portions  of  the  line.  Signal-rockets 
were  thrown  up  by  enemy,  and  general  cannonading  ensued,  accom- 
panied with  heavy  musketry  on  both  sides.  The  main  line  was  not 
touched,  and  the  picket-line  re-estabUshed.  The  casualties  not  yet 
reported.    Major  of  the  Eighteenth  New  Hampshire  killed. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

Two  deserters  from  the  Twelfth  Alabama  came  in  on  General  Pot- 
ter's front.  They  know  of  no  movement  or  change  in  their  line.  Had 
a  camp  rumor  of  an  attack  upon  us.  As  far  as  can  be  observed  this 
a.  m.  no  change  is  discovered  in  the  enemy's  lines. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
March  30, 1865 — 6.35  p.  m.    (Eeceived  7.50  p.  m.) 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  just  returned  and  find  your  dispatch.    I  have  no  news  what- 
ever from  the  left.    Colonel  Loriug  informed  you  of  the  heavy  cannon- 
ading in  the  distance,  probably  in  front  of  General  Ord.    There  is  now 
light  cannonading  in  the  same  direction. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—9.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  on  a  portion  of  the  line  from  Morton 
to  Stedman.  Much  musketry  and  heavy  cannonading  ensued.  The 
picket-line  was  again  established,  and  about  2  a.  m.  everything  quieted 
down.  No  change  is  observed  in  the  enemy's  lines  this  a.  m.  Deserters 
from  the  Twelfth  Alabama  and  Louisiana  regiments  came  in  during 
the  night.  Knew  of  no  change  in  movements  of  their  troops;  had  a 
camp  rumor  of  an  attack  upon  us. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—2.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac:  : 
Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  report  to  Heth's  and  Wilcox's  divis- 
ions received  1.30  p.  m.  I  will  at  once  make  preliminary  arrangements. 
We  have  as  yet  no  evidence  indicating  any  movement  or  change  in  our 
immediate  front.  I  will  telegraph  you  more  fully  as  soon  as  I  meet  the 
division  commanders.  The  signal  people  report  the  same  amount  of 
canvas  visible. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865-— 7.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Since  the  storm  we  have  had  a  fine  opportunity  to  observe  the  enemy's 
lines.  I  have  just  returned  from  our  lines.  Could  discover  no  changes. 
The  usual  number  of  men  were  to  be  seen  on  the  picket  and  main  lines, 
and  there  seems  to  have  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  tents  visible. 
General  Potter  reports  that  he  is  satisfied  there  is  no  change  in  the 
enemy's  line  on  his  front,  and  that  his  force  has  not  been  reduced.  A 
deserter  from  the  Sixth  Alabama,  Grimes'  division,  came  into  our  lines 
about  1  p.  m.  He  says  he  came  from  the  main  line,  heard  of  no  move- 
ment of  troops  excepting  some  artillerymen,  who  were  relieved  by  men 
from  a  Virginia  battalion.  The  artillerymen  were  sent  to  their  right; 
the  guns  were  left  in  position.  His  positive  information,  however,  is 
confined  to  his  own  division. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
March  30, 1865—9.20  p.  m.    (Received  11  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  G.  Meade,  ^ 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Your  dispatch  of  8.40  is  received.* 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Captain  DAVIS, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
Owing  to  the  weather  the  statipns  in  this  front  have  not  been  able  to 
report  observations  beyond  the  enemy's  main  line.    No  changes  are 
reported  nor  indications  of  movement  of  the  troops  in  this  front.    All 
quiet. 

J.  C.  PAINE, 

Major,  &c. 

*  See  p.  312.  ~      ~~~  ~~ 
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Headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  I860. 
Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  Ltdig, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  N^inth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  night  about  10.30 
o'clock  the  enemy  threw  up  signal-rockets  and  opened  a  heavy  fire 
along  my  whole  front.  The  artillery  fire  in  front  of  the  First  Brigade 
was  concentrated  on  Fort  Morton,  that  in  front  of  the  Third  Brigade 
on  Fort  Stedman,  while  the  Chesterfield  and  Goose-neck  batteries 
enfiladed  the  Second  Brigade.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy  poured 
on  us  with  infantry  from  his  main  works.  They  also  advanced  a  line 
as  far  as  the  skirmish  pits  on  front  of  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
near  the  Norfolk  railroad  bridge.  The  pickets  fought  them  their  best, 
but  were  temporarily  driven  in  at  this  point.  The  enemy's  farther 
advance  was  checked  by  the  fire  Irom  our  main  works.  At  11  the 
enemy's  artillery  ceased  for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  apprehended  au 
assault,  but  our  fire  kejjt  up  vigorously,  both  artillery  and  musketry, 
no  part  of  the  line  being  driven  out  or  silenced  by  this  the  heaviest 
fire  of  all  arms  combined  I  have  ever  known  from  the  enemy  ou  this 
line.  Great  credit  is  due  the  troops  for  their  steadiness.  The  casual- 
ties are  51;  viz,  9  killed,  40  wounded,  2  missing.  Among  the  killed  is 
the  major  of  the  Eighteenth  New  Hampshire,  and  among  the  wounded 
is  the  lieutenant-colonel,  J.  M.  Clough,  of  the  same  regiment.  The 
attack  was  kept  up  till  12.30  a.  m.,  when  it  fell  off  into  desultory  mus- 
ketry, and  so  continued  till  morning. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865—2  a.  to. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  B.  Potter: 

General  Willcox  has  just  telegraphed  me  that  the  attack  may  bfe 
considered  as  fairly  repulsed.  He  has  ordered  Kobinson  to  re-establish 
his  picket-line. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  B.  Potter: 

Will  you  please  meet  me  at  General  Hartranft's  headquarters  at  2.30. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  General  O.  B.  Willcox.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 
Humphreys'  Station,  March  30, 1865 — 10.15  a.  to. 
General  U.  S.  Grant: 

I  placed  old  soldiers  ou  picket  last  night.     One  of  them  is  reported 
this  a.  m.  as  having  deserted.     No  changes  discoverable  since  the 
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movement  reported  yesterday  afternoon  from  General  Wright's  front 
of  a  division  of  infantry  and  some  cavalry  along  enemy's  line  toward 
their  right.  Six  deserters  in  last  night;  left  the  lines  on  29th;  no 
changes  then. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-Oerieral. 


Gravelly  Exjn,  March  30, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

General  Turner  is  now  near  the  Crow  house,  and  is  relieved  and 
directed  to  join  j'ou.  He  will  probably  be  able  to  cross  Hatcher's  Eun 
at  Armstrong's  Mill.    If  so,  it  will  enable  you  to  push  your  line  up. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

March  30, 1865—1.45  p.  m. 
General  Turner, 

Commanding  Division  : 
General  :  The  within  is  sent  for  your  information  and  guidance. 
Let  me  know  whether  you  are  able  to  pass  Hatcher's  Eun  at  Arm- 
strong's Mill.    Foster's  left  will  advance  at  once  and  connect  with  you 
if  you  cross. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHF  GIBBON, 
Major- General  of  Yolunteers,  Commanding. 


Humphreys'  Station,  March  30, 1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Gravelly  Bun : 
Your  dispatch  informing  me  of  General  Humphreys'  move  to  Crow 
house  is  just  received.  It  is  the  first  notice  I  have  had  of  any  move  not 
in  my  command.  I  have  ordered  a  brigade  to  swing  round  from  my 
left  and  try  to  get  up  as  far  as  Armstrong's,  the  picket-line  moving 
forward  to  cover  it  and  feel  enemy.  I  should  like  to  know  more  defi- 
nitely what  force  is  on  my  left,  and  if  the  Crow  house  is  the  one  laid 
down  on  the  map  at  one-quarter  of  a  mile  from  Hatcher's  Eun,  about 
one  mile  and  a  half  up  the  run  from  my  left.  The  brigade  will  not  get 
forward  for  some  time,  as  the  ground  is  marshy,  wooded,  and  unknown, 
and  will  have  to  be  reconnoitered. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  30, 1865 — 1.U0  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord  : 

Send  an  officer  to  Turner  to  see  if  he  cannot  cross  Hatcher's  Eun  at 
the  Crow  house,  and  if  so  let  him  cross  there  and  push  out  and  estab- 
lish yourself  as  high  up  the  run  as  you  can  and  intrench.  You  can  start 
your  new  line  from  such  point  of  your  present  line  as  you  deem  best. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

JAeiitenant-  General. 
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Headquaktees, 
Humphreys',  March  30,  I860. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S,  Grant: 

I  have  advanced  my  line  on  the  left,  north  of  E.  Armstrong's  house, 
to  Crow  house,  making  it  nearly  straight  to  little  north  of  Thorn's. 
We  did  not  get  very  near  to  enemy's  works;  encounter  too  much  resist- 
ance; return  of  casualties  not  in.  I  am  intrenching  on  the  new  line. 
I  connect  with  Second  Corps. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  30, 1865 — 7.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys'  Station : 
It  is  reported  by  deserters  that  Wilcox's,  Heth's,  and  Pickett's  divis- 
ions are  here.  I  do  not  believe  that  all  of  them  are,  but  deserters  have 
been  received  from  one  brigade  of  each  of  two  of  these  divisions.  In 
case  this  information  proves  true,  or  even  if  it  is  found  that  the  enemy 
have  considerably  weakened  north  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  Parke  and  Wright 
will  be  ordered  to  assault.  They  have  been  ordered  to  prepare  accord- 
ingly. If  they  do  assault  I  want  you  to  go  in  at  the  same  time.  Make 
your  preparations  for  receiving  such  an  order.  Where  does  your  left 
strike  Hatcher's  Eun  now? 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Oed's  Headquarters, 

March  30, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant: 

Your  dispatch  notifying  me  to  prepare  to  assault  is  received.    What 
time  is  it  to  take  place  1 

B.  O.  C.  OED, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  30, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys'  Station  : 
The  attack  on  your  front  will  not  be  made  to-morrow  morning.    Keep 
up  your  preparations  so  that  if  the  enemy  withdraw  from  your  front 
you  can  push  forward  in  the  absence  of  orders. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

March  30, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

A  lieutenant  of  rebel  army  left  their  lines  to-night;  belongs  to  Jo. 
Davis'  brigade,  Heth's  division.  Says  that  two  brigades  of  the  division 
are  still  on  this  front,  and  that  only  two  brigades  have  crossed  to  the 
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south  of  Hatcher's  Eun ;  that  a  portion  of  Pickett's  division  went  up 
toward  Lynchburg,  but  don't  know  if  it  remained  there.  Says  the  rebel 
rifle-pits  are  fifteen  yards  apart  and  five  men  in  each;  that  the  men  go 
on  once  every  three  or  four  days.  This  would  give  a  line  of  one  man  to 
the  yard.  General  Michie  coiToborates  the  report  as  to  distance  and 
contents  of  their  rifle-pits. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  sent  by  Grant  to  Meade,  1  a.  m.  31st.) 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

March  30,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Dispatch  received  deferring  attack  and  to  keep  up  preparations. 
Will  do  so. 

B.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  30,  1865 — 10.58  j>.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

If  you  have  not  already  got  it,  have  a  road  made  across  Hatcher's 
Eun  at  your  left  near  the  Crow  house,  so  that  troops  can  be  moved 
rapidly  from  your  position  to  this  side  of  the  run.  Also  spread  your 
troops  out  so  as  to  have  one  division  in  reserve. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 

I  notified  you  some  hours  ago  that  the  order  for  assault  iu  the  morn- 
ing had  been  suspended. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  30, 1865—11  p.  m.' 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys^  Station: 
Do  you  know  where  Mackenzie's  cavalry  is  to-night? 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  30, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys^  Station: 
General  Wright  reports  that  he  thinks  he  can  assault  at  daylight  in 
the  morning  with  a  good  prospect  of  success.  I  had  suspended  the 
order,  but  authorized  General  Meade  to  direct  him  to  make  the  prelim- 
inary preparations.  Are  your  men  so  arranged  as  to  enable  you  to 
assault  at  the  same  time?  It  will  require  the  massing  of  your  troops 
at  point  where  you  intend  attacking.  Answer,  and  I  will  give  definite 
orders. 

U.  S.  GEAJifT, 
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Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquakteks  Ninth  Aemy  Corps, 

March  30, 1865—8.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  Ord: 

Yours  of  2  [o'clock]  just  received.  I  liave  just  received  orders,  in 
conjunction  with  General  Wright,  from  Major-General  Meade  to  make 
preliminary  arrangements  for  an  attack  at  early  daylight  to-morrovy 
morning.  These  arrangements  I  am  now  about  preparing.  Under 
these  orders  from  General  Meade  and  with  the  reports  made  me  I  do 
not  see  how  1  can  advance  at  present.  I  will  forward  your  dispatch  to 
General  Wright  with  this  reply. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865 — 5.15  a.  m. 

Major-General  Gibbon, 

Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Corps: 
A  division  of  Ord's  army  is  to  support  my  right,  and  a  staff  ofl&cer 
was  to  report  to  me  at  5  a.  m.  to  learn  where  the  division  should  be 
posted.  He  is  not  here.  My  headquarters  are  on  the  Vaughan  road 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  from  Gravelly  Eun.  I  suppose  the  division 
comes  from  your  corps.  It  should  first  be  posted,  with  its  left  at  Dab- 
uey's  Mill,  where  my  right  is,  and  its  right  near  Hatcher's  Run,  at  or 
above  Armstrong's  Mill.  It  should  advance  with  my  line  at  6  o'clock 
to  J.  Crow's,  where  my  right  will  be.  The  division  should  extend  to 
Hatcher's  Run  and  down  that  stream,  having,  the  right  refused  and 
strongly  supported.  The  general  direction  of  its  line  of  battle  should 
be  about  east  and  west.  Hays'  division,  on  my  right,  and  the  division 
of  your  corps  should  mutually  support  each  other.  My  line  is  intended 
to  extend  from  J.  Crow's  across  to  the  Boydton  road,  about  the  site  of 
Arnold's  Mill. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Telegraph  Operator: 
Please  let  me  have  a  copy  of  this  as  soon  as  it  is  sent. 

A.  A.  H. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

March  30, 1865. 
Maj.  John  Cooley, 

Commanding  Sharpshooters  : 
Major  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  remain  in  your 
present  position  during  the  night,  but  start  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow 
morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Turner, 

Commanding  Division: 
General  :  Please  let  me  know  at  once  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
your  front  and  whether  there  is  any  point  on  the  enemy's  line  where 
you  think  a  successful  assault  can  be  made  in  the  morning. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Richmond,  Va.,  Tllarch  30, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner, 

Commanding  Independent  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Corps : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  if  you  have  not  already  got  it  you  will  have  a  bridge  made  across 
Hatcher's  Run  at  your  left,  near  the  Crow  house,  so  that  troops  can  be 
moved  rapidly  to  the  other  side  of  the  run  from  your  position.  This 
must  be  done  to  night,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

J.  H.  POTTER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

March  30, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 

General  :  General  Merritt  is  moving  out  this  morning  on  the  road 
leading  from  Dinwiddle  Court-House  to  the  Five  Forks.  He  will  not 
go  as  far  west  as  the  Five  Forks,  but  will,  if  there  is  no  opposition,  take 
the  right-hand  road  at  J.  Boisseau's  and  get  onto  the  White  Oak  road. 
General  W.  H.  P.  Lee's  division  was  still  at  Stony  Creek  last  night.  Our 
trains  did  not  get  up  last  night.  The  road  at  the  crossing  of  the  swamps 
was  very  bad. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Dinwiddie,  March  30, 1865 — 2.45  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General  :  General  Merritt  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  with  one  divis- 
ion of  cavalry  at  J.  Boisseau's,  on  the  Ford  Church  road,  and  drove  them 
right  and  left  on  the  right  and  left  forks  of  the  road,  and  now  has  pos- 
session of  the  White  Oak  road  at  Five  Forks,  riso  where,  the  right- 
hand  road  intersects  the  White  Oak  road.  Our  less  was  slight,  15  or 
20  wounded. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Dinwiddle  Gourt-House,  March  30,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General  :  The  enemy  has  moved  out  infantry  on  the  White  Oak 
road.  Pickett's  division  drove  back  a  small  cavalry  force  which  was 
at  the  Five  Forks  cross-roads.  A  prisoner  from  Pickett's  division 
leports  a  concentration  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  there.  We  have  cap- 
tured forty  or  fifty  prisoners.  I  will  be  able  to  give  you  more  detailed 
accounts  this  evening.  Pickett's  division  came  up  from  Burkeville. 
Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Forward  to  the  President,  at  City  Point,  and  General  Meade. 

U.  S.  G. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Dinwiddie  CourtHouse,  March  30, 1865 — 7jp.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General  :  Pickett's  division  is  deployed  along  the  White  Oak  road, 
its  right  at  Five  Forks,  and  extending  toward  Petersburg.  After  the 
small  force  at  Five  Forks  was  driven  back  no  attempt  was  made  to  fol- 
low up,  and  the  enemy  did  not  appear  to  be  in  strong  force.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  Pickett's  division  is  on  the  White  Oak  road,  his 
right  extending  as  far  as  Five  Forks.  Prisoners  report  the  enemy's 
cavalry  concentrated  at  Five  Forks.  I  have,  however,  no  positive 
information  of  this.  General  Merritt's  pickets  nearly  up  to  the  White 
Oak,  and  is  encamped  at  J.  Boisseau's  house. 
Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

General  Meade: 

The  above  dispatch  just  received.  Warren  will  not,  from  this  dis- 
patch, have  the  cavalry  support  on  his  left  flank  that  I  expected.  This 
information  had  better  be  sent  to  him,  with  instructions  to  watch  closely 
on  his  left  flank. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

Your  positions  on  the  White  Oak  road  are  so  important  that  they 
should  be  held  even  if  it  prevents  sending  back  any  of  your  cavalry  to 
Humphreys'  Station  to  be  fed.  The  fifty  wagon-loads  of  forage  ordered 
will  be  increased  if  you  think  it  necessary.  Let  the  officer  who  goes 
back  to  conduct  it  to  your  cavalry  call  on  General  Ingalls  at  my  head- 
quarters. 

D.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

P.  S. — Can  you  not  push  up  toward  Burgess'  Mills  on  the  White 
Oak  road'? 
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Gravelly  Eun,  March  30, 1865. 
Major  General  Sheridan: 

The  heavy  raiu  of  to  day  will  make  it  impossible  for  us  to  do  much 
until  it  dries  up  a  little  or  we  get  roads  around  our  rear  repaired.  You 
may  therefore  leave  what  cavalry  you  deem  necessary  to  protect  the 
left  and  hold  such  positions  as  you  deem  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
and  send  the  remainder  back  to  Humphreys'  Station,  where  they  can 
get  hay  and  grain.  Fifty  wagons  loaded  with  forage  will  be  sent  to 
you  in  the  morning.  Send  an  officer  back  to  direct  the  wagons  back 
to  where  you  want  them,  lieport  to  me  the  cavalry  you  will  leave 
back  and  the  positions  you  will  occupy.  Could  not  yonr  cavalry  go 
back  by  the  way  of  Stony  Creek  Depot  and  destroy  or  capture  the 
store  of  supplies  there? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Gen  era  I. 


Gravelly  Kun,  March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

From  the  information  I  have  previously  sent  you  of  Warren's  posi- 
tion you  will  see  that  he  is  in  danger  of  being  attacked  on  his  left  flank 
in  the  morning.    If  such  occurs,  be  prepared  to  push  up  with  all  your 
force  to  his  assistance.    Do  not  send  any  of  your  cavalry  to  Hum 
phreys'  Station  to-morrow. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  30, 1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan: 

If  yonr  situation  in  the  morning  is  such  as  to  justify  the  belief  that 
you  can  turn  the  enemy's  right  with  the  assistance  of  a  corps  of  infan- 
try, entirely  detached  from  the  balance  of  the  army,  I  will  so  detach  the 
Fifth  Corps,  and  place  the  whole  under  your  command  for  the  opera- 
tion. Let  me  know  as  early  in  the  morning  as  you  can  your  judgment 
in  the  matter,  and  I  will  make  the  necessary  orders.  Orders  have  been 
given  Ord,  Wright,  and  Parke  to  be  ready  to  assault  at  daylight  to-mor- 
row morning.  They  will  not  make  the  assault,  however,  without  further 
directions.  The  giving  of  this  order  will  depend  upon  receiving  confir- 
mation of  the  withdrawal  of  a  part  of  the  enemy's  forces  on  their  front. 
If  this  attempt  is  made  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  be  detaching  troops 
iit  such  a  distance  from  the  field  of  operations.  If  the  assault  is  not 
ordered  in  the  morning,  then  it  can  be  directed  at  such  time  as  to  come 
in  co-operation  with  you  on  the  left.  Pickett's  entire  division  cannot  be 
in  front  of  your  cavalry.  Deserters  from  Steuart's  brigade,  of  that  divis- 
ion, came  into  Humphreys'  front  this  afternoon. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Commanding : 

General  :  I  have  reached  the  forks  at  Brooks'.    No  enemy.    I  have 
sent  to  the  forks  at  Boisseau's,  and  from  there  have  ordered  the  recon- 
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naissance  to  Five  Forks  and  White  Oak  road.  There  has  been  no 
enemy  here,  save  cavalry  (a  few)  yesterday,  and  they  came  from  toward 
Dinwiddie.  The  Boydton  plank  road  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
here — Brooks'.  I  have  sent  out  on  it.  I  will  report  as  soon  as  I  hear 
anything.  A  few  trees  were  felled  on  the  road.  There  were  no  impedi- 
ments to  the  march. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEREITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquartees  Cavaley,  Middle  Militaey  Division, 

March  30, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Foesyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Gbneeal  :  The  reconnaissance  on  the  Five  Forks  road  reports  meet- 
ing about  two  squadrons  of  enemy  at  a  point  about  two  miles  from  J. 
Boisseau's  forks  of  the  road.  A  reconnaissance  which  went  from 
Brooks'  forks  of  the  road,  on  road  toward  infantry  left,  met  the  enemy 
two  miles  out.  This  party  moved  out  to  a  point  about  a  mile  away  from 
forks  above  mentioned,  and  turning  to  the  left  proceeded  a  mile  farther 
and  struck  the  enemy.  The  force  on  road  toward  White  Oak  road  from 
Boisseau's  found  the  enemy  a  mile  out  on  that  road,  all  cavalry.  Tlie 
enemy  seen  occupying  all  roads  in  that  direction,  in  a  line  covering 
White  Oak  road  and  Five  Forks.  The  enemy  are  in  considerable  force. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Maech  30,  1865— i5.50  [p.]  m. 
Brigadier-General  Foesyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Geneeax.  :  I  think  there  is  a  brigade  at  Five  Forks.    As  soon  as  I 
develop  force  on  the  flanks,  I  will  try  to  get  Five  Forks.    I  have  ordered 
General  Custer  up  as  soon  as  he  reaches  Dinwiddie. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  30, 1865. 
Maior-General  Weitzel: 

Have  no  definite  information  of  the  affair  on  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
last  night.  The  enemy  opened  upon  us,  and  scared  a  portion  of  our 
picket-line.  This  was  recovered,  and  the  firing  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry became  general.  Our  loss  is  reported  at  9  killed  and  about  40 
wounded.  Enemy's  loss  unknown.  Both  sides  appear  to  have  been 
somewhat  stampeded. 

T.  S.  BOWERS. 
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March  30, 1865.     (Received  12.45  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

A  reconnaissance  on  my  left  this  morning,  where  it  was  reported  the 
enemy  had  withdrawn  forces,  developed  no  change.  No  changeobserved 
or  reported  anywhere  else  in  my  front. 

G.  WBITZEL, 

Major- General. 


City  Point,  March  30,  1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

Warren  and  Humphreys  have  pushed  forward  until  the  enemy  now 
occupy  the  same  position  about  Burgess'  Mill  that  they  did  when  Han- 
cock had  his  battle  last  fall.  There  has  been  some  pretty  sharp  fight- 
ing, but  I  have  no  details  further  than  that  the  enemy  were  pushed 
back.  Sheridan  has  driven  the  cavalry,  and  now  holds  the  Five  Fork 
roads.  The  mud  is  deep.  In  the  affair  of  yesterday  our  men  did  hand- 
somely. Johnson's  division  attacked  GrifBn,  and  were  promptly 
repulsed.  We  lost  forty-two  killed  and  several  hundred  wounded.  We 
buried  twenty-five  of  enemy.  The  army  is  in  fine  spirits  over  the 
result. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

The  President  directs  to  ask  you  to  furnish  him  any  news  or  informa- 
tion you  may  have. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  30,  1865. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point : 
Please  tell  tlie  President  that  hearing  that  some  of  the  enemy  had 
gone  away  in  front  of  my  left,  a  reconnaissance  was  sent  out  this  morn- 
ing. It  developed  no  change  in  the  enemy's  line.  I  have  had  a  con- 
stant succession  of  deserters  all  last  night  and  this  morning.  They  all 
report  no  change  on  ray  front  and  no  knowledge  of  our  movements 
from  this  front.  I  will  inform  him  of  any  change  as  soon  as  it  occurs. 
I  just  sent  to-day's  Richmond  papers  to  you.    No  news. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 


March  30,  1865. 


Colonel  Bowers: 

Please  tell  the  President  that  only  the  regular  trains  ran  between 
Petersburg  and  Richmond  to-day. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- General. 


328  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVIII. 

March  30,  1865—10  p.  m. 
Gol.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point : 
Please  tell  the  President  I  have  seen  some  deserters  tonight.    The 
enemy  does  not  yet  seem  to  comprehend  the  movement.    No  change. 

G,  WEITZEL, 

Major- General. 


March  .30, 18G5.     (Via  City  Point.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  XT.  S.  Grant: 

Signal  officers  report  that  only  the  regular  trains  ran  to-day  between 
Eichmoud  and  Petersburg. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-Oeneral. 


March  30, 18G5— 10  p.  m.    (Via  City  Point.) 
Liont.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

Up  to  this  hour  the  enemy  on  my  front  does  not  seem  to  have  com 
prehended  your  movement.  Deserter  just  in.  No  change.  All  seem 
to  think  it  a  raid  of  Sheridan  on  South  Side  road. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- General. 


Hkadcjxtabters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  18G5. 
General  DevenS: 
Is  there  anything  new  on  your  front  this  morning? 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fottrth  Army  Corps, 

March  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

Nothing  whatever.    One  deserter  to  the  enemy  from  the  Fifth  Mary- 
land last  night. 


CHAS.  DEVENS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dismoxtnted  Detachments  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  City  I'oint,  Va.,  March  30,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  Clapp, 

Asuintant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain  :  Will  you  please  inform  me  whether,  in  case  I  were  to  draw 
the  horses  and  mount  280  men,  you  would  have  any  use  for  them.  I 
can  draw  the  horses  and  mount  the  men,  but  unless  the  men  can  be  of 
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service  to  and  used  by  you,  I  would  prefer  not  drawing  the  horses,  as 
there  is  no  convenient  place  here  to  keep  them.  Please  inform  mc  at 
your  earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  DAELIFG, 
Major  Seventh  Michigaii  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

I  will  draw  twenty-five  horses,  and  mount  the  men  immediately,  to 
supply  the  detail  called  for  by  you  this  morning,  and  more  if  they  can 
be  used.  Colonel  Anderson  is  unable  to  assume  the  command  of  the 
corps,  owing  to  sickness,  and  I,  being  senior  officer,  still  have  command 
of  the  camp. 


roKTSMOUTH,  March  30,  186/j. 
Colonel  Lewis, 

Third  Xew  York  Cavalry,  Suffolk,  Va. : 
Pursuant  to  instructions  from  district  headquarters,  you  will  make 
immediate  preparations  to  march  with  your  available  force  at  daylight 
on  Saturday,  the  1st  of  April,  for  an  absence  of  ten  days.  Written 
orders  will  be  sent.  During  your  absence  Suffolk  will  be  held  bv  your 
dismounted  men. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Graham : 

E.  DALE  BENSON, 
Lieutenant  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 


Harpek's  Ferry,  March  30,  1805. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
1  would  respectfully  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general  com- 
manding, that  the  Shenandoah  between  Keyes'  Ford  and  Evett's  Creek 
is  a  series  of  fords,  and  will  require  not  less  than  GOO  men  (infantry)  to 
picket  it  securely.  To  furnish  this  force  I  shall  be  without  adequate 
force  to  do  the  absolutely  necessary  duty  of  the  post. 
EespectfuUy, 

JOHN  ]).  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEAij(,>uA]iTEUS  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  30,  1805. 
General  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Harper^s  Ferry  : 
Yon  will  be  required  to  picket  the  river  to  Cat-tail  Eun,  where  Gen- 
eral Brooke  will  meet  you.  TJie  general  desires  you  to  send  him  by 
next  train  an  official  copy  of  this  telegram  for  his  guidance.  The 
principal  crossing  places  are  to  be  picketed  with  vigilance  and  frequent 
patrols  between  the  main  posts.  With  these  general  directions  Gen- 
eral Brooke  will  establish  such  a  system  of  guards  at  the  river  as  he 
may  see  proper,  reporting  his  arrangement  to  these  headquarters. 
Colonel  Bird  will  picket  the  main  fords  as  low  down  as  the  next  prac- 
ticable ford  above  Eock  Ford,  and  patrol  between  his  picket-posts. 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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Headquakters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  30,  1865. 
General  Stevenson: 

Please  send  by  telegi-aph  a  description  of  the  fords  between  Harper's 
Ferry  and  Evett's  Creek. 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General, 


Harper's  Ferry,  March  30, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  can  give  yoa  no  accarate  information  of  tlie  fords.  During  the  past 
summer  I  had  the  Shenandoah  picketed  at  Keyes'  Ford  and  Kable- 
town.  My  officers  reported  to  me  frequently  that  cavalry  could  and  did 
cross  the  river  at  various  points  in  between  the  main  fords;  that  the 
river  could  be  crossed  by  parties  knowing  the  river  at  a  dozen  different 
points  between  this  post  and  Kabletown.  The  only  fords  that  I  know 
of  are  Keyes'  Ford  and  Upper  and  Lower,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
apart,  with  shallow  water  between,  and  ford  at  Hopewell.  The  dis- 
tance along  the  river  I  shall  have  to  picket  is  about  four  miles,  and  will 
make  my  most  distant  picket  from  this  post  about  seven  miles. 
Eespectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  March  30,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester,  Va. : 

The  railroad  train  was  captured  at  7  o'clock  this  evening,  about  three 
miles  east  of  Patterson's  Eun,  by  a  gang  of  rebels.  I  have  sent  troops  to 
that  point.  I  have  also  sent  out  cavalry  from  New  Creek  to  try  to  inter- 
cept the  party.    Will  give  you  particulars  as  soon  as  possible. 

S.  S.  CAEEOLL, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  March  30,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester : 
I  am  just  in  receipt  of  the  following  details  of  the  capture  of  the  train 
from  the  post  commandant  at  Green  Spring  Eun :  The  rebels,  numbering 
about  thirty  or  forty,  made  a  dash  on  the  mail  train  three  miles  west  of 
Green  Spring  Eun  and  robbed  the  passengers.  I  have  sent  a  cavalry 
force  from  New  Creek  on  Eomney  road  and  also  a  force  from  Green 
Spring  Eun  to  intercept  them  if  possible.  Every  eftbrt  will  be  made  to 
capture  the  party. 

S.  S.  CAEEOLL, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

The  train  was  fired,  but  put  out;  no  one  hurt. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  30, 1865. 
General  S.  S.  Carroll  : 

You  can  have  all  the  troops  of  First  Corps.  There  are  two  regi- 
ments in  the  field  at  Beri'yville,  one  to  leave  Washington  this  week, 
nnd  a  fourth  to  leave  next  week.  There  will  be  in  all  six  regiments, 
say,  or  about  4,500  men,  or  two  brigades.  Owing  to  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  command  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  other  troops  can 
be  permanently  associated  with  them,  but  they  are  a  strong  body  by 
themselves.  Tou  will  have  a  division,  whether  any  one  else  does  or 
not,  and  by  taking  this  command  you  will  always  be  near  him,  where 
he  can  see  to  it.  If  you  think  proper  to  come  down  and  take  command 
of  the  troops  as  they  are  raised  General  Emory  will  be  sent  up  to  Cum- 
berland. I  think  if  you  are  well  enough  it  is  for  your  interest  to  take 
the  command,  as  it  is  in  itself  a  mark  of  distinction,  and  there  may  be 
more  raised  than  now  appears  probable. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Cumberland,  March  30, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  no  further  news  of  the  rebel  gang  in  Hampshire.    It  is  a  small 
portion  (some  thirty  or  forty  men)  of  Mosby's  and  Eosser's  commands 
engaged  in  conscripting,  &c.    A  Captain  McLean  is  in  command.    I 
have  scouts  out  from  New  Creek.    Will  advise  you  of  their  return. 

S.  S.  CAREOLL, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Harper's  Ferry.  March  30, 1865. 

General  Seward, 

Martinsburg  : 
General  Carroll  reports  Rosser  with  his  command  in  Hampshire 
County.    You  had  better  send  scout  in  direction  of  Romney,  through 
Back  Creek  Valley,  and  notify  your  command  west  of  Martinsburg  to 
be  on  lookout. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  31, 1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

John  F.  Potter, 

Z7.  8.  Consul- General,  Montreal: 
If  Canadian  Government  detains  Saint  Albans  raiders  on  their  own 
charges,  let  proceedings  on  behalf  of  this  Government  be  suspended. 
If  not,  then  proceed  under  requisitions  for  surrender. 

WM.  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  31,  1865 — 9.30  a.  m. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  : 

I  hope  you  will  stay  to  see  it  out,  or  for  a  few  days  at  least.  I  have 
strong  faith  that  your  presence  will  have  great  influence  in  inducing 
exertions  that  will  bring  Eichmond ;  compared  to  that  no  other  duty 
can  weigh  a  feather.  There  is,  in  fact,  nothing  to  be  done  here  but 
]»etty  private  ends  that  you  should  not  be  annoyed  with.  A  pause  by 
the  army  now  would  do  harm ;  if  you  are  on  the  ground  there  will  be 
no  pause.    All  well  here. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  31,  1865—^.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  Kdwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
At  12.30  p.  m.  to-day  General  Grant  telegraphed  me  as  follows : 

Tlierc  has  been  miicli  hard  fighting  this  morning.  The  enemy  drove  our  left  from 
near  Dalmey's  house  back  well  toward  the  Boydton  plank  load.  "We  are  now  about 
to  take  the  oft'ensive  at  that  point,  and  I  hope  will  more  than  recover  the  lost  ground. 

Later  he  telegraphed  again  as  follows : 

Our  troops,  after  being  driven  back  on  the  Boydton  plank  road,  turned  and  drove 
the  enemy  in  turn  and  took  the  White  Oak  road,  which  we  now  have.  This  gives 
Tis  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy  this  morning.  I  will  send  you  a  rebel  flag 
captured  by  our  troops  in  driving  the  enemy  back.  There  have  been  four  flags  cap- 
tured to-day. 

Judging  by  the  two  points  from  which  General  Grant  telegraphs,  I 
infer  that  he  moved  his  headquarters  about  one  mile  since  he  sent  the 
first  of  the  two  dispatches. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  31,  186S — 13.50  p.  m. 
President  A.  Lincoln, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
There  has  been  much  hard  fighting  this  morning.  The  enemy  drove 
our  left  from  near  W.  Dabney's  house  back  well  toward  the  Boydton 
plank  road.  We  are  now  about  to  take  the  oflensive  at  that  i)oint,  and 
I  hope  will  more  than  recover  the  lost  ground.  The  heavy  rains  and 
horrid  road  have  prevented  the  execution  of  my  designs,  or  attempting 
them,  uji  to  this  time.  General  Ord  reports  the  capture  of  some  pris- 
oners this  morning,  but  does  not  say  how  many. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mills,  March  31,  1805. 
President  A.  Lincoln, 

City  Point: 
Sheridan  has  had  hard  fighting  to-day.    I  can  only  communicate  with 
him  by  courier.    At  dark  he  was  hotly  engaged  near  Dinwiddle.     I  am 
very  anxious  to  hear  the  result ;  will  let  you  know  when  I  do  hear. 
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All  else  is  apparently  favorable  at  this  time,  and  I  liope  tliat  will 
prove  80  also.  Infantry  has  been  sent  down  the  Boydtou  road  to  his 
assistance. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  March  31,  1865. 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  ^yar: 
Richmond  papers  of  to-day  received.    The  Sentinel  says : 

The  city  was  much  excited  yesterday  by  accounts  of  a  great  battle  on  Wednesday 
near  Petersburg.  The  truth  of  the  matter,  as  we  learned  yesterday  evening,  was 
that  there  was  indeed  a  grand  exhibition  of  fireworks,  but  no  battle  .and  scarcely 
any  one  hurt.  The  troops  holding  Gordon's  lino,  tating  advantage  of  the  darkness, 
were  strengthening  their  chevaux-de-frise  and  abatis  in  front  of  their  works.  The 
Yankees  opposite,  hearing  the  noise,  and  sux)posiug  Gordon  was  coming  after  them, 
again  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  which  was  replied  to  on  our  side.  The  two 
picket-lines  also  opened  a  noisy  musketry  fire,  which  was  kept  up  for  several  hours. 
A  very  few  men  were  wounded  ou  our  side.     The  enemy  probably  suffered  no  more. 

From  East  Tennessee : 

The  Lynchburg  Virginian  of  the  29th  says  that  the  enemy,  we  suppose  Stonera.an's 
cavalry,  have  flanked  Bristol,  leaving  it  to  the  left,  and  are  passing  by  way  of  Tay- 
lorsville  in  the  direction  of  Glade  Spring.  Taylorsville  is  in  Johnson  County,  Tenn., 
in  the  extreme  northeastern  corner  of  the  State.  Of  course  this  movement  will 
compel  the  evacuation  of  Bristol. 

From  the  Whig: 

SHERIDAN  ON  A  RAID — RECONNAISSANCE  NEAR  HATCHER'S  RUN — IMPORTANT  Ol'KKA- 
TIONS  ARE   IN  TROGRESS   ON  OUR  RIGHT. 

The  Petersburg  Express  says  that  at  an  early  hour  Wednesday  morning  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  supposed  to  be 
headed  by  cavalry  (Sheridan),  made  a  detour  around  our  lines  andadvanced  toward 
the  Uoydton  plunk  road,  and  l)etweeu  7  and  8  o'clock  struck  this  thoroughfare  some 
sis  miles  beyond  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  Toward  11  o'clock  we  uuderst.nnd  this 
lorce  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Court-Honse,  our  forces  skirmishing  heavily  with 
their  advance.  Last  evening  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  had  reached  the  Court- 
House  and  was  demonstrating  toward  Burgess'  Mill.  It  is  believed  that  theilestina- 
tion  of  this  force  is  the  South  Side  Railroad,  which  Grant  wishes  to  destroy,  and 
thereby  cut  off  General  Lee's  communications  and  diminish  his  supplies.  While 
demonstrating  on  the  plank  road,  it  is  thought  the  main  body  of  the  cav.nlry  strjick 
out  through  the  country  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad;  this,  however,  is  not  posi- 
tively known. 

The  Raleigh  Conservative  learns  that  there  are  no  less  than  from  300  to  600  desert- 
ers in  the  lower  end  of  Pitt  County,  N.  C,  committing  all  sorts  of  depredations  on 
her  citizens,  stealing  horses,  negroes,  provisions,  &c. 

Prices  at  Raleigh — bacon,  $7;  butter,  $10;  corn,  $30  per  bushel;  eggs,  $5;  wheat, 
$50;  and  other  articles  in  proportion. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  31,  1865. 

Fbkderick  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State: 
A  battle  in  front  this  morning.    Our  force  driven  back.    In  after- 
noon battle  renewed,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  the  ground.    Four 
battle-flags  taken  by  our  troops. 

WM.  H.  SEWARD. 
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Hbadqtjakters  Fifth  Aemy  Corps, 

March  31, 1865—1  p.  m. 
General  Rawlins: 

Euemy  completely  checked,  and  Warren  is  now  pushing  his  command 
after  them.  They  seem  to  be  falling  away  from  his  center,  and  reported 
going  both  ways.  He  will  attack  them  with  all  his  force.  Prisoners 
from  each  division  of  Hill's  corps  and  Bushrod  Johnson's  division. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


OiTY  Point,  March  31, 1865. 
General  Rawlins: 

General  Weitzel  telegraphs  that  Richmond  papers  of  to-day  speak 
of  the  move  as  a  raid  of  Sheridan. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31, 1865—12.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Mackenzie  is  at  W.  Perkins'  house,  at  Hatcher's  Run,  with 
pickets  out  to  Reams'  Station,  also  down  to  Great  Cat-tail  Creek.  The 
Fifth  Corps  trains,  guarded  by  the  Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  U.  S.  In- 
fantry, are  at  the  junction  of  the  Vaughan  and  old  stage  roads,  and  in 
park  there.  Three  hundred  cavalry  are  at  the  junction  of  Quaker  and 
Vaughan  roads.  To-morrow  the  trains  will  move  at  daylight  down  to 
the  junction  of  the  stage  and  Quaker  roads,  thence  north  across  Grav 
elly  Run,  and  be  parked  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  meeting-house.  It 
might  be  well  to  order  up  some  of  Mackenzie's  cavalry  to  picket  east 
and  southeast  of  your  camp. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Gravelly  Run,  March  31, 1865 — 1.55  a.  m. 

(Received  2.10  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

General  Ord  replies  to  my  dispatch  that  he  cannot  be  ready  for 
assault  at  daylight.    It  will  be  postponed  therefore. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 

(Copy  sent  to  Major-General  Wright,  commanding  Sixth  Corps,  and 
Major-General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps.) 


Gravelly  Run,  March  31, 1865 — 7.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  this  morning  the  troops  will  remain  sub 
stautially  as  they  now  are,  but  the  Fifth  Corps  should  today  draw 
three  days'  more  rations. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- 6  eneral. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—7.45  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  of  7.40  received.  Is  there  any  reason  the  Second 
Corps  shoiild  not  draw  three  days'  rations,  together  with  the  Fifth? 
The  empty  supply  wagons  can  be  sent  to  the  railroad  terminus  and 
refilled, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


March  31, 1865. 
Major-General  Meade: 
The  Second  Corps  can  also  draw  their  rations  the  same  as  the  Fifth. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865 — 8.05  a.  m. 

(Received  8.25  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  send  a  dispatch*  just  received  from  Major-General  Warren,  which 
will  show  the  position  of  his  troops  and  give  topographical  information. 
Additional  tools  will  be  sent  to  him  as  soon  as  they  can  be  gotten 
up,  so  that  the  road  he  is  on  can  be  made  passable  for  artillery  and 
wagons  at  the  earliest  moment. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31, 1865—8.40  a.  m. 

(Received  8.50  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Firing  is  heard  apparently  on  left  and  left  center  of  Second  Corps. 
No  report  yet.  Orders  have  been  sent  to  Warren  to  support  Hum- 
phreys if  necessary.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  send  same  to  Ord, 
Orders  for  rations  issued,  but  I  fear  the  condition  of  the  roads  will 
make  their  execution  almost  impossible, 

GEO.  G,  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 
March  31,  1865.    (Received  10,15  a,  m,) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Rations  must  be  got  forward  to  Warren,  and  no  exertions  must  be 
spared  to  execute  your  orders  for  the  same, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


'  See  Warren  to  Webb,  7.35  a.  m.  March  31,  p.  361. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ilarch  31,  1865—10.23  a.  in. 

(Eeceived  10.28  a.  m.) 
Major-Geiieral  Webb, 

At  General  Grant's  Headquarters: 
Geaeral  Grant's  dispatcli  to  General  Meade  as  to  sparing  no  exer- 
tion in  the  execution  of  orders  to  get  rations  forward  to  Warren 
received.    Tlie  chief  quartermaster  has  given  such  instructions,  and  to 
take  the  rations  on  pack-mules  if  the  train  can't  be  got  up. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Gravelly  liUN,  March  31, 1805 — 11.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

At  Fifth  Corps  Headquarters : 
Humphreys  should  not  push  to  the  front  without  a  fair  chance  and 
full  determination  to  go  through. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—12  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Generals  Crawford  and  Ayres  have  been  driven  back  on  Griffin. 
Griffin  is  about  to  resume  the  offensive,  supported  by  an  attack  of 
Humphreys'  left.  Humphreys  will  withdraw  from  his  right  all  he  can 
spare  to  attack  with  Miles.  Since  the  enemy  are  trying  to  turn  our 
left  I  deem  it  important  to  attack  with  Sheridan  and  to  let  Ord  assume 
the  offensive  if  practicable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Gcneral. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  31, 1865. 

(Eeceived  12.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

It  will  take  so  long  to  communicate  with  Sheridan  that  he  cannot  be 
brought  up  in  co-operation  unless  he  comes  ujj  in  obedience  to  orders 
sent  him  last  night.  I  understood  General  Forsyth  to  say,  however, 
that  as  soon  as  another  division  of  cavalry  got  up  he  would  push  it 
forward  with  Merritt.  It  may  be  there  now.  I  will  send  to  him  again 
at  once.  I  ■will  also  direct  Ord  to  keep  the  enemy  busy  in  his  front 
and  go  through  if  he  can. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Boydton  Plank  Egad,  March  31,  1865—12.45  j).  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Tell  General  Humphreys  that  Miles  is  driving  the  enemy.  A  brigade 
is  moving  out  to  support  him  and  to  push  him ;  another  is  held  in  readi- 
ness to  move  out.    Fire  in  front  of  Warren  is  receding. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Mahr-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Warren  reports  by  staff  officer  that  Ayres'  advance  on  White 
Oak  road  was  repulsed.  Ayres  fell  back  to  Crawford,  the  enemy  fol- 
lowing and  attacking  both  Ayres  and  Crawford  and  compelling  both  to 
fall  back  to  Griffin.  Here  the  enemy  was  checked,  the  fighting  still 
continuing.  General  Warren  expresses  confidence  in  his  ability  to  hold 
his  present  position.  Miles  has  been  ordered  to  be  prepared  to  support 
Warren.  Humphreys  will  be  ordered  to  attack  as  soon  as  1  can  com- 
municate with  him  by  telegraph,  if  the  affair  is  not  over  by  that  time. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Gravelly  Eun,  March  31,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Meade, 

At  Fifth  Corps  Headquarters  : 
If  the  enemy  has  been  checked  in  Warren's  front,  what  is  to  prevent 
him  from  pitching  in  with  his  whole  corps  and  attacking  before  giving 
him  time  to  intrench  or  return  in  good  order  to  his  old  intrench- 
mentst  I  do  not  understand  why  Warren  permitted  his  corps  to  be 
fought  in  detail.  When  Ayres  was  pushed  forward  he  should  have  sent 
other  troops  to  their  support. 

U.  S.  GEANT. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  of  11.40  [11.50]  relative  to  Humphreys  advancing  on 
his  front  received.  As  soon  as  I  reached  the  field  I  met  General 
Humphreys  on  the  Boydton  plank,  and  it  was  determined  between  us 
not  to  attack  on  his  front,  but  to  put  all  his  available  troops  under 
Miles,  to  move  forward  from  his  left  and  attack  the  enemy  iu  front  of 
Warren  in  flank.  This  was  done,  and  the  enemy  compelled  to  fall  back. 
Warren  is  preparing  to  advance  his  whole  force  in  conjunction  with 
Miles,  and  will  endeavor  to  drive  the  enemy  back  to  and  across  the 
White  Oak  road.  Any  movement  of  the  cavalry  on  his  left  will  mate- 
riallv  aid  this  operation. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—1.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

In  answer  to  your  telegram  of  inquiry  about  Warren  pushing  ahead, 
I  send  you  a  report  just  received  from  him,  which  will  explain  itself.* 
I  infer  that  both  Ayres  and  Crawford's  divisions  cannot  be  relied  on 
for  a  great  deal  to-day.    We  will  push  all  we  can. 

^  (}EO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Qeneral. 


♦See  Warren  to  AVebb,  1  p.  m.  March  31,  p.  36!. 
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\ 
Dabney's  Mill,  March  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Tlie  operators  at  my  headquarters  have  gone  to  the  wrong  place,  or 
are  still  back.  If  at  your  headquarters  will  you  please  have  them  sent 
here  to  night.  I  tliink  Warren  should  be  instructed  to  send  well  down 
the  White  Oak  road,  and  also  southwest  from  his  left,  to  watch  and 
see  if  there  is  au  enemy  in  either  direction.  I  would  much  rather  have 
Warren  back  on  the  plank  road  than  to  be  attacked  front  and  rear 
where  he  is.  He  should  intrench  front  and  rear  of  his  left  at  least, 
and  be  ready  to  make  a  good  fight  of  it  if  he  is  attacked  in  the  morn- 
ing. We  will  make  no  ottiensive  move  ourselves  to-morrow.  If  rations 
were  not  got  up  to-day  they  should  be  in  the  morning. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headqttakters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—5.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Sheridan's  firing  was  heard  soon  after  you  left.  I  have  sent  word  to 
Warren  to  push  a  force  down  the  White  Oak  road  to  co-operate  with 
Sheridan.  I  will  send  you  a  list  of  casualties  as  soon  as  possible. 
At  present  Second  Corps  hospitals  report  200  wounded;  Fifth  Corps, 
600.  I  think  the  casualties  for  this  day  of  killed  and  wounded  in 
botli  corps  will  be  under  1,000.  Some  60  prisoners  have  been  reported 
by  the  Second  Corps  and  70  by  the  Fifth  Corps.  This  will  doubtless 
be  increased,  as  all  have  not  yet  come  in.  Second  Corps  reports  2 
battle-Hags  and  Fiftli  Corps  1. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

March  31,  1865—6.35  -p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

A  staff"  ofdcer  from  General  Merritt  was  cut  off  by  what  is  reported 
two  brigades  of  Pickett's  division.  These  are  the  brigades  reported 
to  be  on  our  left,  but  not  in  our  fight  to-day.  The  firing  has  receded 
toward  Dinwiddie  Court  House.  If  General  Sheridan  reports  that  he 
cannot  overcome  the  force  now  opposed  to  him  I  will  be  obliged  to 
contract  my  lines,  and  I  must  do  it  to-night.  I  have  directed  Warren 
to  send  a  force  down  Boydton  plank  road  to  try  and  open  communica- 
tion with  Slieridan.  Under  the  present  state  of  affairs  it  was  impos- 
sible to  send  down  the  White  Oak  road,  as  first  ordered.  Please  let 
me  know  in  regard  to  Sheridan's  report  as  soon  as  convenient-  ray 
disposition  against  these  brigades  should  be  made  shortly.  I  leave  tor 
my  headquarters  at  old  camp. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


,,  .      „  ,  ,,  Dabney's  Mill,  March  31,  1865. 

Major-General  Meade  : 

•py  of  a  report  just  sent  by  Sheridan. 
Hoke's  division,  which  we  know  was  in 

•  See  Sheridan  to  Grant,  2.30  p.  ui.,  next,  post. 


I  send  you  copy  of  a  report  just  sent  by  Sheridan.*     You  will  see 
that  he  reports  Hoke's  division,  which  we  know  was  in  North  Carolina. 
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Since  this  was  received  Colonel  Porter  has  returned  from  Sheridan. 
He  says  that  Devin  had  been  driven  back  in  considerable  confusion 
south  of  J.  Boisseau's  house.  Crook  was  then  going  up  west  of  the 
road  and  expected  to  turn  the  enemy  and  drive  him  back.  The  effort 
has  been  to  get  our  cavalry  onto  the  White  Oak  road  west  of  Dabney's 
house.  So  far  this  has  failed,  and  there  is  no  assurance  that  it  will 
succeed.  This  will  make  it  necessary  for  Warren  to  watch  his  left  all 
round.  The  cavalry  being  where  it  is  will  probably  make  the  enemy 
very  careful  about  coming  round  much  in  his  rear,  but  he  cannot  be 
too  much  on  his  guard.  Let  your  provost  question  prisoners  as  to 
whether  troops  from  North  Carolina  have  come  up. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  March  31, 1865. 
Major-Geueral  Meade  : 

The  following  dispatch  forwarded  for  your  information : 

Cavalry  Headquarters, 

March  SI,  186B—S.S0  p.  vi. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant: 

General:  Hoke'B  divison  and  three  brigades  of  Pickett's  division  are  at  the  Five 
Forks,  or  were  there  last  uight.  Their  picket-line  is  now  in  front  of  Devin's  divis- 
ion. W.  H.  F.  Lee  attacked  Smith's  brigade,  of  Crook's  division,  on  Chamberlain's 
Creek,  and  got  cleaned  out.  I  will  now  attack  him,  and  push  the  First  Cavalry 
Division  against  their  infantry  line.  I  have  ordered  up  one  brigade  of  Custer's 
division,  which  is  yet  back  with  our  ammunition  train.  It  has  been  impossible  to 
get  up  this  train  on  account  of  the  swamps. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—7.10  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

It  is  not  impossible  troops  may  have  been  sent  up  from  the  south, 
though  I  have  heard  nothing  of  it  before.  One  prisoner  said  lie  heard 
Pickett's  division  had  come  up  from  Burkeville,  but  as  I  knew  Pickett 
had  not  been  there  I  presumed  he  had  been  down  the  South  Side  Kail- 
road  to  watch  for  our  cavalry.  If  Hoke  or  any  considerable  force  of 
infantry  is  in  Sheridan's  front  it  opens  the  rear  of  our  army,  as  1  under- 
stood Irom  Captain  Sheridan,  the  bearer  of  this,  that  the  road  from 
I.  M.  Brock's  [J.  M.  Brooks'?]  to  R.  Boisseau's  to  theBoydtou  plank  is 
now  open  to  the  enemy.  General  Sheridan,  I  think  from  the  account 
of  Captain  Sheridan,  will  be  pressed  to-morrow.  He  will  either  have 
to  come  in  or  support  must  be  sent  to  him.  My  line  is  so  extended  and 
flank  in  air  that  I  don't  see  how  I  can  detach  for  this  purpose,  unless  I 
contract  my  lines,  when  I  sliall  have  troops  to  spare.  Let  me  hear  as 
soon  as  possible  what  you  desire  done. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headqxjakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  31,  1865 — 7.40  p.  m.     (Received  8.40  p.  m.) 
Lieuteuant-General  Grant  : 

Captain  Sheridan,  from  Sheridan's  cavalry,  is  here,  and  is  directed 
to  you  by  a  staif  officer.  He  reports  that  General  Sheridan  is  just 
north  of  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  having  been  repulsed  by  the  enemy's 
infantry  on  the  dirt  road  running  north  and  also  on  the  road  running 
northwest  from  north  of  Dinwiddle.  General  Sheridan  states  that  if 
he  is  forced  to  retire  it  will  be  on  the  Vaughan  road.  The  staff  officer 
leaves  here  to  report  to  you. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

From  what  Colonel  Kellogg,  the  bearer,  says  it  is  evident  Sheridan 
cannot  hold  Dinwiddle  and  will  have  to  fall  back  to-morrow.  If  I  do 
not  contract  my  lines,  cannot  Ferrero  [Turner]  be  sent  at  once  out  the 
Vaughan  road  to  support  Sheridan  ?  I  think  this  will  be  the  quickest 
thing  that  can  be  done. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 

March  31,  1865 — 8.45  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Meade: 

Your  dispatch  of  6.35  and  your  note  of  7.30  [7.40?]  are  just  received. 
Captain  Sheridan  has  reported  to  you  the  situation  of  affairs  with 
Sheridan.  Let  Warren  draw  back  at  once  to  his  position  on  Boydton 
road  and  send  a  division  of  infantry  to  Sheridan's  relief.  The  troops 
to  Sheridan  should  start  at  once  and  go  down  Boydton  road. 

U.  8.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera^. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865 — 8.45  p.  m.     (Sent  9  p.  m.j 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  General  Warren  to  draw  in  at  once  to  the 
Boydton  plank  road,  and  send,  on  receipt  of  orders.  Griffin's  division 
to  report  to  General  Sheridan,  they  to  move  down  the  Boydton  road. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  have  ordered  my  medical  director  to  send  the  ambulances  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  for  Sheridan's  wounded. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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Dabnet's  Mill,  March  31, 1865 — 9.10 p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

I  wish  you  would  send  out  some  cavalry  to  Dinwiddle  to  see  if  infor- 
mation can  be  got  from  Sheridan.  It  will  only  take  about  half  the  time 
to  go  from  your  headquarters  it  will  from  mine,  and  I  have  no  one  to 
send. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  March  31, 1865 — 9.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

If  you  can  get  orders  to  Mackenzie  to  move  his  cavalry  to  the  sup- 
port of  Sheridan,  by  way  of  the  Vaughan  road,  do  so.  I  have  sent  the 
same  directions  to  General  Ord.  Please  let  me  know  when  Griffin  gets 
started.  If  he  pushes  promptly  I  think  there  may  be  a  chance  for  cut- 
ting up  the  infantry  the  enemy  have  intrusted  so  far  from  home.  Urge 
prompt  movement  on  Griffin. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  March  31, 1865 — 9.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Ord  has  driven  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  sharpshooters  near  Hatch- 
er's Run  and  got  possession  of  a  knoll  which  takes  the  enemy's  works 
on  Humphreys'  right  in  reverse.  He  is  building  a  battery  there 
to-night.  This  will  drive  the  enemy  out  and  give  Humphreys  an  oppor- 
tunity of  advancing  his  right  and  possibly  of  gaining  a  position  which 
will  take  the  works  north  of  the  run  in  reverse  so  as  to  let  Ord  through. 
Humphreys  has  been  notified  of  this,  but  has  no  orders. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865— 9.45  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  Warren  to  go  down  with  his  whole  corps 
and  smash  up  the  force  in  front  of  Sheridan?  Humphreys  can  hold 
the  line  to  the  Boydton  plank  road  and  the  refusal  along  it.  Bartlett's 
brigade  is  now  on  the  road  from  J.  Boisseau's  running  north,  where  it 
crosses  Gravelly  Run,  he  having  gone  there  down  the  White  Oak  road. 
Warren  could  move  at  once  that  way  and  take  the  force  threatening 
Sheridan  in  rear,  or  he  could  send  one  division  to  support  Sheridan  at 
Dinwiddle  and  move  on  the  enemy's  rear  with  the  other  two. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General, 
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Headquabtbbs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  31, 1865— 10  p.  m.     (Received  10.20  p.  ra.) 

Lieu  tenant-General  Grant: 

The  only  disposable  cavalry  I  have  is  my  escort.  I  will  send  an  ofB- 
cer  and  forty  men  to  communicate  with  Sheridan.  I  believe  the  road 
is  ail  open  to  him.    I  have  sent  the  orders  to  Mackenzie. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


Dabney's,  March  31, 1865—10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Let  "Warren  move  in  the  way  you  propose  and  urge  hini  not  to  stop 
for  anything.    Let  GrifBn  go  on  as  he  was  first  directed. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  March  31, 1865 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

As  you  are  sending  to  Sheridan  send  him  word  of  all  the  dispositions 
making  to  aid  him  and  tell  him  to  take  general  direction  of  the  forces 
sent  to  him  until  the  emergency  for  which  they  are  sent  is  over. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—10.45  p.  m. 

(Sent  2.25  a.  m.  April  1.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Warren  was  ordered  some  time  since  to  push  GriflSn  promptly  down 
the  plank  road  to  Sheridan.  I  have  now  ordered  him  to  move  with  the 
rest  of  his  corps  as  light  as  possible  and  push  down  the  road  running 
south  from  the  White  Oak  road  to  Dinwiddle  to  attack  the  enemy  in 
rear,  and  look  out  to  get  over  to  the  plank  road  if  they  turn  on  him  too 
strongly.  The  messenger  to  Sheridan  had  not  left  when  these  orders 
were  sent  and  Sheridan  was  notified  of  them.  The  officer  has  gone  now, 
so  that  I  cannot  add  what  you  desire  about  his  taking  command,  but  I 
take  it  for  granted  he  will  do  so,  as  he  is  the  senior.  I  will  instruct 
Warren  to  report  to  him.  I  find  it  reported  that  among  Sheridan's 
prisoners  is  one  from  Lilley*s  brigade.  Walker's  division,  Gordon's 
corps.  Formerly  Hoke  commanded  a  brigade  in  this  division,  from 
whence  I  think  has  arisen  the  rumor  that  Hoke  is  in  front  of  Sheridan, 
the  men  often  givinar  the  old  name  of  their  organizations. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  31, 1865 — 11.45  p.  m.    (Received  1.30  a.  m.  April  1.) 
Lieuteuant-General  Grant  : 

A  dispatch  just  received  from  Warren  reports  bridge  on  Boydton 
plank  road  across  Gravelly  Run  destroyed,  and  that  it  will  take  con- 
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siderable  time  to  rebuild.  Orders  have  been  sent  to  liim,  if  this  is  the 
case,  to  send  troops  to  Sheridan  by  the  Quaker  road,  or  by  both  roads 
if  necessary,  even  if  he  gives  up  the  rear  attack.  Every  exertion  to 
re  enforce  Sheridan  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  the  vital  importance 
of  it  has  been  impressed  on  him.  He  has  been  informed  Sheridan,  if 
not  re-enforced  and  compelled  to  retire,  will  withdraw  by  the  Vaughan 
road.  I  think  it  is  possible  the  enemy  may  retire  from  Sheridan's  front 
to-night,  fearing  an  attack  from  the  rear.  I  have  sent  orders  to  Hum- 
phreys to  co-operate  with  Ord  and  take  the  works  in  his  front  if  Ord's 
artillery  fire  renders  it  practicable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 


Gkavelly  Eun,  March  31,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point: 
Major  Wiley  will  call  on  you  for  an  escort  to  guard  cattle  for  Sheri- 
dan.   You  will  order  the  escort  from  Sheridan's  remounted  men. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant : 

E.  S.  PAEKEK, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headqttarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsenb, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
General  :  Paragraph  21  of  Special  Orders,  No.  473,  of  December 
29,  1864,  assigned  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Bartlett,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  duty 
according  to  the  brevet  rank  of  major-general.  On  the  3d  of  January, 
1S65, 1  was  notified  by  Major  Chalfiu,  assistant  adjutant- general,  that 
the  appointment  of  General  Bartlett  as  brevet  major-general  was  not 
yet  issued.  He  has  recently  been  confirmed  by  the  Senate  as  brevet 
major-general  from  August  1, 1864.  Tlic  order  cited  was  issued  on  my 
application  at  the  time  I  lecommended  him  for  promotion  under  the 
presumption  that  he  would  be  appointed  before  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. But  he  was  not  so  appointed,  and  had  to  be  confirmed  and  com- 
missioned before  he  had  any  brevet  rank.  In  the  meantime  the  com- 
mand I  designed  for  him  has  been  given  to  another,  and  the  necessity 
for  his  being  so  assigned  no  longer  exists.  In  view  of  this  fact,  and 
the  doubtful  legality  of  the  order  assigning  an  officer  before  he  actually 
had  the  rank  to  which  he  was  assigned,  I  have  suspended  it.  I  would 
respectfully  inquire  whether  my  action  meets  with  the  appi'oval  of  tlie 
Secretary  of  War  and  whether  this  order  under  the  circumstances  ouglit 
not  to  be  rescinded.  Whenever  there  is  a  command  to  which  Brevet 
Major-General  Bartlett  may  be  assigned  I  shall  apply  for  another  order 
in  his  case. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Beadquartebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31, 1865. 

Adjutant-General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  transuiic  herewith  by  the  hands  of  Corporal 
Lutes,  Company  D,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  New  York  Volunteers, 
the  battle- flag  of  the  Forty-first  Alabama  Volunteers,  captured  by  him 
during  the  charge  of  the  enemy  upon  our  lines  at  about  4  o'clock  this 
afternoon.  Corporal  Lutes  also  brought  in  tlie  rebel  color-bearer  and 
one  of  the  rebel  color  guard  as  prisoners.  I  have  the  honor  to  recom- 
mend that  a  medal  of  honor  be  awarded  him  for  his  gallantry  upon  this 
occasion.  In  consideration  of  his  conduct  he  has  been  granted  a  fur- 
lough for  thirty  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Tower  Signal  Station,  March  31,  1865 — a.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
At  10  a.  m.  enemy  moved  two  pieces  light  artillery  (12-pounders) 
from  rear  line,  placing  them  in  small  battery  in  front  line  north  from 
station.  At  10.30  a.  m.  same  guns  were  taken  out  of  fort  and  now 
stand  on  Boydton  road  headed  toward  city.  Three  guns  that  were 
in  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Hammond's  have  disappeared.  Pickets 
relieved  at  10.30  a.  m.,  portion  of  them  returned  to  camp  near  Daggett's, 
the  remainder  to  camp  in  rear  of  pines  north  20  degrees  west  from 
station.  Party  of  seventy-five  negroes  at  work  on  enemy's  new  line, 
most  of  them  on.  new  fort  on  left  of  line.  Camp  of  two  or  three  regi- 
ments to  our  right  of  Mrs.  Hart's  appear  unoccupied.  Other  camps 
appear  same  as  usual. 

E.  H,   WAKDWELL, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer. 

(Same  to  Lieutenant  Dillingham,  headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
and  Captain  Norton,  headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps.) 


Tower  Signal  Station,  March  31, 1865 — 2.20  p.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
One  thousand  men  just  came  from  the  right  and  deployed  along  the 
works  from  point  in  front  of  Boswell's  house  to  point  north  50  degrees 
west,  near  Harmon's  house. 

E.  H.  WAEDWELL, 
Lieutenamt,  Signal  Officer. 

(Same  to  Brevet  Major  Paine,  Gtf^al  Ord's  headquarters,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Dillingham,  headquarters  !Nf&fth  Corps.) 


Tower  Signal  Station,  March  31,  1865 — 2.55  p.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  150  infantry  reported  as  halted  beyond  Jones'  house  with  arms 
stacked  relieved  picket  on  this  front.    A  portion  of  those  relieved  went 
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into  camp  in  rear  of  pines  north  20  degrees  west  from  station.  The 
remainder  went  into  small  camp  north  10  degrees  west  from  station. 
At  1  p.  m.  regiment  with  one  color  came  out  from  works  left  of  Mrs. 
Hart's  and  disappeared  to  the  left.  This  color  is  the  one  reported  as 
seen  on  the  works  near  Mrs.  Hart's.  One  regiment  of  156  men  with 
color  came  out  of  camp  near  Boisseau's,  marched  to  left  as  far  as  Bat- 
tery 54,  and  then  deployed  along  the  works  toward  our  right. 

E.  H.  WARDWELL, 
Lieutenant^  Signal  Officer. 

(Same  to  Brevet  Major  Paine,  General  Ord's  headquarters,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Dillingham,  Ninth  Army  Corps  headquarters.) 


Walthall  Signal  Station,  March  31,  1865 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Major  Paine, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
At  3  p.  m.  a  train  of  twenty-five  wagons  passed  toward  our  left 
on  road  rear  of  Whitehead's.  At  6  p.  m.  two  trains,  each  twenty 
wagons,  passed  from  Petersburg  toward  enemy's  right  on  a  road 
beyond  town  south  60  west.  At  9.05  a.  m.  one  train  of  cars  passed 
toward  Petersburg. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  HOPPING, 

Sergeant. 


Headquartkrs  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  I860— 9  p.  m. 

General  Sharpe, 

Assistant  Provost-Marshal- General  at  Lieutenant-General  Grant's 
headquarters  in  the  Field  : 
Examinations  today  show  B.  Johnson's  entire  division  in  front  of  the 
Second  Army  Corps;  two  brigades  of  Wilcox's  division.  Scales'  and 
McGowan's,  and  two  brigades  of  Pickett's  division,  Steuart's  and  Hun- 
ton's  in  front  of  Fifth  Army  Corps;  balance  of  Pickett's  division  not 
accounted  for.  Prisoners  from  the  Eifty-eighth  Virginia,  of  Gordon's 
corps,  said  to  have  been  taken  by  Sheridan,  who  has  been  fighting 
infantry. 

J.  C.  B[ABCOCK]. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—7.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Second  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  report  the  position  of 

your  troops  this  a.  m. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HBAUyllABTEBS    SECOND    OOBPS, 

March  31,  18fl5—8.40  a.  m* 
Brevet  Major-Cxenei-al  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  position  of  my  troops  this  moniin};-  is:  Hays  exteudiug  from 
right,  near  Orow  house,  to  Taylor  lioiise:  Mott  from  Taylor  house  to 
Boydton  plank  road.  Miles  has  relieved  Grifl&n  in  his  position,  but 
GriflSn  has  remained  some  liours.  I  find  that  Miles  is  strong  enough  in 
Griffin's  position  to  admit  of  my  putting  De  Trobriand's  brigade  in  a 
little  more  central  position,  from  which  it  can  move  in  a  few  minutes  to 
the  left. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKKYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hbadqitaktkrs  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  HI,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Akmy  Corps: 

Owing  to  the  weather  no  change  will  to-day  be  made  in  the  present 
position  of  the  troops.  Three  days'  rations  of  subsistence  and  forage 
will  be  brought  up  and  issued  to  the  troops  and  the  artillery  and 
wagons  authorized  to  accompany  them.  The  empty  supply  wagons 
will  be  sent  to  the  rear  to  be  refilled  at  the  railroad  terminus.  The 
chief  engineer  and  corps  commanders  will  use  every  exertion  to  make 
practicable  the  roads  to  the  rear  and  communicating  with  their  ssnyeral 
commands. 

Bv  command  of  Major-Geiieral  Meade: 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


(Same  t-o  other  corps  (;oiiiiiiaiiders.^ 


HEADyllAH'lERS    SECOND    ARMY    COBPS, 

March  31,  1865—9.10  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
There  has  been  and  is  some  picket-tiring  on  the  left  of  Miles.  This 
is  all  the  firing  I  have  heard,  though  I  have  directed  all  the  division 
commanders  to  feel  in  their  fronts,  try  to  cai)ture  some  prisoners,  and 
ascertain  what  force  of  the  enemy  is  on  my  front,  and  where  I  could 
attack,  if  it  should  be  necessary. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquak'jers  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—10.15  a.  m. 
Brevet  Majjor-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff : 
In  answer  to  inquiry  as  to  cause  of  firing,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  General  Miles  sent  out  about  sixty  men,  who  attacked  the  enemy's 

*In  Humphreys'  telegrams-sent  bouk  this  dispatch  is  timed  7.40  a.  m. 
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pickets  and  drove  them  to  their  works,  capturing  sixteen  men.  The 
enemy  then  sent  out  a  small  party  and  attempted  to  drive  Miles  back, 
but  failed.  The  prisoners  were  from  McGowan's  brigade,  Wilcox's 
division,  and  report  Scales'  brigade  of  Wilcox's  division  also  here,  on 
their  left. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

March  31,  1865—10.15  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
General  Ord's  dispatch  is  forwarded  for  your  information.*     General 
Meade  wishes  you  to  act  according  to  your  judgment,  either  attack- 
ing to  relieve  Ord  or  sending  your  reserves  to  him. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copy  to  Generals  Wright  and  Ord.) 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31, 1865. 
General  Webb  : 

I  have  sent  De  Trobriand's  brigade  to  be  near  the  Crow  house  for 
supporting  any  one  needing  it  there.  Just  at  the  time  of  receiving  your 
dispatch  and  the  one  from  General  Ord  there  is  quite  heavy  firing 
upon  right  of  the  picket-line  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  Hays  is  directed  to 
attack  the  enemy  if  they  press  Turner. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps. 

March  31, 1865—10.45  a.  m. 
General  Webb  : 

The  division  officer  of  the  day  of  General  Mott's  reports  that  about 
9.30  this  morning  troops  of  the  enemy,  at  least  one  brigade,  were  seen 
moving  toward  their  right  in  front  of  left  of  Mott's  division. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March,  31,  1865—11  a.  m. 

General  Webb: 

It  looks  to  me  as  if  the  attack  were  going  to  be  on  Warren,  and  not 

on  Ord. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


"  See  Ord  to  Grant,  9.30  a.  in.,  p.  374. 
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Headqttartkrs  Second  Akmt  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—11.40  a.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  received  your  message  by  Major  Meade  and  note  by  Eosen- 
crantz.  Miles  is  already  moving  out  to  attack  on  Warren's  right.  I 
have  ordered  the  attack  to  be  extended  completely  over  my  lines. 
GrifBn  sent  me  word  when  I  communicated  the  above  to  him  that  he 
could  hold  his  own.  My  staff  oificer  was  seeking  Warren  when  he 
came  across  GriiHn. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—1.05  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

General  Mott  reports  that  General  McAllister  attacked  with  a  part 
of  his  brigade,  drove  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  went  within  100  yards 
of  his  works.  He  found  a  strong  line  of  works,  well  manned,  and  with 
a  close  abatis. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEETS, 

Major- General. 
To  General  Grant — 1.40  p.  m. 

G.  G.  MEADE. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Dispatch  by  Stacey  sent  to  Miles  for  his  government.  At  same  time 
Miles  sent  me  word  he  thought  he  could  take  the  enemy's  works  if  his 
right  was  supported  by  a  brigade  en  potence.  1  have  ordered  him  to 
do  it.  Have  ordered  De  Trobriand  out  to  support  Miles'  right.  Have 
notified  Mott  that  he  may  be  obliged  to  move  another  of  his  brigades  to 
the  left.  He  has  one  in  reserve,  one  iu  his  line.  Hays  I  ordered  some 
time  ago  to  draw  out  a  brigade  and  hold  it  in  reserve  in  his  center. 
Mott  can  call  on  him.    He  on  Miles,  if  heavily  attacked. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  30  [31f],  1865—2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

Miles  sends  me  word  that  he  has  broken  the  enemy's  line  of  battle; 
has  prisoners  and  flags;  wants  support  on  his  left;  is  ahead  of  the 
Fifth  Corps.    As  already  stated,  have  sent  De  Trobriand  to  his  right. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-General. 
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Hkadquabtees  Second  Akmy  Corps, 

March  31,  1865— 2.15  p.  m. 
Major-Geiieral  Webb  : 

From  the  prisoners  taken  it  is  apparent  that  the  left  of  Pickett's 
division  is  opposite  the  center  of  Miles'.  An  advance  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  swinging  around  must  necessarily  take  Pickett  on  his  right  flank. 
Pickett  is  the  right  of  their  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—2.25  \p.  vi.] 
General  Humphreys: 

If  you  can  support  Miles  with  your  own  corps  do  so,  and  act  inde- 
pendent of  the  Fifth  Corps.  The  general  commanding  approves  of  your 
taking  the  enemy's  line. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—2.30  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

The  batteries  upon  the  flank  of  our  troops  fire  as  the  troops  advance, 
aud  upon  the  enemy's  artillery  as  far  as  they  can  see  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Eleven  prisoners  from  Wise's  brigade  have  just  come  in  from  Miles' 
front,  and  report  Pickett,  Johnson,  and  some  of  Heth  engaged  in  the 
attack.    It  is  probable  that  Wilcox  is  engaged  also.    As  yet  I  have  no 
evidence  of  Heth's  being  engaged  in  this  fighting  on  Miles'  front. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 
General  Warren  did  not  retire  [intend]  to  move  forward  his  right, 
but  to  swing  on  it,  moving  his  left.  I  have  sent  him  your  dispatch, 
and  suggested  his  pushing  his  right  forward.  At  the  same  time  I 
desire  you  [to]  govern  Miles'  movement  by  the  supports  you  can  give 
him,  and  if  he  does  not  feel  secure  in  advancing  without  Warren  let 
him  hold  on  till  Warren  does  move  his  right  or  he  has  himself  force 
enough  to  watch  his  left.    You  know  the  difficulty  of  getting  two  bodies 
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to  advance  simultaneously.  Miles  has  done  handsomely  in  relieving 
Warren,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  see  him  take  the  enemy's  line.  But 
if  this  is  dependent  on  a  simultaneous  movement  past  experience  bids 
me  despair.  Let  him  do  the  best  [and  all  he  can]  with  such  support  as 
he  I  you]  can  give  him.* 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865 — 3.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 
General  Warren  is  on  the  White  Oak  road,  and  states  that  he  has 
moved  his  whole  corps  up  except  one  brigade,  and  will  hold  it.     Cap- 
tured flag  from  Fifty-sixth  Virginia,  Hunton's  brigade.    Sent  you  for 
your  information. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1S65—5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
Major-General  Warren  has  been  ordered  to  intrench  himself  in  his 
present  position  on  the  White  Oak  road.  You  are  to  connect  your  left 
with  his  right  to  hold  as  much  of  the  new  line  as  possible  to  enable 
him  to  have  the  maximum  reserves  to  protect  his  left  flank.  Tou  will 
intrench  your  portion  of  the  new  line. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865 — 5.25  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Four  oflicers  and  fifty-nine  prisoners  have  been  sent  in  from  Miles' 
center — four  from  Hunton's  brigade,  Pickett's  division,  the  rest  from 
Wise's  brigade.     Other  prisoners  are  coming  in. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


[March  31,  18«5]— 5.30  o'clock. 
Major-General  Webb: 

I  have  a  very  long  line.  I  think  it  must  be  something  like  five  miles 
long,  with  very  little  artillery.  I  have  moved  out  McAllister,  as  well 
as  De  Trobriand,  in  order  that  Miles  might  send  a  brigade,  which  in 

*  The  insertions  in  brackota  indicate  tjie  differejices  between  two  copies  of  this 
dispatch  on  file. 


Obai'.  Lvm.i  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  351 

connection  with  one  of  Warren's  would  close  the  line  between  them. 
Upon  reading  your  dispatch  ^respecting  Warren's  having  the  White 
Oak  road)  to  General  Miles,  as  I  was  riding  with  him  from  the  left  of 
his  line,  where  a  road  ran  to  the  White  Oak  road  at  the  point  held  by 
Warren,  he  said  that  he  had  held  that  point  in  the  White  Oak  road, 
but  had  moved  from  it  to  his  right  to  connect,  as  both  his  flanks 
were  in  air.  He  asked  me  to  say  so,  which  I  therefore  do.  I  liave 
ordered  the  line  to  be  intrenched  and  slashed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  31,  1865 — 8.15 p.  m.     (Received  2.45  a.  m.  April  1.) 

General  Webb: 

I  think  I  have  about  400  men  killed  and  wounded  to-day.  There  are 
375  wounded  in  hospital  now  reported.  My  provost-marshalhasreceived 
about  150prisoners,  but  General  Miles  reports  his  provost-marshal  send- 
ing more  than  100  and  that  his  Fourth  Brigade  sent  in  160  prisoners 
besides,  and  his  Third  Brigade  124.  General  Miles  says  he  thinks  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  prisoners  captured  by  his  division  passed  through 
the  Fifth  Corps  lines. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ma7-ch  31,  1865 — 8.55  p.  m. 

(Sent  9.10  p.  m.) 

General  Hxjmphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps:  ' 
Thema,ior-generalcommandingdirect8  thatyou  will  retake  the  position 
of  this  morning,  holding  as  far  as  Mrs.  Butler's*  and  the  return.    Gen- 
eral Warren  will  be  massed,  free  to  go  in  any  direction. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865— 9.15  p.  m.     (Sent  9.25  p.  m). 

General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  retake  the  position 
of  this  morning,  holding  as  far  as  Mrs.  Butler  and  the  return  to  the  left. 
General  Warren  isto  beleftfreeto  act  andistosendadivisiontoGeneral 

Sheridan  at  once. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  In  (be  copy  received  by  Generat  Humphreys  the  rtiapatcb  reads  after  "  Mrs.  But- 
ler's" as  follows:  "General  Warren  will  bold  the  Hue  within  the  Boydton  plank 
road.' 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  31,  1865—10.45  p.  m.     (Sent  10,55  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Second  Corps: 
General  Warren  is  to  move  down   dirt*  road  to  attack  the  force 
opposing  Sheridan  in  rear,  with  two  divisions.    He  is  to  send  a  division 
down  the  Boydton  plank  road  to  join  Sheridan.    You  are  to  remain  on 
the  defensive  and  strengthen  your  position. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—11  p.  m. 
(Received  2.45  a.  m.  April  1.) 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

If  I  resume  the  position  of  this  morning  just  before  daylight  I  sup- 
pose it  will  answer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—11.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Second  Corps: 
General  Ord  reports  he  will  establish  batteries,  taking  in  reverse  a 
work  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  your  right,  which  he  thinks  he  can  render 
so  untenable  as  to  make  its  capture  by  you  easy.  Should  this  be  the 
case  you  will  endeavor  to  take  it.  Confer  with  General  Ord  on  the 
subject  and  co-operate  with  him.  You  have  been  notified  that  the 
Fifth  Corps  will  be  withdrawn  to  operate  against  Dinwiddle.  What- 
ever you  do  must  be  done  with  your  own  troops. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—12.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  12  p.  m..  General  Warren  having  retired,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  General  Griffin  occupies  a  line  of  works 
from  the  left  of  your  line  on  the  Boydton  plank  road,  running  one-quar- 
ter of  a  mile  west,  tlien  refused  to  the  rear  until  it  again  strikes  the 
plank  road  near  the  junction  of  the  Quaker  road;  from  thence  south  on 
the  plank  road  a  few  hundred  yards.  The  left  of  his  picket-line  rests 
near  a  large  branch  of  Gravelly  Run. 
Respectfully, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

•Reads  "direct,"  as  received  by  Humplireys. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
March  30  [31],  1864  [1865]— 7.40  m  [sic].    (Eeceived  8.50  a.  m). 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
Please  let  me  know  where  your  right  will  rest  that  I  may  connect 
with  you.     General  Miles  has  already  relieved  General  Griffin,  and  I 
find  a  vacant  space  on  his  left. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Ifarch  31,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys  : 

I  send  you  a  sketch*  of  the  country  west  of  the  plank  road  and  a  copy 
of  my  communication  to  General  Webb  as  to  my  position.t  I  cannot 
take  up  any  regular  line  of  battle  on  account  of  the  woods  and  swamps, 
but  have  assembled  each  division  at  a  point  so  they  can  fight  in  any 
direction,  with  the  line  refused.  I  had  Griffin's  and  a  battery  stationed 
at  Stroud's,  with  support.  I  don't  think  your  left  could  be  turned, 
even  if  I  moved  away,  without  your  having  full  information;  but  as 
my  troops  now  are,  I  could  move  Griffin  right  up  on  yonr  flank  with 
my  artillery.  I  shall  work  hard  all  day  to  get  the  road  through  the 
woods  in  order. 

Kespectfnlly, 

V  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 

,) 

Headquarters  Second  Corps, 
March  31, 1865 — 9.45  p.  m.     (Eeceived  2.5.5  a.  m.  April  1.) 

General  Warren  : 

I  am  directed  to  resume  the  position  of  this  morning,  holding  as  far 
as  Mrs.  Butler's  and  the  return.  As  the  return  is  your  work,  and  as  I 
do  not  know  it,  will  you  let  me  know  if  it  rests  on  Gravelly  Run,  and  if 
not,  upon  ■what  it  does  rest. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


March  31, 1865—11.30  p.  m. 
(Received  12.40  a.  m.  April  1.) 

Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
I  am  directed  to  resume  my  position  of  this  morning,  &c.     At  what 
time  do  you  propose  to  move?    I  propose  to  move  simultaneously  with 

^°^'  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


*  Not  found.  t  See  7.35  a.  m.,  p.  361. 
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Headquarteks  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
The  following  changes  in  tlie  position  of  the  troops  are  ordered  and 
will  take  place  to-night: 

First.  Brigadier-General  Hays,  commanding  Second  Division,  will 
immediately  on  receipt  of  this  order  put  all  his  division  in  the  line, 
occupying  it  with  a  single  line,  relieving  General  Mott's  troops  from  as 
much  of  the  line  as  practicable  and  relieving  Jiis  pickets  also. 

Second.  Soon  as  General  Hays  has  relieved,  (xeneral  Mott  will  relieve 
Miles  and  hold  the  line  to  the  Boydton  plank  road  with  two  brigades. 
Third.  General  Miles  upon  being  relieved  by  Mott  will  relieve  Gen- 
eral Griffin  in  the  liue  he  now  holds,  taking  up  the  return  on  the  Boyd- 
ton plank  road. 

Fourth.  General  Mott  will  send  a  brigade  to  support  the  left  of  the 
line  held  by  Miles  after  relieving  GrifQn. 

Fifth.  Each  division  commander  will  report  when  they  have  carried 
out  this  order.    Acknowledge  receipt  by  telegram. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

0.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Hays  and  Mott.) 


Headqxtarteks  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—1.45  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittiee, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
Order  for  movement  received.    It  directs  me  to  relieve  General  Grif- 
fin in  the  line  he  now  holds,  taking  up  the  return  on  the  Boydton  plank 
road.    Am  I  expected  by  this  to  relieve  anything  more  than  General 
Griffin's  division? 

N.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—3.15  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  IMiles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

You  are  not  expected  to  relieve  anything  more  than  General  Griffin's 
division. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  J.  MILLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—3.05  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General:  General  Humphreys  directs  me  to  say  that  if  in  the 
course  of  your  attack  you  are  hard  pressed  and  absolutely  need  re-en- 
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forceroeuts,  you  may  draw  from  De  Trobriand's  right,  and  General  H. 
will  see  tliat  the  connections  are  preserved  on  the  right.    General  De 
Trobriand  is  subject  to  your  orders  in  the  matter. 
Very  respectfully, 

V.  A.  WllITTIER, 
Asfiinfant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquakteks  First  Division,  Second  Aemy  Corps, 

March  SI,  1805—3.30  p.  m. 
[Col.  C.  A.  Whittiek  :] 

Colonel:  IMy  line  of  battle  now  runs  parallel  to  the  enemy's  works 
and  facing  them.  The  Fiftli  Corps  moved  up  on  my  left,  but  are  now 
moving  by  the  left  flank,  leaving  a  Avide  gap.  I  am  holding  part  of  my 
line  in  single  rank  and  am  moving  one  brigade  to  left,  trying  to  fill  the 
gap. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 

Brevet  Major- General, 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1805—6  jj.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 
The  major-general  coinmanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  at  once 
intrench  the  line  you  now  hold.    See  that  your  left  is  connected  with 
Warren's  right.    General  Mott  is  ordered  to  resume  command  of  De 
Trobriand's  brigade. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WniTTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
General  Miles: 

You  can  call  in  your  party  working  on  the  Dabney  Mill  road.  You 
must  make  your  line  very  strong  by  intrenching  and  slashing.  Please 
send  approximate  report  by  orderly,  who  brings  this,  of  the  number  of 
men  wounded  to-day  in  your  division,  number  of  men  captured  from  the 
enemy,  and  number  of  battle-flags  captured.  If  you  can  send  accurate 
report  this  evening,  please  do  so  in  addition  to  this. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1805—0.30  p.  m. 
[Colonel  Whittier:] 

Colonel  :  I  think  I  have  lost  about  400  men  killed  and  wounded, 
and  captured  one  battle-flag.  My  i)rovost-marshal  sent  something 
more  than  300  prisoners,  including  4  officers,  captured  by  this  divis- 
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ion,  to  corps  headquarters ;  the  Fourth  Brigade  sent  in  160  prisoners 
besides  the  above ;  the  Third  Brigade  sent  in  124.  I  think  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  prisoners  captured  by  this  division  passed  in  through 
the  Fifth  Corps  Hues.  I  request  that  my  pickets  now  in  front  of  part 
of  the  Third  Division  inav  be  relieved  by  troops  from  that  division. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headqttakter!^  SiocoND  Aemt  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

First  Division: 

General  Mott  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  your  pickets  in  front  of  his 
line.    Headquarters  of  the  corps  will  be  to-night  a  little  more  than  half 
a  mile  from  Mrs.  Rainey's  house. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaeters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  battle-flag  late  of  the  Forty- 
seveuth  Alabama  Regiment,  captured  to-day  by  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  New  York  Volunteers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865 — 5.50  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Ool.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  is  in  the  position  ordered 
last  evening. 

WM.  HAYS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31, 1865—4.10  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
The  general  commanding  desires  to  know  what  time  you  relieve  Gen- 
eral Miles.    Please  answer  at  once. 

C.  J.  MILLS. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865  ■ 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
I  have  relieved  General  Miles'  troops  at  4.30  a.  m. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Mrs.  Bainey's,  March  31,  1865 — 8.50  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division,: 
General:  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  capture,  if 
possible,  some  of  the  pickets  iu  our  front,  and  ascertain  to  what  force 
they  belong,  after  which  he  desires  that  they  be  sent  to  these  head- 
quarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  MILLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

He  also  desires  me  to  state  that  General  De  Trobriand's  brigade  will 
be  used  as  a  reserve  for  yourself  or  for  General  Hays  if  he  should  call 
for  re-enforcements. 

C.  J.  MILLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
General  Mott: 

From  all  I  can  learn  from  deserters  the  main  line  of  the  enemy  is  on 
the  other  side  of  Hatchers'  Eun  between  Crow  house  and  Boydton, 
and  that  they  have  small  force  this  side  of  the  run  between  those 
points.  Don't  you  think  that  this  part  of  the  line  can  be  held  by  one 
brigade  ot  yours  and  Hays'  divisions,  so  that  you  can  draw  out  a  brigade 
and  bring  down  here  where  the  attack  is  being  made.    Send  answer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865— 12.30  p.  m. 

General  Mott  : 

General  Humphreys  directs  that  if  you  don't  find  the  enemy  in  force 
and  it  is  practicable  you  withdraw  one  of  your  brigades  from  the  line 
and  hold  it  in  reserve  iu  rear  of  your  line  ready  to  move  it  where  it  may 
be  needed. 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 

March  31,  1865— 13.30  p.  m. 
[General  Humphreys:] 

General:  Both  of  my  brigades  are  attacking  with  part  of  their 
strength.  1  dou't  like  to  withdraw  until  I  know  the  result.  General 
De  Trobriand  is  here  with  his  brigade. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—1.05  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  General  McAllister  attacked  with  part  of  his  brigade, 
drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  went  within  100  yards  of  his  works. 
He  found  a  strong  line  of  works  well  manned  and  with  a  close  abatis. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—1.12  p.  m. 
General  Mott: 

Dispatch  about  McAllister  received.  De  Trobriand  now  connects 
with  your  left  and  is  subject  to  your  orders.  General  H.  says  he  may 
have  to  move  you  still  farther  to  the  left. 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—1.30  p.  m. 
General  Mott: 

General  Hays  has  been  notified  that  your  line  has  been  somewhat 
weakened,  and  has  been  directed  to  furnish  support  to  you  upon  your 
applying  to  him  for  the  same. 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865— 3  o'clock. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General  :  The  general  commanding  the  corps  wishes  you  to  be  siire 
to  keep  your  connection  with  De  Trobriand's  right,  (ieneral  Miles 
may  draw  oft"  trooxis  from  De  Trobriand's  right.  You  will  please  see 
that  no  gap  is  left,  calling  upon  Hays  for  his  reserve  brigade  (which 
will  be  in  rear  of  your  right)  whenever  you  may  liecd  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Seoonu  Akmy  Corps, 

March  31,  1805 — 4.3o  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott,  Commandinn  Third  Division: 

General:  General  Miles  is  moving  to  the   left.    General  Hum- 
phreys directs  that  you  keep  De  Trobriand  moving  to  the  left  in  con- 
nection, and  that  you  keep  up  the  connection  with  him  (De  Trobriand). 
Send  for  the  brigade  of  the  Second  Division  if  you  need  it. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humi)hreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31, 1865— 5.50  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott,  Commanding  Third  Division  : 

The  general  commanding  the  corps  wishes  you  to  make  your  line 
very  strong  by  intrenching  and  slashing. 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutamt-Oeneral, 


Headquarter,'*  Second  Army  Coups, 

March  31,  1865 — 5.50  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott  : 

You  will  now  resume  command  of  General  De  Trobriand's  division 

[brigade]  and  communicate  with  General  Miles.    General  Miles  has 

been  advised  that  you  will  resume  command.    You  will  please  have 

whatever  force  of  your  line  is  not  now  intrenched  intrenched  at  once. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott,  Gommandinf/  Third  Division  : 

General  Miles  reports  that  he  has  pickets  in  front  of  part  of  the  line 
now  occupied  by  your  division ;  you  will  ijlease  relieve  them  as  soon  as 
possible.    Headquarters  Mill  be  brought  down  the  Quaker  road  about 
half  a  mile  from  Mrs.  Eainey's  house. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjvta  n  t-  General. 


March  31, 18G5— 10  a.  m. 
Major  Driver,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Major:  Does  not  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  think  that 
my  position  is  too  far  to  the  left,  in  consequence  of  your  last  note?    If 
called  upon  to  re-enforce  the  Second  Division  am  I  not  very  far  from  it 
to  be  promptly  on  the  ground? 
RespectfiiUy,  yours, 

E.  DE  TEOBEIAJTD, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headqttaktkks  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Ooeps, 

March  31,  1865. 
Brig.  Geii.  li.  de  Trobriand, 

Gommandinn  First  Brigade: 
General:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  General  Hays,  cominiiiidiDg  Second  Division,  has  been 
directed  to  relieve  at  once  the  line  and  pickets  of  this  division  as  far  as 
practicable.  Immediately  upon  being  relieved  the  troops  of  this  divis- 
ion will  relieve  those  of  General  Miles  as  far  as  the  Boydton  road. 
Staff  officers  from  these  headquarters  will  be  upon  the  line.  The  Second 
and  Third  Brigades  will  occupy  the  new  line. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  E.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. , 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade, 

March  31^,1865:. 
Major  Driver: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  hereby  two  rebel  prisoners.. 
We  advanced,  and  the  first  line  was  driven.  They  are  near  tue  ravine- 
now,  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire.  I  have  sent  re-enforcements  to  our 
left.    I  don't  think  we  can  do  anything. 

R.  MCALLISTER,, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General.. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Beig,,  Third  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps. 

March  31,  1865. 
f Major  Driver: J 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  a  reconnaissance  of 
fifty  men  sent,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Harrington,  Eleventh  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  in  compliance  with  orders  received  from  division 
headquarters.  The  party  advanced  about  fifty  yards  in  front  of  our 
pickets  to  within  about  fifteen  yards  of  the  enemy's  rifle-pits.  They 
were  found  to  be  a  large  and  continuous  line  of  pits,  making  a  double 
line  of  battle.  They  at  once  opened  a  heavy  fire,  which  prevented  our 
small  force  from  advancing  any  farther,  and  kept  up  the  fire  until  we 
were  obliged  to  fall  back  to  our  line  of  works. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  MCALLISTER, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865—7.30  a.  m.     (Received  7.42  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren: 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  report  the  position  of  your  - 
troops  this  a.  m. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Utaff.     ' 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
March  31, 1865—7.35  \7.45f\  a.  m.    (Keceived  8  a.  m.) 

General  Wijbb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Griffin's  troops  will  be  massed  near  Mrs.  Butler's;  General 
Ayres  near  S.  Dabney's;  General  Crawford  about  half  way  between. 
They  are  along  a  wood  road  running  from  near  Mrs.  Butler's  to  W. 
Dabney's,  on  the  White  Oak  road.  It  is  not  practicable  now  for  wheels 
and  there  is  a  very  difficult  branch  of  Gravelly  Itun  that  runs  south 
from  the  White  Oak  Eidge,  joining  the  main  stream  at  the  crossing  of 
the  plank  road,  which  will  take  a  long  time  to  make  practicable  for 
wagons.  I  have  all  the  pioneers  I  can  spare  at  work  on  it.  I  will  send 
jou  a  sketch. 

Eespectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Oeneral. 

(Copy  sent  by  Webb  to  Humphreys.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31, 1865— S.25  a.  m.     (Received  8.40  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Cien.  G.  K.  Wakren, 

Fifth  Corps: 

There  is  firing  along  Humphreys'  front.  The  major-general  command- 
ing desires  you  be  ready  to  send  your  reserve,  if  it  should  be  called  for, 
to  support  Humphreys.    There  will  be  no  movement  of  troops  to-day. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- Oeneral. 

(Copy  sent  by  Webb  to  Humphreys.) 


Headquarteks  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
March  31,  1805—1^.40  [a.  m.]     (Sent  9.30  a.  m.) 

General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  of  8.25  is  just  received.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  mus- 
ketry firing  going  on  in  our  lines  by  the  men  firing  off  their  guns  to 
put  in  fresh  loads.  Unless  I  break  loose  entirely  from  General  Hum- 
phreys, 1  think  the  force  he  sent  to  relieve  General  Griffin  is  much  more 
than  under  any  circumstances  could  be  needed  there.  My  troops  are, 
however,  at  all  times  as  ready  to  move  as  it  is  possible  to  keep  them 
for  a  long  time.  If  the  enemy  break  General  Humphreys'  line  at  any 
time,  or  threaten  to  do  so,  I  shall  not  wait  for  orders  to  assist  him  if  I 
can. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- Oeneral  of  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
March  31,  1865—9.40  a.  m.    (Eeceived  10.30  a.  m.) 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff:  ■    • 

I  have  just  received  report  from  General  Ayres  tliat  the  enemy  have 
their  pickets  still  this  side  of  the  White  Oak  road  so  that  their  com- 
munication is  continuous  along  it.  I  have  sent  out  word  to  him  to 
try  and  drive  them  off  or  develop  with  what  force  the  road  is  held  by 
them. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Major-Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Armies  Operating  against  Richmond, 

March  31, 1805 — 10.30  a.  m.     (Eeceived  11.40  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
Your  dispatch  giving  Ayres'  position  is  received.    General  Meade 
directs  that  should  you  determine  by  your  reconnaissance  that  you  can 
get  possession  of  and  hold  the  White  Oak  road  you  are  to  do  so  not- 
withstanding the  orders  to  suspend  operations  to-day. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  31, 1865 — 1  p.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Ayres  made  an  advance  with  a  small  force  at  10  a.  m.,  which 
the  enemy  drove  back  and  followed  up  in  heavy  force,  compelling  both 
Ayres  and  Crawford  to  fall  back  on  Griftin,  and  of  course  in  much  con- 
fusion. Griflfln's  troops  held  the  enemy  at  the  run,  west  of  the  plank 
road".  General  Miles'  division  afterward  attacked  the  enemy  and  were 
forced  back  on  my  right.  My  skirmish  line  in  front  of  Griffin  (most  of 
it)  has  advanced  on  the  left.  I  am  going  to  send  forward  a  brigade  from 
my  left,  supported  by  all  I  can  get  of  Crawford  and  Ayres,  and  attack, 
swinging  on  our  right.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  this,  and  it 
will  take  place  about  1.45  p.  m.,  if  the  enemy  does  not  attack  sooner. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865— 2.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  following  received  from  General  Humphreys : 

From  the  prisoners  taken  it  is  apparent  that  the  left  of  Pickett's  division  is  oppo- 
site the  center  of  Miles.  An  advance  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  swinging  round,  must  nec- 
essarily take  Pickett  on  his  right  flank.     Pickett  is  the  right  of  their  line. 

A.  A.  H., 
Major-Qene/ral. 
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Since  Miles  is  already  well  forward  from  your  right  flank  the  general 
commanding  considers  that  that  must  be  secure.  Miles  is  ordered  to 
take  the  enemy's  works  supported  by  his  own  corps.  You  will  see  the 
necessity  of  moving  as  soon  as  possible. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


[March  31, 1865]— 3.40  p.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  We  have  driven  the  enemy,  I  think,  into  his  works.  The 
prisoners  report  General  Lee  here  to-day,  and  that  their  breast-works  are 
full  of  men.  We  have  prisoners  from  a  portion  of  Pickett's  and  John- 
son's divisions.  The  enemy  fire  artillery  up  the  White  Oak  road  from 
their  works  nearly  a  mile  to  our  right  of  where  we  struck  the  road.  At 
this  point  their  right  retires  to  the  rear.  I  have  just  seen  General 
Miles,  who  is  close  up,  he  says,  to  their  works,  which  have  heavy  abatis 
in  theii-  front. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Major-Oeiieral. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  31, 1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
Secure  your  position  and  protect  as  well  as  possible  your  left  flank. 
Word  has  been  sent  to  Sheridan,  and  it  is  believed  that  he  is  pushing 
up.  Humphreys  will  be  ordered  to  push  up  and  to  connect  with  your 
right.  Ton  might,  if  you  think  it  worth  while,  push  a  small  force 
down  the  White  Oak  road  and  try  to  communicate  with  Sheridan,  but 
they  must  take  care  not  to  fire  into  his  advance. 
By  order  of  General  Meade : 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  31, 1805 — 5.15  p.  m.    (Received  5.45  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Warren  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  push  a  brigade  down 
the  White  Oak  road  to  open  it  for  General  Sheridan,  and  support  the 
same  if  necessary. 

A,  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

p,  S. — The  firing  is  so  near  that  the  general  presumes  that  the  com- 
mand will  not  have  far  to  go.  The  distance  you  will  push  out  must 
depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  movement  and  the  support  you  can 
give  them. 

A.  S.  W. 
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Maeoh  31,  1865—5.50  p.  m. 
General  Webb  : 

I  have  just  seen  an  ofQcer  and  a  sergeant  from  General  Sheridan, 
who  were  cut  off  in  an  attack  by  the  ensmy  and  escaped.  From  what 
they  say  our  cavalry  was  attacked  about  noon  by  cavalry  and  infantry 
and  rapidly  driven  back,  two  divisions  (Crook's  and  Devin's)  being 
engaged.  The  firing  seems  to  recede  from  me  toward  Dinwiddle.  I 
have  sent  General  Bartlett  and  my  escort  in  that  direction,  but  I  think 
they  cannot  be  in  time.  I  hear  cannonading  that  I  think  is  from  near 
Diuwiddie  Court-House. 
liespectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquaeters  Akmt  op  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Waeren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

A  staff  officer  of  General  Merritt's  has  made  a  report  that  l;he  enemy 
has  penetrated  between  Sheridan's  main  command  and  your  position. 
This  is  a  portion  of  Pickett's  division.  Let  the  force  ordered  to  move 
out  the  White  Oak  road  move  down  the  Boydton  plank  road  as 
promptly  as  possible. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  31, 1865—6.30  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

I  have  ordered  General  Pearson,  with  three  regiments  that  are  now 
on  the  plank  road,  right  down  toward  Dinwiddie  Court  House.  I  will 
let  Bartlett  work  and  report  result,  as  it  is  too  late  to  stop  him.  We 
can  see  the  enemy's  breast-works  for  two  miles  east  along  the  White 
Oak  road.  If  they  are  well  manned  they  cannot  be  carried.  I  am 
within  200  yards  of  where  they  turn  off  north  from  the  White  Oak 
road. 

Resi)ectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31, 1865—7.30  p.  m.    (Received  8  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren: 

Dispatches  from  General  Sheridan  say  he  was  forced  back  to  Dinwid- 
die Court-House  by  a  strong  force  of  ca\alry,  supported  by  infantry. 
This  leaves  your  rear  and  that  of  the  Second  Corps  on  the  Boydtou 
plank  open  and  will  require  great  vigilance  on  your  part.  If  you  have 
sent  the  brigade  down  the  Boydton  plank  it  should  not  go  farther  than 
Gravelly  Run,  as  I  don't  think  it  will  render  any  service  but  to  protect 
youi'  rear.* 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

*  From  oiiginal.    For  dispatch  as  received  by  Warreu,  see  Part  I,  p.  818, 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—8.20  p.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  sent  General  Bartlett  out  on  the  road  running  south 
from  the  "White  Oak  road  and  left  him  there.  He  is  nearly  down  to  the 
crossing  of  Gravelly  Eun.  This  will  prevent  the  enemy  communicat- 
ing by  that  road  to-night.  I  have  about  two  regiments  and  the  artillery 
to  hold  the  plank  road  toward  Dinwiddle  Court- House.  It  seems  to  me 
the  enemy  cannot  remain  between  me  and  Dinwiddle  if  Sheridan  keeps 
fighting  them,  and  I  believe  they  will  have  to  fall  back  to  the  Five 
Forks.  If  I  haA'e  to  move  to-night  I  shall  leave  a  good  many  men  who 
have  lost  their  way.  Does  General  Sheridan  still  hold  Dinwiddle  Court- 
Housel 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31, 1865 — 8.30  p.  m.     (Eeceived  8.35  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Warren: 

The  probability  is  that  we  will  have  to  contract  our  lines  to-night. 
You  will  be  required  to  hold,  if  possible,  the  Boydton  plank  road  and 
to  Gravelly  Run ;  Humphreys  and  Ord  along  the  run.  Be  prepared  to 
do  this  upon  short  notice. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  31, 1865—8.40  p.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  line  along  the  plank  road  is  very  strong.  One  division,  with  my 
artillery,  I  think  can  hold  it  if  we  are  not  thieatened  south  of  Gravelly 
Run,  east  of  the  plank  road.  General  Humphreys  and  my  batteries,  I 
think,  could  hold  this  securely,  and  let  nie  move  down  and  attack  the 
enemy  at  Din^viddle  on  one  side  and  Slieridan  on  the  other.  From 
Bartlett's  position  they  will  have  to  make  a  considerable  d6t<mr  to 
re-enforce  their  troops  at  that  point  from  the  north.  Unless  Sheridan 
has  been  too  badly  handled,  I  think  we  have  a  chance  for  an  open  field 
fight  that  should  be  made  use  of. 
Kespectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEElSr, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
March  31, 1865—9  p.  m.    (Eeceived  9.17  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

You  will,  by  the  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding,  draw 
back  at  once  to  your  position  within  the  Boydton  plank  road  and  send 
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a  division  down  to  Dinwiddie  Oourt-House  to  report  to  General  Sheri- 
dan. This  division  will  go  down  the  Boydton  plank  road.  Send  Grif- 
fin's division.    General  Humphreys  will  hold  to  Mrs.  Butler's. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Mujor-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Htaff. 


Headqtjaetbes  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

March  31, 1865— 9.20 p.  m.     (Eeceived  9.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Waeken, 

Fifth  Corps: 
The  division  to  be  sent  to  Sheridan  will  start  at  once.     You  are  to 
be  held  free  to  act  within  the  Boydton  plaiLk  road.    General  Hum- 
phreys will  hold  to  the  road  and  the  return. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  31, 1865— 9.40 p.  m.    (Eeceived  10,15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
Since  your  dispatch  of  8.20  this  p.  m.  the  general  commanding  finds 
that  it  is  impossible  for  Bartlett  to  join  Griftin  in  time  to  move  with 
any  promptitude  down  the  Boydton  plank  road.  He  therefore  directs 
that  you  send  another  good  brigade  to  join  Griffin  in  the  place  of 
Bartlett  for  this  movement.  Sheridan  was  attacked  by  four  brigades, 
one  from  Gordon's  corps,  three  from  Pickett's — possibly  by  two  from 
Gordon's,  one  of  them  being  Hoke's  old  brigade. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  ' 

March  31,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

Your  dispatch  of  9.20  is  just  received.  I  had  already  sent  out  my 
orders,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy.*  You  asked  General  Griffin  to 
be  sent  to  General  Sheridan  and  at  once.  It  will  take  so  much  time  to 
get  his  command  together  that  1  withdraw  the  other  divisions  first, 
they  being  unengaged,  but  this  will  not  retard  General  Griffin.  The 
bridge  is  broken  on  the  plank  road,  and  will  take  I  hardly  know  how 
long  to  make  passable  for  infantry.  I  sent  an  officer  to  examine  it  as 
soon  as  your  first  order  was  received.  He  now  reports  it  not  fordable 
for  infantry.  It  requires  a  span  of  forty  feet  to  complete  the  bridge, 
and  the  stream  is  too  deep  to  ford.  Nevertheless,  I  will  use  everything 
I  can  get  to  make  it  passable  by  the  time  General  Griffin's  division 
reaches  it. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAREEN, 

Major-General. 

*  See  General  Orders  No.  23,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  9.35  p.  m.,  March  31,  p.  368. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  31, 1865—10.1.5  p.  m.     (Eeceived  10.48  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Warren,  Fifth  Corps : 

Send  GrifBti  promptly,  as  ordered,  by  the  Boydton  plank  road,  but 
move  the  balance  of  your  command  by  the  road  Bartlett  is  on,  and 
strike  the  enemy  in  rear,  who  is  between  him  and  Dinwiddie.  General 
Sheridan  reported  his  last  position  as  north  of  Dinwiddie  Court-House, 
near  Dr.  Smith's,  the  enemy  holding  the  cross-roads  at  that  point. 
Should  the  enemy  turn  on  you  your  line  of  retreat  will  be  by  J.  M. 
Brooks'  and  R.  Boisseau's,  on  Boydton  plank  road  (see  1-inch  map). 
You  must  be  very  prompt  in  this  movement,  and  get  the  forks  of  the 
road  at  J.  M.  Brooks'  before  the  enemy,  so  as  to  open  the  road*  to 
R.  Boisseau's.  The  enemy  will  probably  retire  toward  the  Five  Forks, 
that  being  the  direction  of  their  main  attack  this  day.  Don't  encumber 
yourself  with  anything  that  will  impede  your  progress  or  prevent  your 
moving  in  any  direction  across  the  country.  Let  me  know  when  Grif&n 
starts  and  when  you.  start.    Acknowledge  receix)t. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—10.55  p.  m. 
General  Meade: 

I  issued  my  orders  on  General  Webb's  first  dispatch  to  fall  back, 
which  made  the  divisions  retire  in  the  order  of  Ayres,  Crawford,  and 
Griffin,  which  was  the  order  they  could  most  rapidly  move  in.  I  can- 
not change  them  to-night  without  producing  confusion  thatvnll  render 
all  my  operations  nugatory.  1  will  now  send  General  Ayres  to  Gen- 
eral Sheridan,  and  take  General  Griffin  and  General  Crawford  to 
move  against  the  enemy,  as  this  last  dispatcli  directs  I  should.  I  can- 
not accomplish  the  apparent  objects  of  the  orders  I  have  received. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  31, 1865 — 11.45  p.  vi.     (Received  1  a.  m.  April  1.) 
Major-General  Warren,  Fifth  Corps : 

A  dispatch,  partially  transmitted,  is  received,  indicating  the  bridge 
over  Gravelly  Run  is  destroyed,  and  time  will  be  required  to  rebuild  it. 
If  this  is  the  case,  would  not  time  be  gained  by  sending  the  troops  by 
the  Quaker  road?  Time  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  Sheridan  can- 
not maintain  himself  at  Dinwiddie  without  re  enforcements,  and  yours 
are  the  only  ones  that  can  be  sent.  Use  every  exertion  to  get  the  troops 
to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  If  necessary,  send  troops  by  both  roads 
and  give  up  the  rear  attack. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

If  Sheridan  is  not  re-enforced  in  timet  and  compelled  to  fall  back  he 
will  retire  by  the  Vaughan  road. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 

*In  dispatch  as  received  by  Warren  tlie  words  "the  road"  are  omitted, 
tin  a  duplicate  of  this  dispatch  the  words  "in  time"  are  omitted. 
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General  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  [23J.  j  March  31,  1865—9.35  p.  m. 

*»**##♦ 

I.  General  Ayres  will  immediately  withdraw  his  division  back  to 
where  it  was  massed  yesterday  near  the  Boydton  plank  road. 

II.  General  Crawford  will  follow  General  Ayres  and  mass  his  troops 
behind  the  intrenchments  near  Mrs.  Butler's. 

III.  General  GrifSn  will  immediately  withdraw  General  Bartlett  to 
his  present  position,  then  move  back  to  the  plank  road  and  down  it  to 
Dinwiddie  Court- House  and  report  to  General  Sheridan. 

IV.  Captain  Horrell  with  the  escort  will  remain  where  General 
Griffin's  headquarters  now  are  till  daybreak  and  then  come  back  to  the 
plank  road  bringing  in  all  stragglers. 

V.  Division commandersiu  executing  this  movement,  which  is  ordered 
by  General  Meade,  [sic]  to  See  that  none  of  their  pickets  or  any  por- 
tion of  their  troops  are  left  behind. 

VI.  General  Ayres  and  General  Crawford  will  hav* their  troops  under 
arms  at  daybreak,  and  the  chief  of  artillery  will  have  all  the  batteries 
in  readiness  to  move. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Warren : 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Order.]  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—11  p.  m. 
General  Griffin  and  General  Crawford  will  mass  their  divisions  at 
the  point  at  which  this  order  reaches  them  and  report  their  positions 
by  the  officer  that  brings  it.    A  change  of  plan  makes  this  necessary. 

G.  K.  WAREEN, 

Major-General. 


Headqxtarters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March  31, 1865.    (Received  6.10  a.  m.) 
Col.  Fred.  T.  Locke,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Sdqrs.  Fifth  Corps : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  line  of  pickets  now 
extending  to  the  Dabney  house  may  be  relieved  by  other  troops  as 
soon  as  my  division  takes  up  its  new  position.  I  would  relieve  them 
by  other  troops  of  this  division,  but  those  troops  now  on  are  so  well 
tired  out  (having  been  on  picket  at  the  last  position  on  the  Vaughan 
road),  that  I  can't  expect  much  service  from  them  to-day,  and  the  effec- 
tive force  of  the  division  would  thus  be  reduced. 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  31, 1865—6.15  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Ayres,  Comdg.  Second  Div.,  Fifth  Corps: 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  just  received  the  major-general 
commanding  directs  me  [to  say]  that  the  matter  of  relieving  the  pickets 
will  be  attended  [to]  at  once. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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l-lEADyUAllTEKS   FlFTlI   AllMY   CoRl'S, 

March  30  [3]],  lti(i5 — 6'.7.'7  «.  m. 
General  Ayrks: 

General:  Diuiug  the  night  I  received  a  dispatcli  of  which  the 
inclosed  is  a  co])y.*  I  infer  from  that  that  the  small  force  of  General 
Merritt,  which  gained  the  Whiter  Oak  road,  fell  back  again  a  short  dis- 
tance. The  point  called  "Five  Forks"  alluded  to  is  on  the  AVhite  Oak 
road,  about  four  miles  due  west  from  S.  Dabney's.  You  must  therefoie 
have  your  dispositions  nnide  to  look  out  for  any  force  <;oining  against 
your  left  Hank  from  the  west  as  well  as  from  the  nortli.  General  Craw- 
ford is  to  mass  at  the  "negro  house"  in  a  field  which  you  passed  on  your 
way  out.  General  Griffin  is  where  you  camju'd  last  iiiglit.  I  send  you 
a  tracing.! 

G.  K.  WAKIIEN,  - 
Major-  General,  Gonimandiiifj. 
FllKD.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjntaut-Oeiwral. 


HEADQI  ARTKRS    FiFTH   AR3IY   CORPS, 

March  31,  1805 — 11  p.  1>:. 
General  Ayres: 

General:  Instead  of  halting  your  command  as  directed  in  your  last 
order  you  will  proceed  down  the  plank  road  to  Dinwiddle  Courtllouse, 
and  report  to  General  Sheridan.    Send  a  staff  officer  to  report  here  at 
this  house  when  the  head  of  your  column  gets  here. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FKED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Breret-Cohmel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Geiivral. 


Headquarters  Secjond  Division,  Kiftii  (Jorps, 

March  31,  1803. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Winthrop, 

Commanding  First  Briyudc: 
General:  General  Ayres  directs  uie  to  say  that  if  it  is  dark  at  5 
o'clock  you  need  not  move  out  until  you  have,  in  your  own  opinion, 
sufficient  light.    Please  send  word  when  you  move. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servaTit, 

'        '  W.  W.  SWAN, 

Brevet  Major,  V.  S.  Army,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headqiarters  Second  Division,  I-'iftii  Corps, 

March  31,  1805. 

(Col.   K.  N.  BOWERMAN. 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 
Colonel  :  The  division  picket  officer  reports  that  your  pickets  do 
not  connect  with  anything  on  the  left.    As  your  brigade  is  co\-enng  the 

»Sec  Wel)l)  to  Waneii,  9.45  i>.  m.,  cmliodyins  Sheridan  to  Grant,  7  j).  in.,  Miircli  30, 

V.306.  .     , 

tNot  found  as  au  luclosnrc. 
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left  flank  of  the  corps  the  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  give  this 
your  especial  attention,  strengthening  your  lines  and  extending  them 
farther  to  the  left  and  lear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  SWAN, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  *S'.  Arviy,  and  Acting  Assifttavt  Adjutant- 6 eneral. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March  ,5J,  1865—12.30  a.  m. 

Brigade  commanders  will  be  ready  to  move  promptly  at  5  o'clock 
this  morning.  General  Winthrop  leading,  left  in  front,  will  without 
further  orders  take  up  a  position  near  the  Dabney  house.  General 
Gwyn  will  follow  General  Winthrop,  followed  in  turn  by  General  Deni- 
son.  There  will  be  as  little  disturbance  as  possible. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Ayres: 

W.  W.  SWAN, 
Brevet  Major  and  Actinfj  Aimistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

March  31, 1865. 
The  division  will  immediately  be  drawn  back  to  where  it  was  massed 
yesterday,  near  the  Boydton  ])lank  road.  The  troops  will  move  in  the 
following  order :  First  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  Second  Brigade.  Each 
brigade  commander  will  withdraw  his  own  pickets,  and  the  greatest  care 
will  be  taken  to  see  that  none  of  them  nor  any  others  are  left  behind. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Geueral  Ayres : 

W.  Yf.  SWAN, 
Brevet  Major  and,  Aetinf/  Asaistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  30  [31],  1865—7  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major- General  Crawford: 

Withdraw  all  your  pickets  south  of  those  established  by  General 
Ayres;  then  move  with  your  Avhole  division  out  and  mass  it  by  a  house 
occupied  by  a  colored  man,  and  then  replace  General  Ayres'  pickets 
from  left  of  General  Humphreys  up  to  a  point  north  of  the  negro's 
house;  make  your  headquarters  at  that  house.  Leave  the  pioneers  of 
two  brigades  to  begin  to  make  a  bridge  across  the  stream  for  the  pas- 
sage of  artillery.  Major  Cope  will  go  with  you  and  assist  you  in  carry- 
ing out  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
March  31,  1865—1.25  a.  m.     (Received  1.35  a,  m.) 
Major-Geueral  Webb  : 

Deserters  in  from  Scales'  and  MacRae's  report — the  former,  that  their 
brigade  went  to  the  right  night  before  last  and  were  replaced  by  Cox's 
brigade  of  Gordon's  corps;  the  latter,  that  their  brigade  and  McComb's 
moved  as  above.    Your  dispatches  of  this  a.  m.  are  received,  and  orders 
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will  be  issued  for  getting  ready  lor  the  attack  at  once.  If  others  can- 
not get  ready  please  notify  me  at  once,  so  that  I  may  stop  all  niove- 
nieuts  before  daylight. 

II.  (;.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Hkadqiarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  SI,  ISUns.lO  a.  m. 
Major-Gcneral  Webb: 

Orders  have  gone  for  tlie  corps  to  be  in  position  as  designated  by 
daylight,  though  the  time  is  short.  It  is  of  so  much  importance  to  any 
luture  success  tliat  the  movement  of  thetroops  should  not  be  shoAvu  to  the 
enemy  that  I  would  ask  that  finy  countermanding  orders,  based  upou 
the  insufHciency  of  time  for  the  others  to  get  ready,  be  sent  me  at 
once.  If  the  troojjs  are  to  return  I  would  like  to  have  them  back  iu 
their  camps  by  daylight. 

il.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  31, 1865. 
General  Webb: 

At  10  a.  m.  enemy  moved  two  pieces  light  artillery  (I2-pounders) 
from  rear  line,  placing  them  in  small  battery  in  front  line  north  from 
station.  At  10.30  a.  m.  same  guns  were  taken  out  of  fort  and  now 
stand  on  Boydton  road  headed  toward  city.  Three  guns  that  were  in 
enemy's  works  in  front  of  Hammond's  have  disappeared.  Pickets 
relieved  at  10.30  a.  m.,  portion  of  them  returned  to  camp  near  Dag- 
gett's, the  remainder  to  camp  in  rear  of  pines. 

W  [RIGHT]. 


Headquarjers  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865—12.40  p.  m. 
General  A.  S.  Webb  : 

I  infer  from  the  reports  from  my  line  and  signal  tower  tliat  no  great 
change  has  taken  place  in  my  front  other  than  the  withdrawal  of  part 
of  the  troops  to  points  in  rear  of  their  line,  where  they  are  evidently 
held  ready  for  movement  in  any  direction. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major  General. 


Ord'S   HEAUyUARTERS, 

March  31,  1865—1  p.  m. 
General  Wright: 

My  left  has  advanced ;  captured  140  prisoners.  If  you  keep  a  brigade 
massed  this  side  the  slough  on  my  right  Ave  can  punish  the  enemy  if 
he  comes  on  my  right. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General, 
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March  31,  1865—1.20  p.  m. 
Majoi-General  Ord: 

I  now  Lave  a  brigade  on  your  side  of  the  slough,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Fort  Sampson.  Do  you  desire  to  advance;  and,  if  so,  to  what 
point?    That  is,  in  what  direction  and  how  far  from  Fort  Sampson  ? 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Ord's  Hbadquartkrs, 

March  31,  1865. 
General  Wright: 

I  think  there  is  no  serious  attack  yet,  and  that  the  enemy  are  shell- 
ing our  working.parties.  Most  of  the  musketry  firing  is  from  our  own 
men. 

E.  O.  G.  OKI), 

Major-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 

General  Ord  reports  that  the  enemy's  line  in  his  front  has  been 
strengthened  with  troops  brought  from  the  enemy's  left.  This  may 
forbode  an  attack  on  his  line  and  an  attempt  to  come  in  on  our  left 
tlank.  All  the  troops,  with  the  exception  of  the  garrisons  and  the  one- 
tenth  of  the  force  (required  to  hold  the  rifle-pits)  should  beheld  in  per- 
fect readiness  to  move  toward  that  poiiit. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assixtant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

Blarch  31, 1865. 
Division  commanders  will  have  their  troops  under  arms  at  4  a.  m. 
to-morrow,  and  will  remain  so  until  one  hour  after  daylight;  also  at  4 
a.  m.  the  picket-lines  of  the  respective  divisions  will  be  supported  by 
two  regiments  (or  more  if  the  division  commanders  should  deem  it 
advisable)  at  least  equal  in  strength  to  the  present  picket  detail,  to 
remain  in  position  mitil  it  is  light  enough  to  plainly  distinguish  the 
enemy's  position.  The  artillery  will  also  be  held  in  readiness  as  above. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Ansintant  A djutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1863— ~\15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Your  dispatch  of  1  a.  m.  with  dispatch  from  the  lieutenant-general 
and  also  a  dispatch  to  General  Wright  received.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  assembling  and  massing  my  reserved  trooi)s  in  the  man- 
ner suggested  by  the  major-general  commanding  in  his  dispatch  to 
Major-General  Wright,  of  10.40  p.  m.  of  the  29th.    I  will  notify  you  as 


Chap.  l.Vltl.i  CORRKSPONDENOE,  ETC. — UNION.  373 


soon  as  these  troops  are  massed.  The  usual  amount  of  picket-firing  is 
kept  up  along  my  lines.  General  Willcox  reports  that  a  deserter  Irom 
the  First  Louisiana  came  in  about  11  o'clock,  who  states  there  is  no 
change  in  the  enemy's  force  in  our  front. 

JNO.  (4.  PAltKE, 

Major-  General. 


IlEADtjtiAitTKiis  Ninth  Ai?my  Corps, 

March  ST,  imr>—10J0  a.  on. 
Major-General  Wkbh, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

All  quiet  this  a.  m.  on  my  front.  Picket-iiring  kept  up  through  the 
night.  One  deserter  from  Second  North  Carolina  Battalion  left  tlip 
picket-line  about  midnight.  Heard  from  the  main  line  at  sundown. 
No  movement  known,  nor  orders  in  his  brigade  at  that  time.  Colonel 
Sanders,  commanding  Second  I'ennsylvauia  Cavalry,  reports  return  of 
sc(mting  parties  and  all  quiet  at  lieams'  Station,  ])lank  road  crossing 
of  Stony  Creek,  and  at  Doctor  Bryant's.  Scouting  parties  from  Prince 
George  Court-House  report  all  quiet. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  HI,  1fiC>rj—ll  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Five  deserters  have  just  been  reported,  two  from  Fifth  Louisiana,  one 
from  Seventh  Louisiana,  one  from  Sixth  Louisiana,  one  from  Twenty- 
sixth  Georgia.  Three  of  these  men  left  the  picket-lino  about  reveille. 
Heard  of  no  movement  in  their  immediate  lines,  excepting  that  Cox's 
brigade  came  into  the  main  line  since  the  25th  and  are  now  on  Gordon's 
left. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 


Headqxiarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  Hi,  1805—2.30  a.  m. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox: 

The  contemplated  movement  has  been  suspended.  Tou  will  please 
hold  your  command  as  formerly,  ready  for  any  movement  of  the  enemy, 
ottensivc  or  otherwise. 

JNO.  (i.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headqttarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  18fi5. 
Major-Cieneral  Potter: 
The  as.«ault  is  jmstponed.    You  will  please  suspend  all  movements 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquaktkrs  Second  Division,  IfiNTH  Aemy  Corps, 

March  31,  1805—8.45  p.  m. 
General  Parke  : 

Two  deserters  just  in  from  Forty-third  JSTortU  Carolina  report  that 
twelve  miles  of  South  Side  road  was  destroyed;  saw  a  dozen  of  Sheri- 
dan's men  taken  in  the  aliair.     'Sio  change  in  onr  front. 

E.  B.  rOTTEK, 
Brerei  Major-  General. 

(Forwarded  hy  I'arke  to  Webl),  11  p.  ni.) 


,  Gravklia'  litiN,  March  31,  18(i5 — 1.55  a.  m. 

Major-General  Obd, 

Humphreys'  Station  : 
Tlie  assault  will  not  take  place  in  the  morninf;.     Did  yon  inflict  a 
loss  on  the  enemy  to-day  equal  to  your  own? 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lientenniit-  Genera  1. 


Oud's  TIeadqtiarters, 

March  31,  18(i5 — 2  a.  in. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  think  the  enemy's  loss  was  considerable,  though  not  as  great  as 
ours  on  account  of  nature  of  woods  and  swamps  through  which  we 
approached. 

E.  O.  C.  OliD, 

Major-  General. 


Gravei.ly  Eun,  March  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

No  one  here  has  ordered  your  operators  forward.  Please  order  them 
forward  at  once.  General  Meade  reports  firing  on  Humphreys' left  Jind 
left  center.  Hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  support  him  in  case  he  is 
attacked. 

IJ.  S.  GEANT, 

lAentenant-  General. 


Oud's  Headquarters, 
March  31,  1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

The  enemy  appear  to  be  making  an  attack  on  my  left  in  some  force, 
jierbaps  to  drive  Turner  and  Foster  from  their  positions  near  Crow's 
and  E.  Armstrong's.  The  Second  Corps  should  be  ready  to  attack  on 
their  flank  promptly  if  necessary. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 

(Copy  by  Webb  to  Generals  Hum]>lireys  and  Wright.) 
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Ord's  Headquartkes, 
March  31,  ISfiS.    (Received  10.35  a.  m.) 
General  Meade  : 

The  eannonadiug  is,  I  think,  to  shell  our  working  parties.    Tlie  mus- 
ketry is,  1  think,  from  our  own  men  mostly. 

E.  O.  G.  OED, 

Major- General. 

(Sent  by  Meade  to  Grant  10.38  a.  m.) 


Gravelly  Run,  March  31,  J8G5— 10.40  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Ord: 

Generals  Humphreys  and  Wright  have  been  ordered  to  assist  you  if 
you  are  attacked,  either  by  making  a  direct  attack  or  by  sending  their 
reserves  to  you. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


General  Ord's  Headquarters, 

March  31,  ISHo — 11  a.  m. 
General  Grant: 
The  following  from  the  front,  date  10.20  a.  m. : 

sharp  firing  still  going  on  in  front  of  Foster.  Foster  is  in  center  to  left.  The  fir- 
ing is  going  off  toward  our  right..  General  Turner  has  pushed  his  skirmishers  for- 
ward.    A  nnmher  of  prisoners  are  coming  in. 

GIHBON. 

I  am  in  communication  with  Wright,  who  holds  a  division  ready.  I 
think  my  new  line  strong  enough  to  be  held. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

March  31,  lS(i5 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  U.  S.  Grant: 

Prisoners  in  this  a.  m.,  mostly  Iforth  Carolinians,  report  the  line  in 
my  front  strongly  re-enforced  from  their  left. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Ord's  Headquarteks, 

March  31,  18(>5— 12.05  p.  w. 
General  Meade: 

Turner  has  pushed  two  brigades  forward  till  his  pickets  are  in  sight 
of  enemy's  main  line.  General  Humphreys  should  connect  with  him. 
It  weakens  Turnf  r  to  go  far  up  Hatcher's  Run.  Enemy  re-enforced  in 
my  front  last  night.     One  hundred  and  forty-two  prisoners  in. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 
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(ii.'AVKT^i.Y  llris-,  March  HI,  J.s'6VT — 1:J.:'i(>  p.  m. 
;M!ij<)i-<leiu>ral  Oiii), 

Hiimphrej/s^  Station  . 
Ayres'  division  lias  been  driven  from  near  W.  Dabney's  back  to  the 
Boydton  road.    The  Fifth  Corjjs  is  now  preparing  to  take  the  oftensive 
ill  turn,  aided  by  the  Second  Oori)S.     Keep  the  enemy  busy  in  your 
front  and  if  a  chance  jn-eseiits  itself  for  attacking  do  so. 

r.  S.  GRANT, 

J/teutenant-  General. 


(tEnekai,  Oru's  Headquaeters, 

March  81,  ISfio—S  p.  m. 
General  (TRA^'T: 

Your  dispatch  to  ()ccn])y  the  enemy  received  and  orders  issued. 
They  have  been  kept  pretty  busy  since  0  n.  in.  by  Turner  and  Foster. 
All  my  men  are  still  oc<'ui)ying'  them,  so  that  deserters  in  this  a.  ni. 
rqiort  they  have  strongly  re-enforced  their  line.  Where  it  is  seen  it  is 
reported  by  (leneral  Tinner  as  nuich  cut  up,  heavily  slashed,  and 
deserters  say  has  two  or  three  lines  of  abatis.  AVe  will  soon  learn 
more  of  it. 

K.  O.  V.  OED, 

Major- Genera  I. 


Ord's  Hkauquakters, 

\March\  ,7/,  JS(i5—3  p.  m. 

General  U.  S.  (iRANT: 

1  have  received  re])ort  irom  Turner's  front  (tf  that  part  of  enemy's  line 
which  is  near  him.  It  is  not  favorable  to  an  assault  by  his  men  this 
afternoon,  because  his  men  have  been  up  all  night  intrenching  and 
engaged  last  p.  m.  and  all  day  to-day,  and  the  ground  is  very  difficult. 
The  rest  of  the  enemy's  line  is  too  far  and  too  covered  Avith  woods  for 
me  to  find  it  out  until  1  can  drive  their  pickets  in.  If  you  let  me  do 
this  and  establish  my  line  with  pickets  near  their  sharpshooters  in 
I'ront  and  artillery  in  position  to  silence  their  batteries  I  can  then 
advance  Avith  some  idea  of  what  is  before  me. 

K.  O.  0.  OED, 

Major- General. 


Heat)<)T'Artei!S  Armies  ov  the  United  States, 

March  81,  ISCri. 
Alajor-General  Ord, 

Humphreys^  /Station : 
You  may  advance  your  pickets  if  you  deem  it  advisable.  I  do  not 
want  you  to  make  an  assault  unless  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  it 
general  at  different  points  of  the  line.  At  present  I  want  the  enemy 
to  keej)  the  force  he  now  has  north  of  Hatcher's  Eun,  where  it  is. 
Warren  has  advanced  since  his  repulse  and  now  holds  the  White  Oak 
road.     My  headquarters  will  be  to-night  at  Dabney's  Mill. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

liievtenant-  General. 
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■  Ord's  Headquarters, 

March  31,  1865. 
Lieuteiiaut-General  Grant  : 

Disjiatcli  on  assault  received.  My  men  are  not  arranged  so  tliat 
they  can  assault  at  the  same  time.  None  of  my  officers  have  yet  seen 
the  enemy's  line  on  account  of  swamps  and  woods  and  the  quicksands, 
and  the  only  approachable  place  on  their  front  is  reported  impracti- 
cable as  yet  for  artillery  required  to  open  a  passage.  Men  are  hard  at 
work ;  loss  piettv  severe  to-day. 

E.  O.  G.  OED. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

March  31,  1865.. 
General  U.  S.  Grant  : 

A  boy,  one  of  General  Sheridan's  scouts,  who  was  captured  on  the 
Chickahominy  and  escaped  from  the  enemy  yesterday  moining,  reports 
that  the  enemy  had  at  Stony  Creek,  near  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  two 
brigades  of  cavalry,  oue  of  infantry,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

E.  O.  C.  ORU, 

Major-  General 


Ord's  Headquarters,, 

March  31,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant, 

Dabney's  Mills: 
General  IMackenzie  reports  that  the  trains  he  has  been  guarding 
with  his  cavalry  command  have  crossed  the  creek,  and  there  is  no 
apparent  necessity  for  liis  remaining  longer.    Have  you  any  orders  to 
give  in  regard  to  his  command? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 
March  31,  1805—9.30  p.  m. 
Lientenant-Genei'al  Grant: 

Have  moved  my  center  line  of  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  and 
driven  enemy's  pickets  in ;  shall  establish  batteries  to-night;  189  pris- 
oners, 2  officers  and  18  deserters  (oue  a  lieutenant)  in  so  far.  The 
enemy's  battery  near  and  south  of  Hatcher's  Run  is  so  situated  that 
it  can  be  taken  in  reverse  from  ray  left,  wliere  Michie  proposes  erecting 
a  battery.  We  can  render  it  untenable,  so  that  General  Humphreys 
can  take  it.  Prisoners  state  there  is  a  contiuuous  line  of  works  along 
Hetli's  division,  and  on  his  left,  Avitli  strong  lines  of  abatis  in  rear  of 
Heth's  division — was  this  morning.  Mahoue  and  Cooke's  right  rests  on. 
the  run,  and  they  are  on  the  extreme  right  of  Heth's  division.  They 
say  their  line  is  well  stretched,  but  their  reserve  is  good. 

E.  O.  C.  ORB. 
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])ABNEY's  Mills,  March  31, 1865—9.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreyn^  Station: 
Send  Mackenzie  at  once  to  Dinwiddie  to  the  support  of  Sheridan. 
He  has  been  attacked  by  cavaby  and  infantry  and  driven  into  Din- 
widdle.   Fighting;  was  still  going  on  when  I  last  heard  from  him,  which 
was  after  dark.    He  will  probably  be  back  on  the  Vaughan  road. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Ord"s  Headquarters, 

March  31,  1865—10.30  p.  m. 
Lientenant-General  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  Have  sent  orders  to  Mackenzie  to  get  off  as 
soou  in  the  morning  as  possible.  Copy  of  your  dispatch  sent  him  to 
goby. 

B.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 

March  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys^  Station: 

I  want  Mackenzie  to  go  to-night.  It  may  be  too  late  to-morrow 
morning. 

TJ.  S.  GRANT, 

TAeutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  March  31, 1805 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys^  Station  .- 

Humphreys  has  been  informed  of  the  battery  which  you  are  building 
to  take  the  enemy's  line  south  of  Hatchei''s  Run  in  reverse,  and  made 
disj)ositions  to  take  advantage  of  it.  If  successful  he  will  endeavor  to 
I)ush  up  the  south  side  high  enough  to  take  the  works  in  your  front  in 
reverse  in  return. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


March  31, 1805—10.40  a.  m. 
General  Ord: 

I  will  hold  one  division  ready  to  move  to  your  assistance  and  the 
others  to  follow,  if  necessary.  Advise  me  if  you  wish  them  and  desig- 
nate their  nearest  route. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT. 


March  31,  1805—11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Ord  : 

Report  from  the  picket-line  is  that  the  enemy  has  been  strongly 
re-enforced  in  front  of  my  left.  Will  have  later  information  shortly. 
Possibly  this  cou(;entration  may  be  to  attack  on  your  front. 

H.'  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 
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Ok'D'K   Hr.ADQUAKTKRS,  March  ,97,  INIir, — fj  p.  m. 

(leiieiiil  "NVuktHT, 

tSLvtll    Corps : 

I  liave  ordered  a  recoimaissaiice  on  my  right,  and  if  it  i.s  reported 
feasihlc  shall  order  an  advance;  but  from  reports  of  deserters  I  api»re- 
hend  Ave  will  not  j>'et  farther  than  their  picket,  as  main  line  is  said  to 
be  heavily  slashed  and  abatised.  Shall  let  you  know  re.<;nlt  of  exami- 
nation.    My  left  has  driven  their  pickets  in  their  works. 

]-:.  O.  C.  OKI), 

Major-Gcveral. 


Hdqus.  Dkpaktmkn't  oi'  Virchnia,  Ahuy  of  the  James, 

Jicforc  Uichmovd,  Yd.,  March  3],  ]SO:j. 
Major-Cieneral  Wkiuht, 

)Sixth  Corps: 
1  have  advanced  the  left  and  center  of  my  line,  and  have  driven  the 
enemy's  pi(;kets  into  the  main  line.  The  examination  along  the  riglit 
of  my  line  does  not  develop  any  point  where  I  think  it  advisable  to 
attack  this  evening,  and  not  until  I  can  place  batteries  in  position  to 
keep  down  the  tire  from  the  enemy  Avill  I  assault. 

E.  O.  C.  OUD, 

Major-  General. 


(tKNKUAI,    OliD'S    riKAlXiUAUTEUS, 

March  SI,  186:'). 


General  Gibbon: 

If  Turner  is  successful  push   reserves  in  after  liiin  to  hold  what  he 
gets. 

E.  O.  C.  OKI), 

Major-GeneraL 


fAlARCir&l,  \i.]  1865.] 
[General  J.  W.  Turner:] 

General:  Let  me  know  at  once  what  you  are  doing,  whether  you 
have  advanced  your  line  of  battle,  and  what  is  the  chance  for  an  assault 
in  your  front.  If  you  want  anj'  more  troops  send  me  word  and  order 
up  any  of  General  Foster's  troops  that  are  available.  Take  charge  of 
what  forces  (ieneral  Foster  has  immediately  on  your  right. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Head<;)uai{teb,s  TwENTvo'otTRTH  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
My  Dear  Turner  :  (4eneral  Ord  agrees  with  mc  that  the  enemy 
will  not  let  us  hold  our  iire.sent  position  if  he  can  help  it,  so  keep  your 
pickets  on  the  alert  and  be  under  arms  before  daylight.  Use  a  part  of 
your  force  to-night  in  strengthening  your  line  anil  connecting  with 
Foster's  line.  I  do  not  think  the  assault  will  be  ordered  in  the 
morning. 

Kespe(!tfully, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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(JAA'ALKY    HKAJjyUAKTERS, 

March  SI,  JSfi5. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Gkant, 

Commanding  Armien  of  the  Vnited  StuUx: 
General:  My  scouts  report  the  enemy  busy  all  last  nigbt  in  con 
structing  breast- works  at  Five  Forks,  and  as  far  as  one  mile  west  of  tliat 
point.  There  was  great  activity  on  the  railroad;  trains  all  going  west. 
If  the  ground  would  permit  1  believe  I  could,  with  the  Sixth  Corps, 
turn  the  enemy's  left  or  break  through  his  lines,  but  I  would  not  like 
the  Fifth  Corjis  to  make  such  an  attempt.  The  ground  is  very  soft 
west  of  the  Boyrtton  plank  road.  Scouts  report  no  re-enforcements 
from  Johnston. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

MiijorGeiieraJ. 


(iUAVKi.i.v  Ki'N,  March  ,V/,  JHuri. 
Major-General  Shekidan  : 

It  will  be  impossible  to  give  you  the  Sixth  Corps  for  the  operation  by 
our  left.  It  is  in  the  center  of  our  line  between  llatcher's  Run  and  the 
Appomattox.  Besides,  Wright  thinks  he  can  go  through  the  line  where 
he  is,  and  it  is  advisable  to  have  troops  and  a  commander  there  who 
feels  so,  to  co  operate  with  you  when  you  get  around.  I  could  relieve 
the  Second  with  the  Fifth  Corps  and  give  you  that.  If  this  is  done  it 
Avill  be  necessary  to  give  the  orders  soon  to  have  the  troops  ready  for 
to-morrow  morning. 

V.  S.  GKANT, 

fJcvfenant-  General. 


Gkavet.ia'  Ku.n,  March  ,W  |.-;7),  J/W/.j — lL\r,(). 
Major-General  Sheridaa  : 

The  enemy  have  driven  Ayres'  and  Ciawford's  divisions  back  to  near 
the  Boydton  road.  The  whole  Fifth  Corps  is  now  about  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  turn.  It  is  desirable  that  you  get  up  as  much  of  your  cavalry 
as  you  can,  and  push  toward  the  White  Oak  road  on  the  right  branch 
taken  by  Merritt  yesterday.  If  the  enemy  does  not  go  back  to  his  old 
position  bj''  turning  to  the  riglityou  maybe  able  to  hit  the  enemy  in  the 
I'ear. 

V.  S.  GEANT, 

Li  evtenani- General. 


Gkavki.t.y  1-tiiN,  March  HI,  ISd',. 
Major-General  Shkhiuan: 

I  am  now  at  Mrs.  Butler's  house,  on  lioydton  plank  road.  My  head- 
(juarters  will  be  at  Dabuey's  saw-mill  to-night.  Warren  and  Miles' 
(livision  of  Second  Cori)S  are  now  advancing.  I  hope  your  cavalry  is 
up  Avhere  it  will  be  of  assistance.  Let  me  know  how  matters  stand 
now  with  the  cavalry — where  they  are,  what  their  orders,  &c.  If  it 
had  been  possible  to  have  had  a  division  or  two  of  them  well  up  on  the 
right-hand  road  taken  by  Merritt  yesterday  they  could  have  fallen  on 
the  enemy's  rear  as  they  were  pursuing  Ayres  and  Crawford.  I  would 
]ik<;  you  to  get  information  from  the  Weldon  road.  I  understand  the 
enemy  have  some  infantry  and  a  brigiide  of  cavalry  at  Stony  Creek 
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Station.  I  think  it  possible,  too,  that  Johnson  [Johnston]  may  be 
brought  up  that  road  to  attfick  us  in  the  rear.  They  will  see  now  that 
Sherman  has  halted  at  Goldsborough,  and  may  think  they  can  leave 
Kaleigh  with  a  small  force.  Word  has  just  been  brought  in  that  War- 
ren has  got  possession  of  the  White  Oak  road. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Cavalry  Heauquarters, 
J>inn-i(1die  CourtSouse,  March  31,  1865. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant, 

CommandiiKj  Armies  of  the  United  Staten: 

General  :  The  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  me  about  10  a.  m.  to-day  on 
the  road  coming  in  from  the  west  and  little  north  of  Dinwiddle  Court- 
House.  This  attack  was  very  handsomely  repulsed  by  General  Smith's 
brigade  of  Crook's  division,  and  the  enemy  driven  across  Chamber- 
lain's Creek.  Shortly  afterward  the  enemy's  infantry  attack[ed]  on  the 
same  creek  in  heavy  force  and  drove  in  General  Davies'  brigade,  and 
advancing  rapidly  gained  the  forks  of  the  roads  at  J.  Boisseau's.  This 
forced  Devin,  who  was  in  advance,  and  Davies  to  cross  to  the  Boydton 
road.  General  Gregg's  brigade  and  General  Gibbs'  brigade,  which 
were  toward  Dinwiddie  Court-House,  then  attacked  the  enemy  in  rear 
very  handsomely.  This  stopped  their  march  toward  the  left  of  our 
infantry,  and  finally  caused  tliem  to  turn  toward  Dinwiddie  and  attack 
ns  in  heavy  force.  The  enemy  then  again  attacked  at  Chamberlain's 
Creek  and  iforced  General  Smith's  position.  At  this  time  Pennington's 
and  Capehart's  brigades  of  Custer's  division  came  up  and  a  very  hand- 
some fight  occurred.  The  enemy  have  gained  some  ground,  but  we 
still  hold  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  Court-House  and  Devin  and  Davies 
are  coming  down  the  Boydton  road  to  join  us.  The  opposing  force  was 
Pickett's  division,  Wise's  independent  brigade,  and  Fitz  Lee's,  Ros- 
ser's,  and  W.  H.  Lee's  cavalry  commands. 

The  men  have  behaved  splendidly.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
will  probably  number  450  men;  very  few  men  were  lost  as  prisoners. 
We  have  of  the  enemy  a  number  of  prisoners.  This  force  is  too  strong 
for  us.  I  will  hold  on  to  Dinwiddie  Court-House  until  I  am  compelled 
to  leave.  We  have  also  some  prisoners  from  Johnson's  division. 
Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

p.  S. — Our  figlitiiig  to-day  was  all  dismounted. 


Dahney's  Mill,  Marcli  .;i,  1803 — 10.45 p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan: 

The  Fifth  Corps  has  been  ordered  to  your  support.  Two  divisions 
will  go  by  J.  Boisseau's  and  one  down  the  Boydton  road.  In  addition 
to  this  I  have  sent  Mackenzie's  cavaliy,  which  will  reach  you  by  the 
Vaughan  road.  All  these  forces  except  the  cavalry  should  reach  you 
by  12  to-night.  You  will  assume  command  of  the  whole  force  sent  to 
operate  with  you  and  use  it  to  the  best  of  your  ability  to  destroy  the 
force  which  your  command  has  fought  so  gallantly  to-day. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HEAUQUARTKKS   AkMY    t)F    THE    POTOMAO, 

April  1,  180') — tip.  m.* 
Majoi-Geiieral  Shekidan : 

General  Meade  has  directed  all  the  spare  ainhulaiices  he  can  get 
hold  of  to  go  down  to  Dinwiddle.  Bartlett's  brigade  is  at  Crump's 
house,  on  Gravelly  Run.  Griffin,  with  three  brigades,  is  ordered  down 
Boydton  plank  to  attack  in  rear  of  force  menacing  you.  Geuernl 
Grant  is  re(!|uested  to  authorize  the  sending  of  Warren's  other  two 
divisions  down  the  dirt  road  past  Crump's  to  hold  and  cover  that  road 
and  to  attack  at  davlight. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brecct  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — Griffin  will  Join  you  by  the  ])lank  road,  and  Warren  will 
attack  with  two  divisions. 


Headquaeteks  Seocjnu  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  31,  186 'j. 
Brigadier-General  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Brifjadc  : 
General  :  Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
General  Sheridan  says  that  tlie  same  line  is  held  by  Merritt  and  Cus- 
ter as  when  you  left.     Will  organize  your  command  and  supply  it  with 
ammunition  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully. 

H.  C.  WEIK, 
A  x.sisia  lit  A  djutant-  6  en  era  I. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Divisif)N, 
Hear  Hatcher's  Run,  Va.,  March  31,  1865 — 7.40  p.  m. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Theo.  Eead, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

General:  I  was  directed  (on  arriving  hei-e)  by  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral Webb  to  remain  until  ordered  away.  The  trains  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  which  Avere  collected  here  have  .just  finished  crossing,  and 
there  is  no  apparent  necessity  of  my  command  remaining  here  longer. 
Are  there  any  orders  for  my  command? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RANALD  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Brif/adier-Generul,  U.  S.  VoluntecrK,  Corndg.  Cavalry  Division. 


Gravelly  Ritn,  March  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

Prisoners  captured  near  Hatcher's  Run  this  morning  report  that  part 
of  their  line  strongly  re-enforced  from  their  left.  What  news  do  you  get 
from  your  front  % 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

'■'  So  recorrlert  in  Meade's  letter-book  and  so  dated  in  the  original  draft.  But  in 
tlic  latter  the  date  is  in  ink  (while  the  dispatch  is  in  pencil)  and  in  a  different  hand 
from  the  text.  It  was  probably  written  between  10.15  and  10.45  p.  m.  March  31, 
1865.     See  Grant  to  Meade,  10.15  p.  im.,  p.  3JL',  and  Meade  to  Grant,  10.45  ji.  m.,  p.  342. 
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Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
Lieateuant-Geueral  Grant  : 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  kind  ii[)  to  this  moment  that  anything 
but  three  brigades  of  Pickett's  division  have  left  my  front  since  to-day. 
I  have  a  scouting  party  out  on  my  right  now  and  will  send  you  report 
as  soon  as  it  returns,  llichmond  papers,  secured  a  few  moments  ago, 
say  that  Sheridan,  with  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  is  evidently 
trying  to  get  to  the  South  Side  Eailroad.  I  have  sentyou  the  papers.  I 
am  using  every  method  to  get  information  ?jnA  as  soon  as  I  can  report 
any  change  I  will  do  so  at  once.  The  lines  in  my  front  here  show  no 
change  whatever  and  General  Hartsuff  reports  none  in  his.  Please  let 
me  know  if  you  hear  anything  of  Hampton's  [Hunton's?]  brigade, 
Pickett's  division,  or  of  Field's  division. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  [March]  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

All  of  Pickett's  division  is  here.  We  have  prisoners  from  llunton's 
brigade  and  I  believe  all  other  brigades  of  the  division.  Nothing  has 
been  seen  of  any  of  Field's  or  Kershaw's  divisions,  nor  of  Mahone's. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabnet's  Mill,  March  31, 1865. 

(Received  10.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

Mahone's  division  is  reported  here  this  evening.  This  leaves,  as  I 
understand.  Field,  Kershaw,  and  Bratton  liolding  in  front  of  you,  includ- 
ing your  Bermuda  front. 

U.  S.  GllANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


March  31,  1865—10.45  p.  m. 

Via  City  Point. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

My  scouting  party  has  just  returned.  It  reports  the  enemy's  line 
unchanged  as  far  as  Charles  City  road.  Could  not  get  across  White 
Oak  Swamp  to  Williamsburg  road  on  account  of  high  water  in  swamp. 
1  have  nothing  further  new. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General, 

March  31,  1865—10.11  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Devens: 

General  Grant  thinks  some  troops  have  left  our  front.  Have  you  any 
such  information  ?  We  think  herf.  nothing  more  than  a  brigade  of 
Mahone's  division  left. 

G.  F.  SHEPLEY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarteks  Twenty-fourtu  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Weitzel: 

Captaiu  Elder,  aide-de-camp,  reports  no  apparent  clianjje  in  enemy's 
camps.  He  has  visited  all  our  picket  line  in  front.  Colonel  liipley, 
First  Brijjrade,  has  lookouts  ou  treps  in  three  places  along  his  line. 
They  report  that  they  can  observe  no  change. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 

BrUindier-fieneral. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  March  31,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Devens, 

Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps : 
General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  send  out  a  cav- 
alry scouting  party  this  afternoon  in  tlie  direction  of  the  Darbytowu 
and  Charles  City  road,  as  far  to  the  right  as  they  can  go  with  safety. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  F.  SHEPLEY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
General  Weitzel  : 

Nothing.  I  do  not  expect  them  in  till  late  at  night.  After  reaching 
the  Charles  City  road,  Avhere  tlie  enemy's  vedettes  are,  they  propose  to 
pass  on  foot  inside  the  vedette  line.  A  lieutenant  and  six  men  make 
the  party. 

CHAS.  DP^VENS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


March  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

The  scouting  party  under  Lieutenant  Kobb,  Twentieth  New  York 
Cavalry,  has  returned.  He  crossed  to  the  Charles  City  road,  striking 
it  at  White's  Tavern.  He  found  it  was  impossible  to  go  tlirough 
White  Oak  Swamp,  as  had  been  his  intention,  on  account  of  the  height 
of  the  water.  He  therefore  proceeded  up  the  road,  and  found  the 
rebel  picket  about  a  mile  above  Wliite's.  Observed  the  camp,  which 
was  appai-ently  as  large  as  it  had  ever  been,  and  saw  soldiers  moving 
about  among  tlie  tents.  Lieutenant  Ilobb  was  about  a  mile  from  the 
camp,  which  was  behind  the  enemy's  breast-work,  and,  apparently, 
infantry.  The  picket  was  mounted  and  about  half  a  mile  in  front  of 
the  breast-work.  The  picket  has  usually  been  found  at  W^hite's  Tav- 
ern. Mrs.  White  says  it  has  been  drawn  in  withiu  the  last  ten  days. 
There  were  no  tracks  on  the  Charles  City  road  since  the  rain  of  this 
morning  above  White's.  On  Wednesday  a  scouting  party  of  the 
enemy  came  down  near  our  picket  at  Fussell's  Mill,  as  reported  to  Lieu- 
tenant Kobb. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 

Brigadier- General. 

All  (piiet  along  the  cavalry  picket  to-day.  Heard  a  few  shots  fired 
at  the  colored  troops  wlieu  first  posted. 
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Headquarters  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va., 

3Iarch  [31],  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 
General  :  Nothiug  new  along  my  line.    Have  you  any  news? 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General, 


March  31, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  L.  Hartsuff, 

Commanding  Bermuda  Front  : 
Nothing  new  here.  Our  troops  on  the  other  side  of  Petersburg 
had  some  .sharp  fighting  yesterday,  but  were  in  good  spirits  and  were 
steadily  driving  the  enemy,  who  last  night  had  taken  i)osition  at  Bur- 
gess' Mill.  Sheridan  was  at  Five  Forks  Gross  Roads,  about  twelve 
miles  west  by  south  of  Petersburg,  and  about  Ihree  miles  from  the 
South  Side  road. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. ' 


Broadway  Landing,  Va., 

March  31,  1863—5.40  p.  m.  ] 
Colonel  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Hdqrs.  General  Grant,  City  Point : 
The  chief  telegraph  operator.  Army  of  the  James,  has  assumed  to 
order  away  my  operator  here  and  break  up  the  office.  It  was  estab- 
lished by  special  order  of  General  Grant  after  two  serious  instances  of 
difficulty  arising  from  there  being  no  office  here.  It  was  never  more 
nt'cessary  than  now,  and  I  respectfully  re([uest  you  to  order  that  the 
operator  remain.  He  is  as  much  needed  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
as  for  the  Army  of  the  James,  and,  in  fact,  was  ordered  here  as  much 
for  one  as  the  other. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Siege  Artillery. \ 


Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  31, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina : 

I  am  informed  tliat,  by  your  order,  my  telegraph  office  is  to  be  broken 
up.  I  would  earnestly  request  that  instead  of  it  the  one  at  Point  of 
Rocks  be  discontinued,  and  I  will  be  responsible  that  the  hospital  mes- 
sages are  delivered.  I  do  this  because  my  whole  system  of  supply  for 
batteries  extending  seventeen  miles  is  based  upon  the  promjjt  receipt 
of  notifications  of  expenditures.  Formerly,  I  had  to  depend  on  the 
Point  of  Rocks  station  and  failed  to  receive  two  so  iniportant  messages 
that  General  Grant  himself  directed  a  special  offi(!e  for  my  depot.  If 
either  must  give  way,  1  think  that  the  business  of  a  hospital  is  less 
important  than  that  of  so  long  a  line  of  highly  important  batteries.  At 
any  rate  for  my  own  security,  I  feel  it  Jiecessary  to  make  known  these 
facts  to  you  before  final  action  is  taken. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Siege  Artillery. 
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Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  31, 1865. 
Chief  Opekator,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  James  : 

My  telegraph  office  was  established  by  special  order  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant  after  two  serious  interruptions  of  iini>ortant  business 
which  ret^ulted  from  your  order  before  breaking  it  uji.  A  sy)ecial  order 
for  an  operator  was  sent  to  Fort  Monroe.  He  does  not  belong  to  the 
Army  of  the  James  any  more  than  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
you  will  take  no  steps  without  at  least  showing  this  telegram  to  Gen- 
eral Ord  and  getting  his  orders. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Gotndg.  Siege  Artillery. 


Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  31,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

I  have  just  received  a  rebel  battle-flag  belonging  to  the  Twenty-sixth 
North  Carolina  Regiment,  which  was  captured  in  Battery  12  on  25th 
instant  by  Private  George  E.  McDonald,  Company  L,  First  Connecticut 
Artillery.  This  company  followed  up  the  assaulting  column  so  rapidly 
to  their  battery  as  to  capture  several  rebels,  among  the  rest  a  commis- 
sioned officer,  before  they  could  escape.  This  flag  was  secured  by  Pri- 
vate McDonald,  and  1  would  request  that  his  name  be  put  down  for  a 
medal  of  honor.    I  will  forward  the  flag  to  your  headquarters. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Siege  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
General  Henry  L.  Abbot, 

Broadway  Landing  : 
I  am  delighted  to  receive  your  dispatch,  and  Private  McDonald's 
name  will  be  forwarded  with  the  others  for  medals  of  honor.  This  flag 
puts  us  on  a  new  track.  I  find  from  my  register  that  the  Twenty-sixth 
North  Carolina  is  in  MacRae's  brigade,  Heth's  division.  This  is  the 
first  evidence  I  have  had  that  any  of  A.  P.  Hill's  trooi)S  were  here. 
Do  j"ou  know  what  became  of  the  prisoners  or  to  what  regiment  the 
commissioned  officer  belongs  1 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  31, 1865. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

The  prisoners  were  sent  to  the  rear  with  the  rest.  I  will  make 
inquiries  as  to  the  regiment  of  the  officer.  The  flag  bears  no  mark  of 
any  regiment,  being  the  usual  square  battle-flag  with  blue  cross  on  red 
ground.  McDonald  gave  me  the  nanie  of  the  regiment  to  which  it 
belonged  as  he  got  it  from  the  ])risaners. 

.    HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commanding  Siege  Artillery. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865.  ' 
General  Henry  L.  Abbot, 

Broadway  Landing  : 
Is  not  the  flag  marked  Twenty-sixth   South   Carolina  instead  of 
Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina?    The  Twenty-sixth  South  Carolina  is  in 
Johnson's  division,  and  we  have  officers  from  that  refjinient. 

JNO.  a.  PAIIKB, 

Major-  Oenerul. 


Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  31, 1865. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
The  lieutenant  captured  belonged  to  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  Eegi- 
ment.     I  suspect  that  McDonald  confounded  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia 
with  the  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina. 

HENEY  L.  ABBOT, 
Bvc.  Brig.  Gen.  of  Yoln.,  Commanding  Siege  Artillery. 


Hdqrs.  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  Pickets, 

Prince  George  Court-Rouse,  March  31,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

(Itecelved  12  m.) 
Capt.  Channing  Clapp, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Engineer  Brigade: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sent  scouting  parties  on 
the  29th  and  30th  in  all  the  differentdireetions,  pursuant  to  your  orders, 
with  no  signs  of  the  enemy  discovered,  not  even  the  usual  scouts  that 
have  infested  this  locality.  1  also  sent  out  i)arties  this  morning  at 
daylight.  Nothing  to  be  seen.  I  have  established  a  line  of  vedettes 
outside  the  dismounted  line,  so  as  to  thoroughly  cover  all  roads 
approachable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TEWKSBURY, 

Major,  Commanding. 

I  reported  yesterday  U)  assistant  adjutant-general  Ninth  Corps,  as 
also  this  morning. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

March  31,  1865. 
Maj.  John  Tewksbury, 

Commanding  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry: 
Major:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  your  report  of  this  date,  and  to  say  for  him  that 
he  is  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  very  eftlcient  and  satisfactory  manner 
in  which  you  are  performing  the  duty  assigned  you.  He  desires  you 
to  continue  to  send  out  scouting  parties,  taking  care,  however,  not  to 
run  down  your  horses.  He  wishes  you  also  to  continue  sending  him,  as 
well  as  General  Benham,  any  information  you  can  gain  of  the  move- 
ments and  designs  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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HEADQtTAKTERS   NiNTH   ARMY   CORPS, 

March  31,  1865. 
Maj.  John  Tewksbuey, 

Commanding  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry: 
Major:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  arrest  all 
stragglers  from  our  army  found  outside  the  lines  and  forward  them  to 
these  headquarters.  He  directs  also  tliat  you  allow  no  one  to  enter  the 
lines,  excepting  deserters  from  rebel  army  and  refugees  seeking  to 
escape  from  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  I^orpolk,  Portsmouth,  and  Defenses, 

Portsmouth,  Va.,  March  31,  1805. 

Col.  E.  Fardella, 

Eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding  Outposts: 

Colonel:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will 
withdraw  the  picket  lecently  ordered  to  be  established  at  the  cause- 
way over  theGreat  Marsh, andformanew  line  as  follows,  viz:  AtGreat 
Bridge,  North  Landing,  and  Sand  Bridge  Mills,  establishing  such  posts 
between  North  Landing  and  Sand  Bridge  as  will  close  the  roads  to 
smugglers.  The  posts  at  Pungo  will  likewise  bo  continued.  The  dis- 
position of  the  force  on  the  line  is  entirely  under  your  control.  You 
will,  of  course,  place  the  dismounted  cavalry,  armed  with  sabers  and 
pistols,  in  the  position  where  it  will  bccxposed  as  little  as  possible.  If, 
in  your  judgment,  it  is  advisable  to  have  some  infantry  at  Great  Bridge, 
you  may  take  a  portion  of  the  detachment  of  the  Pennsylvania  artillery, 
ordered  to  report  to  you  some  days  since,  and  place  it  there.  With 
that  detachment  there  were  three  offlcers.  He  also  directs  that  you 
report  as  early  as  practicable  the  new  dispositions  made  by  you,  and 
wishes  me  to  state  that  requisitions  have  been  made  for  carbines  for 
the  dismounted  cavalry,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  soon  furnished. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  DALE  BENSON, 

Lieutenant  and  Aid e-de- Camp,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Winchester,  March  31, 18(15.     (lieceived  2.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck: 

A  small  party  of  guerrillas,  numbering  about  thirty,  captured  the 
mail  train  west  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Pailroad,  near  Patterson's 
Creek  last  evening,  about  7,  robbing  the  passengers  but  doing  no  other 
harm.  They  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  burn  the  train.  The  tele- 
graph wire  was  not  cut.    Efforts  are  being  made  to  capture  the  party. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 
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Headquakters  Middle  Military  Division, 

March  31,  1865. 

Geueriil  Stevenson  : 

You  will  be  required  to  picket  the  river  to  Cat-tail  iiuii,  where  General 
Brooke  will  meet  j'ou.  The  geueral  desires  you  to  send  him  by  next 
train  an  official  copy  of  this  telegram  for  his  guidance.  The  principal 
crossing  places  are  to  be  picketed  with  vigilance  and  frequent  patrols 
between  the  main  ]>osts.  With  these  geueral  directions  General  Brooke 
will  establish  such  a  system  of  guards  at  the  river  as  he  may  see 
proper,  re])orting  his  arrangements  to  these  headquarters.  Colonel 
Bird  will  picket  the  main  fords  so  low  as  down  to  the  next  practicable 
lord  above  Back  Ford  and  patrol  between  his  picket  posts. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


Harper's  Ferry,  March  31, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staf: 

A  small  scout  of  Loudoun  Hangers,  sent  into  Loudoun  yesterday, 
retuincd  last  night  and  brought  in  four  of  Mosby's  men,  among  them 
a  notorious  rascal  and  assassin  by  the  name  of  Painter. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  J).  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


AhatrucI  frnm  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Poiomac,  Maj.  Oeii.  George  (}.  Meade,  XJ. 
Army,  commavdiny,  for  the  month  of  March,  J8G5. 


Coiuniuiul. 


GeuiT.Tl  Iieatlquartors 

J'rtivost  ( ;  uani  ( Macy) 

I'ostot  City  I'oiut  (Collis) 

Kllflini'iT  Brigade  (13cnliani) 

Jiattiitidu  I',  b.  Engineers  (Harwond) 

Inilcprodent   Company    Oneida  (N.  T.)    Ca  airy 

( liatcheldei ) 

Artilli-ry  (Hunt) 

^i^nal  OorpH  (Davis) 

.Siciind  Army  Corps  (Humplireys) 

Filtli  Army  Corps  (Warren) 

.Sixlh  Army  Corps  (Wright) 

Kinlli  Aniiy  Corps  (Parke) 


Present  for 
duty. 


41 
9 
.064 
085 
820 
■93 


Tot.lI* :i,64'J 


I 


],():il 

2.276 

2,407 

209 

10 

1,  i:in 

1.1H 
20,  107 
15,  57(i 
18,  761 
18,9^1 


38 
1,872 
2,919  i 
2.  905  ; 
261  ; 

06  ' 
1,229 
149 
20,  230 
20,  979 
23,819 
23,  990 


I  33, 
133, 

34, 


40 
251 
584 
812 
321 

102 
5«2 
161 
923 
307 
363 
744 


Pieces  of  artil- 
lery. 


81,246    104,520  160,170 


59 


24 


170 


70 


*  For  the  "eft'ective  strength"  of  thearmieH  operatiug  agaiust  Richmond, see  Part 
I,  p.  G2. 
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Abstract  from  return   of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  Edward  O.  C.  Ord, 
V.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  March,  1865. 


Cominand. 


General  lieadqnarters 

Signal  Corps  ( Norton) 

First  New  York  Kngineers  (Hall) 

Fourtti  MassiichiiHetts  Cavalry  {Washburn)  ... 

First  New  York  Mounted  liitfes  (Sumner) 

Cavalry  Division  (Mackenzie) 

Twent.v-fourth  Army  Corps  (Gibbon^ 

Twenty-liftb  Army  Corps  ( Weitzel) 

Defenses  of  Bermnda  Hundred  ( Hartfiuff) 

Actini:  Pontoniers  (Michie) 

Fifth  Massachusetts  Colored  Ciiv.-llry  (Adams). 

Separate  Brigade  (Carr) 

District  of  Eastern  Virginia  (Gordon) 


Present  for 
diity. 


26 

13 

15 

14 

35 

60 

410 

392 

160 

4 

38 

40 

142 


104 

579 

280 

689 

1,738 

9,  6:io 

13. 48G 

3,684 

96 

931 

1,174 

4.143 


Total 11,358  I  36,534 


26 

117 

642 

337 

789 

2,034 

10.  843 

14, 942 

4, 443 

110 

1,050 

1,359 

5, 633 


to 


28 

152 

824 

901 

1,092 

4.412 

44, 109 

32, 180 

7,135 

232 

1,216 

1,943 

10,991 


42,325    105,215 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


194 


12 


194  I 


66 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Middle  Military  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  Winfield  ,S.  Hancock, 
U.  S.  Army,  temporarily  commanding,  for  the  month  of  March,  1865.* 


Present  for 
duty. 

i 

0 

£ 
£ 
1 
1 

43 
B 

II 
0 

Pieces  of   1 
artillery. 

CoTnmaDd. 

e 

O 

a 
93' 

266 
96 

>> 

1 

•6 

j 
i 

Headquarters. 

General  headquarters : 

gtatf                              

25 
13 

27 
7 

25 
307 
357 
103 

25 
465 
987 
148 

WinclieHt*r,  Va. 

Tnfantrv                               

1 

Detachment  of  Signal  Corps 

Total                              

72 

455 

792 

11,343 

2,874 

12,539 

132 

1,625 

Departmentof  Washington  (Augur) ; 

288 
78 

377 
10 

8.593 

2.022 

10, 102 

96 

13,  004 
4,347 

14,  491 
138 

Washington,  D.C 

i.'iis 

"430' 

Artillery                     

Detachiiient  of  Signal  Corps 

Total 

753 

20,813 

26,  888 

32,  580 

1,113 

430 

Department  of  reniisylvania   (C;id- 
waladcr) : 

StatV  and  infantrv 

104 
1 
3 

1,203 
94 
ni) 

1,686 
103 
63 

2,802 
210 
71 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Artillery                

87 

3 

Detacliment  of  Signal  Corps 

Total 

108  1     1,  357 

1,  852 

3,08? 

87 

3 

Middle  Department  (Morris) : 

61        1,501 
15           484 
28  '         710 

1,794 
572 
931 

2,578 

651 

1,865 

Baltiroore,  Md. 

Cavalry                           



■--, 

Total        

104  !     2.695 

3,  297 

5.094 

Department  of  West  Virginia  (Han- 
cock) : 
Staff  and  infantrj* 

333 
11.1 
47 

9,103 
3,192 
2,710 

10,  593 
3,814 
3,180 

13,  253 
4,846 
4,347 



Cumberland,  Md. 

Artillery 

33 

67 

Total 

493 

15.  005 

17,  587 

22.440 

33 

67 

*  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.^Sheridan,  the  proper  commander  of  the  division,  temporarily 
absent  in  command  of  cavalry  operating  against  Richmond. 
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AbairnH  from  return  of  the  Middle  Military  Diviaion,  ^c. — Contiiiiied. 


Present  for 
duty. 

a 

I 
£ 

1 

< 

a 
II 

r 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Command. 

u 

E 

o 

1 

4 

Headquarters. 

Cavalry  forces  (Torbert) : 

Stiiff  jind  cavalry 

138 
20 

3,729 

4,833 
751 

31,  555 
898 

Winchester,  Va. 

Artillery 

Total 

158 

4,  322 

5,770 
024 

5,584 

7,  355 
660 

32,4,53 

Military    District    of   Steplienaon's 
Dt'pot  {I'^iiiory) : 
Statf  and  iiifantry 

295 
19 

10,  578 
763 

Stephenso  n's 
Depot,  Va. 

Artillery 

Total              . .     . 

314 

«,394 

8,021 

11,341 

1 

First  Provisional  Diviaion  (Brooke) : 
Statr  and  infantry 

203 

4,336 

4,913 

5,894 

Kcar  Charles  town, 
\V.  Va. 

Grand  total 

2,205 

55,  377 

03,934 

114,516 

Abstract  from  returns  of  the  cavalry  forces,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan, 
U.  S.  Army f  for  the  month  of  March,  1S65. 

[Compiled  from  subordinate  returns.] 


Command. 


Army  of  the  Sbeuaudoali  (Mcrritt) : 
f'irst  Division  (Devin): 

General  headquarters 

First  Brigade  (Stn-jp) 

Second  Bri^iade  (Fitzhu<;h). . 

Keservc  Bripide  (Gibbs) 

Artillery  (Miller) 


Total . 


Third  Division  (Custer) 

General  headquarters 

First  lirigadt'  (Pennington)  . 

Second  Brigade  (Wells) 

Third  Brij^ade  ((^apebart)  . . . 


Total . 


Grand  total  Amiv  of  the  Sheniindoali  - 


Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Second  Division  (Crook) : 

General  headquarters 

First  Uriffade  (I)avies)  .. 
Second  Bri;;ade  (Gregg) . 
Third  Brigade  (Smith).. 
Artillery 


Total 

Grand  total. 


Present   for 
duty. 


ICG 


950 

1,168 

659 

47 


2,830 


1.294 
1,725 
1.  33U 


209       4,355 


5 

1,344 

1,495 

825 

50 


3,719 


3 
1,570 
],9o9 
1,725 


375 


7,185 


2,147 

1,732 

1.516 

235 


210  I     3,  650 


5,  257 
8,976 


5 

2,776 

3,366 

2,270 

205 


8,682 


591     12,835     17,658 


SI'S 


5 

4,801 

5,417 

3,  365 

157 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


13,745  |. 


4,747 
3,884 
3,196 


11,830 
25,575 


3,950 
4,051 
4, 104  ' 
338 


13,048 


38,623  I. 


8 
10 
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Abalraet  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  East,  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Dix,*  U.  S. 
Anny,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  March,  1866. 


Present  f(»r 
duty. 

1 

1 

be 

£ 

bu 
bo 

■< 

i 

©   ^ 

^< 

n 

bfi 
bb 

119 
2,473 
1,818 

704 

1,338 
3,980 
1,181 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Command. 

e 

£ 
O 

119 

38 
:)8 

15 

18 
81 
2D 

i 

■'i,'i67' 

1,331 

548 

755 

1,9C7 

828 

r 

'6 

"flD 

119 
1,638 
1,713 

604 

929 
2,794 
1,098 

CilvJiiid  Harbor  of  New  York  {Hunt) 

liostoii  Harbor  and  MaasacliuHettn   Sea-coaat  Detenaea 

(Huston). 

251 

(Dawson). 

Military  Diatrict  of  Northern  tsevr  York  (Robinson) 

Militarv  District  of  Western  New  York  ^Diven)             .   . 

Other  forts         ..                             ..           ...        



1 

Total       .                     

329 

6,596 

8,895 

11,  673' 

1 

1 

[March  31, 18G5. — For  roster  of  troops  operating  against  Eichmoiid 
at  this  date,  see  Part  I,  p.  561.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  1, 


lfiC.5 — 1  p.  m. 


Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  have  had  two  dispatches  from  General  Grant  since  niy  last  to  you, 
but  they  contain  little  additional,  except  that  General  Sheridan  also 
had  pretty  hot  work  yesterday ;  that  infantry  was  sent  to  his  support 
during-  the  night,  and  that  he  (Grant)  has  not  since  heard  from  Sheridan. 
Mrs.  Lincoln  has  started  home,  and  1  will  thank  you  to  see  that  our 
coachman  is  at  the  arsenal  wharf  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  there 
to  wait  until  she  arrives. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


City  1'oint,  Va.,  April  1, 1S65 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Fort  Monroe: 

Dispatch  just  received,  showing  that  Sheridan,  aided  by  Warren, 
had,  at  2  p.  m.,  pushed  the  enemy  back,  so  as  to  retake  the  Five  Forks 
iind  bring  his  own  headquarters  up  to  J.  Boisseau's.  The  Five  Forks  were 
barricaded  by  the  enemy  and  carried  by  Devin's  division  of  cavalry. 
Tliispart  of  tlie  enemy  seem  to  now  be  trying  to  work  along  the  White 
Oak  road,  to  join  the  main  force  in  front  of  Grant,  while  Sheridan  and 
Warreu  arc  pressing  them  as  closely  as  possible. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

(Same  to  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War.) 

*  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  second  in  command. 
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Dabney's  Mill,  April  1, 1865 — 9.15  a.  in. 
President  A.  Lincoln, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
Yesterday,  as  reported,  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps  attempted  to  push 
nortli  so  as  to  cross  the  White  Oak  road  about  W.  Dabuey's  house,  but 
were  driven  back.  Sheridan  at  the  same  time  was  pushing  up  the  right 
branch  of  the  two  roads  from  J.  Boisseau's  uorth  to  the  same  road,  lie 
was  at  the  same  time  holding  Uinwiddie  Court-House  and  the  line  of 
Chamberlain's  Creek.  He  was  met  by  all  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  four  or 
five  brigades  of  infantry,  and  gradually  forced  back  until  at  8  p.  m.  last 
evening  he  was  holding  a  line  from  Chamberlain's  Creek  to  the  Boydton 
road,  probably  not  more  than  one  mile  from  the  Court-House.  After 
the  falling  back  of  two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps  tliey  again  pushed 
forward  and  gained  the  position  on  the  White  Oak  road  first  sought. 
Finding,  however,  the  situation  Sheridan  was  in,  orders  were  sent 
Warren  after  dark  to  leave  the  position  lie  held,  and  to  push  two  divis- 
ions down  by  J.  Boisseau's  and  one  down  the  Boydton  to  his  relief.  I  had 
much  hopes  of  destroying  the  force  detached  by  the  enemy  so  far  to  our 
rear.  I  have  not  yet  heard  the  result,  but  I  knew  that  Sheridan  took 
the  offensive  this  a.  m.  Ord  yesterday  pushed  the  enemy's  pickets 
from  the  left  of  his  (Ord's)  line  next  to  Hatcher's  Eun,  capturing  189 
men  and  two  officers,  with  but  very  little  loss  to  us.  This  put  Ord  so 
close  to  the  enemy  that  he  cannot  put  out  pickets  iu  front.  This  morn- 
ing before  day  the  enemy  attempted  to  drive  him  from  his  position,  but 
was  repulsed  without  loss  on  our  side,  and  leaving  over  sixty  prisoners 
iu  our  hands. 

TJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  April  1, 1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

President  A.  Lincoln, 

City  Point,  Va. : 
In  my  disi)atch  this  morning  1  made  a  mistake  in  saying  Ord  lost 
nothing  in  the  attack  made  on  him  this  a.  m.  His  casualties  were 
about  thirty  killed  and  wounded.  He  reported  no  casualties  in  Turner's 
division,  which  led  me  into  the  error.  The  CjUicksands  of  tliis  section 
exceed  anything  I  have  ever  seen.  Eoads  have  to  be  corduroyed  in 
front  of  teams  and  artillery  as  they  advance.  We  were  flfty-six  hours 
moving  GOO  teams  five  miles  with  1,200  men  to  help  them.  Through 
the  woods  where  it  is  perfectly  dry  for  infantry,  horses  will  go  through 
so  deep  as  to  scarcely  be  able  to  extricate  themselves.  I  have  nothing 
speci.al  to  report  at  this  hour. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  April  1, 1865 — 11.10  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowers, 

City  Point,  Va. : 
I  understand  the  Secretary  of  War  is  at  City  Point.    Present  my 
respects  to  him,  and  say  we  would  have  had  Petersburg  before  this  but 
for  the  rain  which  unfortunately  set  in  the  first  night  we  were  out. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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City  Point,  April  J,  18(!5. 
Lieiitenaiit-Geiieral  Grant: 

Yours  to  Colonel  Bowers  about  the  Secretary  of  War  is  shown  to 
me.  He  is  uot  liere,  nor  have  I  any  notice  that  he  is  coming.  I  pre- 
sume the  mistake  cornea  of  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
here.  He  started  back  to  Washington  this  inorning.  I  have  your  two 
dispatches  of  this  morning,  and  am  anxious  to  hear  from  Sheridan. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


April  1, 186.5 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Colonel  Bowers, 

City  Point,  Va.  : 
Sheridan  with  his  cavalry  and  the  Fifth  Corps  has  evidently  had  a 
big  fight  this  evening.    The  distance  he  is  ofl'  is  so  great,  however, 
that  I  shall  not  probably  be  able  to  report  the  result  for  an  hour  or 
two.    Except  that,  there  is  nothing  to  report. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabnky's  Mill,  April  l,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point : 
I  have  just  heard  from  Sheridan.  He  has  carried  everything  before 
hiui.  Captain  Hudson  has  just  returned  from  him  and  reports  that  he 
has  captured  three  brigades  of  infantry  and  a  train  of  wagons  and  is 
now  pushing  up  his  success.  I  have  ordered  everything  else  to  advance 
and  prevent  a  concentration  of  the  enemy  against  Sheridan.  Several 
batteries  were  captured.  The  prisoners  captured  will  amount  to  several 
thousand. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


City  Point,  April  1,  JS65. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Yours  showing  Sheridan's  success  of  to-day  is  just  received  and  highly 
appreciated.  Having  no  great  deal  to  do  here,  I  am  still  sending  the 
substance  of  your  dispatches  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 
A2}ril  J,  1865.     (Received  12  a.  m.  2d.) 
Colonel  Bowers: 

As  to  past  events  you  are  posted.  Orders  have  been  issued  for  all 
the  corps  to  attack  at  once  or  as  soon  as  the  assaulting  columns  can  be 
formed.  All  this  will  be  preceded  by  an  artillery  attack.  Wright  feels 
confident  that  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  he  starts  lie  will  have  the 
enemy's  works,  and  he  says  he  can  and  will  hold  them.  Great 
enthusiasm  and  confidence  of  success  seem  to  exist  among  the  ofiicers 
and  men.    Miles'  division  goes  to  Sheridan  at  12  to-night. 

E,  S.  PARKER. 
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Special  Okders,  )  Hdqes.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  C7.  i  City  Point,  Va.,  April  J,  1865. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Sclmrz,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  in  the  First  Army  Corps,  and  will  report  in  person  to  Maj.  Gen. 
W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding  Military  Division  of  tlie  Mississippi,  for 
assignment. 

The  following  staff  officers  will  accompany  General  Schnrz :  Maj.  E. 
r.  Hoffmann,  additional  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  Charles  Spraul,  additional 
aide-de-camp;  Capt.  J.  C.  A.  Scheuofsky,  additional  aide-de-camp. 
The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation  for  ofticei-s, 
horses,  servants,  &c. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  1,  1865 — 6  a.  m.    (Received  6.25  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

The  officer  jent  to  Sheridan  returned  between  2  and  3  a.  m.  without 
any  written  communication,  but  giving  General  S|heridan]'s  opinion 
that  the  enemy  were  retiring  from  his  front.  The  absence  of  firing  this 
morning  would  seem  to  confirm  this.  I  was  asleep  at  the  time  this  offi- 
cer returned  and  did  not  get  the  information  till  just  now.  Should  this 
prove  true  Warren  will  be  at  or  near  Dinwiddle  soon  with  his  whole 
corps  and  will  require  further  orders. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Dabnet's  Mill,  April  1, 1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

/Second  Corps  Headquarters: 
General  Barnard  has  been  out  examining  the  left  of  Ord's  and  right 
of  Humphreys'  lines  and  says  that  Ord  is  farthest  in  advance,  and 
that  he  thinks  Humphreys'  can  be  thrown  up  even  with  it  without  dif- 
ficulty. 1  am  in  hoi)es  Humphreys  will  be  able  to  carry  the  enemy's 
line  next  to  the  creek  when  Ord's  battery  is  established.  The  engineer 
officer  thinks  this  will  be  done  by  2  p.  m. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


Dabney's,  April  1, 1865 — i.35  p.  m. 
General  Meade  : 

General  Weitzel  reports  that  Hartsuflf  has  captured  a  man  from 
Mahone's  division.  Uartsuff  says  that  he  is  morally  certain  that 
Mahone  has  not  moved. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

(Copy  by  Webb  to  Generals  Ord,  Wright,  and  Parke.) 
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Dabney's  Mill,  April  J,  18(15 — 5.5.5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

The  guns  have  not  been  put  into  the  battery  opposite  Hays' right,  but 
"will  be  put  in  to-night.  You  will  therefore  order  that  Hays'  attack  be 
made  simultaneously  with  the  other  corps  on  the  north  side  in  the 
morning. 

U.  S.  GEAIS^T, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dakney's  Mill,  April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

General  Ord's  engineer  officer  did  not  get  the  guns  in  hia  new  bat- 
tery opposite  Hays'  right  to-day.  They  will  be  in,  however,  to-night, 
and  Hay.s'  movement  on  this  side  the  run  can  be  made  in  the  morning 
M'ith  the  other  movement. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's,  April  1, 1865 — 5.40  p.  m. 

(Keceived  5.50  ]i.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Mackenzie  is  now  on  White  Oak  road  where  the  right  branch  from 
J.  Boisseau's  intersects  it.  Sheridan,  with  his  cavalry,  and  the  Fifth 
Corps  are  about  assaulting  at  the  Five  Forks,  and  feel  no  doubt  of 
succeeding  in  carrying  it.  I  think  Miles'  division  should  be  wheeled 
by  the  right  immediately  so  as  to  take  the  position  Griffin  had  yester- 
day, and  to  prevent  re-enforcing  against  Sheridan.  Miles  will  be  in 
I)osition  where  he  can  fight  or  resume  his  present  position  as  may 
become  necessary. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

llodorsement.] 

5.50  r.  M. 
General  Humphreys: 
You  will  comply  with  the  following  [above]  order  as  far  as  practi- 

ALEX.  S.  WEliB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  ktaff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865—6  p.  m.     (Sent  G.IO  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  in  regard  to  Humphreys'  left  sent  to  him  with  orders 
in  case  the  enemy  turn  his  left  and  rear,  which  will  now  be  in  the  air, 
he  must  return.  I  send  you  a  telegram  just  received  from  him.  Two 
of  the  brigades  reported  in  front  of  Sheridan  are  in  his  front,  Wise's 
and  Hunton's.  Humphreys  reports  the  enemy  about  3.30  made  a  dem- 
onstration on  him  with  about  a  brigade,  but  retired  before  attacking. 

GEO,  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Geant's  Hbadquaetees, 
April  1, 1S65.     (Received  8.35  p.  m.^ 
Major-Geiieral  Meade  : 

Captain  Hudson  has  jnst  returned  from  Sheridan.  Sheridan  has 
captured  everything  before  him.  He  has  Steuart's  and  two  other  bri- 
gade wagon  trains,  &c.,  and  is  pushing  now.  Humphreys  must  push 
now,  or  everything  will  leave  liis  front  and  be  concentrated  against 
Sheridan.  Inform  Parke  of  this  and  tell  him  to  be  on  the  watch  to 
goiu. 

U.  S.  GltANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarteks  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  ISd'J—SAO  p.  m. 
General  Grant  : 

Dispatch  giving  Hudson's  report  received.  General  Humphreys  was 
ordered  to  push  his  left  out  to  the  White  Oak  road  and  at  7  \>.  lu.  ho 
reported  Miles  moving  out  to  place  his  division  across  that  road,  Mott 
has  one  and  a  half  brigades  of  his  division  extended  in  single  rank 
keeping  up  connection  with  Miles.  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions 
orders  have  been  sent  to  Humphreys  to  assault  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow 
the  (3row  House  battery,  and  he  was  authorized  [at]  the  same  time  to 
assault  from  any  point  near  his  center  or  left  where  he  deemed  it  prac- 
ticable to  do  so;  if  successful,  he  is  to  push  up  the  IJoydton  road. 
Your  dispatch  says,  "  Humphreys  is  to  push  now."  Do  you  mean  he 
is  to  attack  to-night?  Orders  were  sent  to  both  Wright  and  Parke  to 
attack  to-morrow  at  4  a.  m.  These  orders  were  peremptory,  no  discre- 
tion being  left  to  them  excejit  as  to  point  of  attack  and  formation  of 
troops.  Your  last  dispatch  says,  "  Parke  should  bo  notified  to  watch." 
Do  you  mean  his  orders  are  to  be  changed? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Mdjor-Gencral. 


Grant's  Headquaiitees, 
April  1,  lS6i) — 8.40  p.  m.     (Eeceived  8.50  p.  m.) 
General  Meade: 

Generals  Wright  and  Parke  should  both  be  directed  to  feel  for  a 
chance  to  get  through  the  enemy's  lines  at  once,  and  if  they  can  get 
through  sliould  push  on  to-night.  All  our  batteries  might  be  opened 
at  once  without  waiting  for  preparing  assaulting  columns.  Let  the 
corps  commanders  know  the  result  on  the  left,  and  that  it  is  still  being 
pushed.     Several  batteries  were  captured  and  over  4,000  prisoners. 

U.  S.  GllANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Dabney's  Mill, 
April  1,  1805 — 9.03  p.  m.     (Received  9.24  p.  in.) 
Major-General  Meade  : 

My  dispatch  of  which  yours  of  8.40  is  a  reply  was  not  sufficiently  dis- 
tinct. One  sent  since,  though,  gives  my  wishes  more  distinctly.  Col- 
onel Porter  left  Sheridan  since  7  p.  m.  At  that  time  Sheridan  was 
pushing  west  from   Five  Forks,  driving  the  remnant  of  the  enemy 
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before  Mm.  Mackenzie  pushed  north  on  the  Ford  road.  I  believe  with 
a  bombardment  beforehand  the  enemy  will  abandon  his  works.  If 
not  pursued  Sheridan  may  find  everything  against  him.  Humphreys 
can  push  every  reserve  he  has  to  his  left,  and  if  he  finds  the  enemy 
breaking  in  his  front  then  push  the  single  line  left  directly  to  the  front. 
If  there  is  no  break  made  by  the  enemy  then  Miles'  division  can  be 
pushed  directly  down  the  White  Oak  road.  Parke  and  Wright  can 
open  Avitli  artillery  and  feel  with  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters,  and  if 
the  enemy  is  giving  way  push  directly  after  him.  Ord  has  been 
instructed  the  same  way. 

U.  S.  (lEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Dabney's  Mill, 
April  1, 1865—9.30  p.  m.    (Eeceived  10.05  p.  m.) 
General  Meade  : 

I  would  fix  12  o'clock  to-night  for  starting  Miles'  division  down 
White  Oak  road  to  join  Sheridan,  if  the  enemy  is  not  started  by  that 
time,  and  the  Second  Corps  in  pursuit.  With  Miles'  division  and  what 
he  already  has  I  think  Sheridan  could  hold  all  of  Lee's  army  that  could 
be  got  against  him  until  we  could  get  up. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

10.15  p.  M. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

For  your  information.  Can  you  get  through  operations  on  your  left 
in  time  to  move  Miles  down  Wfhite]  0[ak]  road  at  12  o'clock? 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Heabquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  If  1865 — 9.25  v.  m.     (Received  9.45- p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  liave  sent  you  copy  of  order  to  Humphreys,  Wright,  and  Parke.* 
Humphreys'  has  gone  to  him,  but  the  line  being  down  between  here 
and  Ord's  I  have  sent  Wright's  and  Parke's  to  be  telegraphed  from 
Humphreys'  Station  by  tlie  railroad  line  to  those  officers.  I  am  truly 
delighted  with  the  news  from  Sheridan.  What  part  did  Warren  take? 
I  take  it  for  granted  he  was  engaged. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865 — 9.40  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  have  modified  my  orders  to  conform  with  your  dispatch  of  9.20 
[9.0a '^]  p.  m.,  viz:  Ordered  Humphreys  to  push  outat  once  from  his  left; 
if  the  enemy  yields  follow  with  everytliing;  if  he  cannot  make  any 

•  See  9  p.  m.,  p.  407. 
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impression  move  Miles  at  once  down  the  White  Oak  road.  Parke  and 
Wright  to  open  with  artillery,  feel  with  skirmishers  and  sharpsliooters, 
and  follow  up  any  success.    Telegraphic  communication  now  with  all. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General: 


Dabney's  Mill, 
April  1,  1865 — 'J.50  p.  m.     (Received  10  p.  m.) 
General  Meade  : 

Your  dispatch  to  corps  commanders  received.*  I  did  not  mean  that 
attack  should  be  made  without  forming  assaulting  columns,  but  that 
batteries  should  open  on  receipt  of  orders.  They  can  feel  out  with 
skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  if  the  enemy  is  leaving,  and  attack  in 
their  own  way. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquabtees  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865—10.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  of  9.30  has  been  sent  to  General  ITumi)hreys.  At 
what  time  would  you  like  the  Second  Corps  to  follow  Miles  to  join 
Sheridan  ?  For  if  this  movement  is  made  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove 
the  hospitals  and  wagon  train  to  the  other  side  of  Hatcher's  liun. 

G.  G.  MEAbB, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865—11.05  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  forward  you  Wright's  dispatch.t  The  preparations  are  in  accord- 
ance with  my  original  order.  1  approve  of  his  plans,  and,  if  authorized, 
will  ffive  him  the  order  to  carry  them  out. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 
April  1,  1865.     (Received  11.10  p.  m.) 
General  Meade: 

1  like  the  way  Wright  talks;  it  argues  success.    1  heartily  approve. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 
April  1,  1865.     (Received  11.10  p.  m.) 
Geueral  Meade: 

The  Fifth  Corps  was  in  and  did  splendidly,  but  Sheridan  had  to 
relieve  Warren  on  the  field  after  the  fight  began. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


•  See  9  p.  ni.,  p.  407.  t  See  U  p.  m.,  p.  423. 
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Hbadquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865—11.35  p.  m. 
Lieutenaiit-General  Grant: 

HumpLreys  inquires  whether  he  is  to  attack  the  Grow  house  battery 
now  01-  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow,  as  previously  ordered,  or  at  all  in  case 
Miles  fails  to  break  through  ou  the  left.    What  do  you  say? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865 — 11 J5  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
General  Humphreys  inquires  if  Miles  [is]  to  move  down  the  White  Oak 
road  promptly  at  12,  without  reference  to  whether  he  has  been  able  by 
that  time  to  attack  the  enemy.  I  have  informed  him  the  order  was  pred- 
icated ou  the  supposition  that  General  Miles  would  by  that  time  have 
made  his  attack  and  settled  this  question,  and  I  consider  au  hour  or  two 
of  less  importance  than  settling  the  question  of  the  enemy's  strength  in 
Miles'  front.  Am  I  right,  or  must  Miles  move  down  promptly  at  12,  in 
case  by  tliat  time  he  has  not  attacked?  Please  answer  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


April  1,  1865 — 11.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

I  do  not  know  that  the  battery  in  front  of  the  Crow  house  is  the  best 
place  for  Humphreys  to  attack.  Wherever  he  thinks  he  stands  the  best 
chance  for  breaking  through  will  satisfy  all  conditions.  If  he  is  satis- 
fied on  feeling  that  the  enemy  has  not  weakened  his  lines  then  I  do 
not  care  to  have  him  attack,  but  to  send  Miles'  division  as  previously 
directed  and  look  out  for  his  left  with  what  remains.  I  do  not  want  him 
to  attack  and  send  Miles  oft'  both.  Before  starting  Miles  he  had  better 
wait  now  until  say  2  a.  m.,  until  we  have  a  further  opportunity  of  see- 
ing what  the  enemy  is  doing.  If  the  enemy  are  now  leaving  it  is  not 
impossible  that  he  may  be  going  on  the  White  Oak  road,  the  very  one 
Miles  will  have  to  move  on. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  April  l,  1865 — 1.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  know  whether  you  wish  General 
Francis  C.  Barlow  ordered  to  duty  in  your  army. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
,    ,  April  ],  1865. 

General  J.  A.  IIardie: 

Notwitbstandiiis  the  precautions  taken,  General  Meade's  order*  is 
published  m  all  the  papers  of  Thursday,  including-  tlie  Chronicle,  as 
(•onnn<>'  from  (ieneral  Grant.  The  general  wishes  me  to  ask  you  if  tliis 
cannot  be  looked  into. 

(iKO.  1).  ItUGGLES, 
Asuinfan t  Adjutant-  General. 


Office  of  the  Provost-MaushalGeneeal, 

Armies  Operating  Against  Kiciimond, 
^  April,  1,  ISh;-). 

General  Sharpe, 

Headquarters  General  Grant: 
With  exceptitm  of  Pi(!kett's  division,  which  is  now  in  your  front,  no 
change  in  enemy's  lines  in  front  of  Bermuda  Hundred  and  on  north 
side  of  the  James.    Sent  parties  through  as  you  directed;  expect  them 

back  in  the  nnnning.     K not  back  yet.     PrisoTiers  and  deserters 

know  n<)thing  of  any  troops  coming  from  North  Carolina.    Don't  think 
any  have  come. 

OLIVER. 


Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal  General, 

Armies  Operating  Against  Kichmond, 

April  1,  1805. 
J.  C.  Babcock, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Pototnac: 
Nothinfj  known  by  prisoners  and  deserters  in  reference  to  troops 
coming  fiom   l^orth  Carolina.    Position   on   nortli    side  James  and 
Bernnida  front  unchanged,  except  that  all  of  Pickett's  division  is  now 
in  your  front. 

OLIVER. 


Tower  Signal  Station, 

April  1, 1805 — U  a.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
At  8  a.  in.  wagon  train,  reported  last  eve  as  i^arked  near  Cox's  road, 
moved  left  on  same  road.  At  same  time  five  pieces  of  artillery  (liinht 
12-pounders)  with  four  caissons  came  from  tlie  right  (our  riglit)  and 
moved  along  with  the  wagon  train,  disappeai-ing  on  the  left.  Camp 
near  Daggett's  seems  partially  deserted.  Pickets  relieved  as  usual. 
The  wagon  train  above  mentioned  was  increased  since  last  report  by 
twenty  wagons,  six  of  them  having  black  covers.  Tlie  two  [)ieces  of 
artillery, reported  halted  on  Cox'sroad  yesterday, disappeared  last  night. 

E.  H.  WARD  WELL, 
Lieutenant  and.  Signal  Officer. 

([Same  to  Lieutenant  Dillingham,  headquarters  iJfinth  Army  Coi'ps, 
and  Brevet  Major  Paine,  General  Ord's  headquarters.) 

'See  Geiierul  Orders,  No.  13,  p.  174, 
at)  B  R— VOL  XL VI,  PT  III 
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April  1, 1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Captain  Davis: 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

All  quiet. 

Carothers : 

Train  of  cars  standing  at  Richmond  railroad  station  8  o'clock.  A  train  of  nineteen 
wagons  and  some  led  horses  and  uiules  just  moved  to  our  left  on  Pocahontas  road. 
Think  the  wagons  loaded  from  the  railro.ad  train. 

JUDSON. 

New  cainp  of  seven  A-tents  in  open  space  west  of  Richmond  road.  Saw  no  trains 
on  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad.  Could  hear  trains  on  South  Side  Railroad 
and  iu  the  city. 

JORDAN. 
All  quiet  at  this  time. 

L.  A.  ])ILLmGHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

(Same  to  Lieutenant  Fearey,  headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps.) 


TowEii  Signal  Station, 

April  1,  1805 — 11  a.  m. 

Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Battery  of  three  pieces  (lisht  12-p()unders)  and  three  caissous  came 
from  city  on  Boydtoii  road  and  passed  ])()iiit  north  from  this  station  at 
10.30,  moving  left,  going  at  a  trot,  followed  by  one  ambulance.  One 
hundred  of  our  men,  prisoners,  under  guard,  moved  toward  city  on 
Boydton  road  at  0.30  a.  m. 

E.  H.  WARDWELL, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 

(Same  to  Lieutenant  Dillingham,  headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
and  Brevet  Major  Paine,  General  Ord's  headquarters.) 


Tower  Signal  Station, 

April  1,  1865 — 4.55  p.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Drove  of  100  horses  passed  toward  eueiny's  left  at  11.30  a.  m.,  on 
Cox's  road.  Eoni'  wagons  came  to  west  end  of  Mahoiic's  camp  and 
apparently  issued  rations  to  about  100  men  who  assembled  about  the 
wagons  at  that  point.  The  wagons  tlien  went  toward  the  city  from 
whence  they  came.  Two  wagons  issued  rations  to  men  who  came  out 
from  camj}  to  left  of  Oak  Grove,  the  wagons  standing  in  Boydton  road. 
Three  wagons  lelt  rations  at  camp  to  our  left  of  Mrs.  Hart's.  Two 
wagons  issued  rations  at  camj)  to  our  left  of  Battery  54.  At  3  p.  ni. 
about  sixty  horses  and  mules  in  drove  passed  toward  city  on  Cox's 
road.  Fourteen  wagons  passed  to  our  left  on  Cox's  road  at  4.30  p.  m. 
About  100  men  without  arms  passed  toward  our  left  at  4  p.  ra.  An 
unusual  number  of  wagons  moving  back  and  forth  on  both  Boydton 
and  Cox's  roads,  most  of  them  with  black  covers.    Few  men  seen  in. 
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front  line  of  works  to-day.  Prom  appearance  of  camps  and  number  of 
men  seen  should  estimate  t'ie  force  in  tliis  front,  viz,  from  Battery  45 
to  Battery  54,  at  about  seven  regiments  of  medium  size.  The  following 
trains  have  passed  during  the  day  on  Soutli  Side  Railroad :  At  C.30  a. 
ni.  one  train  of  live  passenger  and  one  box  car  went  west;  at  7  a.  m. 
train  of  nine  box  and  two  flats  went  west;  at  2  ]>.  m.  wood  train  of 
seven  cars  passed  toward  city.  At  present  writing  100  men  are  passing 
toward  our  right.  They  are  armed  and  equipped  and  Jnst  stopped  to 
rest.  Party  of  about  fifty  men  still  at  worlc  on  small  fort  at  the  ene- 
my's left  of  new  line.    Two  steel  guns  mounted  in  fort. 

E.  n.  WAllDWELL, 
Lieutenant,  and  Sif/ncd  Officer. 

(Same  to  Lieutenant  Dillingiiani,  headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
and  Brevet  Major  Paine,  General  Ord's  head(iuarters.) 


Ai'KiL  1,  1805 — 0  p.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  tSignal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Everything  has  been  quiet  on  this  front  to  day.  The  enemy  are 
moving  large  numbers  of  wagons  in  both  directions,  to  and  from  the 
direction  of  liichniond,  but  mostly  toward  out  left,  and  tliey  are  not  in 
large  trains,  but  a  few  at  a  time.  Working  party  near  Chesterfield  on 
the  work  in  the  rear  of  that  battery.  One  hundred  Union  prisoners 
moving  toward  Dnnlop's  from  the  left  has  been  leported  by  Hopping 
and  Jordan.  I  feel  that  1  cannot  spare  Hohnan  now,  and  have  sent 
Nicholls  to  relieve  ]\Iotiatt.     Do  you  object'? 

'  L.  A.  J)lLLlN(mAjM, 
JAcntciiaitt  and  ISujnal  Officer,  Niiitk  Army  Corpn. 

(Same  to  LientcMiant  Pearey,  lieadquartc.rs  Sixth  Army  Corps.) 


Hkauquaktkks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Col.  J.  C.  DUANE, 

Chief  Engineer : 
General  Meade  directs  yon  to  send  an  engineer  officer  to  advise  with 
Geniaal  Hays  and  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  carrying  the  work 
on  liis  right.     General  Hays  is  near  tlie  Crow  h(msc. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(iEO.  D.  lUTGGLES, 
A usintant  Adjutant-  General. 


flEADyUA]lTEU«    SECOND    ABMY    C0UP«. 

A2>ril  1,  lt>(i:j — 0.30  a.  m. 
Ma.jor-(4encral  Weub: 

1  have  resumed  the  position  occupied  by  me  yesterday  morning, 
extending  down  the  i>lank  road  and  oji  the  return.  The  movement 
commenced  at  3.30  a.  m. 

A.  A.  llUMPHliEYS. 
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Hkauquartkrs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Major-Geiieral  Humphreys, 

Gommanding  tiecond  Corps  : 
General:  The  commaudiiig  general  desires,  if  it  has  not  already 
been  done,  that  the  amount  of  aunnunitiou  ■with  the  men  be  brought 
u]>  to  that  prescribed  by  replacing  that  expended,  and  that  your  empty 
wagons  be  sent  to  the  rear  for  a  fresh  supply. 
liespectfuUy, 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
April  1,  1805 — !)  <i.  m.     (Received  9.15  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Weuu, 

Chief  of  Staf: 
I  find  General  Warren  occupies  a  small  part  of  the  line  in  the  vicinity 
of  Mrs.  Butler's  and  the  return;  as  soon  as  he  moves  out  Miles  Avill 
fill  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Gommanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865 — 13.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  throw  forward  your  right 
until  it  is  on  a  line  with  General  Grd's  line.  He  understands  that  it 
is  now  as  far  back  as  Grow's  house.  Tlie  bridge  across  Hatcher's  Run 
is  finished  near  this  point. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Sent  to  General  Hays  1.50  p.  lu.,  directing  him  to  move  forward  his 
right  as  above. 

C.  A.  W|HITTIER], 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865—1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
1  have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  12.45  p.  m.     General  Ord  replied 
to  my  coinnninicatiou  of  an  early  hour  this  morning: 

My  battery  may  ha  placed  to-day,  but_  the  men  lue  fatigued  ami  work  slowly. 
Shall  let  yoii  know  wlien  it  is  ready. 

1  have  received  no  communication  since  respecting  the  right  of  Hays. 
I  shall  order  it  to  be  advanced  on  a  line  with  General  Ord's  immediately. 
I  have  not  examined  personally  the  connection  of  the  two  lines,  but  I 
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ordered  the  division  cominander  to  keep  his  line  advanced  with  Ord's, 
and  had  it  examined  yesterday  by  one  of  my  best  statt'  oiiicers.  It  was 
reported  to  me  yesterday  that  Ord's  line  was  farther  upstream  than 
mine,  bnttliat  the  reason  was  that  the  ground  on  my  side  was  better 
where  Hays'  line  was  fen-  every  object  then  in  view  tiian  a  position  on 
line  witli  (General  Tnrner's,  and  that  it  was  thus  mutually  understood 
between  the  two  division  commanders.  I  was  about  proceeding  to  the 
right  of  my  line  when  your  communication  reached  me.  I  was  on  my 
"way  there  when  I  was  recalled  to  my  headcjuarters  by  a  message  from 
General  Meade.  I  inclose  copies  of  (ieneral  Ord's  dispatch  and  of 
General  Hays'  report  of  an  attempted  attack  upon  tlie  Crow  house 
work  yesterday.  I  should  add  that  directions  were  issued  by  me  this 
morning  for  every  pi'eparation  to  be  made  to  carry  out  the  instructions 
respecting  the  Crow  house  work. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- (iowral,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Colonel  Hazard,  whom  I  sent  to  examine  the  work  again 
to  day,  has  just  returned  and  informs  me  that  the  chief  of  artillery  of 
General  Gibbon  (or  perhajjs  of  General  Ord)  stated  to  him  that  the 
batteries  will  not  be  finished  before  night,  a  statement  wliich  his  own 
opinion  confirmed  upon  an  examination  of  them. 

A.  A.  H., 
Major-  General. 


Headqiiar'I'krs  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  ],  18G5 — .9.75  i).  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webu, 

Chief  of  Staf: 
A  prisoner  just  picked  up  and  sent  in,  belonging  to  Mcintosh's  bat- 
talion, Chamberlayne's  battery  of  artillery,  reports  that  he  saw  part  of 
Longstreefs  corps  moving  to  their  light  this  morning.  He  saw  only 
(tOO  or  800.  Says  men  in  his  company  had  been  told  that  thei-e  were 
12,000.  W^ise's  brigade  is  supporting  the  battery  to  which  this  man 
belongs.  Gracie's  brigade  is  on  right  of  Wise,  and  Hunton  on  right  of 
Gracie. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Hbadquarter.s  Second  Army  Cori's, 

April  1,  JH05- — -1.45  p.  m. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  ISIott  reports,  dated  .'5  j).  m.,  that  his  officer  of  the  day  has 
just  reported  the  enemy  to  be  advancing  on  his  extreme  left  across  the 
open  field  in  front  of  his  jjicket-line  in  force  of  at  least  a  brigade. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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HKAnQTTARTERS   AEMY   OF   THE   POTOMAC, 

April  1,  1805— fi  p.  m. 
MaJ.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Second  Corps  : 
If  Mott  is  on  your  left  the  dispatch  of  General  Grant  will  refer  to 
him.     You  must  take  care  of  your  left.    If  the  enemy  comes  out  to 
attack  it  in  force  you  must  look  out  for  it  and,  if  necessary,  fall  back  to 
your  old  line. 

By  order  of  (ieneral  Meade: 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  ami  Chief  of  Sinff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
April  1,  18(1') — (i.SO  p.  m.     (Iteceived  7.0.5  ]>.  ni.) 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  liave  directed  General  ]\Iiles  to  place  his  division  across  the  White 
Oak  road,  near  the  point  where  he  readied  it  yesterday.  1  have  directed 
General  Mott  to  use  De  Trobriand's  brigade  and  one-half  of  McAllis- 
ter's to  hold  in  sing^le  rank  as  much  of  the  line  of  yesterday  as  possible 
and  connect  with  Miles.  This  is  the  only  manner  in  which  I  can  get 
Miles  onto  the  White  Oak  road  and  keep  up  conuection  with  our  line 
to  Hatcher's  Run.  Yesterday  Miles  did  not  reach  it  while  holding  the 
Hue  in  any  strength. 

A.  A.  nUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headqttarters  Army  or  the  Potomac, 

April  ?,  1865— G.SO  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second.  Corps: 

You  will  attack  the  Grow  house  work  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow,  at  which 
time  an  assault  will  be  delivered  on  the  front  of  the  Army  of  the  James, 
Sixth  and  Kinth  Corps.  If  you  can,  in  your  judgment,  effect  a  lodg- 
ment on  any  other  point  you  are  authorized  to  attack  at  the  same  time 
you  assault  the  Crow  house  work,  viz,  4  a.  m.  Should  your  assanlt  be 
successful  you  Avill  throw  forward  your  whole  command  in  the  directicm 
of  the  Boydton  ])lank  road,  endeavoring  to  communicate  with  the.troops 
on  your  right  and  looking  well  to  your  left. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  lieneral. 


Headqitarters  Army  ok  the  Potomac, 

April  ],  1865—7.40  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

Has  your  provost-marshal  sent  in  all  your  prisoners?     How  many  do 
you  report  for  yesterday? 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Chap.LVIIT.I  COHRESPONDENCE,  etc. — UNION.  407 

Hkadqitautkes  Second  Army  Coeps, 

April  1,  ISd:') — 8.49  p.  m. 
Brevet  Majoi-rreiieral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Stoff: 
My  provost-marshal  sent  150  prisoners  forward  yesterday.    There  is 
some  misuuderstiuiding  as  to  the  number  sent  from  Miles,  and  I  have 
not  yet  a  full  explanation. 

A.  A.  humphep:ys, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Heahqiiakters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1866 — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General:  I  understand  the  concluding  paragraph  of  your  direc- 
tions to  assault  the  work  near  the  Crow  house  to  mean  tliat  the  por- 
tion of  my  command  on  the  right  of  the  Boydton  plank  road  will  be 
thrown  forward  in  the  direction  of  that  road,  and  that  the  position  on 
the  left  will  be  made  to  conform  to  the  movement  of  the  other  part, 
and  the  new  conditions.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  direction  to  General 
Hays.* 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headqttarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  ISO-} — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

General  Sheridan  has  had  a  severe  fight  with  the  enemy  west  of  Din- 
widdie  Court-House;  cavalry  and  Fifth  Corps  engaged.  Sheridan  has 
completely  routed  the  enemy,  capturing  several  batteries,  over  4,000 
])ris()uers,  and  jiumeious  trains.  To  prevent  re-enforcements  being  sent 
to  the  forces  operating  against  Sheridan  it  is  necessary  you  should  feel 
for  a  chance  to  get  through  the  eiiemy's  lines  at  once,  and  if  you  can 
get  through  push  on  to-night.  Let  your  batteries  be  opened  without 
waiting  for  the  time  to  form  assaulting  columns;  attack  without  delay, 
Sheridan  is  still  pushing  the  enemy. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Wright  and  Pai'ke,  and  copy  to  General  Grant.) 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865 — 9.15  p.  m.     (Keceived  9.4.5  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Your  telegram  received.  The  order  to  assault  at  once  applies  to  the 
Crow  liouse  work  as  well  as  all  other  points  I  suppose.  I  shall  order 
accordingly.     Please  let  me  know  if  1  am  right  in  this? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

•  See  8  p.  in.,  p.  413. 
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HKADlitTAllTKllS    AUMY    OF    THE    POTOMAC, 

April  7,  ISfiS — 9..j'5  j).  in. 
Major-CrPiieral  Humphreys: 

The  following'  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-general  are  sent  to 
you  for  your  information,  and  previousinstructions  are  modified  accord- 
ingly: 

Hunipluuys  can  push  every  reserve  he  bas  from  his  left,  and  if  he  finds  the  enemy 
breakiug  from  Ins  front  thtn  push  liis  single  line  left  directly  to  the  front.  If  he 
cannot  break  the  enemy  then  Miles'  division  should  be  pushed  riifht  down  the  White 
Oak  road. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

Official.]  10.15  p.  m. 

General  Miles: 

Be  prepared  to  move  down  tbe  White  Oak  road  at  12  o'clock  to-night 
to  join  General  Sheridan  if  you  cannot  start  the  enemy  hy  that  time. 
Keport  to  General  Humphreys  as  soon  as  you  can  what  is  the  con- 
dition of  aifairs  with  you  and  what  are  the  probabilities  of  attacking 
the  enemy  successfully  and  of  starting  him. 

By  command  of  Major-(Teneral  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
A  xsistant  A  djii tan t-  General. 


Headqttarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865—9.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hitmphreys, 

Second  Corps: 
General  Meade  says  that  you  construed  his  dispatch  correctly,  but  the 
last  dispatch  from  General  Grant  has  modified  the  order,  and  yon  need 
only  attack  from  your  left. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
April  1,  1865—10.25  p.  m.     (Keceived  10.50  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb: 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  diiected  General  Miles  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  whether 
he  can  attack  the  enemy's  line  successfully  or  start  them,  and  informed 
him  if  he  could  not,  to  be  ready  to  move  at  12  o'clock  down  the  White 
Oak  road  to  join  Sheridan.  I  think  the  question  can  be  decided  by  12 
o'clock. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


April  1,  1865.     (Received  10.50  p.  m.) 
Major-(ieueral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Then  the  order  to  Hays  remains  as  it  was — to-morrow  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 
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Second  Army  Corps, 
April  1, 1865—11.20  p.  m.    (Received  11.35  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  niulerstaiid  my  orders  to  be  to  push  General  Miles  down  the  Wliite 
Oak  road  to  join  Slieridan  if  he  has  not  by  12  o'clock  started  the 
enemy  or  broken  through  their  lines,  and  that  I  am  not  to  await  any 
further  orders  from  General  Meade  upon  that  subject.  Let  me  know 
if  1  am  right.  It  takes  much  time  to  communicate  with  General  Miles, 
he  is  so  distant. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865—11.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

Your  construction  of  the  order  in  reference  to  Miles'  movement  is 
correct.  Has  he  advanced  any  ?  Of  course  if  he  is  about  advancing,  or 
in  the  act  of  attacking,  I  don't  uuderstand  the  precise  order  is  to  halt 
luni.  The  order  was  predicated  on  the  supposition  he  could  have  set- 
tled the  question  iu  his  front  by  that  time. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865 — 11.55  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade. 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
1  have  received  no  report  from  General  Miles  since  I  sent  him  your 
first  orders  to  attack.  There  is  firing  now  on  his  front  by  fits  and  starts. 
He  nnist  have  advanced.  The  officer  who  took  him  the  last  order  has 
not  returned.  He  was  directed  to  wait  and  bring  back  a  re])ort  of  the 
conditions'of  things.  Their  artillery  has  opened  on  Miles.  They  cJieer 
from  time  to  time  in  their  works,  but  the  cheering  is  not  extensive. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


April  1, 1865, 
General  Humphreys, 

Second  Corps: 
General  Meade  directs  that  corps  commanders  will  take  their  time 
from  these  headquarters  in  order  to  insure  uniformity  to-morrow. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  General  Wright,  Sixth  Corps,  and  General  Parke,  Ninth 
Corps.) 


410  N.  AND  SE,  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVm. 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  ],  1865 — 8. so  p.  m. 

Brevet  Captain  Howell,  U.  S.  Engineers, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  Humphreys  wishes  the  1,100  men  at  work  corduroyinj«'  sent 
back  to  their  commands  at  once,  and  they  will  be  returned  to  you  as 
soon  its  they  can  be  spared.     Please  notify  me  of  your  action. 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIER, 
A  HxiHfant  A  djutant-  General. 


Headqttakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  18(15. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  shall  need  the  detail  of  1,100  men  and  tools  for  three 
days  more,  if  you  can  spare  them,  to  corduroy  a  road  immediately  in 
re^jr  of  Second  Corps  from  Armstrong's  Mill  to  Boydton  rf)ad. 

C.  W.  HOWELL, 
Corps  of  Engineers. 


April  1,  186.5—12.40  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys  : 

1  liave  just  received  your  dispatch  by  Captain  Wister.  Under  the 
order  to  witlulraw  at  once  I  thought  we  each  could  do  so  individually, 
under  the  cover  of  darkness,  and  so  ordered.  I  have  since  received 
orders  to  attack  the  enemy  with  two  divisions,  sending  one  down  the 
plank  road  to  report  to  General  Sheridan,  and  do  so  to-morrow.  My 
artillery,  live  four-gun  batteries,  under  General  Wainwright,  will 
remain  on  the  line  of  the  plank  road.  I  think  the  enemy  that  drove 
(ieneral  Sheridan  to-day  must  withdraw  to-night.  I  have  a  brigade  on 
the  road  nortli  from  J.  Boisseau's.  I  have  now  orders  to  move  agafnst 
the  for(;e  that  attacked  Sheridan  to-day  aiul  shall  send  all  I  have  to 
move  there  or  wherever  the  firing  of  a  battle  near  us  may  indicate. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 

April  1, 1865—1  a.  m. 
General  Crawford,  on  receipt  of  order  by  return  of  staff'  officer,  to  halt 
and  wait  further  orders. 

G.  K.  W. 


April  1,  186.5—3.24  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  line  at  present  does  not  rest  on  Gravelly  Run,  but  one-third  of  a 
mile  from  a  large  branch  of  the  run. 
For  Major  General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Fifth  Akmv  Corps, 
.  April  1,  jmr, — S.n()  p.  m. 

Major  (ieneiiil  II umphue yr, 

Commanding  ISecond  Corps: 
General  :  General  Warren  lias  j  ust  ordered  corps  headquarters  to  be 
moved  to  the  front;  also  a  train  of  supplies  and  two  batteries.  The 
command  now  at  this  point  under  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Pearson  is 
to  go  with  the  train  as  escort.  General  Pearson  will  Avithdraw  his 
pickets  and  guard  at  the  bridge  over  the  run.  Lie  said  he  would  notify 
General  Miles  of  the  withdrawal  ot  liis  pickets. 

1  am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P14ED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Asuistaut  A  djutant-  General. 


Hkadquahtkhs  Skconh  Army  Corps. 

A2>nl  1,  ISOo—l.dO  a.,  m. 
This  corps  will  resume  the  position  which  it  occupied  yesterday 
morning.  The  movement  -will  be  made  simultaneously  by  the  Second 
and  Third  Divisions  at  3.30  o'clock  punctually  this  morning.  General 
Hays  will  occupy  from  his  present  right  to  Avhere  his  left  was  at  6 
o'clock  yesterday  morning.  Geueral  Mott  will  occupy  from  the  place 
last  referred  to,  to  the  liainey  house,  at  the  intersection  of  the  Boydton 
plank  road  and  Quaker  road.  General  Miles  will  hold  from  the  Eaiiiey 
liouse  down  the  Boydton  plank  road,  and  the  return  toward  Gravelly 
llun.  The  pickets  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  will  be  modified 
to  meet  this  new  position.  Everything  will  be/lone  to  strengthen  the 
positions  taken  up  as  much  as  possible. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders. I  HEAixaTARTicRS  Sec!ond  Army  Corps, 

April  J,  1865. 

I.  Brigadier-General  Hays,  (commanding  Second  Division,  will  assault 
the  work  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Crow  house  at  4  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning.  At  the  same  time  the  Army  of  the  .lames,  the  Sixth  and 
Ninth  Corps,  will  assault  the  works  in  their  front. 

II.  In  the  event  of  being  successful  that  ])ortion  of  the  corps  on  the 
right  of  the  Boydton  plank  road  will  be  thrown  forward  toward  it. 
That  portion  on  the  left  of  the  Boydton  plank  road  will  be  made  to 
conform  to  the  movements  of  the  portion  on  the  right. 

III.  The  whole  (torps  will  be  ready  to  move  at  4  a.  m.  The  com- 
niauding-genoral  will  be  found  at  that  hour  near  the  point  of  assault. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headqttaktekr  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  18G5—1.S0  a.  m. 
General  Miles: 

111  case  your  wagons  cannot  be  got  out  of  the  way,  you  will  be 
obliged  to  modify  your  line  from  what  is  directed  in  the  accompanying 
order,*  so  as  to  include  the  wagons,  for  awhile  at  any  rate.     Let  me 
know,  for  Mott  must  modify  his  line  if  yon  have  to  yours. 
Very  respectfully, 

0.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Asaistant  Adjutant- General. 


Heaikjttarters  First  Division,  Seoond  Army  Corps, 

April  ],  IMH. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  V/hittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  I  have  directed  my  ])icket-]ine  to  fall  back  to  the  line  of 
works  occupied  by  the  line  of  this  division.     This  will  be  done  just 


before  daylight. 


]Sr.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  ],  ]865—8.4r>  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second.  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  liave  advanced  and  occupied  the  works  held  last  night 
by  the  Fifth  Corps,  the  Third  Brigade  on  the.  right,  the  Fourth  in 
center,  and  the  First  on  the  left.  The  Second  Brigade  will  be  moved 
np  ill  rear  of  the  left  flank.  My  right  is  near  where  it  rested  last  night. 
My  left  brigade  at  the  White  Oftk  road  with  its  left  refused.  Have 
sent  party  of  twenty  Ave  men  down  the  White  Oak  road  to  communi- 
cate with  the  cavalry  or  whatever  may  be  there.  The  enemj'  occupy 
their  picket-line  in  front  of  their  line  of  works.  The  firing  is  now 
between  the  skirmishers.  The  Third  Division  connects  on  my  right  in 
a  thin  line,  and  I  would  suggest  that  fires  be  built  along  it  to  make  the 
enemy  think  we  have  a  strong  line.  Division  headquarters  are  in  rear 
of  Second  Brigade,  in  large  open  field  and  near  White  Oak  road.  I 
would  like  a  small  party  of  mounted  men  as  a  patrol  to  keej)  up  com- 
munication with  the  cavalry  if  I  succeed  in  opening  it. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Skcond  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  J8(i5 — 3  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  :  General  Warren  has  just  ordered  his  lieadquarters,  a  train 
of  supplies,  and  two  batteries  to  be  moved  to  the  front.  The  command 
which  has  been  left  here  under  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Pearson  is  to 

*  See  1.30  a.  m.,  p.  411. 
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guard  the  train  as  escort  Geueral  Pearson  will  witlidiaw  bis  ])icket8 
and  the  guard  at  the  bridge  on  the  run.  You  will  have  to  take  the 
place  of  both  of  the  latter. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hunipiireys: 

0.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Ansixian t  A djutant- General. 

General  Mott  reports  that  the  division  officer  of  the  day  reports  the 
enemy  advancing  on  Lis  extreme  left  in  force  of  at  least  a  brigade. 


HKAliyUAKTKKS   SkCOND   DIVISION,  SECOND   AKMY    CoKPS, 

April  1,  1865 — 9.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  attempted  to  take  the  redoubt,  but  found  it  impos- 
sible to  effect  it.  The  heavy  slashing  is  impassable.  The  tire  of  the 
artillery  from  the  redoubt  amounted  to  nothing.  We  got  so  near  the 
fort  that  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  not  used.  Will  you  please 
send  one  of  your  engineer  officers  to  look  at  the  ground? 

W.  HAYS, 
Briijadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  JHvixion. 


Hkadc^uarteks  Second  Division,  Skcond  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  18U5. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
Sir:  With  regard  to  an  attack  upon  the  redoubt  on  my  front,  I  have 
to  state  that  I  looked  at  the  redoubt  this  mornin}-  and  found  it  to  contain 
two  guns.  It  is  at  the  intersection  of  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  me 
with  those  in  front  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  It  is  on  this  side  of 
Hatcher's  Knn.  Our  pickets  are  about  200  yards  from  it,  so  close  that 
the  guns  can  not  be  used.  The  slashing  in  front  of  the  redoubt  is  very 
heavy.  I  cowld  see  no  troops  in  that  part  of  the  enemy's  line  in  front 
of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  I  think  if  there  are  but  few  troops  in  and 
near  the  redoubt  it  could  be  taken  by  a  small  force — 400  or  500  of  sharp- 
shooters— but  if  there  is  considerable  force  defending  it  I  think  any 
Ibrce  could  not  without  great  loss  take  it.  If  a  force  of  1,(»00  or 
more  should  get  in  the  lines  and  the  enemy  should  concentrate  upon 
them  our  troops  would  find  it  impossible  to  retire  without  great  loss.  I 
am  in  favor  of  attacking  with  a  force  of  i)icke(l  men  (sharpshooters) 
in  preference  to  a  large  one.  The  attacking  party  can  be  supported  by 
a  force  to  take  advantage  of  any  success  we  miglit  gain.  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  getting  a  large  force  to  within  300  or  400  yards  of  the  works. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HAYS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


HEAUtiUARTEliS  Seo<JNU  AUMV  CoilPS, 

April  1,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Hays, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

You  will  assault  the  work  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Crow  house  tomor- 
row morning  at  4  o'clock.  At  the  same  time  the  Army  of  the  James 
and  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  will  attack  the  enemy's  works  in  their 
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fronts.  The  inspector-general  of  the  corps,  Colonel  Willian,  your 
engineer  officer,  Captain  Russell,  and  Cajitain  Howell,  the  engineer 
officer  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Anny,  unite,  I  am  informed,  in  the 
opinion,  from  their  exauiinations  to  day,  that  a  column  of  fours  can 
approach  the  work  without  serious  difiiculty  arising  from  obstructions, 
such  as  slashing,  &c.,  along  the  bank  of  Hatcher's  Kun.  You  will 
accordingly  attack  in  that  manner  and  follow  up  the  attack  witli  your 
whole  division.  Should  your  assault  be  successfnl  you  will  endeavor 
to  connect  with  General  Turner's  division  (the  division  on  your  riglit) 
and  move  in  the  direction  of  the  Boydton  plank  road.  The  assaulting 
column  should  be  supplied  with  axes  to  break  through  abatis  and  such 
impediments.  The  pioneers  should  be  close  at  hand  with  their  tools. 
The  intrenching  tools  should  be  at  hand.  It  would  be  well  to  strengthen 
materially  your  picket-line,  perhaps  double  it.  The  fire  of  your  sharp- 
shooters should  keep  down  the  artillery  fire  of  the  fort.  Your  artillery 
fire  should  be  used  only  in  the  event  of  a  failure  in  order  to  cover  your 
withdrawal.  Please  inform  me  where  your  head(]uartei's  will  be  at  the 
time  of  the  assault.  I  shall  be  on  the  ground. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


CiKCULAii.]    HT)yBs.  Second  Division,  Second  Akmy  Corps, 

April  1,  lm5. 

1.  Colonel  Mclvor,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  assault  in  col- 
umn of  fours,  with  the.  One  hundred  and  fifty -fifth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, One  hundred  and  seventieth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

2.  Captain  liussell,  chief  of  jnoneers  and  engineer  officer,  will  supply 
Colonel  Mclvor  with  twenty  axes  and  conduct  his  command.  The  head 
of  the  column  will  be  in  position  by  3  a.  m. 

3.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  will  send 
their  sharpshooters  forward  and  put  them  in  position  to  silence  the  bat- 
tery in  the  work  by  3  a.  m.  All  the  other  troops  will  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  move  to  support  if  Colonel  Mclvor  is  su<;cessful.  Division  head- 
quarters will  be  at  the  Crow  house. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Hays : 

JNO.  M.  NOKVELL, 
Major  and  Assutaut  AdjvUivt-General. 


HEADyUAKTKllS   THIKD    DIVISION,    SECOND    AKM\     CoHPS, 

April  1,  1803 — 3  p.  111. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  tiecond  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  The  officer  of  the  day  of  this  division  has  just  reported 
the  enemy  to  be  advancing  on  my  extreme  left,  across  the  open  field  in 
front  of  my  picket-line,  in  force  of  at  least  a  brigade. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 
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April  1,  1865 — 4  p.  m.     (Received  4.4.5  p.  ni.) 
Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps : 
The  force  of  the  enemy  that  was  observed  demonstrating  in  frout  of 
tlie  First  Brigade's  picket-line  has  moved  to  the  left  and  passed  this 
division.    Six  regiments  were  seen  by  me  to  come  over  their  works  in 
front  of  tlie  right  of  the  First  Brigade's  picket-line. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  GIFFOKD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ninety-third  New  York  Volunteers, 

Division  Officer  of  the  Day. 


Headquarteiis  Se(;oni)  Akm^'  Coups, 

April  1,  18G5—0.2Up.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Third  Division  : 
(ieneral  Miles  is  ordered  to  move  out  with  his  whole  division  to  the 
White  Oak  road  so  as  to  hold  it  where  his  left  touched  it  yesterday 
afternoon.  You  will  at  once  send  JJe  Trobriaud  out  along  the  advanced 
line  we  held  yesterday  afternoon,  to  occupy  it  in  single  rank  to  connect 
with  Miles  on  his  left.  Send  about  one-half  of  McAllister's  command 
on  the  same  line  as  yesterday  to  hold  it  with  single  rank,  his  left  to 
connect  with  De  Trobriand. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
April  1,  1805 — 7.1U  p.  m.     (Received  7.25  p.  m.) 
General  Mott  : 

General  Hays  lias  been  directed  to  send  a  brigade  to  report  to  you. 
You  can  use  it  in  sujjport  of  your  left,  which  will  be  thin  from  the  dis- 
positions ordered.    Keep  it  in  reserve  for  this  purpose.    It  may  be 
wanted  for  something  else. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

General:  In  case  this  brigade  reports  before  you  return  sliall  I 
send  it  into  the  line  iust  left  by  General  Miles'? 

WM.  R.  DRIVER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865 — 7  45  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
You  will  please  send  back  the  brigade  ordered  to  report  to  you  to 
Genei-al  Hays.    General  Hays  has  been  notified  not  to  send  it  in  case 
he  has  not  already  done  so. 
By  comman(J  of  Major-General  Ilumplireys: 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865—10.40  p.  m. 
Lient.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Ansistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  Generals  De  Trobiiaud  and  McAllister  are  now  in  single 
line,  and  part  of  General  Fierce  also.     Shall  I  take  troops  from  the  line 
for  an  attack?    I  Lave  already  ordered  out  parties  to  recounoiter. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major -General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1805. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  de  Trobriand, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 
General:  The  brevet  major-general  connnanding  directs  that  you 
send  one  regiment  of  not  less  thau  250  men  to  rejjort  to  Genercal  McAl- 
lister at  once. 


Very  respectfully, 


WM.  R.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


April  1, 1865 — 11  p.  m. 
Major  Driver, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Major:  The  order  just  received.     I  send  forward  the  Seventy-third 
New  York,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  New  York,  and  One  hun- 
dred and  tenth  Pennsylvania  under  Colonel  Burns.     In  the  meautinje 
please  answer  these  questions : 

First.  If  the  enemy  is  weak  and  1  break  through  shall  I  follow  with 
all  my  command? 

Second.  If  I  am  repulsed  shall  I  resume  my  position  in  line  or  renew 
the  attack  with  more  force? 
Third.  Is  General  Madill,  on  my  left,  instructed  to  follow,  if  successful? 
Respectfully, 

R.  DE  TROBRIAND. 

As  we  are  not  in  the  same  position  as  yesterday,  we  don't  know 
exactly  where  we  better' strike.  Colonel  Burns  will  feel  his  way  and  act 
according  to  what  he  ttnds  in  his  front. 

R.  DE  T. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Second  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  18ti5. 
Major  Driver, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Major:   According  to  orders   received  from   headquarters  Third 
Division,  I  sent  out  a  reconuoitering  party  of  about  twenty  men.    Tiicy 
passed  our  picket-liue  and  advanced  up  to  the  enemy's  pickets,  who 
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fired  heavy  volleys  along  the  line,  rendering  it  impossible  for  us  to 
take  the  pits  without  a  heavy  force.    The  developments  show  they  have 
a  very  strong  force  of  picket  resembling  a  line  of  battle.    The  picket 
officer  reports  it  fully  as  strong  as  it  was  when  we  arrived  here. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

R.  MCALLISTER, 
Brevet  Brigadier- Oeneral. 


HKAD(.iUABTKRS   ThIRI)    J)lVISK)N,    SHCONI)    AKMY    GOKPS, 

April  1,  18H5. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  McAllister, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 
General:  The  brevet  majjor-general  couiuianding  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  General  De  Trobriand  has  been  directed  to  send  a 
regiment  to  report  to  you.  He  directs  that  you  mass  it  on  the  high 
ground  to  the  left  of  the  swamp  iu  readiness  to  support  the  line  there 
in  the  event  of  an  attack.  He  also  directs  that  you  leave  works  in 
front  of  your  liiift,^nd  make  the  line  through  the  swamp  and  your 
whole  line  very  strong  by  intrenching  and  slashing.  It  is  important 
that  this  be  done  at  once. 


Very  respecstfully. 


WM.  R.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADyUAKTERS   FiFTII   COBPS, 

April  J,  181)5— 13.30  a.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  find  that  the  dispatch*  copied  on  the  next  leaf  has  not  been  sent 
you  because  of  a  break  in  the  telegraph  line.     1  believe  it  impossible 
efficiently  to  change  the  directions  I  have  given  before  daybreak. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headcjtjarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865—12.20  [1.20?]  a.  m. 
General  Meaue: 

I  think  we  Avill  have  an  infantry  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  sooner 
than  I  could  send  troops  around  by  the  Quaker  road,  but  if  I  find 
any  failure  I  will  send  that  way.  I  have  sent  Benyanrd  (two  hours  ago) 
with  what  he  thought  necessary  to  make  it  practicable  in  one  hour,  and 
I  trust  to  that.  I  am  sending  to  General  Sheridan  my  most  available 
force. 

Resi»ectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  Warreu  to  Meade,  10.55  p.  m.,  Mnrch  31,  p.  367. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
April  1,  1865—2.05  a.  m.     (Received  2.40  a.  m.) 

General  Webb: 

The  bridge  over  Gravelly  Hun  Captain  Beuyaurd  reports  now  prac- 
ticable for  infantry,  and  General  Ayres'  division  advancing  across  it 
toward  Dinwiddle  Court  House.     I  have  given  General  Ayres  orders 
to  report  to  General  Slieridan. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  ]8f>5 — 6  a.  in. 

Major-General  Warken, 

Fifth  Corps  : 
General  Meade  directs  that  in  the  movements  following  your  junction 
with  General  Sheridan  you  will  be  under  his  ordes^and  will  report  to 
him.     Please  send  a  report  of  progress. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865 — 8.45  a.  m.     (Received  12  ni.) 

Major-(4eneral  Warren, 

Commandiny  Fifth  Corps  : 
General  :  General  Meade  desires  me  to  say  that  he  has  directed 
Lieutenant  Parker,  chief  ordnance  officer  of  the  Army,  to  instruct  your 
chief  ordnance  officer  to  replenish  the  ammunition  with  the  men,  so  as 
to  bring  it  up  to  the  allowance  prescribed,  and  then  to  send  his  empty 
wagons  to  the  rear  for  a  fresh  supply. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Apuil  1,  liH>5 — y.;i()  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 
General:  T  reached  the  crossing  of  the  Gravelly  Run  early  this 
morning  and  met  General  Sheridan  there.    We  are  massed  at  that  point 
by  his  direction.     I  did  not  meet  General  Sheridan  personally;   Gen- 
eral Griffin,  leading  the  column,  saw  him. 

If  we  remain  in  this  vicinity  we  can  get  rations  bytheBoydton  plank 
road;   we  were  unable,   except  in   part,  to  replenish  yesterday,   as 
ordered.    The  enemy  did  not  follow  with  a  single  man  when  we  left 
the  White  Oak  road  this  morning. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865 — 11  a  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  the  Lonor  to  send  the  following  report:  Capt.  B.  C.  Clement, 
W7.th  one  sergeant  and  thirteen  men  of  Sixteenth  North  Carolina  Cav- 
alry, Roberts'  brigade,  Lee's  division,  have  just  been  received.  They 
were  captured  this  morning  by  three  men  of  the  First  Division  sharp- 
shooters, Major  Jacklin  commanding.  These  three  men  went  through 
the  lines  of  the  Second  Corps  to  find  the  First  Division  (which  had 
moved  early  this  morning  from  its  former  position),  and  after  passing 
aiouud  the  picket-line  of  the  Second  Corps  came  upon  these  men  in 
two  squads  and  captured  them.  The  names  of  the  captors  are  W. 
M.  Cronkite,  A.  McCrory,  and  William  Stubel,  all  of  the  Sixteenth 
Michigan  Veteran  Volunteers,  detailed  as  sharpshooters.  The  horses 
of  the  prisoners  were  brought  in  with  them.  Our  escort  being  short  of 
horses  they  have  been  retained  here.  The  prisoners  will  be  sent  up 
at  once. 

Very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

P.  S. — (Jeueral  Warren  being  absent  at  the  front  I  send  the  above. 


Orders.*  ]  April  1, 1665 — 12.40  p.  m. 

I.  Division  commanders  will  send  for  ammunition  sufficient  to  fill  up 
to  the  amount  required  to  be  carried  on  the  persons  of  the  men,  and 
send  the  empty  wagons  back  to  replenish. 

II.  The  commissaries  will  also  bring  up  supplies  so  as  to  give  the  men 
their  full  required  quantity  from  to-morrow  morning. 

III.  Spring  wagons  for  headquarters  can  also  be  brought  up  to  the 
command. 

IV.  The  chief  of  artillery  will  send  up  two  batteries  and  the  medical 
director  the  ambulances,  and  they  will  be  escorted,  as  well  as  the  other 
train,  by  the  command  remaining  on  the  plank  road  under  General 
Pearson,  belonging  to  Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 

V.  General  Wainwright  will  report  the  other  batteries  to  General 
Webb,  chief  of  staff,  for  his  disposal.  The  route  will  be  by  the  plank 
road,  and  corps  headquarters  will  come  up  with  the  other  spring 
wagons. 

G.  K.  W^AKKEN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 
Dinwiddie  Court-House,  April  1,  1865.     (Received  4.50  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps: 

I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  Court- House,  on  the  road  leading 
to  Five  Forks,  for  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  with  General  Custer's 
division.    The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front,  lying  so  as  to  cover 

'  Appears  iu  Warren's  order  book  as  Geueral  Orders,  No.  24. 
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the  road  just  this  side  of  A.  Adams'  house,  Avhich  leads  out  across 
Chamberlain's  bed  or  run.  I  understand  you  have  a  division  at  J. 
Boisseau's;  if  so,  you  are  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  line  and  almost  on  his 
flank.  I  will  hold  on  here.  Possibly  they  may  attack  Custer  at  day- 
light; if  so,  have  this  division  attack  instantly  and  in  full  force. 
Attack  at  daylight  anyway,  and  I  will  make  an  eflbrt  to  get  the  roiid 
this  side  of  Adams'  house,  and  if  I  do  you  can  capture  the  whole  of 
them.  Any  force  moving  down  the  road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the  White 
Oak  road,  will  be  iu  the  enemy's  rear,  and  in  all  probability  get  any 
force  that  may  escape  you  by  a  flank  attack.  Do  not  fear  my  leaving 
here.    If  the  enemy  remain  I  shall  fight  at  daylight. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


Field  Orders,  )  Cavalry  Headquarters, 

No  — .  ]  April  1,  1865. 

Major-General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps,  is  relieved 
from  duty,  and  will  report,  at  once  for  orders  to  Lieutenant-General 
Grant,  commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

J  AS.  W.  FOKSYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  25.  ]  April  1,  1605. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Major-General  Sheridan,  the 
undersigned  assumes  command  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarteus  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  18(i5. 
Division  commanders  will  at  once  take  measures  to  have  their  com- 
mands supplied  with  ammunition  to-night. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Griftin: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
CoUmel  and  Assistant  Ad;)%tant- General. 


Heauqitarjers  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865 — 5.15  a.  m. 
General  Wainwright: 

Withdraw  all  the  artillery  to  the  defenses  on  the  plank  road,  and 
place  it  in  the  best  positions  to  hold  that  line  which  you  were  to  hold 
in  conjunction  with  the  Second  Corps.  General  Ayres  has  gone  down 
to  support  General  Sheridan  at  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  and  I  am  going 
to  operate  iu  front  with  Griffin  and  Crawford  independently. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Genkkal  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Fifth  Corps, 

J^fo.  7.  i  April  1,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Major-Geiieral  Sheridan,  the 
undersigned  assumes  co;nniand  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

J.  J.  BARTLETT, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  ],  1805—3.45  p.  m. 
The  President  : 

Your  dispatch  of  1.45  p.  m.  just  received.  No  part'  of  the  corps 
has  moved  from  its  old  line,  and  nothing  unusual  is  observed  in  front, 
except  that  the  enemy  is  less  strong  than  formerly. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

April  1,  1865—10  a.  m. 
The  following  dispatch  is  furnished  for  tlie  information  of  division 
commanders  and  the  commanding  oiiicer  of  the  Artillery  Brigade: 

Hkadqitartkhs  Ak.viy  ok  thk  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865—7.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Pakke: 

Owing  to  the  press  of  business  last  night  the  dispiitches  to  you  giving  our  opera- 
tions of  the  day  were  omitted.  Hiiniphreys  and  Warren  gained  a  position,  running 
from  Crow's  house  across  the  Boydton  planlc  and  over  tlie  White  Oak  road.  In  the 
morning  an  attack  upon  Warren  was  for  the  time  successful,  and  Crawford  and  Ayres 
were  driven  back  on  Griffin,  but  Warren,  assisted  by  Humphreys,  gained  his  point 
by  4  p.  ni.  and  occupied  a  point  on  the  White  Oak  road.  Sheridan  was  then  supposed 
to  be  coining  up  on  our  left,  but  at  6  p.  m.  it  was  reported  that  he  had  been  pressed 
by  infantry  and  driven  back  to  near  Dinwlddie  Court-House.  Owing  to  the  presence 
of  this  infantry  force  in  rear  of  our  left  flank,  and  owing  to  Sheridan's  position,  and 
with  the  hope  of  destroying  the  enemy,  Warren's  whole  corps  was  sent  to  Sheridan, 
and  Humphreys  was  during  the  night  withdrawn  to  the  Boydton  ]ilank,  holding  a 
return  south  ito  Gravelly  Run.  It  is  reported  this  a.  in.  tliat  the  enemy  left  Sheri- 
dan's front  last  night. 

ALEX.  S.  "WEBB, 
Jlreivt  ilujor-Gniieral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(SaniB  to  General  Wright.) 

By  command  of  Major-Geiieral  Wriglit: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Aj)rii  1,  18fl5— 10.30  a.  m.    ■ 
Major-General  Webb  : 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  past 
twenty-four  hours.  Three  men  deserted  to  the  enemy  from  the  Fortieth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers  and  [one]  from  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
and  five  deserters  were  received,  the  latter  from  North  Carolina  regi- 
ments in  Lane's  and  Scales'  brigades.  Reports  from  different  parts  of 
the  picket-line  state  that  the  enemy's  line  was  strengthened  during 
the  night  with  infantry  and  artillery. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major- Gerieral. 
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Headquakteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  18(>5 — i  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Sixth  Army  Corps: 
Yoii  will  a-ssault  the  enemy's  works  in  your  front  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow 
morning.  Should  this  assault  prove  successful  you  will  follow  it  up 
with  all  the  force  under  your  command,  except  tlie  garrisons  of  the 
inclosed  works  and  supports  to  the  batteries  you  leave  iu  the  lines. 
After  carrying  the  enemy's  line  you  will  push  for  the  Boydton  plank  road 
and  endeavor  to  establish  coirimunication  with  the  assaulting  columns 
on  your  right  and  left.  Major-Generals  Parke  and  Ord  will  assault 
at  the  same  time.  The  point  for  attacking  will  be  left  to  your  judg- 
ment and  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  works. 

G.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Meade's  Headquarters, 

April  1,  1865—9.35  p.  m. 
General  Wright: 

The  following  instructions  just  received  from  the  lieutenant  general 
are  sent  to  you  for  your  information  and  guidance,  and  your  previous 
instructions  are  modified  accordingly: 

Parke  and  Wrightshould  open  with  artillery  and  feel  with  skirmishers  and  sharp- 
shooters, and  if  the  enemy  gives  way  push  directly  after  him. 
Ord  has  been  similarly  instructed. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  General  Parke.) 


Sixth  Army  Corps, 
April  1,  1865—10.05  p.  m. 
General  MeABE: 

Your  dispatches  of  9  p.  m.  and  9.35  p.  m.  just  received,  and  orders 
given  for  the  artillery  to  open  and  the  skirmish  line  to  advance  at  once. 
Orders  have  also  been  sent  for  two  divisions  to  move  out  and  be  ready 
to  attack.    The  third  will  be  held  ready  to  follow  this  movement. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1865— 10.15  p.  m. 
General  Wright  : 

Assault  as  you  please,  but  feel  with  your  skirmishers  and  batteries 
as  proposed  by  the  lieutenant-general  while  you  are  preparing  your 
columns. 

By  order  of  General  Meade : 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  General  Parke.) 
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HKAnQTTAKTERS   SiXTH   ARMY   CORPS, 

April  1,  18r,r,—n  jj.  m. 
Brevet-Major  General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  itc: 
Your  dispatch  by  Captain  Worth  is  received.  Everytliiiig  will  be 
ready.  The  corps  YriU  go  in  solid,  and  I  am  sure  will  make  the  fur 
tly.  The  general  plan  being  understood  well  by  the  various  command- 
ers there  will  be  no  hesitation  from  want  of  knowledge  of  what  is 
expected.  If  the  corps  does  half  as  well  as  I  cxi)ect  we  will  have 
broken  through  the  rebel  lines  fifteen  minutes  from  the  word  "go". 

H.  G.  Wl SIGHT, 
yfajor-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  1,  1805 — 11.3:')  p.  m. 
Major-General  Weight: 

I  have  just  seen  your  dispatch  of  10.30  iudicating  you  are  going  on 
all  right.  I  am  quite  sick,  and  trusted  to  (ieneral  Webb  to  attend  to 
matters.  This  must  be  my  apology  for  my  last  dispatch,  written  under 
the  impression  you  would  not  attack  till  4  a.  m.,  as  previously  ordered. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  18n:j—ll..j5  p.  m. 
General  Meade  : 

Your  dispatch  of  11.25  p.  m.  received.  In  accordance  with  your  pre- 
vious orders  the  artillery  has  opened  and  the  pickets  are  firing.  The 
assaulting  columns  are  in  process  of  formation  and  will  attack  promptly 
at  4  a.  m.  It  will  hardly  be  possible  to  make  necessary  arrangements 
and  have  everything  in  perfect  readiness  at  an  earlier  hour.  I  shall  go 
in  at  that  hour  if  I  do  not  receive  previous  orders. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
April  1,  186') — 13  p.  m.     (iiecoived  12.05  a.  ni.  A))iil  .2.) 

General  Meade  : 

Your  dispatch  of  11.35  p.  m.  is  just  received.  I  may  be  able  to  attack 
at  an  earlier  hour,  but  in  order  to  almost  insure  success  I  think  tlie 
attack  better  be  made  at  4  a.  m.^  when  my  formation  will  be  fully 
made.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  we  should  not  attack  before 
the  hour  indicated,  for  I  cannot  be  ready  sooner  with  my  whole  force. 
I  can  attack  by  divisions  at  an  earlier  hour,  but  think  it  much  more 
advantageous  to  push  forward  with  the  con^s. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  Genera,!. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  J,  1865. 
In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Major-General  Meade, 
an  attack  will  be  made  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow  upon  that  part  of  the 
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enemy's  line  between  the  house  burnt  by  us  on  Saturday  (the  Jones 
house)  and  our  left.  The  First  Division  will  take  the  right,  the  Sec- 
ond Division  the  center,  aud  the  Third  Division  ou  the  left;  the  Second 
Division  being  iu  advance,  the  First  and  Third  on  the  right  and  left 
being  in  echelon,  the  entire  formation  being  by  brigade,  with  regimen- 
tal front,  small  regiments  being  consolidated  so  as  nottoomuch  to  extend 
the  column,  and  the  Third  Division  being  well  advanced,  though  still 
in  echelon.  The  divisions,  being  moved  to  as  near  Ihe  picket-line  as 
])ra(!ticable,  will  advance  promi)tly  at  4  a.  m.  oii  the  firing  of  a  gun  from 
Fort  Fisher. 

The  entire  picket-line  will  be  advanced  at  the  same  time,  and  that 
part  of  it  on  the  riglit  of  the  attacking  columns  will  gain  any  point  in 
the  enemy's  works  that  it  may  be  practicable  for  it  to  carry,  the  parts  of 
the  line  which  it  may  be  impossible  to  advance  keeping  up  a  heavy 
fire  upon  the  enemy. 

The  garrisons  of  the  works  from  Fort  Howard  to  Fort  Urmston, 
reduced  to  the  mininuiin,  will  be  maintained,  as  will  also  those  of  Forts 
Gregg,  Sampson,  and  Oummings,  and  also  the  one-tenth  of  the  force 
in  the  rifle  pits  connecting  the  works  named,  the  line  between  Forts 
Urmston  and  Gregg  being  abandoned. 

The  five  batteries  already  designated  to  move  with  the  corps  will 
accompany  the  attack,  oue  being  assigned  to  each  division,  and  the 
other  two  being  held  in  reserve  while  the  remainder  of  the  batteries 
now  present  will  remain  in  the  works  to  the  right  of  Fort  Fisher 
and  to  the  left  of  Fort  Gregg,  as  may  be  directed  by  the  chief  of  artil- 
lery, under  special  instructions. 

The  troops  in  the  forts  ou  the  rear  line,  to  the  left  of  Fort  Cummings, 
will  be  returned  to  their  commands  to-night  in  time  to  take  part  iu  the 
attack. 

Pioneers  should  be  distributed  along  the  front  of  the  nssaulting  col- 
umns to  clear  away  abatis  and  other  obstructions,  aud  the  division 
sharpshooters  will  be  so  disposed  as  to  be  rendered  most  effective. 

The  garrisons  left  behind  will  be  held  ready  to  repulse  any  counter 
attack  of  the  enemy,  and  the  infautry  promptly  to  join  their  commands, 
and  the  artillery  to  goto  the  rear  upon  receiving  orders  to  that  effect. 

In  forming  the  column  for  attack  it  is  recommended  that  the  First 
Division  be  formed  left  in  front,  and  the  Third  Division  right  in  front, 
so  as  to  form  readily  to  the  right  and  left,  respectively,  if  necessary. 

The  troops  should  start  from  their  camps  to-night  and  proceed  to  the 
vicinity  of  Forts  Fisher  and  Welch  in  time  to  move  to  the  positions 
assigned  them  near  the  picket  line  and  complete  their  formation  before 
4  a.  m. 

The  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  medical  departments  will  be  in 
readiness  to  conform  to  the  movements  above  referred  to. 

The  necessity  of  perfect  silence  iu  this  movement,  up  to  the  time  of 
making  the  assault,  cannot  be  too  strougly  impressed  upon  the  com- 
mand. 

Should  we  succeed  in  breaking  the  enemy's  line  and  gaining  the 
Boydton  plank  road  the  subsequent  movements  of  the  cori)s  will  be 
in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  Major  General  Meade  already  promul- 
gated. 

By  conimuud  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Division  Commanders  and  Commander  of  Arty.  Brigade  : 

The  accompanying  orders*  from  General  Meade  is  sent  for  your  infor- 
mation and  to  enable  you  to  make  such  further  examination  of  the 
ground  over  which  the  assaulting  columns  are  to  move  and  of  the  line 
to  be  carried  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  care  being  taken  not  too 
much  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention  by  such  examination.  The  col- 
umns will  move  generally  as  directed  in  the  attack  proposed  for  the 
morning  of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  more  specific  orders  will  be  sent  in 
full  time  for  the  formation  of  the  troops.  These  orders  are  to  be  con- 
sidered strictly  confidential,  and  to  this  end  only  reliable  men  will  be 
kept  on  the  advance  picket-line,  all  doubtful  ones  being  relieved  at 
once. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright : 

C.  H.  WHITTELSBY, 
AsHistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  J,  1865 — 10.55  p.  m. 
Division  Commanders  and  Commander  of  Arty.  Brigade: 

In  accordance  with  later  instructions,  the  assaulting  columns  will  be 
formed  as  directed  in  orders  from  these  headquarters  to  be  ready  to 
move  at  4  a.  m.  The  battery  ordered  outside  the  line  between  Forts 
Fisher  and  Welch  will  be  withdrawn  in  time  for  the  formation  of  the 
troops  and  the  picket-firing  stopped.  We  Avill  attack  at  4  a.  m.,  as 
directed  in  the  jirevious  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright : 

C.  H.  WHITTELSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 
April  1, 1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  Wright: 

Enemy  attempted  to  recover  their  picket-line  by  a  dash  this  morning 
before  day.  Were  handsomely  repulsed.  We  took  about  sixty  pris- 
oners. Fifty-five  well  men  have  reported,  and  a  number  of  their  dead 
and  wounded  are  in  our  front  and  possession.  My  loss,  nine  prisoners. 
My  picket-line  on  the  lefb  still  holds  them  in  their  works.  Am  estab- 
lishing batteries  and  making  reconnaissance  for  further  action.  Per 
last  accounts  (2  a.  m.)  Sheridau  was  driving  Pickett.  Have  you  a  bri- 
gade still  this  side  of  the  slough  on  my  left? 

E.  O.  C,  OED. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Maijor-General  Ord: 

Your  dispatch  just  received.  I  have  a  brigade  on  your  side  of  the 
slough,  but  it  is  inside  our  line  of  works,  contiguous  to  Fort  Sampson. 
Do  you  desire  it  moved  from  its  present  position? 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 

*  See  9  mid  9.35  p.  in.,  iip.  407,  422. 
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Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

April  1,  J865. 

Maj.  C.  H.  Whittelsey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Sixth  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  operations 
in  my  command  during  the  past  twenty  four  hours:  At  7  p.  in.  the 
division  ofiBcer  of  the  day  reported  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  being 
re-euforced  and  asked  for  200  men  to  strengthen  his  own  line,  which 
were  immediately  furnished  from  the  Third  Brigade.  All  through  the 
night  he  reported  great  activity  in  the  enemy's  line,  as  the  moving  of 
wagons,  artillery,  and  troops.  Occasional  firing  on  the  line  occurred, 
and  at  2  a.  m.  a  small  volley  was  heard  about  the  center  of  the, line, 
upon  hearing  which  several  men  of  the  Second  Rhode  Island  Volun- 
teers, on  guard  in  the  trenches,  fired  their  pieces  and  aroused  the 
whole  division.  These  last  offenders  proved  to  have  been  boys  with- 
out proper  instruction  or  experience.  At  12  p.  m.  one  man  deserted 
from  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  at  3  a.  m.  three  men  from 
the  Fortieth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  deserted  to  the  enemy  also. 
One  deserter  from  the  enemy  came  in  about  the  same  time.  All  quiet 
this  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WHEATON, 
Brevet  Major- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 

Brigade  Commanders  and  Division  Officer  of  the  Day: 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you  that 
from  personal  inspection  he  is  convinced  that  the  officers  in  charge  of 
picket  details  are  not  sufficiently  particular  in  the  instruction  of  the 
details  in  their  charge,  especially  in  the  case  of  recruits  and  inexpe- 
rienced men.  You  are  desired  to  give  this  matter  your  immediate  and 
earnest  attention.  Brigade  officers  of  the  day  must  be  held  to  the 
strictest  account  of  their  own  and  the  conduct  of  their  commands  while 
on  picket.  None  but  experienced  soldiers  should  be  put  on  duty  as 
vedettes.  The  picket-line  in  front  of  each  brigade  is  unusually  strong, 
perhaps  the  most  easily  defended  line  we  ever  had,  and  the  brigade 
officers  of  the  day  should  impress  upon  their  subordinates  the  fact 
that  the  picket-line  front  has  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing every  facility  for  the  most  desperate  resistance  to  any  line  of  battle 
that  might  be  brought  against  it.  Any  attacking  force  less  than  a  line 
of  battle  our  pickets  should  destroy  with  ease.  They  are  expected  to 
hold  and  fight  the  line  that  has  been  prepared  for  that  purpose  against 
any  force  that  may  be  brought  against  it,  and  we  are  not  under  any  cir- 
cumstances to  withdraw  and  give  up  this  line  to  the  enemy  unless 
ordered  by  proper  authority.  They  are  to  distinctly  understand  that 
while  on  picket  they  are  not  intended  as  camp  guards  to  alarm  and 
notify  the  troops  of  an  enemy's  approach,  but  they  are  placed  in  a 
carefully  prepared  and  strong  position  as  a  fighting  force.  That  posi- 
tion they  are  to  hold,  and  they  will  be  furnished  with  more  ammunition 
and  supports  when  attacked.  The  duties  of  the  division  officers  of  the 
day  are  more  supervisory  and  administrative  than  executive.  Each 
brigade  officer  of  the  day  should  be  able  to  fight  his  own  picket  front, 
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be  responsible  for  the  proper  instruction  of  his  officers  and  men,  and 
each  brigade  commander  should  exact  written  reports  from  his  officer 
of  the  day,  as  well  as  written  reports  of  whatever  of  interest  transpires 
on  his  front  at  any  time  during  his  tour.  He  is  to  obey  the  orders 
of  his  brigade  commander,  as  well  as  those  of  the  division  officer  of 
the  day.  Should  these  orders  conflict,  which  is  not  expected,  any  ques- 
tion raised  will  promptly  be  settled  at  these  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  OLENDENIN,  Je., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Confidential  )  Hdqks.  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

Orders.       )  Apjril  l,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

The  division  will  be  massed  near  Fort  Fisher  inside  the  line  of  works 
at  1  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Edwards 
leading,  followed  by  the  First  Brigade,  General  Penrose,  the  Second 
Brigade,  General  Hamblin,  following  the  First.  The  verbal  and  writ- 
ten instructions  given  for  the  attack  that  was  ordered  for  the  31st 
ultimo  will  be  the  guide  for  the  attack  proposed  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow,  in 
compliance  with  accompanying  orders  from  headquarters  Sixth  Corps. 
The  same  disposition  of  the  brigades  in  echelon  will  be  made.  Each 
brigade  will  cover  its  front  with  a  skirmish-line  which  will  extend  a 
sufficient  distance  to  the  right  of  each  brigade  front  to  more  than  cover 
and  protect  its  flank.  Not  less  than  thirty-five  axes  will  be  carried  by 
the  advance  line  of  each  brigade,  with  which  to  remove  the  abatis  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  works.  In  the  advance  the  brigade  will  preserve 
a  sufficient  distance  to  prevent  the  front  line  of  one  being  mingled  with 
the  rear  line  of  another.  The  lines  in  each  brigade  will  be  kept  well 
apart,  not  less  than  fifty  paces,  and  one  line  must  not  be  permitted  to 
crowd  or  touch  another.  The  distance  between  lines  may  be  increased 
to  conform  to  the  character  of  the  advance  we  may  be  able  to  make, 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  &c.  It  will  probably  be  necessary  for  the 
Third  Brigade  to  move  more  rapidly  than  the  other  two.  If  the  troops 
of  tlie  Second  Division  should  gain  ground  to  the  right  or  left  in  the 
advance  the  Third  Brigade  must  be  particularly  careful  to  conform  to 
their  movements.  It  will  be  the  guiding  brigade  of  the  division  and 
its  guide  will  be  left.  After  taking  the  enemy's  works  in  his  front  Col- 
onel Edwards  will  hold  them  and  make  such  disposition  of  the  right  of 
bis  brigade  as  will  most  aid  the  First  Brigade  in  gaining  its  position  on 
his  right.  The  First  Brigade  when  in  position  on  or  in  the  enemy's 
line  will  similarly  aid  the  Second  Brigade  in  its  advance.  If  either 
brigade  after  reaching  the  enemy's  works  finds  the  ditch  in  their  front 
impassable,  its  commander  will  halt  its  front  line,  and  while  it  engages 
the  enem>,  move  his  other  lines  to  the  right  or  left  and  break  through 
at  the  nearest  point.  No  lights  will  be  permitted  or  matches  ignited 
after  we  pass  outside  the  main  works  to-night.  The  least  noise  will  be 
made  in  marching  to  and  forming  at  the  position  already  indicated  to 
brigade  commanders.  Orders  will  be  given  in  a  low  tone  by  all  com- 
manders, and  it  is  suggested  not  to  cap  the  pieces  of  the  second  and 
third  lines  of  each  brigade.  The  division  sharpshooters  under  Captain 
Stuart  will  move  with  the  Second  Brigade,  reporting  to  General  Hamb- 
lin for  service  on  his  right  flank  or  wherever  he  may  require  them. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Wheaton: 

GEO.  CLENDENIN,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Hkadquarj'Kks  Ninth  Aumy  Ookps, 

April  1, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Wkbb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
All  quiet  this  a.  ui.  along  our  lines.  Slight  cannonading  yesterday 
afternoon.  During  yesterday  small  working  parties  of  the  enemy  were 
engaged  on  different  parts  of  the  line,  and  some  movements  indicating 
a  slight  increase  of  strength  on  General  Will(;ox's  front,  due  probably 
to  the  story  of  one  of  our  men  who  is  reported  missing.  He  was 
detailed  as  an  axman  for  our  contemplated  movement.  The  usual 
amount  of  picket-firing  was  kept  up  through  the  night.  Some  desert- 
ers came  in  on  both  Generals  Potter's  and  Willcox's  fronts.  Know 
of  no  movements  of  troops  on  our  immediate  front.  Colonel  Sandei-s 
reports  all  quiet  along  the  rear  line.  He  keeps  his  scouts  well  out. 
The  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  scout  and  patrol  the  roads  between 
the  James  and  Blackwater,  with  headquarters  at  Prince  George  Court- 
House. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  just  received  your  order  of  this  date  per  Captain  Worth. 
Preparations  will  at  once  be  made  for  carrying  the  order  into  execution 
at  the  hour  appointed.    No  change  has  been  observed  in  the  enemy's 
lines  during  to-day. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade: 

I  received  an  order  by  Captain  Wortli  about  4.30  this  p.  ni. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Dispatches  of  9  and  9.35  p.  m.  received.'* 

JNO,  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  pp.  407, 422. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 

Division  Commanders: 

111  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general  commanding 
the  army  the  following  orders  are  issred: 

An  assault  upon  the  enemy's  work  in  front  of  l''ort  Sedgwick  will 
be  made  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow  by  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  and 
the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division. 

I.  Brigadier-General  Hartranft,  commanding  Third  Division,  will 
mass  his  division  in  rear  of  the  line  between  JFort  Sedgwick  and  Fort 
Eice  by  3  a.  m. 

II.  Major-General  Potter,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  with- 
draw his  division  from  the  line  and  mass  it  in  rear  and  to  the  left  of 
Fort  Sedgwick  and  on  the  left  of  the  Third  Division  at  the  same  time. 

III.  Major-General  Willcox,  commanding  First  Division,  will  with- 
draw his  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Harriman  commanding,  from  the  line 
and  mass  it  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Division  at  the  same  time. 

IV.  Major-General  Willcox  and  Major-General  Potter  will  leave  their 
picket-line  out  and  garrisons  in  the  forts. 

V.  At  4  a.  m.  the  entire  picket  will  advance,  endeavoring  to  hold  all 
ground  gained  and  the  assaulting  columns  will  charge. 

Strong  pioneer  parties,  provided  with  spades  and  axes,  will  be 
arranged  by  the  commanders  of  divisions. 

VI.  Major-General  Willcox  will  hold  his  other  two  brigades  in  readi- 
ness to  advance  upon  the  enemy's  work  in  his  front  on  receipt  of 
orders.    They  will  not  be  withdrawn  from  the  line  till  further  orders. 

VII.  Quartermaster's,  commissaryof  subsistence,  and  medical  depart- 
ments will  make  their  dispositions  accordingly. 

VIII.  After  3.30  a.  m.  corps  headquarters  will  be  at  the  Avery  house. 
Third  Division  headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
AsBifitant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquabtkrs  Ninth  Army  Cobps, 

April  1,  1865—10.15  p.  m. 

General  Benham, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  City  Point  : 

1  have  been  instructed  to  feel  the  enemy's  line  with  skirmishers  and 
()j)eii  with  artillery  along  iny  line.  General  Sheridan  has  captured 
4,000  prisoners  and  several  guns. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


General  Owu's  IIeadquabtbrs, 

April  1,  1H65. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  firing  you  heard  this  a.  m.  was  an  attack  of  the  cuemy  on  my 
new  line;  liaving  notified  my  command  to  be  ready  the  rebels  were 
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handsomely  repulsed — 60  prisoners  taken  and  a  number  killed.  Rebels 
in  front  of  our  lines.  On  Foster's  front  our  pickets  gave  way  and  we 
lost  8  men.  Turner's  men  behaved  handsomely.  Lost  none.  Our 
picket  is  re-established. 

E.  O.  C.  OBD, 

Major-  General. 


Okd's  Headquarters, 

April  1,  1865—3  p.  m. 

Colonel  Bowers, 

City  Point : 
Nothing  new  since  the  rebel  attempt  this  morning  to  re-establish 
their  picket-line,  which  we  had  driven  into  their  works;  the  attempt 
handsomely  repulsed,  and  we  captured  61  prisoners,  killed  and  wounded 
a  number,  and  lost  but  4  men.  Their  prisoners  state  that  General 
Heth,  commanding  the  corps,  was  present  at  work  there  from  1  till  4 
a.  m.,  arrp.Dging  to  recover  their  line,  which  he  looked  upon  as  of  the 
utmost  importance.  We  are  erecting  batteries  with  a  view  to  farther 
advance.  My  loss  so  far  about  240  killed  and  wounded;  gain  so  far 
about  300  prisoners,  not  counting  rebel  killed  and  wounded. 

B.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  1,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 

General  :  I  have  made  arrangements  to  have  an  artillery  fire  and 
sharpshooters  do  their  best  to  keep  re-enforcements  from  the  work 
south  of  Hatcher's  Run.  I  have  ordered  the  engineers  to  push  the 
battery  that  is  to  counter-batter  those  of  the  enemy  covering  the 
approach  to  their  work  which  I  spoke  of  as  appearing  feasible.  Since 
then  I  learn  from  General  Foster,  on  whose  front  it  is,  that  deserters 
from  the  enemy  have  to  cross  an  iuterveuiug  bay-gall,  on  logs,  which 
1  presume  is  what  delayed  General  Heth's  party  last  night.  I  shall 
mass  a  column  anyhow  in  front  of  the  place,  send  out  several  scouts  to 
reconnoiter  the  bay-gall,  or  morass,  and  if  it  is  found  practicable  shall 
try  it.  I  am  very  sorry,  general,  that  I  find  it  necessary  to  report  these 
obstacles,  and  wish  very  much  you  would  let  some  one  else  take  this 
line  and  put  my  command  out  in  the  open  country.  I  have  no  doubt 
my  oflQcers  and  men  can  give  as  good  account  of  the  enemy's  works  as 
any  one,  but  I  think  they  could  give  a  better  account  of  the  eneiny  on 
an  open,  and  I  would  not  be  compelled  to  report  so  many  impracticable 
lines  of  rebel  works. 
Yours, 

E.  O.  0.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
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Apku.  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Humphreys'  Station: 
1  Lave  just  heard  from  Sheridan.     He  has  captured  three  brigades  of 
the  enemy  and  is  pushing  him  still.     Everything  the  enemy  has  will 
probably  be  ])ushed  against  him.    Get  your  men  up  and  feel  the  enemy 
and  push  him  if  he  shows  signs  of  giving  way. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Dabnky's  Mills,  April  1,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Ord: 

General  Wright  speaks  with  great  confidence  of  his  ability  to  go 
through  the  enemy's  lines.  1  think  as  you  have  such  difficult  ground 
to  go  over  your  reserves  had  better  be  pushed  well  over  to  the  right,  so 
that  they  can  help  him  or  go  in  with  you,  as  may  be  required. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Ord's  Headquartkrs, 
April  1,  1865— 10.40 p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Dispatch  received  annountjiug  Sheridan's  victory.     Have  ordered  my 
men  to  mass,  and  will  obey  the  order. 

E.  O.  G.  ORD, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Dahney's  Mills,  April  l,  1865. 
Major  General  Oru: 

Your  dispatch  of  this  evening  received.  You  have  received  my  dis- 
patch announcing  Sheridan's  victory  since  writing  yours.  If  it  is 
impracticable  for  you  to  get  through  in  your  front  I  do  not  want  you 
to  try  it,  but  you  can  in  that  case  draw  out  of  your  lines  more  men 
as  a  reserve,  and  hold  them  to  throw  in  where  some  one  else  may  pene- 
trate. My  opinion  is  you  will  have  no  enemy  confronting  you  in  the 
morning.  You  may  find  them  leaving  now.  Understand,  I  do  not 
wish  you  to  fight  your  way  over  difficult  barriers  against  defended 
lines.  1  want  you  to  see,  though,  if  the  enemy  is  leaving,  and  if  so 
follow  him  ui). 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  1,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 
General  U.  S.  Grant: 

Your  dispatch  to  follow  Wright  is  received.  1  think  if  the  enemy 
concentrates  on  Sheridan  1  am  near  enough  to  be  of  service  to  him, 
and  if  Wright  gets  in  he  is  strong  enough  to  stay  there  without  my 
help.  I  agree  with  you  that  it  is  probable  the  enemy  has  given  up  the 
line  in  our  immediate  front,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  the  first 
reliable  information  on  the  subject,  as  my  scouts  and  pickets  are  feel- 
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ing  his  main  line  now.  My  nieu  are  massing'  on  my  left  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  your  headquarters.  Had  I  not  better  hold  them  there  sub- 
ject to  your  orders  ? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Daknky's  Mill«,  April  1,  18f>5 — 11.20  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Oku: 

Your  dispatch  of  11  p.  m.  received.  You  can  follow  the  course  pro- 
posed iu  your  dispatch  of  that  hour.  Has  the  enemy  returned  the  fire 
along  our  line  with  any  vigor? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Oku's  Heabquaktebs, 
April  1,  1865—11.40  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Geant: 

Dispatch  received  of  11.20.  The  enemy  returned  lire  of  musketiy 
on  my  front  but  rarely  this  p.  ni.,  and  it  seems  to  have  ceased  to-night. 
This,  the  wind  from  the  north,  I  cannot  tell.  You  are  only  500  yards 
from  Turner's  right  and  can  hear  any  firing  better.  The  cessation  of 
firing  is  not  a  reliable  sign  and  so  I  have  sent  out  scouts  who  will 
soon  report. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Headqtiar'J'kks  Second  Army  Cokps, 

April  1,  1865 — 6.45  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Okd, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James: 
I  aui  directed  to  communicate  with  you  iu  reference  to  the  operations 
against  the  redoubt  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side  of  Hatcher's  Run 
and  north  of  the  Grow  house. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


General  Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Hiimi'hreys: 

The  work  south  of  the  run  is  on  a  hill  sloping  toward  it  and  shaped 
like  a  capital  V.  The  enemy's  approach  to  this  work  is  on  the  side  of 
the  hill  sloping  toward  my  line.  My  sharpshooters  and  artillery,  when 
I  can  get  it  there,  can  keei)  re  enforcements  out  of  the  rebel  work. 
Your  troops  are  on  the  other  face  of  the  V.  I  am  told  our  fire  if  it 
misses  the  work  may  hit  your  men,  but  we  will  be  careful.  My  battery 
may  be  placed  to-day,  but  the  men  are  fatigued  and  work  slowly.  I 
shall  let  you  know  Avhen  it  is  ready.  The  brigade  commanders  on  the 
two  sides  of  the  V  sliould  have  some  signal  when  to  begia  firing  on  our 
side  and  to  attack  on  yours.     We  can  not  put  men  across  the  run  here. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General, 
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HEADQtTAKTERS    SECOND   AEMY   CORPS, 

April  ],  1865 — 9.45  a.  m. 
Major-Geiieial  Oud, 

Commandiiui  Army  of  the  James : 
General,:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  and  have  communicated 
contents  to  Brigadier-General  Uays,  commanding  Second  Division, 
repeating  my  directions  to  him  to  have  the  most  careful  examinations 
made  again  from  every  point  of  view  practicable  to  reach.  It  has  been 
reported  to  me  that  the  worlc  is  surrounded  with  wide  slashing.  I 
infer  from  your  dispatch  that  on  the  fkce  toward  General  Turner  it  is 
not  so.  The  work  can  receive  re-enforcements  from  two  directions, 
from  the  north  side  of  Hatcher's  Ilun,  and  from  the  intrenched  line  on 
the  south  side  of  Hatcher's  Run,  which  connects  the  Crow  house  work 
with  the  works  at  Burgess'  Mill.  Both  these  approaches  I  understand 
from  your  dispatch  your  sharpshooters  and  artillery  control. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Comma/nding, 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  1,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

Your  dispatch  of  9.45  a.  m.  just  received  this  7  p.  m.  From  all  that 
I  can  learn  and  from  observation  we  do  command  the  approaches  to 
the  fort  so  as  to  keep  any  large  body  of  men  from  marching  in  there. 
A  few  might  by  stooping  get  in  under  cover.  I  think  you  will  have  to 
open  a  pretty  sharp  artillery  fire  to  break  their  abatis  and  slashings  so 
as  to  open  a  way  for  your  assault. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Turner, 

Commanding  Independent  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  express 
to  Colonel  Potter  his  satisfaction  for  the  gallantry  displayed  by  him- 
self and  troops  this  morning. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

J.  h.  potter, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Brevet  Major  General  Turner, 

Commanding  Division: 

General:  Immediately  after  dark  tonight  Osborn's  brigade,  First 

Division,  will  be  sent  to  relieve  the  right  of  your  line.    You  can  then 

withdraw  one  of  your  brigades,  or  more,  according  to  the  iiumber  of 

men  Osboru  has,  and  put  them  in  reserve  to  rest.    Do  not,  however, 
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relieve  your  picket-line,  so  that  the  enemy  will  know  nothing  of  the 
change.  Foster  will  send  you  word  how  many  men  Osboru  will  bring 
with  him. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major- General  of  Vohtnteers,  Commanding. 


OiiDKRS.]    Hdqrs.  Indkpendekt  Div.,  24th  Army  Corps, 

Army  of  the  James, 

April  1,  I860. 
Colonel  Curtis  and  Colonel  Potter  will  withdraw  their  brigades  so 
soon  after  dark  as  they  can  do  so  without  having  the  movement 
observed  by  the  enemy,  and  will  put  them  in  Hue  in  rear  of  the  belt 
of  woods  now  occupied  by  Colonel  Curtis'  troops.  General  Harris 
will  so  stretch  out  his  line  as  to  cover  the  ground  now  occupied  by  him- 
self and  Colonel  Potter,  having  his  line  strongest  upon  his  right.  Col- 
onel Potter  will  leave  his  pickets.  The  troops  will  be -held  in  readiness 
to  move. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Turner : 

C.  H.  HUKU, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Dabney's  Mill,  April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

Miles'  division  has  been  ordered  to  swing  round  onto  the  White  Oak 
road.  It  was  so  late,  however,  before  I  learned  of  Mackenzie's  posi- 
tion that  I  do  not  think  he  will  reach  there  before  9  this  evening.  An 
attack  is  ordered  for  4  a.  m.  in  the  morning  at  three  points  on  the 
Petersburg  front;  one  by  the  Ninth  Corps  between  the  Appomattox 
and  Jerusalem  plank  road,  one  west  of  the  Weldoii  road,  and  the  third 
between  that  and  Hatcher's  Euu.  From  your  isolated  position  I  can 
give  you  no  specific  directions,  but  leave  you  to  act  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. I  would  like  you,  however,  to  get  something  done  to  the 
South  Side  road  even  if  they  do  not  tear  up  a  mile  of  it. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

April  1, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth: 

General:  As  yet  nothing  has  been  developed  on  the  left  front  but 
cavalry.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  rebel  infantry  has  removed 
to  the  right  to  connect  with  the  right  of  their  main  line.  Rebel  infantry 
covers  the  road  to  the  Five  Forks.  The  First  Division  is  skirmishing 
with  cavalry  on  the  left  of  the  First  Division  line. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  1,  1865. 
General  Crook  : 

Major-Geueral  Sheridan  directs  you  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  imme- 
diately. General  Warren  will  attack  the  enemy  at  daylight  in  flank 
from  the  Boydton  road.  There  is  near  your  camp  100,000  pounds  of 
forage  in  charge  of  Captain  Hickey,  acting  assistant  quartermaster. 
About  one  third  is  for  your  command. 
Respectfully, 

M.  V.  SHERIDAN, 
Captain  and  Aidede-Camp. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

April  1,  1865—9.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  fast 
at  Dinwiddle  Court-House  with  the  brigade  that  you  have  there.    The 
general  thinks  that  you  had  better  remain  there  yourself  with  this  com- 
mand. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps  Train, 

April  1,  1865—4.30  a.  m. 
Major  Weir, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  General  Crook's  Headquarters: 
Major  :  About  twenty  wagons  and  the  pontoon  train  are  still  on 
the  road  where  Major  lYeichel  saw  the  amm.unition  train  at  11  p.  m. 
They  have  not  yet  turned  off  into  the  telegraph  road  leading  into  the 
Vaughan  road.  The  men  and  mules  are  almost  exhausted,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  get  all  the  train  into  the  Vaughan  road  by  daylight,  and 
probably  not  before  9  or  10  a.  m.  Colonel  Wells,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  has  detailed  all  but  one  battalion  of  his  brigade 
and  can  spare  no  more.  We  are  still  doing  all  in  our  power. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

h.  c.  king. 

Major  and  Quartermaster  in  Charge. 

The  ammunition   and   ambulance  trains   will  probably  reach  the 
Vaughan  road  by  daylight. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Five  Forlcs,  [April  1,]  1865 — duslc. 
General  Crook: 

General  :  We  have  routed  the  enemy  at  all  points,  capturing  all 
his  artillery  We  claim  to  have  6,000  or  7,000  prisoners ;  I  saw  2,000. 
The  cavalry  arc  doing  most  splendid.    The  enemy  are  going  to  the 
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rear  so  fast  I  despair  of  getting  to  the  Irout.  Our  casualties  are  not 
large  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  The  infantry  flanked  them;  the  cavalry 
took  breast-works.    Divide  the  glory. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  BIBBEE, 
Captain  and  Aide  de- Gamp. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

April  1,  1865— 3  p.  m.  [a.  m.f] 
[General  Sheridan:] 

General:   Colonel  Savage,  Thirteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  is  here 
wounded ;  leg  amputated.    Pickett's  division  went  to  Five  Forks  last 
evening,  and  the  rebel  cavalry  are  said  to  have  left  for  there  about  10 
or  11  a.  m.  ]p.  m.  ?]    1  have  sent  a  reconnaissance  toward  the  Forks. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  lEVIF  GREGG, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
[General  Sheridan:] 

General  :  I  am  at  the  junction  of  the  Ford  road  and  Dinwiddie 
road.  Have  connected  with  the  Second  West  Virginia  Cavalry  one 
mile  from  this  point  in  direction  of  the  Forks.  A  few  rebels  are  in  my 
front,  on  what  I  call  the  Dinwiddle  road.  Have  just  sent  a  regiment 
to  drive  them.  Will  send  a  scout  to  bridge  across  Stony  Creek,  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  this  point. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  IRVIN  GREGG, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — A  rebel  deserter  says  the  infantry  went  toward  Stony  Creek 
from  this  point.  I  give  the  rumor  for  what  it  is  worth  and  for  your 
information.    Will  try  to  ascertain  the  truth. 

J.  I.  G. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
[General  Sheridan:] 

General  :  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  report  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Corrie,  commanding  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  which  he  says 
he  has  driven  the  enemy  two  miles  from  this  point,  on  what  I  call  the 
Dinwiddie  Court-House  road.  From  the  firing  the  resistance  seems  to 
be  determined.  The  country  is  all  woods.  No  enemy  has'  moved  in 
the  direction  of  Stony  Creek,  except  a  picket  of  fifteen  or  twenty  men. 
1  send  a  dispatch  of  General  Lee. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  IRVIN  GREGG, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers. 
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[InclnHuro.] 

Aprfi.  1,  1805—2  a.  in. 
General  Beale: 

General  :  General  Lee  wishes  you  to  withdraw  your  command  to 
this  side  of  the  creek  when  General  Pickett's  infantry  is  withdrawn 
at  4  a.  m.     You  will  bivouac  on  this  side. 

L.  TIBENAN  BEIEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generah 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

April  1, 1865. 
[General  Sheridan:] 

General  :  I  connect  with  the  left  of  General  Custer,  whose  command 
is  between  me  and  the  Five  Forks.  I  have  pushed  directly  west  from 
this  point  one  regiment,  which  has  met  a  stubborn  resistance;  and  as 
most  of  the  rebel  cavalry  have  [copy  mutilated]  I  do  not  think  it  pru- 
dent to  abandon  this  point  unless  forced  to  do  so. 

J.  IRVIN  GEEGG. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  J,  1805. 
Maj.  H.  C.  Weir,  A.  A.  <?.,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

I  have  received  instructions  from  General  Sheridan  to  report  with  my 
command  to  him,  and  am  now  moving  out.    There  are  now  no  pickets, 
except  those  of  the  First  Brigade,  at  Chamberlain's  Creek. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  lEVIN  GREGG, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volvnteers,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1, 1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  H.  C.  Weir,  A.  A.  G.,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps: 

I  can  reach  General  Sheridan  at  Five  Forks,  but  I  could  not  have 
concentrated  my  command  and  have  reached  him  before  this  hour  (7.30 
p.  m.),  consequently  could  only  have  joined  him  with  between  300  and 
400  men.  1  will  report  through  a  staft"  officer  to  General  Sheridan 
and  move  as  he  directs. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  IRVIN  GEEGG, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Hartsuff  reports  no  discernible  change  in  his  front.  I  have 
tried  everything  here  to  ascertain  any,  and  have  found  none  or  little. 
Is  it  certain  that  Mahone's  division  is  in  your  front?  You  say  that  is 
so  reported. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

All  the  regular  trains  between  Kichmoud  and  Petersburg  ran  to-day 
excepting  the  3  and  5  o'clock  trains. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1805. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Hartsuffhas  captured  a  man  from  Mahone's  division  and  has  care- 
lully  observed  his  front.  He  says  he  is  morally  certain  that  Mahone's 
division  has  moved.  I  have  directed  him  to  open  all  his  artillery  on 
the  enemy.  If  this  develops  anything  to  advance  and  feel  the  position. 
I  wish  I  had  a  little  brigade  to  send  him.  There  is  no  change  on  my 
front. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


'  Grant's  Headquarters, 

April  1,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Weixzel  : 

The  only  information  we  have  of  the  presence  of  Mahone's  division 
south  of  the  Appomattox  is  from  prisoners  who  say  they  understand  it 
is  in  reserve  on  this  side.  I  do  not  think  it  has  moved  unless  it  was 
this  p.  m.  Prisoners  say  they  understand  12,000  men  are  coming  from 
north  side. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


Dabney's  Mill,  April  1,  1865—9^50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Army  of  the  James : 
I  have  directed  Colonel  Bowers  to  send  you  the  report  of  Sheridan's 
success  this  afternoon.    I  have  since  ordered  an  attack  to-night  and 
pursuit.    Communicate  the  result  to  your  troops.    Be  ready  also  to 
push  any  wavering  that  may  be  shown  in  your  front. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


Office  of  the  Provost-MarshalGeneral, 

Armies  Operating  Against  Richmond, 

April  1,  1805. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Manning, 

Frovost-Marshal,  Army  of  the  James : 

The  whole  of  Pickett's  division  is  on  the  south  side  of  Appomattoi 
What  is  on  the  Bermuda  and  your  front  up  to  last  night? 

OLIVER, 
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Depabtment  Headquarters, 

April  J,  1805. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

X  am  telegraphed  from  City  Point  that  Pickett's  eutire  clivision  is  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river. 

MANNING. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  James, 

April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

Can  yon  learn  if  there  are  signs  of  evacuating ?    Is  your  flre  returned, 
or  have  you  tried  rebel  batteries  to-night?    If  not,  try  thera. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 
3Iajor- Genera  I. 


Hatcher's  Farm.  April  1, 1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Commanding : 
The  following  report  just  received: 

HEADQl'ARTKnS   J^IRST   BKIGADE, 

Ai)ril  1,  1865. 
There  are  fewer  troops  on  onv  line  tlian  iisu.al.     Some  of  tlio  camps  that  were 
lubaljited  yesterday  are  this  iiiortiing  deserted.     The  enemy  would  neither  exchange 
papers  nor  give  any  information.     They  relieve  their  pickets  at  9  o'clock ;  after  they 
do  BO  I  will  report  what  further  information  I  can  gain. 

G.  H.  McKIBBIN, 
Brevet  Bnyadier-General. 

G.  L.  HARTS  UFF, 

Major-General. 


April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff, 

Bermuda  Hundred  : 

General  Grant  says  that  Mahone's  division  is  reported  in  his  front, 
at  Dabney's  Mill.    Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ? 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Hatcher's  Farm,  April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

No  change  discoverable  from  signal  tower,  or  by  ofQcer  of  the  day. 
Certainly  the  same  number  of  men  on  picket.  It  is  impossible  to  learn 
more,  except  by  an  attack.  Shall  one  be  made?  Will  report  anything 
further  soon  as  known. 

G.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major- General. 
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Apkil  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Gkorgk  L.  Hartsuff, 

Bermuda  Front: 
"Wliat  have  you  to  attack  witli  V     How  many  men  can  you  Io.se  and 
still  hold  your  line?  . 

G.  WBITZEL, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  Bermitda  Hundred,  Va., 

April  1,  1865. 
General  Weitzel, 

Commanding : 
If  any  portion  of  the  enemy's  line  has  been  weakened  it  must  be  the 
right.  I  thiuk  we  might  attack  there  without  endangering  our  lines  if 
you  think  it  advisable.  There  is  a  gun-boat  J  understand  at  Broadway 
Landing  which  might  move  up  and  assist  to  cover  the  retreat  if  we 
were  repulsed.  I  do  not  know  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  line  there 
or  the  position  of  his  guns.  I  expect  soon  to  get  another  report  from 
General  McKibbin. 

GEO.  L.  HARTS  UFF, 

Major-  General. 

Aprii.  1,  18C5. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Ij.  Hartsuff, 

Bermuda  Front: 
Please  investigate  and  report  if  enough  troops  have  left  your  front  to 
make  an  attack  by  you  feasible. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


Bermtida  Front,  April  1, 1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

General  Abbot  is  now  here.  Ho  knows  the  rebel  line  well,  which  I 
do  not.  He  says  the  flat  ground  on  the  enemy's  right  is  perfectly  cov- 
ered by  the  guns  on  hills  in  rear,  and  that  their  Avhole  line  is  exceed- 
ingly strong.  General  Ferrero  has  sent  to  capture  a  picket  at  any  haz- 
ards. I  will  open  on  them  from  the  artillery  in  position  at  3  o'clock, 
keep  it  up  for  half  an  hour,  and  if  not  replied  to  will  about  4  o'clock 
advance  a  skirmish  line  and  try  to  develop  their  line,  subject  to  your 
approval.     Please  answer  immediately. 

G.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  i,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff  : 

I  think  you  had  better  try  your  artillery  in  position  on  them,  and  see 
what  it  will  develop. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-tieneral. 
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Bermuda  Front,  April  1,  1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

A  man  was  captured  belonging  to  Finegan's  brigade  who  reports  no 
change.  Communication  with  pickets  on  right  developed  no  change. 
It  is  morally  certain  that  Mahone'.s  division,  undiminished,  is  still  in 
our  front.  If  nothing  is  developed  by  the  artillery  firing  I  will  not  send 
out  the  skirmish  line  I  think. 

G.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


April  1,  1865—2  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  L.  Hartsuff: 

I  approve  that  plan.    I  know  the  line.    It  is  very  strong.     Tliat  plain 
on  the  left  is  swept  by  batteries  on  the  hill. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Hatcher's  Farm,  April  l,  1865. 
General  Weitzel  : 

Firing  developed  nothing  at  all.  Only  two  guns  fired  in  return  from 
battery  directly  in  front  of  Battery  Anderson.  Skirmish  line  not  sent 
out. 

G.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


April  1,  1805 — 9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  L.  Hartsuff, 

Bermuda  Front : 
General  Grant  feels  convinced  that  if  Mahone's  division  left  your 
front  it  left  this  p.  m. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Hatcher's  Farm,  April  l,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 
I  know  nothing  of  any  change;  will  investigate  immediately. 

G.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff: 

Open  all  your  batteries  on  the  enemy  for  half  an  hour  and  see  what 
retiult  it  will  produce.  We  have  had  great  success.  On  the  left  this 
]).  m.  an  evacuation  in  our  front  is  anticipated.  Use  your  utmost 
endeavors  to  ascertain  the  enemy's  movements  and  report  to  me  at 
once. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

April  1,  1865. 
General  H.  L.  Abbot, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery  : 
No  orders  were  issued  in  regard  to  what  operators  should  be  taken 
from  the  Army  of  the  James.  General  Grant  called  for  a  certain  num- 
ber, and  the  chief  operator  selected  those  whom  he  deemed  could  best 
be  spared.  As  it's  but  a  short  distance  to  the  hospital  from  Broadway 
and  couriers  at  your  command  I  think  the  service  need  not  suffer  by 
the  present  arrangement. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 
Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Shepley, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Everything  is  reported  as  apparently  the  same.    No  indication  of 
any  troops  leaving  has  been  observed.    Got  no  deserters  last  night. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

April  1,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Shepley, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Have  got  a  picket  for  you.     He  is  on  his  way  from  the  picket-line. 
Was  taken  coming  over  to  trade. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  Ya.,  April  1,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Kautz, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Twenty -fifth  Army  Corps: 
General:  We  have  had  important  successes  on  our  left  this  p.  m. 
An  evacuation  in  our  front  is  anticipated.     Watch  the  enemy  carefully 
and  report  to  me  his  movements  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,. 

W.  L.  GOODRICH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  April  1,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Russell, 

Comdg.  Attached  Brigade,  First  Division,  Tirenty -fifth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  break 

camp  at  once  and  march  your  command  across  the  pontoons  to  the 
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south  side  of  the  James  Eiver  aud  there  bivouac.     As  soon  as  your 
brigade  is  under  arms  you  ■will  report  in  person  to  these  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  L.  GOODRICH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assintant  Adjutant- General. 


Heaoquarters  District  of  Eastern  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  April  1,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  last  report  of  desert- 
ers, &c.  You  will  see  that  the  so-called  loyal  people  that  have  been 
supplied  from  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  have 
been  able  to  sell  much  bacon  to  rebels  for  cotton,  which  cotton  fur- 
nished supplies  to  enable  rebels  to  raise  bacon.  I  have  stopped  all 
supplies  going  beyond  my  actual  picket-line.  If  coffee,  candles,  aud 
sugar  iind  their  way  to  Murfree's  Depot  they  must  either  run  the  block- 
ade from  North  Carolina,  be  smuggled  out  by  traders,  or  run  tbe 
blockade  up  the  James  from  some  domestic  port.  I  know  the  goods  do 
not  go  out  from  my  command.  I  know  that  none  of  the  cotton  comes 
into  my  district. 

I  append  the  information : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  followiDf;  information,  elicited  from  refngeea  and 
'  deserters  I'xuniined  this  morutug  (March  BI) :  Several  mechanics  and  employtjs,  lately 
engaged  on  the  Seaboard  Railroad,  report  that  the  average  amount  of  cotton  carried 
over  that  road  is  about  50  bales  per  day.  The  amouut  carried  to  Murfree's  Depot 
dejiends  somewhat  on  the  amount  of  supplies  which  they  expect  to  receive  iu  return 
for  the  cotton.  Some  days  three  car  loads  are  sent  down,  and  every  day  there  is  at 
least  one  car  load,  a  car  carrying  about  30  bales.  The  average  amount  of  bacon 
.  carried  over  tlie  road  is  about  10,000  pounds  daily.  Sugar,  coil'ee,  molasses,  codtish, 
adamantine  candles,  &c.,  are  also  sent  on  that  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 
Brigadier-  General.  Commanding. 


Winchester,  Va.,  April  l,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  10.40  a.  m.) 
Ifflaj.  (Ten.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Some  of  the  parties  who  robbed  the  train  on  the  30th  have  been  cap- 
tured, and  more  may  be.  I  ottered  yesterday  to  place  a  guard  of  about 
a  company  of  infantry  on  every  passenger  train  or  other  train  contain- 
ing valuable  Government  stores,  and  asked  W.  P.  Smith  if  he  could 
furnish  a  proper  car  for  such  guards.  From  his  answer  it  appears  to 
me  that  he  expects  the  Government  to  pay  the  company  for  transport- 
ing the  guards.  Before  entering  into  any  such  operation  I  shall  ask 
lor  orders.  Nothing  can  prevent  an  occasional  disturbance  of  the  road, 
but  a  good  guard  would  force  the  enemy  to  come  in  larger  numbers, 
aud  so  give  me  a  better  opportunity  of  reaching  tbera.  A  small  party 
of  thirty,  after  cajituring  a  train,  will  disperse  entirely,  each  man  to 
his  own  hiding  place.  I  do  not  see  wliy  the  Government  should  pay 
transportation,  however,  for  guards  protecting  the  property  of  the 
company. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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Washington,  ]).  0.,  April  J,  1805 — 3.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester  ; 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  if  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kail- 
road  require  pay  for  transporting  gn.'irds  to  their  trains  no  guards  be 
furnished  to  them. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 
Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Aemy  Corps, 
Washington,  J).  C,  April  1,  1865 — 6.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division,  Winchester: 
General  Gamble,  commanding  at  Fairfax  Oourt-House,  reports  that 
a  rebel  deserter  just  arrived  there  states  that  Pickett'.s  division  passed 
through  Staunton  on  Monday  last  to  join  Early  in  the  Valley. 

I  send  the  report  for  j'our  consideration.    I  will  have  the  deserter 
sent  in  here  in  the  morning  and  get  his  story  in  full. 

0.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty- second  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  1,  1865. 
General  Gamble. 

Commanding  at  Fairfax  Court-House: 
Have  the  rebel  deserter  who  brings  the  story  of  Pickett's  division 
having  gone  to  the  Shenandoah  sent  in  to  me  in  the  morning  under 
guard. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headqttarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  1,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Torbert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry : 
General  Augur  telegraphs  that  a  rebel  deserter  states  that  Pickett's 
division  passed  through  Staunton  on  Monday  last.    The  general  (Jesires 
you  to  send  the  scouting  party  well  down  the  Valley  and  get  such 
information  as  you  can. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper's  Ferry,  April  1,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
There  is  a  gang  of  murderers  infesting  Loudoun,  who  have  done  incal- 
culable service  for  the  rebels  for  the  last  four  years.    The  leader  of 
the  band  is  named  Mobberly,  and  is  one  of  Mosby's  right-hand  men. 
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Some  citizeus  of  Loudoun  have  proposed  to  me  that  if  I  will  arm  them 
and  give  them  the  means  of  living  away  from  home  for  awhile  they  will 
kill  or  capture  the  baud.  The  band  consists  of  Mobberly,  Riley,  S.  Mbcks, 
and  Tribbet.  All  of  them  have  murdered  our  soldiers  time  and  again. 
The  baud  originally  consisted  of  about  fifteen  men.  During  the  last 
summer  we  have  killed  most  of  the  baud,  leaving  these  four  men,  who 
are  the  head  devils  of  the  concern.  I  think  promising  these  men  a 
reward  of  $1,000  for  Mobberly  and  $500  for  each  of  the  others,  dead  or 
alive,  will  clean  out  the  coucern.  The  Government  could  readily  afford 
to  pay  $50,000  for  them  and  save  the  amount  in  the  prevention  of  the 
destruction  of  public  property  in  six  months'  operations  of  the  baud. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  J,  1863. 
General  Stevenson: 

With  reference  to  your  dispatch  of  this  morning  the  general  desires 
me  to  say  that  you  can  arm  and  subsist  the  men  you  refer  to,  if  you 
are  satisfied  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  service.  He  does  not 
think  it  proper  to  offer  a  reward  openly,  but  will  reward  the  men  lib- 
eriilly  in  proportion  to  the  service  they  may  render.  From  all  he  can 
learn  he  regards  the  men  of  Mobberly's  gang  as  outlaws,  and  if  the  citi- 
zens desire  to  rid  themselves  of  them  the  general  will  assist  them  lib- 
erally, and  the  men  engaged,  besides  their  reward,  shall  be  provided 
for  while  it  is  necessary  for  theui  to  remain  away  from  home.  The 
general  desires  that  the  whole  matter  shall  be  kept  secret. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Loup  Creek,  April  1,  1865. 
Col.  J.  H.  Oley, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
Captain  Guion  informs  me  that  there  is  a  rebel  force  of  about  200  in 
the  vicinity  of  Gauley.    They  were  at  Mountain  Cove  at  4  p.  m.    They 
are  Amick's,  Alstead's,  and  Thurmond's  men,  or  so  reported.     I  have 
sent  re-enforcements  to  Gauley. 

J.  WHITLEY,  Jr., 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 


Loup  Creek,  April  l,  1865. 
Col.  J.  H.  Oley, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Charleston: 
I  have  just  learned  that  a  party  of  rebels  under  Captain  Amick  has 
been  committing  some  depredations  in  Nicholas  County,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Captains  Mann's  and  Ramsay's  camps,  their  men  being  absent  iu 
Greenbrier  at  the  time.  There  were  about  forty  of  the  rebels.  The 
most  d-mage  done  by  them  was  stealing  a  few  horses.  They  did  not 
stay  long. 

J.  WHITLEY,  Jr., 
Captain,  Commandivg  Post. 
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Charleston,  W.  Va.,  April  1, 1865. 

Capt.  E.  P.  WiLBER, 

Comdg.  Det.  7th  W.  Va.  Gav.,  Camp  Piatt,  W.  Va.  : 
Captain  Claflin  has  just  arrived  under  orders  to  mate  a  very  thorough 
inspection.  The  detacliuient  of  the  First  New  York  will  not  go  witli 
you.  You  will  not  cross  Guyandotte  River  and  will  make  arrange- 
ments to  reach  here  next  Thursday  without  fail.  The  troops  from 
Coalsmouth  and  Guyandotte  will  not  move.  You  will  go  where  you 
think  advisable  in  the  time  given  you.    Answer. 

JOHN  H.  OLEY, 

Colonel,  Commanding^. 


Chakleston,  W.  Va.,  April  1, 1865. 
Maj.  H,  Slack, 

Commanding,  Guyandotte,  W.  Va, : 
Captain  Wilber,  with  150  men,  leaves  for  Logan  County  to-morrow 
morning.  He  will  be  at  Logan  Court-House  Monday,  and  will  go  to 
Hart's  Creek.  Captain  Smith  will  move  that  way  also.  Send  out  100 
men  early  Monday  morning  toward  the  head  of  Hart's  Creek,  taking 
such  roads  as  you  deem  advisable.  Have  you  any  suggestions?. 
Answer  at  once. 

JOHN  H.  OLEY, 

Colonel,  Commanding.. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  2, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 
The  President, 

City  Point: 
Mrs.  Lincoln  arrived  safely  this  morning.  General  Augur's  head- 
quarters were  burned  up  last  night;  whether  the  fire  was  caused  by 
negligence  or  design  is  unknown.  I  congratulate  you  and  General 
Grant  upon  the  prospect  of  great  success.  Every  one  is  eager  for 
news. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  Wa-^., 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  2, 1865—11  a.  m. 

(Received  noon.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Dispatches  frequently  coming  in.  All  going  finely.  Parke,  Wright, 
and  Ord,  extending  from  the  Appomattox  to  Hatcher's  Run,  have  all 
broken  through  the  enemy's  intrenched  lines,  taking  some  forts,  guns, 
and  prisoners.  Sheridan,  with  his  own  cavalry.  Fifth  Corps,  and  part 
of  the  Second,  is  coming  in  from  the  west  on  the  enemy's  flank,  and 
Wright  is  already  tearing  up  the  South  Side  Railroad. 

A.  LINCOLN. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  April  JS,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
At  10.45  a.  111.  General  Grant  telegraphed  as  follows: 

Everythins  has  been  carried  from  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  The  Sixth  Corps 
nlone  captured  more  than  3,000  prisoners.  The  Second  and  Twenty-fourth  Cori>8 
both  captured  forts,  guns,  and  prisoners  from  the  enemy,  but  I  cannot  tell  the  num- 
ber. We  are  now  closing  aronnd  the  works  of  the  line  immediately  enveloping 
Petersburg.    All  looks  remarkably  well.     I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Sheridan. 

His  lieadcjuarters  Lave  been  moved  up  to  T.  Banks'  house,  near  the 
Boydton  road,  about  three  miles  southwest  of  Petersburg. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  2,  1865— 8.30 p.m. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
At  4.30  J),  m.  to-day  General  Grant  telegraphed  as  follows : 

We  are  now  up,  and  have  a  contiunous  line  of  troops,  and  in  a  few  hours  will  be 
intrenched  from  the  Appomattox,  below  Petersburg,  to  the  river  above.  Heth's  and 
Wilcox's  divisions — such  part  of  them  as  were  not  captured — were  cut  off  from  town, 
either  designedly  on  their  part  or  because  they  could  not  help  it.  Sheridan,  with 
the  cavalry  and  Fifth  Corps,  is  above  them.  Miles'  division,  Second  Corps,  was  sent 
from  the  White  Oak  road  to  Sullivan  [Sutherland's]  Station,  on  the  South  Side 
Railroad,  where  he  met  them,  and  at  last  accounts  was  engaged  with  them.  Not 
knowing  whether  Sheridan  wonld  get  up  in  time  Humphreys  was  sent  with  another 
division  from  here. 

The  whole  captures  since  the  army  started  out  will  not  amount  to  less  than  12,000 
men,  and  probably  50  pieces  of  .ortillery.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  men  and 
guns  accurately,  however.  A  portion  of  Foster's  division.  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 
made  a  most  gallant  charge  this  afternoon,  and  captured  a  very  important  fort  from 
the  enemy,  with  its  entire  garrison.  All  seems  well  with  us,  and  everything  quiet 
just  now. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


City  Point,  Va..  April  2, 1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  9  a.m.) 
Mrs.  A.  Lincoln, 

Executive  Mansion: 
Last  night  General  Grant  telegraphed  that  General  Sheridan  with  his 
cavalry  and  the  Fifth  Corps  h'ad  captured  three  brigades  of  infantry,  a 
train  of  wagons,  and  several  batteries,  prisoners  amounting  to  several 
thousand.  This  morning  General  Grant  having  ordered  an  attack  along 
the  whole  line  telegraphs  as  follows.  * 

Eobert  yesterday  wrote  a  little  cheerful  note  to  Captain  Penrose, 
which  is  all  he  has  heard  of  him  since  you  left. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  2, 1865. 
Mrs.  Lincoln  : 

At  4.30  ]).  m.  today  General  Grant  telegraphs  that  he  has  Peters- 
burg completely  enveloped  from  river  below  to  river  above,  and  has 

*  See  Gr:iut  to  Bowers,  6.40  a.  ni.,  p.  448, 


448  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  Lvm. 

captured,  since  he  started  last  Wednesday,  about  12,000  prisoners  and  50 
guns.  He  suggests  that  I  shall  go  out  and  see  him  in  the  morning, 
which  I  think  I  will  do.  Tad  and  I  are  both  well,  and  will  be  glad  to 
see  vou  and  your  party  here  at  the  time  you  name. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Dabney's  Mill,  April  2,  1805— 6.40  a.  m. 

Col.  T.  S.  BOWEES, 

City  Point,  Va. : 
Both  Wright  and  Parke  got  through  the  enemy's  lines.  The  battle 
now  rages  furiously.  Sheridan  with  his  cavalry,  the  Fifth  Corps,  and 
Miles'  division  of  the  Second  Corps,  which  was  sent  to  him  since  1  this 
morning,  is  now  sweeping  down  from  the  west.  All  now  looks  highly 
favorable.     Ord  is  engaged,  but  1  have  not  yet  heard  the  result  in  his 


front. 


U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


April  2,  1865. 

Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
Instruct  Beuham  to  get  the  men  at  City  Point  out  to  the  outer  lines 
and  have  them  ready.     While  all  our  forces  are  going  in  some  enter- 
prising rebels  may  possibly  go  through  and  down  there  in  a  fit  of 
desperation  to  do  what  damage  they  can. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 
April  2,  I860 — 8.25  a.  m.     (Keeeived  8.45  a.  m.) 

Colonel  Bowers, 

City  Point,  Va.: 
Wright  has  gone  through  the  enemy's  line,  and  now  has  a  regiment 
tearing  up  the  track  on  the  South  Side  road  west  of  Petersburg.  Hum- 
phreys, with  two  divisions,  is  south  of  Hatcher's  Run  crossing  the 
Boydton  road.  Sheridan  with  his  cavalry,  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  one 
division  of  the  Second  Corps,  is  moving  from  the  west  toward  Peters- 
burg. Ord  has  gone  in  with  Wright.  I  do  not  see  how  the  portion  of 
the  rebel  army  south  where  Wright  broke  through  (Oak  Grove)  are  to 
escape.  Dispatch  just  received  from  Ord  states  that  some  of  his  troops 
have  just  captured  the  enemy's  works  south  of  *  Hatcher's  Run,  north 
side,  and  are  pushing  on.  This  is  bringing  our  troops  rapidly  to  a  focus 
with  a  portion  of  the  rebels  in  the  center. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


•  Anothei-  copy  reads  "next to,"  instead  of  "south  of." 
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April  2,  1805. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point,  Va.  : 
Notify  Colonel  Mulford  to  make  uo  inore  deliveries  of  rebel  prisoners 
whilst  the  battle  is  going  on.  i'arke  captured  two  forts  and  two 
redoubts  this  morning  with  their  guns.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from 
Sheridan,  but  1  have  an  abiding  faith  that  he  is  iu  the  right  place  and 
at  the  right  time. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


T.  Banks'  House,  April  2, 186.5—10.45  a.  m. 
Colonel  BowKRS, 

City  Point,  Va. : 
Everything  has  been  carried  from  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  The 
Sixth  Corps  alone  captured  more  than  3,000  prisoners.  The  Second 
and  Twenty-fourth  Corps  both  captured  forts,  guns,  and  prisoners  from 
the  enemy,  but  I  cannot  yet  tell  the  number.  We  are  now  closing 
around  the  works  of  the  city  immediately  enveloping  Petersburg.  All 
looks  remarkably  well.     I  have  not  yet  beard  from  Sheridan. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JJentenant-  General. 


BoYDTON  Road,  Near  Petersburg, 

April  ;.',  ISC-J—d.dO. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point : 

We  are  now  up,  and  have  a  continuous  line  of  troops,  and  in  a  few 
hours  will  be  intrenched  from  the  Appomattox,  below  Petersburg,  to  the 
river  above.  Heth's  and  Wilcox's  divisions — such  part  of  them  as  were 
not  captured — were  cut  off  from  town,  either  designedly  on  their  part  or 
because  they  could  not  help  it.  Sheridan,  with  the  cavalry  and  Fifth 
Corps,  is  above  them.  Miles'  division.  Second  Corps,  was  sent  from  the 
White  Oak  road  to  Sutherland's  Station,  on  the  South  Side  Railroad, 
where  he  met  them,  and  at  last  accounts  was  engaged  with  thein. 
Not  knowing  whether  Sheridan  would  get  up  iu  time  General  Hum- 
phreys was  sent  with  another  division  from  here.  The  wliole  captures 
since  the  army  started  out  gunning  will  not  amount  to  less  than  12,000 
men,  and  probably  50  pieces  of  artillery.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of 
men,  and  guns  accurately,  however.  A  portion  of  General  Foster'sdivis- 
iou.  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  made  one  of  the  most  gallant  charges  and 
captured  a  very  important  fort  from  the  enemy,  with  its  entire  garrison. 
All  seems  well  with  us,  and  everything  quiet  just  now.  I  think  the 
President  might  come  out  and  pay  us  a  visit  to  morrow. 

•  IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  April  3, 1865. 
Lieutenaut-General  Grant  : 

Allow  me  to  tender  to  you  and  all  with  you  the  nation's  grateful 
thanks  for  this  additional  and  magnificent  success.  At  your  kind  sug- 
gestion I  think  I  will  meet  yon  to-morrow. 

A.  LIJSCOLN. 
29  R  R— vol  XL VI,  PT  HI 
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Apkil  2,  1865. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers: 

If  the  President  will  come  out  on  the  9  a.  ni.  train  to  Patrick's  Station 
I  will  send  a  horse  and  an  escort  to  meet  him.  It  would  afl'ord  nie 
much  i)leasure  to  meet  the  President  in  person  at  the  station,  but  I 
know  he  will  excuse  nie  for  not  doing  so  when  my  services  are  so  liable 
to  be  needed  at  any  moment.  If  9  is  an  inconvcDieiit  hour  telegraph 
me  the  hour  when  the  President  will  stiirt  and  he  will  find  his  escort 
awaiting  him  when  he  arrives. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenunt-  General. 

April  2,  18G5— 7.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

General  Ord  telegraphed  me  at  noon  that  he  had  a  large  number  of 
prisoners  and  no  troops  to  guard  them,  and  asked  for  a  regiment  to  be 
sent  to  him.  As  there  are  not  over  100  men  at  City  Point,  and  they  are 
on  duty,  I  applied  to  Admiral  Porter  for  marines.  He  kindly  furnished 
500,  which  I  sent  to  the  front.  They  have  returned  with  oyer  .3,000 
prisoners,  whom  they  are  now  guarding.  If  Collis'  brigade  is  not  to 
return  I  will  have  to  call  on  the  admiral  lor  all  guards  for  prisoners. 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Annistant  Adjutant- General. 


April  2,  1865—8.40. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point.,  Va.: 
I  have  just  heard  from  General  Miles.  He  attacked  what  was  left  of 
Heth's  and  Wilcox's  divisions  at  Sutherland's  Station  and  routed  them, 
capturing  about  1,000  prisoners.  The  enemy  took  the  route  north 
toward  the  Appomattox.  As  Sheridan  was  in  above  them  I  am  in 
hopes  but  few  of  them  will  escape.    General  Miles  also  captured  two 


field  pieces  in  this  attack. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


April  2,  1865. 


Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point: 
Send  all  my  dispatches  that  have  gone  concerning  operations  to 
Sherman.  What  you  receive  hereafter  send  to  Forf  Monroe  by  tele- 
graph to  be  forwarded  by  first  steamer  to  Morehead  (3ity.  Have  you 
stopped  Mulford  from  delivering  xJrisoners?  If  he  has  any  on  hand  for 
delivery  tell  him  to  hold  on  to  them. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  2,  1865 — 1  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

A  dispatch  from  General  Grant  states  that  General  Sheridan,  com- 
manding cavalry  and  infantry,  has  carried  everything  before  him.  He 
captured  three  brigades  of  infantry,  a  wagon  train,  and  several  bat- 
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teries  of  artillery.  The  prisoners  cu.])ture(l  will  umouiit  to  several  thou- 
sand. I  will  forward  yon  the  dispatcli  in  cipher  in  the  morning  with 
such  other  information  as  may  come  in. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Axuistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 

April  3,  1865—12.15  a.  m. 
General  Meade: 

Has  Miles  possession  of  the  White  Oak  road?  If  he  has  let  him 
move  down  it  at  once  and  join  Sherulau  as  rapidly  as  possible  without 
awaiting  anything. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Gkamt's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1865 — 12.30  a.  m. 
General  Meade: 

If  Miles  has  not  got  possession  of  White  Oak,  so  as  to  follow  that 
up,  he  might  move  bv  J.  Boisseau's,  and  from  there  to  Five  Forks. 

U.  B.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—12.32  a.  m. 
Lieuteuaut-General  Grant: 

What  say  you  to  my  dispatcii  about  the  .attack  on  the  Crow  house 
by  Hays  on  right  of  Second  Corps ''.     Shall  it  be  at  4  a.  ni.  or  not? 

G.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Gcneral. 


Grant's  Headqxjarters, 

April  2,  1865—12.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

The  attack  on  Crow  House  battery  may  be  suspended  altogether.  It 
was  ordered  at  4  a.  m.  in  conjunction  witli  other  attacks  that  had  then 
been  ordered,  but  wliich  have  been  ordered  earlier  and  under  a  state  of 
facts  that  were  not  then  known.  If  they  are  successful  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  the  attack.  If  they  are  not  it  cannot  be  told  that  we 
will  be  in  a  condition  to  make  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Meade's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1865 — 1  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  doubt  very  much  any  of  the  corps  commanders  making  their  attacks 
betore  4  a.  m.,  since  their  columns  are  not  yet  formed.    I  have  ordered 
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Humj)]iieys  to  attack  tlie  Crow  battery  at  4  a.  in.,  aud  be  will  do  so, 
and  jjrobably  in  conjunction  with  the  other  attacks  unless  the  order 
shall  be  countermanded. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Ghant's  Headquartebs, 

April  3,  1865—1.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meaue: 

Direct  the  attack  of  the  cor[)s  couinianders  to  be  made  promptly  at 
4  o'clock  this  a.  m.  as  first  ordered,  if  they  have  not  already  been  made. 
As  one  division  of  the  Second  Gorps  is  now  ordered  away,  General 
Humphreys  need  not  attack  at  the  Grow  house,  but  be  in  readiness  to 
take  advantage  of  any  weakening  of  the  enemy  in  his  trout. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Apktl  2,  180.5— 1.,55  a.  m. 
General  IIumphkeys, 

ISecoHd  Corps : 
In  order  that  you  may  be  ready  to  co-operate  in  the  movement  I  send 
you  the  above  for  your  information. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—2.10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant  : 

The  ibllowing  dispatches  just  received  from  jSTinth  Corps.*     Parke  is 
ordered  to  attack  at  4  a.  m. 

And  this  from  General  Hum])lireys.+ 

(i.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865 — i.05  a.  m. 
Lieuteuant- General  Grant: 

General  Parke  telegraphs  that  reports  from  First  and  Second  Divis- 
ious  of  Ninth  Corps  indicate  the  enemy's  line  as  far  as  developed  con- 
sists only  of  skirmishers,  and  that  a  heavy  explosion  occurred  a  little  after 
3  a.  ni.  in  heart  of  Petersburg.  General  Parke  further'  states  that  he 
is  ascertaining  whether  the  enemy  has  letired.  I  have  communicated 
this  information  to  Generals  Ord  and  Wright,  and  directed  Generals 
Parke  and  Wright  to  push  forward  strong  lines  of  skirmishers  and  use 
every  elibrt  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  enemy. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Genera,. 

*  See  Parke  to  Webb,  1.15  a.  m.,  1.30  a.  ni.,  and  1.45  a.  in.,  April  2,  pp.  482, 483. 
.    tSee  Humphreys  to  Webb,  1  a.  in.,  p.  463. 
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Meade's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  I860. 
LieutenantGeneral  Grant: 

The  Sixth  Corps  has  (lairied  the  enemy's  works.    Parke  is  ordered 
to  .send  up  his  reserves  if  he  is  not  now  usinp;  tliem. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  ok  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—5.80  a.  m. 
Lieuteuant-General  Grant  : 

General  Wright  has  carried  the  enemy's  works.  General  Parke  has 
been  ordered  to  support  Wright  with  liis  leserves  if  he  is  not  now 
using  them. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copies  sent  to  (renerals  Ord  and  Humphreys.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865. 
Lientenant-General  Grant  : 

Forwarded. 

Signal  Towkh,  April :.',  186-'} — C  o.  m. 
General  Webii: 

■\Ve  bave  captured  '1  i;nns  am\  3  caissons,  3  flags  and  several  liuiidied  prisoners. 
Have  also  cut  telegrapli  wire  on  Boydton  road.  This  only  for'  one  division — 
■\Vbeaton's. 

WEIGHT, 

General, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—6.20. 
Lieuteiiant-Gerteral  Grant: 

Forwarded.     Parke  is  to  pusli  on  if  jjossible. 

NiXTll  Akmv  C'OKi's — 5. .55  a.  m. 
Maior-(5eiieral  Wkbh  : 

We  bave  carried  lines  opposite  Fort  Hcdgwick,  but  tbc  enemy  still  bold  works  in 
tbe  rear. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 

April  3,  1865—0.40. 
Major-(Jeneial  Meade: 
Is  Humphreys  engaged  yet? 

U.  S.  GRAIS'T, 

Lietitenant-  General. 
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General  Meade's  Headquakteks, 

April  2,  1865—6.45  a.  m. 

Lieuteuaut- General  Grant  : 

Humphreys'  attack  was  suspended  last  nigbt,  but  as  soon  as  I  heard 
of  our  success  on  the  right  I  ordered  him  to  push  out  and  to  do  all  he 
could.    1  presume  his  skirmishers  are  engaged  by  this  time. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

MajorGeneral. 


Grant's  Headquarters 

Ai>ril  .?,  1865—6.45  a.  m. 

General  Meade: 

Wright  can  put  in  everything  he  has  except  the  garrisons  of  inclosed 
works.  Ord  is  pushing  by  the" shortest  road  to  help  Wright.  I  heard 
from  Sheridan  at  12.30  tiiis  a.  ni.  He  intended  to  start  at  daybreak 
and  sweep  the  White  Oak  road  and  all  north  of  it  down  to  Petersburg. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  1865—6.55  a.  in. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  i)resume  that  the  best  way  for  Ord  to  assist  Wright  will  be  for  him 
to  make  a  vigorous  attack  on  his  front  if  there  is  any  hope  of  his  carry- 
ing them. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—6.57  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Parke  reports  the  capture  of  2  redans,  2  forts,  and  12  guns, 
opposite  Fort  Sedgwick,  bnt  the  enemy  have  a  line  in  the  rear. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


April  2,  18G.5— 7.10  a.  m. 
MajorGeneral  Meade: 

There  is  more  necessity  for  care  on  (he  part  of  Parke  than  either  of 
the  others  of  our  corps  commanders.  As  I  understand  it,  he  is  attack- 
ing the  main  line  of  works  around  Petersburg,  whilst  the  others  are 
only  attacking  an  outer  line,  which  the  enemy  might  give  up  without 
giving  up  Petersburg.  Parke  should  either  advance  rapidly  or  cover 
his  men  and  hold  all  he  gets. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  3,  18(15 — 8  a.  m.    (Keceived  8.05  a.  m.) 
Lieuteiiiuit-Geiieral  Grant  : 

Oiders  have  been  sent  to  Parke  to  hold  all  he  lias  got  and  to  proceed 
cautiously  in  advancinjy.  Wright,  if  Ord  cannot  penetrate,  should  not 
go  too  far  forward  until  Sheridan  has  broken  through  or  Humphreys  or 
Ord.  If  he  does  he  will  be  isolated.  I  have  not  sent  him  any  orders, 
relying  on  his  judgment  and  the  fact  of  his  kjiowing  the  operations  on 
his  riglit  and  left. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


General  Meade's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  18(15 — 8.10  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Forwarded. 

Towkr — 7.15  a.  m. 
General  'WEm!: 

General  Seymour,  Third  Division,  reports  cifjlit  gnns  c.aptnred.  This  is  in  .addi- 
tion to  those  already  rejiorted.  The  Fortieth  [New  .Jersey]  Volnnteers  is  now  tear- 
ing nji  tlie  .Sonth  Hide  ll.ailroad. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 

(iEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


8.10  A.    M. 

General  Grant: 

This  re))ort,  which  1  hope  will  be  confirmed,  is  fj'om  assistant  adjutant- 
general  at  Parke's  headquarters: 

Ukadquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  S,  ISGH—G.oa  a.  m. 
Captain  JiAuiiOWs, 

Ueadfjuarlifs  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
An  officer  jnst  from  Fort  Rice  reports  that  the  enemy's  line  of  works  iu  front  of  the 
Second  Division  have  heen  captnred  and  are  held.     Have  lie.ard  nothing  from  General 
Parke  or  stall'.     General  I'ottor  is  mortally  wonnded.* 

.mo.  c.  youngman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(iEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General, 


April  2,  18fi5— 8.3.5  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

We  have  the  foits  next  to  Hatcher's  Run  on  both  sides.  I  think 
there  will  be  no  difificulty  in  Humphreys  marching  forward  now,  toward 
Petersburg  or  toward  the  retreating  foe. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutetiant-  General. 


'  Potter  w.as  wounded — not  mortally. 
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8.45   A.  M. 

General  Grant  : 

Humphreys  has  ah'eady  been  ordered  forward,  1  being  aware  of  the 
capture  of  the  forts.    He  will  try  and  connect  with  Wright. 

GEO.  G,  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


GuANT's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1805—9.15  ■  a.  m. 
General  Webb  : 

General  Meade  has  gone  with  General  Grant  to  the  front  across  the 
bridge  made  by  Michic,  near  the  Grow  house,  and  wishes  his  staff  to 
join  him. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1805— 9.S0  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  enemy  has  abandoned  Humphreys'  front.  I  am  pushing  Hum- 
I)hreys'  troops  up  the  Boydton  plank  road  and  Claiborne  road  to  try  to 
connect  on  the  right  and  left.  Miles  has  returned  here.  If  we  hear  fir- 
ing on  left  from  Sheridan,  I  shall  attack  there  with  Humphreys'  corps. 
The  enemy  is  moving  apparently  to  his  right  and  may  be  confronting 
Sheridan. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


Headquarters  Se(;ond  Army  Corps, 

AjJril  2,  1805— 9.H0  a.  m. 
General  Webb  or 
Colonel  RuGGLES, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Direct  General  Macj  to  come  here  with  what  cavalry  he  can  collect. 
Enemy  has  abandoned  his  line  in  Humphreys'  front.     Our  troops  are 
moving  out  on  Boydton  and  Claiborne  roads. 
Communicate  this  to  Ord,  Wright,  and  Parke. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  ok  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Humphreys  reports  Miles  moving  up  the  Cox  road,  and  the 
enemy  flying  before  him.  The  Fifth,  I  understand,  is  following  Miles. 
1  have  sent  an  officer  to  Slieridan  suggesting  his  force  should  move  by 
the  Cox  and  River  roads  and  if  he  pushes  the  cavalrj'  rapidly  he  ought 
to  cut  some  of  them  off  if  they  are  going  across  the  Appomattox  as  I 
snpi)ose.  I  have  ordered  up  the  pontooii  train  'in  Wright's  rear. 
Humphreys  has  reassumed  the  command  of  Miles.  Fifth  Corps  left  with 
Sheridan  till  your  orders  leturn  it. 

GEO.  G,  MEADE. 
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Grant's  nEADQUAUxERS, 

April  2,  1805. 

Major-Geueral  Meade: 
Tlie  following  just  received: 

Brigadier-General  Rawlins  : 

General  Sberidau  desired  inc.  to  inform  you  that  tlie  Second  Corjis  is  marching  up 
the  Boydton  road  toward  Petersburg,  and  that  Lee  and  his  forces  are  luoviug  this 
direction.  We  have  come  up  to  their  rear  guard,  about  two  miles  on  the  Claiborne 
road  from  tlieir  works  in  front  of  that  road,  probably;  but  few  stragglers. 

P.  T.  HUDSON, 

Aide-He-Camp. 

11  A. M. 

Miles  has  carried  all  the  main  works  on  tlie  Claiborne  road.  We  are  following 
the  enemy  up  that  road.  The  enemy  evacuated  the  works  about  10  o'clock.  Will 
send  particulars  as  soon  as  heard. 

P.  T.  HUDSON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

E.  S.  PAEKER, 
JAeutenant-Colovel  and  AvHitg  Assistant  Afljutdnt-Gencral. 


HEAuyuAii'JERS  Army  av  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Geneial  Grant : 

I  send  Major  Koseucrantz,  just  from  Miles.  Brevet  Major-Gcneral 
Miles  reports  tbat  lie  made  three  assaults  on  the  enemy's  position,  the 
last  being  made  about  3.30  j).  m.  One  brigade  attacked  on  their  flank, 
and  succeeded  in  completely  routing  them,  capturing  from  GOO  to  1,000 
prisoners,  2  guns,  and  2  colors.  General  Miles  has  formed  connection 
^vitll  Major-General  Humphreys,  but  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had 
retired,  but  Miles  is  still  pursuing  them.  Major  Kosencrantz  will  give 
you  any  further  details.  Miles  has  about  400  rebel  wounded,  which  are 
included  in  the  1,000. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

A2>ril  2,1865 — 7.15  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

An  officer  who  accompanied  General  Humphreys  has  returned. 
Humphreys  efl'ected  a  junction  with  Miles,  but  the  enemy  had  with- 
drawn. Humphreys  was  in  pursuit.  Miles  had  a  very  brisk  engage 
merit  this  afternoon,  was  severely  pressed,  and  at  one  time  a  part  of  his 
command  gave  way.  He,  however,  stubbornly  maintained  his  position 
till  Humphreys  arrived.  Both  divisions  must  be  greatly  fatigued  from 
constant  marching  and  Miles  with  iighting.  I  expect,  therefore,  that  the 
enemy  will  get  away.  Nothing  was  heard  of  Sheridan  when  this  offlcer 
returned.    What  orders  shall  be  sent  Humphreys? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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April  2,  l.SfiS— 7.40  p.  m. 
Major-Geiieral  Meade  : 

I  would  send  Humplireys  no  orders  further  than  to  report  to  Sheri- 
dan and  return  or  cross  the  Appomattox  as  lie  wishes.  1  have  just 
heard  from  Sheridan.  Lee  himself  escaped  up  the  river.  Sheridan 
thinks  that  all  of  the  rebel  army  that  was  outside  the  Avorks  immedi- 
ately around  the  city  are  trying  to  make  their  escape  out  that  way. 
He  is  making  dispositions  to  cut  them  oft'  if  he  can.  Tlie  Fifth  Cori)s 
is  now  with  or  near  the  Second  and  should  not  be  moved  in  this  direc- 
tion tonight.  I  think  there  is  nothing  in  Petersburg,  except  the  rem- 
nant of  Gordon's  corps  and  a  few  men  brought  from  the  north  side 
to-day.  1  believe  it  will  pay  to  commence  a  furious  bombardment  at  5 
a.  m.  to  be  followed  by  an  assault  at  G,  only  if  there  is  a  good  reason 
for  believing  the  enemy  is  leaving.  Unless  Lee  I'eaches  the  Danville 
road  to-night  he  will  not  be  able  to  reach  his  army  to  command  here. 

TT.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutennnt-  General. 


Headqtiaktkks  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 
April  .'>,  18(15 — 8  2).  m.     (Received  8.30  p.  m.) 

Lientenant-General  Grant  : 

I  understand  the  enemy  have  had  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Exeter  Mills, 
about  four  miles  north  of  Sutherland's  Station,  and  they  were  fighting 
this  afternoon  to  get  their  trains  off  on  that  road.  It  is  a  pity  Sheri- 
dan did  not  move  as  I  suggested  on  the  Gox  and  River  roads,  for  had 
he  done  so  these  fellows  would  have  been  cut  off.  Had  I  not  better 
send  our  pontoon  train  to  Humphreys  at  Sutherland's  Station,  and 
authorize  his  advancing  by  the  Exeter  Mills  and  crossing  the  river,  if 
in  his  judgment  or  from  the  information  he  obtains  he  thinks  he  can 
do  anything?  I  have  just  received  your  note  by  Captain  Dunn.  The 
information  I  send  you  of  the  crossing  of  Heth  and  Wilcox  at  Exeter 
Mills  is  inconsistent  with  General  Sheridan's  theory.  You  say  not  to 
send  orders  to  the  Fifth  Corps.  I  shall,  of  course,  not  do  so  till  that 
corps  is  returned  to  my  command;  but  I  would  suggest  Humphreys 
taking  the  Fifth  Corps  and  the  two  divisions  of  the  Second,  and  cross- 
ing at  Exeter  Mills,  I  sending  him  a  bridge  train.  He  can,  when 
across,  co-operate  with  or  take  orders  from  Sheridan. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Mqjor-General. 

I  will  give  orders  about  bombardment  and  preparations  to  assault. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  180') — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Direct  General  Parke  to  use  his  siege  artillery  upon  the  railroad 
bridge  during  the  night.  If  we  can  hit  the  bridge  once  it  will  pay.  It 
will  be  well  to  send  the  pontoon  train  up  to  Humphreys,  but  the  troops 
not  to  cross  till  Sheridan  gets  there.  Sheridan  now  has  his  cavalry 
out  after  trains  of  the  enemy  which  he  has  heard  of  and  will  probably 
collect  them  to-night  and  be  with  Humphreys  by  8  a.  m.  to-morrow.    I 
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sent  him  orders  to-day  to  cross  the  river,  which  he  will  do  as  soon  as 
the  enemy  on  this  side  is  captured  or  driven  off.  ITe  is  marclring  on 
the  Oox  and  River  roads. 

TT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquartkus  Army  df  thk  Potdmac, 

April  2,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  pontoon  train  has  already  been  ordered  to  the  left.  Major- 
General  Humphreys  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  Major-General 
Sheridan. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


(tkant's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1865 — 9.S0  p.  m. 
General  Meade: 

Miles  has  made  a  big'  thing  of  it  and  deserves  the  highest  praise  for 
the  pertinacity  with  which  he  stuck  to  the  enemy  until  he  wrung  from 
him  victory.  As  the  cavalry  was  coming  down  the  Cox  and  River 
roads  I  am  very  much  in  hopes  we  will  liear  tonight  of  the  capture  of 
the  balance  of  Heth's  and  Wilcox's  divisions.  1  think  a  cavalry  ibrce 
ha<l  been  thrown  to  the  very  bridge  over  which  they  expected  to  escape, 
in  advance. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeuiennnt-  General. 


OfPIOK  of  the  rROVOST-MAKSHAL-GENERAL, 

Armies  Opekatinr  Against  Richmond, 

City  Point,  April  2,  1865. 
General  W.  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington: 

Number  of  prisoners  captured  about  10,000.  Have  river  transporta- 
tion for  about  5,(t00;  sea  transportation  for  not  more  than  400.  Please 
aiisAver  immediately,  giving  instructions  regarding  their  shipment. 

M.  R.  PATRICK, 
Provost-Marshal-  General. 


Old  Headqitartei.'S  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States  will  be  at  Banks'  house, 
north  of  Fort  Fisher  and  near  the  Boydton  plank  road. 
By  order: 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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charges  of  the  enemy  have  been  repulsed  handsomely.  About  forty 
messages  have  been  received  to-day  from  the  dittereut  stations.  I  fear 
I  shall  run  entirely  out  of  turpentine  to-night,  aud  1  think  Lieutenant 
Capron  should  have  sent  me  some  to-day,  as  requested  last  night. 

L.  A.  UILLIXGHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corpa. 

(Ooi)y  to  Lieutenant  Fearey,  headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps.) 


April  2,  1.h(!.5 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  ()ffi,ver,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Since  last  report  have  had  no  good  view  of  left.  The  firing  on  line 
of  Weldon  railroad  appears  unchanged.  All  artillery  visible  in  large 
fort  by  lead- works  has  beeu  removed,  and  a  few  horses  remaining  iu 
the  fort  all  saddled,  with  blankets,  &c.,  on  saddles,  apparently  pre- 
pared for  a  night  move.  On  inside  facings  of  Fort  Mahone  the  enemy 
show  a  strong  line  of  battle.  At  other  points  they  are  so  well  screened 
as  to  prevent  a  view  of  their  numbers. 

L.  A.  DILLINGHAM, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

(Copy  to  Lieutenant  Fearey,  headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps.) 


Hdqrs.  Dkpt.  ov  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  April  2,  18(1')— 10.20  a.  m. 
Captain  Oliver, 

City  Point: 
Deserters  who  left  different  points' on  the  enemy's  line  as  late  as  2 
o'clock  this  morning  report  no  movement  or  indications  of  a  move  along 
our  front. 

MANNING, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Prot^oiit-3{arshal- General. 


Special  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  68.  \  In  the  Field,  April  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Defenses  of  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred.     Gen- 
eral Warren  will  assume  command  Avithout  delay. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant: 

E.  S.  PAKKER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—12.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Miles  has  possession  of  the  White  Oak  road.     I  have  ordered  him  to 
move  out  it  at  once  and  join  General  Sheridan  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-OeTieral, 
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Gknkral.  CtRANT'.S  Ukauquarters, 

April  2,  18(i5. 

Supt.  (i.  M.  HfrNTlNUTON]: 

You  will  have  a  special  train  ready  at !)  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  bring  the 
I'resideut  from  City  Point  to  Patrick'.s  Station.  Yon  will  inform  me  if 
he  leave.s  at  that  time,  and  also  notify  him  when  the  train  is  ready  for 
him. 

liUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General,  cl:e. 


April  2,  l8«o— 10  a.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  Ninth  Corps  lias  taken  Fort  Mahone  and  the  main  line  almost  as 
far  right  as  the  sand-bag  battery;  also  a  portion  to  the  left  of  the  fort. 
Two  large  tires  are  now  burning  in  Petersburg  and  one  near  the  lead- 
works,  as  seen  from  here.  I  am  with  General  Parke  in  Fort  liice,  and 
in  conminuication  with  the  whole  line.  I  hope  to  communicate  with 
you  from  Petersburg  soon.  Nicholls  is  useless  where  he  now  is  but  he 
may  vet  be  needed  there. 

L.  A.  DILLINGHAM, 
Lieufeuant  and  Signal  Officer,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

(Copy  to  Lieutenant  Fearey,  head(piarters  Sixth  Army  Corps.) 


Ninth  Army  Corps, 
April  2,  lHGr,—i.SO  o'clock. 
Captain  Davis, 

Signal  Officer: 

A  column  of  troops  fifteen  minutes  long  just  moved  to  our  lef^  '  n  road 
west  of  the  city.  Heavy  train  moving  on  same  road  and  in  same  direc- 
tion.    The  South  Side  depot  in  Petersburg  is  burned. 

DILLINGHAM, 

Lieiitenant. 


WAi/rHAi.r>,  April  2,  18(i5 — 2.ir,  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Dillinoham: 

The  enemy  have  been  moving  a  train  of  wagons  toward  Itichmond, 
on  road  north,  8.5  degrees  west.  They  were  closely  massed  <tnd  were 
thii'ty  minutes  in  passing;. 

J.  II.  HUMPHREY. 


April  2,  18«.~)— r..30  p.  m. 
Captain  Davis, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headtiuarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  .station  at  headquarters  has  been  iu.  charge  of  Sergeant  Holman, 
and  he  was  directed  to  send  all  rejtorts  to  you.  The  Sixth  and  Second 
Army  Coips  are  in  sight  of  the  army  station  on  the  Cox  road,  and  the 
enemy  appears  to  be  falling  back  toward  Petersburg.     The  repeated 
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Washincjton,  April  3,  1865. 

(Keceived  0.15  j).  m.; 

Col.  G.  D.  EUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  publication  referred  to  was  made  in  the  National  Republican  oi 
this  city,  tlie  correspondents  of  which  are  witli  you.    The  matter  can 
be  readily  investigated,  therefore,  by  yourself  on  the  spot. 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE, 

Inspector-  General. 


Headquabteus  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  18(>5. 
General  E.  \i.  Townsend: 

1  have  no  objections  to  tlie  assiyuinent  of  iirevet  Major -General 
Barlow  to  Wiis  army. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department,  Ad-tutant-Geneual's  Office, 

Washington,  April  2,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Barlow,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

JEutatv  House,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  see  you  here  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Acknowledge  receipt. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Grant's  Heaijquartkrs, 

April  2,  1865. 
Mr.  G.  M.  Huntington  : 

The  lieutenant-general  directs  that  Humphreys'  Station  be  aban- 
doned, and  that  Patrick's  Station  be  tlie  terminus  of  the  City  Point  and 
Army  Line  llailroad.  You  will  take  measures  to  remove  all  material 
from  the  main  Hue  to  Patrick's  Station,  and  to  move  all  supplies  from 
Humphreys'  Station  to  that  point. 

liUPUS  INGALLS, 
Uriijadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Gran'J''>s  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1865. 
[Mr.  G.  M.  Huntington,] 

Superintendent  Railroad : 

It  is  probable  I  shall  direct  you  to  move  your  force  out  to-morrow  to 
put  the  road  in  working  order  through  Petersburg.  Have  you  bridge 
material  Please  report  to  me  by  telegrajdi  the  amount  of  rolling 
stock  and  employes  you  have  at  City  Point.  Our  main  stations  will  be 
at  Patrick's  aud  Humphreys'  until  otherwise  ordered.  We  have  had 
splendid  success. 

li.  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-  General,  dsc. 
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[LndorBcment.] 


General  Ukant: 
For  his  information. 


GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


[April  'X  18()5]— lli.55  a.  m. 
General  Ui'MPHREYS, 

Commanding  Second  Vorpx: 
The  major-general  comuianding  takes  it  for  granted  tluit  Miles  is  now 
on  the  White  Oak  road. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Apkil  2,  1805 — 1  a.  m. 
Major-(4eneral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Yes ;  General  Miles  has  the  White  Oak  road.    I  telegraplied  at  12.35 
a.  m.  that  he  had  the  White  Oak  road  and  was  ordered  to  ino\(}  out 
it  at  once  and  join  Sheridan  as  quickly  as  possible. 

A.  A.  HLTMPHKEYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding 


IlEADQlTAKTEKS   AKMV    OK   THE    ToTOMAC, 

Ajyril  3,  1805—1  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

Unless  you  receive  orders  to  attack  sooner,  the  general  commanding 
directs  that  you  attack  the  Crow  house  battery  at  4  a.  m. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
lireret  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Apkil  2,  18(>.5 — 1.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Comnianding  Second  Corps : 
The  order  for  you  to  attack  the  enemy  near  the  Crow  house  has  been 
suspended.     You  will  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  take  advantage  of 
anything  that  mav  arise  in  the  operation  of  the  remainder  of  the  army. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
lireret  Major-deiterai  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


IlEADyUAKTERS   AUMY    OI'    THE    PoXOMAC, 

April  3,  ISe.'j — i.io  a.  m. 
General  Humphreys: 

General  commanding  says  be  careful  of  your  left.     A  small  body  of 
the  enemy  may  tui-n  your  flank. 

ALEX.  S.  WE15B, 
lirevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff'. 
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llKADyUABTKKrt    Se<;oNU    AKMY    OoitPS, 

April  3,  1865—5.20  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major  General  Weub: 

General  Miles  has  just  sent  in  an  orderly,  who  states  that  General 
Miles  with  his  coinniaud  has  joined  the  cavalry. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


JiKAJXjUAUTKUS    SkCOND    ARMY    COBl'S, 

April  2,  1865—6.05  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  ordered  Hays  to  send  out  party  from  his  left  center  to  feel  the 
enemy,  and  Mott  a  i)arty  from  opposite  this  (Rainey's)  house,  and  to 
continually  do  this  and  to  report  at  once  if  they  found  him  weak.  Sub- 
sequently I  ordered  Hays  to  assist  Ord  m  his  attack  by  attacking  if  he 
possibly  can.  1  being  near  Mott's  line  can  myself  give  the  order  there 
to  attack. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Head^i'artehs  Army  ok  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865 — 6.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Commanding  Second.  Corps: 
The  major  general  commanding  directs  that  you  exercise  your  own 
judgment  and  gain  any  advantage  you  can.    Wright  certainly  holds  a 
portion  of  the  enemy's  lines,  and  a  staff'  officer  reports  that  the  line  in 
front  of  Fort  Rice  is  carried. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Tire  ret  Ma/jor- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — Parke  reports  it  officially. 

A.  S.  W. 


Hkadquariers  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865 — 6.55  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

General  Grant  ordered  Sheridan  to  push  up  the  White  Oak  road  at 
daybreak  and  to  drive  everything  before  him. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Mujor-Oeneral  and  ('liief  of  S^aff'. 


Headquarters  Se(;ond  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — ~  a.  m. 
General  Webb: 

I  have  ordered  Mott  to  keep  a  watch  on  Sheridan's  approach  and  to 
be  pre.i)ai'ed  to  move  along  with  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General, 
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Headquakters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 7.23  a,  m. 
Brevet  Major-Geiieral  Webb: 

The  firing  here  has  grown  out  of  M<;Allister  feeling  the  enemy.     Mc- 
Allister has  not  yet  reported. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
April  2,  1865 — 7.40  a.  m.     (Received  7.45  a.  m.) 
General  Webb: 

General  McAllister  captured  the  picket-line  of  the  enemy  and  still 
holds  it,  taking  120  prisoners  from  Scales'  and  MacKae's  brigades.  Gen- 
eral Mott  reports  that  the  prisoners  state  that  they  came  on  ])icket  at  4 
o'clock  this  morning,  at  which  time  their  brigades  were  ordered  to  be 
moved  to  their  right.  The  prisoners  will  soon  be  here  and  I  will 
examine  them  and  report. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 

[llidoraeiutint.] 

7.50  A.  M. 
The  above  just  received  from  Humi)hreys,  wlio  is  ordered  to  do  all 
he  can  to  help  Sheridan's  movement. 

GEO.  (i.  MEAD?:. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—8.30  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Stuff: 
General  Hays  has  just  reported  to  me  that  he  has  taken  the  redoubt 
of  the  enemy  near  the  Crow  house.  He  is  pushing  forward  his  divis- 
ion; has  captured  a  number  of  men;  does  not  say  how  many,  nor  does 
he  say  whether  the  enemy  occupies  the  works  on  the  other  side  of  the 
run.     I  expect  more  information  soon. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General.,  Commanfling. 

[ludorHtiiiieut.j 

8.40  A.  M. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Forwarded. 

Gi;0.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 8.45  a.  m. 
(ieneral  Webb: 

General  Mott  reports  the  enemy  moving  their  guns  out  of  the  work 
at  Burgess'  Mill  and  leaving  it,  moving  at  double-quick  to  their  right 
their  men  and  artillery.     I  have  ordered  him  to  take  the  works. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—8.50  a.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  foUowiug  is  received  from  General  Mott: 

My  office!'  of  tlie  day  reports  that  infantry  is  moving  at  double-quick  to  our  left 
inside  tlie  enemy's  works.  The  regiment  sent  out  by  General  McAllister  reports  the 
same  thing. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

Dispatch  from  Mott,  about  movement  of  enemy  to  ]eft,  received. 
Move  with  caution  till  you  join  Sheridan,  as  all  troops  are  engaged  and 
I  have  no  supports  to  send  you.    You  must  take  care  of  yourself. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  accompany  the  division 
sent  to  Miles  and  return  with  it  when  the  work  laid  out  shall  be  accom- 
plished. The  remaining  division  will  report  to  General  Meade  tempo- 
rarily. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  5,  1865—9.03  a.  in. 
General  Webb: 

General  Miles  is  on  the  way  here,  and  is  now  about  two  miles  from 
wheie  he  staid  last  night.  1  have  sent  him  word  that  I  will  connect 
with  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—9.05  a.  m. 
General  Webb: 

What  is  the  condition  of  things  with  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  and 
Ninth?  Are  the  enemy  in  my  front  cut  ofi' from  Petersburg?  If  they 
are  I  will  draw  Hays  to  the  left  to  aid  in  my  attack  on  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS. 

Yes,  you  can  draw  in  Hays  to  the  left,  I  think. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  J865—1.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  from  General  Miles  is  forwarded  for  information  of 
the  general  commanding: 

12.30  i:  M. 
A  party  from  the  Tliir<l  Brigade  attacked  the  enemy  and  drew  the  fire  from  at 
least  alieavy  skirmish  line,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  through  the  abatis 
tliey  were  unable  to  enter  the  enemy's  works.  They  also  drew  the  tire  from  the 
enemy's  artillery  from  three  different  points.  Communication  with  the  cavalry  has 
been  opened  down  the  White  Oak  road. 

nelson  a.  miles, 

Jirevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 

General  Miles  received  the  order  to  move  to  Sheridan  at  12.55  and 
issued  the  order  and  started  at  once. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  roTOMAC, 

April  2,  1865 — 1.55  j).  in. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

Lieutenant  Stickney,  Signal  Corps,  brings  information  which  shows 
that  Miles  needs  supporting.    You  will  give  him  aid,  sending  a  divis- 
ion if  you  can  spare  it.    This  officer  will  show  the  road.    This  division 
to  return  after  accomplishing  its  purpose. 
By  order  of  General  Meade : 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—12.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General  Wright  is  sweeping  down  toward  Our  right,  and  his  advance 
is  now  in  full  view  of  Petersburg.    The  Twenty-fourth  Corps  is  acting 
in  conjunction  with  him  and  have  just  taken  a  Avork  after  some  resist- 
ance.   General  Wright  has  seen  nothing  of  General  Humphreys  as  yet. 
Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  JAY, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Whit  worth  House,  April  2, 1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  8.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquartem  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
General  Humphreys  has  arrived.  He  is  going  into  position  on  Gen- 
eral Wright's  right,  between  Iiim  and  the  Tweiity-fotirth  Coi'ps.  Gen- 
eral Wright's  left  rests  on  the  Appomattox,  but  he  has  one  division  on 
the  right  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  The  enemy's  interior  line  is  but 
a  short  distancje  iu  our  front,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  or  a  mile. 
Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  JAY, 
Brevet  Major  and  Aidede-Camp. 
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Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
I  found  General  Sheridan  at  the  Moody  house.  He  informs  me  that 
he  is  convinced  from  his  information  that  Lee's  army  is  retreating  rapidly 
up  the  Appomattox;  that  they  began  evacuating  Petersburg  last  night. 
He  had  ordered  Miles  up  the  Claiborne  road,  and  advises  the  movement 
in  that  direction  of  the  whole  of  the  Second  Corps.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  not  intended  to  return  the  command  of  Miles'  division  by 
ordering  it  to  its  former  position,  yet  insists  upon  my  taking  command 
of  it.  He  says  that  the  whole  Second  Corps  moving  out  on  the  Claiborne 
road  will  not  jam  him.  I  have  not  seen  General  Miles  yet,  but  he  is 
moving  out  the  Claiborne  road.  There  is  some  skirmishing  ahead.  No 
part  of  the  Fifth  Corps  is  following  Miles.  As  General  Sheridan  had 
not  intended  to  return  the  command  of  Miles'  division  to  me  I  think  I 
had  better  leave  it  to  him  and  return  to  the  command  of  my  two  divis- 
ions. Please  send  me  instructions.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  let  Miles 
push  on  as  ordered  by  General  Sheridan.  Miles  can  be  brought  up  in 
conjunction  on  the  Cox  road  without  jamming  if  you  think  it  best. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headqvakters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  J865 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

The  following  telegram  received  a  short  time  ago : 

Hbadquartkrs  Third  Division, 

?.15  p.  VI. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral : 

The  officer  of  the  day  of  General  McAllister's  brigade  reports  that  he  hears  skir- 
mishing apparently  in  the  enemy's  rear.     I  send  it  for  what  it  is  worth. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

General  Mott  was  directed  to  send  a  reliable  officer  to  ascertain  if  so, 
and  to  feel  the  enemy  there,  and  if  weak  to  organize  a  strong  attack  and 
make  it  as  soon  after  4  o'clock  as  i>ossible. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 

Major-Qeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2, 1865—9.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 
General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  report  for  orders 
to  Major-General  Sheridan,  and  that  you  will  cross  the  river  or  not  as 
he  may  direct.    A  pontoon  train  is  sent  to  you  to  be  used  in  case  you 
cross.    Please  notify  Major-General  Sheridan  of  this. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Armt  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Brevet  Captain  Howell,  U.  S.  Engiueers, 

Army  Headquarters : 
At  what  time  were  the  men  working'  with  you  relieved  and  ordered 
to  the  corps?    They  are  very  necessary  here,  and  if  they  liave  not  yet 
been  sent  General  Humphreys  wishes  them  sent  at  once.    Miles'  divis- 
ion men  should  be  directed  to  White  Oak  road. 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
General:  I  am  across  Hatcher's  Eun  and  pushing  down  the  Cox 
road.    Please  send  forward  all  my  ambulances,  teams,  ammunition, 
&c.     I  am  close  behind  the  enemy,  who  are  tiying  in  perfect  disorder. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  Division: 

General  Humphreys  is  moving  down  the  Cox  road  to  your  support 
with  a  division.     Send  out  and  try  and  communicate  with  him. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1365. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Second  Army  Corps : 
Colonel  :  If  the  left  of  your  picket-line  makes  a  right  wheel  they 
will  connect  with  the  right  of  mine,  which  is  in  the  works  I  held  last 
night  between  Dabney's  and  Butler's  houses. 

N.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Artwy  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
General  Meade  : 

At  the  third  assault  of  the  enemy's  position  along  the  South  Side 
Eailroad,  made  at  3.30  a.  m.  [p.  m.],  one  brigade  attacked  on  their  flank 
and  succeeded  in  completely  routing  them.  Have  captured  about  1,000 
prisoners,  2  guns,  and  2  colors.  Am  now  advancing  toward  Petersburg 
along  the  South  Side  road  with  one  brigade  upon  the  River  road. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 

Brevet  Major-General. 
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Headqxtarters  First  Division,  Second  Corps, 

April  2,  1860—4.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Second  Army  Corps  : 
Colonel  :  My  last  assault  was  successful.  I  struck  the  enemy's  left 
flank  and  cbased  him  out  of  his  breast-works.  Those  who  escaped  me 
ran  away  toward  Mrs.  Wells',  on  the  road  which  crosses  the  South 
Side.  I  have  got  about  600  prisoners,  2  guns,  and  several  colors.  My 
line  lies  across  the  South  Side  road,  also  Sutherland's  Post  Office,  and  I 
am  now  advancing  toward  Petersburg.  Have  just  received  a  dispatch 
from  General  Sheridan,  in  which  he  relinquishes  command  of  my  divis- 
ion, although  1  am  quite  alone  here.  I  would  like  to  have  some  one  to 
associate  with  and  so  request  orders. 

K  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
South  Side  Railroad,  April  3,  1863 — 2.40 p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-Geueral  Miles, 

Commanding  Division,  Second  Corps  : 

General:  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Sheridan  to  inform  you 
that  we  are  now  on  the  South  Side  Railroad  and  to  hold  on,  and  we  will 
move  down  on  the  force  opposing  you  and  strike  them  in  the  flank. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — We  moved  up  to  this  point  on  the  Ford  road. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  2,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  Division,  Second  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  am  now  advancing  on  the  Ford  Church  road.  The 
whole  cavalry  force  has  crossed  Hatcher's  Run,  some  miles  on  my  left, 
and  must  now  be  on  the  railroad.  The  enemy  makes  some  resistance 
here  at  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run.  I  told  General  Humphreys, 
whom  I  saw,  that  I  would  relinquish  commandof  your  division,  having 
received  a  note  from  Major-General  Meade  that  General  Humphreys 
was  directed  to  assume  command. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAK, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — We  have  just  crossed  Hatcher's  Run,  and  are  rapidly  advanc- 
ing toward  the  railroad. 


April  2,  1865—9.10  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 
Colonel:  General  Hays  has  captured  three  of  the  enemy's  forts, 
with  three  pieces  of  artillery.    1  have  ordered  my  artillerymen  to  man 
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tlie  guus.  The  Twenty-fourth  Corps  have  advanced.  General  Hays 
occupies  the  enemy's  old  works  from  the  redoubt  iu  tlie  direction  of 
Burgess'  Mill.     He  is  extending  along  the  line. 

JNO.  G.  HAZARD, 

JAeuienant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HBADQUAKTKR.S    SECOND    ARMY   (JOEPS, 

April  2,  1865 — 12.25  a.  m. 

Kvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Divinion: 
General  Miles  has  been  ordered  to  move  down  the  White  Oak  road 
at  once  to  General  Sheridan.  You  will  draw  McAllister  and  De  Tro- 
briand  at  once  into  line  held  by  you  tf)-day,  and  exteiid  De  Trobriand 
in  single  rank  along  the  line  held  by  Miles  to-day  as  far  as  possible. 
Miles  will  notifj'^  De  Trobriand  the  moment  the  brigade  connecting 
with  De  Trobriand  begins  to  draw  off.  Miles'  pickets  and  yours  will 
remain  as  they  now  are  until  just  before  daylight,  when  they  will  both 
withdraw  to  the  picket-line  they  held  to-day.  You  will  then  hold  all 
your  command  ready  for  the  results  of  the  assault  at  4  this  morning. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

0.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Axsistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hkadquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—12.50  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  General  De  Trobriand  sent  three  regiments  to  the  frout 
of  his  line.     They  drove  iu  the  enemy's  pickets  and  advanced  into  his 
slashing,  which  they  found  very  heavy;  found  the  works  manned  and 
received  fire  from  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 1.40  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

The  order  for  the  assault  upon  the  battery  near  Crow's  house  at  4  this 
a.  ni.  has  been  suspended.  You  will  keep  your  troops  in  readiness  to 
take  Hdvantage  of  anything  tliat  may  arise  on  the  other  parts  of  the 
line. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

0.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquabtees  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  JS,  1865 — 3.30  a.  m.     (Received  4.10  a.  in.) 

Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
Send  out  a  reliable  officer  to  ascertain  positively  if  skirmishing  in 
the  enemy's  rear  be  heard,  and  if  heard  feel  the  enemy  there,  and  if 
weak  organize  a  strong  attack  to  take  effect  avS  soon  after  4  o'clock  as 
possible. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865 — 4.45  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Mott: 

General  Hays  has  been  directed  to  take  a  brigade  out  of  his  line  and 
place  it  in  rear  of  your  right.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade 
will  report  to  you,  and  if  necessary  you  will  use  it.  In  case  General 
Hays  should  be  heavily  pressed  as  a  last  resort  he  may  order  the  bri- 
gade as  he  pleases. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.   WHITTIBR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 

As  soon  as  daylight  my  headquarters  will  be  at  Rainey's  house. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 

General  Mott: 

You  will  please  move  the  brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  which  has 
or  will  report  to  you,  to  McAllister's  left,  where  it  will  be  better  posted 
than  anywhere  else  for  support.  Notify  General  Hays  that  you  have 
taken  it  away.  Bring  the  brigade  across  concealed  if  it  should  be  day- 
light before  it  moves. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—5.40  a.  m. 
General  Mott: 

General  Humphreys  wishes  you  to  send  out  a  small  force  at  about 
the  left  of  McAllister  to  feel  the  enemy  and  try  to  give  him  the  impres- 
sion that  we  are  about  to  attack  him.  Keep  this  up.  General  Hays 
has  been  ordered  to  send  out  in  front  of  his  left  a  party  for  the  same 
purpose.  Report  at  once  if  you  find  the  enemy  weak. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—6  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Third  Division: 
I  send  you  a  dispatch  from  General  Grant,  Send  out  a  small  force 
near  the  picket-line  at  the  nearest  point  to  the  White  Oak  road  to 
watch  the  approach  of  Sheridan  along  that  road  and  be  prepared  to 
move  forward  withhimwlth  De  Trobriand  and  McAllister.  Major  Liver- 
more  will  show  you  where  to  place  the  small  party,  which  is  merely  to 
give  information. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2, 1865—6.50  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

Please  have  it  announced  to  your  troops  that  Wright  holds  a  por- 
tion of  the  enemy's  line  and  that  General  Parke  reports  oflScially  that 
the  line  in  front  of  Fort  Rice  has  been  carried. 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2, 186r<_ 
General  Mott: 

General  Humphreys  has  ordered  De  Trobriand  to  move  out.     He 
will  connect  with  you. 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—7.45  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Second  Army  Corps : 
Colonel:  General  McAllister  attacked  the  enemy  and  captured  his 
picket-line  with  124  prisoners,  among  whom  are  four  oflBcers.  They  are 
from  MacRae's  and  Scales'  brigades.  Prisoners  say  that  they  came  on 
picket  at  4  o'clock  this  morning  and  that  Scales'  brigade  moved  up  to 
their  right  this  morning. 
Respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—8.30  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  My  officer  of  the  day  reports  that  infantry  is  moving  at 
double-quick  to  our  left  inside  the  enemy's  works. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—8.40  a.  m. 
General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  the  regiment  of 
Second  Division,  in  reserve,  immediately  down  to  the  center  of  De 
Trobriaiid. 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 8.45  a.  m. 
General  Mott: 

General  Humphreys  thinks  that  McAllister  had  better  try  to  find 
out  whether  the  enemy  are  evacuating  the  works  in  his  front. 

0.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

April  5,  1865. 
General  Mott: 

Instead  of  moving  to  the  left  as  before  ordered  move  uiJ  by  the 
Boydton  plank  road  toward  Petersburg  and  connect  with  Wright. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

0.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  5,  1865—11.25  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  am  now  going  into  position  on  the  left  of  General  Wright. 
My  right  will  rest  near  the  Sully  house. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
You  will  report  to  General  Wright  with  your  division,  remaining 
with  him  until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders.]    Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 

April  J3,  1865—1.20  a.  m. 

The  following  chaDges  in  the  disposition  of  troops  are  ordered : 

Brigadier-General  Pierce  will  close  np  his  brigade  till  it  occupies  the 
same  line  as  yesterday. 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  McAllister  will  withdraw  his  command  to 
the  same  line  that  he  held  yesterday. 

Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand  will  place  his  brigade  in  single  rank 
in  the  line  held  by  General  Miles'  division  yesterday,  his  right  con- 
necting with  General  McAllister's  left,  where  General  Miles'  division 
did  during  the  day  yesterday. 

General  Miles  will  notify  General  De  Trobriand  the  moment  when 
the  brigade  connecting  with  him  begins  to  draw  off.  General  De  Tro- 
briand will  then  withdraw  to  the  position  indicated,  and  notify  General 
INIcAllister  when  he  begins  to  move.  General  Pierce  will  not  move 
until  General  McAllister  notifies  him  that  he  is  ready  to  close  tip  to 
him. 

The  pickets  of  this  division  and  of  General  Miles  will  remain  as  they 
now  are  until  just  before  daylight,  when  they  will  both  withdraw  to  the 
picket-line  they  held  yesterday^ 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gifford,  division  oificer  of  the  day,  will  attend  to 
the  pickets  of  this  division. 

The  command  will  then  be  held  ready  for  the  results  of  the  assault 
at  4  this  morning. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Mott: 

WM.  E.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  de  Trobriand, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 
General  :  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you 
perfect  your  line  of  works  as  much  as  possible  to-night,  and  that  due 
vigilance  be  exercised. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(flame  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  McAllister,  commanding  Third  Brigade.) 


Picket-line,  Second  Brigade,  April  2,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Pierce  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  considerable  force  of 
the  enemy  is  moving  toward  their  right  (our  left).    1  cannot  give  a  cor- 
rect estimate  of  the  number,  probably  one  division. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  C.  STROUSS, 
Captai7i,  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers, 

In  charge  of  the  Second  Brigade  Pickets. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Fifth  Corps: 

I  have  ordered  your  supply  train  to  junction  of  Quaker  and  Boydton 
roads,  where  you  will  have  to  protect  it,  as  my  headquarters'  troops 
are  required  to  guard  prisoners. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—1  a.  m. 
Division  commanders  are  directed  to  have  their  commands  in  readi- 
ness to  move  at  daybreak. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  GriflBn: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and-  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Rations  will  be  issued  to  the  troops  on  the  3d  instant  so  as  to  make 
four  days'  on  the  persons  of  the  men  from  the  morning  of  the  4th 
instant.  The  wagons,  as  soon  as  emptied,  will  be  sent  back  to  Hum- 
phreys' Station  to  be  replenished.  The  corps  train  has  been  ordered 
up  to  this  point. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Griffin : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—11  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

General.  :  General  Crawford  reports  two  divisions  of  infantry  and 
one  division  of  cavalry  in  his  front.  He  advanced  his  skirmish  line 
and  developed  the  enemy's  position.  He  took  6  prisoners  and  had 
from  20  to  25  men  wounded.  General  Crawford  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  enemy  is  too  strong  for  him  to  attack. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  geiffif, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

April  2, 1865. 
Major-General  Bartlett: 

General  :  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  this  morning  Generals 
Parke  and  Wright  carried  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Petersburg. 
General  Grant  writes  that  he  thinks  "nothing  now  necessary  to  finish 
the  job  "  but  the  approach  of  Sheridan's  force  from  the  west.    General 
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Sheridan  desires  that  you  coinmiinicate  this  information  to  your  com- 
mand. This  is  not  intended  to  affect  your  movements  till  you  receive 
orders  to  move. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  KELLOGG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Crawford  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will  have  to  pro- 
tect your  own  flanks.  There  is  cavalry  on  both  flanks,  but  it  is  a  mile 
or  two  out. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Ayres.) 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

April  2, 1865—1.30  a.  m. 
Brigade  commanders  are  directed  to  have  their  commands  in  readi- 
ness to  move  at  daybreak. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Gejieral  Ayres: 

W.  W.  SWAN, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865 — 12.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Sixth  Corps: 
The  orders  of  the  lieutenant-general  are  for  you  to  attack  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  orders  from  General  Meade  are  written  in  that  spirit, 
and  you  are  urged  to  make  your  attack  as  soon  as  you  can  do  so  with 
any  hope  of  success.  Of  course  the  order  is,  attack  when  in  your 
judgment  there  is  a  chance  of  success,  and  as  soon  as  possible. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  1  [2],  1865—1.30  a.  m. 
General  Wright, 

Sixth  Corps: 
You  will  attack  the  enemy's  line  at  4  a.  ni.  to-day.    All  orders  con- 
flicting with  this  are  suspended. 
By  order  of  General  Meade: 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps.) 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—5.15  [a.  m.] 
Major-General  Webb: 

The  corps  has  carried  the  works  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  the  Jones 
house.    Prisoners  are  now  coming  in. 

H.  G.  WKIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—5.30  a.  vi. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps  : 
Your  dispatch  has  been  received.    The  major-general  congratulates 
you  and  the  troops  in  your  command.    Major-General  Parke  has  been 
ordered  to  support  with  his  reserve  if  he  is  not  now  using  them. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  1865 — 6.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

General  Parke  has  been  instructed  to  hold  all  he  has  taken  and  to 
cover  his  men.  Since  he  cannot  advance,  and  since  Geueral  Ord  has  not 
taken  any  of  the  line  in  his  front,  the  general  commanding  directs  me  to 
tell  you  to  make  yourself  as  strong  in  your  position  as  possible,  and 
hold  all  you  now  have.    Keport  your  position  as  exactly  as  possible. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Not  sent;  wire  down.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—6.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright  : 

General  Parke  reports  that  he  carried  the  works  in  ft'ont  of  Fort 
Sedgwick.  Found  works  in  rear.  Will  try  and  cany  them.  Can't 
you  help  him  in  reducing  these  works  ? 

ALEX.    S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright  : 

Since  the  enemy  has  been  driven  out  by  Ord  and  Plumphreys  the 
general  commanding  is  confident  that  you  will  be  attacked  by  their 
troops  now  concentrating  against  you.  We  will,  however,  push  up 
after  them  rapidly. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
General  Webb: 

Your  dispatch  of  9  a.  in.  received.  I  have  shown  it  to  General 
Grant,  and  he  thinks  with  me  that  there  is  no  danger  of  an  attack. 
I  have  returned  to  the  point  where  we  broke  through  this  morning. 
Have  sent  a  brigade  to  support  General  Parke's  left,  and  will  move 
immediately  against  Petersburg  with  the  rest  of  the  force. 

H.  G.  WKIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  5,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
I  am  holding  my  old  line  from  Fort  Howard  to  Fort  Welch.    It  seems 
to  me  that  if  I  continue  to  advance  I  should  bring  in  the  garrisons  and 
picket-line  and  send  the  artillery  to  City  Point;  and  is  there  any  objec- 
tion to  bringing  my  trains  up  here? 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865.     (Received  9.15  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Webb  :  , 

We  have  swept  along  the  enemy's  line  for  considerable  distance. 
Am  now  halting  to  reform  our  lines  and  await  support.  We  have 
captured  1,000  prisoners  and  a  great  many  guns. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 


ji 


Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb  : 

I  have  succeeded  perfectly  so  far.  I  have  captured  many  guns  and 
flags,  and  I  think  from  2,000  to  3,000  prisoners.  We  are  now  about  a 
mile  from  Hatcher's  Run,  having  moved  to  our  left,  down  enemy's 
works  from  the  front  where  we  attacked.  I  must  be  re-enforced  or 
I  shall  lose  all  that  I  have  gained.  My  rear  also  should  be  looked 
after,  as  I  only  left  a  brigade  where  I  broke  through. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—9.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright: 

General  Grant  has  ordered  General  Ord  to  cover  your  left  and  assist 
yon.  Our  troops  are  accumulated  on  the  left  and  are  moving  up  the 
Boydton  road.    Lookout  for  your  right  and  rear. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 
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Heauquaktees  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865. 
General  Weight: 

Can  you  spare  a  division  from  your  command  to  support  Parke?     You 
now  have  a  division  of  Second  Corps. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Heabquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1805 — i.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
What  shall  I  do  with  the  nineteen  guns  captured  by  this  corps  to-day  ? 
They  are  now  jn  Port  Welch,  but  I  have  no  horses  with  which  to  draw 
them  away.    The  provost-marshal  reports  2,600  prisoners. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865 — 5.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright: 

General  Meade  directs  that  you  withdraw  your  troops  from  your  old 
line  and  either  send  your  artillery  to  the  rear  or  put  it  on  your  new  line, 
as  in  your  judgment  you  may  think  best. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  place  all  your  artillery  in 
position  and  open  with  your  guns  ui)on  the  enemy  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
In  case  you  should  discover  on  his  part  any  intention  to  evacuate  his 
position,  or  any  evidence  of  weakness,  you  will  follow  this  bombard- 
ment by  an  assault  on  his  lines. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Asuistant  Adjutant-General. 
(Same  to  General  Parke.) 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Fort  Rice,  April  3,  1865 — 11.45  a.  m.     (Received  1.50  p.  in.) 
Major-General  Wright: 

I  have  as  much  as  I  can  do  to  take  care  of  ray  line.  We  hold  Fort 
Mahone  and  a  long  stretch  of  the  enemy's  line  to  our  right  with  twelve 
guns  and  several  Imndred  prisoners.  The  enemy  are  pressing  our  left, 
having  apparently  massed  there,  and  liave  been  placing  fresh  artillery 
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tliere.  All  my  troops  are  iu,  except  two  brigades  holding  Willcox's 
front.  I  do  not  see  liow  I  can  possibly  look  after  your  rear.  Signal 
ofticers  report  rebel  infantry  moving  into  Petersburg  from  across  the 
Appomattox. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HBADyUAKXEKS   NlNTH   AUMY   COBPS, 

Fort  Bice,  April  3, 1805. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Sixth  Corps: 
The  euemy  have  made  a  heavy  assault  on  the  left  of  my  advance. 
We  still  hold  our  ground,  but  are  seriously  threatened.    We  hope  to 
hold  our  own,  but  I  fear  the  euemy  may  i)ossibly  turn  our  left  and  get 
between  you  and  me. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  2, 1865 — 1.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

Since  the  date  of  your  dispatch,  which  is  just  leceived,  I  have  sent 
you  one  division  and  one  brigade,  and  I  learu  that  a  colored  division 
from  General  Ord's  command  has  been  sent  to  you,  which  will  probably 
make  your  line  secure. 

II.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1805. 

The  troops  now  remaining  on  the  old  line  of  this  corps,  including  the 
garrisons  of  the  forts,  the  one-tenth  of  the  forces  required  to  hold  the 
riile-pits  on  the  picket-line,  will  be  withdrawn,  under  direction  of  Col. 
O.  H.  IJinkley,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  corps  officer 
of  the  day.  If  any  part  of  the  picket-line  covers  a  portion  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  front  that  part  will  not  be  withdrawn  until  relieved  by  troops 
from  that  corps.  All  the  batteries  of  the  corps  now  in  the  works,  with 
the  exception  of  one  rifled  battery,  to  be  selected  by  the  chief  of  artil- 
lery, will  proceed  to  City  Point,  reporting  to  the  chief  of  artillery  at 
that  place.  The  batteries  will  take  with  them  the  captured  guns  now 
iu  Fort  Welch.  The  troops  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  forts,  &c.,  will 
form  a  guard  to  any  trains  that  may  be  on  their  way  to  the  corps. 
They  should  not,  however,  be  withdrawn  until  the  batteries  have  left 
for  City  Point. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  n.  WHITTELSEY, 
Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Akmy  Corps, 

April  2,  1805. 
The  troops  will  be  under  arms  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow;  the  artillery  will 
open  upon  the  enemy  at  5  a,  m.    The  guns  will  be  put  iu  positit)n  and 
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intrenched  tonight;  those  with  divisions  under  the  direction  of  divis- 
ion commanders,  the  others  under  direction  of  chief  of  artillery.    The 
command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  assault  the  enemy's  works  in  case 
he  should  be  found  to  be  evacuating  or  show  signs  of  weakness. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Wright : 

E.  F.  HALSTEL>, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


Headqttarteks  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
April  2,  1865—12.20  a.  m.     (Keceived  12.40  a.  in.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  chief  of  artillery  reports  that  the  enemy  reply  to  our  artillery 
fire  as  usual. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  Ocneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  tiIe  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865 — 12 A5  a.  m. 
General  Parke, 

Ninth  Corps  : 

What  about  your  sku-mishers?    What  about  your  columns  of  assault? 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


'  Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 1.15  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  reply  to  our  artillery  with  all  their  batteries,  and  the 
skirmishers  develop  an  infantry  force  still  in  our  front.    1  fear  that 
unless  we  find  a  weak  place  the  attack  ordered  at  4  will  not  be  attended 
with  success. 

JNO.  G,  PARKE, 

2Iajor-Generul. 
General  Webb: 

General  Parke  is  at  the  Avery  house.     He  had  not  received  your 
telegram. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—1.30  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Ilcadquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
My  skirmishers  have  as  yet  found  no  weak  place  for  an  assault 
to-night.    If  found  columns  will  be  pushed  in.    No  change  in  their 
infantry  or  artillery  has  been  developed.    1  fear  the  demonstration  will 
render  an  assault  at  4  o'clock  abortive. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 
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Hkadquarters  Ninth  AiiiviY  CoBi'S, 

Axyril  S,  1865— lA^  a.m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Our  only  Lope  of  success  in  tbc  assault  ordered  at  4  o'clock  was  in  a 
su  rprise.    That  is  now  en  tirely  lost.    Does  the  njajor-fieneral  command- 
ing intend  that  under  these  circumstances  the  assault  shall  be  made? 
My  previous  dispatches  show  that  the  enemy  is  still  in  our  front. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Heauquabteks  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Avery  House,  April  2,  1865 — 1,50  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff': 
1  have  Just  received  the  dispatch  of  1.30  a.  ni.,  ordering  the  attack 
at  4  a.  m.* 

.INO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADCiUARTERS   ARMY    OP    THE   POTOMAC, 

April  3,  1865—2.55  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke: 

Your  dispatches  of  1.15,  1.30,  and  1.45  a.  m.  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  lieutenant-general  who  ordered  this  iittack.  No 
answer. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[April  2,  1865. — For  Parke  to  Webb,  5.55  a.  m.,  reporting  capture 
of  lines  opposite  Fort  Sedgwick,  see  p.  453. J 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Bice,  April  3,  1865—6.50  a.m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

We  have  captured  2  redans,  2  forts,  and  12  guns,  but  the  enemy  hold 
works  in  the  rear.    We  cannot  spare  troops  for  (xeneral  Wright. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

3{ajor-Generul. 


Headquarters  Army  oy  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865—6.57  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Parke: 

Major-General  Meade  is  pleased  to  hear  of  your  success.  He  does 
not  wish  you  to  send  troops  to  Wright  Avlien  you  are  so  successful  on 
your  own  front. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*See  Webb  to  Wright  and  Parke,  1.30  a.  m.,  p.  477. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  I860— 7.30  a.  m. 
Major-Geiieial  Parke : 

General  Meade  seuds  for  your  iufoiuiatioii  tlie  foUowiug-  fioiii  the 
licnteiiant- general : 

As  I  uuderstaud  it,  Parke  is  attacking  the  jnaiu  line  of  works  arouuil  I'etersburg, 
-whilst  the  others  are  only  attacking  au'oiiter  line,  which  the  enemy  might  give  up 
ivithont  giving  up  Petersburg.  Parke  should  either  advance  rapidly  or  cover  his 
men  and  hold  all  he  gets. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  IStuff. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Gokps, 

April  2,  1865 — 7.34  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  maf: 
We  still  bold  tbe  enemy's  line  in  front  of  iSedgwiok.  Willcox  took  a 
part  of  the  line  on  river-bank,  but  has  been  forced  out.  Our  artillery 
people  are  using-  enemy's  guns,  sending  forward  ammunition.  I  regret 
to  report  General  Potter  wounded,  said  to  be  mortal.  Generals  Hart- 
ranft  and  Griffin  are  of  the  opinion  they  can  bold  the  line  gained,  but 
fear  they  cannot  advance.     If  ijossible  we  will  do  so,  but  fear  not. 

JM).  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  18G5—7.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke: 

General  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  on  to  all  you  have  got 
and  not  to  advance  unless  you  see  your  way  clear. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headqtiarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 7.55  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff': 

1  have  just  received  yours  of  7.2G.  My  men  are  covering  themselves 
and  I  think  we  can  hold  all  we  have  captured.  There  are  indications 
of  au  attempt  to  retake  the  line. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Rice,  April  2,  1865—11.45  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
We  hold  all  the  line  taken  by  us,  but  all  my  trooi),s  are  in,  except 
Willcox's  two  brigades  and  the  garrison  of  the  tort.  The  enemy  do  not 
yet  trouble  us  inuc^h  but  are  ])ressing  our  left.  They  have  made  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  to  get  up  a  charge.  They  are  ])lacing  fresh  artillery 
on  the  left  of  rebel  line  held  by  us,  and  may  try  to  oust  us.    Signal 
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station  reports  1,500  rebel  infantry  moving  into  Petersburg  from  across 
tbe  Appomattox.  General  Wright  telcgiiipbs  that  lie  has  moved  down 
the  rebel  line  to  our  left  and  is  a  mile  from  Hatcher's  liuu,  and  that  his 
rear  must  be  looked  after.  I  do  not  see  that  1  can  do  this  in  view  of 
the  above  state  of  my  own  line.  Is  there  no  danger  that  they  will  con- 
centrate <m  this  part  of  their  line  and  deprive  Wright  aud  myself  of  all 
we  have  gained  ? 

,TN().  G.  PAEKE, 

Major  General. 


ITeadquaeters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Fort  Rice,  April  2,  lRi:r>.     (Received  12.30  ]).  m.) 

Major-General  Webk, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  enemy  have  made  a  series  of  assaults  upon  my  left  advance, 
which  have  all  been  repulsed  and  we  hold  all  we  have  taken. 

J  NO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Riee,  April  2,  18r>r,—12.S2  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  have  assaulted  in  heavy  force,  and  forced  back  my  left. 
I  fear  the  whole  line  will  have  to  fall  back,  and  the  enemy  get  between 
Wright  and  me.     1  should  have  re-enforcements  at  once. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

V-  S. — We  still  hold  most  of  the  ground  and  may  repulse  Ids  assault. 


Headqttartkrs  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 
General  Webb  : 

Heavy  column  of  infantry,  cue  and  a  half  miles  long,  west  of  lead-works  niov- 
iu<;  northerly.  Have  been  passing  for  forty  minutes.  Ciinuot  distinguish  whether 
our  men  or  the  onemv's;  tiring  heard  a  little  west  of  north. 

.INO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 

A  column  of  infantry  seven  minutes  long  moved  to  our  left  on  Pocahontas  road. 
Think  they  came  down  on  train  on  new  road. 

.IITDSON. 

DILLINGHAM, 

Lieutenant. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865—2.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff': 
I  have  Just  received  yours  of  1.15  p.  m.     Thank  the  commauding 
general  for  me  for  his  hearty  congratulations.    I  feel  iruch  more  com- 
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fortable  now.  Oollis'  brigade  lias  aTrived  and  is  supporting  my  left 
advance.  General  Hamblin  lias  arrived  with  his  brigade.  I  feel 
greatly  tempted  to  make  another  push. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS   NiNTH   ARMY   OORPS, 

April  2,  1865—3.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  has  been  again  repulsed.    Our  line  wavered  a  little,  but  we 
still  hold  our  ground.    Collis  is  in  and  Hamblin  will  support  center  of 
right.     Our  men  are  very  weary,  but  with  this  support  we  hope  to  hold 
without  fail. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
(Same  to  General  Wright.) 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Ool.  O.  E.  Babcock, 

Aide-de-Campto  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  Grant's  Headquarters : 
I  have  just  come  from  Potter.  He  is  doing  well  and  in  good  spirits. 
Shot  through  the  body,  low  down,  probably  escaped  the  intestines, 
but  passed  through  the  bladder.  He  is  at  the  Jones  house  and  well 
cared  ibr.  We  have  lost  (xowan,  killed  instantly  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment.     All  our  people  did  splendidly  to-day. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


M 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

Open  your  batteries  on  the  river  bridge  at  once,  and  continue  to  Are 
during  the  night.     If  one  shot  hits  it  will  repay  us. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquartkrs  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865 — 10.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff': 
Our  advance  occupies  the  captured  Avorks  excepting  one  on  the  left. 
The  enemy  ])ersisted  in  his  endeavors  to  dislodge  us,  but  failed.  I 
have  General  Collis'  and  General  Hamblin's  brigades  both  in.  There  is 
now  desultory  lire,  like  the  usual  picket-liriug.  Our  men  are  strength- 
ening their  position.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  the  division  of  Gen- 
eral Ord.  if  the  enemy  evacuates  I,  of  course,  will  not  need  it.  All 
our  people  did  splendidly  to-day.  Wo  lost  some  most  valuable  officers 
and  just  at  the  critical  time,  advancing  upon  the  second  line.    My  pro- 
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vost-marslial  reports  705  prisoners.  The  medical  director  reports  819 
wounded  received  in  hospital.  Tlie  number  of  flaps  not  reported.  I 
know  of  two. 

JNO,  Ct.  PARKE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


TTkadqttatjtkks  Ninth  Army  Coeps, 

April  a,  1865. 
Samttel  Hood, 

Attorney-at-laic^  Sixth  street,  Philadelphia : 
It  pains  me  to  announce  to  you  the  death  of  Colonel  Gowan.     He  was 
instantly  killed  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  in  a  charge  upon 
the  enemy's  works  this  a.  m. 

JNO.  G,  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquauters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Avery  House,  April  3,  1865 — 3.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 
Move  Harriman's  brigade  at  once  to  the  position  assigned  for  the 
assault  at  4  o'clock,  and  direct  him  to  assault  at  that  time  iu  conjunc- 
tion with  General  Hartranft  on  Hartranft's  right,  iu  accordance  with 
the  general  order.  Let  Harriman  send  a  staft'  officer  here  to  consult 
with  (yeneral  Hartranft. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Avery  House,  April  3,  1865 — 3.05  a.  m. 
Bvt.  MaJ.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
Just  previous  to  4  o'clock  headquarters  will  be  moved  to  Port  Rice. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1S65. 
livt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox: 

Two  forts  and  2  red.ans  captured  iu  front  of  Fort  Sedgwick,  and  12 
jiuns.  General  Wright  also  su<!cessful  on  his  front.  Push  forward  as 
vii^oronsly  as  you  can. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General, 


HEADQITART17.RS   NiNTH  ArMY   CORPS, 

April  3,  1865—13.10  a.  m. 
(Jeneral  Potter: 

I  wish  you  to  keep  the  garrisons  iu  the  forts  and  supports  at  the  bat- 
teries. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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IIeadqttakteks  Ninth  Akmy  Coups, 

April  3,  18(15—12.08  p.  »«■*    ' 
Brigadier-General  Geiffin, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  tbat  if  anything 
imnsual  occurs  on  your  line  at  any  time  during  the  night  yon  send  a 
courier  post  haste  to  these  headquarters  with  repoi't. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[April  2,  1865. — For  Sheridan  to  Grant,  reporting  operations  at 
Five  Forks,  April  1,  see  Part  1,  p.  110(1.) 


April  2, 1805. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

Wright  and  Parke  attacked  at  daylight  this  morning  and  carried 
the  enemy's  works  in  their  front.  Wright's  troops,  some  of  them,  pushed 
through  to  the  Boydton  road  and  cut  the  telegraph  wire.  Ord  is  now 
goinginto  re-enforce  Wright,  and  Humphreys  isfeelingfor  a  soft  place 
in  the  line  south  of  Hatcher's  llun.  I  think  nothing  now  is  wanting 
but  the  approach  of  your  force  from  the  west  to  finish  up  the  job  on 
this  side. 

IT.  S.  GKANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 


General  Sheridan's  Headquarters, 

In  the  Field,  April  2,  180')— 10.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Bawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Army: 

Major-General  Sheridan  instructs  me  to  inform  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  that  he  has  taken  the  line  of  the  enemy's  works  on  the 
Claiborne  and  White  Oak  roads.    These  works  are  very  strong.     He 
is  pushing  rapidly  toward  Petersburg. 
By  order  of  General  Sheridan : 

JNO.  KELLOGG, 
TAcnt.  Col.,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  and-  Acting  Aide-de-Ca.vip. 


RiOHiE  HoTTRE,  April  2,  18(>r> — 12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

I  would  like  you  to  get  the  Fifth  Corps  and  all  the  cavalry,  except 
Mackenzie,  across  the  Appomattox  as  soon  as  you  can.  You  may  cross 
where  you  please.  The  position  and  movements  of  the  enemy  will 
dictate  your  movements  after  you  cross.  All  we  want  is  to  capture  or 
beat  the  enemy.  There  is  a  pontoon  train  with  the  army.  If  you 
want  it  send  an  officer  to  condu(!t  it  where  it  will  be  required. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 

'  Probably  sent  12.08  ii.  in.,  April  3. 
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Williamson's  House,  N'ear  SutherlancVs  Depot,  April  2, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Geant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  thsit  I  am  now  at  Mrs. 
Williamson's  (on  the  map  11.  Williams),  situated  on  tbe  liiver  road, 
with  theFifth  Army  Corps.  GeneralMiles' division.  Second  Army  CoriJS, 
is  near  Sutherland's  Depot;  the  cavalry  is  working  up  on  the  enemy's 
flank  toward  the  intersection  of  Ford's  road  with  the  Namoziue  road. 
A.  P.  Hill's  corps  passed  by  here  this  afternoon;  his  troops  were  in 
position  on  the  railroad  near  Sutherland's,  Our  flank  movement  on 
Ford's  road  stampeded  them  and  they  fled  in  disorder  toward  the 
Appomattox  Eiver.  From  what  has  transpired  here  I  think,  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  the  enemy's  troops,  wagons,  and,  in  fact,  everything 
that  is  left  of  them,  have  moved  off  and  are  moving  toward  Burke- 
ville  Junction.  With  these  impressions  and  your  instructions  I  am 
in  some  doubt  as  to  the  result  of  my  moving  north  of  the  Appomattox. 
1  think  everything  has  left  Petersblirg,  or  is  leaving  it.  My  cavalry 
is  now  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  some  distance  from  here, 
beyond  the  Namozine  road.  Crawford's  division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  is 
now  moving  up  to  them.  The  cavalry  struck  the  railroad  early  this 
morning  some  miles  west  of  the  intersection  of  Ford's  road  with  the 
railroad,  cutting  off  a  locomotive  and  two  trains  loaded  with  wounded, 
and  destroyed  the  track  in  several  places. 

V.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  ISd'j — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

The  enemy  has  abandoned  his  line  opposite  Humphreys,  and  is  fall- 
ing back  to  his  own  left  and  said  to  be  forming  line  beyond  Hatcher's 
liun.  Humphreys  is  moving  out  on  the  Boydton  road  and  Miles  on 
the  Claiborne.  General  Humphreys  has  assumed  (command  of  Miles. 
Fifth  Corps  is  left  to  you.  General  Wright  is  moving  down  (south) 
the  Boydton  road,  with  General  Ord  covering  his  left.  We  presume 
you  to  be  on  Cox  aiul  liiver  roads.  If  General  Hnmiihreys  hears  you 
engaged  he  will  move  toward  yon.  If  yon  hear  him  engaged  you  are 
requested  to  move  toward  him. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Al'KiL  2,  ISfiu. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  The  road  1  have  taken  turns  from  White  Oak  road  at  S. 
Bntler's  house.  My  advance  has  moved  beyond  the  run  at  E.  Sey- 
mour's. The  road  I  am  on  strikes  the  railroad  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  here.  Very  little  opposition  as  yet.  I  have  sent  one  brigade 
of  Custer's  to  the  same  destination  on  the  railroad  (J.  Pool)  that  the 
First  Division  is  moving  on  by  the  road  indicated  on  the  map  by  J. 
Williams'  house.    The  rest  of  Custer's  command  will  mass  here  (Sey- 
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mour's  house).  The  rond  T  am  on  is  not  indicated  on  tlic  map.  It 
leads  by  Seymour's  and  Miss  Boisseau's.  ^Mackenzie  sliould  feel  up 
well  tliis  way. 

W.  MERKITT, 
Brevet  Major-  (ieneral. 


Apkii,  2,  ISfio. 
Biigadier-General  Poksytii, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GKNiiRAL:  I  have  sent  a  force  to  Ford's  Station  (between  bore  and 
Lynchburg),  and  will  advance  along  the  railroad  toward  Ford's  road, 
where  the  Fifth  Cor^js  is  goiug  in.  I  am  destroying  the  railroad  from 
Ford's  Station  up  toward  Petersburg  (Ford's  Station,  mariied  "A. 
Ford's"  on  map,  and  depot  is  four  miles  towaixl  Eurkeville).  I  have 
ordered  Custer  to  push  to  his  front  from  Seymour's  house  and  jstrike 
tlie  railroad.  Gregg  has  not  come  up  yet.  Will  push  him  in  with  Cus- 
ter. Look  out  ibr  my  force  on  your  left.  I  will  come  up  there  if  I  can. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERKITT, 
Brevet  Major-Oencral. 


April  2,  1805. 
Brigadier-General  h'ORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
(rENEBAL:  Wc  are  on  the  railroad  and  have  commenced  tearing  it 
up.  The  enemy  threatened  us  from  the  right  tiank.  I  will  work  as 
long  as  possible  and  retire,  if  forced,  by  Dinwiddle  Court-llonse.  We 
have  seen  nothing  but  cavalry  yet.  The  information  you  send  in  note 
to  iS'ewhall  corresponds  with  what  I  have.  Mackenzie  should  be  pushed 
this  way. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major-Oencral. 


April  2,  1805. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff': 

General:  I  wrote  in  my  note,  just  disiiatched,  that  if  forced  I  shall 
go  from  Pool's  house,  on  railroad,  to  White  Oak  road,  and  if  General 
Custer  can  hold  fast  will  go  down  White  Oak  road,  otherwise  go  to 
Dinwiddle.  We  are  all  right  and  will  give  them  fits.  General  Custer, 
with  two  brigades,  is  at  Seymour's  honse.  One  of  his  brigades  is  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Apuil  2,  1805. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  St'iff: 
G];neral  :  I  suppose  your  staff  ofliceis  with  me  reported  all  of  inter- 
est.   A  strong  force  Avas  developed  in  our  front  near  the  forks  of  the 
road  at  Doctor  Brandon's  honse.    It  became  too  dark  to  fight  it  to 
advantage.    Wise's  brigade  and  Hunton's,  of  Pickett's  division,  Avhich 
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were  moving  ix)  the  support  of  the  people  we  fought  yesterday,  were 
thrown  in  front  of  us  to  protect  the  crossing  of  tlic  rebel  trains  over 
the  Appomattox.  If  we  had  had  more  daylight  I  am  satisfied  we  could 
have  forced  the  enemy  in.  It  is  evident  they  have  works,  or  at  least 
heavy  batteries,  on  the  north  side  of  Appomattox.  Tlie  enemy  shelled 
us  with  heavy  guns  from  the  other  side.  Please  inform  me  as  to  where 
our  infantry  isf  I  have  sent  out  to  make  connection  with  it,  but  have 
heard  nothing  as  yet.  I  suppose  my  right  flank  is  covered  by  its 
position.  Gregg  did  not  get  up  till  after  dark.  I  tried  to  send 
Mackenzie  on  the  road  to  the  right  of  the  one  we  nuirclicd  on,  but  he 
could  not  get  over.  Please  communicate  soon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEERITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquartees  Cavalky  Oobps  Train, 
Binwiddie  Court-House,  Fo.,  April  2, 18fi5 — l.SO  p.  m. 
Major  Weir, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps: 
Major  :  I  have  just  received  an  order  from  Captain  McGonnigle, 
acting  chief  quartermaster  Middle  Military  Division,  to  send  all  the 
ammunition  wagons  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  to  the  Five  Forks  and  park 
it  there  at  once.  Is  an  escort  necessary  to  accompany  tbem  ?  If  so, 
who  will  furnish  it  ?  General  Smith  informs  me  that  he  expects  to  have 
his  brigade  relieved  in  a  few  moments.  I  presume  you  will  see  that 
a  suitable  guard  is  provided  for  the  ammuTiition  train  while  in  park. 
The  rest  of  the  train  is  ordered  to  remain  at  this  point  until  further 
orders.  My  headquarters  will  be  with  this  part  of  the  train. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  C.  KING, 
Major  and  Quartermaster  in  Charge. 


Heaucjuarters  Cavalry  Corps  Train, 

April  2,  1865—10.45  p.  m. 
Major  Weib, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
Major:  I  have  just  received  an  order  from  Captain  McGonnigle,  act- 
ing chief  quartermaster  Middle  Military  Division,  saying  that  Major- 
General  Sheridan  directs  that  all  trains  of  the  cavaliy  bo  brought  for- 
ward without  delay  to  Sutherland's  Depot,  where  they  will  be  parked 
inside  the  lines  of  General  Miles  and  await  further  orders.  The  dis- 
patch was  written  about  two  hours  ago.  Will  a  suitable  escort  be  fur- 
nished the  train ;  and  if  so  at  what  hour  will  it  be  ready?  The  train  is 
now  in  park  and  the  animals  unharnessed. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  C.  KING, 
Major  and  Quartermaster  in  Charge. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

April  2,  1865. 
[General  Sheridan:] 

General:  The  enemy  are  reported  to  me  by  a  staff'  otficer  sent  out 
this  morning  to  watch  their  movements  as  moving  in  force  down  the 
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Clniborne  road.  Tliey  have  woik.s  on  the  junction  of  it  and  White  Oak 
road.  General  Miles'  division  is  now  in  my  front  and  will  strike  the 
enemy  in  flank. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  IRVIN  GREGG, 
Brevet  Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Aprii-  2,  186;")— 1.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Ord: 

The  attack  on  the  enemy's  line  by  Parke  and  Wright  will  be  made 
liromptly  at  4  o'clock  this  a.  ni.,  if  they  have  not  been  made  before  you 
receive  this. 

TT.  S.  GRANT, 

TAeutenant-  General. 


Ord's  TTkadquarters, 

April  3,  1865. 

General  Grant: 

Have  my  men  ready  to  move  in  case  Sixth  or  Second  Corps  get  in. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


IIhadqxtarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

General  Wright  has  carried  the  enemy's  lines. 

A.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Daisney's  Mill,  April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

Wright  has  carried  the  enemy's  line  and  is  pushing  in.  Now  is  the 
time  to  push  your  men  to  the  right,  leaving  your  line  very  thin,  and  go 
to  his  assistance. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
lAeutenant  General. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  2, 1865 — 6  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  liave  ordered  my  men  to  mov^e  up  to  Wright's  support  by  the  short- 
est line. 

B.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
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Oku's  Heauquarteks, 

April  2,  1865—7  a.  m. 
Lieuteuaiit-General  Grant  : 

Just  lieard  from  Gibbon,  who  must  have  before  this  received  my 
order  to  go  to  support  Wright.  He  says  "  I  advanced  my  skirmisli  line 
well  sui)ported  and  drew  a  heavy  lire  of  infantry  and  shots  from  three 
or  four  guns  at  ditt'erent  points  along  the  line.  Some  of  the  skirmisliers 
got  across  the  swamp  in  front  of  Dandy,  but  fell  back  to  their  pits." 
Since  the  above  I  hear  General  Gibbon  has  moved  to  Wright's  sup- 
port. 

E.  O.  C.  OKD, 

Major- General. 


Oru's  Headqxtarters, 
April  3,  18G5—8.10  a.  m. 
General  Grant: 

Harris'  brigade  has  taken  the  works  on  north  side  Hatcher's  Kun, 
and  is  moving  up  on  north  side.  Colored  troo])s  are  being  put  in  also 
near  the  barn.  The  fort  south  of  run  reported  evacuated.  Second 
C'ori»s  should  take  possession  and  man  it,  All  my  white  troops,  except 
Harris'  brigade,  have  gone  to  help  Wright. 

E.  O.  0.  OKD. 


Headquarters  Abm\  of  the  Potomac, 
April  3, 1805 — 8  a.  m.     (Received  8.16  a.  m.) 
Mnjor-General  Ord: 

Wright  and  Parke  have  broken  through  the  enemy's  line.  Hum- 
phreys sent  ofl'  a  division  to  Sheridan  last  night;  he  is,  nevertheless, 
doing  all  he  can  oflensively,  i)roceeding  cautiously.  How  is  it  on  your 
front?    Wright  and  Parke  have  taken  guns,  flags,  and  prisoners. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Ord'«  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Gibbon  reports  that  he  has  possession  of  the  line  from  Fort 
Welch  down  to  Hatcher's  Run,  with  7  pieces  artillery,  2  battle-flags,  and 
a  large  number  of  prisoners;  is  forming  on  General  Wright's  left  with 
a  view  of  sweeping  toward  Petersburg. 

E.  O.  0.  OKU, 

Major- General, 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1865—8.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Firing  on  my  new  front  almost  ceased;  think  I  have  the  enemy's 
work  ojjposite  Armstrong's.  Prisoners  are  coming  in.  Deserters  say 
that  when  Wright  went  in  their  picket-line  moved  ofl"  toward  our  left. 

E.  O.  0.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquautebs  Army  ok  the  James, 
April  2. 1865—9.40  a.  in.     (Received  10.20  a.  m.) 
Colouel  Bowers: 

I  Lave  several  hundred  prisouers  in  and  morecoiniug.  Want  a  guard 
iiuiuediately  of  200  men  to  take  tbem  to  City  Point.  My  people  are  all 
out  in  trendies  on  enemy's  line.  Have  taken  all  tlieir  line  in  my  front. 
A  number  of  guns  and  i)erliaiis  1,000  prisoners,  with  colors,  &c.  Our 
loss  not  heavy. 

E.  O.  C.  OKD, 

Major-  General. 


HuMPHRKYs'  Station,  Ajn-il  2,  1865 — 9.50  a.  m. 
Lieutenant  Waruwell, 

Signal  Tower: 
Is  General  Gibbon  at  the  tower;  if  so,  ask  him  to  report  to  me,  and 
say  General  Wright's  report  received  at  9.30  that  he  Avants  re-enforce- 
ments to  hold  what  he  has  gained. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
General  Grant: 

Is  General  Humphreys  in  the  enemy's  line,  and  will  he  protect  my 
rear  if  1  move  my  force  in  connection  with  Wright's  toward  Peters- 
burg and  try  to  reach  the  Appomattox?  I  have  large  number  of  pris- 
ouers in,  say  1,000. 

E.  O.  G.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 
Humphreyii'  Station,  April  2,  1865 — 12  m. 
Colonel  Bowers: 

All  my  men  were  sent  from  this  neighborhood  to  aid  General  Wright, 
who  reported  himself  in  danger  of  being  driven  back.  They  have  fol- 
lowed the  rebs.  I  remained  here  waiting  orders  from  General  Grant 
as  to  final  disposition,  but  the  general  has  gone  toward  Petersburg, 
and  the  Second  Corps  has  gone  out  to  General  Sheridan,  so  that  the 
nearest  troops  to  this  place  are  some  five  miles  oft'  toward  Petersburg. 
This  is  the  depot  for  Sheridan's  army.  There  is  a  large  amount  of 
ammunition  and  supplies  here;  about  1,000  prisouers  and  no  troops 
excejit  about  100  men  and  my  headquarters  guard.  Send  up  a  regiment 
at  least  and  at  once. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  2, 1865. 
General  Ord: 

Have  all  your  prisoners  been  sent  down?  1  have  more  marines  here 
that  I  will  send  up  to  bring  ]>risoners  down  if  you  want  them.  I  can- 
not send  them  to-day  as  guards  for  stores.    Please  answer. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 
Ajml  2, 1865.    (Received  12.20  a.  m.  3d.) 
Colonel  Bowers: 

Colonel  Washburn,  or  the  offlcer  commanding  at  Humphreys'  Station, 
cau  iuforni  you  in  regard  to  prisoners. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 
Major -General. 

April  2, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord  : 

Majjor-General  Miles  attacked  -what  was  left  of  Heth's  and  Wilcox's 
divisions  in  a  strongly  intrenched  position  at  Sutherland's  Station  this 
afternoon  and  utterly  routed  them,  capturing  about  1,000  prisoners  and 
2  field  pieces.  As  the  cavalry  was  coming  down  the  road  on  which 
they  retreated  1  am  in  hopes  of  hearing  yet  to-night  of  the  balance 
being  picked  up. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  2,  1865. 
General  Wright: 

You  should  have  some  officers  from  the  front  to  be  ready  to  meet  my 
command  and  hurry  them  where  most  needed.  I  send  you  General 
Gibbon  with  four  brigades.  You  can  call  on  the  brigade  nearest  to 
you  by  Fort  Sami)8on. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  2, 1865. 
General  Wright: 

I  have  sent  yoa  all  I  had  to  spare.  The  line  from  Hatcher's  to  Fort 
Welch  is  reported  in  our  possession — 7  guns,  2  battle-flags,  and  large 
number  of  i)risouers,  under  Gibbon. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD. 


April  2,  1805. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

Wright  and  Parke  attacked  the  enemy  this  morning  and  carried  the 
works  on  their  front,  capturing  guns  and  prisoners;  number  not  stated. 
Wright's  men  have  cut  the  telegraph  wire  on  the  Boydton  plank 
road.  Ord  is  re-enforcing  Wright.  No  report  from  Ord,  but  he  has 
apparently  taken  the  works  on  his  front.  Humphreys  advanced,  and 
the  only  report  from  him  says  he  had  captured  the  enemy's  picket  and 
120  prisoners.  This  at  7.40.  He  has  evidently  carried  everything  in 
his  front,  as  his  firing  rapidly  advanced.  Sheridan  has  been  re-enforced 
by  Miles'  division  of  infantry  and  from  Five  Forks  is  sweeping  eastward 
toward  Petersburg.  The  greatest  vigilance  is  necessary  on  your  part 
that  the  enemy  do  not  cross  the  Appomattox  to  overwhelm  and  drive 
back  Parke.    Wright  is  now  tearing  up  the  South  Side  road. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
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Hkadcjuaktkks  Twenty-fifth  Army  Cokps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Lieuteuant-Geueral  Gkant  : 

I  directed  Hartsuff  to  attack  this  moruiug.  He  carried  the  picket- 
liue,  but  could  not  get  auy  farther.  Prisoners  captured  say  Mahone 
is  still  there. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


T.  Banks'  House,  Ayrii  3, 1865—10.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Army  of  the  James: 
The  eueiny  have  been  driven  froui  all  the  works  outside  of  the  line 
immediately  enveloping  Petersburg.  We  are  now  enveloping  them 
and  will  be  able  to  inclose  them  to  the  Appomattox.  I  think  the 
whole  amount  of  captures  will  amount  to  10,000  men  since  we  started, 
and  many  guns.  One  brigade  of  Mahone's  division  is  here  and  no 
doubt  more  will  be  here  soon.  Keep  in  a  condition  to  assault  when 
ordered,  or  when  you  may  feel  the  right  time  has  come. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-iietieral. 


Headquakteus  Twenty-fifth  Aumy  Gokps, 

April  2,  1805. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

Your  dispatch  received.  1  know  now  positively  that  there  were 
some  of  Pickett's  division  still  in  my  front  last  night.  Those  men  and 
Gregg's  and  Benning's  brigades,  of  Field's  division,  left  to-day  and  were 
the  troops  that  went  to  Petersburg  to-day.  They  were  replaced  on  the 
line  near  the  Williamsburg  road  by  Kichmond  militia.  This  leaves 
6,385  soldiers  and  the  militia  in  my  front.  I  can  move,  by  leaving  my 
lines  in  charge  of  the  pickets  and  dead-beats,  about  8,000  men.  I 
would  rather  that  their  line  be  a  little  more  diminished  of  soldiers 
before  I  make  the  attempt,  but  I  am  ready  to  assault  whenever  you 
order  it,  or  whenever,  under  your  instructions,  I  think  there  is  the 
least  chance  of  winning.  You  know  they  have  a  very  strong  line  in 
my  front,  as  far  as  engineering  goes.  1  congratulate  you  on  the  suc- 
cess of  to-day. 

G.  WEITZEL. 


April  2,  1805—1:3.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

Rebel  troops  are  i)ouring  over  the  Appomattox  rapidly  it  is  reported. 
Direct  General  Hartsuff  to  demonstrate  against  them  in  his  front,  and 
if  there  is  a  good  showing  attack.  The  enemy  will  evidently  leave 
your  front  very  thin  by  night.  I  think  I  will  direct  you  to  assault  by 
morning.    Make  your  prejiarations  accordingly. 

U:  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
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llKADQUAUTEUS   TWENTY-FIFTH   AKMY   COKPS, 

April  2,  1805—2.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenaiit-Geneial  Grant : 

Your  dispatch  rcceiveil.  I  have  made  the  preparations.  A  battery 
of  four  guus,  thirteen  cars  loaded  with  troops,  and  about  300  cavalry, 
l)assed  to  Petersburg  this  a.  ni.,  and  I  have  been  trying  to  ascertain 
ever  since  where  they  went  from.  Hartsuff'  says  it  was  not  from  his 
front.  I  think  it  was  from  tlie  Williamsburg  road,  and  1  have  sent  out 
to  see.  Deserters  up  to  3  o'clock  this  a.  m.  report  no  movement  on  my 
front. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General, 


[Apkil]  2,  18C5— 2.20  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.S.  Gkant: 

My  scouts  report  that  those  troops  moved  from  near  the  Williams- 
burg road.  I  see  everybody  that  passes  down  the  road  to  Petersburg. 
Unless  I  get  different  orders  from  you  as  soon  as  they  take  enough 
away  there  to  give  me  a  chance  of  siuicess  I  will  attack. 

(}.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General, 


HfiADtJUAKTEKS   TWENTY-FIFTII   ARMY   GOUPS, 

April  2,  1805—2.50  p.  m. 
LieutenaTitGeneral  Grant : 

I  suppose  you  are  fully  aware  that  troojts  can  be  taken  away  by  the 
enemy  between  the  Appomattox  and  Swift  Greek,  and  on  Curl's  Neck, 
and  that  both  places  are  practically  unassailable  by  me. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1805. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

In  all  to-day  there  have  passed  to  Petersburg  by  the  railroad  and 
turnpike  about  1,-tOO  infantry,  a  four-gun  battery,  and  about  300 
cavalry.  This  docs  not  decrease  the  force  sufficiently  to  Avarrant  an 
assault,  in  my  opinion,  with  the  force  I  have  here. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  5,  1805— 7. 20  p.  m. 
General  Grant: 
The  following  just  received : 

Ber.muiia  Front,  April  S,  ISGn. 
Generiil  AVeitzkl: 

Firing  was  delayed  this  afternoon  by  flag  of  trnce  to  bring  in  our  dead  .and 
wounded  between  the  line.s.  Truce  Wiiia  asked  tliiH  morning,  but  not  replied  to 
until  nearly  4  p.  ni.  Reply  was  signed  by  Mahone.  Enemy  lias  as  strong  picket- 
line  as  ever,  and  considerable  more  than  the  usual  number  of  men  along  bis  main 
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line  duriug  contiuuance  of  truce.  JIo  has  put  some  field  g^s  in  position  on  the 
right  of  Howlott  House  Battery  outside  his  main  line.  One  deserter  from  right  of 
enemy's  line  came  in  to-day — reported  no  change  on  that  portion  of  line.  I  think  tlie 
hrigade  of  Mahoue's  division  referred  to  by  General  Graut  must  be  Cox's,  which  has 
not  manned  the  main  line  for  some  time,  but  has  been  in  reserve  ou  their  right. 

G.  L.  HARTSUF'F, 

Major-General. 

G.  WEITZEL. 

Ai'KiL  2,  1865. 

Col.  T.  8.  Bowers, 

City  Point: 
How  do  matters  stand  now?    On  this  front  we  tried  the  Bermuda 
part,  but  Mahone  was  there,  and  we  only  got  the  i)icket-line.    From 
prisoners,  deserters,  and  observation  we  learn  that  there  is  no  change 
as  yet. 

G.  \\  EITZEL, 

Major-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  2, 1S65. 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

Eeferrinp  to  your  dispatch  of  this  evening  I  beg  to  say  that  the  work 
goes  bravely  on.  Our  boats  are  now  well  up  and  we  have  a  continuous 
line  from  the  Appomattox  below  Petersburg  to  the  river  above  and 
will  intrench  to-night.  Our  jirisoners  are  estimated  at  over  12,000,  with 
50  pieces  of  artillery.  A  jiortion  of  Foster's  division  made  a  gallant 
charge,  capturing  an  important  fort  and  its  garrison.  Everything 
looks  well. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assintant  Adjutant- General. 


Apkil  2, 1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Army  of  the  James: 
You  need  not  assault  in  the  morning  unless  j'ou  liave  good  reason  for 
believing  the  enemy  are  leaving.    We  have  a  good  thing  of  it  now  and 
in  a  day  or  two  I  think  I  will  be  able  to  send  you  all  the  troops  neces- 
sary. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 
(Copy  by  Weitzel  to  liartsuff.) 


Headquakters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

[April  3,]  1805—7.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant  : 
Your  dispatch  received.     I  will  watch  them  as  closely  as  I  can. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters, 
Mve  or  Six  Milt'.ti  Went  of  Petersburg,  April  2,  1805. 
Major-Cxeuenil  Weitzel  : 

Geucnil  Ord  direct.s  that  you  order  tbe  two  compauies  of  the  Fourth 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  in  your  command,  to  report  without  delay  to 
Ooloucl  AVashburii .  at  these  headquarters.  Send  all  you  can  get  together 
to-day,  and  if  headquarters  are  moved  let  the  rest  follow. 

THEO.  KEAD, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


BEUJtuDA  Front,  April  3,  1865 — l.HO  a.  m. 
General  Weitzel  : 

Have  received  and  given  the  orders  about  o]>eniug  from  my  bat- 
teries. Will  be  able  to  commence  along  the  whole  line  in  half  hour  to 
au  hour,  and  will  x>romptly  rei)ort  result. 

G.  L.  HAKTSUFF, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Cori's, 

April  5,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Hartsufe: 

jMake  the  demonstration  as  General  Grant  directs. 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Beumuda  FitoNT,  April  3,  1805 — 3.10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  Weitzel: 

Have  just  sent  the  following  instructions  to  General  Fcrrcro: 

If  the  euemy  lias  not  leiilied  to  our  fire  on  our  right  anil  center  you  bad  better 
send  out  a  column  to  attack  and  capture  tlieir  picket-lino  at  that  point  if  possible. 
If  this  develops  the  fire  of  their  batteries  iu  force  let  the  column  withdraw;  if  not 
])ush  any  success  yon  may  obtain,  even  to  the  c.aptnre  of  their  main  line,  holding 
the  remainder  of  your  command  ready  to  sii]i])ort  the  attacking  column  We  must 
not  let  the  enemy  leave  our  line  without  our  knowing  it.  If  at  any  time  or  in  any 
manner  in  course  of  executing  the  above  directions  you  learn  positively  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  enemy  in  force  on  any  part  of  this  line  do  not  push  the  reconnaissance 
any  farther,  as  the  object  of  the  movement  will  tlieu  be  accomplished.  Do  this  as 
soon  as  possible. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSTJFF, 

Major- General. 


Hat<jher's  Farm,  April  3,  1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

My  demonstration  this  morning  resulted  in  developing  the  enemy  in 
force  along  his  line.  They  were  driven  out  of  their  pi(;ketline  with 
case  for  a  distance  of  more  than  half  a  mile,  and  six  of  their  pickets 
captured.  Our  advance  was  then  opened  upon  by  artillery  throughout 
the  whole  of  their  line  which  bore  upon  it.     Having  ascertained  by 
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this  and  from  the  prisoners  that  their  line  was  still  held  in  force  and 
by  Mahone's  division  the  troops  were  directed  to  withdraw.  The  enemy 
followed  with  a  strong  line  of  infantry  to  their  picket-line,  which  they 
reoccupied.    List  of  casualties  not  yet  known. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Detaohbient  Army  ov  the  James, 

April  2,  1805. 
Major-General  Hartsuff, 

Commanding,  Bermuda  Hundred : 
Your  dispatch  received.    What  is  your  total  loss,  killed  and  wounded, 
to-day? 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Bermuda  Front,  April  2,  1865. 
General  Weitzel,  : 

Total  loss,  81,  as  follows:  Killed,  7;  wounded,  .'59;  captured,  35,  the 
latter  by  being  flanked  through  not  receiving  in  time  The  order  to  fall 
back.    Several  of  the  wounded,  severely. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff: 

1  have  ordered  a  brigade  of  about  1,.500  men  to  move  on  your  side  of 
the  James  near  the  ^'arina  bridge  so  that  either  you  or  I  can  use  it  as 
re(mired.    If  you  are  ordered  to  assault  you  use  it. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Bermuda  Front,  April  2, 1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

Do  you  know  whether  General  Grant  thought  the  enemy  might  break 
through  our  line  to  cross  Appomattox  and  overwhelm  Parke,  and  if 
not,  in  what  way  vigilance  on  your  part  can  iircveut  their  crossing  in 
rear  of  their  own  line  for  that  purpose,  or  does  he  mean  that  they  may 
withdraw  troops  from  in  front  of  our  line  and  send  them  across?  Please 
give  me  your  understanding  of  it.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  withdraw  their  line,  excei)t  by  the  means  I  employed 
this  morning,  which  are  rather  costly;  they  cannot  be  made  to  expend 
their  fire  on  anything  outside  their  picket-lines.  That  and  every  observ- 
able point  I  have  constantly  and  thoroughly  watched,  and  I  think  our 
vigilance  and  the  demonstration  this  a.  m.  will  keep  them  in  their  line 
here,  which  it  would  be  madness  for  them  to  abandon  or  jeopardize. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General, 
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HKADQUARTERS   TWENTY-FIl'TH   ARMY    CORPS, 

April  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  L.  Hartsuff: 

General  Grant  undoubtedly  means  that  they  might  withdraw  from 
your  front.  I  do  not  believe  they  will  to  any  great  extent,  for  [  agree 
with  you  that  it  would  be  madnes.s  for  them  to  do  so. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Provisional  Division,  Army  of  the  Jambs, 

[April  2,  1865]— 3.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Parker, 

Actiiuj  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Colonel  :  I  find  Major-General  Hartsuff,  my  superior  in  rank,  in  com- 
mand here.     Is  it  intended  to  jilace  me  over  him,  or  is  be  to  be  assigned 
t«  other  duties?     Who,  by  the  order,  am  I  to  consider  my  innnediate 
superior? 

Kespectfully, 

G.  K.  WAKREN, 

Major-  General. 


Headqitarters  Twenty-foitrth  Army  Corps, 

April  a,  1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

The  division  officer  of  the  day  has  just  come  in  from  the  picket-line, 
and  reports  tliat  he  can  see  no  change  in  the  enemy's  camps.  Two  men 
of  the  Eighty-first  New  York  deserted  to  the  enemy  last  night. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 

Brigadier-General. 


Hkauquartkr.s  Twenty-fottrth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

One  of  the  signal  corps  has  been  out  on  the  line  and  reports  no 
apparent  change  in  the  camps  of  the  enemy.  He  reports  the  enemy 
throwing  np  a  redoubt  on  the  Darbytown  road  near  Johnston's  house. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headqitarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

The  cavalry  think  a  rebel  camp  of  cavalry  which  was  near  the  Darby 
road  was  evacuated  last  night.  This  was  a  camp  of  small  body  less 
than  a  regiment.  Pickets  also  think  that  they  heard  moving  last  night, 
but  my  i)icket  officer  has  examined  the  line  and  finds  no  difference.  I 
have  scut  an  officer  out  where  the  supposed  change  took  place. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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April  2,- 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  Devens, 

Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Corps: 
Make  every  eflort  by  scouts,  deserters,  and  prisoners  to  ascertain 
what  troops  have  moved  from  the  enemy's  left.    About  1,200  infantry, 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  300  cavalry  have  been  seen  going  down  the 
road  to  Petersburg  this  morning. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


IlEADQUAKTERS  TWENTY-FOLRTH   ARMY   CORPS, 

April  2, 1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

On  careful  examination  on  the  picket-line  it  is  found  that  part  of  a 
regiment  apparently  moved  last  night.  This  at  the  place  where  it  was 
recently  reported  some  change.  The  whole  picket-line  is  the  same  as 
heretofore.  Men  are  seen  the  same  behind  the  line.  On  the  last  fort  on 
the  right  we  see  a  considerable  number  of  men.  Two  of  my  staff  ofBcers 
at  different  times  have  examined  the  line  this  morning.  Colonel  Adams 
will  send  out  scouts  as  directed. 

CHAS.  DEVENS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


April  2,  1865. 
General  Devens, 

Commanding  Ttcenty -fourth  Corps: 
Thirty-eight  car-loads  of  troops  pjissed  by  the  railroad  to  Petersburg 
to-day.    Do  you  know  of  anything  to  indicate  that  they  left  our  front? 
Have  you  any  deserters? 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Shepley  : 

Division  officer  reports  that  the  enemy  are  moving  a  body  of  troops, 
say  500,  from  their  left  toward  their  right.  This  opposite  our  cavalry 
pickets  on  our  right,  near  the  Darbytown  road,  perhaps  the  same  body 
reported  by  the  scout  on  the  Charles  City  road. 

Oil  AS.  DEVENS, 

Jirigadicr-  G  eneral. 


Hatcher's  Farm,  April  2, 1865 — l  a.  m. 
General  Abbot: 

Am  ordered  to  open  from  all  the  batteries  on  the  line  for  half  an  hour. 
Will  comrnenc^o  from  Battery  Anderson  to  day.  Be  ready  to  replace  the 
wasted  ammunition  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  morning. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  2, 1865—8.30  a.  m. 
General  Benham, 

Commanding  Defenses,  City  Point: 
How  many  men  can  you  spare  me  as  a  reserve?    We  bold  four  of  the 
enemy's  forts  and  are  using  his  own  guns. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- Oenerat. 


Headquarters  Ninth  ARmy  Corps, 

Fort  Bice,  April  2, 1865—10.30  a.  nt, 
Brigadier-General  BeNham, 

City  Point : 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  how  many 
men  you  can  spare  him  for  a  reserve.    A  speedy  answer  is  requested. 

P.  M.  LYDIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—11.45  p.  m. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Collis: 

General:  The  commanding  general  has  telegraphed  twice  to 
General  Benham  to  learn  what  reserves  he  could  let  him  have  and  has 
received  no  reply.    Will  you  give  him  the  required  information. 

P.  M.  LYDIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  Va.,  April  2,  1865. 
Col.  P.  M.  Lydig, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Corps  Headquarters : 
All  the  troops  at  City  Point  were  sent  to  General  Parke's  headquar- 
ters about  an  liour  ago. 

W.  H.  WHYTE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  2, 1865 — 8.45  n.  m.    (Received  10  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Benham, 

Commanding  Lines  at  City  Point: 
You  will  at  once  move  with  your  entire  command,  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  using  railroad,  &c.,  to  the  lines  of  Major-General  Parke,  and 
report  to  liim. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

THEODORE  LYMAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp 
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Hdqks.  Engineer  BEiGAnE  and  Defenses  City  Point, 

April  S,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  MeAde, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Your  dispatcL  received  ou  my  lines  at  10  a.  m.     Collis'  command, 
about  1,000  men,  ordered  at  once  to  Meade's  Station  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Parke.     1  go  witli  about  SOO  more  of  eugrineers  at  once  to  join  tbem. 

IT.  W.  BEXHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Engineer  Brigade  and  Defences  Oitv  Point, 

April  3,  1803— JO  a.  m. 
Miyor-(ieueral  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 
Your  dispatcli  just  received  wbile  on  my  lines.      I  start  at   once 
Collis'  command  under  Cokmel  Tippin  by  railroad  to  Meade's  Station  to 
report  to  you  there.     I  follow  as  soon  as  possible  witli  700  to  800  more 
of  engineers. 

II.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


IIeadqitartkrs  ]Sinih  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  18(ir,. 
General  Benham: 

General  Parke  directs  that  you  move  your  troops  along  the  corduroy 
road  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Sedgwick,  where  an  officer  will  jueet  you  with 
orders. 

Bespectfully, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Poii«t,  April  3,  ISOS. 
Brigadier-General  Benham, 

Comdg.  Engineer  Brigade,  Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps : 
General  Patrick  informs  me  that  Colonel  Bowers  has  telegraphed  for 
permission  to  order  back  the  garrison  of  this  post,  as  there  are  10,000 
pris(mers  here  and  no  troops  to  guard  them;  so  I  hold  tlie  horses, 
clerks,  &c.,  until  1  hear  again  from  you.  Smith  sent  the  best  horses  he 
had  and  all  the  horses  without  breaking  up  the  teams. 

CHANGING   CLAPP, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  !'«.,  April  2,  IMr,. 
Captain  Schoonmaker, 

Acting  Assistant  J. djutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  Bowers  directs  that  the  troops  of  this  command  report  to 
General  Benham  at  the  intrenchments  immediately. 

W.  11.  WllYTE, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Provisional  Division,  Army  of  the  James, 

Ai)ril  2,  1865. 
General  Benham: 

Will  you  please  inform  me  if  all  the  troops  left  in  the  defenses  at 
City  Point  have  been  sent  up  to  General  Parke.     I  have  been  ordered 
to  take  command  of  the  defenses  of  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  (I  cnera  I. 

JlDQRS.  Engineer  Brigade  and  Defenses  City  Point, 

April  2,  J8(!5. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren  : 

In  the  absence  of  General  Benham,  who  is  now  with  the  Ninth  Corps, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  the  troops  from  this  point  are  now 
with  General  Parke,  except  a  very  small  number  for  guard  and  three 
companies  doing  picket  duty  on  the  left  of  the  line  across  Bailey's 
Creek;  also  two  batteries  of  light  and  one  of  heavy  artillery,  with 
thirty-four  guns  in  tlie  works. 

CIIANNING  CLAPP, 
Ansistant  Adjutant-  General. 


City  Point,  April  2,  ISGS — 5  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham, 

(Jommanding  Engineer  Brigade,  Headquarters  Ninth  Corps: 
General  G.  K.  Warren  has  telegraphed  saying  that  he  is  placed  in 
command  of  the  Defenses  of  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred,  and 
asking  if  there  are  any  troops  left  here.  I  have  replied  that  there  is 
only  a  very  small  number  for  guard  and  tliree  companies  doing  picket 
duty,  with  two  batteries  of  light  and  one  of  heavy  artillery,  with  thirty- 
four  guns  in  the  works. 

CHANNING  CLAPP, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Remount  Camp, 
Near  City  Point,  Va.,  April  2,  18l>'>. 
Capt.  Channing  Clapp,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  every  armed  man  in  my 
ctmimand  (mounted  and  dismounted)  was  this  morning  at  8  o'clock 
ordered  to  the  outer  line  of  defenses  by  Brigadier-General  Benham. 
Tlie  men  now  in  camp  are  entirely  unarmed. 

1  am,  captain,  most  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  ANDERSON, 
Colonel  17th  Pa.  Cav.,  Coindg.  liemount  Camp,  Sheridan^s  0(((\ 


Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  2,  1805. 
Brigadier-General  Carr,  WUson''s : 

If  you  get  deserters  or  information  from  extreme  left  of  enemy  send 
liere  imniediately.  Ascertain,  if  jmssible,  if  any  trooi)s  moved  from 
that  point. 

Vt.  f.  shepley, 

Brigadier-General,  &c. 
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Baltimore,  Md.,  April  3,  ]Rf>5. 
General  0.  II.  Morgan,  Chief  of  Staf,  Winchester  : 

Your  dispatch  of  last  night  received.  We  will  take  pleasure  in  com- 
plying with  wishes  of  general  commanding  by  furnishing  the  necessary 
transportation  to  protect  the  U.  S.  mails  and  other  imblic  property,  and 
the  officers  and  men  of  Government,  and  others  traveling  on  our  trains. 
The  usual  certificate  for  this  service  can  be  given  us,  and  the  question 
of  ]iayment  settled  by  rule  of  War  Department  at  Washington.  This 
is  in  accordance  with  practice  of  preceding  military  administrations. 
Would  not  thirty  thoroughly  armed  and  reliable  men  be  adequate,  as 
we  are  advised  that  the  last  capture  of  train  was  made  by  but  sixteen 
half-frightened  men?  Our  president  met  General  Carroll  yesterday  at 
Cumberland  and  advised  that  the  pickets  on  exposed  parts  of  line 
should  be  placed  closer,  so  as  to  meet  each  other,  instead  of  being  kept 
mainly  in  camp.  This  jjlan  has  proven  very  efficacious  whenever  prac- 
ticed on  our  road  heretofore.  Would  not  Grafton  be  as  far  west  as  this 
guard  is  likely  to  be  needed  now?  We  suggest  that  if  a  good  regiment 
of  cavalry  be  placed  additionally  at  or  south  of  Eoumey,  to  scout  the 
North Avest  pike  and  other  roads,  it  would  greatly  lessen  danger  of  raids 
on  our  line. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


General  Orders,  \      Hdqrs.  Middle  Military  Division, 

No.  39.  )  Winchester,  Va.,  April  3,  186:j. 

1.  Brevet  Major-General  Emory  is  hereby  assigned  to  command  of 
the  troops  of  the  Department  of  West  Virginia  west  of  Sleepy  Creek, 
and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Cumberland  and  relieve  Brigadier- 
General  Carroll. 

2.  Brigadier-General  Carroll  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  brigade  of  the  First  Corps,  and  of  Duval's  brigade  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  West  Virginia.  The  two  brigades  will  lorni  a  provisional 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah. 

3.  The  troops  now  serving  in  this  army  and  not  included  in  the 
Department  of  West  Virginia  will  be  designated  as  follows  hereafter: 
The  First  Division,  late  Nineteenth  Corps,  as  the  First  Division,  Army 
of  the  Shenandoah;  the  provisional  division  now  commanded  by  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  K.  Brooke,  as  the  Second  Provisional  Division,  Army  of 
the  Shenandoah ;  the  provisional  division  now  commanded  by  Bvt.  Maj. 
Gen.  T.  W.  Bgan,  as  the  Third  Provisional  Division,  Army  of  the  Shen- 
andoah; the  provisional  division  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Carroll,  as  the  Fourth  Provisional  Division,  Army  of  the  Shenan- 
doah. 

4.  Brevet  Major-General  McMillan  is  relieved  from  duty  with  the 
First  Division,  and  will  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Emory  at  Cum- 
berland for  assignment. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

GEOECJE  LEE, 
Ash  infant  Adjutant-  General. 


Winchester,  April  2,  18C5. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
Ma,jor  General  Atjgur: 

The  general  wishes  me  to  ask  you  if  you  have  seen  the  deserter  yet 
and  what  you  make  of  his  story.     We  had  a  man  here  some  days  ago 
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who  passed  Pickett's  division  at  Hanover  Junction,  but  as  it  was  at 
the  time  Lougstreet  was  trying  to  intercept  Slieridan  nothing  more 
was  thought  of  it.  A  scout  is  on  its  way  to  Edinburg  this  morning. 
For  several  days  there  have  been  rumors  here  of  a  raid  by  Eosser,  wlio 
has  collected  a  large  part  of  his  force. 

C.  n.  MORGAN, 
'  Brevet  Briffadier-Gencral,  cfcc. 


Heabqxtarters  Department  of  Washington, 

TWENTY-RErONl)    ARMY    CORPS, 

April  i\  18(;r,. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  ^Vinehesier,  Vn.: 
The  rebel  deserter  lias  not  yet  arrived.    lie  comes  in  on  the  train 
today.     I  will  get  his  story  as  soon  <»«  he  comes  and  send  it  to  you. 

C.  G.  AUGUR, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


IIeadqttarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Wa.thin(/ton,  J).  C,  April  2,  1805. 
General  Morgan, 

Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division,  Winchester : 
The  rebel  deserter  is  now  here.  He  says  ho  left  Staunton,  to-morrow 
will  be  a  week.  There  were  but  two  companies  there.  He  afterward 
saw  a  courier  who  told  him  that  Pickett's  division  was  on  its  way  to 
Staunton  from  Lynchburg.  He  reports  Eosser  as  having  gone  to  Lee 
with  his  own  and  McCausland's  divisions  of  cavalry,  and  that  Lomax, 
with  Imboden's  and  Jackson's  brigades,  were  to  reoccupy  the  Valley 
with  what  there  is  left  of  Early's  infantry.  He  states  the  men  are 
through  the  Valley  now  collecting  all  men  on  leave.  He  is  a  young 
Irish  boy.  apparently  not  very  intelligent.  It  is  only  from  the  courier 
that  he  knows  anything  of  Pickett's  division.  His  report  does  not 
impress  me  as  being  very  important.  He  brought  his  horse  and  equip- 
ments. 

G.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major- Getwral. 


Fairfax  Gotirt-Hottse,  April  S,  1865. 

(Eoceived  2.10  ]).  m.) 
Lieut.  Gol.  J.  H.  Taylor: 

Colonel:  1  sent  out  a  scout  of  100  men,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
under  Captain  Corbit,  last  nij;ht,  to  examine  houses  in  front  of  my 
lines.  The  scout  returned  an  hour  ago  with  two  rebel  prisoners  belong- 
ing to  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  (rebel)  Viiginia  Cavalry,  who  were  fiir- 
longhed  from  Early's  command  to  steal  horses  here.  The  prisoners  Avere 
sent  in  to-day's  train  to  Colonel  Wells,  and  a  rebel  deserter  to  your 
hea<lqnarters  under  guard. 

WM.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding,  it,c. 
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Hbadqttakteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  ,9,  1805. 
General  S.  S.  Cakroll, 

Gtimberlaiul : 
Make  the  arransemeuts  at  oiicc.  The  brigade  a.s  mentioned  will  be 
commanded  by  General  Duval.  General  Emory  will  be  up  to-morrow 
to  relieve  yon.  Provide  the  brigade  with  its  transportation  complete, 
and  let  it  march  here,  through  Komney,  &c.  It  will  take  four  or  live 
days,  but  let  it  come  with  its  transportation  and  subsistence.  De- 
tailed orders  will  be  sent  by  mail  or  special  messenger.  Please  answer 
when  the  brigade  will  start. 

C.  H.  MOKGAN, 
Brevet  Briyadier-Oeneral,  ccc. 


ClTMBEKLANU,  Afril  3,  1805. 
General  G.  11.  Morgan: 

Your  telegram  just  received.  Brigade  will  start  early  Wednesday 
morning;  everything  complete.  It  will  take  live  days  to  make  the 
march.  The  Seventy-fourth  Pennsylvania  is  about  (iOO  strong  now. 
The  Twenty-eighth  Ohio  is  only  about  220  strong.  The  First  West 
Virginia  Veterans  cannot  get  here  in  time  to  go  with  the  brigade  Wed- 
nesday, as  the  Seventy-fourth  Pennsylvania  has  to  go  from  Green 
Spring  Run  to  relieve  it.  I'll  order  it  by  rail  far  as  Martinsburg,  to 
march  from  there  to  Winchester,  and  will  reach  there  at  the  same  time 
the  rest  of  the  brigade  does.  Its  transportation  will  go  with  the  bri- 
gade. 

S.  S.  CARROLL, 

Brigadier-Genera! . 


Hkai>(,>uaiiti.;rs  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  2,  ISti.'j. 
General  Pessenden: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yoa  send 
a  regiment  of  infantry  to  Berry's  Ferry  to-morrow  by  way  of  White 
Post,  to  return  by  Millwood,  to  gain  what  information  is  to  be  Lad  con- 
cerning the  enemy.  Please  inform  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment designated  that  we  have  an  infantry  force  at  Berryville. 
Respectfully, 

(L  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  BrigatUer-Oeitend  of   Voiitutrerx  and   Chief  of  Staff". 


City  Posat,  \'a.,  Ai)ril  .;,  isnr, — 8.30  a.  m. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  ^yar : 
This  morning  Geneial  Grant  reports  Petersburg  evacuated,  and  he 
is  contidcut  Richmond  also  is.     He  is  ])ushing  forward  to  cut  off,  if 
possible,  the  retreating  army.     I  start  to  him  in  a  few  minutes. 

A.  LINGOLX. 
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Waji  Depabtmunt, 
Ai)ril  S,  18(>r,— 10.30  a.  m. 
The  J'resident  : 

1  congratulate  you  and  the  nation  on  tlic  gloiioii.s  news  in  your  tt^le- 
gram  just  received.  Allow  nie  respectfully  to  ask  you  to  consider 
whether  you  ought  to  expose  the  nation  to  the  consequence  of  any  dis- 
aster to  yourself  in  the  i)ursuit  of  a  treacherous  and  dangerous  enemy 
like  the  rebel  army.  If  it  was  a.  cjuestion  concerning  yourself  only  I 
should  not  presume  to  say  a  word.  Gomniandijig  generals  arc  in  the 
line  of  their  duty  in  running  such  risks;  but  is  tlic  political  head  of  a 
nation  in  the  same  ccmdition  ? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


OiTY  Point,  Va.,  April  5, 18(15 — 5  j>.  m. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

/Secretary  -  of  1  \  'ar : 
Yours  received.     Thanks  for  your  caution,  but  1  ha.\e  already  been 
to  retersbnrg.    Staid  with  General  Grant  an  hour  and  a  half  and 
]-eturned  here.     It  is  certahi  now  that  Itichmond  is  in  t>ur  hands,  and  I 
thiuk  I  will  go  there  to-uiorrow.     I  will  take  care  of  invsolf. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  :j,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
General  Weitzel  telegraphs  as  follows: 

We  took  Ricliinoiid  at  8.15  tbis  iiioriiiiif;.    I  rn])lnr('(l  niiiiiy  };uus.    The  enemy  left, 
ill  }i;reiit  haste.     The  city  is  on  tiro  in  two  places.     Am  m.-ikins  every  ctlort  to  put  it 
out.     The  people  received  us  Avitli  untliusiastic  expressions  of  joy. 

General  Grant  started  eai'ly  this  morning  with  army  toward  the  Dan- 
ville road  to  cut  oft'  Lee's  retreating  army  if  i>ossible.  President  Lin- 
coln has  gone  to  the  front. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Asuigtant  Adjutant-  General. 


AviUL  3,  1SG5. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers,  City  Point,  Va.: 

Petersburg  was  evacuated  last  night.     Pursuit  will  be  inuiiediately 
made. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieuteiiant-Getieral 


I'ETBllSUUKCii,  April  3,  lS(i5. 

Col.  T.  S.  IJOAVEUS,  City  Point,   Va.: 

Say  to  the  President  that  an  ofticer  and  escort  will  attend  him,  but 
as  to  myself  I  start  toward  the  Dain'ille  load  with  the  army.  I  want 
to  cut  oft'  as  much  of  Lee's  armv  as  possible. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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(JiTV  ToiNT,  Va.,  A2trU  3,1865 — 5.15  2).  m. 
Lieuteiiaut-Geueral  Guant: 

1  have  been  unable  to  get  a  dispatch  to  you  siuce  9  this  niorniiig.  I 
regretted  to  learn  from  the  President,  who  has  just  returued,  that  you 
did  not  receive  Weitzel's  dispatch  announcing  that  he  took  ])ossession 
of  Eiclimond  at  8.15  this  morning.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  siuce. 
Am  sending  prisoners  as  fast  as  they  come  in  to  Point  Lookout. 

T.  S.  130WEE8, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sutukkland's  Station,  South  Sidk  Kailkoau, 

Aj}ril  3,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  \V.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  The  moveuients  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  when  you  were 
here  commenced  on  the  28th,  and,  notwithstanding  two  days  of  rain 
which  followed,  rendering  roads  almost  impassable  even  for  cavalry, 
terminated  in  the  fall  of  both  Itichmond  and  Petersburg  this  morning. 
The  mass  of  Lee's  army  was  whipped  badly  south  of  Petersburg,  and 
to  save  the  remnant  he  was  forced  to  evacuate  Itichnioud.  We  have 
about  12,000  prisoners,  and  stragglers  are  being  picked  up  in  large 
numbers.  From  all  causes  I  do  not  estimate  his  loss  at  less  than 
2.>,000.  Sheridan,  with  his  cavalry  and  one  corps  of  infantry,  was  on 
our  extreme  left.  The  attack  which  ended  the  contest  was  made  in  the 
center.  All  to  the  light  of  the  point  of  attack  were  forced  into  Peters- 
burg, or  killed,  or  cai)tiired.  Those  to  the  left  of  it  were  cut  off  (oar 
left)  and  forced  to  retreat  up  the  Appomattox.  Sheridan  pushed  in 
and  intercepted  them,  forcing  them  to  the  north  side,  and  with  great 
loss.  TLe  troops  from  Petersburg,  as  well  as  those  from  liichmond, 
retreated  between  the  two  rivers,  and  there  is  every  indication  that 
they  will  endeavor  to  secure  Burkeville  and  Danville.  I  am  pursuing 
with  five  corps  and  the  cavalry  and  hope  to  capture  or  disperse  a  large 
number  more.  It  is  also  my  intention  to  take  Burkeville  and  hold  it 
until  it  is  seen  whether  it  is  a  part  of  Lee's  plan  to  hold  Lynchburg 
and  Danville.  The  railroad  from  Petersburg  uj)  can  soon  be  put  in 
condition  to  sux)ply  an  ainiy  at  that  place.  If  Lee  goes  beyond  Dan- 
ville you  will  have  to  take  care  of  him  with  the  force  you  have  for  a 
while.  It  is  reported  here  that  Johnston  has  evacuated  Kaleigh  and  is 
moving  i\\>  to  join  Lee.  Should  he  do  so  you  will  want  either  to  get  on 
the  railroad  south  of  him  to -hold  it  or  destroy  it  so  that  it  will  take 
him  a  long  time  to  repair  damages.  Should  Lee  go  to  Lynchburg  with 
his  whole  force  and  I  get  Burkeville  there  will  be  no  special  u.se  in  you 
going  any  farther  into  the  interior  of  North  Carolina.  There  is  no  con- 
tingency that  I  can  see  except  my  failure  to  seciure  Burkeville  that  will 
make  it  necessary  for  you  to  move  on  to  the  lloanoke  as  proposed  when 
you  were  here.  In  that  case  it  might  be  necessary  for  you  to  operate 
on  the  enemy's  lines  of  communication  between  Danville  and  Burke- 
ville, whilst  1  would  act  on  them  from  Eichmond  between  the  latter 
place  iind  Lynchburg.  This  army  has  now  won  a  most  decisive  victory 
and  followed  the  enemy.  This  is  all  that  it  ever  wanted  to  make  it  as 
good  an  army  as  ever  fought  a  battle. 

Yours,  truly. 

i;.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
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Headquakteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  18(>5 — <1.05  a.  m. 
Lieutenaiit-Geiieral  Gkant, 

Commundintj  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
(Jeueral  Piivke  telegraphs  tliat  rejiorts  from  First  and  Second 
Divisions,  Ninth  Corps,  indicate  tlie  enemy's  line  as  far  as  developed 
consists  only  of  skirmishers,  and  that  a  heavy  explosion  occurred  a 
little  after  3  a.  m.  in  the  heart  of  Petersbiirft.  General  Parke  further 
states  that  he  is  ascertaining  whether  the  enemy  have  retired.  I  have 
communicated  this  infoi-mation  to  Generals  Ord  and  Wright,  and 
directed  Generals  Parke  and  Wright  to  push  forward  strong  lines  of 
skirmishers,  and  use  every  eft'ort  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the 
enemy. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Meade's  Ueadquauteks, 

April  3,  1865 — i.40  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 
The  following  dispatch  is  just  received  from  General  Parke: 

Geiu'ial  Griffin,  comuianding  Seconil  Divisiou,  reports  '1.20  ii.  m.  that  (iunoral 
Culliii  hns  taken  posseBsion  of  the  entire  line  ut'  the  enemy's  works  in  his  front.  No 
enemy  appears  to  he  in  his  front. 

JNO.  G.  PAKlvE, 

yiujor-Venerul. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Ord.) 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Meade's  Headquarters, 

April  3,  1865 — 5.1U  a.  in. 
Lieutenaut-Geueral  Grant: 

The  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Ninth  Corps,  Colonel  Ely,  is  in 
possession  of  Petersburg. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Meade's  Headquarters, 

A-pril  3,  1805 — 5.50  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

From  both  Parke  aud  Wright  1  liave  the  report  no  enemy  in  their 
front  aud  Petersburg  evacuated. 

GEO.  G  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Grant's  Headquarters, 
April  3,  1865.    (Received  (i.M5  a.  m.) 
General  Meade  : 

Send  General  ColJis'  command  immediately  back  to  City  I'oint.  Do 
you  hear  anything  of  the  condition  of  the  railroad  and  bridges  in 
Petersburg? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
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llEAIKiTTABTKKS   AKMY   OF    TlIK   POTOMAC, 

April  3,  18()0—fl.sr,  a.  m. 
Lieutcnant-Geiieial  Gbant : 

Order.s  i.ssued  for  troops  from  City  Poiut  to  return,     i  luive  sent  to 
inquire  about  the  bridges  in  I'etersburg.     No  report  yet. 

GP30.  G.  MEADE, 

Mujor-Oenerul. 


Grant's  Headmuaktebs, 

April  3,  186:',. 
General  Mkauk  : 

You  will  march  immediately  with  your  army  up  the  Appomattox, 
taking  the  River  road,  leaving  one  division  to  liold  Petersburg  and  the 
railroad. 

U.  S.  GKA]^T, 

Lieutcnant-deHerul. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
River  Road,  near  tintherJmifPs  /Station,  Ax^ril.  3,  ISdo — 3  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  (tRANT : 

1  have  directed  General  Wright  with  the  Sixth  Corps  to  proceed  up 
the  Eiver  road  till  he  crosses  the  road  leading  from  Sutherland's  Sta- 
tion to  Exeter  Mills  and  then  to  halt.  General  Parke,  with  two  divis- 
ions of  the  Ninth  Corps,  will  be  moved  in  rear  of  Wright.  The  supply 
trains  of  the  Second,  Sixth,  aiul  Ninth  Corps  I  have  directed  to  come 
after  us  on  the  Cox  road  because  the  River  road  is  very  bad  and  I 
doubt  if  the  trains  could  be  gotten  over  it.  I  understand  the  Second 
Corps  has  crossed  the  Appomattox  at  Exeter  Mills.  I  was  under  the 
impression  I  was  to  follow  the  infantry  under  the  command  of  Major- 
(xeneral  Sheridan.  My  headquarters  will  be  foi-  the  night  at  near 
Sutherland's  Station.    I  will  await  further  orders. 

GEO.  (i.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Heai)C)uarters  Army  ok  the  Potomac, 

Ax^ril  ,9,  ISOo — 9.15  p.  )n. 
General  Grant: 

I  send  you  a  dispatch  just  received  from  Major-General  riumphreys.* 
He  is  on  the  Namozine  road,  has  not  crossed  the  Appomattox,  and  is 
moving  under  General  Sheridan's  orders,  and  has  received  no  notitica- 
tiou  from  General  Sheridan  that  he  is  returned  to  my  command,  lie 
is  rationed  till  to-morrow  night.  1  will  send  three  days'  rations  up  to 
him  ahead  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  1  understand  the  Fifth  Corps  trains 
are  on  tins  road;  if  this  is  the  case  I  cannot  get  off  till  their  trains 
have  cleared  tiie  road.  If  General  Sheridan  has  not  been'advised  of 
the  Second  Corps  being  returned  to  my  command  1  would  suggest  its 
being  done,  or  an  order  from  your  headquarters  being  sent  to  General 
Humphreys,  as  confusion  may  arise  from  a  conflict  of  authority. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Geueral. 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Webb,  0.25  p.  iii.,  p.  516. 
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Hkadquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

April  3,  1805. 

Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
You  will  furnisli  to  General  Humphreys  the  rations  called  for  by 
hiui  at  tlie  earliest  moment  possible,  in  accordance  with  your  sugges- 
tion of  9.15  this  evening.  Inclosed  are  orders  for  General  Humphreys 
to  report  to  you  hereafter,  except  that  on  to  morrow  he  will  follow  the 
route  of  march  designated  for  him  by  General  Sheridan. 
By  cojnmand  of  Lieuteuant-General  Grant: 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
lAeutenani-Golonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — Please  forward  to  General   Humphreys  tlie  order  by  one  of 
yonr  officers. 

[Incliisure.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Sutherland's  Station,  April  3,  I860. 

Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 
You  will  hereafter  report  to  Major-General  Meade,  commanding  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  for  orders.    On  the  morrow,  however,  you  will  follow 
the  route  of  march  designated  for  you  by  General  Sheridan. 
liv  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
JAeutenant-Golonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dkpt.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

J^o.  158.  )  ^yashington,  April  3,  1805. 

*  ****** 

12.  So  much  of  Special  Orders,  No.  149,  March  28,  1SC5,  from  this 
office,  as  directed  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Francis  0.  Barlow,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
to  report  in  person  to  Major-General  Hancock  for  assignment  to  duty, 
is  hereby  revoked,  and  he  wijl  report  in  person  for  orders  to  Major- 
General  Meade,  commanding  Army  of  tlie  Potomac. 

•  **##** 

21.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Hoffman,  coumiissary-general  of  i^ris- 
oners,  will  at  once  proceed  to  City  Point,  Va.,  and  report  in  person  to 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States, 
on  business  connected  with  prisoners  of  war.  General  Hofl'mau  is 
authorized  to  take  one  clerk  with  liim.  The  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment will  furnish  the  necessary  transportiition. 


By  order  of  tlie  Secretary  of  N\':ir: 

33   R    K — VOL    XLVl,  PT    111 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
A ssisian t  Adjutant-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Army  ov  'J'he  Potomac, 

No.  85.  j  April  3,  1865. 

I.  The  Third  Division,  Second  Corps,  will  be  immediately  put  en 
route  to  rejoin  its  corps  by  the  liiver  road.  The  Sixth  Corps  will  follow 
on  the  same  road.  Major-General  Parke  will  designate  a  division  of 
his  corps  to  occupy  Petersburg  and  guard  the  railroad  depots.  The 
Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  will  leport  to  the  commanding  otticer  of 
this  divisiou.  Major-General  Parke  will  with  the  remaining  divisions 
of  his  corps  follow  the  Sixth  Corps.  The  trains  of  the  Second,  Sixth, 
and  Ninth  Corps  will  be  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg,  and 
will  follow  the  army.  Major-General  Parke  will  order  the  movements 
of  his  rear  division  so  as  to  be  able  to  protect  the  trains  in  case  of 
necessity.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren  will  take  command  of  all  the 
troops  at  City  Point,  Petersburg,  and  on  the  railroad.  Headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac  will  for  the  day  be  at  or  near  the  head  of  the 
Sixth  Corps. 

II.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  for  tomorrow:  The 
Sixth  Corps  will  march  at  5  a.  m.  westward  upon  the  liiver  road ;  a 
staff  officer  from  these  headquarters  will  report  at  that  hour  to  Major- 
General  Wright,  commanding  the  corps,  to  lead  the  column.  The  army 
headquarters  train  will  follow  the  Sixth  Corjis  on  the  same  road.  The 
Ninth  Corps  will  follow  the  army  headquarters  train  ou  the  liiver  road. 
The  supply  trains  of  the  Second,  Sixth,  aud  Ninth  Corps  will  follow  the 
Ninth  Corps,  and  as  closely  as  possible. 

III.  To  insure  an  early  prelimiuary  report  of  the  recent  operations 
of  this  army  commanding  ofiicers  of  corps  and  independent  com- 
manders will  at  once  forward  to  these  headquarters  the  retun»s  of  cas- 
ualties in  their  respective  commands  during  the  actions  since  the  28th 
instant,  together  with  statements  of  the  number  of  prisoners  and  num- 
ber of  colors  taken  by  them  since  the  same  date. 

IV.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  L.  Le  Conte,  medical  inspector,  U.  S.  Army,  having 
reported  for  duty  in  obedience  to  paragraph  24,  Special  Orders,  No. 
12G,  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  is  announced  as  medical 
inspector  for  the  army. 

V.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  director,  medical  ofiftcers 
are  directed  not  to  permit  the  use  of  any  building  in  Petersburg  for 
hospital  i)urposes  or  temporary  accommodations  for  the  sick  and 
wounded.  Should  circumstances  require  shelter  for  them  tents  will  be 
pitched  for  the  purpose. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade:' 

GEO.  B.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  A  djntant- General. 


Cavalry  Hkadquartebs, 

April  5,  18(>r>. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 
General  :  Major-General  Sheridan  directs  that  you  move  your  corps 
at  once  on  the  direct  road  to  the  bridge  across  Namozine  Creek.     Take 
the  pontoon  bridge  train  with  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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River  Eoad,  about  two  Miles  west  of 

Junction  op  Cox's  and  Rivbe  Eoads, 

April  3,  1865—2.05  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittiee, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  Major  Biughain  was  mistaken  in  stating  that  the  Second 
Division  was  coming  on  the  liiver  road.  1  took  the  River  road,  Jeft  the 
request  with  General  Wright,  -which  he  granted,  and  pushed  on,  meet- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  at  this  point,  Colonel  Woodall,  First 
1  )elaware,  \vho  had  come  from  Petersburg  expecting  to  find  Second 
Division  on  this  road.  1  am  now  going  to  cut  across  into  Cox's  road, 
and  send  this  back  for  your  information,  allowing  General  Wright  to 
see  it  for  his. 

KespectfuHv,  &c., 

CLIFFORD  STICKNEY, 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps. 


Headquakteks  (avalry  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
jMajor-Geueral  Humphreys,  Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  :  Major-Geueral  Sheridan  desires  that  you  mass  your 
corps  at  or  near  Williamson's  house  (where  his  headquarters  were  last 
night)  and  await  further  orders.  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  seems  to  be  com- 
pletely demoralized,  and  we  are  picking  up  numbers  of  his  troops.  His 
men  ie])ort  that  he  was  killed  at  Petersburg  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Acting  Aide- de- Camp. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

April  3,  1865—3.30  p.  m. 

ISfajor-General  Humphreys,  Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 

General:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  which  is 
just  received,  I  am  directed  by  MajorGeneral  Sheridan  to  s.ay  thjit  he 
has  been  informed  by  General  Grant  that  tlie  Army  of  the  Potomac  is 
movingin  this  direction  upon  the  north  sideof  the  Appomattox,  and  the 
tioo])S  of  the  Army  of  the  James  by  Cox's  road.  The  general  presumes 
that  the  trains  of  the  army  will  be  moved  in  conformity  with  the  march 
of  the  troops,  and  therefore  desires  that  you  will  follow  the  Fifth  Corps 
with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  NEWHALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
April  3,  1865.    (Received  4,15  p.  m.) 

MajorGeneral  Humphreys,  Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  follow 
the  Fifth  Corps  after  making  the  crossing  of  the  Namozine  Creek. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Mrs.  Cousins^  House,  Amelia  Court-House,  April  3, 1865. 
Major-Geueral  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 
General:  I  am  iustructed  by  Major-Geueral  Sheridan  to  say  that 
you  can  [halt]  your  corps  atNauioziiie  Church  or  come  on  to  this  place, 
just  as  you  may  think  best.  Our  headquarters  are  at  Mrs.  Cousins' 
house,  on  the  Amelia  Court-House  road  and  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
road. 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  P6tomac, 

April  3,  1865 — i.30  p.  m. 

Major-Geueral  Humphreys  : 

Under  instructions  of  the  lieutenant-general  Major-General  Meade 
resumes  command  of  the  Second  Corps.  You  will,  therefore,  report  to 
him.  You  will  find  your  train  moving  up  on  the  Cox  and  Namozine 
roads.     Eeport  your  position.     What  supplies  have  you. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — General  Meade  has  sent  back  for  Hays  and  ordered  the  roads 
opened  for  him,  understanding  he  is  not  with  you. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—6.35  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  just  received  your  note  through  Major  Meade.  The  head  of 
my  column  is  about  two  miles  beyond  Namozine  Creek  on  the  route 
followed  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  I  am  directed  to  follow  by  Major- 
General  Sheridan,  the  point  at  which  I  am  to  halt  not  having  been 
designated.  We  are  rationed  until  tomorrow  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—8.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 
General:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  7.30  p.  m.  of  this  date, 
General  Sheridan  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  no  instructions  from 
the  lieutenant-general  in  regard  to  your  corps,  but  in  view  of  Major- 
General  Meade's  dispatch  to  you  he  will  now  consider  your  command 
under  General  Meade's  orders,  and  desires  that  you  will  report  to  him 
accordingly  if  you  have  not  already  received  instructions  from  him  in 
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regard  to  your  movements  for  to-morrow.  Oeueral  Sheridan  directs 
me  to  add  for  your  information  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  is  in  position 
this  morning  [evening?]  on  the  other  side  of  Deep  Creek,  and  a  large 
wagon  train  of  theirs  is  reported  there.  General  Sheridan  will  move 
early  to-morrow  morning  with  the  cavalry  and  Fifth  Corps  upon  the 
direct  road  from  this  point  to  the  Eichmoud  and  Danville  Kailroad, 
which  it  intersects  at  a  point  about  midway  between  Amelia  Court 
House  and  Burkeville. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

P.  C.  NEWHALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cavalry  Headquariers, 

April  3,  1863. 
Major-Geueral  Htjmphreys, 

Commanding  Second.  A  rmy  Corps : 
General:  The  Fifth  Corps  will  march  at  6  a.  m,  to-morrow  and  fol- 
low General  Crook's  division  of  cavalry.  Our  cavalry  advance  on  the 
road  to  Bevill's  Bridge  and  at  Deep  Creek.  The  bridge  is  down  on  that 
road  and  the  enemy  have  efl'ected  the  crossing.  The  resistance  made 
by  the  enemy'to  our  advance  was  very  feeble.  The  woods  are  reported 
to  be  full  of  stragglers  from  the  enemy,  all  without  arms,  and  quite  a 
number  of  the  troops  left  of  the  rebels  are  unarmed.  General  Bar- 
ringer,  a  rebel  cavalry  general,  was  captured  to-day  and  has  just  been 
brought  in. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Obdkrs.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
The  corps  will  move  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  following  the  Fifth  Corps, 
on  the  road  we  now  are  on,  in  the  following  order:  First,  Third  Divis- 
ion, its  artillery  and  teams;  second,  pontoon  train;  third.  First  Divis- 
ion, artillery  and  trains;  fourth,  Second  Division,  artillery  and  trains. 
The  Second  Division  will  start  sufficiently  early  to  allow  no  gap 
between  that  and  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

CHAS.  a.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  I860. 
Brevet  Major-Geueral  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General:  It  is  probable  that  orders  to  move  will  soon  be  received. 
General  Humphreys  wishes  you  to  be  notified  to  that  effect,  and  also 
that  when  we  move  the  trains  will  move  to  the  rear  of  the  corps  to  be 
attended  by  a  small  guard. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjvtant-General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—9.35  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  IHvinion: 

General:  The  maior-general  commandinu  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  at  once  up  tlie  Eiver  road  to  the  forks,  at  E.  Williams', 
aud  then  take  right-hand  road.  General  Hays  will  follow  you,  then 
pontoon  train  comes,  and  then  your  trains,  for  which  you  will  furnish 
guard  as  directed  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  A.  WHITTIEK, 
A ssistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Orders.]        Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Second  Armv  Cores, 

April  3,  1865. 
The  division  will  move  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  in  the  following  order: 
First  Brigade,  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  artil- 
lery, trains. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-Geneial  Miles: 

RICHAED  A.  BKOWN, 
Ijieutenant-Colonel  and  Aating  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hkadqitarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
General  Mott: 

The  general  commanding  the  corps  understands  that  the  cavalry  cut 
into  you  to-day  and  separated  your  men.  He  thinks  that  you  had  bet- 
ter have  staff  ofBcers  look  out  in  the  morning  for  any  left  behind  and 
have  them  join. 

Very  respectfully, 

GHAS.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
General  Mott: 

Please  leave  a  staff"  officer  where  you  change  direction  to  notify 
General  Hays  of  the  road  at  the  point  where  you  find  a  staff  officer  to 
direct  you. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  MoTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
General  :  You  will  encamp  to-night  near  the  camp  of  the  First 
Division,  throwing  out  pickets  for  protection  of  your  camp.    Head- 
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quarters  of  corps  will  be  at  Coleman's  house.  You  can  camp  near  the 
stream  which  is  about  half  a  mile  from  Miles  toward  you.  Please 
notify  me  of  your  headquarters. 

By  command  of  MajorGeiieral  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

HEADtJlTARTKKt!    THIRD    DIVISION,  SECOND    ARMY   CORPS, 

April  3,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Second  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  This  division  is  in  camp  on  tl^e  right  of  the  road  and 
opposite  rear  of  First  Division.    My  headquarters  are  in  grove  of 
evergreens  at  the  edge  of  the  field  in  front  of  my  division. 
Terj'  respet.'tfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  (      Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Bo.  2().  )  April  3,  1865. 

Tlie  corps  will  march  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow,  4th  instant,  and  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Crawford's  division. 

2.  Batteries;  Bartlett's  division. 

3.  Batteries;  Ayres' division. 

4.  The  route  to  be  taken  is  the  direct  road  from  Burkeville  to  Amelia 
Court-House.  The  road  indicated  intersects  the  railroad  about  midway 
between  Burkeville  and  Amelia  Court-House. 

5.  Ambulances  in  rear  of  column.     Trains  in.  rear  of  ambulances. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  GrifSu: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQTfARTEKS   ARMY    OF    THE   POTOMAC, 

April  3,  1865 — 4.05  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  push  forward  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers  and  use  every  effort  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the 
enemy.     Please  acknowledge  receipt. 

GEO.  13.  KUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Parke,  with  additional  remark — Dispatch 
received.) 


Headquarters  Six'J'H  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865.     (Received  4.25  a.  m.) 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  pushing  forward  skirmishers  is  received. 

H.  G.  weight. 

Major-  General. 
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Headqiiaktkbs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  1865—5  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps  : 
General  Parke  reports  uo  enemy  iii  his  front.     How  is  it  with  you? 
Push  out  promptly. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—5,35  a.  m. 
Gol.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
I  am  just  in  from  the  front.     There  is  nothing  there.      I  await  further 
orders. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Wright's  Headquarters, 

April  3,  1865—5.36  o'clock. 
Ool.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 
1  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  skirmish  line,   which  was  promptly 
pushed  forward. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the.  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865 — 6  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  Mott  up  the 
Eiver  road  to  join  Humphreys  as  soon  as  possible.    Move  witli  your 
whole  corps  at  once,  following  Mott  and  keeping  control  of  him  until 
he  shall  report  to  Humphreys. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865—7  a.  m. 

Major-General  Wright  : 

Mott  is  of  your  command,  except  in  case  of  your  overtaking   Hum- 
phreys. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hkadquaktkr.s  Sixth  Akmy  Corps, 

April  .9,  1865—7.30  a.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Roger  A.  Pryor  was  fouml  in    Petprsbm-",'   tliis  moriiiiif;.      He   says 
Richmond  is  evasuated. 

H.  (..  WKIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Hkadqttabtkks  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—7.40  a.  m. 
Major  General  Webb: 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Hamblin,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  who  entered  Petersburg  witli  his  command  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning  saw  Eoger  A.  Pryor,  who  told  him  that  he  had  seen 
General  Lee  within  two  days,  and  that  he  is  very  bitter  and  disposed 
to  fight  it  out  to  the  last.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  Pryor  exam- 
ined by  some  competent  person'?  It  is  also  reported  that  the  enemy 
have  formed  line  about  five  miles  from  Petersburg,  ou  the  Eichmond 
road. 

IT.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


Mkadvvaktk.rs  Sixth  Army  Corps. 

April  3,  1865—7.55  n.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

I  have  a  letter  written  in  Petersburg  at  7.30  p.m.  yesterday  by  a  staff 
officer  of  General  A.  P.  Hill,  which  informs  his  mother  that  General 
Hill  was  killed  yesterday.  We  have  much  other  evidence  to  show  that 
be  was  killed  in  the  attack  of  this  corps  yesterday. 

H.  (..  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General. 


|HKAT)CiTTAKTHRS    AKMY    OF    THE   POTOMAC, 

April  3,  1865]— 3.15  p.  m. 
General  Wright: 

Press  to  the  front,  using  General  Meade's  name  to  obtain  right  ol 
way.    Bring  up  artillery.     Press  to  front  as  far  as  possible. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.  1  ITEAnQTiARTERS  Sixth  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—7.30  a.  vi. 
The  corps  will  move  at  once  ui)  the  River  road,  following  General 
Mott's  division.     Order  of  march:  Second  Division,   First  Division, 
Third  Division. 

The  battery  now  with  each  division  will  acconn)any  it,   jind  the 
remaining  batteries  will  follow  the  First  Division. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Amiistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders.]  ]lEAr>QiJARTKRs  Sixth  Corps, 

April  3,  J865. 
The  corps  will  move  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow  upon  the  Eiver  road  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  march  of  to-day  in  the  following'  order:   First  Divis- 
ion, Third  Division,  Second  Division. 

***♦**« 

The  commander  of  the  Second  Division  will  furnish  a  proper  rear 
guard  as  escort  to  the  trains.     Division  and  brigade  headquarters  trains, 
division  ambulances,  and  the  battery  of  artillery  now  assigned  to  each 
division,  will  accompany  the  division  to  which  they  belong. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  L 


Hkadqtiartkrs  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865 — 3.30  n.  m. 
General  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Beports  from  First  and  Second  Divisions  indicate  that  the  enemy's 
line  as  far  as  developed  consists  of  only  skirmishers.    A  heavy  explo- 
sion occurred  a  few  minutes  since  in  the  heart  of  the  city.     I  am  ascer- 
taining if  the  enemy  have  retired. 

J  NO.  a.  J>AEKE, 

Major-  General. 

(Copy  to  Major-General  Wright.) 


[Aprii^  3,  180."). — For  Kuggles  to  Parke,  4.0.5  ».  in.,  see  v-  •'>19-] 


Hkadvuaktkks  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1866 — i.l5  a.  m. 
Col.  (iKOBGE   D.    BUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
Dispatch  of  4.03  received.     I  had   already  orde.rmi  the  skirinisli  line 
to  advance. 

JNO.  (i.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


JtKADyllARTKHS   NlNTH   ARMY    CORPS, 

April  3,  1865 — \4.30  a.  in.] 
Maior-Geiieral  WeBB, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  Griffin,  commanding  Second  Division,  reports  4.20  a.  m.  that 
General  CoUis  has  taken  possession  of  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy's 
works  in  his  front.     No  enemy  appears  to  be  in  his  front. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headqttabtkbs  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April,  5,  1865—5  a.  m. 
Major-Geiieral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Generiil  Willcox  sends  me  following-  dispatch: 

4.50  A.  M. 
Major-Geueral  Pakkb: 

The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Ely,  is  in  possession  of  the  town.     I  Lave  directed 
him  to  take  command  and  establish  guards  to  protect  property  and  prevent  pillage. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major-G eneral . 

PARKE, 

[Indurseme.nt.] 
HEAnQUABTKRS    ArMY    OF    THE   POTOMAC, 

April  3, 1865. 
Kespectfnlly  forwarded  for  the  information  of  Major-General  Wright. 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865 — 5.10  a.  m. 
Major-Geneial  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff; 
Shall  I  not  order  General  Benhani  and  his  (iommand  to  return  to 
City  Point,  as  I  hear  they  are  in  great  need  of  troops  there  to  guard 
prisoners? 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Paeke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

The  coniniauding  general  directs  that  the  troops  from  about  City 
Point,  now  serving  with  you,  be  immediately  sent  back  to  their  station. 
Please  acknowledge. 

GEO.  1).  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865—6  r.  «i. 
Major-Geueral  Parke: 

Leaving  one  division  to  guard  Petersburg  and  the  railroad,  move 
with  the  rest  of  your  command  up  the  Cox  road,  west. 
By  order  of  General  Meade: 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865—6.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Pabke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 
The  two  divisions  of  your  corps  that  move  will  follow  the  Sixth 
Corps  on  the  River  road,  instead  of  marching  on  the  Cox  road. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—6.30  a.  m. 
Major-Gen  eral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Shall  I  take  with  me  Generals  Benham's  and  Collis'  troops!  I  would 
like  to  know  about  what  hour  I  will  be  required  to  move  with  the  two 
divisions.  There  are  some  preparations  necessary  to  make  that  may 
require  some  little  time.  Shall  I  take  with  the  divisions  the  garrisons 
of  the  forts  that  belong  to  them? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865 — 6.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke: 

Collis  and  Benham  are  already  ordered  back.  You  are  to  take  with 
you  your  garrisons  efforts  and  your  pickets  belonging  to  the  two  divis- 
ions, if  you  have  any  out.  You  move  after  Wright.  Telegraph  him 
and  he  will  let  you  know  how  soon  he  can  get  off. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Breret  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Heaziquarteks  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865 — 6.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Colonel  Sanders,  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  the  dismounted 
men  now  picketing  the  rear  line  will,  I  presume,  be  left  in  their  present 
position.    If  so,  I  will  direct  them  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  division  left  to  guard  Petersburg.     Am  I  right? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865—7.05  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

General  Meade  directs  that  you  take  the  first  cross-road  to  the  Cox 
road.  Do  not  go  ahead  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  Guard  the  South  Side 
Railroad  as  far  as  the  rear  of  the  army  back  to  Sutherland's  Station. 
Leave  detachments  of  not  less  than  one  brigade  at  each  post.     Use  the 
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divisiou  now  with  the  train  on  Cox's  road  for  this  purpose  as  far  as 
possible.  General  Willcox  will  protect  the  road  at  Sutherland's  Sta- 
tion.   When  he  comes  up  you  will  use  his  division  to  extend  out. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Hbadquakters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Webb: 
The  following-  just  received : 

Headquartf.ks  Thikd  Division,  Ninth  Army  Cokps, 

Petemhurg — 6.2S  a.  m. 
General  Tarke: 

The  bridges  crossing  the  river  cau  be  saved  by  a  littlo  effort.  I  have  the  fire- 
engines  at  'work  for  this  purpose.  Citizens  report  the  enemy  fortifying  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  river. 

.1.  V.  HARTRANFT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb: 

The  following'  from  signal  station,  ou  river,  is  just  received: 

Walthall  Signal  Station — ^7.15  a.  m. 
The  enemy  have  evacuated  Fort  Clifton,  leaving  all  the  guns  in  position.    There 
is  no  enemy  visible  to  our  right  of  Fort  Clifton. 

J.  R.  HUMPHREY. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3, 1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Am  1  to  understand  that  I  am  to  leave  the  dismounted  cavalry  and 
Colonel  Sanders'  Pennsylvania  cavalry  with  the  commander  of  the 
division  left  behind,  or  take  it  with  me?    I  have  no  other  cavalry  than 
this. 

JNO.  G,  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  3,  1865—7.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

Save  the  bridges.  Leave  the  cavalry  with  Hartranft  or  the  com- 
mander of  the  division  left  behind.  Keep  dismounted  cavalry  and 
Colonel  Sanders'  Second  Pennsylvania. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB,     • 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


526  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVin. 

Headquakteks  Army  or  the  Potomac, 
Sutherland's  Bouse,  April  3, 1865 — 5.50  d'cloclt. 
Major-General  Parke,  Commanding  Kinth  Corps  : 

Major-Geueral  Meade  directs  that  wlieu  you  shall  have  come  up  with 
General  Wright  you  will  bivouac  near  him,  and  report  where  your  head- 
quarters will  be. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—9.15  a.  m. 
General  Patrick, 

Provost-Marshal-General,  City  Point: 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  flooded  with  jH-isoners  and  hope  the 
tide  will  rise  still  higher.     General  Benham  and  General  Collis  were 
ordered  some  time  since  with  their  commands  to  return  to  City  Point, 
1  presume  they  are  now  on  the  way. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 


Hkauqitarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865. 
Division  Commanders: 

Major-General  Willcox  will  with  his  division  guard  Petersburg  and 
the  railroad.  The  Second  and  Third  Divisions  will  at  once  prepare  to 
march  with  the  prescribed  amount  of  supplies  and  ammunition,  report- 
ing to  these  headquarters  as  soon  as  preparations  are  completed.  The 
chief  of  artillery  will  detail  such  batteries  as  are  required  for  the  two 
moving  divisions,  in  accordance  with  the  programme  for  artillery 
required  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  its  present  movement.  The 
remaining  artillery  will  be  left  with  the  First  Division  under  charge  of 
an  officer  of  the  Artillery  Brigade,  who  will  be  instructed  to  report  to 
Major-General  Willcox.  The  quartermaster's,  subsistence,  and  medical 
departments  will  make  their  arrangements  in  accordance  with  the  fore- 
going. Colonel  Sanders,  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  with  his  com- 
mand will  report  for  instructions  to  Major-General  Willcox. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YODNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


April  3,  [1865]— 3.10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox,  Commanding  First  Division: 

Your  dispatch  of  2.40  received.  The  general  commanding  does  not 
desire  to  have  your  main  force  invohed,  but  wishes  skirmishers  to  be 
thrown  forward  along  your  line.  Similar  reports  come  from  the  Sec- 
ond Division's  front. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  G.  LOEING, 

Brevet- Colonel. 

3.15  A.  M. 
The  explosion  just  noted.    The  general  directs  that  skirmishers  be 
advanced,  care  being  taken  to  keep  connection. 


Chap.  LVni.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  527 

Headquartkrs  Ninth  Aumy  Coups, 

April  3, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  O,  B.  Willoox,  Commandinc/  First  Division: 

(tENERAL:  Major-Geueral  Parke  directs  me  to  inclose  copy  of  tele- 
gram* just  received  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potoiiiac  and  say, 
iu  connection  therewith,  that  your  division  will  be  left  for  the  duty  of 
guarding  Petersburg  and  the  lailroad.  He  directs,  therefore,  that  you 
at  once  relieve  all  troops  other  than  your  own  in  and  around  Peters- 
burg, directing  them  to  leturn  to  their  camps,  that  they  may  prepare 
to  march  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 

JNO.  0.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


April  3,  1865—3.15  a.  m. 
General  S.  G.  Griffin,  Commanding  Second  Division  : 

Your  dispatch  2  a.  m.  just  received.  Similar  reports  from  the 
First  Division.  Enemy  have  just  exploded  ordnance  depot  in  the 
city.  The  general  directs  that  only  a  line  of  skirmishers  be  thrown 
forward  and  the  condition  of  the  enemy  tested  as  indicated  iu  your 
dispatch.  He  does  not  desire  to  bring  on  an  engagement  before  5. 
KespectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

OUAS.  G.  LOEING, 

Brevet  Colonel. 


HEAD(,>nARTERS    NiNTH    AuMY    COEPS, 

April  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  fS.  G.  Griffin,  Gommandiny  Second  Division: 

General:  The  couimanding  general  directs  me  to  inclose  copy 
oi'  telegram*  just  received  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  say  in  connection  therewith,  that  your  division  will  march,  and 
that  he  desires  you  will  at  once  collect  all  your  pickets,  garrisons, 
&c.,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice.  You  will  be 
notified  when  to  start  as  soon  as  the  commanding  general  hears  from 
General  Wright. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general.  Aery  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headqitarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—7.30  a.  m. 
General  S.  G.  Griffin,  Commanding  Second  Division : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve  General  Collis 
and  his  command  and  direct  him  to  report  to  General  Benham  at 
once. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■  GHAS.  G.  LOEING, 

Drevet  Colonel. 


*  See  WeV>l>  to  Parke,  fi  a.  m.,  p.  .523. 
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Headquakters  Thied  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  [April  3,  1865]— 6.25  a.  m. 

Major-General  Parke: 

Tlie  bridges  crossing  the  river  can  be  saved  by  a  little  eflFort.  I  have 
the  fire  engines  at  work  for  this  purpose.  Citizens  report  the  enemy 
fortifying  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

J.  r.  HARTEANFT, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


IlEADQXTAKTEKS   NINTH    ARMY   CORPS, 

April  3,  1865—7.35  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Hartranft, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve  General  Hamblin, 
and  order  him  to  report  to  his  division  now  moving  westward  on  River 
road. 

Resi)ectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

CHAS.  G.  LURING, 

Brevet  Colonel. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Arty.  Brig.,  9th  A.  G., 

No.  55.  ]  April  5, 1865. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  Rogers  and  the  3  officers  and  105  men  of  the  First  Con- 
necticut Artillery,  who  advanced  with  the  charging  column  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  instant,  and  who  so  successfully  and  gallantly,  after 
turning  the  captured  guns  upon  the  enemy,  served  them  during  a  severe 
engagement,  are  relieved  from  the  special  duty  and  will  rejoin  their 
companies. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Tidbal] : 

THOS.  HEASLEY, 
Lieutenant,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Petersburg,  April  .?,  1865 — 70.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

Lieutenant  Allen,  of  your  staff,  has  just  reached  here.  I  have  no 
special  orders  to  send  further  than  those  taken  by  Major  Hudson,  of 
my  staff,  this  morning.  The  troops  got  off  from  here  early,  marching 
by  the  River  and  Cox  roads.  It  is  understood  that  the  enemy  will 
make  a  stand  at  Amelia  Court-House,"  with  the  expectation  of  holding 
the  road  between  Danville  and  Lynchburg.  The  first  object  of  present 
movement  will  be  to  intercept  Lee's  army,  and  the  second  to  secure 
Burkeville.  1  have  ordered  the  road  to  be  ]>ut  in  order  up  to  the  latter 
place  as  soon  as  possible.  I  shall  hold  that  place  if  Lee  stops  at  Dan- 
ville, and  shall  hold  it  anyhow  until  his  policy  is  indicated.  Make  your 
movements  according  to  this  programme. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

P.  S. — I  sliall  move  by  tlie  Cox  road.  Will  start  from  here  about 
12  m. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 
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Oavaluy  Headquabtebs, 

April  3,  1865—1.45  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Geu.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
General:  Before  receiving  your  dispatch  I  Lad  anticipated  the 
evacuation  of  Petersburg  and  bad  commenced  moving  west.    My  cav- 
alry is  nine  miles  beyond  Namozine  Greek,  and  is  pressing  the  enemy's 
trains.    I  shall  push  on  to  the  Danville  railroad  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Gomma/nding. 


Oavalby  Headquabtebs, 
'Namozine  Church,  T  «.,  April  3,  1865 — i.lO  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Geu.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General  :  At  11  a.  m.  the  cavalry  advance  was  three  miles  beyond 
Namoziiie  Creek,  on  the  main  road,  pushing  forward.  Up  to  that  hour 
General  Custer  had  captured  1  gun  and  10  caissons.  The  resistance 
made  by  the  enemy's  rear  guard  was  very  feeble.  The  enemy  threw 
their  artillery  ammunitiou  ou  the  sides  of  the  road  and  into  the  woods 
and  then  set  fire  to  the  fences  and  woods  through  which  the  shells  were 
strewn.  At  1  ]>.  m.  our  advance  was  at  Deep  Creek,  on  the  direct  road 
to  Bevill's  Bridge.  We  captui'ed  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  numbering 
between  200  and  300  men,  with  1  battle-flag.  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Wells'  cavalry  brigade  was  on  the  direct  road  to  Amelia  Court  House, 
seven  usiles  beyond  Namoziiie  Church.  Prisoners  report  quite  a  force 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  this  road.  The  roads  are  strewn  with  burn- 
ing and  broken-down  caissons,  ambulances,  wagons,  and  debris  of  all 
descriptions.  Up  to  this  hour  we  have  taken  about  1^200  x)risoners, 
mostly  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  and  all  accounts  report  the  woods  filled 
with  deserters  and  stragglers,  i)riucipally  of  this  corps.  One  of  our 
men,  recaptured,  reports  that  not  more  than  one  in  five  of  the  rebels 
have  arms  in  their  hands. 

r.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Sutherland's  Station,  April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

To-morrow  General  Ord  will  move  forward  by  the  Cox  road ;  Meade 
by  the  River  road;  until  after  crossing  Namoziue  Creek  he  will  follow 
the  road  up  the  north  side  of  the  creek.  The  Second  Corps,  now  north 
of  the  Appomattox,  will  return  to  the  south  side  of  the  Bevill's  Bridge. 
I  will  follow  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to-morrow.  Ord  is  on  our  left 
flank,  without  any  cavalry  to  watch  it.  I  wish  you  would  order  Mac- 
kenzie to  meet  him  to-morrow  at  White  Oak  Church,  or  in  that  vicinity. 
Do  you  hear  of  any  movement  ou  the  part  of  Johnston?  I  have  heard 
from  a  variety  of  sources  that  he  had  been  ordered  up  to  unite  with 
Lee.  If  you  can  get  scouts  through  to  Burkeville  to  ascertain  what 
is  there  I  wish  you  would  do  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Major-Genekal  Sheridan, 

April  3,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  AV.  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff  to  General  Sheridan  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  wounded  of  the  cavalry  and  Fifth 
Corps  were  left  at  the  following  places  for  want  of  transportation  to 
send  them  to  the  rear,  namely:  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  Union,  25; 
Confederate,  5.  There  may  be  more  at  this  place,  but  these  are  all 
that  have  been  officially  reported.  Fifth  Corps  hospital,  Sutherland's 
Station,  on  South  Side  Eailroad,  about  100;  and  perhaps  15  cavalrymen 
wounded  in  skirmishes  and  left  in  liouses  in  that  vicinity.  Twelve 
Confederate  wounded  were  captured  in  cars  and  left  at  Ford's  Station, 
on  South  Side  Kailroad.  Medical  officers  were  left  with  all  these 
wounded,  and  they  were  supplied  with  everything  sufficient  to  last 
them  three  days.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  wounded  remaining 
at  the  places  mentioned  be  sent  for  at  once,  and  the  battle-fields  near 
Dinwiddie  Court-House  and  Gravelly  Kun  Church,  and  the  houses  in 
their  immediate  vicinity,  be  thoroughly  searched  for  any  wounded  who 
may  have  been  left  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  movements  of  the  army 
and  the  very  limited  transportation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  GHISELIN, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

[InilorsemeDt.] 

Eespectfully  referred  to  LieuteuantGeneral  Grant,  commanding 
Armies  of  United  States,  with  a  request  that  the  wounded  men  of  tiie 
cavalry  now  in  the  vicinity  of  Dinwiddie  be  collected  and  sent  to  City 
Point  in  the  ambulances  belonging  to  the  troops  now  at  City  Point. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


April  3,  18H5. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  Prisoners  are  coming  in  constantly.  Enemy  has  without 
doubt  left  Petersburg.  There  seems  to  be  immense  demoralization  in 
the  rebel  army.  We  have  prisoners  from  Heth's  division  of  Hill's 
corps.  They  seem  to  have  been  badly  beaten  in  the  attack  by  our 
army.  They  say  another  fight  will  be  made  for  Eichmond,  but  think 
everything  is  gone  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEEEITT, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


April  3, 1865—12  m. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  I  shall  jiress  on  with  two  divisions  and  with  Mackenzie's 
division,  if  he  comes  up,  to  Bevill's  Bridge  across  the  Appomattox.     I 
learn  that  twenty-three  miles  of  wagon  trains  are  ahead.     If  a  division 
of  infantry  is  pushed  up  their  capture  is  insured. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEEEITT, 

Ttrfiiyfit    Mmnr-Genernl. 
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April  3,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth,  Ghitf  of  Staff: 

General:  We  are  now  at  Deep  Greek,  wbere  Captain  Martin  left 
us.  The  advance,  one  brigade,  Las  pushed  on  to  force  the  enemy  in 
front.  They  are  in  much  force  here  1  think.  They  will  try  to  hold 
this  creek  until  the  army  from  Richmond  can  get  out  this  way  toward 
Amelia  Gourt-House.  The  enemy  can  and  will  try  to  use  both  Bevill's 
and  Goode's  Bridges  if  their  army  moves  toward  Ameliu.  I  hear  they 
have  been  fortifying  near  Bevill's  Bridge  for  some  time  past,  using  all 
the  negroes  in  the  country  to  do  it.  People  here  say  we  will  have  to 
go  around  fifteen  miles  to  our  left  to  get  to  Bevill's  Bridge  as  Deep 
Greek  in  front  is  impassable.  Gajitaiu  Barle,  acting  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence,  has  just  come  in  with  dispatches  from  your  headquarters, 
stating  your  headquarters  will  be  at  Mrs.  Gousins'  house,  &c.  I  am 
satisfied  some  of  the  enemy  are  yet  north  of  the  Appomattox;  how 
much  I  don't  know.  The  force  in  our  front,  which  is  a  strong  one,  are 
without  doubt  moving  toward  our  right,  though  they  may  have  to 
travel  that  way  to  Amelia.  My  infoimation  is  that  they  do,  but  they 
have  all  said  they  were  going  to  Bevill's  Bridge.  I  think  there  is  no 
doubt,  from  what  I  hear,  that  a  force  of  infantry  pushed,  into  Amelia 
Gourt-House  would  get  the  entire  rebel  army.  The  Appomattox  is 
very  high.  The  enemy  are  having  much  trouble  in  crossing  streams  in 
their  route.  The  force  in  my  front  was  very  much  stampeded  to-day. 
The  whole  thing  is  gone  up.  I  will  operate  with  a  view  to  Amelia 
Gourt-House  to-morrow  morning  if  I  receive  no  orders.  I  must  have 
rations  if  pos.sible,  but  will,  of  course,  in  the  emergency  hurry  through 
if  possible.  There  is  little  or  nothing  in  the  country.  1  will  use  mills 
and  everything  else  if  I  can  find  them,  but  the  rations  should  be  hur- 
ried up.  We  have  captured  General  Barringer,  of  the  cavalry.  My 
headquarters  to-night  are  at  Doctor  Taylor's  house.  I  will  move  early 
in  the  morning  toward  Amelia  and  give  you  the  earliest  information 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MKRRITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Oavalry  Hkadquakteus, 

April  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Grook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division : 
General:  The  major  general  commanding  directs  that  [you]  move 
your  connnand  out  on  the  direct  road  to  the  crossing  of  the  Namozine 
Greek.    General  Guster  is  now  across  tlie  creek  and  out  about  eight 
miles,  pushing  on. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

April  3, 1865—8  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  march 
with  your  command  at  3  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  upon  the  direct 
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road  to  the  Eichmond  and  Dauville  Railroad  from  this  point.     The 
road  indicated  intersects  the  railroad  about  midway  between  Burkeville 
[and]  Amelia  Court-House. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  C.  NBWHALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


April  3,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Ord: 

General  Parke  reports  but  a  thin  line  of  skirmishers  in  his  front,  and 
thinks  the  enemy  leaving.  Parke  and  Wright  are  pushing  forward  a 
strong  skirmish  line.     I  wish  you  to  do  the  same. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutoiant-  Oeneral. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  3,  1865 — 5.30  a.  vi. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant  : 

General  Birney  reported  his  division  as  having  gone  into  town  at 
4.30  a.  m. 

E.  O,  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 

April  S,  1865—6.15  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant  : 

Just  received  the  following  from  Lieutenant  West,  General  Birney's 
aide-de-camp : 

Pbtershukg,  April  3. 
Gknkkai.:  Tlio  citizens  iuforni  me  that  Gttucr:i.l  JLee  inten<ls  to  flank  ns  on  the 
right  after  onr  army  enters  the  town. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

Eflorts  Avill  be  made  to  intercept  the  enemy,  who  are  evidently  push- 
ing toward  Danville.  Push  soutliwest  with  your  command  by  the  Oox 
road.     The  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  push  up  the  River  road. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord  : 

General  Sheridan  is  in  your  front  on  both  roads.  You  will  travel 
but  from  seven  to  ten  miles  in  advance.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac 
will  move  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  parallel.  I  will  be  on  the  Gox 
road. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Pktkbrburg,  April  3,  1865. 
Maj,  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord: 

You  will  halt  your  rear  division  at  the  point  where  it  may  be  when 
this  reaches  fyou|,  and  let  them  rest  there  until  further  orders  from 
these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-GenerHl  Grant: 

E.  S.  PAEKEll, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oencral. 


Headquaeters  Second  Division, 

Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 
J»i  Gamp  near  Wells^  Eoiise,  In  the  Field,  Va.,  April  3,  1S6S. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Theodore  Bead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral  : 
I  have  received  the  order  to  march  at  4  o'clock,  having  already 
encamped  at  the  Wells  house,  nine  miles  from  Petersburg,  and  had 
issued  Ihe  order  to  march  so  as  to  close  up  the  gap.  My  trains  liave 
been  much  interrupted  by  those  of  the  Second  Corps,  but  they  are 
closed  up  on  my  column.  One  ot  my  regiments,  the  Eighth,  has  staid 
behind,  having  probably  been  stopped  by  some  staff  officer  and  sent 
back  to  Petersburg,  under  the  impression  that  the  order  to  take  another 
direction  had  not  been  revoked.  The  Eighth  is  expected  up  to-night. 
I  need  about  twelve  fresh  horses  for  my  battery. 
T  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BIRNEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

No.  40.  ]  In  the  Field,  Va.,  April  3, 1863. 

In  consequence  of  the  distinguished  gallantry  displayed  yesterday 
by  the  Tentli  Connecticut  Volunteers  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Gregg,  so 
much  of  the  recent  general  order  as  deprives  the  oflBeers  and  men  of 
this  regiment  from  "leaving  the  limits  of  their  camp"  is  hereby 
rescinded. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon: 

EDWARD  MOALE, 
JAsutenant- Colonel  and.  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865 — 4.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  believe  the  lines  in  my  front  are  evacuated,  and  I  propose  to  see 
at  once. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


TWKNTY-FIPTH   ARMY^   CORPS, 

April  3,  1865—5.25  a.  m. 
Lieutenant  General  Grant: 

Continual  explosions  and  fires  in  enemy's  lines.    Large  number  of 
deserters.    All  report  evacuation.    I  will  move  at  daybreak. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Mn,ior-  General. 


534  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  Lvm. 

Apkil  [3],  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

We  liaA'e  possession  of  the  enemy's  works  and  are  moving  along. 

6,  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


PBTKKsnTTBG,  April  .9,  18f>6. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Army  of  the  James : 
I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  inarch  into  Richmond  unopposed.    Take 
possession  of  the  city,  establish  guards,  and  preserve  order  until  I  get 
there.    Permit  no  man  to  leave  town  after  you  get  possession.    The 
armv  here  will  endeavor  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Li  ev  tenant-  General. 


[April  3, 18G5. — For  Weitzel's  dispatch,  announcing  <!apture  of  Rich- 
mond, see  Bowers  to  Stanton,  11  a.  m.,  p.  509.  | 


Petersburg,  April  3,  JSeo — 12.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Weitzel, 

Army  of  the  James : 
How  are  you  progressing?     Will  the  enemy  try  to  hold  Richmond? 
I  have  detained  the  division  belonging  to  your  corps,  and  will  send  it 
back  if  you  think  it  will  be  needed.     I  am  waiting  here  to  hear  from 
yon.     The  troops  moved  up  the  Appomattox  this  morning. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

TAeutenant-  General. 


Richmond,  April  3,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  aui  informed  that  General  Lee,  at  3,30  p.  m.  yesterday,  telegraphed 
to  the  War  Department  that  he  had  been  driven  by  you  with  heavy 
loss ;  that  he  had  taken  a  position  which  he  could  not  hold,  and  they 
had  better  give  up  the  city  at  12  o'clock.  It  is  further  said  that  Hardee, 
with  10,000  men,  had  been  detached  from  Johnston  to  give  you  one 
more  fight  at  Danville  if  he  can  reach  it. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


Richmond,  April  3,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

We  have  in  our  possession  the  following  rolling  stock  found  at  the 
railroad  depot  in  this  city:  28  locomotives,  2  stationary  engines,  44 
passenger  and  baggage  cars,  200  freight  cars. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 
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Richmond,  April  .?,  .7W5. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Sbepley  has  information  that  several  millions  of  dollars  in  gold 
left  by  railroad  Saturday  and  Sunday  for  Danville.  This  is  probably 
the  gold  from  New  Orleans  banks  and  the  mint. 

G.  WEITZBL, 

Major- General. 

Hdqks.  Dept.  of  A'^iBCriNiA,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  April  3,  1HH5.* 
General  Weitzel,  Commanding,  Bichmond: 

You  will  seize  what  tobacco  may  be  within  reach  to  sell  for  the  pur- 
pose of  feeding  the  poor  of  the  city.  You  are  api)ointed  governor  of 
Ilichniond,  aud  in  my  absence  will  act  as  commander  of  the  department . 
in  all  matters  which  requirie  prompt  action.  Let  food  and  necessaries 
come  to  the  city;  register  the  white  men;  appoint  a  military  commis- 
sion for  the  punishment  of  offenses  against  law  or  order;  organize  a 
police  force.  Start  gas  and  water  companies,  aud  protect  all  inhabi- 
tants in  their  pro])erty  who  come  forward  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
on  due  notice.  l{y  i)roperty,  persons  are  not  meant.  You  will  not 
allow  any  taxes  to  be  imposed  or  rents  paid  other  than  necessary  to 
recognize  ownership  of  loyal  landlords.  Be  your  own  treasury  agent; 
allow  loyal  men  to  open  hotels,  but  not  grog-shops. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


KiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  ,5,  186.5. 
Hon.  George  W.  McLellan, 

Second  Assistant  Postmaster- General, 

Post- Office  Department,  Washington,  J).  C: 
1  have  taken  possession  of  the  Kichmond  post-office  in  the  name  of 
the  Post-Office  Department  of  the  United  States.  I  find  a  large  quan- 
tity of  U.  S.  property,  pouches,  locks,  safes,  &c.  The  mails  that 
should  have  left  the  city  to-daj'  are  all  here  pouched  and  billed.  I  have 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  conferring  with  the  military  authorities, 
but  the  provost  marshal  has  kindly  placed  a  guard  over  the  building 
and  effects. 

DAVID  B.  PARKEE, 
Special  Agent  Post-O^ce  Department. 


BERMtiDA  Front,  April  3,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Parker, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Granfs  Headquarters : 
Colonel:  My  headquarters  are  with  General  Hartsuflf.  I  have  had 
no  answer  to  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  of  3.30  p.  in.  General  Hart- 
suff  continues  to  receive  instructions  direct  from  your  headquarters. 
Is  he  to  be  under  mj-  command,  and  who  shall  I  report  information 
direct  and  receive  iustructions  from?  The  emmy  evacuated  the  lines 
in  front  of  us  last  night,  and  General  Hartsutt'  is  making  reconnais- 
sance beyond. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Ma,jor- General  of  Volunteers. 

'Auothei-  copy  is  dated  April  4. 
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Aprti.  3,  1865. 
Major-Geiieral  Warren, 

Bermuda : 
General  Grant  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  yon  will  be  assigned  to 
command  City  Point,  Petersburg,  and  troops' along  the  South  Side 
Railroad.     General  Meade  will  make  the  order. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Bermuda  Line,  April  3,  186a. 

(Received  12.15  p.  m.) 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers: 

Colonel:  The  enemy  abandoned  in  the  Hewlett  House  Battery  one 
.  8  inch  rifled  gun,  cast-iron,  with  breech  band,  two  10-inch  colunibiads, 
one  10-inch  sea-coast  mortar,  one  8-inch  sea  coast  mortar,  one  ]0-i)ounder 
Parrott,  and  all  their  ammunition.     The  guns  were  all  spiked. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


(tEneral  Grant's  Headquarters, 

April  ,J,  1866. 
Major-<Teneral  Hartsuff, 

Bermuda  : 
Has  the  enejnv  left  your  front? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Bermttda  Front,  April  3,  1865. 
Assistant  Ad.tutant-General, 

Grants  Headquarters : 
The  etiemy  is  reported  moving  in  the  direction  of  Chesterfield  Court- 
House.     It  is  the  impression  among  deserters  that  they  are  going  to 
Lynchburg. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General. 


Bermuda  Front,  April  3,  1865. 
Assistant  Ad.tutant-General, 

Granfs  Headquarters : 
The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Weitzel: 

TwENTy-FiFTir  Army  Corps. 

April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff  : 

Await  orders  from  General  (irant.     1  :ini  iiiovinir  towjirrt  Kichniond.  ' 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major-  General. 

The  enemy  has  evacuated,  and  I  am  in  possession  of  his  line  in  my 
front.  If  General  Warren  assumes  command  here  under  his  order  am 
I  relieved  or  placed  under  his  command?    1  am  his  senior. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General. 
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PF/rKRSBtlRO,  April  ,9,  JSA'5. 

Ma;jor-(4eiieral  Hartsttff: 

What  do  you  learn  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  yonr  front?  If  the 
enemy  liave  moved  try  to  connect  pickets  with  the  forces  from  Peters- 
bur}>'  on  Swift  Creek.  Forces  have  been  sent  from  here  to  the  north 
side  of  the  Appomattox,  and  I  suppose  now  are  on  Swift  Creek. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

lAeutenant-  General. 


I5ERMTJDA  FuoNT,  April  ,9,  1865. 
Assistant  Adjtitant-General, 

Granfs  Headquarters : 
The  enemy  in  my  front  evacuated  his  line  at  4  a.  m.  I  moved  my 
infantry  division  on  to  their  line,  and  have  advanced  a  column  of  about 
1,2(10  as  far  as  Chester  Station,  on  the  railroad.  One  light  12-pounder 
gun  and  several  caissons  with  ammunition  were  found  here,  liefugees 
from  Richmond  this  morning  say  it  is  evacuated ;  other  accounts  rep- 
resent the  euemj^'s  line  to  extend  xrom  Jlrewry's  Bluff  to  Chester 
Court-House.  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  evacuation.  I  only  learned  posi- 
tively of  the  evacuation  of  Petersburg  from  refugees  after  I  reached  the 
railroad.  I  have  advanced  thus  far  without  any  knowledge  of  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  except  wliat  I  have  picked  up,  and  without  any  instruc- 
tions whatever.  Would  like  to  have  gone  on  to  Richmond,  but  did  not 
feel  authorized.  I  have  directed  the  coluuni  at  the  station  to  await 
further  orders  there.  Have  picked  up  about  lifty  prisoners.  I  respect- 
fully request  instructions. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Bermtida  IjINK,  April  3,  1805. 

Assistant  Au.tutant-Geneual, 

General  Grant's  Headquarters: 
Dispatch  directing  me  to  connect  pickets  with  troops  on  Swift  Creek 
and  asking  information  concerning  enemy  on  my  front  received  at  head- 
quarters. 1  had  just  sent  a  dispatch  stating  that  1  occupied  Chester 
Station,  on  the  railroad,  and  giving  such  information  about  enemy  as  I 
had  obtained.  Have  waited  reply  to  this  before  connecting  picket-line 
as  directed,  because  the  station  lliold  is  some  miles  in  advance  of  what 
the  picket-line  would  be  when  connected,  and  my  force  is  so  small  that 
I  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  position  to  make  the  picket  connec- 
tion. As  the  lieutenant-general  did  not  know  the  picket  connection 
was  given  I  supi)0sethe  information  I  gave  might  make  it  unnecessary 
to  make  the  connection.  1  therefore  request  a  reply  and  instructions 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  infantry  division  is  the  only  movable  part  of 
this  command  and  that  not  fully  supplied  with  transportation.  It  is  in 
command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero,  and  if  ordered  to  move  I 
would  be  either  supernumerary  or  be  left  in  command  of  the  Artillery 
Brigade.  I  mention  this  because  it  is  possible  that  General  Meademay 
not  know  the  organization  and  condition  of  this  command,  and  it  might 
influence  him  in  any  disposition  he  might  desire  to  make  of  it  or  me. 

G.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General. 
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SxiTHKRi.ANn's  Station,  April  3,  I860. 

(Received  3.10  a.  in.) 
Major-General  Hartsuff, 

Bermuda  Front: 
Your  dispatch  received.     At  the  time  of  sending  my  dispatch  this 
morning  I  Tras  not  aware  that  Richmond  was  in  our  possession.     I  have 
no  orders  to  give  you  now. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headqtiarters  Defensks  of  Bermuda  Hundred. 

April  5,  1865— 9.30  p.  m. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

General  Grant's  Headquarters,  in  the  Field: 
I  still  keep  at  Chester  Station  the  force  of  about  1,200  I  reported 
as  taking  there  this  morning.  Reconnaissance  by  it  this  afternoon  in 
its  front,  covering  the  wagon  road  to  Chesterfield  Court-House,  devel- 
oped a  line  of  vedettes  and  probably  pickets,  about  two  or  three  miles 
from  it.  Whether  temporary  to  cover  a  halt,  or  permanent,  and  how 
far  it  extends,  not  ascertained.  Deserters  coming  to  and  men  captured 
by  this  command  to-day  amount  to  over  200.  Enemy  took  all  his  guns 
from  his  line  in  my  front  except  the  heavy  ones  at  Howlett  Battery,  on 
the  James,  and  one  rifle  field  piece. 

GEO.  Ti.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


Hatcher's  Farm,  Ajyril  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

Enemy  is  reported  leaving  my  front.    Am  investigating,  and  will  push 
the  investigation  rai)idly  as  possible. 

G.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General. 


April  .S,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff, 

Bermuda  Front : 

The  enemy  undoubtedly  has  evacuated  my  front.     Please  have  your 
command  ready  for  anything  by  daybreak. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


Hatoher's  Farm,  April  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

Only  a  part  of  my  command.  It  is  ready  for  orders.  Enemy  firing 
his  camps.  I  have  small  parties  out  on  right  and  left,  and  will  keep 
the  remainder  in  hand.  Do  you  know  that  General  Warren  is  here 
under  orders  to  take  command  of  the  Bermuda  front  and  City  Point 
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defenses,  Laving  been  relieved  from  commaud  of  his  corps  ?  He  arrived 
yesterday  at  about  2  o'clock,  but  finding  in  what  condition  affairs  were 
here  with  respect  to  command  did  not  assume  command,  but  tele- 
graphed to  General  Grant,  inquiring  what  w^as  to  be  his  status.  He 
has  not  yet  received  a  reply.  J f  without  receiving  one  he  observes  his 
orders  and  assume  command  here  what  is  to  be  my  status?  Bo  1  still 
report  to  you  or  only  to  him,  or  to  both,  and  what  is  the  relation  between 
himself  and  you  ?  He  did  not  desire  that  you  should  be  informed  until 
he  received  a  reply  from  General  Grant.  Under  the  circumstances, 
however,  I  think  it  best  and  just  to  myself  to  inform  you.  Please 
reply  immediately. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSDFF, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Army  of  the  James, 

April  3,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Devens: 

Get  your  men  up  and  let  them  have  their  breakfast  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble.    He  ready  to  move  forward  at  daybreak. 

(5.  WBITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


April  [3],  1865. 
General  Devens: 

When  I  order  yon  to  move  leave  your  deadbeats  and  a  few  garrison 
for  each  work.  Take  two  batteries,  but  have  the  rest  harnessed  up,  so 
that  you  can  call  for  them  easily.  Take  the  JSTew  Market  road  with 
infantry,  and  let  the  cavalry  go  up  Darbytown  road,  sending  scouts 
along  Gharles  City  road.  1  will  be  with  either  column  and  notify  you 
from  time  to  time.     I  will  send  you  word  when  to  start. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Headqxtarters  Detachment  Army  of  the  james, 

April  3,  1865—5.10  a.  m. 

Brigadier-Cieneral  Devens  : 

Move  at  6  a.  m.  in  the  direction  of  Kichmond ;  be  careful  of   tor- 
pedoes. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


April  3,  1865. 
General  Thomas: 

You  will  move  at  once  and  rejwrt  to  General  Kautz  on  the  Osborn 

pike. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  3,  1865—7.15  a.  m. 
General  H.  W.  Benham  : 

General:  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that,  by  order  of  General 
Meade,  the  troops  of  your  command  are  relieved  from  duty  witli  this 
corps,  and  will  return  to  their  respective  stations.  Orders  to  relieve 
General  CoUis  will  be  sent  to  General  Griffln.  The  general  command- 
ing takes  this  occasion  to  compliment  them  upon  the  gallantry  which 
they  displayed  in  yesterday's  action. 
By  order  of  General  Parke: 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  G.  LOKING, 

Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector -General. 


Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  Va.,  April  3,  1865. 
Oapt.  Channing  Clapp, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  ask  if  the  emergency  which 
caused  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  to  be  sent  to  Prince  George 
Court-House  has  not  ceased  to  exist?  They  have  been  on  picket  six 
days,  are  entirely  out  of  rations  and  forage,  and  their  services  are  very 
much  needed  here. 

Kespeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOOJSTMAKEE, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Winchester,  Va.,  April  3,  1865 — 6  p.  m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  tStaff: 
I  sent  a  scouting  party  of  300  men  up  the  Valley  yesterday  morning. 
They  went  but  little  beyond  Woodstock.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
but  that  Pickett  is  at  Staunton;  at  least  all  reports  agree  on  this.  My 
information  is  that  he  has  about  2,500  cavalry  and  10,000  infantry,  and 
occupies  Staunton  and  Harrisonburg.  I  shall  send  Torbert  with  all 
his  cavalry,  about  3,600,  to  Strasburg  to-night. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Winchester,  Va.,  April  3,  1865. 

(Deceived  7  a.  m.,  4th.)  . 
Maj.  (xen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Have  you  any  information  which  will  throw  any  light  upon  the  prob- 
ability of  a  movement  in  the  Valley?  If  it  be  true  that  Pickett  is  at 
Staunton,  as  all  reports  agree,  it  seems  to  me  that  he  is  thrown  out  to 
cover  Lynchburg.  The  direction  of  Lee's  retreat  will  show  something. 
I  suppose  be  holds  the  line  from  Burkeville  over  to  Lynchburg. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK:, 

Major- General. 
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Alexandria,  Va.,  April  3,  1865. 

(Keceived  7.10  p.  iii.) 
Gol.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Colonel:  Captain  Pierson,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  witli  bis  com- 
pany, went  on  a  scout  toward   Brentsville  yesterday.     To-day  they 
returned,  bringing  seven  prisoners— guerrillas.    Tlie  pickets  report  ail 
quiet. 

H.  H.  WELLS. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  3,  1865. 
General  Uwight: 

General  :  The  major- general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  the 
brigades  of  your  divisioTi  from  Summit  Point  and  Stephenson's  Depot 
to  this  place  at  as  early  an  hour  as  practicable  to-morrow,  and  that 
with  your  whole  division  you  move  from  here  to  Kernstown.  You  will 
please  till  your  supply  and  ammunition  trains  and  move  with  three 
days'  rations  and  at  least  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  ou  the  persons 
of  the  men.  Your  command  will  be  relieved  by  dismounted  cavalry 
from  Pleasant  Valley. 

Kespectfnlly,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MOBGAI^", 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  3,  1805. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson, 

Harperh  Ferry: 
The  major-general  commandiug  directs  you  to  make  arrangements  at 
once  to  send  a  force  of  dismounted  men  from  Remount  Camp  to  Hall- 
town,  Charlestown,  Summit  Point,  and  Stephenson's  Depot,  say  500 
well  aruied  at  each  place.  Send  them  by  rail.  The  troops  at  these 
points  will  be  moved  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  to  the  front.  Dis- 
patches will  be  sent  you  to-night. 

C.  H.  MOiiGAK, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper's  Ferry,  April  3, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff : 
The  arrangements  for  the  dismounted  cavalry  to  move  are  made. 
They  will  move  at  daylight:  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  600,  to 
Stephenson's;  Second  Massachusetts,  500,  to  Summit  Point;  500  to 
Charlestown;  500  to  Halltown.  I  have  arranged  also  for  Sixth  West 
Virginia  Cavalry  to  go  to  Opequon  bridge  if  the  general  desires  it, 
thinking  perhaps  Opequon  bridge  may  have  escaped  his  attention,  not 
being  mentioned  in  telegram. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquaeters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  3,  1865. 
Brig,  Gen.  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Harper's  Ferry : 
The  major-general  desires  you  to  relieve  the  Second  [U.  S.]  Cavalry, 
Captain  Norris  commaDding,  at  once,  and  order  liini  to  report  with  his 
regiment  to  BrevetMajor-General  Torbert,  chief  of  cavalry.  He  also 
desires  you  to  send  at  once  a  force  of  dismounted  cavalry  to  Halltown, 
Charlestown,  Summit  Point,  and  Stephenson's  Depot.  The  troops  at 
these  points  will  be  ordered  to  the  front  to-morrow  morning.  The  force 
at*tlie  Dismounted  Camp  is  under  your  orders  for  this  purpose,  and 
the  general  desires  you  to  make  the  river  line  from  Knoxville  to  Har- 
per's Ferry  safe,  and  to  guard  the  points  named  on  the  military  railroad 
against  attack  from  Mosby.  It  is  reported,  apparently  on  very  reliable 
authority  and  from  different  sources,  that  Pickett  is  at  Harrisonburg 
and  Staunton. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  3,  1865. 
General  J.  D.  Stevenson, 

Harper'' s  Ferry: 
Major-General  Hancock  directs  me  to  say  tliat  when  the  troops  move 
to  the  front  to-morrow  from  Charlestown,  Summit  Point,  and  Stephen- 
son's that  he  desires  you,  with  the  dismounted  cavalry  and  other  troops 
at  your  command,  to  guard  the  railroad,  so  that  trains  can  run  in  safety 
as  now.  He  desires  you  to  occupy  the  block-houses  and  picket  the 
roads.  Your  pickets  lately  established  on  the  river  can  be  withdrawn 
when  General  Brooke  withdraws  his.  Also  to  picket  the  river  line 
from  Point  of  Rocks  to  Plarper's  Ferry,  as  mentioned  in  my  dispatch 
by  orderly.  Citizens  will  not  be  allowed  to  come  to  the  front,  except 
regular  newspaper  agents,  purveyors,  t&c. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Middle  Department,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  April  3, 1865 — 12.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kenly, 

Wilmington,  Del. : 
The  steamer  Sidney  Jones,  with  Boyle,  the  murderer,  and  his  accom- 
plices, on  board,  left  Battle  Creek,  in  Calvert  County,  Md.,  and  it  is 
su])posed  will  land  at  some  point  on  the  Eastern  Shore.    Direct  Smith's 
cavalry  to  look  out  for  them. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morris : 

GEO.  H.  hooker. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Wak  Dkpartmknt,  April  .9,  1865 — 10.34  a.  in. 
General  Dix, 

New  York: 

It  appears  from  a  dispatcli  of  General  Weitzel,  just  received  by  this 
department,  that  our  forces  under  his  command  are  in  Kichmond,  having 
taken  it  at  8.15  this  morning. 

EDWIN"   M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  SVar. 


War  Dkpaktmknt,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  1>.  C,  April  5,  1863. 
Major-Geiieral  Dix, 

New  York : 
A  salute  of  100  guns,  in  honor  of  the  capture  of  Eichmond,  Va.,  will 
be  fired  at  meridian  the  day  after  receipt  of  this  order  at  each 
military  post  and  arsenal  in  the  United  States.  Department  com- 
manders will  give  orders  accordingly.  Report  receipt  and  execution 
of  this  order. 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  I).  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

(Copies  to  Major-Geueral  Hooker,  Cincinnati;  Major-Geueral  Curtis, 
Milwaukee;  Major-General  Pope,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.;  Major-Geueral  Pal- 
mer, Louisville,  Ky.;  Major-General  Hancock,  Winchester,  Ya.;  Major- 
General  Cadwalader,  Pliiladelphia;  Brigadier-General  Morris,  Balti- 
more; Major-General  Dana, Memphis, Tenn.;  Major-General  Canby, New 
Orleans;  commanding  officer,  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  commanduig  officer  John- 
son's Island,  Sandusky, Ohio;  Major-General Hovey, Indianapolis, Ind.; 
Brigadier-General  Barnes,  Point  Lookout,  Md.;  commanding  officer 
Springfield  Armory,  Mass. ;  commanding  officers  Augusta  Arsenal,  Me. ; 
W'atervliet  Arsenal,  N.  Y.;  Watertowu  Arsenal,  Mass.;  Allegheny 
Arsenal,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Fort  Monroe  Arsenal,  Fort  Monroe,  Old 
Point  Comfort,  Va.;  Frankford  Arsenal,  Bridesburg,  Pa.;  Washington 
Arsenal,  D.  C. ;  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  Mo.;  Leavenworth  Arsenal, 
Kans.;  Detroit  Arsenal,  Dearbornville,  Mich.;  Major-Geueral  McDow- 
ell, San  Francisco,  Cal.;  commanding  officer  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.; 
Brigadier-General  Wessells,  Hart's  Island,  N.Y.;  commanding  officer 
Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa.;  Brigadier-General  Carleton,  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex., 
by  mail  from  Saint  Louis  or  some  station  west.) 


Boston,  Mass.,  April  3,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

I  give  you  joy  on  those  triumphant  victories.  Our  people  by  a  com- 
mon impulse  abandon  business  to-day  for  thanksgiving  and  rejoicing. 
The  colored  men  received  late,  got  in  first,  and  this  is  Scripture  ful- 
filled. 

J.  A.  ANDREW, 

Governor, 
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Pbovidknok,  K.  I.,  April  3,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Accept  the  congratulations  of  Khode  Island  upon  tlie  glorious  con- 
suniniation  of  General  Grant's  campaign  in  the  capture  of  KicLmond. 
1  have  ordered  a  salute  of  100  guns  throughout  the  State. 

JAMES  Y.  SMITH, 
Governor  of  lihode  Jsland. 


2JOBW1CH,  Conn.,  April  3, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton : 

Accept  uiy  thanks  and  congratulations  for  the  glorious  news.     We 
are  feeling  its  beneficial  influence  here  to-day. 

WM.  A.  BUCKINGHAM, 

Governor. 


Spbingfikld,  111.,  April  3,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Your  dispatch  aunounciug  the  fall  of  Kichinond  and  Petersburg  and 
the  rout  of  Lee's  arujy  has  electrilied  our  people.  We  are  firing  salutes 
over  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  and  the  hearts  of  our  people  are 
throbbing  in  unison  with  the  reverberation  of  Grant's  artillery.  God 
bless  Abraham  Lincoln,  E.  M.  Stanton,  U.  S.  Grant,  W.  T.  Sherman, 
Phil.  Sheridan,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  ! 

K  J.  OGLESBY, 
Governor  of  Illinois. 


Mkuway,  Mass.,  April  3,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Permit  me  at  this  little  village  to  congratulate  you  most  heartilj'  on 
the  glorious  result.  I  ordered  the  capture  of  Richmond  to  be  given  out 
at  every  telegraph  station  in  New  England.  Your  dispatches  have 
made  more  people  happy  to-day  than  ever  were  happy  before.  I  sent 
your  message  for  Mr.  Beecher  yesterday  to  him  in  church.  He  read  it 
aloud,  and  the  scene  that  ensued  defies  descrijrtiou.  The  women  cried 
and  the  men  cheered.  The  performance  closed  by  the  whole  congrega- 
tion singing  "Our  Country,  'tis  of  Thee!"  I  shall  have  to  defer  pay- 
ment for  Richmond  until  the  next  crop. 

K.   «.  SANPORD. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  4.  1865 — 8  a.  m.* 

(Received  8.45  a.  m.) 
Hon.  EuviriN  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
General  Weitzel  telegraphs  from  Richmond  that  of  railroad  stock  he 
found  there  28  locomotives,  44  passenger  and  baggage  cars,  and  106 

'  Probably  written  beforo  midnight  ot  April  3. 
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freight  cars.  At  3.30  this  evening  General  Grant,  from  Sutherland's 
Station,  ten  miles  from  Petersburg  toward  Bnrkeville,  telegraphs  as 
follows: 

General  Sheridan  picked  np  1,200  prisoners  to-day,  and  from  300  to  500  more  have 
been  gathered  by  other  troops.  The  majority  of  tlie  arms  that  were  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  reumnnt  of  Lee's  army  are  now  scattered  between  Richmond  and  where 
his  troops  are.  The  country  is  also  full  of  stragglers ;  tlie  line  of  retreat  marked 
with  artillery,  ammunition,  burned  or  charred  wagons,  caissons,  ambulances,  «tc. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


"Wilson's  Station,  "Va.,  April  4, 1866. 
Hon.  K.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  army  is  pushing  forward  in  the  hope  of  overtaking  or  dispersing 
the  remainder  of  Lee's  army.  Sheridan,  with  his  cavalry  and  the  Fifth 
Corps,  is  between  this  and  the  Appomattox;  General  Meade,  with  the 
Second  and  Sixth,  following;  General  Ord  is  following  the  line  of  the 
South  Side  Eailroad.  All  of  the  enemy  that  retain  anything  likeorgan- 
ization  have  gone  north  of  the  Appomattox,  and  are  apparently  head- 
ing for  Lynchburg,  Their  losses  have  been  very  heavy.  Houses 
throughout  the  country  are  nearly  all  used  as  hospitals  for  wounded 
men.  In  every  direction  I  hear  of  rebel  soldiers  pushing  for  home,  some 
in  large,  some  in  small  squads,  and  generally  without  arms.  The  cav- 
alry have  pursued  so  closely  that  the  enemy  have  been  forced  to  destroy 
probably  the  greater  part  of  their  transportation,  caissons,  and  muni- 
tions of  war.  The  number  of  prisoners  captured  yesterday  will  exceed 
2,000. 

From  the  28th  of  March  to  the  present  time  our  loss  iu  killed, 
wounded,  and  captured  will  not  probably  reach  7,000,  of  whom  from 
1,500  to  2,000  were  captured,  and  many  but  shghtly  wounded.  I  shall 
continue  the  pursuit  as  long  as  there  appears  to  be  any  use  in  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1865 — 7.15  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  find  Ord's  colored  division  has  taken  the  Namozine  road  Instead  of 
the  Cox  road.  I  have  sent  forward  and  directed  the  commander  to  take 
the  first  left-hand  cross-road  and  get  on  to  the  Cox  road  again.  Please 
send  out  one  of  your  oflfleers  to  him  to  confirm  this  order.  This  officer 
should  be  held  accountable  for  not  knowing  how  to  follow  his  own 
column. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  General  Sheridan,  Last  Night, 
Namozine  Road,  at  Cousins'  House,  April  4, 1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  do  not  expect  the  Sixth  Corps  will  be  able  to  get  beyond  this 
point  to-day,  say  fifteen  miles,  and  hardly  reach  here,  for  the  road  is 
.S.T  R  R — vol  xlvi.  pt  hi 
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in  a  terrible  condition,  and  it  has  been  with  great  difficulty  that  the 
trains  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and  cavalry  have  been  able  to  move.  Not 
being  able  to  find  any  parallel  roads  I  directed  General  Wright  to  let 
their  trains  precede  him  and  to  send  a  force,  if  necessary  a  division,  to 
repair  the  road  and  keep  them  moving.  The  rations  of  the  Sixth  and 
Ninth  Corps  are  out  to-morrow.  At  this  point  there  is  a  road  which 
strikes  the  South  Side  Eailroad  near  Wilson's  Station — it  is  called  the 
Wells  road.  I  have  ordered  rations  to  replenish  the  Sixth  and  Ninth 
Corps  to  be  brought  across  to-night,  which  they  will  draw  to-morrow. 
The  Second  Corps  left  here  early  this  morning,  and  as  it  has  an  unob- 
structed road  I  presume  it  will  make  a  long  march.  It  was  ten  miles 
distant  when  I  last  heard  of  it.  I  shall  proceed  and  join  General 
Humphreys,  and  will  be  found  on  the  Namozine  road  beyond  this  point. 
I  have  had  no  rej)ort  from  the  front.  I  do  not  believe  the  trains  of  the 
Fiftli  and  cavalry  would  ever  have  reached  them  but  for  the  assistance 
being  rendered  by  the  Sixth. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

W.  Pottn'  Mouse,  April  4,  I860. 

Major-General  Meade: 

Direct  the  Ninth  Corps  to  turn  to  the  Cox  road  by  the  first  cross- 
road leading  to  it  and  to  leave  detachments  of  not  less  than  one  brigade 
at  a  place  to  protect  the  railroad  to  the  rear  of  the  army  back  to  Suth- 
erland's Station.  I  send  yon  copy  of  a  dispatch  just  received  from  Gen- 
eral Sheridan.*  If  you  can  not  And  roads  free  from  trains  let  your 
troops  pass  them  and  jffess  on,  making  as  long  a  march  today  as  pos- 
sible. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

P.  S. — Willcox's  division,  coming  up  from  Petersburg,  will  protect 
the  road  at  Sutherland's  Station. 

U.  S.  G. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1865—2.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  by  Captain  Woolsey  received.  The  necessary  orders 
have  been  sent  to  General  Parke,  who  has  now  one  division  on  the  Cox 
road  guaiding  my  supply  trains.  I  have  also  directed  General  Wright 
to  push  ahead  with  his  command  as  far  to-day  as  is  consistent  with  its 
eflBciency,  and  if  necessary  turning  the  Fifth  Corps  and  cavalry  trains 
out  of  the  road  until  he  has  passed. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 

'See  12  m.,  p. 556. 
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Hkadquarters  Aumy  op  thk  Potomac, 

Near  Deep  Run,  April  4,  1865 — 10.45  p.  m. 

LieutuuautGeueral  GuANT : 

I  send  you  a  dispatch  from  Geueral  Sheridan  and  my  order  predicated 
thereon.*  General  Humphreys  is  partly  across  Deep  Run,  within 
nine  miles,  as  I  understand,  of  Jetersville.  General  Humphreys  reached 
this  point  between  7  and  8  p.  m.,  where  he  halted,  he  having  been  since 
5  a.  m.  endeavoring,  under  General  Sheridan's  orders,  to  push  forward 
after  the  Fifth  Corps,  but  being  prevented  from  doing  so  by  obstacles 
in  the  form  of  trains,  though  principally  by  nearly  the  whole  cavalry 
force  cutting  his  column  and  taking  the  same  road,  interposing  between 
him  and  the  Fifth  Corps.  Having  read  General  Sheridan's  dispatch 
to  you  reporting  the  enemy  retreating  on  Lynchburg  and  crossing  the 
Appomattox,  not  hearing  any  guns.  General  Humphreys  having  no 
communication  from  General  Sheridan  urging  haste,  and  having  cav- 
alry right  in  his  front,  1  considered  the  emergency  requiring  a  night 
march  as  past;  and  Humphreys  reporting  his  men  considerably 
fatigued,  having  been  moving,  working,  and  standing  for  fourteen  hours, 
out  of  rations  to-night,  and  expecting  to  receive  them  so  as  to  be  issued 
to-night,  1  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  order  him  ou.  ;is  he  was 
going  into  bivouac  when  I  joined  him.  I  have  now  ordered  him  to 
move  at  all  hazards  at  3  a.  m.  to-morrow,  but  if  his  rations  can  be 
issued  to  them  prior  to  that  to  march  so  soon  as  issued,  or  if  the  tem- 
per of  the  men,  on  having  the  dispatch  of  General  Sheridan  communi- 
cated to  them,  leads  to  the  belief  that  they  will  march  with  spirit,  then 
to  push  on  at  once,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  got  under  arms.  I  send  you 
ii  copy  of  tlie  order  issued  by  me,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  every 
exertion  will  be  made  by  myself  and  subordinate  commanders  to  reach 
tlie  point  with  the  men  in  such  condition  that  they  may  be  available 
for  immediate  action.  From  all  I  can  gather  Humphreys  has  from  nine 
to  ten  miles  to  march  and  Wright  from  twenty-one  to  twenty-two. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  4, 1865 — 3.40  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

On  Sunday  morning  the  2d  we  charged  and  carried  the  enemy's 
entire  line  south  of  the  Appomattox,  defeated  and  drove  back  Lee's 
army,  and  the  same  evening  enveloped  Petersburg  from  the  Appomat- 
tox above  to  the  river  below.  About  1  o'clock  Monday  morning  Peters- 
burg was  evacuated  and  we  took  possession  of  it.  At  8.15  Weitzel 
took  possession  of  llichmond  from  his  position  north  of  the  James. 
Jeff.  Davis  and  his  cabinet  and  Lee  with  most  of  his  army  are  retreat- 
ing in  hot  haste  toward  Danville.  The  otlier  column  is  falling  back  on 
Lynchburg.  We  are  pursuing  vigorously.  Our  prisoners  will  number 
from  12,<)0()  to  13,000,  with  several  hundred  pieces  of  artillery. 

Much  of  the  tobacco  and  cotton  in  Petersburg  and  Richmond  was 
burned  by  the  enemy.  He  also  attempted  to  burn  Richmond.  Weit- 
zel succeeded  in  putting  out  the  Are,  but  not  until  several  districts 
were  in  ruins.  Everything  is  quiet  there  now,  and  the  people  receive 
our  army  with  great  rejoicing. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Annistant  Adjutant-  General. 

'See  Sheridan  to  Meade,  7  p.  m.,  p.  557;  also  orders,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  9.30 
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Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

April  4, 1865. 
Mr.  James  J.  Moore, 

Superintendent  Military  'Railroads: 
There  is  a  large  amount  of  rolling-stock  at  Riclimond,  Va.,  of  four 
feet  eight  and  a  half  gauge,  captured  by  our  forces.  I  wish  you  to  see 
what  amount  of  it  there  is  and  what  condition  it  is  in,  and  also  that  the 
proper  disposition  is  made  of  it.  Make  use  of  the  most  prompt  and 
vigorous  measures. 

liUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Hdqrs.  of  Chief  Engineer  and  General,  Supt. 

U.  S.  Military  Railroads  of  Virginia, 

GiUj  Point,  April  4, 1865. 
General  Eufits  Ingalls  : 

Track  complete  to  Petersburg  this  p.  m.  A  portion  of  our  force  is  at 
work  to-night  changing  the  gauge  through  and  south  of  the  city.  We 
will  make  good  progress  to-morrow  and  push  it  forward  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  I  assure  you,  general,  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  my 
part  to  advance  the  work.  Engines  and  cars  have  been  ordered  here 
and  everything  will  be  ready.  Will  report  you  the  condition  of  Peters- 
burg and  Richmond  road  to-morrow  if  ])ossible.  I  will  report  progress 
every  night  and  keep  you  advised  of  what  may  occur.  Your  dis- 
patches would  have  been  answered  sooner  had  I  been  here.  I  have 
just  returned  from  Petersburg. 

J.  .J.  MOORE, 
Chief  Engineer  and  Gen.  Supt.  IT.  S.  Military  Mailroads  of  Virginia. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  159.  ]  Washington,  April  4,  1865. 

******* 

55.  The  examining  board,  of  which  Major-General  Casey,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, is  president,  will  immediately  adjourn  to  Richmond,  Va.,  at 
which  place  it  will  resume  its  present  duties. 

56.  Major-General  Casey,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will,  in  addition  to  his 
duties  of  president  of  the  board,  take  the  general  superintendence  of 
recruiting  and  mustering  colored  troops  va.  Richmond,  Va.,  and  the 
adjacent  country. 


By  order  of  the  Secretary,  of  War: 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Sutherland's  Station,  April  4, 1865 — 2  a.  m. 
The  major-general  commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  desires  corps 
commanders  to  repair  the  roads,  and  to  do  this  not  only  for  the  passage 
of  their  own  troops,  but  for  the  beneiit  of  the  troops  and  trains  that 
follow  them. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- Getter"'  ""•'  ^^''^*'  "*'  ^""-"^ 
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OrDKRS.1  HKADQtTARTERS   ARMY   OF   THE   POTOMAC, 

April  4, 1865—9.30  p.  m. 
The  troops  of  the  Second  Corps  aud  Sixth  Corps  will  be  put  in 
motion  to-morrow  morning  by  3  a.  m.  (regardless  of  every  considera- 
tion but  the  one  of  finishing  the  war);  will  move  toward  Jetersville 
and  the  Danville  railroad.  Three  days'  rations  for  the  cavalry,  Fifth, 
Second,  and  Sixth  Corps,  together  with  the  usual  amount  of  ammuni- 
tion for  the  Fifth  Corps,  which  will  answer  for  the  whole  army,  and 
such  ambulances  as  are  with  the  trains,  will  to-morrow  have  the  right 
of  way,  and  the  troops  will  endeavor  to  let  them  pass.  AU  staff 
officers  will  see  that  all  other  wagons  are  promptly  parked  out  of  the 
road  where  they  may  be,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order.  Should  it  be 
found  impossible  to  move  the  supply  train  herein  indicated,  every 
efiort  will  be  made  to  supply  the  troops  by  driving  beef  and  by  pack- 
ing subsistence  on  paclj-mules.  Tlie  major-general  commanding 
im)>resses  upon  all  officers  and  men  the  necessity  of  promptitude  and 
oi'  undergoing  the  necessities  and  privations  they  are  herein  enjoined 
to.  The  major-general  commanding  feels  he  "has  but  to  recall  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  the  glorious  success  of  the  oft  repeated  gallant 
contests  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  when  he  assures 
the  army  that,  in  the  opinion  of  so  distinguished  an  officer  as  General 
Sheridan,  it  only  requires  these  sacrifices  to  bring  this  long  and  des- 
perate conflict  to  a  triumphant  issue,  the  men  of  this  army  will  show 
that  they  are  as  willing  to  die  of  fatigue  and  starvation  as  they  have 
ever  shown  themselves  ready  to  fall  by  the  bullets  of  the  enemy. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  SutlierlanWis  Station,  April  4, 1865 — 1.30  a.  m. 

Major-(Teneral  HUMPHREYS, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  route  the  major-general  commanding  intended  to  give  you  was 
due  west  along  the  Namozine  road  and  in  the  direction  of  Old  Court- 
Honse  as  far  as  the  map  shows.  You  will  communicate,  if  possible, 
with  General  Sheridan  in  case  he  has  given  yon  orders,  and  state  to 
Lim  that  the  above  would  be  the  route  given  you  had  you  been  under 
the  orders  of  General  Meade.  Lieutenant  Lydecker  reports  that  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  stated  that  you  were  to  receive  orders  from  General 
Meade  to-morrow.  If  you  have  received  no  orders  you  will  proceed 
in  the  direction  indicated  above.  Your  supply  trains  with  three  days' 
rations  start  for  you  at  3  a.  m.  to-day. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

p.  s. — Tlie  order  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  is  inclosed.* 
You  will  please  report  to  major-general  commanding  the  route  pre- 
scribed by  General  Sheridan  in  case  you  shall  have  received  orders 
previous  to  the  receipt  of  this.  A  brigade  of  the  Second  Division  of 
your  corps  is  now  guarding  the  cavalry  train  at  Sutherland's  Station. 
Please  confer  with  General  Sheridan  and  see  whether  or  not  this  guard 
can  rejoin  its  command. 

ALEX,  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*Saa  Pa-rL-Ap  i.n  HnmnlirfivH.  Anril  3.  ■n.  513. 
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Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

April  4,  18(>5 — 4.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  First  and  Third  Divisions  are  encamped  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
after  passing  Namozine  Church.  The  Second  Division  about  3  miles 
in  rear.  I  shall  follow  the  Fifth  Corps  to-morrove,  marching  at  6  a.  m., 
on  the  road  striking  railroad  about  midway  between  Amelia  Court- 
House  and  Burkeville. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  18(>5 — O.HO  a.  m. 
Major-Cxeneral  Humphreys, 

Commanding  /Second  Cot-ps: 

Send  back  a  force  to  repair  the  road  in  bad  places.  Let  this  force 
push  on  the  train  now  reported  stuck  in  the  mud;  these  trains  are 
the  Fifth  Corps,  Cavalry  Corps,  and  Second  Corps  supply  train. 
Wright  will  send  forward  a  brigade  with  the  trains  to  help.  Let  your 
force  repair  from  your  position  toward  the  rear. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1865—7.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

If  you  can  obtain  any  information  concerning  the  road  from  Old 
Court  House  to  Farmville  the  major-general  commanding  desires  it  to 
be  procured  as  soon  as  possible,  and  please  transmit  it  to  these  head- 
quarters. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headqttarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1865 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  major-general  commanding  presumes  you  can  take  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  from  guarding  the  wagon  train.  Please  stop 
them,  therefore,  when  the  train  passes  you  and  notify  General  Sheri- 
dan. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Five  miles  west  of  Namozine  Church, 

April  4,  1865—10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
1  have  directed  General  Miles  to  detail  a  brigade  with  his  pioneers 
to  work  on  the  road  back  to  the  trains,  and  General  Mott  to  do  the 
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same  kind  of  work  forward  on  the  road.  Tlie  road  is  good  except  in 
some  soft  spots  or  swamps.  The  pioneers  and  some  parties  iiave 
worked  forward  this  morning.  Your  dispatch  by  Major  Rosencrantz,  to 
which  this  is  a  reply,  was  received  some  fifteen  minutes  ago.  I  am 
close  on  the  Fifth  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

One  and  a  half  miles  from  Deep  Greek, 

April  4, 1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Devin's,  Custer's,  and  Crook's  cavalry  reached  this  point  from  my 
right  just  ahead  of  me,  about  11  o'clock  this  morning.  They  promised 
to  keep  out  of  my  way,  but  probably  found  it  impossible,  since  they 
are  still  in  the  road  and  prevent  my  moving.  I  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  halt  to  put  all  my  troops  at  work  upon  the  road.  It  is  probable 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  beyond  Deep  Run  to-day  owing  to  the 
blocking  of  the  road  by  the  cavalry. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1865— 8.35  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  with  your  corps 
at  G  a.  m.  to-morrow,  following  the  route  taken  by  the  Fifth  Corps. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  4,  1865. 
Division  commanders  will  send  their  pioneers  to  the  head  of  the 
corps,  to  remain  there  during  the  march  of  to-day.    The  supply  train 
started  for  the  corps  at  3  a.  m.  to-day. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  4,  1865— 11.30  p.  m. 

Division  Commanders: 

General  Sheridan  reports  that  the  enemy  is  collected  in  his  front 
near  Jetersville,  on  the  Danville  railroad,  and  calls  upon  the  Second 
Corps  to  move  up  at  once  to  engage  them.    The  commanding  general 
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desires,  tlierefore,  that  tbe  troops  will  march  immediately  andthat  you 
will  assure  tbem  that  the  rations  are  but  two  or  three  miles  in  rear,  and 
will  be  issued  at  Jetersville.    You  will  report  immediately  at  what 
time  you  can  get  your  troops  under  arms  ready  to  move. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

(J.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Asuixtant  A  djutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Jones'  House,  April  4,  1865 — 7.20  p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Miles, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 
General:  General  Humphreys  orders  you  to  throw  out  pickets 
to-night.  Generals  Hays  and  Mott  have  been  instructed  to  the  same 
effect.  Yoa  will  please  connect  with  Mott  and  Hays.  The  latter's 
troops  are  in  camp  opposite  these  headquarters  (Jones'  house,  about 
half  a  mile  from  Deep  Creek). 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]       Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  4,  1865 — 12  p.  m. 
Brigade  commanders  will  see  that  the  meat  ration  is  fully  issued, 
and  assure  the  men  that  the  supply  train  is  but  a  short  distance  (two 
or  three  miles)  in  rear,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  forward  it. 
Every  officer  must  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  encourage  the  troops 
and  keep  his  command  in  hand,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  troops  will 
submit  to  the  inconvenience  cheerfully  in  order  to  disperse  or  capture 
the  enemy. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles: 

EIOHD.  A.  BROWN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  4,  1865—11.35  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott: 

The  cavalry  has  cut  in  and  will  occupy  the  road  for  about  an  hour. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  use  tliat  time   in 
repairing  the  road  with  your  whole  command. 
You  will  be  notified  when  to  move. 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Jones''  House,  April  4, 1865 — 7.20  p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Third  Division : 
General  Humphreys  wishes  you  to  throw  out  pickets  to-night  for  pro- 
tection of  your  camps  and  connect  with  the  picket-line  of  General  Miles. 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  4,  186!)— 8.20  a.  m. 
Lieut«iiant-Colonel  Thomas, 

Chief  Qvartermaster : 
Colonel:  The  corps  is  marching  ou  the  direct  road  to  Denuisville. 
The  general  commanding  understood  that  the  Second  Corps  was  to 
take  a  road  to  the  right,  which  runs  out  of  tliis  one  about  two  miles 
from  where  we  stopped  last  night.  B  c  is  not  certain  of  this.  Our 
route,  as  per  orders,  is  fhe  direct  road  from  Kichmond  and  Danville 
Hailroad,  from  our  point  of  starting  this  a.  m.  The  road  indicated 
intersects  the  railroad  about  midway  between  Amelia  Court- House  and 
Burkeville.  General  Merritt's  cavalry  is  on  our  right  flank. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Annistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  i       Hkadqttaktkks  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  — .  J  April  4, 1865. 

I.  Capt.  H.  S.  Melcher,  Twentieth  Maine  Volunteers,  is  announced  as 
acting  aide-de-camp  on  the  staii'of  the  general  commanding,  and  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Major-Gen.eral  Griffin: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and.  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  4,  1865—11.30  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Crawford, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General:  The  general  commanding  desires  that  from  this  point 
onward  you  will  hold  your  command  well  in  hand,  as  it  is  possible  it 
may  be  called  on. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel   and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  4,  1865—6.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

After  marching  about  two  miles  the  head  of  my  column  came  up  to 
the  rear  of  a  long  train  of  Fifth  Corps  wagons,  which  has  been  halted 
since  1  a.  m.,  and  still  remains  halted.  It  is  likely  that  the  troops  can 
\)e  pushed  on  past  the  train,  leaving  the  artillery  and  trains  of  this 
corps  behind  if  it  should  be  deemed  necessary.  Is  it  your  wish  that 
the  troops  continue  on,  or  shall  they  wait  until  the  Fifth  Corps  train 
moves? 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1865—6.30  a.  m. 
Major- General  Wright: 

Give  right  of  way  to  the  Fifth  Corps,  Gavalry  Corps,  and  a  supply  train 
of  Second  Corps.  Bo  not  move  your  column  unless  you  can  find  road 
parallel  to  the  road  these  trains  are  on  or  can  move  alongside  of  them. 
Send  a  strong  working  party,  say  a  brigade,  to  assist  in  pushing  these 
trains  oh.    Keport  if  you  find  you  can  move. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — Send  a  small  force  in  front  of  the  train  reported  stuck  in  the 
mud. 

A.  S.  W. 


Headquarters  Army  of  thp:  Potomac, 

April  4,  1805. 
Commanding  Officer  Sixth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  march  to  the  Cousins 
house,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road.  At  or  near  that  point  you 
will  meet  the  trains  with  four  days'  rations  for  your  corps  and  for  Gen- 
eral Parke  (Ninth).  You  will  issue  three  days'  to  the  men  of  your  com- 
mand.    The  Cousins  house  is  just  this  side  of  Winticomack  Creek. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1865 — 3.45  o'clock. 
Major-General  Wright: 

If,  when  you  reach  the  junction  of  the  Wells  and  Namozine  roads, 
you  find  that  the  train  with  your  rations  is  not  at  that  point  General 
Meade  directs  that  you  make  arrangements  to  insure  the  trains  follow- 
ing you.    Of  course,  if  the  trains  be  there  you  will  issue  the  rations. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


April  4,  I860 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-(Teiieral  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  detach  your  smallest  divis- 
ion to  accompany  the  supply  train,  now  at  the  junction  of  the  Cox  and 
Namozine  roads,  as  a  train  guard.    General  Willcox,  as  soon  as  he  can 
be  relieved  from  Petersburg,  will  be  ordered  up  to  this  poiut. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1865—2  p.  m 
Major-General  Parke  : 

General  Wright  will  move  up  to  the  Cousins  house  at  Winticomack 
Creek.    You  will  close  well  up  upon  his  trains.    At  the  junction  of  the 
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Namoziiie  and  Wells  roads  you  will  fiud  a  train  tonight  up  from  tlie 
Cox  road  with  four  days'  rations  for  General  Wright  and  for  your 
command.  You  ■will  issue  to  your  men  sufficient  to  make  up  your  four 
days  on  tlie  person. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hkadcjtjartkrs  Army  of  the  -Potomac, 

April  4,  1865—2.15  jp,  m. 
Major-General  Parke: 

General  Meade  directs  that  you  take  the  first  cross-road  to  the  Cox 
road.  Do  not  pass  the  Sixth  Corps.  Guard  the  South  Side  Bailroad  as 
far  as  the  rear  of  the  army  back  to  Sutherland's  Station.  Leave  detach- 
ments of  not  less  than  one  brigade  at  each  post.  Use  the  division  now 
■with  the  trains  on  Cox's  road  for  this  purpose  as  far  as  possible.  Gen- 
eral Willcox  will  protect  the  road  at  Sutherland's  Station.  When  he 
comes  up  you  will  use  his  division  to  extend  out. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and.  Chief  of  Staff. 


E.  A.  PucKETT's,  Sixteen  Milks  from  Petersburg, 

April  4,  1865 — 7.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  received  your  dispatch  of  2.15  p.  m.  by  Captain  Emory,  at  J.  J. 
Scott's  and  Doctor  Brander's  on  Namozine  road.  The  column  at  once 
took  the  cross-road  to  Cox's  road,  striking  it  near  E.  A.  Puckett's. 

Finding  the  trains  in  motion  the  column  was  halted  until  I  could 
learn  the  position  of  Hartranft's  brigades.  Finding  that  he  had  not 
yet  come  up  orders  were  giveu  hiui  to  halt  one  brigade  at  7  |atj  Brow- 
der's  crossing  of  railroad,  and  the  other  brigade  at  Mrs.  Crowder's, 
forks  of  Ford's  road  and  Cox's  road.  I  directed  Griffin  to  halt  one 
brigade  to  move  on  with  the  rear  of  the  train  as  far  as  Ford's  Depot. 
Instructions  were  given  to  picket  the  line  of  the  railway,  establishing 
strong  guard  at  all  roads  approaching  the  railway.  Should  the  trains 
move  beyond  Ford's  Depot  I  have  directed  the  last-mentioned  brigade 
to  move  with  them  until  they  go  into  park,  and  then  guard  them  in 
addition  to  picketing  the  line  of  railway.  While  on  my  way  to  Cox's 
road  I  received  your  dispatch  [of]  2  p.  m.,  by  an  orderly,  directing  me 
to  close  well  up  on  General  Wright's  trains,  and  to  draw  rations  from 
a  train  at  the  junction  of  Namozine  and  Wells  roads.  This  dispatch 
of  2  p.  m.  I  considered  as  revoked  by  the  one  of  2.15  p.  m.,  and  have 
acted  accordingly  so  far  as  the  position  of  the  troops  is  concerned.  I 
have  directed  the  issue  of  rations  sufficient  to  make  four  days  on  the 
person.  Major  Pell  will  remain  with  yon  ajid  bring  back  any  further 
orders  or  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General.,  Commanding, 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Xinth  Army  Corps, 

iSTo.  66.  I  April  4,  1865. 

I.  Col.  Sam.  Harriman  will  at  ouce  eucauip  his  brigade  inside  the 
old  line  of  rebel  works,  but  outside  the  town,  between  the  Jerusalem 
and  Boydton  plank  roads,  and  guard  all  the  approaches  to  the  town 
between  and  including  those  roads. 

II.  Colonel  Bintliff  will  at  once  encamp  his  brigade  inside  the  old  line 
of  rebel  works.  His  line  of  defense  will  connect  with  Colonel  Harri- 
man's  right  and  extend  to  the  Appomattox,  guarding  all  the  approaches 
to  the  city  on  his  front,  especially  the  South  Side  llailroad,  and  be 
prepared  to  guard  that  road  as  it  advances  Avestward. 

III.  Colonel  Ely  will  remain  in  command  of  the  city.  He  will  with- 
draw his  available  force  irom  the  outer  line  and  put  them  in  camp  inside 
the  troops  of  the  other  brigades  in  such  a  manner  that  it  can  be  rapidly 
concentrated  to  the  support  of  either.  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
government  of  the  city  Colonel  Ely  will  report,  direct  to  Major-General 
Warren.  One  regiment  of  his  command  will  ])icket  and  guard  the 
biidges  on  the  Axjpomattox  and  the  approaches  thereto. 

*  *  *  ^  *  *  * 

By  comiiiaiul  of  Bvt.  Maj.  (xen.  ().  K.  Willcox: 

WM.  V.  RICnARDS, 
Afting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Cavalry  Hkabquarters, 

April  4^  JW5. 

Lieut.  Gen.  tl.  S.  GRANT, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
General:  General  IVlerritt  encamped  last  night  at  Deep  Creek.  He 
met  there  a  strong  force  of  infantry.  There  is  a  large  train  on  the  west 
side  of  the  creek.  Kverything  was  in  confusion  yesterday,  the  enemy 
moving  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox,  as  if  ignorant  of  the 
evacuation  of  Richmond.  If  we  press  on  we  will  no  doubt  get  the 
whole  army.  I  will  make  for  a  point  on  the  railroad  intermediate 
between  Amelia  Court  House  and  Burkeville.  General  Crook  will  cover 
General  Ord's  front.  Major  Young,  of  ray  scouts,  captured  General 
Barringer  yesterday.     The  River  road  is  bad,  no  bridges  over  creeks. 


Respectfully, 


P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Mnpir-Oenfral,    U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Oavai>ry',  Headquarters, 

April  4,  J865 — 13  m, 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General  :  General  Merritt  reports  that  the  forccof  the  enemy  in  his 
front  have  all  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox  River,  and 
from  the  best  information  he  can  obtain  General  Merritt  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  enemy  is  retreating  toward  Lynchburg.    General  Crook  has 
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no  doubt  reached  the  Danville  railroad  before  this,  and  I  am  now  mov- 
ing out  the  Fifth  Corps  from  Deep  Creek  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  the 
direction  of  Amelia  CourtHouse. 
Very  respectfully. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

The  number  of  prisoner-s  captured  yesterday  will  be  nearly  2,000, 


Wilson's  Station,  April  4,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

An  engineer  from  the  South  Side  Eailniad  is  just  in  from  Burkeville. 
He  reports  that  Davis  and  cabinet  passed  there  about  3  a.  m.  yesterday, 
going  south.  There  was  no  accumulation  of  supplies  there  except  two 
train  loads,  which  had  been  cut  off  from  Petersburg.  These  were  run 
up  the  road  to  Farmville.  It  was  understood  that  Lee  was  accompany- 
ing his  troops  and  that  he  was  bound  for  Danville  by  way  of  Farmville. 
Unless  you  have  information  more  positive  of  the  movements  of  tlie 
enemy  push  on  with  all  dispatch  to  Farmville  and  try  to  intercept  the 
enemy  there.  1  will  push  two  divisions  of  Ord's  troops  as  far  toward 
Burkeville  to-morrow  as  possible.  If  you  have  not  already  done  so 
send  some  cavalry  over  to  him.  It  will  be  highly  essential  when  he 
reaches  Burkeville  to  throw  down  the  Danville  road  and  out  toward 
the  Farmville  and  Danville  pike. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


Heabquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  1S65 — 2.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

Will  you  let  me  know  to  what  point  you  are  moving  and  by  what 
roads  ?  This  is  necessary  for  me  to  determine  my  own  orders  for  my 
command. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Jetersville,  April  4,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Fotomac  : 
General:  The  rebel  army  is  in  my  front,  three  miles  distant,  with 
all  its  trains.  If  the  Sixth  Corps  can  hurry  up  we  will  have  sufficient 
strength,  I  will  hold  my  ground  unless  lam  driven  from  it.  I  under- 
stand that  Humphreys  is  just  after  the  Fifth  Army  Corps.  My  men  are 
out  of  rations  and  some  wagons  should  follow  quickly  after  the  Fifth 
Corps.     Please  notify  General  Grant. 

P.  H,  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  are  moving  from  Amelia  CourtHouse,  via  Jeters- 
ville and  Burke's  Station,  to  Danville.  Jeft'.  Davis  passed  over  this 
railroad  yesterday  to  Danville. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUABTBRa    AUMV   OP    THE   POTOMAO, 

April  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Geu.  Philip  Sheridan  : 

Unless  you  have  information  concerning  the  position  of  the  enemy 
which  renders  it  proper  lor  me  to  send  Humphreys  by  the  Jeteisville 
road  I  will  move  by  Old  Court-House  road  direct  to  Farmville.  If  you 
have  any  information  concerning  the  roads  or  any  guides  you  can  spare 
me  I  will  be  glad  to  have  them. 

UBO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Deep  Bvn,  April  4,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan: 

Your  dispatch  by  Colonel  Newhall  received.  I  send  you  my  order* 
and  my  dispatch^  to  Lieutenant-lieneral  Grant.  These  will  explain 
themselves  and  save  repetition.  The  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  shall  be 
with  you  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  meantime  your  wishes  or  sug- 
gestions as  to  any  movement  other  than  the  simple  one  of  overtaking 
you  will  be  promptly  acceded  to  by  me,  regardless  of  any  other  con- 
sideration than  tlie  vital  one  of  destroying  the  Army  of  Xortheru  Vir- 
ginia, which  I  judge  from  your  dispatch  you  consider  as  practicable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Circular.]  Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Jetersville,  April  4,  1865. 
The  troops  of  this  command  must  be  under  arms  at  4  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  and  it  is  especially  enjoined  that  they  be  kept  on  the  alert 
during  the  night. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

April  4, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  find  our  infantry  on  the  road  to  my  left,  after  turning, 
as  directed,  to  move  to  General  Crook's  front  and  right.  If  I  was 
opposed,  and  found  resistance  in  crossing,  I  can  ci'oss  at  Deep  Run, 
where  I  was,  and  will  do  so  with  my  whole  command,  as  I  think  it  the 
best  thing  I  can  do.  The  crossing  is  bad,  but  the  only  ford  on  the 
creek,  so  the  peojjle  say.  I  will  move  toward  Amelia  Court-House  if 
what  is  develojied  on  the  other  side  Deep  Creek  does  not  lead  me  to 
move  toward  Bevill's  Bridge.  I  think  the  enemy  has  gone  to  Amelia 
Court  House.  If  this  movement  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  general's 
desire  let  me  know.  I  will  send  Mackenzie  to  General  Crook  as  soon 
as  I  get  in  striking  distance  of  him. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  MBERITT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

'  See  orders,  9.30  p.  m.,  p.  549. 

t  See  Meade  to  Grant,  10.45  p.  m.,  p.  547. 
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April  4,  1865 — 3  p.  iii. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  am  now  on  tlieroad  to  Goode's  Bridge,  at  Beaver  Pond 
Creek.  I  have  met  a  small  picket  here  and  will  push  a  force  to  Bevill's 
Bridge.  The  road  to  Bevill's  Bridge  forks  from  this  at  Tabernacle 
Church,  a  short  distance  back.  The  enemy  passed  here  with  wagon 
ti  ains  toward  Bevill's  and  Goode's  Bridges.  Have  been  passing  trains 
here  since  Sunday.  Generals  Kosser  and  Fitz  Lee  camped  here  last 
night.  They  all  said  they  were  going  to  Lynchburg.  Everything 
indicates  they  aie  moving  that  way,  though  I  cannot  tell  certainly.  I 
will  be  able  to  give  more  definite  information  before  night.  Cavalry 
is  in  our  front;  I  Avill  push  tlieni  through,  and  give  you  all  information 
possible  A'ery  soon.  We  are  now  six  miles  from  Goode's  Bridge  and 
ten  from  Amelia  Uourt-House. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERBITT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


April  4,  1865 — 4  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  FoBSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  have  met  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  near  Beaver 
Pond  Creek.  They  seem  to  be  inclined  to  hold  the  forks  of  the  roads 
to  Amelia  Court  House  and  Goode's  Bridge.  (I  have  just  received  a 
report  from  Captain  Whiteford,  with  Mackenzie's  division.  I  inclose 
it.)  From  all  this  there  is  no  doubt  about  their  holding  Goode's  and 
Bevill's  Bridges,  with  a  view  of  crossing  the  Appomattox.  The  force  I 
sent  on  Bevill's  ISridge  road  reports  meeting  the  enemy.  In  how  great 
a  force  I  do  not  know.  I  will  hold  the  forks  at  Tabernacle  Church  and 
find  out  what  I  can.  Prisoners  just  taken  report  Heth,  Johnson,  and 
Pickett  in  our  front  with  all  the  enemy's  cavalry.  They  use  their  artil- 
lery freely.  We  have  taken  prisoners  from  Heth's  and  Johnson's  divis- 
ions. The  enemy  does  seem  inclined  to  hold  the  roads,  but  not  to 
advance.  Prisoners  just  taken  report  that  some  said  they  were  going 
to  Amelia  Court-Housc,  and  others  across  the  Appomattox.  Negroes 
report  all  trains  gone  to  the  bridges  on  Appomattox. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


April  4,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  I  send  you  a  black  boy  with  very  important  information. 
Let  the  general  see  him  and  question  him.  He  says  they  mean  fight  at 
Amelia  Court-House.  He  is  willing  to  tell,  and  knows  a  great  deal. 
The  works  in  our  front  are  heavily  manned  with  infantry.  I  will  stop 
here  to-night.  Will  you  please  let  the  boy  come  back  to  me.  I  want 
him  for  a  servant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major- General, 
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Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Jetersville,  on  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  April  4, 1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Merritt, 

Commanding  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divisions: 
General:  The  major-general  commaudiug  directs  tbat  you  pusli  on 
rapidly  with  your  command  to  this  place  (Jetersville).  From  the 
reports  of  prisoners  and  deserters  we  learn  that  the  rebel  army  is  in 
the  vicinity  of  Amelia  Court  House,  with  all  their  trains,  &c.,  andttiat 
they  are  moving-  this  way,  toward  Burkeville  Station.  We  have  just 
captured  telegraphic  dispatches  from  the  chief  commissary  of  General 
Lee's  army  ordering  up  to  Amelia  Court-House  200,000  rations;  also 
dispatches  ordering  up  forage,  &c.,  to  the  above  named  place.  General 
Mackenzie  has  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Amelia  Court-House 
during  this  afternoon.  From  all  accounts  the  advance  of  the  rebel 
army  cannot  be  more  than  three  or  four  miles  from  here  now.  Crook's 
division  of  cavalry  is  now  going  into  i)osition;  also  the  First  Division 
of  the  Fifth  Army  Cor])R.  It  is  important  that  you  should  come  on 
quickly.  The  enemy,  it  would  appear,  thought  that  our  forces  Avere 
following  up  Mackenzie,  and  have  no  idea  up  to  the  present  time  that 
we  are  here.  Orders  have  been  sent  back  to  hurry  up  the  Second  Army 
Corps  and  the  remaining  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
"Very  respectfully, 

elAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 

Chief  of  fifaf. 


APBir4  4,  18(i5. 
Brigadier-General   Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  am  encamped  to-night  at  Mr.  Adams'  house,  near  Beaver 
Pond  Creek.  I  have  sent  you  all  the  news  I  have.  There  is  a  large 
force  in  our  front.  General  Mackenzie  reports  having  engaged  a  very 
heavy  force  in  his  front  at  ^ive  Forks,  near  Amelia  Court-House.  He 
finds  both  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  The  enemy  used  artillery 
on  us  very  freely.  They  ex])ected  a  fight  here  to  day,  thinking  our 
infantry  would  be  this  way.  I  will  press  to  the  front  to-morrow  morn- 
ing unless  there  are  other  orders.  I  am  satisfied  the  enemy  will  leave 
our  front  as  soon  as  they  can  get  off.  Some  say  they  will  go  to  Lynch- 
burg, others  toward  Danville.  We  get  plenty  of  forage,  and  are  doing 
but  jjoorly  for  rations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major-  Oeneral. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
A'e«r  Jeter''s  Station,  Va.,  April  4,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 

(Received  11.30  p.  m.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  Merritt  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  rapidly  to  this  place.  General  Sheridan  thinks  the 
enemy  are  trying  to  hold  your  command  whilst  they  are  moving  their 
trains  in  an  opposite  direction,  toward  Danville  or  Lynchburg.  Gen- 
eral Mackenzie  is  ordered  to  feel  the  enemy  frequently  and  make  con- 
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staiit  demoustratious  without  pusbiug  them  too  hard,  merely  holding 
them,  in  fact,  while  we  make  other  arrangements  here.  The  general 
orders  tliat  you  take  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route  to  this 
point.  It  is  important  that  you  should  be  here  early  in  the  morning. 
The  whole  rebel  army,  trains,  artillery,  &c.,  are  now  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Amelia  Ooxirt- House,  and  were  trying  to  make  their  way  to 
Danville  via  this  point  and  Burkeville.  They  evidently  supposed  from 
your  and  Mackenzie's  attack  to-day  that  you  were  the  advance  of  our 
army,  and  we  were  moving  up  in  your  rear.  They  had  no  idea  that  we 
would  strike  this  point,  and  are  evidently  surprised.  Telegraphic  dis- 
patches from  General  Lee's  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  of 
subsistence,  ordering  200,000  rations  and  forage,  were  captured  hero 
this  evening.  I  think  we  have  received  all  of  your  dispatches  of  to  day. 
iSoiiie  of  your  men  were  here.     I  will  keep  tlie  colored  boy  for  you;  also 


the  sergeant. 


JAS.  W.  FORSYTH. 

Chief  of  Httiff. 


Oavalby  Heauquartkks, 
Ow  tht'.  Road  to  Jetersville,  April  4,  IMJo, 
Major-(ieueraI  CROOK, 

Commanding  Cavalry . 
Move  up  to  Jetersville.     I  am  making  for  that  point.     Send  a  party 
to  tlie  Junction. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


OAVALKV    HEAUyUAliTlilllS, 

Near  Jetersville,  Va.,  April  4,  1805 — 8.43  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Geoege  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division : 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  a 
detail  of  100  well  mounted  men,  with  a  proper  complement  of  commis- 
sioned officers,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Jennings'  Ordinary,  and  thoroughly 
destroy  the  liichmond  and  Danville  Railroad  from  that  point  toward 
Burkeville  Junction;  they  will  destroy  to  the  Junction,  if  possible. 
Ou  the  completiou  of  this  important  charge  they  (!an  rejoin  their  com- 
mand at  their  leisure.  You  will  direct  the  commanding  officers  of  these 
troops  to  obey  all  orders  given  them  by  Capt.  George  F.  Holman,  acting 
aide-de-camp  at  these  headquarters,  who  will  accompany  the  expedi- 
tion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  AS.  W.   FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Hbadquartkrm  Cavalry  Division, 

April  4,  1865—5.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Baker, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Captain:  I  am  at  present  at  Five  Forks.  Have  had  a  slight  skir- 
mish. Have  heard  from  many  sources  that  there  is  a  large  force  of 
infantry  at  Amelia  Court-House.    As  I  have  only  about  1,100  men  with 
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me  I  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  attack  until  I  heard  from  either 
General  Crook  or  yourself.  If  I  do  not  hear  from  you  before  dark  I 
shall  retire  some  little  distance  to  go  into  camp.  I  learned  from  a 
deserter  belonging  to  Mahone's  division  that  a  large  part  of  the  rebel 
army  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Amelia  Court-House.  Please  let 
me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible  of  your  own  position,  that  of  Gen- 
eral Devin,  and  that  of  the  infantry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Bri<fa(]im--General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Hkadquartkrs  Akmy  ok  the  Potomac, 

April  4,  J865 — 6.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Warben, 

City  Point  or  Petersburg : 
Willcox's  division  will  be  relieved  by  troops  of  General  Weitzel.    On 
being  relieved  General  Willcox  will  be  moved  to  Sutherland's  Station, 
and  will  take  charge  of  and  guard  the  South  Side  Railroad  from  Peters- 
burg to  the  rear  of  the  army. 

GEO.  G,  MEADE. 
(Copy  t<)  General  WilU;()X.) 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  Petersburg,  Va., 

No.  1,  )  Petersburg,  April  4, 1865. 

In  pursuance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  85,  dated  April  3,  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy — 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren  will  take  command  of  all  ths  troops  at  City  Point,  Peters- 
burg, and  on  the  South  Side  Railroad — 

the  undersigned  assumes  command.    Headquarters  will  be  till  further 
orders  with  Major-General  Willcox,  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Adams  streets,  in  Petersburg.    My  aides  are  Maj.  E.  B.  Cope  and  Capt. 
James  W.  Wadswortli. 
Itespeetfnlly, 

G.  K.  WAEREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  )  Udqrs.  Defenses  ok  Petersburg,  Va., 

No.  2.  )  April  4,  1865. 

1.  Major-General  Benham  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
defenses  at  City  Point  and  the  protection  of  the  railroad  between  that 
place  and  Petersburg.  He  will  send  one-half  the  cavalry  force  of  his 
command  to  report  to  these  headquarters,  including  in  this  apportion- 
ment that  part  of  his  cavalry  already  with  General  Willcox,  which  has 
already  reported. 

2.  Major-General  Willcox  will  detail  a  brigade  to  guard  the  town 
and  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox,  the  commander  of  which  will 
be  the  governor  of  the  city,  and  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  city  will  be  under  the  orders  directly  of  these  head- 
quarters, but  will  make  the  usual  reports  and  returns  and  requisitions 
to  his  division  headquarters. 
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3.  Major-General  Willcox,  with  the  remainder  of  his  division  and 
artillery,  will  take  measures  to  hold  the  defenses  of  Petersburg  to 
protect  the  workmen  engaged  in  repairing  the  South  Side  Railroad 
and  guard  it  as  fast  as  put  in  running  order. 

4.  The  governor  of  the  city  will  arrest  all  stragglers  from  other 
commands  and  send  them  in  detachments,  properly  directed,  to  the 
front.  He  will  make  headquarters  at  the  court-house,  and  all  other 
headquarters  belonging  to  the  forces  on  duty  in  the  defenses  and 
guarding  the  railroad  and  all  offices  and  officers  will  be  located  out  of 
the  city  and  contiguous  to  their  commands.  The  governor  of  the  city 
will  see  to  the  execution  of  this,  and  the  provost-marshal  serving  with 
him  will  be  the  provost-marshal  of  the  city. 

5.  Major-General  Benham  and  Major-General  Willcox  will  report 
as  soon  as  practicable  the  disposition  of  their  forces  tinder  this  order 
and  their  composition  and  number. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Warren : 

E.  B.  GOPE, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


HDyK«.  Knginkkk  Bkic.  and  Dkkknsks  ok  City  Point, 

April  4,  1865. 
Maj.  E.  B.  Cope, 

Aidede-Camp,  General  Warren's  Headquarters,  Petersburg: 
General  Orders,  Nos.  1  and  2,  received  at  12.20.  The  200  cavalry 
left  at  Petersburg  with  General  Willcox,  with  twenty-five  sent  with  the 
President  to-day,  and  forty  to  fifty  now  being  sent  out  with  ambulance 
train  to  Dinwiddle  Court  House,  are  all  that  I  have  under  my  orders 
mounted  as  yet,  excepting  one  company,  perhaps  fifty  men,  of  First 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  I  have  just  ordered  to  watch  the  roads  south 
and  east  from  Bailey's  Creek.  The  balance  of  this  last  regiment  have 
been  ordered  in  to  return  to  General  Patrick.  As  soon  as  possible  to 
get  horses  I  will  have  more  mouute<l.  1  have  no  troopg  to  guard  the 
defenses  except  about  300  artillerists,  and  perhaps  100  engineers,  and 
sixty  or  eighty  engineers  here.  My  Fifteenth  Regiment  New  York 
Engineers  has  not  yet  returned  from  Petersburg,  and  I  sent  about  100 
men  with  bridge  raft  to  Richmond  last  night.  General  Patrick's 
infantry,  about  1,500  to  1,800  men,  are  all  the  other  troops  here,  and 
they  are  guarding  and  escorting  prisoners  away  on  steamers. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquartkrs  Dkkknsks  of  Petersburg, 

April  4,  1R65, 
Brigadier-General  Benham: 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  in  relation  to  your  command.  I  thought 
you  had  more  troops.  The  engineer  regiments  I  understood  the  col- 
onel to  say  were  to  return  to  you  this  morning.  I  will  send  some  of 
Colonel  Sanders'  men  to  relieve  Captain  Andrews  at  Cedar  Level. 
Let  me  know  if  you  are  unable  to  keep  up  the  line  of  cavalry  pickets 
from  King  George  Court  House  to  the  James. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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Hdqks.  Enginekb  Brig,  and  Defknses  of  City  Point, 

April  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Waeren, 

Petersburg : 
Colonel  Brainerd,  with  tlie  engineers,  returned  this  afternoon.  After 
consultation  with  Colonel  Bowers  yesterday,  and  before  I  received  any 
dispatch  from  you,  1  ordered  in  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  to 
General  Patrick,  except  one  company  ordered  to  keep  five  men  out  on 
each  of  the  two  roads  beyond  Bailej^'s  Creek  for  two  or  three  miles,  and 
five  at  the  creek.  If  you  deem  it  necessary  to  keep  the  vedette  line  up 
from  the  Blackwater  to  James  Kiver  some  200  more  cavalry  than  I 
now  have  will  be  required.  I  have  withdrawn  the  few  in  front  or  west. 
Do  you  deem  these  to  be  needed? 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  tfeneral. 


Pktkbshttrg,  April  1,  18H5. 
General  Benham  : 

In  reply  to  your  telegram,  the  general  commanding  desires  that  you 
make  what  disposition  yon  think  necessary  in  regard  to  that  portion  of 
the  line  from  which  the  vedettes  have  been  Avithdrawu.  if  you  think 
the  line  should  be  continuous,  and  have  not  troops  enough  to  do  it,  he 
will  send  you  more  if  it  is  possible  to  spare  them. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

E.  E.  COPE, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Cavqi. 


Hd^ks.  Enginkku  Kbk;.  anu  DKFKNSEti  OF  City  Point, 

April  4, 1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer^  General  Grants  Headquarters  : 

In  accordance  with  tlie  approval  of  General  Grant  I  last  evening 
sent  a  bridge  raft  foi  1,200  feet  uj)  to  Ilichinond,  and  if  not  delayed  by 
torpedoes,  or  the  iear  of  them,  it  should  be  there  early  this  morning. 
Do  you  think  it  ex])edient  to  bring  down  to  this  place  any  more  of  the 
siege  material  lately  called  for  ? 

H.  \V.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Wilson's  S'j-ation,  April  1,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  II.  W,  Benham  : 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  get  any  more  siege  materials.  The  pon- 
toon materials  may  perhai)s  be  reduced,  but  1  have  a  copy  before  n)e 
of  the  requisition.  It  is  only  necessary  to  keep  the  present  trains  in 
good  condition.  Lieutenant-(7eneral  Grant  has  been  informed  con- 
cerning the  bridge  equipage  sent  to  Kiclnnond. 

.).  G.  BARNAIil), 
Brevet  Major-General. 
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Pktkurbttrg,  April  4,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gpu.  H.  L.  Abbot: 

Gknkual  :  Will  you  make  arrangements  to  remove  the  aniinuiiitiou 
and  ordnance  stores  from  the  rebel  defenses  at  Petersburg.  The  guns 
are  .spiked  and  all  is  useless  now.  The  guns  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Ai^jjomattox  are  not  injured,  I  am  told. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-Geveral  of  Volunteer/!. 


Bboadway  Land  INC,  ^'A.,  April  4,  1865. 
Major-General  Warrkn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 
I  have  made  arrangements  with  Colonel  Tidball  about  the  ordnance. 
He  is  to  attend  to  the  field  guns  and  ammunition,  and  I  am  to  take 
care  of  the  siege  ordnance.  1  have  posted  guards  over  all  the  latter 
(on  both  sides  of  the  Appomattox)  that  could  be  found,  and  shall  remove 
it  as  fa.st  as  my  means  of  transportation  will  allow.  Shall  see  you 
shortly. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Siege  Artillery, 


Hatohkr's  Farm,  April  4, 1865 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  12  p.  m.) 
General  Abbot  : 

Your  artillery  brigade  will  remain  until  further  orders,  occupying 
such  forts  on  our  present  line  as  you  may  think  best.  Station  guards 
early  to-morrow  to  such  houses  next  in  rear  of  the  line  as  are  occupied 
by  women.    Make  your  reports  to  me  at  Petersburg. 

G.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General. 


Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  April  4, 1865 — 12  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hartsuff, 

Commanding  Defenses,  Bermuda  Hundred: 
VoyiT  telegram  relative  to  the  Bermnda  lines  is  received. 

HENRY   L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers,  Gomdg.  Artillery  Brigade. 


Richmond,  April  4, 1865. 

(Received  12  p.  m.) 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Abbot: 

There  are  many  heavy  guns  on  the  outer  lines  of  the  defenses  of  this 
j)lace  which  should  be  removed  at  once.  Can  you  furnish  a  sling-cart  or 
two  with  sufficient  number  of  mules  or  horses  for  the  purpose*  If  you 
can  spare  the  men  also  it  will  be  still  better. 

W.  R.  KING, 
JAeuienant  and  Acting  Chief  Engineer, 
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Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  April  4, 1866 — 12  ■p.  m. 

Lieut.  W.  K.  King, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer,  Richmond: 
I  am  using  all  my  meaus  of  transportation  iu  removing  the  captuied 
ordnance  at  Petersburg  and  on  Bermuda  lines.  Hope  to  be  able  to 
begin  on  those  of  Richmond  day  after  to  morrow.  Can  you  give  me  a 
list  of  most  important  localities  ?  The  water  batteries  are  so  very  heavy 
that  they  had  better  remain  until  last.  If  possible  a  small  guard  should 
be  placed  over  the  best  guns.  I  shall  try  to  load  the  water  batteries  on 
a  flat  boat  if  the  quartermaster  can  supply  one. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers.  Gomdg.  Siege  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Post, 
Gity  Point,  Va.,  Aprii  4,  1865. 

Col.  Charles  G.  Loring, 

Assistant  Inspector-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  have  just  seen  for  the  first  time  your  note  to  General  H. 
W.  Benham  relieving  the  troops  ot  his  command  from  duty  with  the 
Ninth  Corps,  and  am  very  grateful  to  Major-General  Parke  for  the  com- 
plimentary language  lie  uses  in  speaking  of  my  troops.  Immediately 
upon  leaving  the  Defenses  of  City  Point  my  brigade  became  a  separate 
and  distinct  command,  not  in  any  way  subject  to  the  orders  of  General 
Benham,  and  what  was  done  by  me  was  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  Brigadier-General  Griffin,  to  whom  I  was  ordered  to  report.  I  men- 
tion this  in  justice  both  to  my  command  General  Griffin,  and  myself. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  T.  COLLIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 


Richmond,  April  4, 1865. 
Lieutenant- General  Grant  : 

I  just  received  your  dispatch  of  yesterday.     All  have  been  attended 
to.    Quiet  now  reigns. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Detachment  Army  of  the  James, 

April  4,  1865. 
Col.  T,  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City  Point: 
Tour  dispatch  of  yesterday  only  received  this  morning.     Nothing 
new  here.    The  fires  are  out  and  perfect  quiet  reigns. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 
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HKADyUABTKHS    AKMIKS    OF    'I'HH    UNITED    STATES, 

April  4,  lHf>6. 
Major-Geueral  Weitzel: 

Send  troops  aud  a  suitable  cominander  for  the  city  of  Petersburg  to 
relieve  the  troops  now  tbere.  I  think  you  hart  better  send  Hartsnftfor 
this  duty. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Sutherland's  Station,  April  4,  ]snr>. 
Major-Cxeiiernl  Weitzel, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
Arrest  all  editors  and  proprietors  of  Richmond  papers  still  remain- 
ing in  the  city  aud  send  them  to  Fort  Monroe  for  confinenjent,  subject 
to  my  orders.  Do  not  let  your  intention  get  out,  but  give  this  job  to 
the  provost-marshal,  with  instructions  to  be  quiet  about  it  and  not  to 
let  them  escape  if  they  still  remain  in  town. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Oe-nera  I. 


Headqiiabters  Armv  of  the  James, 

April  4,  Itifi.';. 
General  Weitzel, 

Commanding,  Richmond  : 
Relieve  the  garrison  at  City  Point  with  a  large  brigade  of  your  forces, 
and  direct  the  commander  of  the  troops  relieved  toieport  for  orders  by 
telegraph  to  General  Meade.  General  Ludlow  and  the  garrison  at 
Williamsburg  will  be  withdrawn  from  that  place.  Assign  the  general 
to  a  brigade  of  your  corps.  The  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Adams,  will  be  sent  to  Petersburg,  the  commander  to  report  for  orders 
to  General  Hartsuff.  The  depots  on  the  James  and  Appomattox,  now 
unnecessary  t«)  supply  the  army,  except  City  Point,  will  be  broken  up. 
Material  and  troops  there  will  be  taken  to  Richmond.  Notify  General 
Gordon  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  of  Williamsburg  and  its  being 
ordered  to  report  to  you.  Keep  as  few  troops  in  the  city  as  possible. 
General  Devens'  and  General  Kautz's  divisions  will  be  placed  in  camps 
out  of  town  and  held  in  readiness  for  the  field.  Acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  this  dispatch,  and  telegraph  me  when  you  hear  from  Colonel 
Sumner. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


HlOHMONl),  April   4,  iSt>'>. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord: 

Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  City  Point,  Williamsburg,  and  Rich- 
mond, and  other  matters  received.  Orders  are  being  issued  to  carry 
out  your  instructions. 

O.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  Oi'7ieraL 


568  y.  AND  SK.  VA.,  "W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Ohap.  I.vni. 

JIdqhk.  Defknrks  of  BKitMimA  Hundred,  Va., 

April  •/,  18fi5. 
(ieiieral   Weitzei,  : 

I  have  just  lieard  tliat  telegra])h  coininuiiication  is  open  with  llich- 
moiul.  I  congratulate  you  on  being  the  first  to  entei'.  1  occupy  Ches- 
ter Station  with  1,200  men.  Don't  you  want  me  for  military  comman- 
dant?    Nothing  to  do,  and  no  necessity  for  me  here  now.     Can't  you 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-  General . 


Major-Oeneral  Hartsttff: 

You  will  move  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  with  your  command 
and  occupy  Petersburg,  relieving  the  troops  now  there.  Leave  small 
garrisons  in  the  detached  redoubts  on  Bermuda  Hundred  to  protect  the 
hospital. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-6eneral. 

Aprti.  4,  180.")— 9  p.  m. 
General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  : 
One  brigade  of  my  command  will  occupy  Petersburg  to-night,  reliev- 
ing the  troops  now  there.  Another  will  follow  to-morrow.  1  will  go 
to-morrow.  Was  at  Fort  Darling  when  your  dispatch  arrived,  and  did 
not  return  till  after  dark.  The  whole  command  could  go  to-night,  but 
a  portion  is  at  Chester  Station,  and  has  been  engaged  all  day  in  recon- 
noitering.  I  will  leave  the  Artillery  Brigade  of  the  command  here  as 
garrisons  for  the  outposts  until  further  instructions.  Who  am  I  to 
report  to  diiect  from  Petersburg?  Would  be  much  obliged  to  General 
Shepley  if  he  would  send  me  copies  of  his  orders,  he  having  had  much 
experience  in  such  commands.     Please  ask  him  to  do  so. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


Hatcher's  Farm,  April  4,  JSti'). 
Major-General  Wkitzel: 

In  the  absence  of  General  Hartsutf  at  the  front  1  have  ordered  the 
infantry  command  in  readiness  to  move,  awaiting  the  return  of  the 
general.  I  would  state  that  one  of  my  brigades  is  stationed  at  Chester 
Depot,  and  that  I  ordered  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Chester- 
field Court-House  to  cover  a  small  party  1  sent  out  to  the  coal  mines 
to  bring  three  engines  which  have  been  reported  to  be  there  in  good 
condition,  having  captured  the  engineers  themselves,  they  also  having 
volunteered  to  bring  them  in. 

E.  FERRERO, 
Brevet  Major-Genenil. 
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Htcaiiqttarteks  Infantry  Division, 

April  4,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 
Alajor-General  Weitzel: 

1  have  ordered  one  brigade  of  2,000  men  and  a  light  battery  to  proceed 
at  once  to  Petersburg  and  report  to  officer  in  command.  Will  send 
the  remainder  of  troops  on  the  general's  return. 

E,  FEERERO, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Infantry  Division, 
Defenxes  of  Bermnrla  JIundred,  April  4,  1865, 
Col.  George  C.  Kibbe, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 
Colonel  :  You  will  proceed  at  once  with  your  brigade  and  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Petersburg.  March  by  way  of  Cobb's  Hill 
Tower  and  Brnadway  Landing,  and  take  the  Thirty-third  New  York 
Independent  Battery,  Captain  Wheeler  (which  lies  to  the  left  of  Bat- 
tery Burpee),  along  with  you.  Captain  Wheeler  has  been  ordered  to 
move  with  yon,  and  under -your  command. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero : 

GEO.  A.  HICKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 
Wihonh  Station,  Sovth  Side  Railroad,  April  4,  1865. 
General  Graham, 

Commanding,  Portsmouth,  Ya.: 
Send  a  party  of  cavalry  out  toward  Weldon  as  far  as  you  can  to  get 
intelligence  of  Colonel  Sumuer,  to  return  to-morrow  night,  and  report 
by  telegraph  what  they  learn. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 
Wilson's  Station,  Sovth  Side  Railroad,  April  4,  186.'}. 
General  Gordon, 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Virginia: 

General  Ludlow  and  garrison  of  Williamsburg  are  directed  to  report 
for  duty  to  General  Weit/.el  for  duty  near  Richmond. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Richmond,  April  4, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Gordon, 

Norfolk,  Ya.: 

General  Ord  has  ordered  me  to  withdraw  the  garrison  at  Williams- 
burg and  to  order  General  Ludlow  and  his  command  to  report  to  me. 

G.  WEITZBL, 

Major-General. 
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liicHMONi),  April  4,  J865, 
Brevet  Brig:a<iier-(Teneral  Ludlow, 

Williamshurg : 
The  garrison  at  Williamsburg  will  be  withdrawn.     You  will  i«port 
with  your  command  to  the  commanding  general  at  Richmond. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Weitzel: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Point  Lookout,  April  4,  1863. 
Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Yorktown,  Va. : 
The  transport  Harriet  De  Ford  has  been  captured  in  Chesapeake  Bay. 
She  is  a  large  sidewheel  ocean  steamer.    Be  careful  to  overhaul  all 
vessels  and  allow  nothing  to  surprise  any  of  your  vessels  at  any  time. 

E.  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  4,  JSnti — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Winchester,  Va.: 
1  presume  General  Grant  will  send  you  orders  as  soon  as  he  can 
ascertain  Lee's  intentions.  If  he  goes  to  Lynchburg  you  will  probably 
move  up  the  Valley.  If  he  goes  south  toward  Danville  you  will  prob- 
ably go  by  water  to  Sherman.  TJiese  were  General  Grant's  views  a 
few  days  ago.    Be  prepared  for  orders  at  any  moment. 

H.  W,  HALLEGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Winchester,  Va.,  April  4,  1865 — 12  noon. 

(Received  1.30  ]).  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  am  moving  all  my  infantry — about  18,000 — to  Kernstowu  for  the 
double  purpose  of  putting  the  troops  in  condition  and  being  pi  epared 
for  any  movements  in  the  Valley.  Torbert  has  gone  up  the  Valley 
with  about  3,000  cavalry  on  a  reconnaissance.  It  is  understood  the 
enemy's  cavalry  picketed  at  Rude's  Hill  last  night. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- Genei-al. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  4,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Emoey, 

Cumberland : 

A  movement  up  the  Valley  is  liable  to  be  ordered  at  any  inonieut,  and 
the  general  desires  you  to  see  that  the  troops  Hvailable  have  their  trans- 
portation, ammunition,  and  supjdie.s  on  hand.     It  is  probable  a  concen- 
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Uatioii  would  be  made  at  Beverly  of  the  Fourteeutb,  Seveuteeutb,  aiid 
Second  West  Virginia,  the  Tweiity-eiglitb  Ohio,  tbe  Third  Mary- 
land Potomac  Home  Brigade,  the  Seventy-fourth  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  'JVenty-second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  with  two  batteries,  to  move 
into  the  Valley  by  way  of  Warm  Springs.  General  Hayes  will  be 
assigned  to  the  conunand.  The  cavalry  in  the  Kanawha  must  also  be 
ready  to  move.  The  general  desires  all  arrangements  short  of  actual 
concentration  to  be  made  at  once.  A  schedule  of  proposed  arrange- 
ment of  troops  on  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  will  be  sent  you 
tomorrow. 

C,  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  &c. 


Headquarters  Middlk  Military:  Divisiok, 

April  4,  18fi5. 
General  Dwight,  , 

Stephenson'' s  Depot: 
The  cavalry  was  to  have  moved  at  daylight  this  joorning  and  ought 
to  reach  your  post  by  10  or  11  a.  ni. 

Of  course  it  is  intended  you  should  bring  up  the  artillery  from  the 
station. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

Headquartkrs  Middle  MiLiTAitY  Division, 

April  4,  1865. 
General  Dwight  : 

Gkneral:  Major-General  Hancock  directs  that  wlien  the  cavalry 
returns  from  its  reconnaissance  that  you  withdraw  youi'  divi.si()U  as  far 
as  Mill  Creek,  just  south  of  Winchester,  covering  the  Valley  jiike,  the 
Back  and  Front  Royal  roads. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  i.  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Tobbert, 

Chief  of  Cavalry: 
Major-General  Hancock  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  his  information 
leads  him  to  believe  there  can  be  no  truth  in  the  reports  brought  in  by 
your  officers.  Pickett's  division  is  reported  in  to-day's  papers  as  hav- 
ing been  engaged  witli  Sheridan  at  Petersburg.  The  general  desires 
you  to  make-as  thorough  a  recoiinaissance  as  possible  and  dispose  of  as 
much  of  Rossei's  cavalry  as  you  may  be  able  to  reach  with  your  supply 
of  rations.  When  you  return  you  can  go  into  camp  with  your  force 
<!oncentrated  near  Kernstown,  with  one  brigade  at  Berryville.  The 
force  at  Berryville  need  not  be  over  1,000  men.  When  you  arrive  at 
Kernstown  the  infantry  now  there  will  be  withdrawn. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hkadquakters  Middlk  Military  Division, 

April,  4,  1865. 
General  FiiSSENDEN, 

Commanding  Post: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  brigade 
up  the  Valley  pike  to  the  intrenched  line  on  the  Opequon  and  camp  for 
the  night.  It  is  not  essential  that  you  should  occupy  the  line,  so  that 
yon  are  in  the  vicinity  where  you  can  easily  reach  it  should  the  enemy 
drive  in  our  cavalry.  You  can  camp  between  Kernstown  and  the  line 
if  it  gets  dark  before  you  are  able  to  get  up. 

Tour  commissary  must  necessarily  stay  here  for  a  day  or  two,  but 
will  be  sent  to  you  at  once  in  case  of  farther  movement.  Meanwhile 
some  regimental  quartermaster  must  perform  the  duties  of  acting  com- 
missary of  subsistence  for  your  brigade. 

The  general  wishes  you  to  leave  your  provost  guards  in  town  until 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  of  the  First  (3orps,  when  the  guards  will  be 
relieved  and  ordered  to  join  your  command. 
Kespectfully, 

0.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  5, 1865. 

(Received  11.55  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State: 

Yours  of  to-day  received.  I  think  there  is  no  probability  of  my 
remaining  here  more  than  two  days  longer.  If  that  is  too  long  come 
down.    1  passed  last  night  at  Richmond  and  have  just  returned. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Nottoicay  Gourt-Hovse,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Last  night  General  Sheridan  was  on  the  Danville  railroad  south  of 
Amelia  Court-House,  and  sent  word  to  General  Meade,  who  was  follow- 
ing with  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  by  what  is  known  as  the  River 
road,  that  if  the  troops  could  be  got  up  in  time  he  had  hopes  of  captur- 
ing or  dispersing  the  whole  of  Lee's  army.  I  am  moving  with  the  left 
wing,  commanded  by  General  Ord,  by  the  Cox  or  direct  Burkeville 
road.  We  will  be  to-night  in  or  near  Burkeville.  I  have  had  no  commu- 
nication with  Sheridan  or  Meade  to-day,  but  hope  to  hear  very  soon  that 
they  have  come  up  with  and  captured  or  broken  up  the  balance  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  In  every  direction  we  hear  of  the  men  of 
that  army  going  home,  generally  without  arms. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Nottoway  Court-Hoitse,  April  5, 1865. 
Hon.  E,  M,  Stanton, 


The  following  dispatch  is  just  received  from  General  Sheridan.    Gen- 
eral Meade  was  following  the  same  road  pursued  by  Sheridan,  and 
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Lieutenant  Dunn,  of  my  staff,  who  brought  the  dispatch,  met  the 
Second  Corps  within  five  miles  of  Amelia.  General  Ord  will  push  for- 
ward by  Burkeville,  and  endeavor  to  intercept  the  outlet  south : 

Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Jete)-aville,  April  5, 1866. 
Lieuteuant-General  Grant  : 

General:  The  'whole  of  Lee's  army  is  at  or  near  Amelia  Court-House,  and  on  this 
side  of  it.  General  Davies,  whom  I  sent  out  to  Paiueville  on  their  right  flank,  has 
jiist  captured  six  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  wagons.  We  can  capture  the  Army 
of  Northern  Vijginia  if  force  enough  can  be  thrown  to  this  point,  and  then  advance 
upon  it.  My  cavalry  was  at  Burkeville  yesterday,  and  six  miles  beyond  on  the  Dan- 
ville road  last  night.  Lee  is  at  Amelia  Court-House  in  person.  They  are  out,  or 
nearly  out,  of  rations.  They  were  advancing  up  the  railroad  toward  Burkeville 
yesterday  when  we  intercepted  them  at  this  point. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  Geii  eral. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Junction  South  Side  and  Danville  Raileoads, 

Burkeville,  April  5, 1865 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.  6th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  received  the  following  dispatch*  at  6.30 
p.  m.  to-day  while  on  his  way  to  this  point  and  at  once  proceeded  to 
General  Sheridan's  headquarters.  General  Grant  directed  me  to  trans- 
mit the  dispatch  to  you  on  the  opening  of  the  telegraph  office  at  this 
place  and  to  say  that  the  Sixth  Corps  without  doubt  reached  General 
Sheridan's  position  within  an  hour  or  two  after  the  dispatch  was 
written.  Two  divisions  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  will  encamp  here 
to-night  and  one  division  of  the  Twentj'-fifth  Corps  at  Blacks  and 
Whites  Station,  South  Side  Railroad. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  5, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

It  is  desirable  that  all  letters,  papers,  and  correspondence,  private 
or  public,  found  at  Richmond,  in  the  post-ofQce  or  elsewhere,  should  be 
immediately  sent  to  Mr.  Seward  by  special  messenger.  I  have  ordered 
Weitzel  to  do  so,  but  if  you  can  spare  an  intelligent  and  trusty  officer 
to  see  that  it  is  done  i)lea.se  give  the  order.  I  would  greatly  prefer 
some  other  person  than  Shejiley  for  military  governor.  Please  remove 
him  immediately  and  appoint  some  good  man  of  your  own  selection, 
who  has  not  been  connected  with  Butler's  administration.  Had  not 
Weitzel  better  have  duty  elsewhere  than  Richmond? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

*  See  Sheridan  to  Grant,  3  p.  m.,  p.  582. 
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Aiken's  Landing,  April  5, 1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Little  is  known  at  City  Point.  Few  officers  left,  and  those  over- 
whelmed with  Avcrk.  Lee  telegraphed  Jeff.  Davis  3  p.  ni.  Sunday  that 
he  was  driven  back  and  must  evacuate.  This  was  announced  in 
church.  Jeff.  Davis  had  sold  his  furniture  previously  at  auction  and 
was  ready  to  leave.  All  leading  men  got  away  that  evening.  Rebel 
iron  clads  were  exploded.  Virginia  lies  sunk  in  James  River  above 
obstructions.  Ewell  set  city  on  fire.  All  business  portion  of  Main 
street  to  the  river  destroyed.  Bridges  across  river  also  destroyed.  Many 
families  remain.  Mrs.  Lee  remains.  At  Petersburg  public  stores  were 
burned  and  a  few  houses  caught  fire,  but  not  much  damage  was  done 
to  the  city.  Bridges  there  also  destroyed.  Will  report  fully  from 
Richmond.  Cannot  get  clear  idea  of  our  loss.  The  only  general  killed 
is  Winthrop.  Potter  dangerously  wounded  in  groin.  General  Grant 
has  commanded  armies  in  person  since  beginning  of  operations,  having 
got  disgusted  with  General  Meade's  stickling  about  his  own  dignity. 
General  Grant  relieved  Warren  from  Fifth  Corps  Sunday  for  disaster 
of  Friday.  Griffiu  commands  that  corps.  Warren  commands  defenses 
of  Petersburg.  Headquarters  will  be  moved  to  Richmond*  to-morrow. 
Weitzel  has  appointed  Shepley  governor  of  Richmond.  Have  not 
seen  tlie  President.  He  went  to  Richmond  yesterday  moruing. 
Weather  fine. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  5,  1865 — 4  p.  m. 

(Received  8.25  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
General  Weitzel  learned  at  3  a.  m.  on  Monday  that  Richmond  was 
being  evacuated,  and  at  daylight  moved  forward,  first  taking  care  to  give 
his  men  breakfast,  in  tlie  expectation  they  might  have  to  fight.  He  met 
no  opposition,  and  on  entering  the  city  was  greeted  with  hearty  welcome 
from  the  jnass  of  the  people.  The  mayor  went  out  to  meet  him  to 
surrender  the  city,  but  missed  him  in  the  road.  General  Weitzel  finds 
much  suffering  aud  poverty  among  the  population.  The  rich  as  well  as 
the  poor  are  destitute  of  food.  He  is  about  to  issue  supplies  to  all  who 
take  the  oath.  The  inhabitants  now  number  about  20,000,  half  of  them 
of  African  descent.  It  is  not  true  that  Jeff".  Davis  sold  his  furniture 
before  leaving.  It  is  all  in  his  house,  where  I  am  now  writing.  He 
left  at  7  p.  m.  Sunday  by  the  Danville  railroad.  All  the  members  of 
Congress  escaped.  Hunter  has  gone  home.  Governor  Smith  went  with 
the  army.  Judge  Campbell  remains  here.  Weitzel  took  here  1,000 
prisoners,  besides  wounded.  These  number  5,000  in  nine  hospitals; 
captured  cannon,  number  at  least  500  pieces;  5,000  muskets  have  been 
found  in  one  lot;  30  locomotives  and  300  cars  are  found  here.  The 
I'etersburg  railroad  bridge  is  totally  destroyed;  that  of  Danville  road 
partially,  so  that  connection  with  Petersburg  can  easily  be  made  in 
that  way.     All   rebel  vessels    are  destroyed  except  an  unfinished 

"Another  copy  says  Petersburg. 
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lain,  wliicli  has  her  machiueiy  in  her  perfect.  Tredegar  works  are 
unharmed  and  machinery  is  running  there  to-day  under  Weitzel's 
orders.  Libby  Prison  and  Oastle  Tli under  have  also  escaped  the  fire 
find  are  filled  with  rebel  prisoners  of  war.  Most  editors  have  fled,  espe- 
(•ially  John  Mitchell.  Whig  appeared  yesterday  as  Union  paper,  with 
iiiiiiie  of  its  former  proprietor  at  head.  Theater  opens  here  tonight. 
\Veit/el  de^icribes  the  reception  of  the  President  yesterday  ns  entlm- 
siastic  ill  tlie  extreme. 

U.  A.  DAI4A. 


Washingtcw,  April  r>,  JSHo — 9.30  p.  m. 
Assistant  Skorktary  of  War, 

Richmond  : 
Your  telegram  from  Richmond  received.  I  have  directed  W^eitzel  to 
secure  all  the  letters,  jiapers,  and  correspondence  in  the  post-ofQce and 
other  departments  at  Kichmond  and  transmit  them  to  Secretary  of 
State.  Secretary  of  State  was  badly  hurt  this  evening  by  a  fall  from 
his  carriage.  You  will  see  Weitzel  and  take  charge  of  the  papers  and 
transmit  them  to  this  Department.  It  is  reiwrled  [sic]  such  directions 
to  Weitzel  and  other  officers  as  may  be  required  for  the  purpose.  Tele- 
graph all  the  information  you  can  get  as  to  aiif'airs  at  Kichmond  and 
elsewhere. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  )Var. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  5,  1866 — 1  p.  m. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Judge  Campbell  and  Mr.  Meyer  had  an  interview  with  the  President 
liere  this  morning  to  consider  how  Virginia  can  be  brought  back  to  the 
Union.  All  they  ask  is  an  amnesty  and  a  military  convention,  to  cover 
appearances.  Slavery  they  admit  to  be  defunct.  General  Weitzel, 
who  was  present,  tells  me  that  the  President  did  not  promise  the 
aiunesty,  but  told  them  he  had  the  pardoning  power,  and  would  save 
any  repentant  sinner  from  hanging.  They  propose  to  send  for  Hunter, 
and  are  sure  if  amnesty  could  be  offered  the  rebel  army  would  dissolve 
and  all  the  States  return.  The  President  went  to  City  Point  this  morn- 
ing, and  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  him. 

C.  A.  DANA. 


Wilson's  Station,  April  S,  1865 — i  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Your  note  of  10.45  p.  m.  last  night  and  order  for  movement  this 
morning  is  received.  The  note  alluded  to  from  General  Sheridan  is  not 
among  the  papers.  Its  purport,  however,  I  suppose  I  get  from  Major 
Jay,  and  from  the  tenor  of  your  note  and  orders.  I  do  not  see  that 
greater  efforts  can  be  made  than  you  are  making  to  get  up  with  the 
enemy.  We  want  to  reach  the  remnant  of  Lee's  army  wherever  it  may 
be  fouod  Oy  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route.    That  your  order 


576  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVni. 

provides  for  and  lias  my  hearty  approval.  Ord  will  make  a  forced 
marcli  with  Gibbon's  two  divisions,  and  will  come  near  reaching  Burke- 
ville. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oejteral. 


HEABtiUAKTKRS   ARMY    OF    THE    POTOMAC, 

Deep  Run,  April  5,  1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenaiit-Geueral  Grant: 

Humphreys  moved  between  i  and  2  o'clock  this  morning  without 
rations.  After  proceeding  about  two  miles  he  found  the  cavalry  again 
occupying  the  road.  Eeing  thus  detained,  he  had  his  rations  brought 
up  and  distributed,  and  moved  on  again  between  7  and  8  o'clock. 
Wright  reached  this  point  by  7  a.  m.  without  having  received  his 
rations.  I  have  directed  three  days'  to  be  issued  to  him  from  the  Fifth 
Corps  traiu,which  is  here.  Wright  will  move  on  as  soon  as  his  rations  are 
issued.  I  send  copy*  of  dispatch  from  General  Sheridan,  which  should 
have  been  inclosed  in  my  dispatch  of  2  a.  m.  Sheridan  moving  his 
command  would  indicate  the  situatioTi  of  afl'airs  at  Jetersville  changed. 
I  have  sent  forward  to  inquire,  and  if  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  to  Jeters- 
ville I  will  move  on  the  most  direct  road  to  Farmville. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


^STOTTOW^AY  (JoUBT-HotTSE,  April  3,  1865 — 5.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Your  dispatch  of  8.30  a.  m.  received.  Your  movements  are  right. 
Lee's  army  is  the  objective'  point,  and  to  capture  that  is  all  we  want. 
Ord  has  marched  fifteen  miles  today  to  reach  here,  and  is  going  on. 
He  will  i^robably  reach  Burkeville  to-night.  My  headquarters  will  be 
with  the  advance. 

t;.  s.  grant, 

Lieutenant-  Oenfnd. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
I  reached  this  point  in  advance  of  the  Second  Corps  at  2  p.  m.;  the 
Second  Corps  reached  here  at  3.30.  The  Sixth  Corps  could  not  get 
here  until  about  6  p.  in.  The  Second  Corps  arrived  here  iu  time  to  take 
position  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  found  intrenched  to 
meet  an  anticipated  attack  by  the  enemy.  Owing  to  the  late  arrival 
of  the  Sixth  Corps  I  was  unable  to  attack  to-night,  but  I  will  do  so 
with  the  three  cori)S  in  conjunction  with  General  Sheridan  at  6  a.  m. 
to-morrow. 

(ilEO.  G.  MEADE. 


'  See  Sheridan  to  Meade,  April  4,  7  )>.  ni.,  p.  557. 
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April  5, 1865 — 10.30  p.  m.     (Eeceived  IL.'JO  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Meade: 

I  have  just  arrived  here,  having  left  the  headquarters  of  General 
Ord's  column  at  about  7.30  p.  m.,  some  four  miles  west  of  Nottoway. 
He  will  reach  Burkeville  to-night  after  a  march  of  about  twenty-eight 
miles  to-day.  Ord's  orders  now  are  to  move  west  at  8  a.  m.,  and  take 
up  a  position  to  watch  all  the  roads  leading  south,  crossing  between 
Burkeville  and  Farmville.  Your  orders  for  to-morrow  morning  will 
hold  in  the  absence  of  others.  It  is  my  impression,  however,  that  Lee 
will  retreat  during  the  night,  and,  if  so,  we  will  pursue  with  vigor.  I 
would  go  over  to  see  you  this  evening,  but  it  is  late,  and  I  have  rode 
a  long  distance  to-day. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  AitMY  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  1865—11.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenaut-Geueral  Grant  : 

Youi'  dispatch  of  10.30  received.     I  seud  you  copy  of  dispatch  for- 
warded to  you  at  8  p.  m.* 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  1865. 

1.  Subsistence  stores  and  forage  will  be  furnished  the  Sixth  Corps 
from  the  Fifth  Corps  train,  the  amount  taken  to  be  returned  from  the 
Sixth  Corps  train  when  it  reaches  this  point. 

2.  Major-General  Wright,  after  receiving  these  supplies  will  jjush 
forward  after  the  Second  Corps,  taking  with  him  his  train,  including 
the  subsistence  train  now  coming  up. 

3.  After  Major-General  Wright  has  passed  this  point  with  his  train, 
as  above  indicated,  the  train  now  parked  here  will  be  pushed  forward 
after  the  Fifth  Corps. 

4.  Major-General  Wright  will  detail  a  brigade,  which,  together  with 
the  brigade  of  the  Second  Corps  now  with  the  cavalry  train,  will  act 
as  escort  and  guard  to  the  rear  train  and  assist  in  getting  them  on. 
The  senior  oflScer  will  take  command  of  the  whole. 

13v  order  of  Major-General  Meade : 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-Genernl  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Gamp  near  Jetersville,  April  5, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 
At  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  the  Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Corps  will  advance 
on  the  enemy  at  Amelia  Court-House  and  will  attack  him  vigorously  if 
found  in  position.    The  Fifth  Corps  will  advance  along  the  railroad,  the 

^ee  p.  hid. 
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Second  Corps  on  the  left  or  west  side,   and  the  Sixth  Corps  on  the 
right  or  east  side.     Corps  commanders  will  adopt  such  organizations 
in  the  advance  as  will  insure  prompt  deployment  on  meeting  the  enemy. 
An  engineer  oflBcer  will  be  detailed  to  accompany  each  corps. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Meade: 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hkadquartebs  Second  Corps, 

April  5,  1865 — 3.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  At  cross-roads,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Deep  Eun,  I 
have  met  two  divisions  of  cavalry  going  the  same  road  that  I  am  to  take. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 

Note. — Substance  of  a  report  General  Humphreys  desires  me  to 
make  to  General  Meade. 

H,  H.  HUMPHREYS, 
Lieutenant  and.  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  1865 — i.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys  : 

Dispatch  by  Lieutenant  Humphreys  received.  Issue  your  rations 
(which  I  have  been  told  are  close  up;  and  move  on  as  soon  as  the 
road  is  clear. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Orders.!  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  5,  1865. 

This  corps  will  move  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  Amelia  Court-House. 
The  Second  Division  will  move  on  the  left  or  west  side  of  the  rail- 
road and  parallel  with  it,  about  1,000  yards  from  the  railroad,  giving 
room  for  a  part  of  Second  Brigade,  of  Fifth  Corps,  and  be  prepared  to 
form  a  line  of  battle  with  a  front  of  two  brigades  and  one  brigade  in 
reserve.  The  First  Division  will  move  on  left  of  the  Second  at  a  dis- 
tance from  it  equal  to  the  front  of  two  brigades,  and  be  prepared  to 
form  line  of  battle  of  tbree  brigades,  the  other  brigade  to  be  in 
reserve.  The  Third  Division  will  move  in  rear  of  the  First.  A  strong 
skirmish  line  with  heavy  supports  will  be  thrown  forward  from  the 
First  and  Second  Divisions,  and  keep  at  least  1,200  yards  in  advance, 
those  of  the  Second  Division  connecting  on  right  with  Fifth  Corps. 
The  First  Division  will  keep  out  flankers  to  about  the  same  distance. 
Also  Third  Division,  which  will  besides  furnish  a  rear  guard.  The 
batteries  will  follow  the  divisions  to  which  tliey  have  been  assigned. 
The  rest  of  the  train,  ambulances,  &c.,  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 
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Division  commanders  will  keep  a  force  with  their  batteries  to  help 
them  through  very  had  ground.  It  may  be  found  desirable  as  the  enemy 
is  approached  to  advance  in  column  of  brigade,  with  intervals  sufBcient 
to  allow  deployment. 

By  command  of  Ma^or-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEK, 
AxuiHtant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 

April  5,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  Charles  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  whole  division  is  halted  for  Gen- 
eral Miles  to  move  on  and  is  closed  to  his  rear.     General  Meade  passed 
me  before  my  rations  were  issued. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Jirevet  Ma/jor- General,  Commanding. 


Headqttartkrs  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Jetersville,  Va.,  April  5,  1805. 
Colonel  Rogers, 

Commanding  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania   Volunteers: 
Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  accom- 
pany the  supply  train  with  your  command  on  its  return  to  Sutherland's 
Station  for  supplies  and  escort  it  back  to  the  corps. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )      "Headqitarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  29.  S  April  5,  1865. 

I.  The  corps  will  move  at  (i  o'clock  to-iuonow  morning  and  in  the 
following  order:  First  Division,  followed  by  two  batteries ;  Third  Divis- 
ion, followed  by  three  batteries;  Second  Division.     Ambulances  and 
trains  will  follow  in  rear. 
The  movement  will  commence  promptly  at  the  liour  named. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  (iriflBn: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
Jones''  House,  April  5,  1865 — 10.35  a.  m. 

Major-General  Meade: 

Your  order  to  push  forward  will  be  carried  out  immediately  on  the 
rations  being  issued  to  the  leading  division,  which  is  already  in  prog- 
ress.   My  trifin  it>  not  y«t  up,  and  the  supply  train,  supposed  to  be 
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behind,  lias  not  been  heard  from,  though  I  have  advices  from  three  or 
four  nliles  to  the  rear.  Both  trains  will  be  left  to  come  up  with  the 
Fifth  Corps  trains  i)arked  here.  The  brigade  will  be  left  as  guard,  as 
originally  designed. 

H.  G.  WKIGHT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


riKAnyUARTKRS    SlXTH    AliMY   COKPS, 

April  5,  1805 — i  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

Your  dispatch  of  2.10  p.  m.  is  just  received.  I  struck  the  rear  of  the 
Second  Corps  some  time  since,  about  one  mile  after  turning  off  from 
the  Burkeville  road,  and  am  now  waiting  for  it  to  move  on.  Shall 
move  with  it.  Is  it  the  wish  of  the  major-general  commanding  that  I 
shall  still  give  the  way  to  the  trains  that  preceded  me,  or  shall  I  pass 
them  with  my  infantry  and  artillery? 

H.  G.  WKIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADyUABTERS   ARMY    OF    THE  PoTOMAC, 

April  5,  1865 — 6.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright  : 

The  general  commanding  wishes  you  to  bring  up  the  infantry  and 
artillery,  taking  precedence  of  all  trains.  Staff  olficers  will  direct  you 
to  your  position  on  right  of  line,  where  you  will  mass. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  IIeadqttabters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  5,  1865. 

At  G  o'clock  a.  ni.  to-morrow  the  Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Corps  are 
to  advance  on  the  enemy  at  Amelia  Court-House,  and  attack  him 
vigorously  if  found  in  position.  The  Fifth  Corps  is  to  advance  along 
the  railroad,  the  Second  Corps  on  the  left  or  west  side,  and  the  Sixth 
Corps  on  the  right  or  east  side. 

The  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of  this  corps,  deployed  as  at  present 
in  two  lines,  will  advance  from  their  present  position  by  the  right  of 
regiments  or  battalions  to  the  front  and  proceed  in  this  formation  until 
it  becomes  proper  to  resume  the  formation  of  line  of  battle.  The 
extreme  left  regiment  will  be  that  of  direction,  and  the  commanding 
oflScer  of  this  will  carefully  preserve  his  original  distance  from  the 
right  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  while  all  other  regimental  commanders  will 
as  carefully  preserve  their  distances  and  keep  the  heads  of  their  regi- 
ments well  up  to  the  front.  Should  it  be  necessary  for  any  regiments 
to  incline  to  the  right  or  left,  in  order  to  avoid  bad  ground  or  any 
other  obstacle,  the  original  formation  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  First  Division  will  be  held  in  reserve  and  will  follow  in  rear  of 
the  Second  Division  at  a  distance  of  at  least  300  yards,Jn  such  forma- 
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tion  as  its  comiiiandiiig  officer  may  find  uio&t  coiiveuient,  tbe  troops 
being  kept  well  in  hand  and  ready  for  any  movement  that  may  be 
ordered. 

The  chief  of  artillery  will  return  to  each  division  the  battery  hitherto 
assigned  to  it.  The  other  batteries  will  follow  the  troops  to  the  left  of 
the  First  Division,  opposite  to  the  center  of  the  line. 

The  troops  must  be  in  perfect  readiness  to  advance  promptly  at  the 
hour  designated  above  in  conjunction  with  the  Fifth  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTBLSET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.|  Hdqbs.  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  5, 1865. 
This  command  will  pack  up  and  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice.  As  soon  as  the  pickets  are  relieved  by  the  troops  of  General 
Ferrero  brigade  commanders  will  at  once  take  up  their  line  of  march 
to  Sutherland's  Station,  on  the  South  Side  Railroad,  ten  miles  from 
Petersburg.  The  line  of  march  will  be  upon  the  Cox  road.  As  soon 
as  they  arrive  at  the  station  they  will  select  suitable  camps  and  encamp 
their  troops  immediately,  putting  out  pickets  in  all  directions  and 
guarding  the  approaches  to  their  camps.  This  movement  will  com- 
mence without  any  further  orders  from  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O,  B.  Willcox: 

WM.  V,  EICHARDS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquartkrs  Tiiibi)  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  .5, 1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lydig, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  line  is  now  fully 
established.    The  left  connects  with  colored  troops.    At  the  run,  about 
one  quarter  of  a  mile  this  side  of  Sutherland's,  a  strong  picket  has  been 
posted. 

Very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F,  HARTKANFT, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquartkrs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5,  1865 — 4.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

I  inclose  report  of  Major-General  Iluinphreys.*  If  you  wish  the 
infantry  to-day  at  Jetersville  you  will  have  to  send  back  and  clear  the 
road  of  the  cavalry.  General  Humphreys  hopes  to  issue  rations  dur- 
ing this  delay,  but  is  ready  to  move  on  as  soon  as  the  road  is  clear. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

'  See  Humphreys  to  Meade,  3.20  a.m.,  p. 578. 
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Catalkv  Headquakteks, 

April  5,  1H65. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commandinff  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General:  From  present  iudicatioiis  the  letreat  of  the  enemy  is  rap- 
idly becoming  a  rout.     We  are  slielling  their  trains  and  preparing  to 
attack  their  infantry  immediately.    Their  troops  are  moving  on  their 
left  flank  and  I  think  we  can  break  and  disperse  them. 

Everything  should  be  hurried  forward  with  the  utmost  spe('<l.     If 
General  Ord  can  be  put  in  below  it  will  probably  use  them  up. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAjS', 
Major- General,  Commavdint/. 


GaVALBY    HBAUQUAKTEK!;!, 

Near  Jetersville,  April  o,  1865 — S  p.  m.     (Eeceived  <i..3(l  ]>.  w.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General:  I  send  you  the  inclosed  letter,  which  Avill  give  you  an 
idea  of  the  condition  of  the  enemy  and  their  whereabouts.  1  sent  Gen- 
eral Davies'  brigade  this  morning  around  on  my  left  flank.  He  cap- 
tured at  Paine's  Cross- Eoads  5  pieces  of  artillery,  about  200  wagons, 
and  8  or  9  battle-flags,  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  Second  Army 
Corps  is  now  coming  up.  I  wish  you  were  here  yourself.  I  feel  confi- 
dent of  capturing  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  if  we  exert  ourselves. 
I  see  no  escape  for  Lee.  I  will  put  all  my  cavalry  out  on  our  left  flank 
except  Mackenzie,  who  is  now  on  the  right. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  Oeneral. 

[iDcloanre.] 

Amelia  Court-House,  April  5, 1865. 
Dear  Mamma:  Our  army  is  ruined,  I  fear.  We  are  all  safe  as  yet. 
Shyron  left  us  sick.  John  Taylor  is  well;  saw  him  yesterday.  We  are 
in  line  of  battle  this  evening.  General  Robert  Lee  is  in  the  field  near 
us.  My  trust  is  still  in  the  justice  of  our  cause  and  that  of  God.  Gen- 
eral Hill  is  killed.  I  saw  Murray  a  few  moments  since.  Bernard 
Terry  [he]  said  was  taken  prisoner,  but  may  get  out.  I  send  this  by 
a  negro  I  see  passing  up  railroad  to  Mecklenburg.  Love  to  all.* 
Your  devoted  son. 

WM.  B.  TAYLOR, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Jetersville,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  have  234  rebel  prisoners  in  charge  of  my  provost  guard. 
I  shall  be  very  glad  if  you  can  relieve  me  of  these  prisoners,  as  my 
guard  is  much  broken  by  excessive  fatigue  and  loss  of  rest. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  you  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  GRIFFIN, 

Brevet  Major-  G  enera  I. 

*The  original  of  this  letter  is  not  found;  the  copy  as  received  by  Stanton  from 
Williams  is  here  followed;  see  p.  573. 
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Circular.]  Oavalkv  Hkadquarters, 

April  5, 1865. 
Hereafter  firing  along  the  line  of  uiarcli  or  in  cami)  is  strictly  prohib- 
ited, and  any  men  found  violating-  this  order  will  be  severely  punished. 
This  order  will  be  published  to  the  entire  conuuand,  and  all  officers  are 
charged  with  enforcing  it. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Slieridan : 

F.  G.  NEWHALL, 
Asxintant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

[Iiidorseuient.] 

Hkauqitartkrs  Fifth  Army  CoRPts, 

April  5, 1865. 
This  order  will  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  in  the  command 
and  strictly  carried  out. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Geiieral  Griffin: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  AssistMnf  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Jetersville,  April  5,  1865. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  6  a.  m. 
to-morrow  with  a  full  supply  of  ammunition.    The  line  of  march  will  be 
hereafter  designated.    The  cavalry  supply  train  with  subsistence  will 
be  up  and  parked  near  these  headquarters  at  1  a.  m.  April  6,  1865. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan: 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Cavalry  HKAi>yuARTERS, 

April  5,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  report  in 
person  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  for  verbal  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
movements  of  your  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Jktkrsville,  April  5,  It^H:') — ]<).J0  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Ord, 

Burkeville,  Va.: 

In  the  absence  of  further  orders  move  west  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow  and 
take  position  to  watch  the  roads  running  south  between  Burkeville 
and  Farniville.  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  Lee  will  leave  Amelia 
to-night  to  go  south.  He  will  be  pursued  at  6  a.  m.  from  here  if  he 
leaves.     Otherwise  an  advance  will  be  made  upon  him  where  he  is. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  J).  C,  April  5;  1865. 
Major-Geiieral  Weitzbl, 

Richmond  : 
Please  transmit  immediately  by  special  messenger  to  Hon.  William 
II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  all  papers,  letters,  and  correspondence, 
private  or  public,  found  in  the  post-office  or  elsewhere  at  Richmond. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  5, 1865. 

(Received  11.15  p.  ni.) 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  will  send  the  most  important  after  conference  with  Mr.  Dana.     It 
will  take  a  transport  to  carry  all. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
General  Weitzel, 

Commanding,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
I  find  General  Warren  here  under  orders  from  General  Meade  to 
command  the  Defenses  of  City  Point,  Petersburg,  and  the  troops  on 
the  South  Side  Railroad.  The  only  troops  here  were  Willcox's  division, 
Ninth  Corps,  which  I  have  relieved.  This  leaves  no  troops  here  under 
Warren's  command,  and  either  relieves  him  and  puts  him  under  my 
command  or  leaves  his  duties,  with  respect  to  this  place,  only  nominal. 
Have  I  any  connection  with  him?  If  so,  what,  I  ask,  to  settle  a  doubt 
of  his,  not  mine;     Please  answer  immediately. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Major-General. 


Richmond,  April  5,  1865. 
Maj()r-(Teiiwiil  Hautsufk, 

Vcienhurg  : 

You  arc  in  conmiiiiul.     I  was  ordered  to  direct  all  of  Meade's  com- 
mand to  report  to  him.     Plciisc  sec  that  it  is  done. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Richmond,  April  5,  1865. 
Major-<Teneral  Hartsuff, 

Petersburg : 

Send  a  large  brigade  of  your  troops  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  City 
Point.  Colonel  Adams,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  with  hiis  regi- 
ment, has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General, 
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Peteksbukg,  April  3, 1865. 
General  Weitzel, 

Richmond : 
The  order  to  semi  a  brigade  to  City  Point  received.  One  starts  at 
once  by  railroad.  This  seeuis  to  clear  up  iu  a  measure  the  doubt  Gen- 
eral Warren  has  been  under  respecting  the  intention  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-general as  to  the  commander  of  this  place,  whether  himself  or 
myself.     He  thinks  the  Army  of  the  James  is  to  occupy  this  line. 

GEO.  L.  HAKTSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


Richmond,  April  5, 1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff, 

Petersburg : 
The  order  directing  you  to  send  a  brigade  of  your  command  to  City 
Point  is  hereby  countermanded. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Nottoway  Cotibt-House,  April  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Warren  : 

Since  the  making  of  General  Meade's  order  assigning  you.  General 
Ord  has  been  directed  to  relieve  all  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  remain- 
ing at  City  Point,  Petersburg,  and  on  the  South  Side  Eailroad  to 
Sutherland's  Station.  As  General  Hartsuflf  is  your  senior  you  will 
turn  over  to  him  the  command  of  those  places  and  await  further 
orders  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Hartsuff: 


[iDdorneiiient.] 

April  5,  18Gr> — 5  p.  m. 


I  send  you  a  copy  of  an  order  just  received  by  me,  and  now  regu- 
larly relinquish  all  command  over  Petersburg  and  City  Point  as  soon 
as  you  relieve  the  troops  under  General  Benhara  at  the  latter  place. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Petersburg,  Aprtl  5, 1865. 
General  Benham: 

I  have  received  orders  to  be  relieved  of  the  command  of  Petersburg 
and  City  Point  by  the  troops  of  General  Hartsuff.    He  is  sending 
troops  to  relieve  yours  this  afternoon.     You  will  await  further  orders 
at  City  Point,  as  I  am  momentarily  expecting  instructions  myself. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 
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April  5, 1865—6.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Petersburg : 
I  was  coming  over  to  see  you  iu  tbe  morniTig  by  the  railroad.  I 
think  it  must  be  General  CoUis'  infantry  brigade  that  is  to  be  relieved 
here.  My  command,  besides  the  defenses,  is  the  Engineer  Brigade 
and  field  depot  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  will  not  include 
General  Hartsuff's  command.     Is  it  not  so  ? 

H.  W.  BENHAM. 


Petersburg,  April  5,  1865. 
General  Benham: 

General  Warren  desires  me  to  say  that  you  will  be  under  the  orders 
of  General  Meade,  and  not  under  the  orders  of  General  Hartsuff. 
Eespectfully, 

E.  B.  cope, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Canip. 


Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers, 

April  5,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  Clapp, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Captain  Pierson  with  his 
company  has  returned  from  Petersburg,  having  completed  the  bridge 
across  tbe  Appomattox  at  the  factories  (upper  end  of  the  town)  at  4  a. 
m.  this  day.  This  bridge  he  reports  as  sufficiently  strong  to  pass  any- 
thing that  may  be  required  of  it,  including  heavy  artillery. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WESLEY  BRAINERD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fifteenth  New  Yorlc  Volunteer  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
I  am  ordered  by  telegraph  from  General  Weitzel  to  report  by  tele- 
graph to  General  Meade  as  soon  as  relieved  by  a  brigade  from  General 
Ord.  The  brigade  from  General  Ord  has  not  yet  arrived.  The  greater 
part  of  my  command  has  been  sent  with  prisoners  to  Point  Lookout  aud 
Washington,  and  I  will  report  as  directed  immediately  upon  their 
return. 

CHARLES  H.  T.  OOLLIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  85,  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  April  3, 1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  cap- 
tured three  flank  casemate  howitzers,  which  I  left  in  my  rear  as  I 
moved  forward  to  Petersburg.    The  guns  on  the  right  of  Fort  Mahone, 
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which  I  recaptured  after  a  part  of  the  Ninth  Corps  had  been  driven 
back,  I  presume  are  accounted  for  amongst  the  captures  by  the  Ninth 
Corps.  1  captured  a  set  of  colors  abandoned  by  a  regiment  of  the 
Ninth  Coips. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  T.  COLLIS, 
Breret  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqus.  Thikd  Div.,  Twenty-foubth  Army  Corps, 

Troops  Temporarily  Attached, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
Captaiu  Angel, 

Chief  of  Artillery : 

Captain  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  if  you 
are  attacked  that  you  will  order  the  caissons  and  horses  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  The  fort  should  be  held  against  any  one  force  of 
cavalry  the  enemj'  might  bring  against  it.  If  you  have  not  infantry 
sufficient  you  will  ijlease  report  what  are  needed  to  hold  the  place  at 
all  hazards.  It  would  seem  that  with  the  artillery  and  the  infantry 
support  that  they  would  be  able  to  repulse  any  attack  which  the  enemy 
might  direct  against  it.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  fort  will  place 
infantry  and  vedettes  at  a  suitable  distance  in  front  and  around,  so 
that  the  officer  in  command  may  be  notified  of  any  approach  of  the 
enemy  in  time  to  have  the  artillery-  and  troops  to  repulse  any  attack 
that  the  enemy  may  be  disposed  to  make. 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  enemy  intend  with  their  cavalry  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  detached  works. 

Commanding  officers  will  be  held  responsible  that  these  works  are 
well  defended,  and  if  an  attack  is  made  the  enemy  are  repulsed.    They 
will  use  the  utmost  vigilance  that  our  forces  are  not  surprised. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  HOOKEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James,  near  Richmond,  Ya.: 
Have  just  received  following  telegram  from  commanding  officer  at 
Suflblk :  Two  deserters  (naval  officers)  just  come  in.  Left  Weldon  Sun- 
day morning;  report  600  Confederate  soldiers  between  Boykin's  Depot 
and  Weldon.  Passed  Union  forces  early  Monday  morning  at  Boykin's 
Depot,  infantry  and  cavalry;  were  driving  the  enemy  toward  Weldon. 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 

Murfreesborough,  iV.  C,  April  5,  1865, 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James: 

I  returned  to  this  place  to-day.  Have  not  been  able  to  reach  the  Wel- 
don railroad.  There  was  a  force  at  Weldon  and  one  in  my  rear  down  the 
Seaboard  road.    The  latter  came  up  on  the  cars  and  attacked  me  while 
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I  was  on  the  Seaboard  road  destroying  the  track.  I  drove  them  back  on 
the  cars,  and  afterward  fell  back  to  this  place  by  the  way  of  Jackson.  I 
will  [recross]  the  Chowan  to-morrow,  returning  to  the  vicinity  of  Sufltblk, 
and  await  your  orders.  I  have  picked  up  and  brought  in  thirty  or  forty 
bales  of  cotton.    This  country  is  full  of  it. 

E.  V.  SUMNER. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  5,  18f>5 — 11.46  a.  m. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
I  am  just  informed  that  two  vessels  have  been  captured  by  the  rebels, 
the  Harriet  De  Ford  last  night  in  Herring  Bay,  and  the  St.  Mary  on 
the  let  of  April  at  the  mouth  of  Patuxent  River.  I  have  no  small 
steamer  to  dispatch  to  look  after  them.  Could  you  not  dispatch  two 
light-draught  steamers,  either  from  Potomac  Flotilla  or  Hampton  Roads, 
to  put  a  stop  to  this  business? 
Respectfully, 

THOS.  A.  DORNIN, 

Commodore. 


FOBT  MoNKOE,  April  5,  1865. 
Rear- Admiral  Porter: 

It  is  reported  that  a  rebel  Captain  Fitzhugh,  with  twenty-seven  men, 
captured  a  small  propeller  steamer  at  Fair  Haven  yesterday.    She  went 
toward  the  Rappahannock.    Have  telegraphed  to  commander  of  Poto- 
mac Flotilla,  and  will  send  Young  America  to  cruise  about  there. 
Respectfully, 

E.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Senior  Officer. 

[IndorAenient.] 

Admiral  Porter  is  not  at  Varina. 


Saint  Inigoes,  April  .5,  1865. 
Captain  Tole: 

Steamer  Harriet  De  Ford  was  captured  by  rebels  last  night  about 
fifty  miles  down  the  river  from  Baltimore,  or  in  Herring  Bay.  Go 
down  to  the  Great  Wicomico  and  warn  all  the  vessels  there  of  this 
and  remain  there.    The  Don  will  leave  here  immediately. 

F.  A.  PARKER, 

Commander. 


Washington,  D.  <3.,  April  5,  1865 — 1.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Va.: 

Have  you  taken  from  Frederick  the  transportation  of  Grover's  divis- 
ion?   If  so,  where  is  it  now,  and  is  it  necessary  for  your  command? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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WiNCHKSTKU,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 

(Received  6  p.  in.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallkck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
1  have  taken  all  the  train  of  the  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Corps, 
except  fifty-nine  wagons  without  animals,  the  horses  having  been  taken 
by  General  Sheridan  to  mount  cavalry.  There  are  twenty-seven  ambu- 
lances left  without  animals.  Twenty-five  more  can  be  supplied  by  the 
quartermaster,  but  without  animals,  I  have  also  taken  eighty  wagons 
of  the  cavalry  train  left  in  Pleasant  Valley,  and  still  require  about 
twenty-five  to  fit  out  my  command  with  eight  days'  rations.  My  com- 
mand could  not,  of  course,  be  in  any  condition  to  move  without  trans- 
portation. Some  12,000  or  14,000  troops  have  been  supplied.  The 
basis  is  the  transportation  orderof  the  War  Department,  the  allowance 
of  that  order  being  cut  down. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Special  Oedeks,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  160.  ]  Washington,  April  5, 1865. 

19.  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  N.  Dougherty,  surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  relieved  Ixom  duty  with  the  First  Army  Corps,  and  will  report 
in  person  without  delay  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of 
West  Virginia  for  duty  as  medical  director  of  that  department. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  Oenera  I. 


Point  Lookout,  April  3,  1863 — 7  p.  m. 

Colonel  King, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General : 

All  quiet.  The  following  dispatch  was  received  here  to-day  from  Bal- 
timore : 

Steamer  Harriet  De  Ford  was  captured  by  rebelw  lant  evening  about  fifty  miles 
down  the  river  from  this  city,  or  in  Herring  Bay.     Look  out  for  her. 

y^M.  H.  WIEGEL, 

Acting  Provost-Marshal. 

I  have  had  information  that  another  boat  was  also  captured  on  the 
bay.  The  gunboats,  I  understand,  are  searching  for  them.  Herring 
Bay  is  the  point  to  which  some  time  ago  I  called  your  attention. 

JAMES  BAENES, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Annapolis,  Ayril  5,  1865. 

(Received  9.20  a.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Steamer  Harriet  De  Ford  was  captured  at  Fair  Haven,  in  Chesapeake 
Bay,  thirty  miles  below  here,  at  2  o'clock  this  morning  by  a  rebel  party 
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of  twenty-seven,  headed  by  Captain  Fitzhugh.  She  is  a  one-masted 
propeller,  upper  works  painted  drab.  The  captain,  mate,  and  white 
passengers  were  released;  the  crew  taken.  She  immediately  sailed 
after  a  propeller  towing  two  Government  barges  down  the  bay.  Have 
nothing  here  to  send  in  pursuit.  Have  telegraphed  to  commanding 
oflicers  at  Fort  Monroe,  Point  Lookout,  and  Baltimore. 

F.  D    SEW  ALL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Habpkk's  Pkrry,  W.  Va.,  April  5,  1805. 

(Received  G.20  p.  ni.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I  sent  out  on  Monday  a  small  party  to  wipe  out  the  notorious  guer- 
rillas, Mobberly  and  his  band.    They  returned  today  with  the  body  of 
Mobberly,  and  in  the  fight  mortally  wounded  his  right-hand  man,  Riley. 
Respectfully, 

J.  D.  STEVENSON, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  J).  C,  April  5,  1865 — 9.48  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Stevenson, 

Harper'' s  Ferry : 
Accept  the  thanks  of  the  Department  for  your  diligence,  skill,  and 
success  in  the  achievement  mentioned  in  your  telegram  of  this  date. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  J^ivision, 

April  r>,  1805. 
General  Stevenson  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Egan's 
division  of  infantry  will  occupy  Stephenson's  Depot  about  1  o'clock. 
You  will  then  please  withdraw  the  dismounted  cavalry  to  Summit  Point 
and  Charlestown,  holding  to  block-house  at  the  Opequon  bridge. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Charleston,  W.  Va.,  A2Jril  5,  1865. 
Maj.  H.  Slack, 

Commanding,  Guyandotte,  M'^.  Va.: 

You  will  be  ready  to  move  your  whole  command  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Telegraph  at  once  how  many  men,  mounted  and  equipped,  you  can 
move.     Richmond  has  fallen  sure. 

JOHN  H.  OLEY. 

Colonel,  ( 'ommauding. 
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Charleston,  W.  Va.,  April  5,  lSf>5. 
Capt.  Gkorge  W.  Karnes, 

Winjield  : 
You  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.    Telegraph  at 
oiue  lio\v  many  men,  mounted  and  equipped,  you  can  move.    Every 
luiin  that  can  go  must.    Richmond  has  gone  up  sure. 

JOHN  H.  OLEY, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hd(.)rs.  Miodlj:  Department,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

liiiltimore,  April  5,  1865.     (Eeceived  11.47  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Geu.  E.  1).  TowNSENn, 

Asuistaiit  Adjiituiif-Genernl,  War  Department: 
The  steamer  Harriet  De  Ford  was  <;aptured  by  rebels  last  night  at 
Fair  Haven,  about  thirty  miles  below  Annapolis,  and  Commodore 
Dorniu  reports  that  another  steamer  was  captured  in  the  Patuxent  at 
the  same  time.  The  Navy  have  no  steamers  here  to  send  in  pursuit. 
Have  telegraphed  to  Fortress  Mouroe,  as  it  is  reported  that  the  two 
steamers  went  down  the  bay.  If  the  Navy  Department  is  informed 
perhaps  Commander  Parker  can  overtake  theui. 

W.  W.  MOKRIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  5,  ]8f>5. 
Captain  Vatighan  or 
Lieutenant  Smythe: 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  turn  over  your  command  to  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  steamer  with  troops  on  board  from  Fort  McHenry.  You 
will  then  accompany  the  united  command  and  assist  the  officer  in 
charge,  giving  him  all  the  information  about  the  bay  and  inlets  you 
can,  and  do  your  utmost  to  overtake  and  recapture  the  captured 
steamers.  It  is  rumored  that  Jeff.  Davis  is  on  board  of  the  Harriet 
De  Ford.  All  the  rebels  must  be  captured  or  otherwise  disposed  of. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Morris: 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Baltimore,  April  5, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Kenly, 

Wilmington,  Del. : 
Two  steamers  were  captured  last  night  by  guerrillas  iu  the  vicinity 
of  the  Patuxent,  Calvert  County.  They  put  out  into  the  bay  with  large 
party  of  men  ou  board.  They  may  intend  to  land  on  the  Eastern  Shore. 
It  may  be  some  of  the  Davis  party  escaping.  Instruct  your  cavalry 
to  be  vigilant. 
By  order: 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Heabquarteus  Depaktment  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

April  5,  1865. 
CoDiniaiider  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Saint  Inigoes,  Md. : 
.This  morning  at  2  o'clock  steamer  Harriet  De  Ford  was  captured  in 
Chesapeake  Bay  at  Fair  Haven,  thirty  miles  below  Annapolis,  by  a 
party  of  twenty  guerrillas  commanded  by  Captain  Fitzhugh.  She  is 
a  one-masted  propeller,  with  upper  works  painted  drab.  After  capture 
she  sailed  in  pursuit  of  a  propeller  towing  two  Government  barges 
down  the  bay. 

liespectfuUy, 

J.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  I).  G.,  April  5,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 

Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  Dix, 

New  York  : 

General  Grant  telegraphs  to  this  Department  from  Nottoway  Court- 
House  as  follows.  * 
Sheridan  reports  Lee  at  Amelia  Court-House  to-day. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Sacramento,  Cal.,  April  5, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Your  dispatches  received.    California  sends  you  heartfelt  congratu- 
lations, and  invokes  God's  blessing  on  the  armies  of  the  Union. 

F.  F.  LOW, 

Governor. 


New  York  City,  April  5, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  New  York  East  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
now  in  session  in  this  city,  have  adopted  resolutions  of  congratulation 
to  the  Government  on  the  recent  victories  won  under  the  blessing  of 
God  by  our  noble  army.  This  conference  was  the  first  ecclesiastical 
body  in  the  United  States,  after  the  fall  of  Sumter,  to  declare  its  loyalty 
to  the  flag,  and  its  purpose  to  aid  the  Government  in  its  effort  to  sub- 
due the  rebellion  and  maintain  the  national  life.  The  conference  also 
appointed,  if  consistent  with  the  arrangements  of  the  Government,  Rev. 
Daniel  Curry,  D.  D.,  Eev.  G.  K.  Crooks,  D.  D.,  and  Hon.  M.  F.  Odell, 
a  delegation  to  represent  it  at  Charleston  and  Sumter,  on  the  14th 
instant,  and  to  take  such  part  in  the  services  of  the  occasion  as  the 
authorities  may  appoint. 

E.  R.  AMES, 

President. 
G.  W.  WOODRUFF, 

Secretary. 

•See  p.  572,  beginning,  "  Last  niglit  General  Sheridan.'' 
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San  Francisco,  April  5,  1865. 
Hon.  K.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dispatch  announcing  fall  of  Richmond  received.     The  whole  i)opu- 
lation  wild  with  excitement.     Rejoicing  in  every  direction. 

iRviisr  Mcdowell, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Department. 


Hkadquabtebs  Abmiks  of  thk  United  States, 

City  Point,  April  6,  1865 — 12  m. 

Lieuteuant-General  Grant, 

In  the  Field: 

Secretary  Seward  was  thrown  from  his  carnage  yesterday  and  seri- 
ously injured.  This,  with  other  matters,  will  take  me  to  Washington 
soon.  1  was  at  Richmond  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  when  and 
where  Judge  Campbell,  who  was  with  Messrs.  Hunter  and  Stephens  in 
February,  called  on  me  and  made  such  representations  as  induced  me 
to  put  in  his  hands  an  informal  paper,  repeating  the  propositions  in  my 
letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Sewaid,  which  you  remember,  and  adding 
that  if  the  war  be  now  further  persisted  in  by  the  rebels  confiscated  prop- 
erty shall,  atthe  least,  bear  the  additional  cost;  and  that  confiscations 
shall  be  remitted  to  the  people  of  any  State  which  will  now,  promptly 
and  in  good  faith,  withdraw  its  troops  and  other  support  from  resist- 
ance to  the  Government.  Judge  Campbell  thought  it  not  impossible 
that  the  rebel  legislature  of  Virginia  would  do  the  latter  if  permitted, 
and  accordingly  I  addressed  a  private  letter  to  General  Weitzel,  with 
permission  for  Judge  Campbell  to  see  it,  telling  him  (General  W.)  that 
if  they  attempt  this  to  permit  and  protect  them,  unless  they  attempt 
something  hostile  to  the  United  States,  in  which  case  to  give  them 
notice  and  time  to  leave  and  to  arrest  any  remaining  after  such  time. 

1  do  not  think  it  very  probable  that  anything  will  come  of  this,  but 
I  have  thought  best  to  notify  you  so  that  if  you  should  see  signs  you 
may  understand  them.  From  your  recent  dispatches  it  seems  that 
yoii  are  pretty  effectually  withdrawing  the  Virginia  troops  from  oppo- 
sition to  the  Government.  Nothing  1  have  done,  or  probably  shall  do, 
is  to  delay,  hinder,  or  interfere  with  you  in  your  work. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Richmond,  Va.,  Ajtril  0,  1865 — 13  m. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Your  telegram  respecting  public  documents  and  correspondence 
received.  1  had  already  directed  General  Shepley  to  have  all  these 
papers  collected  and  forwarded  to  the  Department.  A  great  number 
of  mail-bags  all  ready  to  be  sent  out  were  seized  at  the  post-office,  and 
I  think  were  forwarded  yesterday  from  City  Point.  The  records  and 
papers  of  the  Department  and  of  Congress  were  removed  before  the 
evacuation,  and  during  the  firing  the  capitol  was  ransacked  and  the 
documents  there  were  scattered.    The  letter  of  Lee  which  I  telegraphed 
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yesterday  was  accidentally  picked  up  by  au  officer.*  I  do  not  think 
that  much  of  value  will  be  discovered.  I  propose  to  return  to  Wash- 
ington at  once  uuless  you  direct  otherwise.  I  find  that  Breckinridge 
left  here  only  about  half  an  hour  before  Weitzel  got  in.  The  damage 
of  the  fire  was  enormous.  It  burned  nearly  everything  between  Main 
street  and  the  river  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  The  custom- 
house and  Spotswood  Hotel  are  the  only  important  buildings  saved  in 
the  bnrned  district.  The  block  opposite  the  Spotswood,  including  the 
War  Department  building,  is  entirely  destroyed.  The  malignity  of  the 
thorough  rebel  here  is  humbled  and  silenced,  but  seems  only  the  more 
intense  on  that  account.  I  do  not  think  the  Union  feeling  here  is  half 
as  sincere  as  Weitzel  believes  it  to  be,  but  there  is  a  great  throng  of 
people  after  victuals.  Confederate  money  is  useless  and  they  have  no 
other. 

C.  A.  DAlfA, 
Ansistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  6,  1865. 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana: 

Please  ascertain  from  General  Weitzel  under  what  authority  he  is 
distributing  rations  to  the  people  of  Richmond,  as  1  suppose  he  would 
not  do  it  without  authority,  and  direct  him  to  report  daily  the  amount 
of  rations  distributed  by  his  order  to  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
military  service,  and  not  authorized  by  law  to  receive  rations,  desig- 
nating the  color  of  the  persons,  their  occupation  and  sex. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


BUKKKVILLK,   April  6',  18(>5. 

Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

The  enemy  left  his  position  at  Amelia  Court-House  during  last  night, 
and  attempted  to  get  to  Danville  by  the  roads  west  of  this  place.  The 
cavalry.  Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Corps  lay  in  the  vicinity  of  Jeters- 
ville  ready  to  attack  this  morning  had  he  not  moved.  Their  position 
was  admirable  for  attacking  in  flank.  Accordingly,  this  morning  these 
troops  were  moved  out  on  roads  nearly  parallel,  the  cavalry  and  Sixth 
Corps  on  the  left,  the  Second  in  the  center,  and  the  Fifth  on  the  right. 
The  latter  got  upon  the  road  after  the  enemy  had  passed,  but  pushed 
after  him  with  great  vigor,  picked  up  many  of  the  enemy's  stragglers, 
and  forced  him  to  burn  many  of  his  wagons.  All  the  others  struck  the 
enemy,  but  the  country  being  open  and  roads  numerous,  have  not,  so 
far,  made  large  captures  of  prisoners  as  I  had  hoped.  They,  however, 
forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  much  of  his  train,  ammunition,  &c.,  and 
are  still  pushing.  General  Gibbon,  with  Foster's  and  Turner's  divis- 
ions, of  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  reached  here  last  night,  after  a  march 
of  twenty -eight  miles  for  the  day.  These  troops  were  sent  out  to  Farm- 
ville  this  afternoon,  and,  I  am  in  hopes,  will  head  the  enemy,  and 
enable  ns  to  totally  break  up  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The 
troops  are  all  pushing  now,  though  it  is  after  night,  and  they  have  had 

^'  '  See  Part  II,  !>.  1295.  " 
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no  rest  for  more  than  oue  week.  The  finest  spirits  ])revail  among  the 
men,  and.  I  believe  that  in  three  days  more  Lee  Avill  not  have  an  army 
of  5,000  men  to  take  out  of  Virffinia,  and  no  train  or  snp])lies.  I  Lave 
just  returned  from  the  right. 

U.  S.  GliANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  1'oint,  Va.,  April  0,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Creneral  Grant  : 

The  Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Regulars  are  here.  Shall  1  send  them 
back  to  General  Meade?  There  are  several  hundred  of  Sheridan's  men 
here  mounted.  Shall  they  go  to  the  front  ?  I  will  start  from  here  at 
4  in  the  morning  for  your  headquarters  on  business  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion. The  President  is  in  the  office,  anxious  for  any  news  you  may  have 
leisure  to  send  him. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


BURKEVILLE,  April  6,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowers: 

You  will  direct  the  commanding  oihcers  of  the  Eleventh  and  Fourth 
[Fourteenth]  U.  S.  Infantry  to  report  to  General  Meade  for  orders. 
Sheridan'.s  remounted  men  can  be  retained  to  be  sent  out  only  as 
guards  for  cattle  to  the  front  when  required.  Upon  their  arrival  at  the 
front  they  will  join  their  proper  commands  without  delay. 
By  command  of  Lientenant-General  Grant: 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
TAeutenant-Colonelj  &c. 


Camp  at  Junction  Danville  and 

South  Side  Railroads, 

April  6,  1865 — 10.15  a.  m. 
Maj.  (Ten.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  I  have  just  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  General 
Parke  desiring  me  to  inform  you  that  his  headquarters  at  present  are 
at  Wellville,  South  Side  Riiilroad.  We  have  telegraphic  communica- 
tion with  General  Parke  from  this  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-  General,  <Ssc. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  6,  1865 — 6  p.  m.     (Received  7.15  p.  m.) 
Lientenant-General  Grant  : 

General  IIunii)hreys  reports  that  he  has  pursued  the  enemy  three 
miles  beyond  Deatonsville.    Has  captured  one  gun,  and  reports  the 
road  literally  strewn  with  tents,  baggage,  and  camp  equipage.    He  is 
.still  pushing  on.     No  report  from  Griffin  or  Wright  since  you  left. 
^  GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General, 
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HKAByUAKTKKS   AKMY    OP   THE   POTOMAC, 

April  6,  1865—7  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Gkant  : 

Major-General  Wright  reports  that  on  receipt  of  my  dispatch  to 
move  on  Farmville  he  was  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy  and  driv- 
ing him.  The  staff  ofBcer  who  brings  the  dispatch  states  that  prisoners 
were  taken  from  Field's  and  Kershaw's  divisions.  This  will  prevent 
Wright  moving  as  ordered  to  Farmville;  but  1  will  direct  Griffin  to 
start  as  early  as  possible  in  the  morning,  so  that  he  will  be  on  hand  to 
assist  Wright  or  move  on  Farmville.  Sheridan  was  co-operating  with 
Wright.    Humphreys  and  Wright  are  pretty  close  together. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


BuKKKViLLK,  April  6,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

(Received  1.30  a.  m.  7th.) 
General  Meade: 

It  was  right  for  Wright  to  remain  after  he  had  come  up  with  the 
enemy.  Your  orders  for  the  Fifth  Corps  to  move  to  the  left  will  answer 
the  purpose.  1  understand  the  JS^orth  Carolinians  are  all  leaving  Lee. 
If  wo  press  him  with  vigor  for  a  couple  of  days  more  I  do  not  believe 
he  will  get  off  with  5,000  men. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  6, 1865 — 10  p.  m.    (Received  3.20  a.  m.  7th.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

At  daylight  this  morning  I  moved  the  Second,  Fifth,  and  Sixth 
Corps  along  the  railroad,  in  the  direction  of  Amelia  Court- House.  Soon 
after  moving  reliable  intelligence  was  received  that  the  enemy  was 
moving  toward  Farmville,  and  the  direction  of  the  Second  and  Fifth 
Corps  was  immediately  changed  from  a  northerly  to  a  northwesterly 
direction,  the  directing  corps,  the  Second,  moving  on  Deatonsville,  the 
Fifth,  heretofore  in  the  center,  moving  on  the  right  of  the  Second,  and 
the  Sixth  facing  about  and  moving  by  the  left  flank,  taking  position 
on  the  left  of  the  Second. 

It  was  understood  the  cavalrj'  would  operate  on  the  extreme  left. 
The  changes  were  promptly  made.  The  Second  Corps  soon  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy  near  Deatonsville,  driving  him  by  night  across 
Sailor's  Creek  to  the  Appomattox.  The  Fifth  Corps  made  a  long  march, 
but  its  position  prevented  its  striking  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  column 
before  it  had  passed.  The  Sixth  Corps  came  up  with  the  enemy  about 
4  p.  m,,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Second  on  its  right  and  the  cav- 
alry on  its  left,  attacked  and  routed  the  enemy,  capturing  many  pris- 
oners, among  them  Lieutenant-General  Ewell  and  General  Custis  Lee, 

I  transmit  dispatches  both  from  Generals  Humphreys  and  Wright, 
which,  in  justice  to  those  distinguished  ofticers  and  the  gallant  corps  they 
command,  I  beg  may  be  sent  to  the  War  Department  for  immediate  pub- 
lication. It  is  impossible  at  this  moment  to  give  any  estimate  of  the 
casualties  in  either  side  or  of  the  number  of  prisoners  taken,  but  it  is  evi- 
dent to-day's  work  is  not  going  to  be  one  of  the  least  important  in  the 
recent  brilliant  operations. 
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The  pursuit  will  be  continued  so  soon  as  the  lueu  have  a  little  rest. 
Griffin,  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  will  be  moved  by  the  left,  and  Wright 
and  Humphreys  continue  the  direct  pursuit  as  long  as  it  promises  suc- 
cess. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Apjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  1G2.  J  Washington,  April  6',  1865. 

*»»♦*#* 

63.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Morrow,  colonel  Twenty-fourth  Michi- 
gan Volunteers,  will  report  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  for  assignment  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank,  to 
which  he  has  been  assigned  by  the  President. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.1  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  6,  1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wright  will  move  through  Jetersville  and  take  position 
on  left  of  Second  Corps.    The  Second  Corps  will  be  moved  to  Deatons- 
ville;  the  Fifth  Corps  will  then  be  on  the  right  of  the  army. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Meade : 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  6,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

Corps  commanders  will  direct  that  all  empty  supply  wagons  report 
to  the  medical  directors  of  their  respective  commands  for  the  purpose 
of  transporting  wounded  and  sick  to  Burke's  Station  with  necessary 
subsistence. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  commanding  officers  Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Ninth  Corps.) 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
April  6,  1865 — 7.10  a.  m.     (Received  7.4.5.) 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

At  6.30  o'clock  this  morning  I  proceeded  to  the  Second  Division  to 
see  how  its  movement  was  being  conducted.  The  division  was  not  in 
motion.    At  General  Hays'  headquarters  1  found  every  one  sound 
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asleep.  Upon  proceeding  to  General  Smyth's  brigade,  which  I  was 
informed  l)>'  Major  Norvell,  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  the  leading 
brigade,  I  learned  from  General  Smyth  that  no  order  of  precedence  had 
been  given  to  the  brigade,  and  in  consequence  no  one  was  moving. 
I  ordered  him  to  lead  and  move  at  once.  I  have  relieved  General  Hays 
from  the  command  of  the  Second  Division  and  assigned  General  Smyth 
to  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- (ieveral,  Commanding. 


Hkapqitartkus  Second  Corps, 

April  6,  1865 — 8  a.m. 

Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
About  two  miles  in  advance  of  last  night's  i)osition  we  find  some  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  in   our   front.     We   are  moving  in  two 
columns  through  the  country. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headqttarters  Second  Corps, 

April  6',  1865—8.45  a.  m. 

Major-General  Webb  : 

About  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles  northwest  from  the  head  of  my 
left  column  theie  are  some  wagons  and  a  long  column  of  infantry  of 
the  enemy  moving  apparently  about  west  or  a  little  south  of  west.  I 
will  order  Mott  to  send  a  brigade  west  to  feel  it.  The  head  of  my  left 
column  has  got  considerably  to  the  west  of  where  I  intended  it  should 
be. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  Genera},  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865 — 9.40  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  ordered  the  rear  division  (Mott's)  out  the  Amelia  Sulphur 
Springs  road,  then  in  the  direction  of  Deatonsville  and  Ligontown, 
toward  the  column  of  the  enemy  moving  to  that  point.  I  have  ordered 
General  Miles'  column,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  north,  in  the  same 
direction.  I  have  ordered  the  Second  Division  to  be  brought  across 
and  follow  the  First. 

I  am  at  Jeter's  house,  on  the  Amelia  Sulphur  Springs  road. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  6, 1865 — 11.10  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-Geiieral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Mr.  Cottrell,  at  Amelia  Sulphur  Springs,  says  General  Lee  left  this 
place  about  daylight  this  morning;  that  about  an  hour  before  we 
began  firing  on  the  enemy  here  au  officer  of  the  Confederate  army  told 
Cottrell  that  they  would  be  six  or  seven  hours  in  passing  and  that 
another  column  was  moving  on  the  Paineville  road.  He  thinks  that 
there  is  con.siderable  of  their  force  in  rear  of  the  column  I  have  broken 
into. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commamding. 


Headquartkrs  Army  of  the  Potomac^ 

April  6,  1865 — 12.40  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  Second  Corps: 

Major-General  Sheridan  reports  that  the  advance  of  the  enemy  is 
checked.  He  urges  an  attack  by  all  the  infantry.  The  major-general 
commanding  sends  this  lor  your  information  and  feels  that  all  will 
appreciate  the  necessity  of  rapidity  of  movement. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Smru^  to  (MMiiinaiKling  ortic^ers  Fiftli  and  Sixth  Corps.) 


HKADyUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

April  5  [6],  1865—3.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

General  Sheridan  is  in  Deatonsville  with  his  cavalry.  The  Fifth 
Corps  covers  well  your  flank  and  rear  and  Wright  your  left.  You  are 
therefore  at  liberty  to  push  forward  with  your  whole  corps  and  to  strike 
the  enemy  wherever  you  find  him.  The  major-general  commanding 
desires  you  to  push  on  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

The  enemy  has  Deatonsville.  Sheridan  is  on  left  of  Deatonsville. 
Sheridan  will  attack  with  three  divisions  at  three  points.  General 
Meade  says:  "  Push  on  without  fear  of  your  flanks." 


April  6,  1865 — 4  p.  m. 
General  Webb: 

Am  now  about  a  mile  from  Deatonsville.  When  at  the  latter  place 
all  evidence  seemed  to  indicate  that  their  troops  and  trains  had  pushed 
on  toward  Ligontown.  I  am  therefore  moving  in  that  direction.  We 
are  constantly  driving  the  enemy.  The  troops  have  been  advancing 
finely  all  day.     Wright  is  on  the  road  southwest  of  Deatonsville  about 
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a  mile  from  liere,  and  will  be  here  and  will  probably  connect  soon'.  We 
have  captured  two  flags,  some  prisoners,  and  arms.  We  have  also  an 
engineer  wagon. 

HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


[April,  G,  186.') — For  Webb  to  Hnmi)hre,ys,  4  p.  Jii.,  see  Webb  to 
Wright,  p.  604. 1 


HKATXiTTABTERS    SkCOND   AKMY   CORPS, 

April  0.  1SGr> — 4.20  p.  m. 
Major- General  Meade  : 

I  am  about  three  miles  beyond  IJeatonsville,  and  pushing  the  enemy. 
The  road  is  literally  lined  with  their  tents,  baggage,  and  cooking 
utensils.    We  have  taken  one  gun.    1  am  pushing  on. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Signal  Station,  April  6, 1S6H — 4.40  p.  m. 
General  Meade: 

I  have  driven  the  enemy  ever  since  I  came  in  contact  with  them,  and 
have  all  the  time  moved  almost  as  fast  as  troops  could  move  in  line  if 
they  were  not  iu  presence  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  men  are 
doing  everything  possible.  '  I  hope  soon  to  take  their  artillery  and 
break  into  their  trains.  Gordon's  corps  is  guarding  it  according  to  all 
statements  of  prisoners.  The  enemy  retreats  so  rapidly  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  overtake  them. 

HUMPHREYS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Coeps, 

April  6,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Our  last  fight  just  iaefore  dark  at  Sailor's  Creek  g^ve  us  2  guns,  3 
flags,  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  200  wagons,  70  ambulances, 
with  mules  and  horses  to  about  one  half  of  the  wagons  and  ambulances. 
There  are  between  30  and  50  wagons  in  addition  abandoned  and 
destroyed  along  the  road ;  some  battery  wagons,  forges,  and  limbers.  I 
have  already  reported  to  you  the  capture  of  1  gun,  2  flags,  and  some  pris- 
oners, and  the  fact  that  the  road  for  over  two  miles  is  strewn  with  tents, 
baggage,  cooking  utensils,  some  ammunition,  and  material  of  all  kinds. 
The  wagons  are  in  a  great  mass  across  the  approach  to  thfc  bridge,  and 
it  will  take  some  time  to  clear  it.  The  enemy  is  in  position  on  the 
height  beyond  with  artillery,  the  bridge  partially  destroyed,  and  the 
approaches  on  either  side  are  of  soft  bottom  land.  We  cannot  advance 
to-morrow  in  the  same  manner  that  we  have  done  to-day.  As  soon  as 
I  get  my  troops  up  a  little  (we  are  considerably  mixed)  I  might  push  a 
column  down  the  road  and  deploy  it,  but  it  is  evident  that  I  cannot 
follow  rapidly  during  the  night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 
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Oruers.1  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865. 
The  subsistence  train  is  between  here  and  Jetersville  or  at  Jeters- 
ville.     Division  commanders  will  see  that  the  proper  officers  are  sent 
Lack  for  the  supplies  and  that  they  are  issned  to-night  as  directed  in 
the  order  of  last  night. 

By  command  of  Major-Oeneral  Humphreys: 

0.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
A  ssistant  A  djutant-  Oeneral. 


Orders.]  Headqttarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865. 
The  pursuit  and  attack  will  be  resumed  to-morrow  morning.     The 
troops  will  move  at  5.30  a.  m.  x)unctually. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

April  6,  1865—2  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Miles: 

General  :  I  learn  by  a  dispatch  from  General  Sheridan  that  the 
enemy  are  moving  from  Deatonsville  on  a  road  southwest  toward 
Burke's  Station.  The  prisoners  we  have  taken  confirm  this.  I  have 
ordered  General  De  Trobriand  to  move  down  the  southwest  road  with 
his  right  on  it.  Please  conform  your  movement  to  it,  moving  in  a  south- 
west direction,  closing  to  your  left. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Major  and  Judge- Advocate. 


Headquarters  First  Divtston,  Se<:ond  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865. 
[General  Humphreys:] 

General,:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  prisoners  just  taken 
report  2,000  of  the  enemy  moving  toward  Burkeville  Junction.  Which 
way  shall  I  advance? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865. 
Generals  Miles  and  De  Trobriand: 

You  will  advance  as  heretofore,  Miles'  left  on  the  road,  De  Trobriand's 
right.    The  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps  which  went  out  is  still  in  front 
of  Miles,  but  Miles  need  not  heed  them ;  pass  on,  push,  and  try  to  take 
the  battery. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headqttartkrs  Second  Corps, 

April  6,  386.5. 
Brevet  Major-Geueral  Mil.es: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  look 
out  for  that  road  which  runs  about  north  and  into  the  enemy's  line 
from  tlie  point  we  were  all  standing  upon  on  the  hill. 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Major,  J vdije- Advocate,  and  Acting  Axuista.nt  Adjutant-General. 


Orders.]        Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  6,1865. 
The  pursuit  and  attack  will  be  renewed  tomorrow  morning.  The 
Fourth  and  Second  Brigades  will  march  in  advance,  the  First  and  Third 
in  reserve,  the  artillery  on  the  road.  The  troops  will  be  ready  to  move 
at  5.30  a.  m.  punctually.  The  Fourth  Brigade  will  advance  promptly 
at  5.30  a.  m. 

Bv  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles : 

EICHD.  A.  BROWN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

April  G,  1865—8  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding   Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
when  your  command  reaches  the  point  near  the  intersection  of  the  two 
roads  you  will  send  a  small  force  of  your  command  to  the  Amelia  Sul- 
phur Springs,  to  relieve  a  regiment  of  General  Miles'  command  now  at 
that  place. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Major  and  Judge- Advocate. 


Headquarters, 
April  6,  1865—8.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  Mott, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

From  the  head  of  the  First  Division  we  see  a  long  column  of  infantry 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  distant  in  a  northwest  direction,  moving 
apparently  west  or  a  little  south  of  it.  It  may  be  that  they  intend  an 
attack  oil  your  tiank  or  rear.     I  have  halted  the  column.     Send  out  a 


force  to  feel  from  your  center. 


A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865—10.05  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittibr, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  I  shall  be  able  to  cross  troops  and  artillery  here  in  very 
tew  minutes.     Am  moving  now. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 
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front,  you  will  move  at  5  a.  m,  to-morrow,  via  Rice's  Store,  to  Farm- 
ville,  in  the  meantime  reporting  your  position  to  these  headquarters  or 
giving  support  to  Humphreys  or  Wright,  in  case  it  should  be  required. 
By  order  of  General  Meade: 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  6, 1865 — i  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps: 
The  mBjior-general  commanding  directs  that  you  continue  the  direct 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  so  long  as  it  promises  success.    Griffin  will  be 
sent  to  the  left. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
(Same  to  Ma.ior-General  Humphreys,  commanding  Second  Corps.) 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
April  6, 1865 — i.20  p.  m.    (Received  5.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Wright: 

Unless  you  are  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy  you  will  on 
receipt  of  this  move  by  the  nearest  road  to  Parmville  and  report  your 
arrival  to  these  headquarters.  You  will  And  there  two  divisions  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Corps.  All  indications  are  that  the  enemy  is  making 
for  Farmville. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865—5.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Toar  dispatch  of  4.20  p.  m.  just  received.  I  am  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  enemy,  and  am  rapidly  driving  them.  Everything  is 
favorable, 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-General,  Gmnmanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865—9.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

In  pursuance  with  instructions  of  this  morning  from  Major-General 
Meade,  I  moved  via  Jetersville  by  the  shortest  practicable  road  to  the 
left  of  Deatonsville,  with  the  object  of  there  taking  position  on  left  of 
the  Second  Corps,  striking  the  road  running  from  Deatonsville  to 
Burke's  Station  at  a  point  a  little  to  the  southward  of  the  former  place. 
I  found  that  the  Second  Corps  was  engaged  to  the  front  and  right  and 
the  cavalry  heavily  to  my  left.    Moving  down  the  road  toward  Burke's 
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Oedees.]       Hdqes.  Thied  Division.  Second  Aemy  Coeps, 

April  6, 1865. 

The  order  of  marcli  to-day  will  be :  First  Brigade,  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Brigade,  batteries,  light  wagons,  ambulances,  and  ammunition 
train.  Each  brigade  will  throw  out  flankers  with  those  of  the  First 
Division.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  McAllister  will  detail  100  men  with  offi- 
cers to  march  with  the  artillery  to  help  it  in  bad  places.  He  will  also 
detail  a  rear  guard  about  500  strong  to  protect  the  train. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Mott: 

WM.  E.  DKIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headqiiaetees  Fifth  Aemy  Coeps, 

April  6',  1865 — 7.40  a.  m. 
General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  prisoners  that  I  am  now  sending  up  all  report  that  the  enemy 
went  to  our  right  and  their  left,  or  toward  Dennisville. 
Respectfully.  &c., 

CHARLES  GRIFFIN, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Heahquaetees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

Jetersville,  April  6,  1865 — 10.15  a.  m. 
MajorGeneral  Geiffin: 

General  Humphreys  has  ordered  one  division  toward  Ligontown  on 
the  Sulphur  Springs  road.  He  has  struck  the  CTiemy  moving  south- 
west. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  amd  Chief  of  Staff. 


Heabquaetees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

April  5  [6],  1865. 
MajorGeneral  Geiffin, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
MajorGeneral  Humphreys  has  struck  the  enemy  at  Deatonsville. 
He  reports  the  train  and  a  column  of  infantry  moving  through  Dea- 
tonsville. Another  column  is  west  of  this  one;  Sheridan  is  moving  on 
them.  Wright  moves  southwest  Irom  here.  General  Ord  moves  west 
from  Burke's  Station  at  8  a.  m.  Tou  will  strike  their  column  by  push- 
ing, and  you  will  see  from  the  position  of  the  troops  that  it  must  go 
hard  with  the  enemy. 

A.  S,  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headqijaetees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

April  6,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Geiffin, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

In  case  that  you  are  not  now  confronting  the  enemy,  or  in  possession 
of  information  such  as  to  make  it  apparent  that  the  enemy  is  in  your 
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Station  perhaps  a  mile  and  turning  sharp  to  the  right  I  proceeded  across 
toward  a  nearly  parallel  road  on  which  the  enemy  was  moving,  and 
along  which  he  had  slight  lines  of  intrenchments.  As  soon  as  the 
leading  division.  General  Seymour's,  could  be  formed,  it  was  moved 
upon  the  road  held  by  the  enemy,  which  was  carried ;  then  turning  to 
the  left  it  was  advanced  down  the  road  against  a  pretty  strong  resist- 
ance. By  this  time  Wheaton's  division  was  put  in  position  as  rapidly 
as  possible  on  Seymour's  left.  The  lines  were  again  advanced  and  we 
swept  down  the  road  for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  Arriving  at  a 
deep  and  difficult  creek  we  found  the  enemy  had  reformed  his  line  on 
the  opposite  side,  where  we  attacked  and  drove  him  to  a  point  a 
distance  of  about  half  a  mile  farther.  In  the  first  attack  a  portion 
of  cavalry  operated  on  our  right  flank;  in  its  subsequent  attacks  the 
mass  of  cavalry  operated  on  our  left  and  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy. 
The  result  has  been  a  complete  success.  The  combined  forces  captured 
five  general  officers,  among  them  Generals  Ewell  and  Custis  Lee,  and  a 
large  number  of  other  prisoners.  I  shall  go  in  camp  about  two  miles 
beyond  this  point  and  await  farther  instructions.  The  First  and  Third 
Divisions,  Wheaton's  and  Seymour's,  and  the  artillery  engaged  to-day 
behaved  splendidly.  A  return  of  casualties  will  be  forwarded  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  corps  has  nobly  sustained  the  reputation  it  earned  on 
the  2d  instant,  as  well  as  upon  its  many  previous  hard-fought  battle- 
fields. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Gommanding. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

WelMlle,  April  6,  1865—9.15  a.  m. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Granfs  Headquarters  : 
I  am  instructed  to  guard  the  South  Side  Railroad  as  far  as  the  rear  of 
the  army  back  to  Sutherland's  Station;  to  leave  detachment  of  not  less 
than  one  brigade  at  each  post.  The  head  of  my  column  was  last  night 
well  closed  up  on  the  trains  of  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  parked 
between  this  point  and  Blacks  and  Whites.  I  learned  from  Colonel 
Peirce,  in  charge  of  trains,  that  Birney's  division  was  at  Blacks  and 
Whites,  and  Twenty-fourth  Corps  six  miles  in  front  of  Mrs.  Jones', 
Colonel  Peirce's  headquarters. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Wellville,  April  6,  1865—9.45  a.  to. 

General  S.Williams: 

I  would  like  to  know  when  General  Ord's  troops  move,  and  about 
wliat  points  they  will  occu])y.  I  have  not  been  able  to  communicate 
with  General  Meade  since  the  receipt  of  the  order  of  the  4th  to  guard 
the  railroad.  If  you  are  in  telegraphic  communication  with  him  will 
you  please  let  him  know  where  I  am. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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Nottoway  Oouut-Housk,  April  a,  J86o — lo.6'0  a.  m. 
Major-Geiieral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  Second  Division  is  ratioued  to  include  to-morrow;  the  Third 
Division  to  include  the  9tli.  I  have  not  heard  from  the  First  (Willcox), 
but  presume  Ihey  have  suflflcient  with  them.  Shall  I  without  waiting 
further  orders  keep  up  the  supply  of  four  days  on  the  men  and  send 
the  emptied  wagons  to  Sutherland's? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


HKADQtTABTKKS    NiNTH   ARMY   COKPS, 

April  6,  1865—11.09  a.  m. 
General  Williams  : 

I  would  like  to  know  whether  or  not  General  Ord's  troops  or  any 
other  troops  will  occupy  Henderson  trill e  or  Nottoway  Couit-House 
to-night.     If  not  I  propose  sending  one  brigade  to  that  point. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headqitabtkks  Ninth  Corps, 

April  (>;  1865. 
General  Williams  : 

Has  General  Ord  removed  all  his  troops?  One  brigade  of  my  com- 
mand just  arrived  here.  Is  it  necessary  to  move  it  to  Burkeville 
to-night? 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Headqiiabteks  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1865—5.47  p.  m. 
General  S.  Williams, 

Burkeville  : 
I  have  ordered  my  advance  brigade  to  move  on  to  Burkeville.     The 
head  of  the  column  passed  some  minutes  ago.     General  Curtiu  is  in 
command  and  I  have  directed  him  to  see  you. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
yotfoway  Gourt-House,  April  6,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wkbb, 

Chief  of  Stuff: 
I  arrived  iiere  this  p.  m.  with  my  advanced  brigade,  but  learning 
that  General  Ord  had  moved  out  from  Burkeville  I  directed  this  bri- 
gade to  move  at  once  to  that  point.  A  second  brigade  is  now  coming 
up  here  from  Blacks  and  Whites.  These  two  brigades  compose  the 
Second  (Griffin's)  Division.  Tlie  Third  Division,  Hartranft's,  occupy 
Blacks  and  Whites  and  Wellville,  picketing  and  covering  the  roads 


Chap  LVin.j  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  607 

approaching  the  railroad  as  far  east  as  Wilsou's  Station.  From  that 
point  to  Sutherlands  General  Willcox's  division  is  charged  with 
guarding  the  road.  On  the  evening  of  our  reaching  Cox's  road  I  sent 
a  dispatch  to  you  by  Major  Pell,  but  he  failed  to  reach  you  after  riding 
nearly  all  night.  I  have  not  sent  since,  being  hourly  in  hopes  of  reach- 
ing you  by  telegraph.  Colonel  Peirce  moved  on  with  the  train  to 
Burkeville.     I  find  some  are  still  parked  in  this  vicinity. 

JNO.  G,  PAEKE, 

Major-  0  enera  I. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Nottoway  Gourt-House,  April  <>,  1865 — 7.35  p.  m. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Burkeville  : 
General  Ord's  suggestion  about  destroying  the  bridges  over  the 
Nottoway  is  a  good  one,  but  I  have  no  cavalry  at  my  disposal.   Should 
my  infantry  remain  here  any  time   I  will  direct  that  the  bridges  be 
destroyed. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  6,  1805. 
General  S.  Williams: 

A  railway  employe  has  just  been  brought  in.  He  left  Danville  on 
Monday  morning ;  came  to  Burkeville  Tuesday  night,  and  thence  to 
our  lines.    Do  you  desire  a  synopsis  of  his  story  forwarded? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  [6\,  1863. 
General  S.  Williams  : 
The  following  is  forwarded  for  iuformation  of  the  lieutenant-general: 
Eobert  B.  Keys,  employ^  of  Petersburg  railroad,  was  at  Weldon 
March  31;  left  there  that  day  to  go  to  Petersburg;  arrived  at  Dan- 
ville Sunday  evening.  Heard  at  Greensborough  that  .Stoneman  was 
expected  there  on  a  raid;  that  Beauregard  was  there  pressing  all  the 
men  he  could  get.  Saw  train  there,  guard  of  which  told  him  contained 
Jeff.  Davis'  family,  &c.  Heard  at  Danville  that  Petersburg  and  Eich 
mond  had  gone  up.  Started  on  foot,  came  up  Danville  road,  went 
through  Burkeville  Tuesday  night,  no  troops  there.  Saw  no  troops  on 
the  railroad  except  small  bridge  guards  near  Burkeville.  Colored  man 
told  him  he  had  left  Lee's  army  that  day  at  Jetersville,  and  that  he 
thought  it  numbered  about  20,000.  It  was  reported  to  him  at  Notto- 
way Court-House  that  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  division  was  at  Mattoax  Station 
above  Burkeville.  Was  in  Kaleigh  half  an  hour.  Was  told  that 
Johostpu's  army  was  thfire  and  Sherman  at  Smithfleld. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquaktkrs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  6, 1865. 
Major-Geueial  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps,  Burke's  Station: 
Let  yout  medical  director  or  cLief  riiedical  ofQcei-  present  at  Burke's 
Station  make  suitable  preparation  to  receive,  shelter,  aud  properly  care 
for  the  "wounded  of  this  army  who  are  now  ordered  to  be  sent  to  that 
point,  and  send  up  the  Ninth  Corps  ambulances. 
By  order  of  General  Meade : 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Wellville  Station,  April  6,  1865 — 8.20  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  use  your 
command  to  guard  the  South  Side  Railroad  and  Cox's  road  from  Suther- 
land's to  Wilson's  Station,  picketing  strongly  all  the  cross-roads  and 
roads  approaching  from  the  north  and  south.  At  Wilson's  Station  you 
will  connect  with  General  Hartranft's  division. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

S  fl  f  V  Jl-TI  ^ 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Nottoway  Court-House,  April  6,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Griffin, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 
1  wish  you  to  move  your  Second  Brigade  to  Nottoway  Coui't- House. 
General  Curtin  has  just  arrived  and  1  will  order  him  direct  to  move  on 
to  Burkeville.  The  brigade  at  Nottoway  Court-House  must  look  well 
to  the  roads  leading  to  the  Nottoway  River.  I  move  General  Curtin 
for  the  reason  that  General  Ord  has  left  Burkeville.  I  will  direct  Gen- 
eral Hartranft  to  move  his  advanced  brigade  in  order  to  protect  the 
road  that  you  were  to  cover  this  side  of  Blacks  and  Whites. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Wellville  Station,  April  6,  1865 — 8.20  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Habtranft, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  will,  on  being 

relieved  by  General  Willcox,  guard  the  South  Side  Railroad  and  Cox's 

road  from  Wilson's  Station  forward  to  include  Blacks  and  Whites, 

relieving  the  troops  of  General  GriflBn's  division  on  their  receiving 
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orders  to  move.  For  the  present  the  head  of  your  column  need  not 
proceed  farther  than  Wellville,  near  which  point  General  Uriftin  now 
has  a  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  O.  YOUNGMAN, 

A  fmistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Akmy  Corps, 
Nottoway  Gourt-Hovne,  April  6,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-Geueral  Hartranft, 

Commanding  Third  Divinion: 

General:  1  have  directed  General  Griffin  to  move  his  two  brigades, 
one  to  Burkeville,  the  other  to  Nottoway  Court-House.  I  wish  you, 
therefore,  to  extend  your  line  .so  as  to  cover  the  roads  approaching  thj; 
railroad  tx)  a  point  abotit  halfway  between  Blacks  and  Whites  and  the 
Gonrt-Honse.  The  reason  of  this  is  I  understand  General  Ord  has 
moved  out  from  Burkeville. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

April  6,  1865—12.10  p.  m. 

LieutenantGeneral  Grant: 

General:  My  information  is  that  the  enemy  are  moving  to  our  left 
with  their  trains  and  whole  army.  The  trains  and  army  were  moving 
all  last  night  and  are  very  short  of  provisions  and  very  tired  indeed. 
I  think  that  now  is  the  time  to  attack  them  with  all  your  infantry. 
They  are  reported  to  have  begged  provisions  from  the  people  of  the 
country  all  along  the  road  as  they  jiassed.  I  am  working  around  far- 
ther to  our  left. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major -General, 


Jktkrsville,  April  6',  1865 — :L'.05  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sheridan  : 

From4;his  point  General  Humphreys'  corps  could  be  seen  advancing 
over  General  Vaughn's  farm.  The  enemy  occupied  that  place  two 
hours  iigo  with  artillery  and  infantry.  (TriflBn  is  farther  to  the  right 
and  has  been  urged  to  push  on.  He  is,  no  doubt,  doing  so.  Wright 
is  pushing  out  on  the  road  you  are  on  and  will  go  in  with  a  vim  any 
place  you  dictate.  Ord  has  sent  two  regiments  out  to  Farmville  to 
destroy  the  bridge,  and  is  intrencliing  the  balance  of  his  command  at 
Burke's  Station.  If  your  information  makes  it  advisable  for  him  to 
move  out  notify  him  and  he  will  do  so. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenan  t-  Genera  {, 
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Cavalky  Headqoartkrs, 

Flat  Greek,  April  6,  1865. 
Lieuteiuiiit-Geueial  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the   United  States: 
Gkneral:  The    enemy's  trains  are  moving  on  tlie  pike,  through 
Deatonsville,  in  the  <iirection  of  Burkeville  Station.     I  nm  jnst  getting 
ready  to  attack  it.    1  have  notified  General  Ord. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

April  6,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
'  General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  euemy  made  a  stand 
at  the  intersection  of  the  Burke's  Station  road  with  the  road  upon  which 
they  were  retreating.  I  attacked  them  with  two  divisions  of  the  Sixth 
Army  Corps  and  routed  them  handsomely,  making  a  connection  with 
the  cavalry.  1  am  still  pressing  on  with  both  cavalry  and  infantry. 
Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  captured  Generals  Ewell,  Kershaw, 
Barton,  Corse,  De  Foe  [Du  Bose],  and  Custis  Lee,  several  thousand 
prisoners,  14  pieces  of  artillery,  with  caissons,  and  a  large  number  of 
wagons.    If  the  thing  is  pressed  I  think  that  Lee  will  surrender. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


April  6, 1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

General  :  General  Custer  reports  being  in  rear  of  three  divisions 
of  rebel  infantry.  He  has  captured  quite  a  number  of  prisoners  and 
some  artillery.  The  infantry  shonld  push  in  with  vigor  where  Miller's 
battery  was.    I  will  send  Devin  in  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MBRRITT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Five  Points,  One  Milk  kkom  Amelia  Gourt-House, 

April  6,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  Merritt, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Middle  Military  Division  : 

General  :  Reached  this  point  (cross  country)  at  this  time.  From 
the  last  information  there  is  nothing  of  importance  at  the  Court-House, 
and  the  enemy  was  moving  towiird  Jetersville.  We  are  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  well  out,  and  will  now  push  forward  to  Court- 
House  and  await  there  further  orders.  Will  send  my  next  from  the 
Court-House. 

Very  resj)ectfully, 

p]DW.  MYERS, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Headquarters, 
Burke's  Station,  April  6,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant: 

Turner's  and  Foster's  divisions  are  here.  Have  sent  two  regiments  of 
infantry  and  fifty  cavalry  to  destroy  a  span  of  High  Bridge,  near  Farm- 
ville,  if  not  too  strongly  guarded,  and  am  tearing  up  one  rail  of  the  two 
railroads  toward  Danville  and  Lynchburg.  Will  throw  up  a  line  of 
ritlepits  to  cover  from  cavalry.    My  trains  are  nearly  all  up. 

B.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Jetersville,  April  6,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord: 

The  enemy  evacuated  Amelia  last  night  or  this  morning,  and  are  now 
apparently  moving  southwest  to  get  on  the  Farmville  and  Danville 
road.  The  Second  Corps  moved  from  here  toward  Deatonsville  and  have 
struck  the  flank  of  the  enemy.  The  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  are  moving 
parallel  with  the  Second,  the  Fifth  to  the  right  of  it  and  the  Sixth  to 
the  left.  The  cavalry  is  still  farther  southwest.  You  will  move  out  to 
intercept  them,  if  possible,  taking  roads  according  to  the  information 
you  may  get,  recollecting  that  the  capture  of  the  enemy  is  what  we 
want.  Mackenzie  started  to  join  you  with  the  cavalry  this  morning. 
Let  youi'  provost-marshal  or  some  one  ascertain  if  there  is  any  move- 
ment from  Danville  this  way. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

April  6,  1865—12.45  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

I  am  now  moving  out  Foster's  division  to  strike  the  enemy  on  the 
Hank.  Have  knowledge  of  but  one  road  coming  in  from  side  of  Dea- 
tonsville. Am  moving  Foster  out  on  that  road,  if  I  find  other  roads 
shall  use  them.  I  hope  Washburn  was  in  time  to  break  the  Farmville 
bridge.  To  his  force  1  have  sent  word  to  look  out  on  their  left  coming 
in,  and  if  it  can  be  done  take  roads  south  of  South  Side  Railroad. 

E.  O.  C.  OKI), 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 
•  Jetersville,  April  6,  1865 — i.30  p.  m. 

MaJor-General  Ord: 

(Care  General  Williams,  at  Burkeville  Station.) 

Send  Gibbon  with  his  two  divisions  to  Farinington  [Farmville],  to 
hold  that  crossing.  The  Sixth  Corps  is  also  ordered.  The  colored 
division  will  be  sufficient  to  retain  at  Burkeville.  The  enemy  is  evi- 
dently making  for  Ligontown  and  Stony  Point  bridges.  Indications 
are  that  the  enemy  are  almost  in  a  rout.  They  are  burning  wagons, 
caissons,  &c. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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General  Williams: 

If  General  Ord  is  absent  let  General  Turner  read  this  dispatch  and 
move  at  once  with  liis  division  to  the  turnpike  crossing  at  Farmville. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hkajjqiiabtkks  AlBmiks  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  April  6,  1865. 
Major-Geiieral   WeiTZEL, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
It  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  acted  as  the 
legislature  of  Virginia  in  support  of  the  rebellion  may  now  desire  to 
assemble  at  Richmond  and  take  measures  to  withdraw  the  Virginia 
troops  and  other  support  from  resistance  to  the  General  Government. 
If  they  attempt  it  give  them  permission  and  protection  until,  if  at  all, 
they  attempt  some  action  hostile  to  the  United  States,  in  which  case 
you  will  notify  them,  give  them  reasonable  time  to  leave,  and  at  the 
end  of  which  time  arrest  any  who  remain.  Allow  Judge  Campbell  to 
see  this,  but  do  not  make  it  public. 
Yours,  &c., 

A.  LINCOLN. 


I'ktkrsbubg,  April  6,  1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

I  have  been  informed  by  General  Rawlins  that  General  Ord  was  going- 
to  relieve  all  Army  of  Potomac  troops  at  City  Point,  Petersburg, 
and  on  the  South  Side  Railroad  to  Sutherland's  Station.  Have  you 
received  any  order  of  this- kind?  1  just  learned  from  General  Benham 
that  no  troops  have  yet  arrived  to  relieve  him. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.   K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


KiCHMOND,  April  6,  1865. 

(Received  4.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Wareen: 

General  Russell's  brigade  is  on  its  way  ti.  City  Point.     Left  here  this 
morning.     Will  relieve  the  troops  now  there.. 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Petebsbukg,  April  6,  1865. 

(Received  10.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Commanding,  Richmond : 

How  can  I  send  you  reports  and  papers?  I  have  only  six  cavalry- 
men under  my  command  as  orderlies,  and  I  require  twenty- five  at  least. 
Tlie  reply  to  Warren's  dispatch  concerning  his  authority  received  yes- 
terday and  signed  by  General  Rawlins,  after  stating  that  General  Ord 
bad  beeu  directed  to  relieve  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  City  Point, 
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Petersburg,  and  South  Side  Ilaihoad  to  Sutherland's  Station,  contains 
the  following:  "As  General  Ilartsuff  is  your  senior  you  will  turn  over 
to  him  the  command  of  those  places,"  &c.  General  Willcox  informed 
me  this  afternoon  that  he  had  been  directed  to  guard  the  railroad  from 
Sutherland's  Station  west,  and  had  withdrawn  his  troops  from  this  side 
of  that  place;  and  I  have  received  directly  no  instructions  except  to 
occupy  this  city,  and  have  not  troops  suflBcient  to  garrison  this  place 
and  guard  the  railroad  from  City  Point  to  Sutherland's  Station,  except 
by  a  very  attenuated  line.  Warren  has  still  command  of  the  garrison 
of  City  Point  and  of  about  3,000  cavalry  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potoma<!,  only  about  300  of  whom  are  mounted,  and  some  of  the  com- 
mand are  not  armed.  Am  I  to  command  these  places  and  troops;  or 
tbe  places  and  other  troops  to  be  sent  from  the  Army  of  the  James;  or 
the  places  with  the  troops  1  have,  or  the  city  of  Petersburg  only  and 
the  troops  I  have?     Please  send  any  news.     None  here. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUPF, 

Major-  General. 


Peteksburg,  April  6,  186S. 
Major-General  Weitzel: 

The  warehouse  which  contained  the  bulk  of  the  French  tobacco  had 
stored  therein  tobacco  belonging  to  private  parties  which  the  rebels 
moved  to  another  warehouse  and  destroyed.  The  French  tobacco  is 
safe,  unless  a  few  hogsheads  were  moved  by  mistake.  Mr.  Devors 
thinks  all  safe,  not  more  than  half  dozen  hogsheadsof  it  were  destroyed. 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  G,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff: 

I  have  been  ordered  by  Major-General  Parke,  through  instructions 
of  Major-General  Meade,  to  guard  the  Cox  road  and  South  Side  Pail- 
road  from  Sutherland's  Station  up,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  notify  you 
that  the  troops  of  my  command  between  Sutherland's  and  Petersburg 
have  been  withdrawn. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


General  Orders,  j  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  1.  3  Petershurff,  Va.,  April  n,  1865. 

lu  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Department  of 
Virginia  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  city  of  Pe- 
tersburg. Brevet  Major-General  Fcrrero's  division,  of  this  command, 
will  form  the  garrison  of  the  city  and  defenses.  General  Ferrero  is 
especially  (-harged  with  the  control  and  disposition  of  the  troops  for 
the  defense  of  the  city.  He  will  station  them  for  that  purpose  at  such 
points  without,  but  near,  the  city  as  he  may  select.  Maj.  S.  P.  Cowles, 
Tenth  New  York  Artillery,  is  appointed  provost-marshal  and  jwst  com- 
mandant, with  headquarters  at  the  depot  of  the  Weldou  railroad.    He 
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will  institute  such  measures  and  appoint  such  guards  and  patrols  as 
will  insure  quiet  and  good  order  throughout  the  city.  General  Ferrero 
will  make  a  permanent  detail  of  500  men  to  report  to  him  as  guards. 
The  chiefs  of  the  different  departments  of  the  staff  will  make  selec- 
tions of  such  unoccupied  or  public  buildings  as  are  necessary  and 
suitable  for  the  public  use  of  their  respective  departments.  They  will 
each  report  to  these  headquarters  daily  at  12  m.  to  receive  such  instruc- 
tions and  give  such  information  as  may  be  required.  The  regularly 
constituted  civil  authorities  are  permitted  and  requested  to  continue  in 
the  exercise  of  their  functions  and  duties.  Eesident  citizens  will  be 
unmolested  in  person  and  proi)erty  so  long  as  their  conduct  is  oi'derly 
and  quiet  and  conforms  with  the  regulations  and  orders  that  may  be 
necessary  for  the  control  of  the  city.  They  will  be  permitted  to  leave 
the  city  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  or  a  parole  oath  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  provost-marshal.  The  regular  markets  will  be  free  and 
open.  Sutlersand  purveyors  of  this  command  will  be  permitted  to  trade 
under  the  existing  regulations  concerning  them.  Those  of  other  com- 
mands, on  exhibiting  their  appointments,  will  be  permitted  to  trade  by 
conforming  to  the  regulations  of  those  of  this  command.  All  other 
shops  and  stores  of  every  kind  and  description  will  be  closed  until  they 
are  registered  and  authorized  at  the  provost-marshal's  office.  The  sale 
of  alcoholic  liquors  is  absolutely  forbidden,  except  by  the  commissary 
of  subsistence  to  officers  under  existing  orders.  Any  violation  of  this 
order  will  subject  the  offender  to  the  confiscation  of  his  entire  stock 
and  such  other  punishment  as  the  case  may  require.  Quiet  and  good 
order  are  alike  creditable  and  must  be  preserved  at  all  hazards.  It 
is  earnestly  enjoined  upon  all  officers  and  soldiers,  and  requested  of  all 
citizens,  too,  and  the  regularly  constituted  authorities,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, in  its  preservation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hartsuff: 

J.  M.  HOWABD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


General  Orders,  ^     Headqttarters  Ferrero's  Division, 

Xo.  C.  i  Petersburg,  Va.,  April  0,  ]865. 

This  division  will  hereafter  bedesignatedas  Ferrero's  Division.  The 
troops  will  be  located  on  the  outskirts  of  thecityinthefollowingorder: 
Encamped,  forming  a  semi-circle,  resting  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road, 
on  the  left,  and  extending  to  the  Appomattox  on  the  right.  General 
McKibbin  will  occupy  the  left  of  the  line  with  his  brigade,  and  Colonel 
Kibbe  the  right.  Each  brigade  will  picket  the  approaches  to  the  city 
on  their  front,  giving  stringent  orders  that  no  one  passes  out  without 
proper  authority.  Brigade  commanders  Avill  appoint  officers  of  the  day 
for  their  respective  commands.  No  officer  of  the  day  wiil  be  appointed 
from  these  headquarters.  Commanding  officers  will  give  their  atten- 
tion to  a  uniformity  in  the  camps.  Camp  discipline  will  be  enforced 
alccordin  g  to  existing  regulations.  The  proper  routine  of  duty  and  drills 
will  be  ordered.  No  officer  or  private  will  be  allowed  to  leave  camp 
without  a  written  permission  from  his  regimental  commander,  counter- 
signed by  the  brigade  commander,  and  only  a  limited  number  of  passes 
to  be  granted  each  day.  Particular  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  men. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero: 

GEO.  A.  HICKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headqxtarters  Ferrero's  Division, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  6,  1865. 

Col.  George  C.  Kibbe, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

Colonel:  You  will  at  once  move  your  brigade  to  a  position  outside 
of  the  town,  which  has  been  designated  by  the  general  commanding  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Arden,  who  will  give  you  the  information.     You 
will  picket  all  the  roads  on  your  front  leading  into  this  city. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero: 

GEO.  A.  HICKS, 
Asxistant  Adjutant- General.' 


Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  Va.,  April  6,  JSor,. 

Col.  Georce  D.  Euggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I   have  received  the 
following  telegrams  from  Major-General  Weitzel: 

Richmond,  April  .'>.  1865. 
Okkickr  Commanding  Forces, 

City  I'oifit,  Va.  : 
A  brigade  will  be  orilered  to  relieve  you.     On  b<Miifr  relieveil    yon  iir<!   ordered  to 
report  to  General  Meade  by  telegraph. 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

The  order  directing  Major-General  Hartsiiff  to  report  to  you  with  a  brigade  has 
been  ooun  term  and  ed.     General  Russell  with  his  brigade  will  report  to  you. 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

General  Kussell  reported  here  this  evening  with  two  regiments  of 
infantry  (colored),  but  as  a  large  portion  of  my  command  is  absent  at 
Point  Lookout  and  Washington  I  am  unable  to  report  to  General 
Meade  until  I  can  assemble  them.  The  following  statement  will  show 
what  proportion  of  my  command  is  absent:  Present,  60  oflBcers,  1,169 
men;  absent,  40  officers,  1,027  men;  total,  90  officers,  2,196  men. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  T.  COLLIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Post, 
City  Point,  Va.,  \ April  fi],  J8G5. 

Maj.  D.  D.  Wheeler, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Major:  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Collis  refuses  to  be  relieved,  and 
says  he  was  placed  in  command  by  Major-General  Meade,  and  before 
be  will  be  relieved  requires  an  order  from  him  or  higher  authority,  and 
does  not  think  Major  General  Weitzel  could  issue  an  order  to  take 
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effect  in  tlie  Army  of  tbe  Potomac.  1  Lave  relieved  all  tlie  guards, 
and  have  seven  officers  absent  with  detachments  of  prisoners,  desert- 
ers, recruits,  &c. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  RUSSELL, 
Bvt.  ]iri(j.  Gen.  and  Col.  Twenty -eighth    U.  8.  Colored  Troops. 


Point  Lookout,  April  6',  1865. 
Hon.  Ctideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

The  Harriet  De  Ford  is  in  Indian  Creek,  Va.,  blockaded  by  several 
of  my  gun-boats.     As  soon  as  the  light  draught  boats  get  up  she  will  be 
recaptured  or  destroyed. 
Respectfully, 

F.  A.  PARKEE, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Menuota, 
Hampton  Itoadn,  April  (i,  JSdrt.     (Received  5.20  p.  ni.) 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  T.  S.  Bowers: 

Have  just  returned  from  Point  Lookout.  Was  informed  by  naval  oflBcer 
commanding  thatdesertei'S  from  Longstreet  came  in  to  the  gun-boats  in 
York  River  yesterday  and  reported  that  he  wns  between  Pamunkey  and 
Mattapony  Rivers,  cut  off  and  without  supplies.  You  can  best  judge 
of  the  reliabilitj-  of  this  story. 
Respectfully, 

K.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Senior  Naval  Officer. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  II,  1865.     (Received  5.25  p.  m.) 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flag-ship  Malvern,  City  Point  or  above  : 
Have  just  returned  from  Point  Lookout.  No  tidings  of  captured 
steamer.  Potomac  Flotilla  on  lookout.  Have  sent  the  Morris  to 
Cherry  Stone  and  Black  River  to  return  to  morrow.  Heard  at  Point 
Lookout  that  deserters  from  Longstreet  came  in  yesterday  to  the  gun- 
boats in  Y^ork  River.  They  say  that  Longstreet  is  between  Mattapony 
and  Pamunkey  Rivers  and  has  no  supplies.  Shall  I  send  theChimo  up 
to  you?  Sabine  and  Huntsville  went  to  sea  this  a.  m.  R.  R.  Cuyler 
and  Galena  are  here. 
Respectfully, 

E.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Senior  Officer 


Winchester,  Va.,  April  6,  1865. 

(Received  9.10  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  Torbert  has  just  returned  from  his  reconnaissance.  He 
found  nothing  in  the  Valley  excej)ting  a  few  hundred  cavalry  under 
Rosser  at  Staunton.     He  is  satisfied  from  the  reports  from  all  the  people 
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that  a  movement  of  Picketfs  division  was  anticipated,  and  quite  a 
number  of  his  men  are  on  furlough  near  here.  Some  deserters  from  liis 
division  also  report  that  it  was  the  talk  among  the  men  that  they  were 
coming  to  the  Valley. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

Hkadqttarteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  f>,  18f)6.     (Received  7.30  a.  m.  7tU.) 
Major- Oeiieral  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  think  proper  to  advise  you,  in  view  of  anything  that  may  occur 
hereafter,  that  several  days  ago  I  oflered  to  place  a  strong  and  reliable 
guard  ou  each  passenger  train  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Itailroad, 
with  the  understanding  that  transportation  should  not  be  charged.  I 
have  never  received  any  reply,  and  presunie  from  this  that  the  com 
pany  prefer  taking  the  risk  of  having  their  trains  stopped  by  a  half 
dozen  or  more  guerrillas. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Oenera.l, 


Haeper's  Ferry,  April  (i,  1805. 
(leneial  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Mosby  surprised  camp  of  Loudoun  Rangers  near  Keyes'  Ford  and 
cleaned  them  out.     Made  the  attack  about  10  o'clock.    I  have  sent  out 
some  infantry.     When  I  get  a  report  will  send  you  particulars. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  n.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  f).  186r>, 
General  Stevenson, 

Harper's  Ferry : 
You  may  be  visited  at  Charlestowu  by  Mosby.    He  captured  some 
of  our  men  yesterday,  and  was  very  particular  in  his  inquiries  about 
Charlestown. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Harper'><  Fk.rkv.  April  C,  1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  force  that  attacked  camp  of  Loudoun  Rangers  was  i>artof  Mosby's 
command.  They  captured  twenty  live  men  of  the  Rangers,  a  small  party 
of  the  Fifth  New  York,  guarding  baggage;  also  some  horses.  The  num- 
ber of  attacking  force  was  about  lOiy  men.  They  crossed  at  one  of  the 
upper  fords  of  the  Shenandoah  and  recrossed  at  Keyes'  Ford. 

J.  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


618  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVin. 

Union  Sqtjake,  N.  Y.,  April  C,  1865. 

His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States; 
Assembled  New  York  sends  greeting.    Thanks  to  Divine  Providence, 
and  all  honor  to  the  Government,  Army,  and  Navy,  for  saving  the  life 
of  the  nation. 

MOSES  TAYLOE. 

SAMUEL  SLOAN. 

S.  B.  CHITTENDEN. 

WILLIAM  T.  BLODGETT. 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

CHAELES  P.  DALY. 

PEOSPEE  M.  WETMORE. 

HENEY  CLEWS. 

FRANK  E.  HOWE. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


Navy  Dkpartment, 

Washington,  April  7,  1866. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
addressed  to  me  to-day  by  Commander  F.  A.  Parker,  commanding  the 
Potomac  Flotilla,  and  would  suggest  whether,  in  view  of  the  information 
communicated  by  him  and  the  recent  capture  of  vessels  in  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  by  piratical  parties,  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  have  the  Peninsula  or  the  Northern  Neck,  to  which  he  refers, 
scoured  by  a  military  force.  The  Department  has  given  instructions 
for  an  increase  of  the  gun-boat  Heet  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Potomac  so  as  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in  the  power  of  the  naval  force, 
the  success  of  the  rebels  in  their  designs. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[IiiuluHure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Don,  Potomac  Flotilla, 

April  7,  1865. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Sir  :  I  am  informed  by  the  engineer  of  the  Harriet  De  Ford,  recently 
captured  by  the  rebels,  tliat  while  a  prisoner  on  the  Northern  Neck  of 
Virginia  he  learned  that  parties  were  organizing  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing  vessels  on  the  bay,  and  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to 
seize  the  Highland  Light,  a  steamer  running  between  West  Eiver  and 
Baltimore.  This  report  is  confirmed  by  refugees,  who  assert  that  the 
object  of  the  rebels  is  to  burn  and  pillage  generally.  I  am  led  to  believe 
that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  burn  the  bridge  over  Gunpowder  and 
Bush  Rivers  and  to  destroy  the  boat  belonging  to  the  railroad  company 
at  Havre  de  Grace. 

Very  respectfully, 

FOXHALL  A.  PAEKEE, 
Commander,  If.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
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EiOHMOND,  Va.,  Ajyril  7,  ISM — 6  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Meetiug  of  five  members  of  the  Virginia  legislature  held  Lere  to-day 
upon  the  President's  propositions  to  Judge  Campbell.  The  President 
showed  me  the  papers  confidentially  to-day.  They  are  two  in  number, 
one  without  address,  the  other  letter  to  General  Weitzel.  The  one 
states  sine  qua  non  of  reunion,  and  does  not  differ  essentially  from 
previous  statements.  The  second  authorizes  Weitzel  to  allow  members 
of  the  body  claiming  to  be  legislature  of  Virginia  to  meet  here  for 
purpose  of  recalling  Virginia  soldiers  from  rebel  armies,  with  safe  con- 
duct to  them,  so  long  as  they  do  and  say  nothing  hostile  to  the  United 
States.  Judge  Campbell  laid  these  papers  before  the  five  men,  who 
met  twice,  but  I  am  not  advised  that  they  took  any  action.  The  Presi- 
dent told  me  this  morning  that  Sheridan  seemed  to  be  getting  Virginia 
soldiers  out  of  the  war  faster  than  this  legislature  could  think.  By 
the  way,  the  troops  captured  by  General  Sheridan  yesterday  were  those 
which  left  Richmond  Sunday  night.  They  formed  Lee's  rear  guard. 
Weitzel  has  not  yet  begun  issuing  rations.  He  acts  under  General 
Ord's  orders,  approved  by  General  Grant.  He  is  to  pay  for  rations  by 
selling  captured  property.  Before  beginning  he  is  to  register  the  peo- 
ple, and  give  no  one  anything  who  does  not  take  the  oath.  He  has 
authorized  the  churches  to  be  opened  next  Sunday,  on  condition  that 
no  disloyal  sermons  be  preached.  Episcopal  ministers  required  to  read 
the  prayer  for  the  President.  Railroad  from  here  to  Petersburg  opened 
to-day.  Of  the  French  tobacco,  six  warehouses  full  saved  and  one 
burned  here.     At  Petersburg  all  saved. 

C.  A.  DANA. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

April  '/-,  1863 — S  p.  m. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  C.  iS.  Army  : 
General  :  The  result  of  the  last  week  must  convince  you  of  the 
hopelessness  of  further  resistance  on  the  part  oi  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  in  this  struggle,  I  feel  that  it  is  so,  and  regard  it  as  my  duty 
to  shift  from  myself  the  responsibility  of  any  further  effusion  of  blood 
by  asking  of  you  the  surrender  of  that  portion  of  the  C.  S.  Army  known 
as  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States. 


April  7, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General:  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  date.  Though  not 
entertaining  the  opinion  you  express  of  the  hopelessness  of  further  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  I  reciprocate  your 
desire  to  avoid  useless  effusion  of  blood,  and  therefore,  before  consid- 
ering your  proposition,  ask  the  terms  you  will  offer  on  condition  of  its 
surrender. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Bttrkkvili.E,  April  7,  J«6"5 — n<]0  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade  : 

SUeridau  aud  Wright  have  struck  the  enemy,  captured  a  great  many 
of  the  general  officers,  and  from  10,000  to  12,000  men.  Every  moment 
now  is  important  to  ns  Communicate  this  to  General  Griftin.  Direct 
him  to  move  at  once  to  our  left,  taking  the  most  direct  open  road  to 
Prince  Edward  Court-House.  Mackenzie's  cavalry  is  ordered  there 
aud  will  be  off  from  here  by  2  a.  m. 

IT.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Armv  op  the  Potomac, 

High  Bridge,  April  7,  I860 — 12  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

Major-General  Humphreys  about  9  a.  m.  crossed  the  Appomattox  at 
this  point,  driving  in  the  enemy's  rear  guard  skirmishers.  The  enemy 
abandoned  eight  guns  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  ten  are  reported  as 
left  on  the  other  side.  Humphreys  has  advanced  four  miles  on  the 
railroad  toward  Farmville  and  will  continue  to  push  them  on  that  road. 
Wright  is  moving  toward  Farmville  on  this  side  the  river.  I  under 
stand  Mahone's  division  is  between  him  and  Farmville  and  that  he  is 
after  him.  Griffin  is  moving  rapidly  to  Prince  Edward  Court-IIouse. 
He  will  pass  through  Rice's  Station.  You  will  find  him  on  that  road  if 
necessarv  to  send  him  orders. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Signal  Station, 
Jn  the  Field,  April  7,  I860 — 5.30  p.  v. 
Lieuteiiant-General  GRANT, 

Farmville  : 
As  soon  as  the  operations  of  the  day  shall  be  over  I  will  move  my 
headquarters  to  Bice's  Station,  from  which  point  I  hope  to  have  tele- 
graphic communication  with  Burke's  Station. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Hbadquartekk  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  7,  I860 — 7  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

There  has  been  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Humphreys,  but  no 
report  as  yet.  1  send  the  bearer  for  any  orders  you  may  have  for 
to-morrow.  The  Fifth  Corps  is  at  or  near  Prince  Edward  Court- 
House,  the  Sixth  at  Farmville,  and  the  Second  across  the  Appomat- 
tox, on  the  road  from  Farmville  to  Lynchburg.  As  far  as  1  can  judge 
the  enemy  is  making  for  Lynchburg.  Perhai)S  only  making  a  greater 
detour  than  he  originally  designed  to  get  around  us,  and  he  yet  medi- 
tates going  to  Danville.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  the  following 
dispatch  has  been  received  from  General  Humphreys.*  Had  I  been 
advised  of  the  state  of  things  at  Farmville  I  would  either  have  crossed 
the  Sixth  after  the  Second  or  detained  the  Fifth  for  that  purpose.     I 

*See  Humphreys  to  Meade,  6.30  p.  m-  r..  fi2R. 
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never  kuew  till  4  p.  ni.  that  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridges  tliere, 
nor  did  1  know  till  late  in  the  afternoon  the  causes  of  the  delay  in  the 
advance  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
liespectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


Hkadquautkks  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Farmville,  April  7,  1865 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meadk: 

Order  the  Fifth  Corps  to  follow  the  Twenty-fourth  at  6  a.  ni.  up  the 
liynchburg  road;  the  Second  and  Sixth  to  follow  the  enemy  north  of 
the  river. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Getieral. 


FAniWVILLK,  April  7,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Miijor-Geueral  Meade : 

1  inclose  you  copy  of  a  dispatch  sent  to  you  this  evening  by  signal.* 
The  Fifth  |  Second?)  Corps  is  here.  I  will  send  copy  of  the  dispatch  to 
Generals  Griffin  and  Wright.  Sheridan  with  the  cavalry  is  at  Pros- 
])e.ct  Station.  The  enemy  cannot  go  to  Lynchburg,  possibly.  I  think 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  Stoneman  entered  that  city  this  morning. 
1  will  move  my  headquarters  up  with  the  troops  in  the  morning,  prob- 
ably to  Prospect  Station.  Have  the  prisoners  been  sent  to  City  Point 
vet?    If  not  they  should  go  at  once  under  strong  escort. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  7, 1865. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C: 
Eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  prisoners  of  war,  including  the  Fort 
Stedmaii  captures,  have  been  forwarded  from  this  place  since  the  25th 
of  March.    The  2,000  reported  by  Lieuteiiant-General  Grant  on  the  4th 
instant  have  not  yet  arrived.     About  500  are  in  Richmond. 
Respectfully, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
ComniiKxary  General  of  Prisoners. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Ad.jt.  General's  Office, 

No.  103.  (  Washington,  April  7,  1865. 

*  *  #  #  #  #  # 

17.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Harrow,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in  per- 
son without  delay  to  Major-General  Hancock,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  at  Win- 
chester, Va.,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOW.NSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


'  See  Grant  to  Meade,  next,  ante. 
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Special  Ordkrs,  )  Hdqus.  Army  ov  the  Potomac, 

No.  88.  (  April  7,  1865. 

*  *****  « 

2.  The  following  will  bo  tlie  order  of  uiaicb  for  to  morrow:  The  Fifth 
Corps  will  at  0  a.  lu.  follow  theTweutyfourth  Corps  up  the  Lynchburg 
road.  The  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  will  follow  the  enemy  north  of  the 
river  at  as  early  an  hour  as  practicable.  The  headquarters  of  the  army 
will  be  on  the  route  of  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps.  The  general  supply 
train  will  be  moved  to  Farmville.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  their 
corps  are  kept  supplied  with  subsistence,  foragre,  and  ammunition  as 
prescribed  by  existing  orders,  and  that  empty  wagons  are  sent  to  the 
nearest  depot  to  be  replenished. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Farmville,  April  7,  18r>'i — 5  2).  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

Your  note  of  1.20  \i.  m.  to  Major  General  Meade  is  just  seen.* 
Mott's  [Barlow's?]  division,  of  your  corps,  and  Crook's  cavalry  are  both 
ac^ross  the  river  at  this  point.  The  Sixth  and  Twenty  fourth  Corps  are 
both  here.     Tfie  enemy  cannot  cross  at  Farmville. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865—9.15  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Wbbb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  corps  is  now  crossing  the  Appomattox  at  High  Bridge.  We 
found  the  railroad  bridge  burning.  We  shall  lose  three  spans;  proba- 
bly save  the  rest.  The  common  road  bridge  was  saved.  The  enemy 
was  in  position  on  the  other  side  with  skirmishers  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river.  1  began  crossing  at  once  to  attack.  They  appear  to  be 
abandoning  their  position.  A  little  north  of  west,  some  two  miles  dis- 
tant, a  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry  is  moving  in  a  northwest  direc- 
tion, apparently  trying  to  make  the  pike  from  Farmville  toward 
Lynchburg  through  Appomattox  Court-House.  I  shall  continue  the 
pursuit.  The  enemy  abandoned  eight  guns  in  the  work  on  the  south 
side  of  Aijpomattox  defending  the  approach  to  the  bridge. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  ok  the  Potomac, 

April  7,  1865. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

Tour  dispatch  received  announcing  the  possession  of  the  High  Bridge 
and  crossing  of  the  Appomattox.  You  will  push  the  enemy  all  you 
can  consistently  with  the  security  of  your  command  and  its  efficiency. 

•■  See  p.  623.  ~~"~" 
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It  was  designed  tbe  Sixth  Corps  should  proceed  in  the  same  direction, 
but  General  Wright  reports  he  is  moving  on  Farmville.  I  am  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  road  and  movements  of  the  enemy  to 
know  whether  this  will  throw  him  out  of  your  support  or  not.  The 
Sixth  Corps  will  move  to  the  left,  but  have  not  yet  halted.  I  can  halt 
them  if  indications  in  >our  front  make  it  necessary.  Advise  me 
promptly.     I  am  on  my  way  to  High  Bridtye. 

GEO.  v..  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Hkadqtiaktkrs  Skoond  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865—12  m. 
Majjor  General  Meade  : 

So  far  as  my  information  goes  Wright  at  Farmville  would  be  in 
supporting  distance.  1  have  sent  Barlow  up  the  railroad  to  Farmville. 
He  is  quite  close  to  it,  and  is  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  there. 
Supposing  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  reach  Lynchburg  by  the  road 
from  Farmville,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox  I  have  moved 
Miles  and  De  Trobriand  and  the  artillery  to  that  road.  They  will 
strike  it  about  three  miles  from  Farmville.  A  column  of  our  cavalry  on 
the  south  side  of  Appomattox,  which  I  saw  moving,  will  reach  Farm- 
ville about  the  sanie  time  as  Barlow.  Artillery  cannot  move  along 
Barlow's  route. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 

I  will  advise,  yoii  promptly  of  any  further  information  or  change  of 
condition. 

A.  A.  H. 


Headquartkks  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865—1.20  p.  m. 

General  Meade: 

I  have  come  up  to  Mahone's  division,  I  am  with  Miles  and  De  Tro- 
briand's  divisions,  about  four  miles  from  Farmville,  and  shall  attac  k. 
1  f  Griffin  or  some  one  else  can  strike  Farmville  they  will  cut  off  Mahone's 
line  of  retreat. 

A.  A.  HUMPH  KEYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  7,  1865—2.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Humphreys: 

Wright  is  moving  on  Farmville.  I  have  sent  him  your  dispatches 
and  urged  him  forward.  Do  you  think  the  enemy  is  moving  for  Lynch- 
burg or  Danville?  AH  accounts  represent  the  enemy  as  greatly  demor- 
alized, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General, 
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Hkaix^uaktkus  Sk(!ond  Akmy  Corps, 

April  7,  18f>5 — 5  p.  in. 
Majin-Cxeneial  Meadk: 

From  tlie  i)nsoiiers  1  have  it  ap])eais  that  Lee's  army  is  moving  from 
Farmville  to  Lynchbui};,  and  Wriglit  or  Griitin  should  come  up  to  this 
point  near  the  Farmville  ami  Lynchburg  road,  about  four  miles  from 
Farmville.  1  have  but  two  divisions  here,  but  have  sent  for  Barlow, 
who  is  on  the  railroad  near  Farmville. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  (ienernl.  Commanding. 


Hkaixjttaktkrs  Skcond  Akmv  Corps, 

April  7,  1865 — 3.20  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-Oeiieral  WjfiBM, 

CJdef  of  Staff: 

We  jiave  Ueth,  Mahone,  and  I  believe  the  rest  of  Lee's  army  here  in 
my  front,  moving  toward  Lymihburg.  Thej'  are  intrenched  in  too 
strong  a  position  for  me  to  attack  them  in  front,  and  their  flanks 
extend  farther  than  mine.  They  are  extending  their  flank  to  my  right. 
1  have  sent  for  Barlow,  but  1  don't  know  at  what  time  he  will  be  up. 
I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  dated  1.20  saying  that  Farmville  was 
in  our  i)ossession;  tliat  the  cavalry  was  moving  through  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding: 


Hkadqttabtkks  Army  ok  thk  Potomac, 

April  r,  1865 — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphbkys, 

Commanding  Second  Gorpn: 

I.  informed  you  this  morning  your  movements  should  be  governed  by 
your  own  securitj''  with  your  own  forces.  1  have  made  every  effort  to 
get  the  Sixth  Corps  forward,  but  the  road  has  been  blocked  by  the 
cavalry  and  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  I  have  now  sent  orders  to  the 
Twenty-fimrtii  Corps,  who  occupy  Farmville,  to  move  up  to  your  sup- 
port.    If  you  are  pressed  von  must  withdraw  to  this  position. 

VrYAX  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Heaijqttartkrs  Army  of  thk  Potomac, 

April  7,  1865 — i.SO  p.  m. 
Major-General  HtJMPHRKYS: 

I  have  sent  orders  to  General  Wright  to  order  forward  in  my  name 
the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  from  Farmville,  and  to  follow  it  with  the 
Sixth  Corps.  I  fully  indicated  ycmr  position  and  the  necessity  of  sup- 
port being  given  you.  Before  my  dispatch  could  reach  General  Wright 
I  received  one  from  him  stating  the  lieutenant-general  was  at  Farm- 
ville. 1  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  troops  will  be  hurried  forward  if  not 
already  moving.  We  hear  artillery  and  musketry  in  a  westerly  direc- 
tion from  here,  which  is  more  to  the  left  than  your  position,  which  I 
take  to  be  about  northwest.     This  niay  be  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps. 
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When  Barlow  comes  up  if  you  hear  heavy  firing  ou  the  left  I  would 
attack  with  the  whole  force,  but,  of  course,  I  leave  this  entirely  to  your 
own  judgment,  giving  you  the  best  information  I  can  get. 

GEO,  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  7,  1865 — 6.15  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Humphreys  : 

I  have  just  learned  that  there  is  no  bridge  at  Farmville,  and  that  tlie 
cavalry  has  forded  belly  deep.    You  will  have  to  take  care  of  yourself. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General,    ' 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865—6.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac- 
Barlow  is  up  and  taking  position  ou  the  right,  so  as  to  be  ready  to 
attack  their  left  flank  at  the  instant  an  attack  is  commenced  from  the 
direction  of  Farmville.  The  firing  you  heard  was  probably  Crook's 
attempt  from  the  direction  of  Farmville.  Immediately  upon  hearing  it 
I  moved  Miles  and  De  Trobriand  to  the  right  to  attack  (Barlow  was 
nf)t  up  then),  but  the  firing  soon  ceased.  Miles  attacked  from  his 
right,  but  without  success.  The  position  they  have  is  strong,  and  it  is 
intrenched.  We  are  across  the  stage  road  from  Farmville  to  Lynch- 
burg, and  from  our  right  see  a  train  of  wagons  moving  about  west; 
some  troops  with  it.  It  is  so  late  that  neither  the  Second  Corps  nor 
Wright's  can  get  up  in  time  to  attack  this  evening.  Tomorrow  morn- 
ing the  enemy  will  be  gone.  If  they  are  not  1  will  attack  understand- 
ingly  with  the  troops  from  Farmville.  My  position  is  about  nortliwest 
from  High  Bridge. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1805. 
General  N.  A.  Miles,  Commanding  First  Division : 

To  expedite  the  pursuit  the  following  order  of  inarch  will  be  taken 
until  the  enemy  is  again  overtaken:  The  First  Division  will  move 
along  the  road.  The  Second  Division  will  move  parallel  with  the  First 
Division  and  1,000  yards  on  the  light.  The  Third  Division  will  move 
parallel  with  the  First  Division  and  1,000  yards  on  the  left.  Each 
division  will  keep  out  a  strong  skirmish  line  in  its  front,  and  the  Sec- 
ond and  Third  Divisions  a  line  of  flankers.  All  divisions  will  be  pre- 
pared to  deploy  two-thirds  of  their  force,  keeping  one-third  in  reserve. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Barlow  and  De  Trobriand.) 

Please  announce  to  your  command  that  the  Sixth  Corps  and  cavalry 
yesterday  captured  Generals  Ewell,  Custis  Lee,  Kershaw,  and  several 
other  general  officers,  and  10,000  prisoners. 

Ad    IJ    1} VOT.    TCT.VT.  PT    TTT 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Cc-kps, 

April  7,  1865. 
This  corps  will  be  ready  to  move  at  early  daylight  to-morrow.  The 
general  supply  train  will  be  at  Farmville  to-morrow.  The  amount  of 
subsistence,  forage,  and  ammunition  will  be  kept  up  to  that  prescribed 
by  existing  orders,  and  empty  wagons  will  be  sent  to  the  nearest 
depot  to  be  replenished. 

By  command  of  Major-Geiieral  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865 — 4  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  0.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 
Colonel:  The  enemy  have  evacuated  their  position  and  withdrawn 
from  my  front.    Please  let  me  know  if  I  shall  follow  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquar'I'ers  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

Colonel  :  I  am  on  the  Farmville  road.  There  is  an  immense  wagon 
train  moving  in  a  westerly  direction  on  the  Buckingham  road.  I  am 
wheeling  my  skirmish  line  upon  the  enemy. 

N.  A.  MICES, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 
General  Miles  : 

General  Humphreys  has  sent  for  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps.     It  will 
probably  move  upon  the  Farmville  road. 

C.  A.  WHITTIBE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865. 
General  Miles: 

General  Seth  Williams  is  here  with  a  communication  from  General 
Grant  to  General  Lee.*  It  is  desired  to  get  this  through  the  lines  to-night. 
Can  you  fix  it,  do  you  think,  on  your  picket-line  to-night,  and  how? 
Please  send  answer  at  once  by  the  orderly  of  yours  who  brings  this 

'See  Grant  to  Lee,  5  \i.  in.  April  7,  p.  619. 
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and  who  knows  wbere  botli  headquarters  are.  Do  not  do  anything  until 
hearin'g  further  from  here.  I've  sent  tliis  before,  but  am  afraid  the 
orderly  may  ]iave  missed  you. 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Send  back  reply  whether  you  have  before  or  not. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  GoRrs, 

April  7, 1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 
Colonel:  I  can  send  a  communication  through  my  picket  to  the 
enemy  to-night.    The  lines  are  very  close  together  here  and  the  ene- 
my's pickets  have  called  over,  asking  if  a  flag  of  truce  would  be  received. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  A.  MILES, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Second  Corps, 

April  7,  1865 — 6.15  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 
Colonel  :  The  Second  Division  moved  at  5.30  toward  Farmville  on 
the  main  road.    General  Miles  is  not  up  yet.    When  he  arrives  I  will 
march  on  his  right  as  yesterday. 

FRANCIS  C.  BARLOW, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Circular.]        Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7, 1865. 
At  5.30  o'clock  Brigadier-General  Smyth,  commanding  Third  Bri- 
gade, will  move  out  on  the  road  that  the  wagons  took,  keeping  the 
center  of  his  skirmish  line  on  that  road,  protecting  both  flanks.  Not 
more  than  two  regiments  will  remain  in  line  of  battle  until  there  is  some 
appearance  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Olmsted  will  draw  in  his  skirmish 
line,  moving  left  in  front,  following  General  Smyth  by  the  flank.  Col- 
onel Mclvor  will  follow  Colonel  Olmsted,  right  in  front. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Barlow : 

JNO.  M,  NORVELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865 — 9.45  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  de  Trobriand, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
You  will  follow  the  First  Division  across  the  bridge  and  continue  fol- 
lowing it  until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WniTTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865. 
General  De  Trobrtand: 

Colonel  Willian  reports  from  General  Barlow  that  the  cavalry  was 
going  through  Farmville  at  1.20. 

C.  A.  WHITTIEli, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865—10.20  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 
Each  division  commander  will  send  out  a  foraging  party  tinder  a 
good  and  judicious  officer  to  obtain  supplies  to-day  from  the  country — 
cattle  and  breadstuff.  This  is  done  in  anticipation  of  the  supplies  not 
reaching  the  corps  to-night.  A  proper  amount  of  food  will  be  left  with 
each  family.  Care  will  be  taken  that  only  such  supplies  are  taken  as 
can  be  used  by  the  troops  and  are  necessary. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  Gen  eral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  7,  1865—8.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Griffin: 

You  are  to  push  on  as  fast  as  the  state  of  your  command  Avill  admit 
of,  and  take  the  road  to  Prince  Edward  Court-House,  sending  staff 
ahead  to  make  sure  of  not  cutting  the  columns  of  other  corps. 
By  order  of  General  Meade: 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  7,  1865—1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Griffin, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

If  without  interfering  with  the  march  of  the  Sixth  you  can  strike  the 
road  between  Farmville  and  Prince  Edward  Court-House  you  will  do 
so  as  high  up  as  you  can. 
By  order  of  General  Meade : 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Prince  Edward  Court-Rouse,  April  7,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place.    The  rear  of  our 
cavalry  was  leaving  as  I  entered  the  town.    My  leading  division  is 
already  in.    The  others  will  be  here  very  soon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  GRlFFIlSr, 

TJrp.npt    Al/iior- Gptip/r/il 
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General  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  30.  ]  April  7,  1865—4.20  a.  m. 

I.  Tlie  corps  will  jjet  ready  to  move  at  once  and  as  follows:  Second 
Division ;  two  batteries ;  Third  Division ;  three  batteries ;  First  Division ; 
trains  and  ambulances  in  rear.  General  Ayres  will  at  once  move  up  to 
this  point.    We  move  via  Rice's  Station  to  Farmville. 

D.  The  corps  will  march  at  G  a.  m.  to-morrow  up  the  Lynchburg  road, 
in  the  following  order,  viz: 

1.  Ayres'  division,  followed  by  two  batteries. 

2.  Bartlett's  division,  followed  by  three  batteries. 

3.  Crawford's  division,  ambulances  and  trains  in  rear  of  the  troops. 
The  Fifth  Corps  is  to  follow  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Griffin : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assintant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865 — 7.25  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major  General  Webb: 

I  at  first  designed  waiting  for  my  supply  train  and  issuing  rations 
before  moving,  but  ascertaining  that  the  wagons  would  not  be  up  as 
soon  as  expected  I  have  put  the  troops  in  motion  and  intend  to  take 
the  direction  of  Farmville,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  The  troops  are 
much  fatigued  and  the  pursuit  cannot  be  made  as  vigorously  as  yester- 
day. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Sandy  River,  April  7, 1865 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb: 

The  officer  sent  toward  Farmville  has  returned  and  reports  that  that 
place  is  not  taken.  1  shall  therefore  move  at  once  toward  that  point. 
General  Griffin  is  now  here  and  the  head  of  his  column  nearly  up.  He 
is  going  to  Prince  Edward  Court-House. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

Farmville,  April  7,  1865^2.20  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb: 

1  am  at  Farmville,  which  is  occupied  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 
and  from  all  I  can  learn  the  rebel  force  on  this  side  of  the  Appomattox 
passed  through  this  place.  If  this  betrueitwouldseemthattheeneniy 
is  moving  on  Lynchburg,  where  it  is  possible  that  he  may  intend  form 
iiig  a  junction  with  Johnston  instead  of  effecting  it  at  Danville,  as  I 
have  hitherto  supposed  he  intended  to  do.  There  are  so  many  troops 
iiud  trains  now  here  in  my  front  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to 
advance  now,  even  if  it  were  desirable  to  do  so.  I  will  therefore  await 
instructions  here. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-General,  Gommamding. 

(Copy  forwarded  to  Major-General  Humphreys  at  3.30  p.  m.) 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  7, 1865—2.30  p.  m.    (Received  3  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Wright: 

I  send  you  a  dispatch  just  received  from  Major-General  Humphreys.* 
Tou  will  see  the  necessity  of  pushing  vigorously  for  Farmville.  If  there 
are  any  troops  on  your  left  communicate  with  them  and  urge  them 
forward. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


[April  7,  1865-]— 3  p.  ra. 

(Received  4.40  p.  m.) 

General  Webb  : 

Your  dispatch  of  2.30  p.  m.  by  Major  Bache  is  just  received.  I 
reached  Farmville  at  2  p.  m.  and  immediately  sent  the  dispatch  to  you 
by  Major  Farrar.  General  Grant  passed  here  a  short  time  since  and  is 
now  in  the  town.  He  has  directed  me  to  remain  massed  until  further 
orders. 

WEIGHT, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

High  Bridge,  April  7,  1865 — 3.40  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wright, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps  : 
The  maior-geueral  commanding  directs  that,  in  case  you  are  not 
called  upon  by  General  Humphreys  for  assistance,  you  halt  at  Farm- 
ville and  endeavor  to  hurry  up  your  trains.  In  that  case,  or  in  any 
case,  put  yourself  in  communication  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Corps  troops  and  let  him  know  General  Meade's  views 
and  intentions  in  regard  to  your  movement  and  that  you  are  retarded 
only  by  his  being  in  your  road. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army'  of  the  Potomac, 
High  Bridge,  April  7,  1865 — 3.50  p.  m.     (Received  5.07  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Wright  : 

General  Humphreys  reports  that  he  is  confronted  by  Lee's  whole 
army.  They  are  moving  to  outflank  him.  If  you  cannot  move  at  once 
to  his  assistance  order  up  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  at  once  in  General 
Meade's  name.    Lee  is  intrenched. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  Seo  Humphreys  to  Meade,  1.20  p.  in.,  p.  623. 
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April  7, 1865 — 5.J0  p.  m. 

(lieceived  G.40  p.  iii.) 
General  Webb: 

Your  dispatch  of  3.50  p.  m.,  ordering  me  to  assist  General  Humphreys 
in  reference  to  affairs  in  front  of  Second  Corps,  is  received,  and  I  have 
shown  it  to  General  Grant,  who  is  here,  and  who  will  direct  in  the 
absence  of  General  Meade.  The  pontoon  train  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Corps  has  been  ordered  up,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  thrown  I  will  cross  and 
move  promptly  to  the  support  of  the  Second  Corps.  Tours  of  4,30  just 
received.* 

WEIGHT, 

General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  18f>5. 

Major-General  Webb  ; 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  infantry  of  the  corps  has  crossed 
the  river,  and  are  now  in  camp;  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  fording  the 
stream  the  artillery  and  trains  are  obliged  to  wait  until  the  pontoon 
bridge  is  laid.  My  headquarters  are  near  a  small  house  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  burnt  bridge  and  near  the  road. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  General  Rawlins.) 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865, 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  just  received.    I  will  start  our  ambulance 
train  at  once  for  Burkeville.    Doctor  Dalton,  the  medical  director,  will 
go  there  and  make  all  preparations  to  receive  and  properly  care  for  the 
wounded. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  7,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Ninth  Corps: 

I  send  to  Burke's  Station  1,300  prisoners  from  Second  Corps.  You 
are  directed  to  ration  the  regiment  guarding  them.  They  are  without 
any  rations.  Colonel  Brown  [Burns?],  Seventy-third  New  York,  has 
charge  of  prisoners. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

•Reference  may  be  to  dispatch  of  3.40  p.  m.,  p.  630. 
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Headqttaktehs  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

April  7,  1865. 
Major-Cienpral  Parke, 

(Jommandwg  Xinth  Army  Corps,  Nottoway  Court-House : 
The  coniiiianding  general  desires  me  to  say  that  while  your  troops 
are  in  their  present  position  four  days'  rations  need  not  be  kept  on  the 
persons  of  the  men,  but  he  desires  you  to  keep  the  allowance  pre- 
scribed constantly  on  hand  in  readiness  for  any  movement. 

GEO.  D.  KUGGLES, 
Assistant  A djutan t-  0 enera I. 


Headqttartees  Ninth  Aemy  Corps, 
Nottoway  Court-House,  April  7,  1865 — 7.30  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  extend  your 
advance  to  Wellville,  covering  well  the  roads  approaching  the  railroad, 
at  or  near  that  place.  The  commanding  general  would  like  to  know  by 
return  of  messenger  what  the  garrison  now  at  Sutherland's  is  com- 
posed of,  and  since  we  arc  compelled  to  stretch  out  this  garrison  (at 
Sutherland's)  should  relieve  ajiortion  of  your  command,  but  having  no 
control  over  that  garrison  the  commanding  general  can  issue  no  orders. 
He  would  like  therefore  if  you  could  make  arrangements  with  the  com- 
manding ofiBcer  of  that  garrison  to  relieve  a  portion  of  your  command. 
He  will  telegraph  to  the  commanding  general  at  Petersburg  to  see 
whether  such  an  arrangement  can  be  effected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  O.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oetieral. 


H];ai)quartees  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  brigade  commanders  take 
the  most  stringent  measures  to  prevent  pillaging.  There  is  but  a  mod- 
erate supply  of  provisions  in  the  country  and,  to  say  nothing  about  the 
evil  effects  of  pillaging  on  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  the  result  of  it 
all  will  be  that,  the  country  once  stripped,  the  Government  will  have 
to  supply  the  inhabitants  and  some  of  the  more  desperate  will  take  to 
bushwhacking  and  thus  interrupt  in  a  measure  the  communications  of 
the  army.  Foraging  will  only  be  tolerated  under  the  direction  of 
brigade  and  the  division  commanders.  All  foraging  parties  must  be 
aci'ompanied  by  an  officer,  who  will  leave  vouchers  from  some  quar 
termaster  or  commissary,  and  they  will  indorse  on  those  vouchers 
whether  the  parties  from  whom  property  is  taken  have  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  In  no  case  will  citizens  be  entirely  stripped  of  provisions 
or  the  means  of  raising  the  same. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  V.  EICHARDS, 
Aciiwj  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Copies  to  brigade  and  independent  commanders.) 
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Taemville,  April  7, 1865. 
Major-General  Sheeidan  : 

The  Second  Corps  and  Crook's  cavalry  are  north  of  the  river  at  this 
place.  I  have  no  report  yet  of  appearances  in  their  front,  but  hear 
contradictory  reports — one,  that  Lee  is  going  to  Maysville  [Marys- 
ville?] ;  another,  that  he  will  strike  south  by  roads  farther  up  the  river. 
1  think,  on  the  whole,  you  had  better  throw  your  cavalry  up  the  river 
toward  Chickentown  to  watch  the  different  crossings.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  Corps  will  move  up  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  Just  as  this 
was  written  some  of  our  meu  who  were  captured  last  night  have 
returned.  They  state  that  just  as  they  left  about  1,000  cavalry  were 
thrown  out  toward  the  ci'ossings  above  here.  You  may  be  able  to  get 
in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  possibly.  It  is  reported  among  the  citizens 
here  that  Lynchburg  was  evacuated  last  night.  1  do  not  doubt  but 
Stoneman  is  there. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Cavalky  Headquarters, 

April  7,  1865—6.45  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
General  :  On  arriving  at  Prince  Edward  Court-House  this  p.  m.  I 
sent  Mackenzie's  division  of  cavalry  to  Prospect  Station  on  the  Lynch- 
burg railroad.  His  advance  should  have  reached  there  before  this. 
1  am  following  with  the  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divisions  and  will 
reach  the  vicinity  of  Prospect  Station  to-night  if  I  do  not  go  to  Chick- 
entown. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Vommanding. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Prospect  Station,  April  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General  :  I  am  moving  the  cavalry  column  on  Appomattox  Depot. 
There  are  eight  trains  of  cars  at  that  point  to  supply  Lee's  army. 
Everything  is  being  run  out  of  Lynchburg  toward  Danville.  Our 
troops  are  reported  at  Liberty.  This  must  be  Stoneman.  One  of  niy 
scouts  reports  this.    Possibly  it  may  not  be  true. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Farmville,  April  7, 1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

The  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  will  press  the  enemy's  rear  to-morrow 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  the  Sixth  Corps  keeping  in  next  to  the 
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river..  The  Fiftli  and  Twenty- fourth  Corps  will  push  up  by  Prospect 
Station,  and  will  be  ready  to  turn  upon  the  enemy  at  any  time.  I  will 
move  my  headquarters  up  by  the  south  bank  in  the  morning. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


April  7, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Vhief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  have  sent  a  reconnaissance  to  Prospect  Station,  but 
have  not  as  yet  lieard  from  it.  I  think  from  ail  that  I  can  hear  that 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  rebel  army  is  cut  otf  toward  Lynchburg. 
Stragglers  and  cavalry  have  been  passing  toward  Danville  for  several 
days  past.  The  Government  property  is  reported  to  have  passed  by 
here  in  wagons  from  Farmville.  I  am  five  miles  from  the  railroad.  I 
had  to  pass  some  distance  to  get  around  Spring  Creek.  I  did  not  get 
into  camp  until  a  few  moments  since.  It  is  now  9.45.  I  will  send  you 
word  as  soon  as  1  hear  from  the  reconnaissance.  There  is  a  perfect 
labyrinth  of  roads  here.  I  am  inclined  to  think  everything  has  passed 
here  that  will  attempt  to.  The  roads  show  much  signs  of  travel.  1 
wiU  hear  from  the  front  soon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Prince  Edward  Court-House,  April  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  upon  receipt 
of  this  order  you  move  at  once  to  Prospect  Station  by  the  nearest 
practicable  route.  He  is  now  moving  to  that  point,  crossing  Buffalo 
River  via  Carter's  or  Overstretd's  Bridges.  You  will  report  to  him 
upon  your  arrival. 

Very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 

Custer's,  Devin's,  and  Mackenzie's  divisions  will  all  be  at  the  above- 
named  place. 

F. 


Ord's  Headquarters, 
Near  Appomattox,  April  7,  1865 — 7  a.  m. 
Lieutenaut-General  Grant: 

Gibbon  has  just  reported  the  enemy  has  left  his  front.  He  is  push- 
ing after  them,  and  I  will  follow  with  my  whole  force,  turning  to  the 
left  if  I  find  they  have  taken  that  direction  beyond  the  river.  Better 
send  infantry  toward  Prince  Edward  fast. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
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BURKEVILLE,  April  7,  1865. 
Major-General  Obd: 

Your  troops  are  the  nearest  to  Prince  Edward  Court-IIousc,  unless 
the  Fifth  Corps  is  between  you  and  them.  That  corps  was  ordered  to 
Prince  Edward  last  night,  and  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  our  captures 
at  12  p.  m.  the  order  was  reiterated  for  them  to  push  on  without  wait- 
ing for  morning.    Mackenzie  is  probably  there  now. 

IJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hbadquakters  Twenty-foueth  Corps, 

April  7,  1865—6.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Commanding : 
General  :  The  enemy  have  left  my  front,  and  1  am  pushing  on  in 
pursuit.  I  shall,  if  I  do  not  find  the  enemy  on  the  High  Bridge  road, 
turn  to  the  left  as  soon  as  we  reach  the  Prince  Edward  Court-House 
road.  I  should  like  to  have  Mackenzie  pushed  across  to  the  Court- 
House. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

Farmville,  April  7,  1865. 
Major-General  Gibbon, 

Tioenty-fourth  Corps  : 

General  :  You  will  march  along  the  railroad  toward  Lynchburg  at 
daylight,  keeping  on  the  south  side  of  the  Appomattox.  General 
Biruey  will  be  directed  to  follow  in  your  rear  and  left,  observing  all 
by-roads  in  that  direction.  The  wagon  trains  will  follow.  Give  the 
necessary  directions  to  your  chief  quartermaster. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Ord : 

H.  B.  SCOTT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  CAV.ALRY  DIVISION,  ARMY   OF   THE   JaMES, 

Aijril  7,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Read, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  James: 

General  :  I  have  received  orders  from  General  Sheridan  to  proceed 
to  the  South  Side  Railroad  at  Prospect  Station  to-morrow  morning.  I 
should  have  gone  there  to-night,  but  owing  to  the  exhausted  condition 
of  both  men  and  horses  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  MACKENZIE, 
Brigadier- General,  XJ.  8.  Volunteers,  Commmanding  Division. 


636  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LTHI. 

Petkesbueg,  April  7 ,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  General  Hartsufif  lias  relieved  me  of  the  commaiul  along 
the  line  you  assigned  me  as  far  west  as  Sutherland's  Station.  General 
WillcoxlDegins  at  that  point  and  has  acted  under  the  orders  of  General 
Parke.  1  have  virtually  no  command,  except  a  cavalry  picket  under 
Colonel  Sanders.  No  order  states  what  troops  are  under  ray  command. 
What  do  you  wish  done  with  the  troops  under  General  Benham  and 
of  the  dismounted  cavalry?  Night  before  last  General  Rawlins  told 
me  to  await  instructions  from  General  Grant,  which  I  have  since  been 
doing. 

EespectfuUy, 

G.  K.  WAREEN, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  8,  ISO:-). 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  lieutenant- geueral  commanding. 
The  command  given  to  Major-General  Warren  was  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding.    The  change  of  position 
of  troops  has  caused  the  command  no  longer  to  exist.    Further  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  disposition  of  Major-General  Warren  are  asked. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Nottoway  Gourt-Mouse,  April  7,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Warren  or 

Commanding-General,  Petersburg  : 

In  order  to  properly  dispose  of  my  command  I  would  like  to  know 
the  strength  of  the  force  at  Sutherland's.  If  possible,  I  would  like  the 
commanding  officer  of  that  force  to  relieve  as  much  of  my  picket  force 
this  side  of  Sutherland's  as  possible. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
(Copy  to  commanding  officer  at  Sutherland's.) 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Nottoway  Court-House,  April  7,  1865 — 10.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Petersburg : 
General  Willcox  is  acting  under  my  orders  and  guarding  the  road 
from  Sutherland's  this  way,  my  understanding  being  that  Sutherland's 
would  be  occupied  by  a  portion  of  General  Hartsuff's  command.  In 
order  that  I  might  draw  Willcox  farther  this  way  I  wished  to  know  if 
the  garrison  of  Sutherland's  could  not  extend  a  few  miles  in  this  direc- 
tion. If  so,  will  you  please  let  me  know  how  far  this  way  the  Suther- 
land garrison  can  extend.  Sutherland's  being  under  General  Hartsuff's 
command  will  you  please  show  him  this  and  ask  him  to  reply. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Nottoway  Court-House,  April  7,  1865 — 12,30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hartsuff, 

Petersburg : 

My  orders  are  to  guard  the  South  Side  Eailroad  from  the  rear  of  the 
army  back  to  SutherlaDd's  Station.  I  do  not  consider  that  this  order 
require.s  me  to  guard  the  depot  at  Sutherland's,  and  I  have  just  learned 
that  there  are  no  troops  there  besides  the  guards  of  supply  trains, 
which  are  about  leaving,  and  the  small  force  of  mine  that  has  been  left 
merely  as  a  picket  guard  for  the  railway.  I  would  have  no  objection 
to  guarding  the  depot  had  I  the  troops  available,  but  having  so  long  a 
Hue  of  railway  to  guard  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  request  you  to 
furnish  a  guard  for  that  depot. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Nottoway  Court-Bouse,  April  7,  1865 — 5.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hartsuff, 

Commanding,  Petersburg : 

I  telegraphed  you  some  time  since  about  guarding  the  depot  at  Suth- 
erland's. I  hope  you  have  made  arrangements  to  relieve  my  men  at 
tliat  point.  Please  inform  me  whetlier  or  not  you  intend  to  relieve 
them;  if  relieved,  the  time  of  their  relief,  so  that  I  can  disi^ose  of  these 
men  in  accordance  with  my  orders. 

JNO.  Vt.  PABKE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  7,  1865. 
Major-General  Parke  : 

I  have  only  just  received  your  tirst  dispatch.    I  will  relieve  your  com- 
Tiiaud  at  Sutherland's  Station  bv  noon  to-morrow. 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Major-General. 


EiCHMOND,  April  7, 1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-(ieneral  Hartsuff, 

Petersburg : 
Until  we  get  our  railroad  completed  to  you  you  had  better  send 
them  by  rail  to  City  Point,  thence  by  boat  to  this  place.  You  had  better 
use  infantry  couriers  for  the  purpose.  You  will  command  all  the  forces  at 
City  Point,  to  which  point  I  have  ordered  a  brigade  of  2,100  infantry. 
A  cavalry  regiment,  1,200  strong,  is  on  the  way  by  my  order  to  join 
you  at  Petersburg.  With  these  forces  you  can  hold  everything  to 
Sutherland's  Station  easily,  I  think.     I  have  no  news. 

G.  WEITZEL. 
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BuBKEViLLE,  April  7,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Collis  : 

Send  forward  without  delay  the  Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Regulars 
now  at  City  Point.  Let  them  go  to  Petersburg  by  rail,  or  farther  if 
they  can,  and  from  there  march  on  the  road  parallel  with  the  railroad 
to  this  place. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-Generai  Grant : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headcjuartees  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  7, 1865. 
General  Gamble, 

Commanding,  Fairfax  Court-House : 
I  wish  you  to  ascertain  if  Mosby  and  his  command  are  still  in 
Loudoun  or  Fauquier  Counties  yet. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-  General. 


Harper's  Ferry,  April  7,  1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
A  party  of  Mosby's  men  about  fifty  strong  crossed  and  recrossed 
railroad  on  yesterday  near   Summit  Point.    They  went  up  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Baylor's. 


Respectfully, 


JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Clarksburg,  April  7,  1865. 
Major-General  Emory, 

Cumberland,  Md. : 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  the  oflOxier  in  com- 
mand at  Buckhannon : 

A  woman  from  Crab  Bottom  arrived  here  to-day,  April  7.  Reports  Imboden 
and  Jackson  .nre  preparing  to  make  raid  in  this  country.  She  oould  not  tell  their 
numbers. 

Forwarded  ibr  information  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

J.  w.  McMillan, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  7,  1865. 
Mr.  Crawford, 

8upt.  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and  Baltimore  Railroad : 
A  detail  of  two  ciommissioned  officers  and  forty  enlisted  men  of  the 
Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry  will  be  at  your  depot  at  9  o'clock  or  soon  after, 
to  go  by  special  train  to  Havre  de  Grace  to  join  the  guard  already  there 
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and  protect  the  ferry-boat  and  otber  property  from  capture  or  destruc- 
tion.   You  may  read  tbe  instructions  I  have  written  to  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  guard,  and  if  you  have  any  suggestions  to  make  to  him 
please  do  so.    Show  him  this  and  he  will  be  guided  by  your  views. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morris: 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  7, 1865. 
Captain  Wiegel, 

Assistant  Provost-Marshal,  Eighth  Army  Corps: 
Send  two  of  your  best  detectives  in  the  train  at  9.20  to  Philadelphia 
to-night.  A  plot  is  reported  to  seize  the  boat  at  Havre  de  Grace.  Some 
troops  are  there  and  others  will  go  at  once.  It  is  thought  that  the  con- 
spirators will  be  disguised  as  passengers.  The  detectives  may  discover 
or  trap  them.  Instruct  the  detectives  to  confer  with  the  commanding 
officer  at  Havre  de  Grace. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morris : 

SAML.  B.  LAWKEXCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  7,  ]8()5. 
Officer  in  Charge  Detach.  Eighth  TJ.  S.  Infantry, 

On  ferry-hoat  between  Havre  de  Grace  and  Perryville : 

You  will  proceed  by  special  train,  which  will  be  furnished  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  superintendent  of  the  railroad,  to  Perryville,  opposite  Havre 
de  Grace,  and  there  join  your  troops  to  the  guard  already  stationed 
there.  The  senior  oflHcer  will  take  command  of  the  whole  guard.  You 
will  be  governed  by  existing  orders  to  the  officer  now  stationed  there 
and  the  following  additional  instructions,  which  are  rendered  necessary 
on  account  of  a  plot  having  been  discovered  to  seize  the  boat  that 
crosses  the  Susquehanna  at  that  point.  You  will  station  your  troops 
all  on  the  boat,  and  during  the  passage  of  trains  will  permit  no  one  to 
leave  the  cars.  To  accomplish  this  you  will  station  a  guard  on  each 
platform  and  keep  the  passengers  in  the  cars. 

You  will  hold  the  balance  of  your  guard  in  reserve,  in  readiness  to 
assist  if  any  attempt  is  made  to  overpower  the  guard. 

As  it  is  likely  that  the  attempt  to  seize  the  boat  will  be  made  by 
rebels  disguised  as  passengers  you  will  watch  them  closely  and  deal 
summarily  with  the  first  man  who  makes  any  hostile  demonstration. 
Should  there  be  a  concerted  movement  on  the  part  of  any  number  of 
passengers  it  must  be  suppressed  at  once.  It  is  possible  that  the  rebels 
may  approach  by  boat.  You  are  therefore  directed  to  seize  two  small 
boats  and  place  three  trusty  men  in  each,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
reconuoiter  and  stop  all  boats  approaching  the  ferry-boat  or  bridges. 
You  will  arrange  a  system  of  signals  by  lanterns  whereby  the  boat 
parties  can  warn  you  of  the  approach  of  any  hostile  force.  You  will 
see  that  your  troops  are  constantly  on  the  alert  and  remember  that  you 
are  stationed  there  to  save  the  ferry-boat  from  capture,  and,  if  possible, 
the  bridges  fi  cm  destruction,  and  to  capture  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any 
person  or  persons  who  attempt  to  seize  or  burn  said  boat  or  bridges. 
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You  will  be  further  governed  as  you  may  deem  best  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  said  property  and  suppression  of  any  plot  for  its  capture  or 
destruction.  Make  frequent  reports  of  your  observations  and  actions 
to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Morris: 

SAML.  B.  LAWltENCE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  T,  1665 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Dix, 

Netc  York: 
General  Sheridan  attacked  and  routed  Lee's  army  yesterday,  captur- 
ing Generals  Ewell,  Kershaw,  Barton,  Corse,  and  many  other  general 
officers,  several  thousand  prisoners,  and  a  large  number  of  cannon,  and 
expects  to  force  Lee  to  surrender  all  that  is  left  of  his  army.  Details 
will  be  given  speedily  as  possible,  but  the  telegraph  is  working  badly. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott,  Governors,  &c.) 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  7,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  DiX: 

The  following  telegrams,  announcing  the  victory  won  yesterday  by 
Major-General  Sheridan  over  Lee's  army,  has  just  been  received  by 
this  Department: 

City  PoiNr,  Ajrril  7,  ISGo — S.:l'>  a.  m. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

At  11.15  p.  m.  yesterday,  at  Burkeville  Station,  General  Grant  sends  me  the  fol- 
lowing from  General  Sheridan.* 

A.  LINCOLN. 

City  Point,  April  7,  1S65—9  «.  m. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 
The  following  further  just  received.t 

A.  LINCOLN. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Parmville,  Va.,  April  8,  1865 — 12  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  enemy  so  far  have  been  pushed  from  the  road  toward  Danville, 
and  are  now  pursued  toward  Lynchburg.  I  feel  very  confident  of 
receiving  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  what  remains  of  his  army  to-morrow. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

TAeiilenant-  General. 


*  See  Sheridan  to  Grant,  beginning:  "I  liavc  the  Iioiior  to  report,"  ji.  610. 
t  Sec  Humphreys  to  Webh,  7.30  p.  m.,  p.  COO;  Meade  to  Grant,  10  p.  m.,  p.  596; 
and  Wright  to  Webh,  9.10  p.m.,  p.  604. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  8, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

In  the  Petersburg  mail  is  found  the  following  acknowledgment  of 
ammunition  received  on  the  3d  instant  [ultimo]  at  Amelia  Court- House. 
It  may  still  be  there : 

Amelia  Court-Hottsk,  March  S,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  Briscoe  G.  Baldwin, 

Chief  Ordnanoe  Officer,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 
COLOXEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  307  boxes  ammunition  have  arrived  here 
to-<lay ;  there  is  here  now  95  caissons,  174  boxes  harness,  307  boxes  ammunition ;  the 
caissons  are  exposed  to  the  weather.  I  have  obtained  a  barn  with  good  floor  and 
dry,  in  which  to  store  small-arm  ammunition.  There  are  but  few  houses  here 
available  for  storage.  Lieutenant  Randall  is  here  with  a  detail  of  twenty-two  men 
to  guard  the  stores. 

I  have  tile  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

W.  A.  EDWARDS, 
Lieutenant  and  Ordnance  Officer. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


April  8, 1365. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Army: 
General  :  Your  note  of  last  evening,  in  reply  to  mine  of  same  date, 
asking  the  condition  on  which  I  will  accept  the  surrender  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia,  is  just  received.  In  reply  I  would  say  that,  peace 
being  my  great  desire,  there  is  but  one  condition  I  would  insist  upon, 
viz,  that  the  men  and  officers  surrendered  shall  be  disqualified  for 
taking  up  arms  again  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
until  properly  exchanged.  I  will  meet  you,  or  will  designate  officers  to 
meet  any  officers  you  may  name  for  the  same  purpose,  at  any  point 
agreeable  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  definitely  the  terms 
upon  which  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  will  be 
received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Commanding  Armies  of  tJie  United  States. 


April  8, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  tlie  United  States: 
General  :  I  received  at  a  late  hour  your  note  of  to-day.  In  mine  of 
yesterday  I  did  not  intend  to  propose  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  but  to  ask  the  terms  of  your  proposition.  To  be 
frank,  I  do  not  think  the  emergency  has  arisen  to  call  for  the  surrender 
of  this  army;  but  aa  the  restoration  of  peace  should  be  the  sole  object 
of  all,  I  desired  to  know  whether  your  proposals  would  lead  to  that  end. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  meet  you  with  a  view  to  surrender  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia;  but  as  far  as  your  proposal  may  affect  the  0.  S. 
forces  under  my  command,  and  tend  to  the  restoration  of  peace,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  meet  you  at  10  a.  m.  to-morrow,  on  the  old  stage 
road  to  Richmond,  between  the  picket-lines  of  the  two  armies. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
41  R  R— VOL  XL VI,  PT  III 
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War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  8,  1865. 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va.: 
Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  twenty-two 
sacks  of  rebel  mail  forwarded  Avith  your  communication  of  the  5th 
instant. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Piedmont  Coal  Mines,  April  8,  1865 — 8.45  a.  m. 
Lieutenant- Gen  era!  Grant  : 

Major-General  Humphreys  is  following  the  enemy  on  the  dirt  road 
from  this  point  to  Appomattox  Court- House.  The  dif&culty  in  obtain- 
ing in  advance  knowledge  of  roads  and  the  time  lost  in  ascertaining  the 
position  of  troops  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  time  will  be  gained  and  a 
more  prompt  concentration  can  be  made  by  keeping  the  Sixth  Corps  on 
the  same  road.  I  have  therefore  ordered  Major-General  Wright  to  fol- 
low the  Second  Corps.  I  shall  be  found  on  this  road  with  the  Second 
Corps.  General  Humphreys  is  satisfied  that  all  of  Lee's  army  was  here 
last  night.  He  thinks  the  infantry  moved  in  the  direction  he  (H.) 
is  taking,  having  their  cavalry  on  their  right  flank  and  their  trains  on 
their  left.  This  is  what  he  gets  from  the  country  people.  The  Confed- 
erate General  Lewis  is  in  our  hands,  being  wounded. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
No.  89.  (  April  8,  1865—5  p  m. 

3.  Major-General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps,  will  send  for- 
ward to  Farmville  one  brigade  to  relieve  a  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
as  guard  to  the  supply  train. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865 — 6  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  enemy  has  left  my  front.  I  am  moving  in  pursuit  on  the  road 
running  about  west.  Barlow's  attack  yesterday  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  Appomattox,  near  Farmville,  and  the  movement  toward  this  point 
of  the  other  divisions  caused  the  enemy  to  burn  135  wagons  on  the 
Farmville  and  Lynchburg  road. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Plank  Road,  April  8, 1865 — 7.45  a.  m. 

General  Webb  : 

After  moving  southward  one  mile  and  a  half  on  the  road  to  Farmville, 
and  then  taking  the  road  west  for  a  mile,  we  came  on  the  plank  road 
leading  to  Buckingham  Court- House,  wliich  runs  northwesterly.  A  dirt 
road  runs  parallel  with  the  plank  road  on  the  west  of  it.  The  westerly 
road,  I  am  told,  turns  northwest  at  a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles 
from  here.  The  enemy's  trains  and  some  infantry  moved  on  the  west- 
erly road.  The  main  body  of  infantry  apparently  took  the  dirt  road 
parallel  with  the  plank  road;  the  cavalry  apparently  took  the  plank 
road.  1  am  moving  along  the  dirt  road  that  runs  parallel  with  the  plank 
road.  I  have  prisoners  from  Gordon's,  Longstreet's,  and  Hill's  corps. 
Evidently  the  whole  of  Lee's  army  was  encamped  here  last  night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865—11  a.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  road  upon  which  I  started  becomes  exceedingly  bad,  and  the 
best  way  to  get  into  the  main  stage  road,  which  leads  to  Lynchburg, 
and  upon  which  I  am  now,  is  to  move  out  on  the  plank  road  until  it 
intersects  this  road,  which  is  from  Cumberland  Conrt-House  to  Lynch- 
burg. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865— 13.30  p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

A  short  time  ago  a  flag  of  truce  approached  our  skirmishers,  and 
upon  sending  out  to  meet  it  we  met  an  of&cer  of  General  Fitzhugh  Lee's 
staff  who  asked  on  behalf  of  General  F.  Lee  the  contents  of  communica- 
tion of  this  morning  and  whether  the  communication  of  this  morning 
was  intended  to  interrupt  the  operations  of  the  day.  He  was  informed 
that  the  communication  was  sealed,  contents  not  known ;  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  interrupt  the  operatious  of  to-day,  and  that  the  of&cer  of 
theirs  receiving  the  communication  was  so  informed.  I  send  this  chiefly 
to  let  you  know  that  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry  is  in  this  vicinity  and  he 
may  be  attacking  the  rear.  1  have  ordered  a  strong  regiment  to  be  sent 
as  guard  to  the  supply  train,  which  I  understand  is  close  up  to  my  rear. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  I860 — 5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 
From  what  the  people  of  the  country  tell  me,  and  also  the  prisoners 
we  pick  up,  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  infantry  is  about  four  miles  ahead 
of  us.  The  cavalry  less.  Shall  we  continue  marching  until  night  or 
halt  so  as  to  admit  of  the  rear  getting  iu  by  dusk  and  have  the  rations 
distributed  early? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,    Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  8,  1865 — 5.45  p.  m.     (Received  6.55  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Humphreys  : 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  push  on  to-night  until  yoa 
come  up  with  the  enemy  and  be  in  his  presence.  No  attack  is  ordered, 
but  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  the  army  up  to  him. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865—6.30  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb: 

I  have  halted  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  one  mile  and  a  half 
beyond  S&w  Store;  the  Third  Division  about  a  third  of  a  mile  in  rear  of 
the  other  two.  This  will  enable  the  trains  to  get  up,  and  rations  to  be 
issued  early  in  the  evening.  We  have  come  about  seventeen  miles. 
You  will  find  a  very  good  camping  place  on  the  high  ground  about 
New  Store. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,   Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

New  Store,  April  8,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  found  here  Surg.  W.  R.  Weisiger,  Asst.  Surg.  N.  R.  James,  and 
Sergeant  Ford  and  Private  W.  !R.  Glenn,  of  Custis  Lee's  division,  left 
behind  with  the  inclosed  order  of  General  Gordon, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General,   Commanding. 

[iDclosure.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865. 
Surg.  W.  R.  Weisiger,  Asst.  Surg.  N.  R.  James,  Sergeant  Ford,  and 
Private  W.  R.  Glenn  will  remain  behind  at  New  Store  to  attend  to 
Confederate  wounded. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Gordon,  commanding  corps: 

J.  M.  PACE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865— 6.55  p.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  5.45,  and  have  ordered  the  troops 
forward  again.  Perhaps  my  previous  dispatch  conveyed  an  erroneous 
impression.  I  did  not  mean  that  the  enemy  were  encamped  some  four 
miles  ahead.  If  we  are  to  make  a  night  march  the  rations  which  are 
up  should  be  issued.  The  men  are  somewhat  exhausted  for  the  want 
of  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

General  Miles  has  just  reported  that  the  enemy  are  encamped  on  the 
first  high  ground  in  front  of  him.  1  have  ordered  him  to  push  forward 
his  skirmishers  and  feel  them. 

A.  A.  H. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  8,  1865—8.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

In  my  dispatch  I  should  have  ordered  you  to  encamp,  since  Major- 
General  Meade  did  not  intend  to  require  a  night  march.  You  have 
done  all  in  getting  up  to  the  enemy. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  8,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Humphreys: 

The  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  will  move  at  5  a.  m,  to-morrow,  and  the 
Second  Corps  will  attack  the  enemy  (now  in  its  front)  at  once,  the  Sixth 
Corps  supporting. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  General  Wright.) 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  at  6  a.  m.,  following  the  enemy:  General  Miles, 
First  Division,  on  the  road;  the  Second  Division  on  the  right  of  road 
about  1,000  yards  distant  from  First  Division;  the  Third  Division  on 
left  of  road  about  the  same  distance. 

The  batteries  will  accompany  the  divisions  to  which  they  are  assigned 
if  practicable;  if  not  they  will  move  on  the  road  in  the  order — First, 
Second,  Third  Division  batteries. 

Trains  follow  the  batteries  on  the  road. 

The  skirmishers  thrown  forward  will  keep  up  a  good  connection; 
the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  to  throw  out  flankers. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquakters  Second  Aemy  Corps, 

April  8,  1865. 

Division  commanders  and  commanding  office/  Artillery  Brigade  will 
at  once  send  back  for  their  supply  trains,  which  are  just  in  rear  of  the 
corps.  Five  days'  rations  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  the  trains  get  up 
here.  One-half  ration  whisky,  where  it  is  in  the  train,  and  where  the 
commanders  desire  it,  wQl  be  issued.  Attention  is  called  to  the  order 
of  to-day,  by  which  the  ration  of  hard  bread  is  three-quarters  of  a 
pound,  and  of  fresh  meat  one  and  a  half  pounds. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]       Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8, 1865. 
The  division  will  move  on  the  road  promptly  at  6  a.  m.  in  the  follow- 
ing order :  Third  Brigade,  Second  Brigade,  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Bri- 
gade, artillery,  trains. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  MacDougall  will  throw  forward  a  line  of 
skirmishers  across  the  road.    This  will  be  done  at  once. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles: 

EICHD.  A.  BEOWN, 
Lieutenant-GoUmel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8, 1865.    (Received  12.30  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

The  supply  train  of  the  corps  is  following  the  trains  with  the  corps. 
General  Humphreys  directs  that  you  send  a  strong  regiment  back,  as 
guard  to  it,  as  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry  is  in  the  front,  and  he  may  make 
a  dash  at  the  trains. 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8, 1865 — 1  p.  m.    (Eeceived  1.30  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 
General  :  In  consequence  of  the  fact  that  General  Fitzhugh  Lee 
is  guarding  the  wagons  of  the  enemy  with  his  cavalry  you  will  follow 
General  Miles'  column  and  the  artillery  and  wagons  with  your  division, 
so  that  they  may  be  protected  in  case  of  emergency.  "You  will  make 
such  disposition  of  your  troops  for  that  purpose  as  you  see  fit. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

FEANCIS  WISTEE, 

Captain  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 
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Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865. 

The  order  of  march  for  to-day  will  be :  Third  Brigade,  First  Brigade, 
Second    Brigade,  artillery,  light  wagons,  ambulances,  ammunition 
train.    Brigade  commanders  will  throw  out  flankers  and  they  will  keep 
a  connection  along  the  line.    The  division  will  move  at  6  a.  m. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  de  Trobriand : 

WM.  E.  DEIVBE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Prince  Edward  Oourt-House,  April  8,  1865 — 6  a.  in. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  take  a  road  which  will  lead  me  on  to  the  Farmville  and 
Lynchburg  stage  road  a  little  below  Prospect  Station.    I  believe  this 
conforms  with  my  instructions. 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  GEIFFIN, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  8,  1865— 8.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Wright: 

The  commanding  general  has  received  your  dispatch  by  Major 
Eosencrantz.  He  desires  you  to  move  promptly  and  to  take  the  same 
road  as  Maijor-General  Humphreys  toward  Appomattox  Court-House. 
The  necessity  for  the  corps  being  united  makes  it  preferable  to  have 
you  move  on  this  known  road,  unless  you  know  that  you  can  move 
parallel  with  General  Humphreys  and  keep  up  communication  with 
him. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  8,  1865. 
Major-General  Weight: 

A  communication  from  General  Humphreys  gives  information  that  a 
flag  of  truce  has  just  been  received  from  Fitzhugh  Lee  asking  whether 
or  not  the  flag  from  our  side  interrupted  operations  to-day.  The  reply 
was  "  no."  This  presence  of  Lee  would  indicate  that  an  attack  upon 
our  trains  is  to  be  guarded  against.  You  will  therefore  cover  your 
rear  by  a  suitable  guard. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

p.  s. — General  Meade  directs  that  you  send  a  brigade  back  to  Farm- 
ville to  guard  supply  train  until  relieved  bv  General  Parke. 

A.  S.  W. 
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Headqitaeters  Sixth  Aemy  Corps, 

April  8,  1865— 3.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Webb: 

I  have  arrived  on  the  plank  road  to  its  intei'section  with  the  Lynch- 
burg turnpike.  I  shall  keep  on  the  plank  road  until  I  reach  Ourdsville, 
where  I  shall  turn  to  the  left,  onto  the  Lynchburg  road,  unless  I  can 
find  a  parallel  road. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865—5  p.  m. 

Major-General  Webb: 

The  head  of  my  column  has  reached  Curdsville  and  I  am  moving  on 
in  the  direction  of  New  Store,  whfere  this  road  intersects  the  road  to 
Lynchburg,  on  which  the  Second  Corps  is  supposed  to  be  moving.  The 
distance  to  the  latter  place  is  seven  miles,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  reach 
it  to-night.  Should  you  consider  this  information  important  to  General 
Humphreys  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  notify  him.  Can  you  send 
me  orders  for  to-morrow  by  bearer? 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  8, 1865 — 5.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wright: 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  push  on  after  Humphreys. 
He  is  ordered  to  try  and  get  up  to  the  enemy. 

ALEX.  S.WEBB, 
Brevet'  Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — Eeach  New  Store  if  you  can  and  camp  there. 


Orders.  J  Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  8,  1865. 
The  corps  will  move  up  the  Lynchburg  road  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow  in 
the  following  order:  First,  First  Division,  with  its  battery;  second, 
Second  Division,  with  its  battery;  third,  Artillery  Brigade;  fourth, 
Third  Division,  with  its  battery;  fifth,  ambulances  and  trains,  the 
latter  moving  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster. 

The  troops  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  give  the  road  to  the  artillery 
and  trains. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Orders.]       Headquarters  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

April  8, 1865. 
The  division  will  move,  leading  the  corps  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow,  up 
the  Lynchburg  road  in  the  following  order :  Third  Brigade,  Captain 
Allen's  battery,  First  Brigade,  Second  Brigade.  Headquarters  wagons 
can  follow  the  battery.  The  troops  will  as  far  as  practicable  give  the 
road  to  the  artillery  and  trains.  The  commanding  officer  Third  Bri- 
gade will  report  the  head  of  his  column  on  the  main  road  at  5  o'clock 
promptly.    Eeveille  will  be  sounded  at  3.30, 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-Geiieral  Wheaton : 

GEO.  CLENDENIX,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Farmville,  April  8, 1865. 
General  Parke: 

Send  forward  troops  enough  to  make  a  full  division  at  Burkeville  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  escorts  to  prisoners  and  guards  to  public 
property. 

U.  S.  GEAFT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Operator  at  Burkeville  will  remain  until  further  orders. 

U.  S.  G. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  8,  1865. 
Commanding  General  Ninth  Corps  : 

General,  :  Please  detail  one  commissioned  officer  and  forty  men  to 
report  as  guard  at  Burkeville  Junction  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
general  cattle  herd.    Please  acknowledge  receipt. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  8,  1865. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  furnish,  upon 
the  requisition  of  the  provost-marshal-general,  such  guards  as  may  be 
necessary  to  guard  prisoners. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  ECJGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Nottoway  Court-House,  April  8, 1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  telegraphed  twice  to  Major-General  Hartsuff  at  Petersburg, 
requesting  him  to  relieve  my  garrison  at  Sutherland's,  but  get  no  reply. 
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My  command  is  now  stretched  out  from  Si^therland's  to  Burkeville.  I 
would  like  to  Lave  it  so  arranged  that  the  command  from  Petersburg 
would  extend  this  way  as  far  as  possible,  so  that  I  might  concentrate 
the  division  and  furnish  the  guards  for  prisoners  and  trains. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headqtjaeters  Ninth  Aemy  Corps, 

April  8,  1865—7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Uliief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
I  have  just  received  Special  Orders,  No.  89,  requiring  me  to  send  a 
brigade  forward  to  Farmville,  to  relieve  a  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
guarding  supply  train.  A  brigade  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, but  I  have  earnestly  to  request  that  troops  be  forwarded  from 
Petersburg  to  relieve  my  guards  on  the  railway,  as  far  as  possible,  this 
side  of  Sutherland's,  in  order  that  I  may  be  abJe  to  concentrate  my  com- 
mand, or  at  least  have  the  rear  moved  up  as  rapidly  as  the  advance 
brigade  moves  forward.  Under  my  present  orders  I  am  required  to 
guard  the  railway  as  far  as  Sutherland's,  and  besides  have  already 
made  two  detachments  of  1,300  men  to  guard  prisoners.  Since  my 
telegraph  of  1  p.  m.  to-day  General  Hartsuff  has  informed  me  that  he 
would  relieve  the  guard  at  Sutherland's  at  noon  to-day. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Nottoway  Court-House,  April  8,  1865 — 6,25  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  N.  Macy, 

Provost-Marshal,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Burlceville: 
I  have  just  ordered  the  whole  of  Griffin's  division  to  Burkeville.  At 
present  one  brigade  only  is  there,  and  1,000  men  of  the  brigade  are 
now  on  the  way  to  this  point,  guarding  prisoners.  I  can  hardly  send 
300  men  at  once  to  Farmville,  but  they  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  the  head 
of  Griflfin's  column  reaches  Burkeville. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Nottoway  Court-Mouse,  April  8,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  N.  Macy, 

Provost-Marshal,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Turn  over  the  prisoners  to  General  Curtin  until  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Griffin,  commanding  division.    Major  Smith,  provost-marshal  of  the 
division,  will  take  charge  of  the  prisoners. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


CHAP.  LVm.]  COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  651 

Headquabtees  Ninth  Aemy  Corps, 

April  8, 1865. 
Genera]  G.  N.  Macy, 

Provost-Marshal- General  J  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
I  have  ordered  forward  the  300  men. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquaktees  Ninth  Aemy  Coeps, 

April  8,  1865—5.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  "Willcox, 

ForWs  Station: 
I  have  just  heard  from  General  Hartsuff.    His  dispatch  is  dated  the 
7th,  and  states  he  •will  relieve  your  command  at  Sutherland's  by  noon 
to-morrow.    I  presume  it  is  now  relieved. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Hbadquaetees  Ninth  Aemy  Coeps, 

April  8,  1865— 8.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
I  sent  by  Captain  Casey  an  order  to  extend  your  lines  so  as  to  embrace 
Blacks  and  Whites,  relieving  the  troops  of  the  Third  Division.  Gen- 
eral Hartranft  has  a  brigade  at  that  point.  I  wish  it  relieved  as  soon 
as  possible,  so  that  it  may  move  forward.  General  Hartranft's  head- 
quarters are  here.  Mine  will  go  to  Burkeville  to-morrow  morning. 
Please  answer. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Hbadquaetees  First  Division,  Ninth  Aemy  Coeps, 

April  8.  1865. 
Major-General  Paeke  : 

Your  dispatch  of  8.15  just  received.  Captain  Casey  arrived  just 
before  dark  with  your  orders  to  extend  up  to  Blacks  and  Whites.  I 
immediately  ordered  Harriman  to  extend  to  that  point,  and  have  sent  out 
orders  this  evening  rearranging  the  lines  of  the  division.  Each  brigade 
will  occ'ipy  nine  miles  of  the  line.  I  will  send  a  full  regiment  to  Blacks 
and  Whites  to  relieve  Hartranft,  but  he  might  withdraw  on  the  arrival 
of  my  pickets.  Your  dispatch  does  not  state  where  your  headquarters 
are  to-night.    I  will  send  the  regiment  to  Blacks  and  Whites  to-night, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  First  Div.,  Ninth  Aemy  Corps, 

No.  68.  3  April  8, 1865. 

I,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  W.  Swift,  Seventeenth  MichiganVolunteers,  is  hereby 
appointed  as  acting  provost-marshal  of  the  district  occupied  by  the 
troops  of  this  command.    He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 


652  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  tCHAP.  LVHI. 

II.  The  Seventeenth  Michigan  Volauteers  will  act  as  provost  guard 
for  the  district  occupied  by  the  troops  of  this  command,  under  charge 
of  Lieut.  Col.  F.  W.  Swift. 

IV.  At  daylight  to-morrow  morning  the  lines  will  be  extended  as 
follows : 

V.  The  Second  Brigade  will  extend  up  to  Ford's  Station  and  guard 
Ford's  Station. 

VI.  The  Third  Brigade  from  Ford's  Station  to  one  mile  above  Wil- 
son's Station. 

VII.  The  First  Brigade  from  one  mile  above  Wilson's  Station  to 
Blacks  and  Whites. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox: 

WM.  V.  EICHAEDS, 
Acting  Assistant  AdjutanP  General. 


Farmville,  April  8,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

Make  a  detail  from  your  own  command  to  go  with  the  ambulances  of 
the  Fifth  Corps  to  collect  in  your  wounded.  I  think  Lee  will  surren- 
der to-day.  I  addressed  him  on  the  subject  last  evening  and  received 
a  reply  this  morning  asking  the  terms  I  wanted.  We  will  push  him 
until  terms  are  agreed  upon. 

tr.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Buffalo  River,  April  8,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
General  :  I  respectfully  inclose  a  dispatch  from  General  Merritt. 
If  this  is  correct  the  enemy  must  have  taken  the  fine  road  north  of  the 
Appomattox  Eiver.  I  will  move  on  Appomattox  Court-House.  Should 
we  not  intercept  the  enemy  and  he  be  forced  into  Lynchburg  his  sur- 
render then  is  beyond  question. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

April  8, 1865—12  p.  m. — ^noon. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  have  just  returned  from  the  front.  All  quiet.  I  sent 
a  force  toward  Appomattox  Court-House  and  remained  till  it  returned. 
The  officer  in  command  reports  a  thin  line  of  the  enemy.  No  disposi- 
tion shown  by  the  enemy  to  attack  us.  When  I  got  to  the  front  every- 
thing was  well  arranged,  and  there  was  no  advance  of  the  enemy's 
infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEEEITT, 
Brevet  Major-General, 
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Cavalry  Headquarters, 

April  8,  1865—9.20  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General  :  I  inarched  early  this  morning  from  Buffalo  Creek  and 
Prospect  Station  on  Appomattox  Station,  where  my  scouts  had 
reported  trains  of  cars  with  supplies  for  Lee's  army.  A  short  time 
before  dusk  General  Custer,  who  had  the  advance,  made  a  dash  at  the 
station,  capturing  four  trains  of  supplies  with  locomotives.  One  of 
the  trains  was  burned  and  the  others  were  run  back  toward  Farm- 
ville  for  security.  Custer  then  pushed  on  toward  Appomattox  Court- 
House,  driving  the  enemy,  who  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery, 
charging  them  repeatedly  and  capturing,  as  far  as  reported,  twenty- 
five  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  number  of  prisoners  and  wagons.  The 
First  Cavalry  Division  supported  him  on  the  right.  A  reconnaissance 
sent  across  the  Appomattox  reports  the  enemy  moving  on  the  Cum- 
berland road  to  Ajipomattox  tation,  where  they  expected  to  get 
supplies.  Custer  is  still  pushing  on.  If  General  Gibbon  and  the  Fifth 
Corps  can  get  up  to-night  we  will  perhaps  finish  the  job  in  the  morn- 
ing. I  do  not  think  Lee  means  to  surrender  until  compelled  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,   U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

April  8,  1865—9.40  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen,  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General:  Since  writing  the  accompanying  dispatch*  General  Cus- 
ter reports  that  his  command  has  captured  in  all  thirty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, 1,000  prisoners,  including  one  general  officer,  and  from  150  to  200 
wagons. 

Very  respectfully,  general, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Cavalry  Headqltartbrs, 

Appomattox  Depot,  April  8,  1865. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  formed  and  on  the  alert  at  4  a.  m. 
to-morrow. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Prospect  Station,  April  8,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Gavalrv  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  in  the  direction  of  Appomattox  Depot,  so  as  to  reach 

*  See  next,  ante. 
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there  to-night,  unless  the  enemy's  movements  interfere  with  these 
instructions.  You  will  move  your  division  on  the  road  running  near 
the  railroad.  General  Merritt  will  move  his  command  on  the  direct 
road  to  Appomattox  Court- House  and  will  move  on  Appomattox  Depot 
when  he  arrives  in  the  vicinity  of  Ferguson  Mountain.  General  Mer- 
ritt will  be  required  to  keep  open  communication  with  you  on  the  side 
roads.  General  Mackenzie  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  with  his 
command. 

Very  resjiectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Walker's  Church,  April  8, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division  : 
General  :  We  are  now  at  Walker's  Church,  and  after  passing  Saw- 
ney's Creek  will  turn  to  the  left  and  join  you  at  Appomattox  Station. 
I  think  that  the  enemy  are  moving  now,  and  are  about  at  Appomattox 
Court-House.  Custer  is  now  moving  to  the  left  to  join  you,  and  Gib- 
bon is  in  your  immediate  rear.  If  you  can  by  any  means  strike  the 
enemy's  trains  do  so. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 
Five  Miles  from  Appomattox,  April  8, 1865 — 7.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  :  A  staff  ofBcer  from  General  Sheridan  has  just  reached  me. 
Wheridan  has  captured  three  railroad  trains  loaded  with  supplies  for 
the  enemy  and  is  now  in  contact  with  his  troops.  My  corps  will  reach 
him  either  to-night  or  early  to-morrow  morning — I  fear  not  before  morn- 
ing, as  they  have  had  a  long  march.  GriflBn  is  close  behind  me.  The 
trains  have  just  passed  toward  Farmville. 
RespectfuUy, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-  General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Appomattox  Station,  April  8, 1865. 
General  Gibbon  : 

We  have  captured  four  trains  of  cars  with  locomotives.  The  trains 
were  loaded  with  supplies.  One  of  the  trains  was  burned.  Thirty 
pieces  of  artillery  and  a  large  number  of  wagons  and  prisoners.  If  it 
is  possible  to  push  on  your  troops  we  may  have  handsome  results  in 
the  morning. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — We  captured  1,000  prisoners,  including  one  general  officer,  and 
from  150  to  200  wagons. 
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EiCHMOND,  April  8,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  this  morning  been  present  at  an  interview  between  General 
Weitzel  and  General  Shepley  and  a  committee  of  prominent  citizens 
and  members  of  tbe  legislature  who  are  acting  under  President's  mem- 
orandum given  to  Judge  Campbell  and  his  order  to  General  Weitzel. 
The  committee  consisted  of  Oanipbell,  Col.  Joseph  K.  Anderson,  Henry 
W.  Thomas,  David  J.  Burr,  and  Nat.  Tyler;  the  last  named  is  proprietor 
of  the  Enquirer  newspaper.  The  conversation  [began]  by  the  reading 
of  the  statement  which  Campbell  laid  before  the  meeting  yesterday,  of 
which  a  copy  is  subjoined.  Then  Anderson  read  the  application  pre- 
pared by  his  committee,  also  given  below.  Anderson  was  informed 
that  his  paper  could  not  be  received,  nor  his  proposition  entertained, 
for  the  reason  that  it  involved  a  recognition  of  [the]  Confederate 
authorities  and  also  because  General  Lee's  intervention  had  now  become 
entirely  superfluous.  The  committee  were  then  told  that  if  they 
desired  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people,  advising  them  that  they 
should  at  once  abandon  hostility  to  the  Government  and  begin  to  obey 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  they  should  have  every  facility  for  its 
circulation  through  the  State,  provided,  of  course,  that  it  meets  the 
approval  of  the  military  authorities.  And  that  if  they  desired  to  call 
a  convention  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  State,  with  a  view  to  the 
restoration  of  the  authority  of  the  Union,  they  should  be  allowed  to  go 
without  the  lines  of  Eichmond  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  such  citizens 
in  different  parts  and  inducing  them  to  take  part  in  such  convention, 
and  should  have  safe  conduct  for  themselves  and  such  citizens  to  return 
here  to  attend  such  convention,  and  it  being  understood  that  a  list  of 
these  citizens  must  be  approved  by  the  military  authorities  before  the 
safe  conducts  for  them  can  be  issued.  They  were  also  told  that  if  they 
were  not  able  to  find  conveyances  for  themselves  into  the  country 
horses  should  be  loaned  to  them  for  the  purpose.  All  this  they  were 
informed  was  not  to  be  considered  as  in  any  manner  condoning  any 
offense  of  which  anyone  might  have  been  guilty.  Judge  Campbell 
said  that  he  had  no  wish  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  these  proceedings, 
but  that  he  long  since  made  up  his  mind  that  the  cause  of  the  South  was 
hopeless;  that  he  wrote  a  formal  memorial  to  Jeff.  Davis  immediately 
after  the  Hampton  Roads  conference  urging  him  and  the  Confederate 
Congress  to  take  immediate  steps  to  stop  the  war  and  restore  the  Union, 
and  that  he  had  deliberately  remained  here  to  meet  the  consequences 
of  his  acts.  But  that  if  he  could  be  used  in  the  restoration  of  peace 
and  order  he  would  gladly  undertake  any  labor  that  might  be  desired 
of  him.  The  spirit  of  the  committee  seemed  to  be  generally  the  same 
as  Campbell's,  though  none  of  them  equal  him  in  ability  and  clearness. 
They  are  sincerely  conscious  that  they  are  whipped  and  sincerely  anx- 
ious to  stop  all  further  bloodshed  and  restore  peace,  law,  and  order. 
This  mental  condition  seems  to  me  to  be  very  hopeful  and  encouraging. 
I  add  to  the  subjoined  documents  mentioned  above  a  copy  of  another 
paper  addressed  by  Campbell  to  Weitzel.  I  should  add  also  Weitzel 
seems  disposed  to  act  in  all  respects  with  caution  and  discretion,  and 
that  nothing  was  said  or  intimated  in  tlie  convention  of  this  morning 
that  could  compromise  or  embarrass  the  Government  in  any  future 
action. 

C.  A.  DANA. 


656  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVin. 

EiCHMOND,  April  8,  1865. 
Major  ECKERT: 

The  following  are  documents  referred  to  in  cipher  dispatch  of  Mr. 
Dana: 

Richmond,  April  7. 
General  Joseph  E.  Andehson  and  others, 

Committee,  <Jc. : 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  had,  since  the  evacuation  of  Richmond,  two  conversations  with 
President  United  States.  My  object  was  to  secure  for  the  citizens  of  Richmond  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Virginia  who  had  come  under  the  military  authority 
of  the  United  States  as  much  gentleness  and  forbearance  as  could  be  possibly 
extended.  The  conversation  had  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  government  for 
Virginia,  the  requirement  of  oaths  of  allegiance  from  the  citizens,  and  the  terms  of 
settlement  with  the  United  States,  by  the  concurrence  and  sanction- of  General 
Weitzel.  He  assented  to  the  application  not  to  require  oaths  of  allegiance  Irom  the 
citizens.  He  stated  that  he  would  send  to  General  Weitzel  his  decision  upon  the 
question  of  a  government  of  Virginia.  This  letter  was  received  on  Thursday  and 
read  by  me.  It  authorized  General  Weitzel  to  grant  a  safe  conduct  to  the  legislature 
of  Virginia  to  meet  at  Richmond  to  deliberate  and  to  return  to  their  homes  at  the 
end  of  their  session.  1  am  informed  by  General  Weitzel  that  he  will  issue  whatever 
orders  that  may  be  necessary,  and  will  furnish  all  the  facilities  of  transportation, 
&c.,  to  the  members  of  the  legislature  to  meet  in  this  city,  and  that  the  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  and  public  men  of  the  Statewill  be  ineludedin  the  orders.  The 
object  of  the  invitation  is  for  the  government  of  Virginia  to  determine  whether  they 
will  administer  the  laws  in  connection  with  the  authorities  of  the  United  States:  nd 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statts.  1  understand  from  President  United 
States  if  the  condition  be  fulfilled  that  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  establish  or  sus- 
tain any  other  authority.  My  conversation  with  President  United  States  upon  the 
terms  of  a  settlement  was  answered  in  writing;  that  is,  he  left  with  me  a  written 
memorandum  of  the  snl>sta.nce  of  his  answers.  Ho  states  as  indispensable  condition 
of  a  settlement  the  restoration  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States  over  the  whole 
of  the  State,  and  the  cessation  of  hostilities  by  the  disbanding  of  the  army ;  that 
there  shall  be  no  receding  on  the  [part]  of  the  Executive  from  his  position  on  the  slav- 
ery question.  The  latter  proposition  was  explained  to  mean  that  the  executive 
action  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  so  far  as  it  had  been  declared  in  messages,  proclama- 
tions, and  other  olificial  acts  must  pass  for  what  they  are  worth;  that  he  would  not 
recede  from  his  position,  but  that  this  would  not  debar  action  by  other  authorities 
of  the  Government.  1  suppose  that  if  the  proclamation  of  the  President  United 
States  be  valid  as  law  that  it  has  already  operated  and  t  ested  rights. 

I  believe  that  full  confidence  may  be  placed  in  General  Weitzel's  fulfillment  of  his 
promise  to  afford  facilities  to  the  legislature,  and  that  its  members  may  return  after 
they  have  concluded  their  business  without  interruption.  President  United  States, 
in  his  memorandum,  referred  to  what  would  be  his  action  under  the  confiscation  acts. 
He  stated  that  when  the  property  had  not  been  condemned  and  sold  that  he  would 
make  a  universal  release  of  the  forfeiture  that  had  been  incurred  in  any  State  that 
would  now  promptly  recognize  the  authority  of  the  United  States  and  withdraw  its 
troops,  but  that  if  the  war  be  persisted  in  that  the  confiscated  property  must  be 
regarded  as  a  resource  by  which  the  expenses  of  the  war  might  be  supported.  His 
memorandum  contains  no  articles  upon  the  penalties  imposed  upon  persons,  but  in 
his  oral  communications  he  intimated  that  there  was  scarcely  any  one  whoTnight  not 
have  a  discharge  upon  the  asking.  I  understood  from  the  statement — the  words  did 
not  exactly  imply  it — that  an  universal  amnesty  would  be  granted  if  peace  were  now 
concluded.  In  my  intercourse  I  strongly  urged  the  propriety  of  an  armistice.  This 
was  done  after  the  preparation  of  his  memorandum.  He  agreed  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject, but  no  answer  has  been  received.  I  suppose  that  [if]  he  assents  that  the 
matter  will  be  decided  and  executed  between  Generals  Grant  and  Lee. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 


At  a  conference  of  citizens  and  such  members  of  the  legislature  as  are  in  the  city 
of  Richmond,  held  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  186.5,  Judge  Campbell,  by  request,  com- 
municated to  the  gentlemen  present  certain  propositions  made  by  President  United 
States,  and  retired,  whereupon  it  was  resolved  that  Joseph  R.Anderson,  Henry  W. 
Thomas,  David  J.  Burr,  and  Nat.  Tyler  be  requested,  with  the  consent  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities,  to  convey  said  propositions  through  Lee  to  the  State  and  Confed- 
erate authorities,  and  that  Judge  Campbell  be  respectfully  requested  to  act  as  a 
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member  of  said  committee ;  th.T,t  General  Weitzel  be  informed  of  the  appointment 
of  the  committee  and  respectfully  requested  to  afibrd  them  such  facilities  as  will 
enable  them  to  perform  the  duty  required  of  them. 

.JOSEPH  E.  ANDEESON, 

Chairman. 

ElCHMOND,  Va.,  April  7. 
MajoT-General  Weitzkl: 

General  :  The  events  of  the  war  have  placed  under  the  military  control  of  the 
United  States  the  natural  and  artiKcial  channels  uf  commuuicution  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  their  emporiums  of  commerce  and  intercourse,  and  all  the  places  that 
have  any  special  importance  in  a  military  point  of  view.  The  armies  of  the  Con- 
federacy are  diminished  in  point  of  uumliera,  and  debilitated  from  the  want  of  iide- 
quate  equipments,  transportation,  and  supplies.  The  spiritof  thit  people  is  not  broken 
and  the  resources  of  the  country  allow  of  a  prolonged  and  embarrassing  resistance. 
Humanity  as  well  as  patriotism  requires  that  such  a  contest,  which  must  be  in  the 
end  fruitless,  should  be  averted.  To  do  this  is  the  province  of  enlarged  and  [wise] 
statesmanship.  The  obstacles  to  an  immediate  accommodation  arise  [from  the]  con- 
dition of  the  Confederate  Government  and  nature  of  the  questions  involved  [in] 
the  war.  The  Confederate  Government  has  made  no  provision  [for]  the  possibility 
of  its  failure.  Its  functionaries  don't  understand  how  [they]  can  negotiate  for  the 
subversion  or  overthrow  of  their  [Government].  All  the  powers  of  negotiation  are 
in  the  hands  of  th>!  [President],  and  he  is  not  willing  to  employ  them  for  such  [a] 
result.  The  affections  and  hopes  of  the  people  are  concentrated  [in]  the  Army,  and 
it  will  be  diificult  to  bring  them  [to]  take  action  without  the  co-operation  and  coun- 
sel of  their  [brethren]  of  the  army.  Thus  while  reflecting  persons  arc  convinced 
that  the  [cause]  of  the  Confederate  States  can't  be  achieved,  and  they  are  predis- 
posed [to]  an  adjustment,  there  is  a  great  difiBculty  iuobtaining  an  [acknowledgment] 
of  this  conviction  from  a  legally  constituted  authority.  I  [think]  that  an  armistice 
would  obviate  much  of  this  difficulty,  nor  [do]  I  believe  that  there  would  be  any 
danger  of  a  [delay]  iu  securing  peace  by  this  temporary  cessation  of  hostilities. 
The  [disbanding]  of  the  armies  would  be  the  probable,  I  may  say  the  [certain],  result 
of  such  a  measure. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  [will  or  should]  be  immediately  convened.  The  legis- 
lature of  South  Carolina  will  meet  according  [to]  adjournment  in  May. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  in  his  memorandum  left  with  [me]  states  three 
indispensable  conditions  to  peace,  which  when  examined  are  [all]  included  in  the 
single  one  of  the  restoration  of  the  Union  by  [the]  consent  of  tlio  seceding  States. 
If  his  proclamations  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  have  the  force  of  law  I  suppose 
that  it  became  operative  when  it  was  issued,  and  that  rights  were  vested  under  it. 
1  do  not  presume  that  his  revocation  of  that  proclamation  could  destroy  the  rights 
thus  acquired. 

The  acceptance  of  the  Union  involves  acceptance  of  his  proclamation,  if  it  be  valid 
as  a  law.  In  Virginia  the  question  of  limits  is  one  of  great  concern  and  interest,  and 
in  both  States  the  averages  of  taxes,  the  confiscation  acts,  the  bills  of  pains  and 
penalties,  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  the  right  to  representation  iu  Congress,  and  the 
condition  of  the  slave  population,  are  subjects  of  imjiortiince.  I  do  not  very  well 
see  how  these  matters  can  be  adjusted  without  a  very  grave,  important,  and  patient 
inquiry  between  the  parties;  that  is,  the  United  States  and  the  .nuthorities  of  the 
States.  I  have  stated  that  the  regular  session  of  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina 
will  be  held  in  May.  I  would  recommend  that  all  tlie  facilities  offered  in  Virginia  to 
the  assembling  of  their  legislature  be  extended  to  that  State,  and  that  it  be  invited 
to  send  commissioners  to  adjust  the  questions  that  are  supposed  to  require  adjust- 
ment. 

I  have  made  a  statement  of  the  practical  difficulties  th.Tt  exist  m  order  to  encour- 
age you  to  persevere  iu  the  course  of  patience,  jnoderation,  forbearance,  and  concili- 
ation that  has  marked  your  conduct  since  you  entered  Eichmond.  Many  of  the  diffi- 
culties will  be  removed  or  lessened  by  such  a  course,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  that 
will  not  be  aggravated  by  the  adoption  of  the  opposite. 
With  mjach  respect,  Ac, 

^  J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 


Eichmond,  April  8, 1865. 
Hou.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Washington: 

The  following  report  has  been  made  by  General  Weitzel  respecting 
the  issue  of  rations  to  the  destitute. 

C.  A.  DAiTA. 
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Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  Aprils,  1865. 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Sir:  In  reply  to  tlie  dispatch  of  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of 
War,  referred  to  me  by  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am 
directed  by  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  Department  of  Virginia, 
approved  by  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  to  sell  all  the  tobacco  I  could 
find  here  and  leed  all  those  who  are  in  distress.  A  great  many  per- 
sons, both  black  and  white,  are  on  the  point  of  starvation  here,  and 
their  cases  need  prompt  action.  I  therefore  most  respectfully  beg  of 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  through  you  further  instructions  on 
this  point.  I  have  relieved  the  most  pressing  Avants  by  the  issue  of 
the  few  abandoned  rebel  stores  and  some  damaged  stores  of  our  own. 
This  matter  jieeds  prompt  action.  Brigadier-General  Sliepley,  my  chief 
of  staff,  was  directed  by  me  to  call  on  you  in  person  and  give  you  all 
the  points  in  this  matter.  He  has  it  iu  his  immediate  charge  and  I 
will  direct  him  to  give  you  any  further  information  and  details  that 
you  may  desire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respoctfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major -General.,  Commanding . 

The  following  is  the  order  of  General  Ord  above  mentioned.* 

liiCHMOND,  A2)ril  8,  I860. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Oollis,  commanding  troops  at  City  Point, 
refuses  to  be  relieved  by  my  troops.  Will  you  please  give  the  neces- 
sary orders. 

G.  WEITZKL, 

3Iajor-General. 


Petersburg,  April  <v,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Webb  : 

Did  you  get  a  dispatch  from  me,  written  yesterday,  relating  to  my 
position  here,  aiid  asking  about  what  orders  were  to  be  given  to  the 
troops  at  C3ity  Point  when  relieved  by  Weitzel? 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAR  HEN, 

Major-  General. 


Heauquartbrs  U.  S.  Forces, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  8,  1H65. 
General  Weitzel  : 

Is  the  officer  ordered  to  City  Point  directed  to  report  to  me  on 
his  arrival,  or  am  I  at  once  to  assume  command  of  the  troops  there? 

*  See  Oril  to  Weitzel,  p.  535. 
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Your  dispatcb  yesterday  was  as  follows :  "  You  will  command  all  the 
forces  at  City  Point,  &c."  It  leaves  me  in  doubt,  as  above  stated. 
Please  answer  immediately. 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Major- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  8, 1865. 
Major-General  Habtsuff, 

Petersburg : 
You  will  assume  command  of  General  liussell's  brigade.    General 
Oollis  with  Lis  troops  will  soon  be  relieved  by  an  order  from  the  Army 
of  the  PotoDjac. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

M<i0or-General. 


EiCHMOND,  April  8,  1865. 
Major-General  Habtsuff  : 

The  following  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Daua,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  War: 

Genekal  :  I  am  informed  that  a  qauutity  of  Confederate  States  treasury  records 
of  great  importance,  such  as  bills  of  sales  of  cotton  to  tlio  Coui'ederato  States  Gov- 
ernment, and  correspondence  respecting  foreign  loans  and  other  papers  of  that  class, 
are  lying  partially  destroyed  in  the  back  yard  behind  the  Weldon  railroad  depot. 
Please  send  at  once  au  intelligent  officer  to  get  them  all  up. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Aaaiatant  Secretary  of  War. 

You  will  please  carry  the  above  request  into  execution  at  once.  Report 
to  me  by  telegraph  in  the  morning,  if  possible,  the  result. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


Geneeal  Obdebs,  )  Hbadquabtebs  U.  S.  Foecbs, 

No.  7.  )  Petersburg,  Ta.,  April  8, 1865. 

The  following  order  Las  been  received  by  the  major-general  command- 
ing, viz: 

Special  Orders,  )  Heaucjuakteks  Detachment  Army  ov  the  James, 

No.  94.  \  Kielimond,  Va.,  Ajyril  7,  1865. 

1.  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  command 
ing  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Major-General  Hartsutt'  is  hereby  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  forces  at  City  Point,  Petersburg,  Bermuda  Hundred  front,  and 
South  Side  Kailroad  as  far  as  Sutherland's  Station. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Weitzel : 

D.  D.  WHEELEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  order  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  the  forces  named  in  it.  Headquarters  will  remain  in  the 
city  of  Petersburg.  Commanding  officers  of  troops  on  this  line  will 
immediately  report  to  these  headquarters  their  x)osition  and  orders  or 
duties,  and  will  continue  until  further  orders  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions they  have  received  or  may  receive  from  their  army  or  corps-bead- 
quarters,  reporting  to  these  headquarters  promptly  all  such  orders. 
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3.  Morning  reports  and  the  prescribed  returns  of  troops  will  be  made 
here. 

4.  The  following-named  officers  are  announced  as  on  the  staff  of  the 
major-general  commanding:  Bvt.  Maj.  J,  M.  Howard,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general; Capt.  E.  O.  Brown,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  S.  A.  Eussell, 
aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hartsuff: 

J.  M.  HOWARD, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


BURKEVILLE,  April  8,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Collis  : 

Send  forward  immediately,  as  far  by  railroad  as  possible,  all  troops 
of  your  command.    They  will  come  on  until  they  meet  the  rebel  prison- 
ers and  then  take  charge  of  them  and  conduct  them  to  City  Point. 
Use  all  possible  diligence  in  the  execution  of  this  order. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  April  8, 1865. 
Major-General  Wbitzel, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. : 
Colonel  Sumner,  with  his  cavalry,  almost  600  strong,  is  at  Suffolk. 
Just  returned  from  an  attempt  to  reach  Weldon.  He  destroyed  no 
bridges.  I  have  about  250  cavalry.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  this 
force  again  toward  Weldon  to  save  the  bridges  on  the  Seaboard  and 
Roanoke  Railroad  and  watch  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  or  will  you 
await  instructions  from  General  Ord?  I  think  the  cavalry  can  be  well 
used  here. 

GORDON, 

General. 


Fort  Monroe,  April  8,  1865 — 1.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel,  Richmond  : 

I  have  arrived  from  the  vicinity  of  tlie  Weldon  road  with  my  regi- 
ment. Am  now  at  Suffolk.  Am  I  not  needed  at  the  front?  Can  do 
nothing  here.    Please  answer. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 

Colonel. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  8, 1865.    (Received  10.20  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Hancock,  Winchester : 

The  following  communicatiou*  has  just  been  transmitted  to  this 
Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  You  will  please  direct  such 
precautionary  measures  to  prevent  the  designs  of  the  enemy  as  you 
may  deem  proper. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


*  See  Welles  to  Stanton,  April  7,  p.  618. 
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Winchester,  Va.,  April  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

,  Chief  of  Staff: 
I  liave  for  some  time  desired  to  send  a  large  force  of  infantry  and 
cavalry  tbrough  Loudoun  and  Fauquier  Counties,  with  the  expectation 
of  putting  a  stop  to  Mosby's  operations,  by  going  through  and  over  the 
Blue  Eidge  so  eflfectnally  with  iufancry  as  to  capture  most  of  his  band 
and  stock.  He  has  about  500  men.  This  will  take  several  days,  and  I 
do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  place  so  large  a  part  of  my  troops  where  they 
would  not  be  immediately  available,  if  called  on.  If  I  can  at  anytime, 
hereafter,  learn  that  it  will  be  safe  to  take  the  time  I  will  send  out  the 
expedition. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  I).  C,  April  8,  18(>5 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Va. : 
I  think  everything  should  be  kept  ready  for  the  march  until  we  learn 
General  Grant's  wishes. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Sta-ff'. 


Winchester,  Va.,  April  8, 1865. 

(Received  8.50  p.  m.) 

Major-General  AugtUE: 

Alajor-General  Hancock  desires  that  the  two  regiments.  First  Corps, 
at  Gamp  Stoueman,  be  sent  to  this  place  as  soon  as  they  can  be  properly 
sent.  The  Fourth  Regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dobbs  commanding, 
is  probably  ready  now.  The  Third  Regiment  must  also  be  ready  in  a 
day  or  so  at  farthest. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Fairfax  Cotirt-House,  April  8, 1865. 

General  augfr: 

General:  Your  telegram  just  received.  I  will  send  out  at  dark 
this  evening  800  cavalry,  400  to  examine  the  country  north  of  the 
Snickersville  pike,  and  400  to  examine  tlie  country  south  of  that  pike 
as  far  as  Sperryviile,  between  the  Blue  Ridge  and  Bull  Run  Mountains, 
and  on  their  return  examine  the  country  this  side  of  Bull  Run  Moun- 
tains, collecting  all  information  that  can  be  obtained  in  regard  to  Mosby 
and  his  command,  all  of  which  will  be  promptly  reported  so  soon  as 
obtained.    This  duty  must  be  done  at  night  to  make  it  successful. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Fairfax  Cotjrt-House,  April  8, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 

(Received  8.10  p.  m.) 
Lieut,  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor  : 

Colonel  :  Reports  from  the  several  posts  on  the  line  state  all  quiet 
as  reported  this  morning.  Four  hundred  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry 
have  just  started  under  Colonel  Clendeuin,  and  400  of  the  Sixteenth 
New  York  Cavalry  will  start  in  an  hour  to  sweep  the  Loudoun  Valley 
and  obtain  all  the  informatiou  that  can  be  had.  A  copy  of  the  order  of 
instructions  will  be  forwarded  to-morrow. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commandinf/  Brigade. 


Baltimore,  April  8, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester  : 
I  had  some  informatiou  yesterday  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to 
seize  the  boat  at  Havre  de  Grace  and  immediately  strengthened  the 
guard  ou  the  boat.  I  have  also  ordered  the  guard  at  each  of  the 
bridges.  I  have  also  a  fast  steamer  on  the  bay  with  a  strong  guard  of 
infantry  and  artillery  on  board.  She  has  been  out  three  days.  Every 
precaution  has  been  taken.  Can  you  send  me  a  strong  company  of  cav- 
alry ?  I  dare  not  withdraw  any  from  General  Tyler's  command,  as  he 
has  all  he  can  do  with  his  limited  force.  There  ought  to  be  some  cav- 
alry here  and-  at  Annapolis.  The  rebels  are  having  it  all  their  own 
way  in  Calvert  and  Anne  Arundel  Counties  and  I  have  no  cavalry  to 
send  there  or  infantry  to  spare.  I  can  do  a  great  deal  with  one  com- 
pany. 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


Winchester,  April  R,  1865. 
General  Morris, 

^Baltimore: 
The  general  does  not  understand  what  you  mean  by  the  rebels  hav- 
ing their  own  way  in  Calvert  and  Anne  Arundel  Counties.  Are  there 
organized  parties  there  of  any  size,  or  a  few  robbers  countenanced  by 
the  inhabitants  ?  The  general  desires  to  know  the  facts,  as  he  will 
send  a  small  force  from  Winchester  ifnecessary.  He  thinks,  however, 
that  any  inhabitants  of  those  counties  known  positively  to  countenance 
the  marauders  should  be  sent  out  of  the  State. 

C.  n.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Baltimore,  Md,,  April  8,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  LocitWOOD, 

Commanding  Third  Separate  Brigade : 
General:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  information  was  received  last  night  that  an  attempt  would  be 
made  to  seize  the  railroad  boat  on  the  Susquehanna  at  Havre  de  Grace, 
therefore  a  detachment  of  the  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry  and  Second  U.  S. 
Artillery  Avere  ordered  to  that  point  to  strengthen  the  guard  there. 
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As  it  was  necessary  to  act  quickly  the  orders  to  the  troops  were  sent 
direct  from  these  headquarters.    I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with copies  of  orders  and  instructions  given.    The  details  sent  wih 
need  rations  at  once.    Please  see  that  they  are  forwarded.  • 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  r>.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Clifton  Hotjse,  Ya.,  April  9, 18G5. 
lion.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  G. : 
The  following  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  Cieneral  Lee 
and  myself.  *     There  has  been  no  relaxation  in  the  pursuit  during  its 
])endeucy. 

TT.  S.  GRANT, 

Liente7wnt-General. 


Waii  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  9,  1865 — J  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- Genera]  Grant: 

Your  telegram  of  this  morning  received.  The  rebel  mails  show  thM 
the  enemy's  supplies  from  Richmond  were  nearly  if  not  quite  all  sent 
to  Danville,  so  that  Lee  can  have  nothing  there  to  hold  out  on. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

April  9,  1805— 4.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

General  Lee  surrendered  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  this  after- 
noon upon  terms  proposed  by  myself.  The  accomi)anying  additional 
correspondence  will  show  the  conditions  fully.t 

II.  S.  GRANT, 

LicHtcnant-Gciieral. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  9,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Lieutcnant-General  Grant  : 

Thanks  be  to  Almighty  God  for  the  great  victory  with  which  he  has 
this  day  crowned  you  and  the  gallant  army  under  your  command.  The 
thanks  of  this  Department  and  of  the  Government,  and  of  the  j)eople  of 


*  See  Grant  to  Lee,  April  7,  5  p.  m.,  and  Lee  to  Grant,  same  date,  p.  619;  Grant  to 
I^ee,  April  8,  and  Lee  to  Grant,  Biimc  date,  p.  641 ;  Grant  to  Lee,  April  9  (beginning, 
"  Your  note  of  yesterday"),  ]i.  664. 

tSee  Lee  to  Grant  (beginning,  "I  received  your  note  of  tliis  inoruing"),  p.  664; 
Grant  to  Lee  (beginning,  "  Your  note  of  this  date "'),  ]).  665 ;  Grant  to  Lee  (beginning, 
"In  arcordance  witU  "),  p.  665,  and  Lee  to  Grant  (beginning,  "I  liave  received  your 
letter"),  p.  666. 
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tlie  United  States,  their  reverence  and  honor,  have  been  deserved  and 
will  be  rendered  to  you  and  the  brave  and  gallant  oflBcers  and  soldiers 
of  your  army  for  all  time. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Wae  Department, 
Washington,  April  9,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Some  thousands  of  our  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  are  still 
undelivered.     Can  any  arrangements  be  made  to  hasten  their  release? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headqxtakteks  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

April  9,  1865. 
General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Army: 
General  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  is  received.  As  I  have  no 
authority  to  treat  on  the  subject  of  peace  the  meeting  proposed  for  10 
a.  m.  to-day  could  le<id  to  no  good.  I  Avill  state,  however,  general,  that 
I  am  equally  anxious  for  peace  with  yourself,  and  the  whole  North 
entertain  the  same  feeling.  The  terms  upon  which  peace  can  be  had 
are  well  understood.  By  the  South  laying  down  their  arms  they  will 
hasten  that  most  desirable  event,  save  thousands  of  human  lives,  and 
hundreds  of  millions  of  property  not  yet  destroyed.  Sincerely  hoping 
that  all  our  difficulties  may  be  settled  without  the  loss  of  another  life, 
I  subscribe  myself, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General.  U.  S.  Armv. 


April  9,  1805. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Armies  ; 
General  :  I  received  your  note  of  this  morning  on  the  picket-line, 
whither  I  had  come  to  meet  you  and  ascertain  definitely  what  terms 
were  embraced  in  your  proposal  of  yesterday  with  reference  to  the  sur- 
render of  this  army.  I  now  request  an  interview  in  accordance  with 
the  ofifer  contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday  for  that  purpose. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


April  9, 1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant^ 

Commanding  if.  S.  Armien : 

General  :  1  ask  a  suspension  of  hostilities  pending  the  adjustment 
of  the  terms  of  the  surrender  of  this  army,  in  the  interview  requested 
in  my  former  communication  to-day. 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Heapquabters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

April  9,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Armies : 
General  :  I  sent  a  communication  to  you  to-day  from  the  picket- 
line,  whither  I  had  gone  in  hopes  of  meeting  you  in  pursuance  of  the 
request  contained  in  my  letter  of  yesterday.  Major-General  Meade 
informs  me  that  it  would  probably  expedite  matters  to  send  a  dupli- 
cate through  some  other  part  of  your  lines.  1  therefore  request  an 
interview,  at  such  time  and  place  as  you  may  designate,  to  discuss  the 
terms  of  the  surrender  of  this  army  in  accordance  with  your  offer  to 
have  such  an  interview,  contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

xt.  E.  LcjG, 

General. 


Headquarters  Armies  op  the  United  States, 

April  9, 1865. 
General  IJ.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  C.  8.  Army: 
Your  note  of  this  date  is  but  this  moment  (11.50  a.  m.)  received.  In 
consequence  of  my  having  passed  from  the  Richmond  and  Lynchburg 
road  to  the  Farmville  and  Lynchburg  road  I  am  at  this  writing  about 
four  miles  west  of  Walker's  Church,  and  will  push  forward  to  the  front 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  you.  Notice  sent  to  me  on  this  road  where 
you  wish  the  interview  to  take  place  will  meet  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U,  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Appomattox  Court-House,  Va.,  April  9, 1865. 
General  B  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  C.  8.  Army: 
General  :  In  accordance  with  the  substance  of  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  8th  instant,  I  propose  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  on  the  following  terms,  to  wit:  Rolls  of  all  the 
officers  and  men  to  be  made  in  duplicate — one  copy  to  be  given  to  an 
officer  to  be  designated  by  me,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  such  officer 
or  officers  as  you  may  designate;  the  officers  to  give  their  individual 
paroles  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  until  properly  exchanged,  and  each  company  or  regimental  com- 
mander sign  a  like  parole  for  the  men  of  their  commands.  The  arms, 
artillery,  and  public  property  to  be  parked  and  stacked,  and  turned 
over  to  the  officers  appointed  by  me  to  receive  them.  Tliis  will  not 
embrace  the  side-arms  of  the  officers,  nor  their  private  horses  or  bag- 
gage. This  done,  each  officer  and  man  will  be  allowed  to  return  to 
their  homes,  not  to  be  disturbed  by  United  States  authority  so  long  as 
they  observe  their  paroles  and  the  laws  in  force  wliere  they  may  reside. 
Very  respectfully, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


666  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVni. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

April  9,  I860. 
Lieut.  Gen.  17.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date  containing  the 
terms  of  aiirrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  as  proposed  by 
you.  As  they  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  exi)ressed  in  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  they  are  accepted.  I  will  jiroceed  to  designate 
the  proper  officers  to  carry  the  stipulations  into  elfect. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  .9,  ]8(Il> — ]3  m. 
General  E.  E.  Lbe: 

1  have  no  authority  to  suspend  hostilities  unless  it  is  with  the  dis- 
tinct understanding  that  you  are  prepared  to  accept  the  terms  indi- 
cated in  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  General  (xrant  sent  to  you  yesterday. 
I  understand  General  (irant  did  not  accede  to  your  proposition  for  an 
interview.  Your  letter  will  be  at  once  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Grant  and  jierhaps  I  may  be  sooner  advised  by  him  if  you  have 
had  any  communications  with  other  parts  of  our  line.  I  am  now 
advised  by  General  Forsyth  that  a  cessation  of  hostilities  has  been 
agreed  upon  between  your  command  and  General  Ord.  Under  these 
circumstances,  to  enable  General  Forsyth  to  return  and  report  my 
action,  I  agree  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities  till  2  p.  m.  this  day  and 
shall  be  glad  to  prolong  it  on  being  advised  by  you  that  you  agree  to 
General  (xrant's  terms. 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- Genera}^  U.  B.  Army. 


Special  Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  Field,  April  !),  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin,  and  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt  are  hereby  designated  to  carry  into  effect 
the  stipulations  this  day  entered  into  between  General  K.  E.  Lee,  com- 
manding C.  S.  Armies,  and  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  commanding 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  in  which  General  Lee  surrenders  to  Gen- 
eral Grant  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Sharpe,  assistant  provost-marshal-general, 
will  receive  and  take  charge  of  the  rolls  called  for  by  the  above-men- 
tioned stipulations. 
By  command  of  Jjieutenant-General  Grant: 

E.  S,  PAEKER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant-General . 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  Oonfed.  States, 
No.  — .  I  April  9,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  Maj.  Gen.  ,1.  B.  Gordon,  and  Brig.  Gen.  W. 
N.  Pendleton  are  hereby  designated  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations 
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this  day  entered  into  between  Lient.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant,  commanding 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  and  General  R.  E.  Lee,  coinniandinK 
Armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  which  General  Lee  surrendered 
to  General  Grant  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Lieutfinant- Colonel  and  Asxistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Parole  of  Oeneral  Robert  Ji.  IjCC  and  Staff.] 

We,  the  undersigned  prisoners  of  war  belonging  to  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  having  been  this  day  surrendered  by  General  Robert 
E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  said  army,  to  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 
commanding  A.rmies  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  give  our  solemn 
parole  of  honor  that  we  will  not  hereafter  serve  in  the  armies  of  the 
Confederate  States,  or  in  any  military  capacity  whatever,  against  tlie 
United  States  of  America,  or  render  aid  to  the  enemies  of  tlie  latter, 
until  properly  exchanged,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  mutually 
.approved  by  the  respective  authorities. 

Bone  at  Appomattox  Court-Honse,  Va.,  this  9th  day  of  April,  1865. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
W,  H.  TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

CHARLES  S.  VENABLE, 
Lieute'oant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General . 

CHARLES  MARSHALL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and'  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

H.  E.  PEYTON, 
Lieutenatit-Colonel,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
GILES  B.  COOKE, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
H.  E.  YOUNG, 
Major,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Judge- Advocate-General. 

[IndorfleincDt.] 

The  within  named  officers  will  not  be  disturbed  by  the  United  States 
authorities  so  long  as  they  observe  their  parole  and  the  law  s  in  force 
where  they  may  reside. 

GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 
Assistant  Provost- Marshal- General. 


Headqttartebs  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  9,  ISaS — ]0  a.  m. 
Tyieutenant-General  Grant: 

I  send  you  a  dispatch  from  Humphreys.*  His  advance  is  now  be- 
tweeneight  and  nine  miles  of  Appomattox  Court-House  and  i)ushing 
on  as  fast  as  possible.  I  also  send  a  lettert  from  General  Lee,  whicih  1 
opened,  thinking  time  and  some  good  might  result  from  so  doing.  I 
sent  the  accompanying  answer.f    Whilst  1  fully  agree  witli  you  in  the 

*  See  9  a.  ni.,  j..  069. 

t  Probably  the  ouo  beginning,  ■'  I  received  your  note,"  ]>.  (HH, 

i  Not  found. 
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only  terms  as  stated  in  your  letter  to  be  granted,  I  think  it  would  be 
well  for  you  to  see  treneral  Lee,  as  he  may  accept  them  after  an  inter- 
view. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Appomattox  Coubt-House, 

April  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Meade: 

Agreement  having  been  made  for  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  hostilities  will  not  be  resumed.  General  Lee  desires 
that  during  the  time  the  two  armies  are  laying  near  each  other  the  men 
of  the  two  armies  be  kept  separate,  the  sole  object  being  to  prevent 
unpleasant  individual  rencounters  that  may  take  jjlace  with  a  too  free 
intercourse. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquaktees  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Appomattox  Court-House,  April  9, 1865. 

General  Meade  : 

General:  The  Fifth  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the 
Twenty-fourth  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  James  will  remain  here  until 
the  stipulations  of  the  surrender  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  known  as  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  entered  into  by  General  K.  E.  Lee  and 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  have  been  carried  into  effect,  and 
the  captured  and  surrendered  public  property  has  been  secured.  All 
the  other  forces  will  be  moved  back  to  Burkeville,  starting  to-morrow, 
where  they  will  go  into  camp.  The  chief  ordnance  officer  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  will  collect  and  take  charge  of  all  captured  and  sur- 
rendered ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  and  remove  them  to  Burkeville. 
The  acting  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  James  will  collect 
and  take  charge  of  all  the  captured  and  surrendered  quartermaster's 
pioperty  and  stores  and  remove  them  to  Burkeville.  You  will  please 
give  such  orders  to  your  troops  and  officers  of  the  staff  departments  as 
will  secure  the  execution  of  the  foregoing  instructions.  The  troops 
going  to  Burkeville  will  turn  over  to  those  remaining  here  all  the  sub- 
sistence stores  they  may  have  save  a  bare  sufticieucy  to  take  them 
back. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Armv  of  the  Potomac, 

April  9,  1805—11.30  p.  m. 

General  Grant: 
The  order  in  cipher  is  received  and  will  be  executed  at  once. 

GEO.  G.  MEAUE, 

Major-General. 
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Clifton,  April  9, 1865. 
Colonel  Bowers, 

Burlicville: 

Come  out,  following  the  Fiftli  Corps  train.    Direct  General  Parke 
to  push  all  prisoners  of  war  to  the  rear  as  rapidlv  as  possible. 

U.'S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


Clifton,  Eight  Miles  of  Farmville,  April  0,  1865. 

SUPElilNTENDENT   CiTY   POINT   RAILROAD: 

After  completing  the  road  to  Burkeville  Junction  you  will  repair  it 
as  far  as  High  Bridge,  on  the  Appomattox,  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I 
beg  you  will  be  prompt,  as  these  armies  will  depend  on  the  road  for 
their  supplies. 

EUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


U.  S.  Military  Railroads, 

City  Point,  April  9,  1865. 
General  EuFUS  Inoalls, 

At  General  Grant's  Headquarters: 
Will  have  construction  train  at  Burkeville  Junction  by  3  p,  m.  to- 
morrow, and  expect  to  reach  High  Bridge,  on  the  Appomattox,  by 
Tuesday  night.  Supplies  are  going  forward  to  the  different  stations 
as  we  advance.  The  road  is  in  bad  condition,  but  will  do  our  best  to 
run  it  with  success. 

J.  J.  MOOEE, 
Chief  Engineer  and  General  Superintendent. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  90.  ]  April  9,  1865. 

1.  By  authority  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  Armies  ot  the 
United  States  and  ])eudiug  the  action  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen.  Francis  C.  Barlow  is  assigned  to  duty  according 
to  his  brevet  rank. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  9,  1865—9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Not  finding  the  enemy  where  he  was  reported  last  evening  I  moved 
forward  about  live  miles,  when,  finding  my  men  falling  out  rapidly,  I 
halted  the  head  of  the  column  about  12  m.  The  rations  were  brought 
up  and  issued.    The  head  of  my  column  is  now  about  one  mile  and  a 
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half  from  tlie  halting'  place  and  near  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  a  negro  who  came  from  Lynchburg  yesterday  morn- 
ing. Our  troops  were  then  three  miles  from  Lynchburg.  He  passed 
through  Appomattox  Oourt-Iiouse  about  sunset.  The  flghtin,^  there 
was  then  going  on.  It  was  resumed  this  morning  and  is  still  continuing. 
About  daylight  he  passed  the  last  of  the  enemy  and  then  lay  in  the  woods 
sometime,  coming  in  to  us  when  he  thought  it  was  safe.  lie  was  told 
ns  he  passed  through  Lee's  army  that  the  troops  would  move  again 
about  midnight.  We  are  about  ten  miles  from  Appomattox  Court- 
House. 

A.  A.  IIUMPnEEYS, 
Major-  General,  Gommandiny. 


J  lEAI}tiUAltTKK.S   AUMY    OF    THE   POTOMAC, 

April  D,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
General  IIxtmpiikeys, 

Gommandimi  Second  Corps: 
A  negro  is  just  in  from  the  advance  of  Lee.  Left  this  a.  m.  at  6 
o'clock.  Their  advance  turned  south  from  the  Court-Ilouse,  met  our 
troops  last  evening,  were  checked,  and  are  still  halted.  They  seem  to 
feel  that  they  can  go  no  farther.  General  Wright  is  directed  to  pass 
your  traiu  and  to  iiush  up. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBli, 
Brevet  Major- Geuerul  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


IlEADyUAllTEES   SeCONW   AKMY   OoKPS, 

Aj}ril  9,  1863—11  a.  m. 
p  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Stuff: 
General  :  Your  dispatch  of  10  a.  m.  is  received.  The  head  of  my 
column  was  unable  to  move  this  morning  until  8  o'clock,  owing  to  ray 
having  moved  forward  during  the  night  from  the  camp  from  which  I 
was  directed  to  move  at  5  a.  m.  So  far  as  I  could  learn  when  I  halted 
last  night  about  midnight  ihe  enemy  was  not  near  me,  and  there  was 
no  probability  of  my  finding  them  halted  anywhere.  This  is  confirmed 
by  what  the  people  along  the  road  state.  The  head  of  my  Third  Divis- 
ion did  not  begin  to  reach  the  halting  place  until  4  a.  m.  and  the  rations 
foUoAved  that  division. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquakters  Second  Corps, 

April  i),  1865—11.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
A  deserter  or  dropperout  from  Field's  division  informs  me  that  his 
division  resumed  the  march  last  night  at  midnight;  that  their  camp 
was  about  four  miles  back  from  here  (about  three  miles  in  advance  of 
mine) ;  that  Field's  was  the  rear  of  their  army.  1  )eserters  or  stragglers 
from  Wilcox  and  Heth,  just  brought   in,  inform  me  their  divisions 
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i.iovcd  at  the  same  time  from  about  the  place  where  I  now  am.  Oj!c 
oiOur  men,  of  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  taken  prisonei',  escaped  last  night, 
iiiid  isjnst  now  brought  to  me.  He  says  one  of  the  enemy's  stragglers 
toUI  him  their  army  was  in  position  at  a  place  A\;hich  I  take  to  be  tlaree 
miles  fnmi  here.  1  merely  send  this  because  1  send  everything  from  a 
tolcr.ibly  intelligent  source.  My  men  are  marching  ttnely — the  eifect 
of  the  rations. 

A.  A.  llUMPHltEYS, 
Major-  Genera  /,  Commanding. 


IlKADyUABTliUS   AltMY    OV   'J'HK   PoTOHAC, 

April  0,  1805. 
Major-General  Uumpheeys: 

In  consequence  of  the  ])ositioii  of  aflairs  with  Ord  1  have  agreed  to 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  till  2  p.  m.  You  will  be  governed  accordingly. 
In  the  meantime  close  up  and  mass  your  rear  divisions  so  that  Wright 
can  close  up. 

GEO.  a.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


OllDliRS.J  IlEADQUAllTBKS    SKCONJ)   AllMY   Colll'S, 

April  0,  JNOS. 

The  supply  train  is  now  up.    Three  days'  subsistence  will  be  is.sued 
to  the  troops  and  one-half  ration  of  whisky  if  commanders  desire  it. 
1>\-  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

0.  A.  WHITTIEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


OkUKBS.]  HEADQUAltTliES   SECOND   AEMY  GOEPS, 

April  9,  1865—12.30. 
Everything  will  remain  as  now  for  one  hour.    The  same  thing  is  done 
by  the  enemy.    Division  commanders  will  be  i>articular  to  see  that 
their  troops  do  not  in  any  way  change  from  their  present  position. 
Hy  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WH-ITTIElt, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


OUUEEtV.]  HEADCiTTAETEES    SECOND    AUMY    CoEPS, 

April  9,  1805. 
Officers  and  men  will  bo  kept  strictly  to  the  limits  of  their  camps; 
regimental  officers  and  men  to  their  regiments,  except  that  command- 
ing officers  may  go  to  brigade  headquarters  on  business;  brigade 
commanders  to  limits  of  their  brigades  and  to  division  headquarters 
on  business.  This  order  to  remain  in  force  during  the  i)resent  posture 
of  affairs. 

liy  command  of  Major-General  llumiihreys: 

0.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Oedeks.]        Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Second  Akmy  Coeps, 

April  9,  1865. 

The  division  will  move  forward  on  the  road  at  8  o'clock  this  morning. 
Tlie  following  will  be  the  order  of   march:    First   Brigade,  battery 
(Clark's),  Fourth  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  Second  Brigade,  battery, 
traius. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles : 

EICHD.  A.  BROWN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Orders.]        Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  9,1865. 

Brigade  commanders  will  take  advantage  of  the  present  halt  to 
improve  the  general  appearance  of  their  commands.    The  clothing  of 
the  men  will  be  cleaned,  and  every  exertion  made  to  have  the  troops 
look  as  clean  and  neat  as  possible.    This  will  be  done  immediately. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Miles : 

EICHD.  A.  BROWN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


April  9,  1865—7.20  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  De  Trobeiand, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

The  First  Division  will  leave  at  8  o'clock.  It  is  half  a  mile  ahead. 
The  Second  Division  will  follow  on  the  road  at  8.30,  and  the  Third 
Division  will  follow  close  on  the  Second  Division  in  the  road.  Throw 
out  flankers.    Send  a  rearguard  for  the  wagons. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  9,  1865—10.25  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand  : 

General  :  Gfeneral  Humphreys  desires  me  to  say  that  as  the  Sixth 
Corps  is  in  rear  of  us  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  furnish  any  guard  for 
the  train. 

Very  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  WISTEE, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  De  Trobeiand, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
General:  The  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  has  surrendered.     Gen- 
eral Humphreys  directs  that  you  put  your  troops  into  camp  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  road  where  you  now  are,  placing  strong  picket. 
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guard  inclosing  your  camp  at  the  rear  and  on  both  flanks,  and  con- 
necting oil  both  sides  of  the  road  with  the  guard  of  the  Second  Divis- 
ion. No  officer  or  man  will  be  i)erinitted  to  pass  these  guards  except 
by  authority  from  General  Grant,  Meade,  or  from  these  headquarters, 
and  trains  with  the  proper  officers  and  men  coming  up.  Any  oflScer  or 
man  attempting  to  pass  the  line  without  authority  will  be  arrested. 
General  Humphreys  is  particularly  urgent  in  his  requirement  that 
officers  and  men  shall  not  wander  from  their  division. 

C.  A.  WUITTIElt, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ClECULAR.l  HdQRS.  ThIRD   DiV.,  SECOND   ARMY   CORPS, 

April  9,  1865. 

1.  Brigade  commanders  will  withdraw  their  pickets  at  once. 

2.  The  division  will  move  at  8.30  a.  m.  The  order  of  march  will  be : 
First  Brigade,  Second  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  artillery,  light  wagons, 
ambulances,  ammunition  train,  &c.  Each  brigade  will  throw  out 
flankers  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  Third  Brigade  will  furnish  flank- 
ers for  the  artillery  and  train  and  a  regiment  as  rear  guard  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  train. 

3.  The  supply  train  of  the  division  being  now  here  brigade  com- 
manders will  at  once  send  for  their  supplies.  Three  days'  subsistence 
to  be  drawn. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  K.  do  Trobriaiid: 

WM.  K.  DKIYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  9,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  R.  Pierce, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

General  :  The  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  has  surrendered.  The 
brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  when  your  troops  are  x)laced 
in  camp,  the  position  of  which  will  be  indicated  to  you,  you  post  a 
strong  picket  guard  inclosing  your  camp  and  connecting  with  the  bri- 
gade adjacent.  No  officer  or  man  will  be  permitted  to  pass  these 
guards  except  by  authority  from  these  or  superior  headquarters  and 
trains  with  proper  officers  coming  up.  Any  officer  or  man  attempting 
to  pass  the  line  without  authority  will  be  arrested.  The  brigadier- 
general  commanding  is  particularly  urgent  in  his  requirements  that 
officers  and  men  shall  not  wander  from  the  division.  He  also  directs 
that  all  unauthorized  firing  of  muskets  be  stopped. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  K.  DEIVEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Same  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  11.  McAllister,  commanding  Third  Brigade, 
and  Col.  E.  B.  Shepherd,  commanding  First  Brigade.) 
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Headquakters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Appomattox  Court-House,  April  9,  1865. 
Division  Commanders: 

It  is  reported  that  our  men  are  straggling  to  tLe  front  and  communi- 
cating with  the  enemy.    Division  commanders  will  at  once  cause  this 
to  cease,  and  if  necessary  make  their  men  stand  to  arms. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Griffin: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular,  )  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  32.      ]  April  <),  1865. 

The  surrender  of  General  Lee's  army  having  been  completed  the 
command  can  now  go  into  camp  and  division  commanders  can  make 
their  men  comfortable  and  send  for  rations  and  supi)lies. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Griffin : 

PEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  9, 1865—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
Your  dispatch  received.    The  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  dis- 
mounted cavalry,  the  lutter  numbering  about  2,000  men,  are  ordered  to 
report  to  you. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Burhevillej  April  9,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  started  Curtin's  brigade,  Second  Division,  to  Farmville  about  noon 
to-day.  The  other  brigade,  Second  Division,  together  with  one  brigade, 
Third  Division,  is  at  Nottoway  Court-House,  and  General  Willcox  is 
guarding  the  road  from  Blacks  and  Whites  to  Sutherland's.  Please  let 
me  know  whether  the  commanding  general  desires  any  different  dis- 
position of  the  troops,  and  whether  he  wishes  the  advanced  brigade 
pushed  farther  on. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )       Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

No.  — .  )  Burkeville,  Va.,  April  9,  1865 — 12  m. 

As  soon  as  one  brigade  of  General  Hartranft's  command  arrives  at 
this  point  (Burkeville)  Brigadier-General  Griffin,  commanding  Second 
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Division,  will  send  forward  a  brigade  to  Farmville,  in  pursuance  of  para- 
graph 3  of  General  Orders,  No.  89,  from  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Parke : 

JNO.  0.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Burkeville  Junction,  April  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Willcox: 

I  have  just  received  your  telegram  to  Tidball,  he  being  now  away. 
We  have  no  news  since  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Livermore,  the  details  of 
which  Captain  Casey  doubtless  gave  you.  Tidball  sends  forward  the 
ammunition  to  make  up  for  expenditures  at  the  front.  Has  your  Suth- 
erland guard  been  relieved  at  any  posts  this  side  of  that  point? 
Hartsuff  promised  to  relieve  the  former. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Burkeville  Junct'tbn,  Va.,  April  9, 1865 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
1  have  just  learned  that  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Sanders  commanding,  and  dismounted  cavalry  are  ordered  to  report  to 
me.  Please  have  a  lookout  kept  for  this  command  and  notify  Colonel 
Sanders  where  I  am,  and  request  Colonel  Sanders  to  push  forward  as 
rapidly  as  possible  without  breaking  down  his  horses  and  men. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General.- 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Beasley^s  Souse,  April  9, 1865. 
Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps,  Burhe^s  Station: 
I  sent  a  scouting  party  yesterday  as  far  as  Jones'  Bridge,  on  Notto-' 
way  River.  Captain  Manning,  commanding,  has  just  returned.  His 
scouts  were  fired  upon  several  times  by  bushwhackers.  He  met  several 
rebel  soldiers  on  their  way  in  to  give  themselves  up.  There  are  several 
rumors  of  cavalry  being  on  their  way  from  North  Carolina  to  harass 
our  communications ;  one  force  represented  at  1,000  strong;  also,  that 
Mosby  was  on  his  way  down  here.  The  people  are  driving  their  herds 
and  horses  across  Nottoway  River.  Negroes,  coming  in  numbers,  say 
they  have  been  ordered  in  with  horses,  mules,  «&c.  They  are  stealing 
and  pillaging.  The  people  along  here  are  all  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  ask  protection.  There  should  be  some  uniform  rule  on 
taking  the  property  of  inhabitants.  One  corps  commander  is  reported 
to  allow  his  soldiers  to  take  horses  and  mules  and  kill  sheep  and 
chickens  promiscuously,  saying  they  were  all  contraband.    A  depot^ 
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will  be  required  at  Wilson's  Station  to  feed  the  prisoners  and  others 
arriving  daily  without  rations.  I  understand  that  the  telegraph  sta- 
tion at  the  same  point  will  soon  be  removed  farther  up.  A  telegraph 
will  be  needed  at  that  point,  and  a  quantity  of  stores ;  8,000  prisoners 
and  900  guards  arrived  there  last  night  without  food,  which  I  supplied 
from  my  train. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


April  9, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  SheeidaN: 

The  lieutenant-general  is  informed  that  the  trains  you  captured  near 
here  are  without  guards,  and  that  everything  has  been  or  is  being 
carried  away.  He  directs  that  you  have  them  put  in  charge  of  your 
proper  staff  officers  and  have  them  guarded. 

E.  S.  PAEKER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Appomattox  Vourt-House,  April  9,  1865. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Third  Cavalry  Divisions  of  this  command  will 
move  out  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow  on  the  road  through  Appomattox  Court- 
House,  via  Walker's  Church  and  Farmville,  to  Burke's  Station. 

The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march :  First,  Second  Cavalry  Divis- 
ion, Major-General  Crook  commanding;  second,  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Merritt.  The  Second  Cavalry  Division  will  encamp  to-morrow 
night  in  the  vicinity  of  Prospect  Station.  The  command  of  Brevet 
Major-General  Merritt  will  encamp  between  Walker's  Church  and  Pros- 
pect Station  at  such  points  as  may  be  best  for  the  collection  of  forage 
for  the  command.  All  trains,  except  those  of  headquarters,  will  follow 
in  rear  of  the  column.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  rear  division  will 
furnish  a  small  guard  as  escort  for  the  train.  The  general  commanding 
would  like  to  have  the  whole  of  the  cavalry  file  through  Appomattox 
Court-House  in  the  order  above  designated.  The  command  will  move 
by  fours  and  well  closed  up. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


April  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

General  :  I  hear  through  Confederate  surgeons  that  Lee  expects  to 
form  a  junction  with  Johnston  very  shortly.  Lee  is  said  to  have  ridden 
along  his  army  lines  and  assured  his  soldiers  of  a  glorious  victory 
shortly.  I  don't  know  how  much  truth  there  is  in  the  report.  My 
chief  surgeon  heard  it  from  their  surgeons  in  a  hospital.  Would  it  not 
be  a  good  plan  to  send  a  scout  toward  Marysville  or  Charlotte  Court- 
House? 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MERRITT, 
Brevet  Major-General, 
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Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Appomattox  Court-House,   Va ,  April  9,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Merritt  : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  estiblish 
a  strong  line  of  pickets  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  line  and  prevent 
all  enlisted  men  and  line  officers  from  visiting  the  camps  of  the  enemy 
or  approaching  them  in  any  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  POESYTH, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

April  9,  1865. 
Mrs.  General  Ord, 

lort  Monroe: 
Lee's  army  surrendered  to-day.    Army  of  the  James  did  first  rate. 
All  well.    Ask  Colonel  Seward  to  break  the  news  of  General  Kead's 
death  to  his  wife.    He  was  killed  in  leading  one  of  the  most  gallant 
fights  of  the  war. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General, 


EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  9,  1865. 

(Eeceived  6  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

On  Friday  evening  I  asked  Weitzel  incidentally  what  he  was  going 
to  do  about  opening  the  churches  on  Sunday.  He  answered  that  all 
were  to  be  allowed  to  be  opened  on  condition  that  no  disloyalty  should 
be  uttered  and  that  the  Episcopal  ministers  would  be  required  to  read 
the  prayer  for  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  told  him  this  was 
all  right.  Last  evening  he  sent  Shepley  to  me  to  ask  that  this  order 
might  be  relaxed,  so  that  the  clergy  would  only  be  required  not  to  pray 
for  Jeff.  Davis.  Shepley  said  this  was  what  had  been  determined  on 
by  General  Weitzel  before  I  gave  orders  to  the  contrary.  I  answered 
I  "had  given  no  orders  at  all,  having  received  none  from  Washington, 
and  that  Weitzel  must  act  in  the  matter  entirely  on  his  own  judgment. 
It  appears  that  Judge  Campbell  thought  it  very  desirable  that  a  loyal 
prayer  should  not  be  exacted,  and  that  Weitzel  had  consented  to  it; 
but  when  I  asked  him  the  question,  for  some  unexplained  reason,  he 
gave  me  an  answer  opposite  to  the  reality.  I  report  the  fact,  confess- 
ing that  it  shakes  a  good  deal  my  confidence  in  Weitzel.    Weather  fine. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  9,  1865 — i  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  G  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

A  citizen  named  Myers,  who  left  Lynchburg  on  the  evening  of  the 
4th,  arrivedhere  to-day.    Stoneman's  arrival  at  Wytheville  was  reported 
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on  the  4th  by  telegraph  from  Dublin.  Echols  -was  at  Abingdon  on  the 
3d,  4th,  and  5th;  thinks  him  there  still.  Ho  forces  at  Wytheville  now 
any  nearer  than  at  Abingdon  when  Myers  left  Wytheville,  which  was 
on  30th.  Does  not  report  lines  of  Echols.  Mosby  had  his  headquar- 
ters at  Gordonsville  on  6th  instant  with  less  than  300  men;  was  scout- 
ing in  the  neighborhood. 

O.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  9, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  9.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  churches  liere  have  all  been  filled  to-day.  The  ladies  especially 
have  attended  in  great  numbers.  The  regular  clergy  have  prayed 
almost  without  an  exception.  The  sermons  were  devout  aud  not  polit- 
ical. The  city  is  perfectly  quiet,  and  there  is  more  security  for  persons 
and  property  than  has  existed  here  for  many  months.  Weitzel  has 
explained  his  apparent  inconsistency  with  regard  to  the  prayer  ques- 
tion. His  opinion  was  that  the  canon  of  the  church  should  be  fol- 
lowed, and  the  President  of  the  United  States  prayed  for,  but  as  it  was 
a  matter  of  policy,  and  as  Sheijley  has  general  charge  of  those  things, 
Weitzel  being  absorbed  in  military  duties,  this  question  was  left  to 
Shepley's  decision,  although  Weitzel  doubted  its  wisdom. 

C.  A.  DANA. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  9,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Richmond: 

It  has  just  been  reported  to  this  Department  that  you  have,  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Campbell,  consented  that  service  should  be  performed 
in  the  Episcopal  churches  of  Eichmond  to-day  without  the  usual 
prayer  said  in  loyal  churches  of  that  denomination  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  you  have  even  agreed  to  waive  that  condi- 
tion. If  such  has  been  your  action  it  is  strongly  condemned  by  this 
Department.  As  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  a  general  officer  of  the 
United  States,  commanding  in  Eichmond,  would  consent  to  such  an 
omission  of  respect  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  you  are 
directed  immediately  to  report  by  telegraph  your  action  in  relation  to 
religious  services  in  Eichmond,  aud  the  prayer  for  the  President  in 
Episcopal  churches,  and  also  to  state  what  took  place  between  you 
and  Mr.  Campbell  on  the  subject.  You  are,  moreover,  directed  to  hold 
no  further  conference  with  Mr.  Campbell  on  any  subject  without  specific 
authority,  to  be  given  by  the  President  or  this  Department;  but  if  he 
desires  to  make  any  communication  to  you  it  must  be  in  writing,  and 
transmitted  by  you  to  this  Department  for  instructions. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


(Copy  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Dana.) 
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Petersburg,  April  9, 1805. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
General,:  The  order  of  General  Sheridan,  taking  from  me  the  com- 
mand of  my  corps  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  April,  after  the  victory 
was  won,  assigns  no  cause  and  leaves  me  open  to  the  inferences  now 
finding  expression  in  the  public  prints,  and  which  are  in  every  way  to 
™y  prejudice.  I  am  unconscious  of  having  done  anything  improper  or 
unbecoming  to  my  position  or  the  character  of  a  soldier,  or  neglected 
any  order  or  duty.  I  therefore  request  a  full  investigation  of  the  mat- 
ter as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  admit.  I  make  this 
application  now,  while  awaiting  orders,  which  I  deem  the  most  appro- 
priate time;  but  I  do  not  intend  nor  desire  to  press  the  matter  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  lieutenant-general  until  he  can  give  it  his  atten- 
tion without  interfering  with  more  important  duties.  The  regard 
already  shown  me  in  immediately  assigning  me  to  another  command  on 
the  2d  instant  gives  me  the,  assurance  that  he  will  not  deem  it  au  intru- 
sion to  solicit  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  reputation  of  a  faithful  sol- 
dier of  the  Union,  who  waits  in  silence  under  an  unmerited  injury  till 
such  time  as  his  superior  shall  be  ready  to  give  him  a  hearing. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAKEEN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Warren, 

Commanding  Defenses,  City  Point  : 
The  dismounted  cavalry  and  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  wiU 
report  at  once  to  Major-General  Parke  to  guard  prisoners  and  the  rail- 
road; the  troops  under  the  immediate  command  of  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  CoUis  to  proceed  to  Farmville,  guarding  the  supply  train  at 
that  place,  or  in  advance  thereof.  On  its  arrival  at  the  supply  train 
the  commanding  offlcer  will  report  the  fact  to  these  headquarters. 
Brigadier-General  Benham,  with  his  command.  Engineer  troops,  after 
leaving  sufittcieut  guard  for  the  public  property  under  his  charge  at 
City  Point,  will  join  the  Engineer  Brigade  at  these  headquarters. 
Major-General  Parke  will  govern  tlie  movement  of  these  troops  so  as 
to  assist  in  convoying  trains.  You  will  yourself  await  at  Petersburg 
further  orders  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  or  from  these 
headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Parke.  1 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  9,  1865—6  a.  m.     (Eeceived  9.30  a.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren, 

Petersburg : 

All  the  troops  are  ordered  from  City  Point.     You  must  apply  for 
orders  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquabteks  U.  S.  Forces, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  9,  1865. 
Assistant  Abjutant-General, 

General  Grant's  Headquarters  in  the  Field  : 
In  what  way  can  I  assist  you?    I  am  able,  perhaps,  to  contribute 
much  assistance,  and  am  very  desirous  of  doing  so  if  I  only  knew  what 
was  most  needed. 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  |  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  8.  )  Petersburg,  Ya.,  April  9,  1865. 

1.  The  major-general  commanding  having  had  Lis  command  increased 
by  that  at  City  Point,  Sutherland's  Station,  and  the  line  connecting 
them,  finds  it  necessary  to  relinquish  the  direct  command  of  the  city  of 
Petersburg,  to  which  command  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero  is  hereby 
assigned,  still  retaining  command  of  his  division. 

2.  General  Ferrero  will  exercise  the  command  in  accordance  with  the 
general  policy  already  announced  in  orders  from  these  headquarters, 
and  will  institute  such  other  measures  for  the  efficient  control  of  the  city 
as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hartsuff : 

J.  M.  HOWAED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


City  Point,  April  9,  1865. 

(Eeceived  12th.) 
Major-General  Webb: 

On  receipt  of  the  dispatch  ordering  my  command  to  the  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac  I  arranged  to  march  up  from  here  early  in  the 
morning,  presuming  the  regiment  would  be  required  to  guard  the 
wagons.  I,  however,  would  now  ask  if  under  present  circumstances 
anything  more  than  a  small  guard  would  be  necessary,  and  if  it  is 
desired  that  the  most  of  the  troops  should  move  by  railroad  if  such 
transportation  can  be  obtained? 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


City  Point,  April  9,  1865. 

(Eeceived  12th.) 
Col.  G.  D.  EUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  you,  through  Major-General 
Warren,  directing  that  my  command  proceed  to  Farmville  to  guard 
supply  trains,  &c.  My  troops  were  sent  to  Burkeville  yesterday  by 
direction  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  receive  prisoners  of 
war  and  conduct  them  to  City  Point.  They  went  in  light-marching 
order,  leaving  knapsacks  and  tents  in  camp.  The  provost-marshal- 
general  calls  upon  me  for  guards  to  conduct  these  prisoners  to  New 
York  and  Coney  Island.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  comply  with  the 
order  at  present,  and  I  wait  farther  instructions. 

CHAELES  H.  T;  COLLIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 
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Richmond,  April  9, 1865. 
Col.  E.  V.  Sumner, 

First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Suffolk : 
Report  to  Brigadier-General  Gordon  and  await  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Weitzel : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  9, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester : 
A  telegram  from  Eichmond  states  that  Mcsby  has  his  headquarters 
at  Gordonsville,  with  a  force  of  about  300  men  engaged  in  scouting. 
Stoneman  is  reported  to  be  at  Wytheville,  but  I  tlunk  that  is  a  mis- 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Winchester,  April  9, 1865. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
General  C.  C.  Augttr  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  sent  yesterday  a  telegram  from  Commander 
Parker,  Potomac  Flotilla,  containing  a  statement  of  the  [engineer  of 
the]  Harriet  De  Ford,  who  says  Mosby's  headquarters  are  at  or  near 
Lancaster,  on  the  Northern  Neck.  The  general  would  like  to  know 
what  information  you  have  of  the  force  there,  and  whether  it  would  be 
advisable  to  send  a  force  of  cavalry  down  the  Neck.  The  general  does 
not  attach  much  importance  to  the  various  statements  he  has  seen,  but 
presumes  you  may  have  some  reliable  information  from  that  quarter. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

Washington,  D.  (].,  April  9, 1865. 


General  C.  H.  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester,  Va.  : 
There  are  four  companies  of  Mosby's  command  in  the  Northern 
Neck,  and  they  have  been  there  all  winter.  The  question  of  sending 
an  expedition  there  from  this  department  is  under  advisement  by 
General  Halleck.  Whether  it  will  be  sent  depends  upon  General  Han- 
cock's movements,  and  will  not  be  decided  until  it  is  known  what  he 
is  to  do.  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  Mosby's  command  has 
left  Loudoun  and  Fauquier  Counties,  and  I  have  800  cavalry  now 
in  those  counties  to  learn  tlie  truth  of  this  rumor.  It  has  been  left  to 
General  Halleck  to  say  whether  I  shall  send  a  force  to  the  Northern 
Neck  or  not. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-  General. 
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Saint  Maky'b,  April  9,  1865. 

(Received  2.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Augur: 

I  learn  that  a  force  of  about  500  men  well  mounted  are  now  on  the 
Neck  collecting  provisions,  forage,  horses,  and  cattle,  and  gradually 
moving  up  toward  Falmouth,  where  they  will  cross  the  Rappahannock 
a  few  days  hence.  I  will  be  at  Fredericksburg  on  Tuesday  evening  or 
early  Wednesday  morning.  Cannot  you  send  a  force  to  intercept  these 
fellows?  Please  answer. 
Respectfully, 

F.  A.  PARKER, 
Commander^  Commanding. 


Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Aemy  Coeps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  9,  1865. 
Commander  F.  A.  Paekek, 

Saint  Mary's,  Md. : 
A  plan  for  sending  a  command  to  the  Northern  Neck  is  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General  Halleck.  Whether  it 
is  to  be  sent  depends  upon  the  movements  of  troops  elsewhere,  and  I 
can  do  nothing  until  the  matter  is  decided  by  those  who  have  it  under 
advisement. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-  General. 


Baltimoee,  April  9,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Moegan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester,  Va. : 
lu  Calvert  and  adjacent  counties  the  inhabitants  are  mostly  rebel 
sympathizers;  there  are  a  few  Union  people.  Rebel  deserters,  guer- 
rillas, and  desperadoes  of  all  sorts  are  constantly  coming  in  there,  com- 
mitting depredations  on,  and  in  some  cases  murdering,  the  Union  peo- 
ple. The  sympathizers  conceal  them.  Several  arrests  have  been  made 
lately ;  the  most  important  are  held,  the  others  sent  out  of  the  State.  A 
small  body  of  cavalry  under  the  commanding  oflficer  at  Annapolis  would 
be  very  effective.  I  also  need  a  small  force  of  cavalry  here,  as  many  of 
the  rebel  deserters  who  do  not  report  are  prowling  around  the  neigh- 
boring country,  and  it  is  such  men  who  will  destroy  the  railroad  bridges 
if  they  can.    All  is  quiet  just  at  present. 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Headquaetees  Middle  Militaey  Division, 

April  9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Dwight, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
Geneeal:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  division,  with  all  the  artillery  and  trains  belonging  to  it,  to  Sum- 
mit Point  to-morrow,  starting  at  9  a.  m.    You  will  please  select  a  con- 
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venient  camp  near  that  place  and  await  further  orders.    The  detailed 
men  of  your  command  and  the  party  at  the  signal  station  will  join  you 
when  specially  relieved  from  these  headquarters. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — This  order  should  have  been  dated  the  10th.    It  is  the  inten- 
tion that  you  should  move  on  the  morning  of  the  10th. 


"War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  9,  1865 — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dix, 

2few  York: 
This  Department  has  just  received  official  report  of  the  surrender, 
this  day,  of  General  Lee  and  his  army  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  on 
the  terms  proposed  by  General  Grant.    Details  will  be  given  speedily 
as  possible. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  9,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Ordered,  That  a  salute  of  200  guns  be  fired  at  the  headquarters  of 
every  army  and  department,  and  at  every  post  and  arsenal  in  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  on  the  day 
of  the  receipt  of  this  order,  in  commemoration  of  the  surrender  of  Gen- 
eral R.  B.  Lee  and  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  to  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Grant  and  the  army  under  his  command.  Report  of  the  receipt 
and  execution  of  this  order  to  be  made  to  the  Adjutant-General,  Wash- 
ington. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

(Copy  to  governors  of  States,  mayors  of  principal  cities,  command- 
ing generals  of  military  departments,  and  others.) 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  9,  1865. 
Hon.  William  M.  Meredith, 

Attorney- General,  Philadelphia: 
I  congratulate  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  upon  the  glorious  achieve- 
ments of  our  gallant  soldiers  and  their  leaders,  which  have  resulted  in 
the  surrender  of  General  Lee. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  10, 1865. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Surrender  of  Lee  produces  the  deepest  impression  here.  Even  the 
most  malignant  women  now  feel  that  the  defeat  is  perfect  and  the 
rebellion  finished,  while  among  the  men  there  is  no  sentiment  but  sub- 
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mission  to  the  power  of  the  nation,  and  a  returning  hope  that  their  indi- 
vidual property  may  escape  confiscation.  The  greatest  rebels  seem 
most  keenly  alive  to  this  consideration,  and  men  like  General  Ander- 
son, the  proprietor  of  the  Tredegar  Works,  are  most  zealous  in  efforts 
to  produce  a  thorough  pacification  and  save  their  ]>ossessions.  Appli- 
cation has  been  made  to  Weitzel  this  morning  to  allow  Mosby  and  his 
men  to  surrender  on  the  same  terms  as  Lee.  He  has  referred  it  to 
General  Grant.  It  is  reported  here  Stoneman  is  in  Lynchburg,  but  I 
do  not  think  the  report  has  any  foundation. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  10  1865 — i  p.  m. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
Telegram  respecting  omission  of  prayer  just  received.  Permission 
was  given  to  open  all  the  churches  yesterday  on  the  general  condition 
that  no  disloyal  sentiments  should  be  uttered.  No  special  authority 
was.  given  to  omit  the  prayer  for  the  President,  but  it  was  distinctly 
understood  that  that  prayer  would  not  be  said  in  the  Episcopal 
churches.  As  I  have  already  reported,  Weitzel  is  of  opinion  that 
this  prayer  should  be  required  of  all  those  denominations  of  whose 
service  it  forms  a  regular  part,  but  on  the  urgent  advice  of  Shepley, 
military  governor,  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Kipley,  he  did  not 
give  a  positive  order  enforcing  it.  In  bringing  about  this  result,  as  I 
was  informed  by  Shepley,  the  influence  of  Campbell  was  exerted,  but 
I  now  learn  that  he  had  no  interview  with  Weitzel  upon  the  subject, 
but  with  Shepley  alone.  Weitzel's  decision  not  to  give  a  positive 
order  was  also  in  a  great  measure  the  result  of  the  President's  verbal 
direction  to  him,  to  let  them  down  easy.  Shepley  also  adduced  in 
favor  of  his  advice  the  examples  of  New  Orleans,  Norfolk,  and 
Savannah,  in  all  of  which  places,  as  he  said,  the  rule  was  not  at  first 
enforced.  1  cannot  learn  that  the  prayer  for  the  President  was  said  in 
any  church,  though  it  is  reported  to  me  that  in  ail  the  Episcopal 
churches,  while  the  President  was  omitted  from  the  prayer,  the  words 
"  all  of  those  in  authority"  were  included. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  April  10,  1865. 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Richmond : 
You  will  proceed  immediately  to  General   Grant's  headquarters. 
Report  your  arrival  there  and  furnish  such  details  as  may  be  of  interest 
or  use  to  the  Department. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Prospect  Station,  April  10,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 

I  am  at  this  point  on  my  return.    The  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  and 
the  cavalry  are  on  their  way  back  to  Burke's  Station.    The  Fifth  and 
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Twenty-fourth  Corps  remain  at  Appomattox  Station  to  arrange  the 
paroles  of  General  Lee's  army.  When  this  is  done  the  Fifth  Corps 
will  join  the  other  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  If  advantage 
is  taken  of  the  present  feeling  in  the  South  I  aiu  greatly  in  hopes  an 
early  peace  will  be  secured. 

U.  B.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  10, 1865 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Eosser  and  the  troops  operating  about  Loudoun  form  part  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  reporting  to  Lee.  Are  they  included  in 
the  surrender,  or  only  those  under  Lee's  immediate  personal  command? 
The  troops  in  Western  Virginia  have  also  gone  as  part  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Prospect  Station,  April  10, 1865 — 9.05  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 
The  surrender  was  only  of  the  men  left  with  the  pursued  army  at  the 
time  of  surrender.  All  prisoners  captured  in  battle  previous  to  the 
surrender  stand  same  as  other  prisoners  of  war,  and  those  who  had 
escaped  and  were  detached  at  the  time  are  not  included.  I  think,  how- 
ever, there  will  be  no  difficulty  now  iu  bringing  in  on  the  terms  volun- 
tarily given  to  General  Lee  all  the  fragments  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  and  it  may  be  the  army  under  Johnston  also.  I  wish 
Hancock  would  try  it  with  Mosby. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Appomattox  Court-House,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 

Agreement  entered  into  this  day  in  regard  to  the  surrender  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia  to  the  United  States  authorities. 

1st,  The  troops  shall  march  by  brigades  and  detachments  to  a 
designated  point,  stack  their  arms,  deposit  their  flags,  sabers,  pistols, 
&c.,  and  from  thence  march  to  their  homes  under  charge  of  their 
officers,  superintended  by  their  respective  division  and  corps  com- 
manders, officers  retaining  their  side  arms,  and  the  authorized  number 
of  private  horses. 

2d.  All  public  horses  and  public  property  of  all  kinds  to  be  turned 
over  to  staff  officers  designated  by  the  United  States  authorities. 

3d.  Such  transportation  as  may  be  agreed  upon  as  necessary  for 
the  transportation  of  the  private  baggage  of  officers  will  be  allowed  to 
accompany  the  officers,  to  be  turned  over  at  the  end  of  the  trip  to  the 
nearest  U.  S.  quartermasters,  receipts  being  taken  for  the  same. 
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4th.  Couriers  and  mounted  meu  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  whose 
horses  are  their  own  private  property,  will  be  allowed  to  retain  them. 
5th.  The  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  shall  be  con- 
strued to  include  all  the  forces  operating  with  that  army  on  the  8th 
instant,  the  date  of  commencement  of  negotiation  for  surrender,  except 
such  bodies  of  cavalry  as  actually  made  their  escape  previous  to  the 
surrender,  and  except  also  such  pieces  of  artillery  as  were  more  than 
twenty  miles  from  Appomattox  Court- House  at  the  time  of  surrender 
on  the  9th  instant. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brevet  Major- General,  U.  iS.  Volunteers. 
W.  MEBRITT, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 
J.  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
J.  B.  GORDON, 

Major-  General. 
W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Prospect,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General,  U.  IS.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
We  are  on  our  return.  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  arrange 
the  conditions  of  the  surrender  of  General  Lee's  army,  and  to  receive 
all  public  property.  Colonel  Lawrence,  chief  quartermaster.  Twenty- 
fourth  Corps,  is  designated  to  take  charge  of  what  pertains  to  the 
quartermaster's  department  and  to  conduct  it  to  Burkeville  Junction, 
and  there  turn  it  over  to  the  depot  quartermaster.  It  will  be  found  in 
very  poor  condition.  I  presume  there  will  be  some  10,000  horses  and 
mules.  No  one  could  tell  the  number,  nor  can  it  be  ascertained  but  by 
actual  count.  I  will  communicate  by  letter  my  views  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  property,  and  will  report  in  detail  the  operations  of  this 
department  during  this  brief  but  most  glorious  and  decisive  campaign. 
The  main  part  of  the  army  is  moving  back.  I  have  provided  for  all 
wants.  The  railroad  will  be  iu  working  order  to-morrow  to  Burkeville 
Junction. 

RUPUS  INGALLS. 


Appomattox  Couet-House,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 
All  officers  commanding  posts,  pickets,  or  detachments  will  pass  Gen- 
eral R.  E.  Lee  through  their  lines  north  or  south  on  presentation  of 
this  pass.  General  Lee  will  be  permitted  to  visit  Richmond  at  any 
time  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  competent  authority,  and  every  facil- 
ity for  his  doing  so  will  be  given  by  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  to  whom 
this  may  be  presented. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

jS'o.  73.  ]  In  the  Field,  April  10,1865. 

I.  All  officers  and  men  of  the  Confederate  service  paroled  at  Appo- 
mattox Court-House,  Va.,  who,  to  reach  their  homes,  are  compelled  to 
pass  through  the  lines  of  the  Union  armies,  will  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
and  to  pass  free  on  all  Government  transports  and  military  railroads. 

II.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  H.  Jackson,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank,  by  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

By  command  of  Lieutenaut-General  Grant : 

E.  S.  PARKBE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

April  10,  1865. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  lieutenant-general  requests  that  you  will  furnish  him  with  a 
brief  summary  of  the  operations  of  the  several  corps  in  your  command 
since  the  last  report  made  to  him  at  Burkeville  Station.    This  for  pub- 
lication. 

Yours,  truly, 

E.  S.  PAKKEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Appomattox  Court-Souse,  April  10,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

At  early  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  the  Second  and 
Sixth  Corps  were  moved  forward,  with  orders  to  continue  the  direct 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy.  The  Fifth  Corps  was  moved  from  the 
extreme  right,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Prince  Edward  Court-House. 
The  Second  Corps  overtook  the  enemy  at  High  Bridge,  where  a  rear 
guard  stand  was  made  and  the  High  Bridge  and  common  bridge  set 
on  fire.  The  Second  Corps  promptly  advanced,  forced  the  passage  of 
the  river,  causing  the  enemy  to  retire,  leaving  in  our  hands  eighteen  guns. 
The  enemy  having  withdrawn  on  the  roads  to  Farmville  and  Lynch- 
burg, Barlow's  division  was  sent  in  pursuit  on  the  former,  whilst  Major- 
General  Humphreys,  with  Miles  and  De  Trobriand,  moved  on  the  latter 
road.  Major-General  Barlow  found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  Farm- 
ville, burning  the  bridges  and  covering  a  wagon  train  moving  on  the 
Lynchburg  road.  Barlow  promptly  attacked,  compelling  the  enemy  to 
evacuate  the  town,  burning  over  130  wagons  and  retiring  on  the  Lynch- 
burg road.  I  regret  to  report  that  in  this  affair  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A. 
Smyth,  a  gallant  and  distinguished  officer,  was  mortally  wounded. 
Major-General  Humphreys,  moving  on  the  road  from  High  Bridge, 
found  the  enemy  in  a  strongly  intrenched  position,  covering  the  inter- 
section of  the  roads  from  Cumberland  Court-House  and  Farmville. 
Major-General  Humphreys  immediately  formed  line  of  battle,  develop- 
ing the  enemy's  position,  which  was  found  too  strong  to  attack  in  front, 
and  he  was  not  able  to  outflank  them  with  only  two  divisions.    Barlow 
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was  withdrawn  from  Farmville.  Whilst  waiting  the  return  of  Barlow, 
hearing  firing  on  the  left,  and  perceiving  the  enemy  to  be  threatening 
his  right  flank,  Major-General  Humphreys,  presuming  the  enemy  was 
being  attacked  from  Farmville  by  troops  known  to  be  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, ordered  an  attack  from  his  extreme  right,  which  was  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss.  Learning  from  prisoners  that  the  whole  of  the 
Confederate  t^rmy  was  in  his  front  intrenched  he  desisted  from  any 
further  offensive  movement  till  the  arrival  of  Barlow,  which  did  not 
occur  till  near  dark. 

The  Sixth  Corps  moved  on  Farmville, but  found  the  road  obstructed, 
first  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  and  afterward  by  the  cavalry,  so 
that  it  was  late  in  the  day  before  Major-General  Wright  reached  that 
place,  when  the  bridges  were  found  burned.  Major-General  Wright 
immediately  commenced  the  construction  of  a  foot  bridge  over  which, 
after  night,  he  crossed  his  infantry,  and  a  pontoon  bridge  having  been 
throvrn  he  crossed  his  artillery  and  trains. 

On  the  8th  the  direct  pursuit  was  continued  by  the  Second  Corps  on 
the  Lynchburg  pike  and  the  Sixth  on  the  plank  road;  the  Fifth  was 
ordered  to  follow  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Appomattox,  Major-General  Wright  finding  fifteen  guns  abandoned  on 
the  road  he  was  x>ursuing. 

On  the  9th  Major-General  Humphreys,  with  the  Second  Corps,  having 
marched  nearly  all  night,  came  up  witli  the  enemy  about  noon  at  a 
point  three  miles  from  Appomattox  Court-House.  Preparations  were 
being  made  to  attack  when  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Lee  to  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding  asking  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 
Understanding  a  truce  had  been  agreed  to  by  Major-General  Ord,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Court-House,  I  acceded  to  one  till  2  p.  m.,  by 
which  time  I  received  the  orders  of  the  lieutenant-general  command- 
ing to  cease  hostilities  till  further  notice,  and  later  in  the  afternoon  1 
was  advised  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  that  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  had  surrendered. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  13.  f  April  10,  1865. 

In  conformity  with  orders  from  headquarters  Armies  of  the  United 
States,  the  troops  of  this  army,  excepting  those  of  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps,  will  move  to  Burkeville  and  there  encamp. 

The  following  detailed  instructions  will  govern  in  the  execution  of 
this  movement,  viz : 

1.  The  Fifth  Army  Corps  will  remain  at  or  near  Appomattox  Court- 
House  until  the  stipulations  for  the  surrender  of  the  Confederate  army, 
known  as  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  shall  have  been  carried  into 
efiect  and  the  captured  and  surrendered  i)roperty  secured. 

2.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  Second  and  Sixth  Army  Corps 
will  at  once  send  their  ammunition  trains,  under  suitable  guards,  to 
Burkeville. 

3.  All  subsistence  stores,  save  those  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  troops  on  the  march  to  Burkeville,  will  be  left 
under  charge  of  Capt.  L.  W.  Muzzey,  commissary  of  subsistence  of  vol- 
unteers, to  be  by  him  turned  over  to  the  Fifth  Army  Corps.  A  guard 
of  not  more  than  500  men  will  be  detailed  by  the  commanding  officer 
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Second  Army  Corps,  to  protect  these  stores.  This  guard  will  be 
relieved  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  by  one  from  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps,  and  will  thereupon  proceed  to  Burkeville. 

4.  Such  empty  wagons  in  each  corps  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
transportation  of  sick  and  wounded  will  be  turned  over  to  the  chief 
medical  officer  of  the  corps  for  this  purpose;  the  remaining  empty 
wagons  will  be  turned  over  to  the  chief  quartermaster  Army  of  the 
Potomac  for  the  transportation  of  captured  and  surrendered  ordnance 
stores. 

5.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  will  furnish,  on 
the  requisition  of  the  chief  ordnance  officer  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the 
fatigue  parties  necessary  to  load  his  wagons  with  the  captured  and 
surrendered  ordnance  stores.  He  will  also  furnish  to  the  chief  (juar- 
termaster  Army  of  the  Potomac,  a  suitable  guard  to  protect  the  train 
till  its  arrival  at  Burkeville. 

G.  The  Sixth  Army  Corps  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  taking  the 
road  direct  to  Farmville  and  thence  to  Burkeville. 

7.  The  Second  Army  Corps  will  follow  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  mov- 
ing from  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  taking  the  road  via  Farm- 
ville and  thence  to  Burkeville. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLE8, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  14.  J  April  10,  1865. 

I.  The  guard  ordered  to  be  furbished  from  the  Secoiid  Army  Corps, 
by  paragraph  3,  General  Orders,  No.  13,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
quarters, for  the  protection  of  subsistence  stores,  will  not  be  relic\"e(l, 
as  therein  directed,  by  a  guard  from  the  Fifth  Army  Corps.  Wlien  the 
necessity  for  it  shall  no  longer  exist  it  will  rejoin  the  Second  Army 
Corps  at  Burkeville  or  elsewhere. 

II.  Paragraph  5,  General  Orders,  No.  13,  current  series,  from  tliese 
headquarters,  is  rescinded.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Second 
Army  Corps  will  leave,  at  its  present  camp,  a  brigade  of  the  corps, 
from  which  will  be  detailed,  on  the  requisition  of  the  chief  ordnaiice 
officer  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  fatigue  i)aities  necessary  to  load  his 
wagons  with  the  ordnance  stores  captured  from  and  surrendered  by  the 
enemy.  When  this  sliall  have  been  done  the  bi  isriide  will  accompany 
the  train,  as  guard,  to  Burkeville.  It  will  then  rejoin  the  Second  Army 
Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  KUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
No.  91.  j  April  10,  1865. 

I.  All  the  troops  belonging  to  the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac,  now  at 
Farmville,  excepting  the  brigade  of  the  Ninth  Corps  left  to  hold  the 
town,  will  leave  at  once  with  the  general  supply  train  for  Burkeville. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquaeters  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

April  10, 1865. 
Major-General  Humphreys  : 

The  geueral  commanding  considers  that  the  condition  of  the  roads 
will  hardly  justify  your  moving  your  corps  until  10  or  10.30  a.  m.  You 
are  authorized  to  govern  your  movements  by  those  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 
You  can  move  whenever  their  progress  can  indicate  a  clear  road  for 
your  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CiEouLAR.I  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 
The  commanding  general  learns  with  regret  that  farms  along  the 
route  of  our  march  have  been  deprived  of  their  horses,  mules,  &c.,  not 
only  without  authority,  but  in  violation  of  express  orders  prohibiting 
such  proceedings.  Such  conduct  will  sully  the  fame  of  the  army,  and 
the  commanding  general  directs  that  the  animals  referred  to  be  at  once 
collected  through  the  inspector  and  provost-marshal's  department  and 
turned  over  to  the  quartermaster's  department  for  return  to  their 
respective  owners  when  practicable. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.  I  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 
Division  commanders  will  at  once  replenish  their  ammunition  to  the 
maximum  required  by  existing  orders  to  be  carried  on  the  person  of 
the  troops,  as  the  ammunition  wagons  will  soon  be  ordered  to  the  rear. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ilumphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  10, 1865. 
It  was  intended  (in  the  order  directing  that  ammunition  sufficient  to 
give  the  maximum  authorized  to  be  carried  on  the  persons  should  be 
issued)  that  the  troops  should  have  forty  rounds  on  the  person.  After 
this  issue  has  been  made  all  empty  wagons  of  the  ammunition  train 
will  be  sent  to  report  to  Major  Cochrane,  assistant  quartermaster  (who 
will  be  found  at  these  headquarters),  to  transport  captured  and  surren- 
dered ordnance  stores.  The  train  will,  however,  be  arranged  so  that 
not  more  than  eighteen  boxes  are  carried  in  a  wagon.  The  train 
(exclusive  of  empty  wagons  before  mentioned)  will  be  assembled  at  4.30 
o'clock  this  p.  m.  by  the  side  of  the  road  at  the  rear  of  the  corps  between 
Third  Division  and  Sixth  Corps,  and  as  soon  as  assembled  will  move  to 
Burkeville  Junction  by  the  way  of  High  Bridge.  Brigadier-General 
De  Trobriand,  connnanding  Third  Division,  will  detail  a  regiment  of 
about  500  men  to  accompany  the  train.  The  commander  of  this  regi- 
ment will  take  charge  of  the  train  and  regulate  the  march.    He  will  be 
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notified  that  the  corps  will  follow  by  that  route  to-morrow.    If  the 
traius  shoald  need  the  amuiunition  train  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  the 
oflScer  commandiiig  regiment  escorting  will  direct  that  train  to  join  the 
traiu  of  the  corps  and  move  with  it  to  Burkeville. 
Bv  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys: 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m.  to  New  Store  on  the  road 
upon  which  it  advanced  to  this  place.  Should  it  move  farther  to-mor- 
row it  will  take  the  plank  road  at  New  Store.  Order  of  march :  First, 
Third  Division  and  its  trains;  second,  Second  Division  and  its  trains; 
third,  the  artillery,  uuder  the  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hazard; 
fourth,  the  First  Division;  fifth,  ambulances;  sixth,  a  rear  guard  to  be 
detailed  by  General  Miles. 

The  pioneers  of  the  Third  Division  will  move  in  advance  of  it,  of  the 
Second  and  First  Divisions  in  advance  of  the  artillery,  and  repair  the 
roads  for  it  where  necessary. 

General  Miles  will  leave  a  brigade  in  its  present  camp,  from  which 
will  be  detailed,  on  the  requisition  of  the  chief  ordnance  officer  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  the  fatigue  parties  necessary  to  load  his  wagons  with 
the  ordnance  stores  captured  from  aud  surrendered  by  the  enemy. 
When  this  shall  have  been  done  the  brigade  will  accompany  the  train 
to  Burkeville,  as  guard,  and  will  then  rejoin  the  corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjxitant-Qeneral.     ■ 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Crawford,  commanding  Third  Division,  and 
Brevet  Major-General  Bartlett,  commanding  First  Division,  will  at  once 
establish  a  picket-line  in  front  of  their -commands.  General  Bartlett's 
line  will  connect  with  the  Twenty-fourth  Corps  on  his  left  and  with 
General  Crawford  on  his  right.  General  Crawford  will  throw  his  line 
well  out  to  the  right.  The  pickets  will  be  instructed  to  allow  no  man 
to  pass  the  line.  It  has  been  reported  that  a  number  of  our  men  have 
already  passed  over  to  the  camps  of  tlie  enemy. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Grifftn : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  )  April  10,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  L.  Chamberlain  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division.    Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  L.  Pearson  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Bartlett: 

WM.  FOWLER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders.]  Headquartees  Sixth  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  at  6  a.  m  to-morrow,  proceeding  to  Burkeville, 
via  Farmville,  in  the  following  order:  First,  Second  Division ;  second, 
Third  Division ;  third,  First  Division ;  fourth.  Artillery  Brigade. 

The  batteries  now  with  the  divisions  will  rejoin  the  Artillery  Brigade 
with  the  exception  of  the  battery  attached  to  the  leading  division, 
which  will  accompany  it.  Corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  this 
battery,  and  other  headquarters  trains  and  ambulances  will  follow  the 
divisions  to  which  they  belong. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistcmt  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 
Major-General  Willcox: 

General:     The    following  dispatch  just  received    from    General 
Williams : 

General  Lee  surrendered  his  army  at  this  place  (Appomattox  Court-House)  yester- 
day. 

P.  M.  LYDIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Burkeville,  April  10, 1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  scouts,  &c.,  received.  As  soon  as  you  get 
anything  definite  in  reference  to  approach  of  rebel  cavalry  from  North 
Carolina  and  of  Mosby,  please  let  me  know  and  make  your  arrange- 
ments to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  In  reference  to  administering 
the  oath  of  allegiance  I  have  received  no  instructions  and  have  none  to 
give.  My  practice  is  to  refuse  to  administer  it.  I  allow  no  safeguards, 
but  furnish  guards  for  the  persons  of  old  men,  women,  and  children  in 
our  immediate  vicinity  and  on  the  route  of  march.  In  reference  to 
taking  the  property  of  inhabitants,  no  jnoperty  should  be  taken  unless 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  army,  and  then  under  the 
direction  of  ])roper  officers.  Indiscriminate  pillaging  should  be  pre- 
vented. In  reference  to  establishing  depots  on  line  of  railway  I  have 
no  authority.  I  i)resume  that  military  depots  will  be  kept  up.  I  will, 
however,  endeavor  to  arrange  it.  On  issuing  to  persons  outside  of 
your  command  you  must  endeavor  to  replenish  your  stock  from  rail- 
road depots. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Burkeville,  April  10,  1865 — 11.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  in  reference  to  suggestions  of 
General  Ewell.    General  Grant  has  not  yet  arrived.    I  will  submit 
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your  dispatch  to  him,  but  I  have  no  idea  that  it  will  produce  any  eflfect. 
General  Ewell  and  party  are  prisoners  of  war,  and  are  to  be  treated  as 
such.  We,  of  course,  have  no  authority  in  th«»  mastter  other  than  to 
turn  them  over  to  the  guard  from  City  Point  coming  to  receive  them. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Circular.]      Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Cori'S, 

April  10,  1865. 
Inclosed  works  of  dimensions  for  garrisons  of  at  least  200  men  and 
two  guns  each  will  at  once  be  thrown  up  at  Ford's,  Wilson's,  and 
Blacks  and  Whites  Stations.  The  works  will  be  surrounded  by  abatis, 
which  will  be  so  planted,  about  aeventy-flve  yards  from  the  works,  as  not 
to  obstruct  the  view  of  the  ground  immediately  beyond.  Brigade  com- 
manders in  charge  of  the  respective  stations  will  locate  the  works  and 
complete  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox: 

WM.  V.  EICHAEDS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


April  10, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Forsyth, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  presume  the  detail  of  officers  to  carry  out  the  details  of 
the  stipulations,  &c.,  includes  me,  though  the  initials  of  the  name  are 
not  mine.    I  am  called  "A.  S.  Merritt."    Please  have  it  corrected. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MEERITT, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Army  of  the  James,  Va.,  April  lo,  1865. 
Major-General  Merritt, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General  :  General  Gibbon  has  just  learned  that  General  Lee  or  some 
of  his  ofiBcers  will  soon  be  at  the  Court-House.  The  general  wishes  you 
to  meet  him  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

EDWAED  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Prospect  Station,  April  10, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail 
one  brigade  of  your  division  to  escort  Lieutenant  General  Grant  to 
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Burke's  Station  to-morrow,  the  brigade  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  6 
a.  m.,  and  the  commanding  oflScer  of  the  brigade  to  report  at  General 
Grant's  headquarters  at  that  hour. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  NEWHALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Orders.]  Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Prospect  Station,  April  10, 1865. 

Tlie  command  will  move  to-morrow  morning  at  6  o'clock  for  Burke's 
Station,  via  Prince  Edward  Oourt-Honse,  and  will  encamp  to-morrow 
evening  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandy  Creek  Church.  The  ground  will  be 
designated  by  an  officer  from  these  headquarters.  All  officers  will  be 
held  responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  their  men.  Forage  must  be 
procured  by  authorized  forage  parties. 

Tlie  following  will  be  the  order  of  march :  First,  the  command  of 
General  Custer;  second,  Second  Division,  Major-General  Crook  com- 
manding. Ma,ior-General  Crook  will  detail  a  suitable  rear  guard  to 
escort  and  cover  the  trains.  All  wagons  except  headquarters  wagons 
will  move  in  rear  of  the  command. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff.' 


Speoial        )         Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 
Field  Orders.  )      l^ear  Appomattox  Court-House,  April  10,  186!). 

The  Second  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Corps,  and  Battery  M,  First- U.  S. 
Artillery,  and  tlie  trains  belonging  to  the  command,  will  return  to  Eicb- 
moud  under  command  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  H.  Jackson  (who  has  been 
assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank).  Three  days'  rations 
will  be  taken  with  the  command.  All  staff'  officers  of  the  division  will 
report  to  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Jackson  without  delay.  The  sec- 
tion of  Battery  M  attached  to  General  Mackenzie's  division  will  report 
to  its  battery. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

H.  B.  SCOTT, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Appomattox  Court-House,  April  10,  1865. 

Major-General  Gibbon, 

Commanding  Twenty  fourth  Army  Corps: 

On  completion  of  the  duties  assigned  you  at  this  place  yon  will  proceed 
with  the  two  divisions  of  your  command  now  hero,  and  the  cavalry 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mackenzie,  to  Lynchburg, 
Va.  It  is  desirable  that  there  shall  be  as  little  destruction  of  private 
property  as  possible.  If  you  find  Lynchburg  has  been  already  occu- 
pied by  our  forces  you  can  return  to  Burke's  Station  so  soon  as  the 
fact  is  known  to  you.  On  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Lynchburg  send  a 
summons  for  the  city  to  surrender.    If  it  does  so  respect  all  private 
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property  ami  parole  officers  and  men  garrisoning  the  place  same  as 
has  been  done  here.  If  resistance  is  made  you  will  be  governed  by 
your  own  judgment  about  the  best  course  to  pursue.  If  the  city  is 
surrendered,  as  it  will  in  all  probability  be,  take  possession  of  all  pub- 
lic stores;  such  as  may  be  of  use  to  your  command  appropriate  to 
their  use;  the  balance  distribute  among  the  poor  of  the  city.  Save 
all  the  rolling-stock  of  the  railroads,  and  if  you  find  it  practicable  to 
do  so  bring  it  to  Farmville  and  destroy  a  bridge  to  the  rear  of  it. 
Destroy  no  other  portion  of  the  road.  All  the  warlike  material  you 
find  destroy  or  carry  away  with  you.  This  accomplished,  return  to 
Burke's  Station  with  your  command  and  report  your  arrival  to  the 
department  commander  by  telegraph. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquaeteks  Twenty-fourth  Akmy  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Are  our  ofQcers  and  men  prisoners  in  the  enemy's  hands  and  captured 
with  their  army  to  return  to  duty,  or  are  they  to  wait  a  regular  exchan  ge  t 
I  think  they  ought  to  be  returned  to  duty  at  once. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major- General. 


Prospect  Station,  April  lo,  ISfiff — 9.;S0  p.  m. 

Majior-General  Gibbon, 

Appomattox  Station  : 
I  suppose  our  men  held  by  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  surrender  could 
properly  be  claimed  as  recaptured,  and  that  General  Lee  would  not  have 
objected  to  it,  but  he  asked  me  what  I  proposed  in  the  matter,  and  I 
told  him  that  I  would  regard  them  as  prisoners  of  war  delivered  up  to 
us  to  be  paroled  until  exchanged. 

TT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

April  10,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Poster, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  brigade 
commanders  of  colored  troops  in  your  command  report  at  once  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  of  General  Ord's  staff. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Copy  to  Brevet  Major-General  Turner,  commanding  Independent 
Diviaion.) 
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Headquarters  Twenty-fottrth  Army  Corps, 

Army  of  the  James, 

April  10, 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner, 

Commanding  Independent  Division : 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  relieve  the 
I)icket-line  of  the  Second  Division,  Twenty-flfth  Army  Corps,  now  on 
your  front,  with  troops  of  this  command.     You  will  report  compliance 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

EDWARD  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-foitrth  Army  Corps, 

April  10,  It^aS. 
Brij;ra<]ier-General  Mackenzie, 

Commanding  Cavalry  JHrision : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will 
send,  without  delay,  one  brigade  of  your  command  to  the  road  north  of 
the  Appomattox  Court-House,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  sabers, 
accouteruients,  &c.,  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Confederate  army  sun-eiidered 
to  the  United  States  ou  the  0th  instant.  They  will  be  placed  in  posi- 
tion by  Major  Enibler,  aide  decamp,  who  will  be  on  the  road.  The 
brigade  will  remain  in  jjosition  all  night. 

Very  respectfully,  vou"  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  10, 1865. 

(Received  4  p.^'m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  orders  in  relation  to  religious  services  in  Richmond  were  verbal, 
and  were  applicable  alike  to  all  religious  denominations,  without  dis- 
tinction of  sect.  They  were,  in  substance,  that  no  expression  would  be 
allowed  in  any  part  of  any  church  service,  in  the  form  of  prayer, 
preaching,  or  singing,  which  in  any  way  impliea  a  recognition  ol  any 
other  authority  than  that  of  the  United  States,  or  gave  any  counte- 
nance to  the  rebellion.  The  clergy  were  notified  that  any  prayers  for 
the  rebel  Government  or  oflRcials,  or  for  the  success  of  the  rebellion, 
would  be  considered  as  treason,  and  punished  as  such.  As  in  the  ritual 
ill  use  in  the  Episcopal  churches  here  there  was  a  form  of  prayer  for 
the  rebel  authorities  they  were  ordered  to  omit  it.  No  orders  were  given 
as  to  what  would  be  preached  or  prayed  for,  but  only  as  to  what  would 
not  be  permitted.  Neither  in  New  Orleans,  Norfolk,  Charleston, 
.Savannah,  or  any  other  captured  city,  as  I  have  been  informed,  have 
the  Episcopal  churches  been  ordered  at  first  to  adopt  the  form  of 
prayer  for  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Do  you  desire  that  I 
should  order  this  form  of  prayer  to  be  used  in  the  Episcopal,  Roman 
Catholic,  Hebrew,  and  other  churches  where  they  have  a  prescribed 
liturgy  and  form  of  prayer?    I  have  had  personally  but  three  inter- 
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views  with  Judge  Campbell — two  of  tbem  in  the  presence  of,  and  the 
other  by  the  written  command  of,  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
In  neither  of  these  interviews  was  any  question  discussed  in  relation 
to  church  or  prayers.  Those  interviews  were  all  held  with  a  view  to 
attain  a  certain  result,  and  to  attain  this  result  I  was  advised  by  the 
President  to  make  concessions  in  small  matters.  Tlie  above  was  done 
in  accordance  with  this  advice.  The  autograph  order  from  the  Presi- 
dent, which  I  now  have,  compels  me  to  hold  conference  with  Judge 
Campbell  on  a  certain  subject.  The  surrender  of  Lee's  army  removes 
the  necessity  for  further  conference.  Shall  I  stop  if?  The  Hon. 
Green  Clay  Smith  has  just  called  on  me,  and  says  that  in  the  Episcopal 
church  which  he  attended  prayers  were  offered  for  those  in  authority. 
Similar  prayers,  I  am  told,  were  oifered  in  other  Episcopal  churches, 
and  all  present  understood  them  to  refer  to  our  Government. 

In  the  course  I  have  pursued,  by  following  the  advice  of  the  Presi- 
dent, I  have  intended  to  show  him  the  greatest  respect,  instead  of  any 
disrespect.  One  of  my  staff  conferred  with  Mr.  Dana,  the  Assistant 
Secretary,  and  distinctly  understood  him  to  authorize  and  sanction 
my  course  upon  this  subje'^t. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-Oeneral. 


EiCHMOND,  April  10, 18CS. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

The  ]»eople  liere  are  anxious  that  Mosby  should  be  included  in  Lee's 
surrender.    They  say  he  b<51ongs  to  that  army. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  April  10,  ISO'). 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

If  Colonel  Sumner  has  not  started  for  these  headquarters  with  his 
regiment,  or  if  he  is  within  reach,  place  him  south  of  Petersburg  on 
duty  with  his  regiment.    I  expect  to  reach  llichmond  to  morrow. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  4.  )  Petersburg,  Va.,  April  10,  1805. 

2.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  S.  Russell,  commanding  brigade,  Twenty-fifth 
Army  Corps,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of 
City  Point,  Va.,  relieving  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Collis.  General 
Collis  will  turnover  to  General  Russell  all  the  quarters,  books,  papers, 
and  property  pertaining  to  the  post,  together  with  the  instructions  that 
have  governed  him.  Until  further  orders  General  Russell  will  exer- 
cise his  command  under  these  instructions.  General  Collis  will  march 
immediately  with  his  command  to  Farmville,  in  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions of  General  Meade  through  General  Warren. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hartsuff: 

J.  M.  HOWARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


698  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  LVm. 

Peteesbueg,  April  10, 1865. 
General  Weitzel: 

Have  just  learned  that  Mr,  Woodbury,  special  agent  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  gathered  up  several  bags  of  papers  in  the  back  yard  of 
the  Weldon  railroad  depot  which  are  probably  those  referred  to  in  Mr. 
Dana's  dispatch.  They  have  been  sent  to  Norfolk  where  they  can  yet 
be  examined. 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Major-General. 


Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal-Geneeal, 

Armies  operating  against  Eichmond, 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  IC^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  L.  Hartsuff, 

Commanding  U.  IS.  Forces,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Collis  is  acting  under  the  orders  of  Lien- 
ten  ant-General  Grant,  dated  April  8,  at  Burkeville,  and  his  command 
can  neither  be  relieved  nor  removed  from  here  until  the  prisoners  now 
en  route  to  this  place  are  turned  over  to  General  Hoffman,  commissary- 
general  of  piisoiiers.  As  this  will  consume  two  or  three  days  I  beg  that 
Orders,  No.  4,  from  your  office,  may  be  temporarily  suspended,  so  far  as 
the  assignment  of  General  liussell  to  immediate  command  is  concerned. 

M.  E.  PATEICK, 
Provost  Marshal- General. 

(Copy  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  H.  T.  Collis,  commanding  post.   City 
Point,  Va.) 


Petersburg,  April  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  L.  Hartsuff, 

Commanding : 
General  :  The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Petersburg,  desirous  of  con- 
ferring with  influential  citizens  of  Eichmond  on  the  steps  proper  to  be 
taken  in  the  existing  military  condition  of  affairs  with  a  view  to  the 
restoration  of  civil  government,  respectfully  ask  passports  to  visit 
Eichmond  and  return  for  that  purpose.  As  we  may  find  it  advisable 
to  remain  for  a  few  days  we  suggest  that  the  passports,  if  granted,  be 
so  framed  as  not  to  expire  before  Saturday  next. 

A.  M.  KEILEY. 
WILLIAM  T.  JOYNES. 
J.  M.  VENABLE, 
JOHN  LYON. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  10, 1865, 
Colonel  Adams, 

Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  SutlierlanWs  Station: 
Colonel  Sanders  has  been  ordered  to  the  front  and  has  left  this  line. 
Draw  your  own  line  in  as  much  as  may  be  needed  so  that  you  can 
extend  along  the  railroad  westward  to  connect  with  the  Ninth  Corps 
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wherever  you  may  find  it.  Use  your  dismounted  men  as  small  guards 
immediately  on  the  railroad  through<Hit  the  line  covered  by  your  pick- 
ets, so  as  to  protect  such  places  on  the  road  as  could  be  easily  and 
quickly  destroyed  or  injured,  and  report  the  new  line  you  take  up. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  I).  C,  April  10, 18G5 — 3  p.  m, 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Va.: 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  will  have  printed  and  circu- 
lated the  correspondence  between  Generals  Grant  and  Lee  on  the  sur- 
render of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  All  detachments  and  strag- 
glers from  that  army  will,  upon  complying  with  the  conditions  agreed 
upon,  be  paroled  and  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes.  Those  who 
do  not  so  surrender  will  be  brought  in  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  guer- 
rilla chief  Mosby  will  not  be  paroled. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Wae  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  10,  1865. 
Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington: 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  salute  of  200  guns  be  fired 
in  front  of  the  City  Hal  1  in  this  city  at  12  o'clock  to-day.    Please  acknowl- 
edge receipt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  10, 1865.  ' 
Major-General  AUGUR, 

Commanding,  Washington : 
General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  cavalry  force  with  a 
section  of  artillery  be  sent  to  the  Neck  between  the  Potomac  and  Rap- 
pahannock Elvers.  They  will  be  supplied  with  printed  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  Generals  Grant  and  Lee,  for  the  surrender  of 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  for  distribution  through  the  country. 
All  detached  parties  or  stragglers  belonging  to  that  army  who  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  surrender  will  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes  on  parole.  Those  who  do  not  comply  with  those  terms  will  be 
brought  in  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  guerrilla  chief  Mosby  will  under 
no  consideration  be  paroled.  Having  broken  up  all  hostile  organiza- 
tions on  the  Neck  the  party  will  return  to  Washington.  You  will 
arrange  with  the  Navy  Department  for  the  co-operation  of  gun-boats. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  amd  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headqiiakteks  202d  Pennsylvania  Voluntbees, 

Fairfax  Station,  Va.,  April  10, 1865. 
Capt.  Charles  I.  Wickersham, 

AsHistant  Adjutant-  General : 
One  hundred  and  seventy-five  rebels  were  reported  two  miles  south 
of  this.    Colonel  Albright  has  gone  in  pursuit  of  them  and  has  not  yet 
returned. 

W.  N.  STERRETT, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Adjutant. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  April  10, 1865. 

(Received  7.35  p.  m.) 
Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Colonel  :  It  is  reported  that  about  175  of  Mosby's  men  came  down  to 
capture  thetrain  at  Burke's  Station  about  5 o'clock  this  morning.  Notice 
was  given  to  Colonel  Albright,  and  about  9  o'clock  a  body  of  cavalry 
attacked  the  guerrillas  near  Burke's  Station,  completely  routing  them, 
killing  and  capturing  several. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

Colonel,  &c. 


Fairfax  Couet-Hotjse,  Ya.,  April  10, 1865. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel:  1  am  just  informed  by  Colonel  Albright  that  about  175 
rebel  cavalry  were  seen  two  miles  south  of  his  post,  and  that  he  took 
a  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  went  after  the  rebels 
at  once.  Nothing  as  yet  heard  from  the  cavalry  under  Sweitzer  and 
Clendenin,  who  went  to  the  Loudoun  Valley  as  previously  reported. 

WM.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


Headquarters  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  Washington: 

Colonel:  The  detachment  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  which 
went  out  this  morning  as  previously  reported  from  Fairfax  Station,  met 
Mosby's  battalion,  from  the  Northern  Neck,  under  Captain  Baylor,  and, 
as  usual,  whipped  it  like  the  devil.  The  Eighth  captured  a  number  of 
hoises  and  some  prisoners.  Had  a  few  men  wounded  and  half  a  dozen 
horses  killed.    A  detailed  report  will  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable. 

WM.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Wanhington,  D,  C,  April  10, 1865. 
General  Gamble, 

Commanding,  Fairfax  Court-House: 
Please  iuform  me  if  the  rebels  under  Captain  Baylor,  that  your  men 
fought  today,  are  a  part  of  Major  Chapman's  command  in  the  Northern 
Neuk;  and  if  so  learn  where  Chapman  "is  with  the  remainder  of  his 
command.    Answer  by  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major- General, 


Fairfax  Court-Housb,  April  10, 1865— 9.30  p.  m. 

(Keceived  10.10  p.  m.) 
Col.  J.  H.  Taylor: 

The  scout  under  Colonel  Cleudenin,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  to  Lou- 
doun Valley  has  just  returned.  Captured  2  rebels  and  20  horses. 
Mosby,  with  one  battalion,  on  Saturday  crossed  Blue  Itidge  to  the 
Shenandoah  to  capture  and  plunder  Hancock's  trains  south  of  Win- 
chester when  a  safe  opportunity  offers.  One  company  of  Mosby's  men 
was  sent  to  Maryland  to  plunder  some  of  the  banks  there.  One  com- 
pany of  Mosoy's  men  was  sent  to  steal  horses  from  my  lines.  The  bat- 
talion from  the  Northern  Neck  came  to-day  to  steal  the  quartermaster's 
animals  at  Burke's  Station,  and  was  badly  whipped  by  the  Eighth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry  at  Fairfax  aud  Burke's  Station.  Five  rebels  killed,  G  horses 
and  equipments  captured,  and  8  hirses  killed.  Our  loss  was  2  men 
slightly  wounded,  5  horses  killed,  and  4  horses  wounded.  The  rebels 
outnumbered  us  three  to  one,  but  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  will  tight 
anything.  General  Augur's  telegram  received,  aud  will  be  answered 
to-morrow  murniiig. 

WM.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


April  10, 1865. 
General  Gamble  : 

I  have  just  come  into  camp  from  a  fight  with  a  battalion  of  Mosby's 
men,  under  command  of  Captain  Baylor.  I  whipi)ed  him  like  thunder, 
captured  a  number  of  liorses  and  some  provisions.  Had  a  few  men 
wounded  and  a  half  dozen  horses  killed.  Will  send  a  full  account  at 
an  early  hour. 

CHAS.  ALBEIGHT, 

Colonel. 


Winchester,  April  10, 1865. 
General  Stevenson: 

Dwight's  divison  moves  to  Summit  Point  to-day.  You  can  then 
relieve  all  dismounted  cavalry  as  far  as  Charlestown.  General  Dwight 
will  be  directed  to  protect  the  railroad  from  your  post  at  Charlestown 
to  the  Opequou  bridges. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

Winchester,  Va.,  April  10, 1865. 
General  Egan: 

Lee  has  surrendered  his  army.  Officers  and  men  allowed  to  go  to 
their  homes  on  parole.     A  salute  will  be  fired  here. 

C.  H.  MORGAN. 

P.  S. — The  War  Department  orders  a  salute  of  200  guns  at  the  head- 
quarters of  every  army,  post,  and  arsenal  the  day  this  order  is  received. 
Execution  of  this  order  to  be  acknowledged. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Troops  West  op  Sleepy  Creek, 
Dept.  of  W.  Virginia  and  First  Infantry  Div., 

Cumberland,  Md.,  April  10,  I860. 

Hon.  A.  1.  BOREMAN, 

Governor  of  West  Virginia,  Wheeling : 
Governor  :  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  now  in  this  depart- 
ment no  large  bodies  of  armed  rebels,  and  that  the  reasonable  presump- 
tion may  be  indulged  that  West  Virginia  will  not  be  again  visited  by 
the  enemy  in  force,  I  am  disposed  favorably  to  the  poUcy  of  turning 
over  to  the  civil  authorities,  whenever  practicable,  for  trial  and  disposi- 
tion, persons  arrested  for  offenses  committed  within  the  limits  of  your 
State.  To  enable  me  to  act  advisedly  in  the  matter  I  would  be 
pleased  to  be  informed  regarding  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  State 
laws  for  the  conviction  and  punishment  of  offenders,  and  particularly 
whether  the  civil  courts  are  established  and  in  operation  in  all  the 
counties,  and  if  not  whether  any  statutory  enactment  exists  looking 
to  the  arraignments  and  trial  in  counties  other  than  those  in  which  the 
offenses  were  committed ;  also  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the 
judges  and  other  prominent  officers  of  the  several  judicial  districts, 
together  with  any  other  information  which  you  may  deem  of  impor- 
tance in  the  matter  suggested. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  East, 

No.  26,  ]  New   York  City,  April  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  hereby  assumes  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  East  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Major- 
General  Dix. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Peck : 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Me.,  April  10, 1865. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

Glory  to  God  in  the  highest. 

SAML.  CONY, 

Governor. 
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Springfield,  April  10, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

A   thousand  thanks  fur  your  dispatch  of  last  night.      I  start  for 
Washington  to-inorrow. 

E.  J.  OGLESBY, 
Governor  of  Illinois. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  April  10,  1863. 
Governor  Peikpoint, 

Alexandria,  Va. : 
Please  come  up  and  see  me  at  once. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqks.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  74.  )  In  the  Field,  April  11,  1865. 

I.  The  commanding  officer  of  TJ.  S.  forces  at  Farmville,  Va.,  will 
parole  all  prisoners  of  war  at  that  place  and  permit  them  to  go  to 
their  homes,  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States  until 
properly  exchanged. 

II.  Paragraph  I  of  Special  Orders,  No.  48,  of  date  March  10, 1865,* 
from  these  headquarters,  suspending  "  trade  operations  within  the 
State  of  Virginia,  except  that  portion  known  as  the  Eastern  Shore, 
and  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  and  that  por- 
tion of  the  State  of  Georgia  immediately  bordering  on  the  Atlantic, 
including  the  city  of  Savannah,  until  further  orders,"  is  hereby  revoked. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWEliS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Burke's  Station,  April  11,  1865. 

Major-General  Meade, 

Farmville : 
I  think  it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  direct  supplies  to  be  unloaded 
at  Farmville  to  be  issued  to  troops  as  they  return.    Take  your  own 
time  in  returning  to  Burke's  Station.     When  you  .get  here  let  the 
troops  go  into  camp  and  await  further  orders. 

U.  S,  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genirai. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  Field,  Vu.,  April  11,  1865. 

MaJ.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Commanding  Army  oj  the  Potomac: 
General  :  Tou  will  please  leave  a  garrison  of  at  least  one  brigade 
at  Farmville  until  all  the  troops  and  trains  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 

*See  Part  II,  p. 91D^  ~ 
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Appomattox  have  moved  forward  to  Burkeville,  or  to  points  south  of 
there,  when  it  will  break  up  the  post  at  Farmville  and  join  its  com- 
mand. 
By  command  of  Lieuteuant-General  Grant : 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  92.  ]  April  11,  1865. 

I.  In  conformity  with  instructions  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant 
the  brigade  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  now  garrisoning  Farmville,  Va.,  will 
remain  at  that  point  till  all  the  troops  of  the  United  States  shall  hHve 
crossed  the  Appomattox,  and  moved  to  Burkeville,  or  south  of  that 
place,  when  it  will  rejoin  the  corps. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


ExEctiTiTE  Department  op  Virginia, 

Danville,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  tf.  S.  Forces : 

General:  The  government  of  Virginia,  of  which  I  am  the  execu- 
tive head,  is  for  the  present  located  in  this  town.  Elected  by  the  peo- 
ple, under  an  organized  State  constitution,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  of  tbe  Commonwealth,  it  is  my  duty  to  look  to  the  interests  of  tbe 
people  to  tlie  best  of  my  ability.  In  view  of  the  reported  surrender 
of  General  Lee,  and  in  ignorance  of  its  terms.  I  respectfully  propouud 
the  following  questions:  Will  tbe  State  government,  represented  by 
me,  be  sui)erseded  by  a  military  or  civil  organization  under  your 
authority  or  that  of  tlie  Fediral  Government ?  Will  the  State  officials 
of  the  \  irginia  government  be  subjected  to  military  arrest,  and  will 
they  be  allowed  jjcaceably  to  leave  the  State  for  Europe  should  they 
desire  to  do  so?  I  send  this  dispatch  in  charge  of  my  aide,  Lieut.  Col. 
P.  B.  Smith,  and  William  D.  Coleman,  esq.,  of  this  town,  who  will 
receive  j'our  reply,  which  I  respectlully  ask. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SMITH. 


Hdqrs.  Detach.  Fiftieth  New  York  Vol.  Engineers, 

Farmville,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 

Bvt.  Col.  J.  C.  DUANE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Colonel:  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following-named 
ofBcers  for  promotion: 

First.  Maj.  James  H.  McDonald,  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer  Engi- 
neers, to  be  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
services  in  front  of  Petersburg  since  December  1,  1864,  in  superintend- 
ing the  construction  of  field-works  and  obstructions  under  the  enemy's 
fire,  for  persistently  remaining  on  active  duty  in  the  field  while  suffer- 
ing from  a  painful  wound  received  at  Fredericksburg  on  the  11th  of 
December,  186:i,  instead  of  accepting  a  position  offered  Jiira  in  the 
Invalid  or  Veteran  Eeserve  Corps,  and  for  etficieut  and  meritorious 
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services  in  constructing  roads  and  bridges,  and  opening  communica- 
tions for  the  army  and  army  trains  since  the  commencement  of  the 
advance  on  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  29th  of  March  last. 

Second.  Maj.  William  W.  Folwell,  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer 
Engineers,  to.  be  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious services  in  front  of  Petersburg  since  December  1,  1864,  in 
superintending  the  construction  of  field-works  and  obstructions  under 
the  enemy's  fire,  for  efficiency  in  fitting  up  and  preparing  pontoon 
trains  for  the  field,  and  for  efficient  and  meritorious  services  in  con- 
structing roads  and  bridges  during  the  late  movements  of  the  army. 

Third.  Charles  N.  Hewitt,  surgeon,  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer 
Engineers  and  surgeon-in-chief  Engineer  Brigade,  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  front  of  Fred- 
ericksburg on  the  11th  and  12th  of  December,  1862,  for  his  careful  and 
skillful  treatment  of  the  wounded  of  his  own  and  other  regiments  on 
that  occasion,  for  the  same  good  conduct  at  the  construction  of  the 
bridges  at  Franklin  crossing,  below  Fredericksburg,  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1863,  for  the  able  and  skillful  manner  in  which  he  has  managed  the 
afiairs  of  his  department  since  the  crossing  of  the  liapidan  in  the 
spring  of  1864,  for  his  untiring  zeal  and  energy  in  searching  out  all  the 
men  of  his  regiment  sent  to  general  hospitals,  and  having  them  as  well 
as  the  men  in  his  own  hospital  returned  to  duty  as  soon  as  they  are 
able,  as  shown  in  his  reports  to  the  medical  director  of  the  army,  and 
especially  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  managed  his  depart- 
ment since  the  commencement  of  the  late  movements  of  the  army. 

Fourth.  Capt.  Martin  Van  Brocklin,  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer 
Engineers,  brevet  majjor,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  be  lieutenant-colonel  by 
brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  superintending  under  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  the  construction  of  field-works  and  obstructions  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  since  December,  1864,  for  his  skill  and  judgment 
displayed  in  the  construction  of  Fort  Stevenson,  for  his  promptness 
and  universal  good  conduct  as  an  officer,  and  especially  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  has  handled  his  pontoon  train  during  the  late 
movement  of  the  army,  and  the  skillful  and  rapid  manner  in  which  his 
bridges  were  constructed  over  Hatcher's  Eun,  Gravelly  Eun,  and  the 
Appomattox,  at  Farmville. 

Fifth.  Capt.  Michael  H.  McGrath,  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer 
Engineers,  to  be  major  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  in  superintending,  under  the  enemy's  fire,  the 
construction  of  field-works  and  obstructions  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
particularly  for  good  conduct  in  the  construction,  under  a  heavy  fire, 
of  the  two  redoubts  in  the  rear  of  the  main  line,  near  the  Avery  house 
and  Friend  house,  and  also  for  valuable  services  in  opening  communi- 
cations and  building  roads  and  bridges  during  the  late  movements  of 
the  army. 

Very  respectfully, 

I.  SPAULDDTG, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.  J 

Hbadquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  20, 1865. 
Eespectfally  forwarded  approved. 

J.  C.  DUANE, 
Maj.  of  jEngs.  and  Bvt.  Col., 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  rotomac. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquaeteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  31,  1865. 
Ecsjiectfally  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  approved. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Orders,  l  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

April  11,  1865. 

The  corps  will  resume  its  march  toward  Burkeville  to-morrow,  start- 
ing punctually  at  6  a.  m.  The  route  of  march  will  be  by  the  cross-road 
to  plank  road  at  New  Store,  then  the  right-hand  fork,  tliree  quarters  of 
a  mile  beyond  the  church  on  the  cross-road,  then  the  plank  road 
through  Farmville.  Order  of  march :  First,  Second  Division  and  its 
trains;  second.  First  Division  and  its  trains;  third,  artillery  and  its 
trains;  fourth,  Third  Division  and  its  trains;  fifth,  ambulances;  sixth, 
rear  guard,  to  be  detailed  by  General  De  Trobriand.  The  pioneers  of 
Second  Division  will  move  in  advance  of  it;  of  the  First  and  Third  in 
advance  of  the  artillery,  to  repair  the  road  for  it  when  necessary. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Humphreys : 

C.  A.  WHITTIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 

April  11,1865, 
Major-General  Griffin, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
General:  I  am  directed  by  General  Gibbon  to  say  that  he  wishes 
you  to  send  two  companies  to  Appomattox  Station  to  guard  the  rail- 
road trains,  to  go  with  the  trains  down  the  road  to  Farmville,  and  that 
one  regimejit  be  sent  to  the  Court-House  to  guard  captured  property. 
He  also  says  you  will  oblige  him  by  sending  one  division  to  relieve 
General  Turner's  at  12  m.  to-day.  General  Turner  is  now  in  position 
near  the  Court  House,  receiving  the  arms  of  General  Lee's  army.  He 
desires  General  Turner  to  be  prepared  to  move  in  the  morning. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  H.  POTTER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  87.  j  April  11,  1865. 

I.  Brevet  Major-General  Crawford  will  at  once  send  two  companies 
properly  officered  toAppomattox  Station  to  guard  the  railroad  train  sand 
to  go  with  the  train  down  the  road  to  Farmville.  He  will  also  send  one 
regiment  to  Appomattox  Court-House  to  guard  captured  property. 

II.  Brevet  Major-General  Bartlett,  commanding  First  Division,  will 
at  12  m.  to  day  relieve  General  Turner's  division,  Twenty  fourth  Corps, 
which  is  710W  in  position  near  the  Court-House,  receiving  the  arms  of 
General  Lee's  army. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  GriflBn : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Jirevct  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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General  Orders,  f  Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Div., 

>  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

iJo.  3.  )  April  11,  1805. 

I.  The  general  commiuiding  having  been  ordered  to  another  com- 
mand hereby  takes  leave  of  this  brigade.  In  thus  parting  from  troops 
to  whom  he  has  become  attached  by  their  soldierly  behavior  and  gallant 
conduct  in  battle,  the  general  cannot  forbear  to  express  his  satisfaction 
that  the  whole  course  of  this  brief  campaign  found  the  First  Brigade 
in  the  front  line  and  at  its  triumphant  close  they  exchanged  the  last 
shots  with  the  enemy.  To  the  officers  of  the  Held,  staff,  and  line,  he 
tenders  his  thanks  for  their  fidelity  and  courtesy,  and  to  the  whole  com- 
mand the  assurance  of  his  deep  interest  in  them  and  of  the  pride  with 
which  he  will  ever  remember  that  he  once  commanded  the  First  Brigade. 
By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Chamberlain: 

THOMAS  MITCHELL, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Appomattox  Court-Mouse,  April  11,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-Geueral  Crawford, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  one  good 
brigade  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas,  chief  quartermaster, 
at  these  headquarters,  to  accompany  the  captured  transportation  to 
Burkeville.  The  brigade  to  report  as  soon  as  possible  this  evening. 
The  pioneers  of  the  brigade  will  accompany  it.  The  brigade  com- 
mander will  report  his  arrival  at  Burkeville  to  these  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headqxtarters  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  11,  l,S(i'j. 

Bvt.  Col.  Fred.  T.  Locke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps  : 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  headquarters  Fifth 
Army  Corps  a  regiment  of  General  Coulter's  brigade  (One  hundred  and 
twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers)  was  detailed  to  guard  captured 
property  at  Appomattox  Court-House,  I  have  the  honor  to  inquire 
whether  this  property  is  the  same  which  General  Coulter  is  to  accom- 
I)any  to  Burkeville,  as  in  that  case  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  relieve 
]\Iajor  Funk,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
to-night.  If  it  be  not  it  is  desirable  that  Major  Funk's  regiment  be 
relieved  by  a  regiment  of  another  brigade,  and  that  he  be  allowed  to 
accompany  his  brigade. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Headquaktees  Fifth  Akmy  Corps, 

April  11,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Coulter, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division: 
General  :  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  report  with 
your  command  at  Appomattox  Court-House  at  5  a.  m.  to-morrow.  A 
staff  officer  from  these  headquarters  will  be  there  to  meet  you.  You 
will  please  detail  from  your  brigade  a  sufficient  number  of  teamsters  to 
conduct  the  surrendered  transportation  to  Burkeville.  The  remainder 
of  your  brigade  will  act  as  guards  to  the  train. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
Two  Miles  beyond  New  Store,  April  11,  1865. 

Major-General  Humphreys  : 

I  have  taken  the  road  by  which  I  came  and  am  halting  at  this  point 
for  dinner.  I  shall  strike  the  plank  road  about  two  miles  farther  on, 
and  design  marching  to-night  to  Little  Willis  Eiver,  some  six  or  seven 
miles  from  here.  I  expect  to  be  able  to  keep  out  of  your  way  to  that 
point  if  you  come  by  this  road. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major-General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

April  11,  1865. 
The  troops  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  march  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
giving  the  road  to  the  artillery  and  trains.    Should  the  artillery  fall 
behind  tlie  column  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Division  will 
detail  a  sufficient  force  to  protect  it. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wright : 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orukus.]  Heaj)quarters  Sixth  Corps, 

April  11, 1865. 
The  corps  will  move  at  C  a.  m.  to-morrow,  proceeding,  via  Farmville, 
toward  Burkeville,  in  the  following  order:  First,  Third  Division; 
second.  First  Division ;  third.  Second  Division;  fourth.  Artillery  Bri- 
gade. The  commander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  will  direct  one  battery 
to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  leading  division  to  accom- 
pany it  on  the  march.  Corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  this  bat- 
tery. The  other  headquarters  trains  and  ambulances  will  accompany 
the  divisions  to  which  they  belong. 

By  c(>mmiind  of  Major-General  Wright: 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General- 
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Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  11, 1865. 
Major-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
Please  tell  Colonel  Sanders  there  is  no  occasion  for  him  to  hurry. 
Lei  the  dismounted  men  remain  near  some  depot  where  they  can  be 
readily  supplied  until  they  receive  further  orders.  You  are  right 
about  the  occupation  of  Blacks  and  Whites  and  picketing  this  side  of 
it.     Hartranft  occupies  Nottoway  Court-House  with  one  brigade. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Orders.]  Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Venable  Souse,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 
The  command  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  on  the  direct  road  to 
B-:.rke's  Station,  via  Sandy  Creek  Church,  and  in  the  following  order, 
viz:  First,  First  Division;  second.  Second  Division;  third.  Third 
Division.  Brevet  Major-General  Custer  will  detail  the  necessary  rear 
guard  and  escort  for  the  trains  from  the  Third  Division.  All  wagons 
except  headquarters  wagons  will  move  in  rear  of  the  command. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Corps, 
Appomattox  Court-House,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

Colonel,:  By  the  arrangement  made  between  the  officers  appointed 
by  Generals  Grant  and  Lee  each  officer  and  man  after  being  paroled 
is  furnished  with  a  printed  certificate  stating  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
paroled  prisoner  of  war,  signed  by  his  own  commanding  officer  or  a 
staff  officer  of  the  same.  A  copy  of  the  form  of  this  certificate  is 
inclosed,  as  also  my  order  on  the  subject  making  the  possession  of  this 
certificate  the  proof  that  the  holder  is  a  paroled  prisoner.  As  these 
paroled  prisoners  will,  in  order  to  reach  their  homes,  be  scattered  all 
over  the  country,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  au  order  similar  to  mine 
be  published  by  authority  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant  requiring  all 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  to  respect  and 
recognize  these  certificates,  so  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  surrendered 
at  this  place  may  remain  undisturbed  by  the  United  States  authorities 
in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  surrender,  and  that  the  order 
be  generally  published  in  the  newspapers  throughout  the  country. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Incloaiire.] 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

No.  43.  )  Appomattox  Court-House,  April  11, 1865. 

By  agreement  between  the  officers  appointed  by  Generals  Lee  and 
Grant  to  carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  the  evidence  that  an  officer  or  enlisted  man  is  a 
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paroled  prisoner  of  war  is  tlie  fact  of  his  possessing  a  printed  certifi- 
cate certifying  to  tlie  fact,  dated  at  Appomattox  Court-House,  Va., 
April  10, 18C5,  and  signed  by  his  commanding  officer  or  the  staff  officer 
of  the  same. 

All  guards,  patrols,  officers,  and  soldiers  of  the  U.  S.  forces  will 
respect  such  certificates,  allow  free  passage  to  the  holders  thereof, 
and  observe  in  good  faith  the  provisions  of  the  surrender,  that  the 
holders  shall  remain  unmolested  in  every  respect. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon: 

EDWARD  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bubke's  Station,  April  11,  1865. 
Major-General  Gibbon, 

Appomattox  Station : 
Owing  to  the  excessive  bad  state  of  the  roads  1  think  you  had  bett-er 
load  your  supplies,  so  far  as  possible,  on  the  captured  trains  and  move 
them  up  by  rail  as  you  progress.  Returning,  the  same  means  of  trans- 
portation might  be  used.  1  expect  you  will  find  the  captured  teams 
too  weak  to  bring  back  all  the  artillery,  arms,  &c.  If  so,  destroy  the 
caissons  and  such  small-arms  as  cannot  be  moved.  Leave  wagons  for 
the  country  people  to  pick  up,  and  double  team  so  as  to  send  back  the 
artillery  and  as  many  of  the  wagons  as  you  can  loaded  with  small- 
arms. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Appomattox  Ooiirt-House,  April  11,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  1  have  picked  up  in  addition  to  the  pieces 
surrendered  fifty-four  pieces  of  artillery.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  will  have  teams  enough  to  take  everything  back. 
The  captured  teams  will  do  very  well  if  we  can  get  forage  for  them.  I 
expected  to  leave  here  to-morrow,  but  the  surrender  goes  on  slowly,  and 
questions  come  up  which  I  have  to  decide.  If  it  is  important  I  should 
start  soon  please  telegraph. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Appomattox  Court-House,  April  11,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

A  lieutenant  sent  out  as  a  scout  by  my  direction  has  just  come  in  from 
Lynchburg,  where  the  mayor  of  the  city  delivered  over  the  town  to  him. 
I  have  directed  General  Mackenzie  to  at  once  proceed  there  and  carry 
out  your  instructions  in  regard  to  the  public  property  fonnd  there. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Appomattox  Goiirt- House,  April  11,  1865 — 12  midnight, 
Lieutenaut-Geiieral  Grant, 

Commanding : 
A  delegation  of  citizens  Las  just  reached  here  from  Lynchburg  with 
a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  city  council  proposing  to  surrender 
the  town.  General  Turner  with  his  division  and  Mackenzie's  cavalry 
will  start  in  the  morning  to  carry  out  your  instructions.  There  is  a 
large  amount  of  railroad  stock  in  the  city  which  cannot  be  brought 
off,  but  1  think  should  not  be  destroyed,  for  it  will  assist  the  people  in 
getting  in  provisions,  which  are  scarce.  Please  instruct  me  what  to  do 
in  regard  to  it. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

No.  42.  j  Appomattox  GourtHoiise,  April  11,  1865. 

All  officers  and  men  of  the  U.  S.  forces,  held  as  prisoners  of  war  by 
General  Lee,  C.  S.  forces,  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  his  army  on 
the  yth  instant,  will  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war  on  parole.  They 
will  proceed  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  under  charge  of  their  officers,  and  will 
report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Camp  Parole,  at  that  place. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon: 

EDWARD  MO  ALE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assintant  Adjutant- General. 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  11,  1805 — 4  p.  m. 

(Received  6.45  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Yours  of  9.30  has  just  reached  me,  and  1  start  immediately  for  City 
Point.     1  am  informed,  however,  that  General  Grant  and  his  staff  will 
arrive  there  to-night,  and  1  presume  in  that  case  you  will  not  wish  me 
to  go  to  the  front. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  11,  1865 — 12  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Richmond,  Va. : 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that  your  explanation  in 
regard  to  the  omission  of  prayers  for  the  President  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond is  not  satisfactory,  and  that  there  is  a  conflict  of  statement 
between  yourself  and  Mr.  Dana,  who  asserts  that  he  gave  no  direction 
or  authority  upon  the  subject  to  General  She])ley  or  to  any  other  officer. 
The  Secretary  also  directs  me  to  instruct  you  that  officers  command- 
ing in  Richmond  are  expected  to  require  from  all  religious  denomina- 
tions in  that  city,  in  regard  to  their  rituals  and  prayers,  no  less  respect 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States  than  they  practiced  toward  the 
rebel  chief,  Jefferson  Davis,  before  he  was  driven  from  the  capital. 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 

Inspector-  General. 
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EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Habdie, 

Washington  City: 
Your  dispatch  received.    The  order  will  be  issued  iu  accordance  there- 
with. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 

(Received  9.10  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Hakdie, 

Inspector-  General : 
I  have  the  houor  to  request  authority,  through  the  War  Department, 
of  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  state  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  conversations,  suggestions,  and  orders 
which  took  place  and  were  given  me  confidentially,  in  order  that  I  may 
enable  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  judge  correctly  of  action  in 
regard  to  the  churches  and  prayers  in  this  place.  Not  having  author- 
ity to  divulge  these  things,  I  am  convinced  my  action  has  been  judged 
incorrectly.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Dana's  statement,  it  is  a  matter 
between  him  and  my  chief  of  staff.  General  Shepley. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  11,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Weitzel, 

Richmond : 

The  remains  of  Colonel  Dahlgren,  who  was  killed  as  you  will  remem- 
ber and  buried  at  Richmond,  are  reported  to  have  been  secretly  disin- 
terred and  reburied  for  their  safe-keeping  near  the  house  of  one  Robert 
Orrick,  at  Hungary  Station,  nine  miles  from  Richmond.  You  will  take 
immediate  measures  to  ascertain  if  the  report  be  true,  and  secure  tlie 
remains  and  send  them  with  a  guard  of  honor  to  Washington.  Care 
should  be  taken  to  identify  them  with  certainty.  If  not  there  spare 
no  effort  to  find  and  secure  them  and  report  speedily.* 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsuff: 

The  First  Now  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Colonel  Sumner,  from  Norfolk, 
have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-General. 


•For  correspondence  relating  to  the  subject  of  Dahlgren's  burial,  &c.,  see  Vol. 
XXXIII,  pp.  180,  181. 
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April  11,  1865. 
General  Patrick, 

Provost-Marshal- General  : 
I  desire  only  to  carry  out,  and  not  in  any  way  to  impede,  the  inten- 
tions of  General  Grant  respecting  the  fragments  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  left  behind,  as  well  as  all  troops  placed  under  my  charge. 
There  has  been  necessarily  considerable  confusion  in  the  matter,  and 
much  difficulty  among  conflicting  orders  from  different  headquarters 
in  determining  the  real  wishes  of  the  commanding  general.  From  the 
tenor  of  the  recent  dispatches  and  orders  I  supposed  it  to  be  intended 
to  place  the  Army  of  the  James  in  charge  of  the  line  from  Richmond 
down  the  James  and  along  the  railroad  west  to  some  point  from  which 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  extend  westward.  I  cannot  see  why 
General  Collis  can  better  carry  out  his  orders  respecting  the  charge  of 
prisoners  by  retaining  command  of  the  post  at  City  Point;  and  as  the 
order  to  me  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  City  Point  was  positive  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  continue  General  Collis  in  the  command  any  longer. 
My  dispatch  of  last  night,  therefore,  while  it  relieves  him,  leaves  him 
at  least  equally  able  to  obey  any  orders  of  General  Meade,  as  well  as 
makes  him  responsible  for  disobedience  of  them.  I  make  this  explana- 
tion, general,  out  of  respect  to  yourself  and  the  opinion  expressed  by 
you  last  night;  and  1  assure  you  again  that  my  only  desire  is  to  obey 
the  orders  and  carry  out  the  wishes  of  General  Grant. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUPF, 

Major- General,  U.  ^.  Army. 


Headquarters  Ferrero's  Division, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  McKiBBiN, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 
General  :  You  will  relieve  the  pickets  of  the  Sixth  New  York  Artil- 
lery and  extend  your  picket-line  to  the  left,  covering  from  a  point  near 
the  junction  of  the  City  Point  and  Petersburg  I^ailroad  and  Grant's 
Military  road,  leaving  your  main  force  in  their  present  position. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero: 

GEO.  A.  HICKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Ferrero's  Division, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  11,  18Go. 
Col.  George  C.  Kibbe, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 
Colonel  :  The  Sixth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  will  be  stationed 
at  once  for  the  protection  of  the  South  Side  Railroad  and  City  Point 
Railroad  as  follows:  One  battalion  distributed  along  the  City  Point 
Railroad,  from  the  outskirts  of  Blandford  to  a  point  where  the  Military 
road  connects  with  the  same,  with  a  small  force  at  all  culverts  and 
bridges,  and  the  remainder  at  equal  distances,  patrolling  the  road  for 
its  protection.  Two  battalions  stationed  in  the  same  manner  on  the 
South  Side  to  a  point  half  way  to  Sutherland's  Station. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Ferrero : 

GEO.  A.  HICKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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WiNCIIESTKR,  Va.,  April   11,  ISd:'). 

(Iteceivecl  11.45  a.  in.) 
Maj.  Geii.  II.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  SUiff: 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  great  maiiy  ot  IjCc's  men  are  residents  of 
the  vicinity  and  under  the  terms  of  the  surrender  are  allowed  to  come 
home,  I  think  it  advisable  to  contract  my  lines  and  to  give  the  people 
of  the  small  towns  I  occupy  every  freedom  consistent  with  tlie  situation. 
I  therefore  propose  shortly  to  move  the  great  bulk  of  the  army  back 
toward  Harper's  Ferry. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Washits'gton,  1).  C,  April  11, 18(15 — 1  v.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Hancock, 

Winchester,  Va. : 
I  think  your  troops  should  not  fall  back  till  we  can  consull.  General 
Grant.     I  do  not  Avish  to  trouble  him  with  these  matters  just  now.     He 
is  probably  waiting  the  ett'ect  of  Sherman's  and  Stoneman's  operations. 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  11, 1865. 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
1  did  not  intend  to  fall  back  without  your  sanction,  but  in  view  of 
the  large  number  of  Confederate  prisoners  who  will  be  here  shortly, 
and  whose  liomes  we  are  occupying  in  one  way  and  another,  and  on 
account  of  the  better  discipline  of  troops,  1  think  it  best  to  occupy  as 
little  ground  as  possible.  The  people  in  many  cases  will  commence 
putting  in  small  crops  if  they  can  get  an  opportunity.  The  secessionists 
here  have  apparently  given  up  all  idea  of  a  Confederacy  and  appear  to 
be  inclined  to  commence  anew. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  11,  1865. 
Col.  John  S.  Mosby, 

Commanding  Partisans : 
Colonel:  1  am  directed  by  Major-General  Hancock  to  inclose  to 
you  copies  of  letters  which  passed  between  Generals  Grant  and  Lee 
on  the  occasion  of  the  surrender  of  the  Ariiiy  of  Northern  Virginia. 
Major  General  Hancock  is  authorized  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the 
forces  under  your  command  on  the  same  conditions  offered  to  General 
Lee,  and  will  send  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with  yourself  to  meet  you 
at  any  point  and  time  you  may  designate  convenient  to  the  lines  for 
the  purpose  of  arranging  details  should  you  conclude  to  be  governed 
by  the  example  of  General  Lee. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Washington,  April  11,  1865. 
Geiiwal  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

A  scout  just  iu  reports  tbat  Mosby  with  one  battalion  crossed  the 
Blue  Eidge  to  Shenandoah  Valley  April  8,  to  prey  upon  trains.  An 
affair  between  another  portion  of  Mosby's  force  and  detachment  of 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  occurred  April  10  near  Burke's  Station.  Five 
of  Mosby's  men  killed.     Our  loss  two  slightly  wounded. 

0.  C.  AUGUK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  J).  C,  April  11,  1865. 
Colonel  Thompson, 

Commanding,  Darnentown,  Md.  : 
1  have  information  that  a  company  of  Mosby's  command  left  Dpper- 
ville  on  Saturday  last,  intending  to  cross  into  Maryland.  I  cannot 
learn  where  they  intend  to  cross.  Have  your  command  informed,  and 
let  them  be  vigilant.  It  is  likely  they  will  cross  the  river  in  small 
parties. 

0.  C.  AUGUK, 

Major-  General. 


Fairfax  Court-House,  April  11,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  AUGUR, 

Commanding,  &c. : 
General  :  The  captured  prisoners  state  that  they  do  not  belong  to 
Chapman's  command,  but  were  sent  by  Mosby  to  capture  the  quarter- 
master's animals  at  Burke's  Station,  and  that  Chapman  himself  is 
expected  in  this  vicinity  every  day.  From  the  conflicting  accounts  that 
have  reached  me  1  am  led  to  believe  that  Mosby's  entire  command  con- 
sists of  two  battalions  of  four  companies  each,  and  two  additional  com- 
panies newly  organized,  ten  corfipanies  in  all,  numbering  between  800 
and  1,000  men.  That  four  companies  under  Mosby  himself  crossed  the 
Blue  Eidge  on  Saturday  to  plunder  weak-guarded  trains  south  of  Win- 
chester. One  company  sent  to  Maryland  to  plunder  banks;  one  com- 
pany sent  to  steal  horses  froTn  my  lines,  beside  the  battalion  from  the 
Northern  Neck. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washingto^i,  D.  C,  April  11,  1865. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Gamble, 

Fairfax  Court-House: 

You  report  one  company  of  Mosby's  having  crossed  into  Maryland  to 
rob  banks.    Where  did  they  cross?    When  and  in  what  force?    Answer. 
Kespectfully, 

J.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Fairfax  Oourt-Hotjse,  April  11,  1865. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  n.  Taylok  : 

The  company  of  Mosby's  men  reported  gone  to  Maryland  left  Upper- 
ville  last  Saturday  morning  down  the  Loudoun  Yalley  toward  the  Poto- 
mac, but  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  where  they  intended  cross- 
ing the  river.  I  think  they  scattered  and  went  over  in  disguise  to 
avoid  suspicion  at  different  points. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonelj  Commanding. 


Chakleston,  W.  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 

Maj.  Robert  P.  Kennedy, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  West  Virginia,  Cumberland,  Md. : 
Dispatch  received.  Glorious.  We  fire  200  guns  to-day  and  have  a 
general  illumination  to-night.  Guerrillas  troublesome  on  Guyandotte 
River  lately,  but  under  recent  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice  I  could  not  send  expeditions  against  them,  as  men  would  be 
gone  several  days.    Can  I  do  so  now? 

JOHN  H.  OLET, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Separate  Brigade. 


City  Point,  April  12, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
General  Grant,  with  his  staff,  arrived  here  at  5  a.  m.  to-day.  The 
surrender  of  Lee's  forces  was  not  yet  completed,  all  their  company  rolls 
having  been  lost  in  their  flight,  but  they  Avould  be  replaced  in  a  day  or 
two.  The  number  of  men  surrendered  is  estimated  at  20,000,  but  may 
exceed  that.  Lee  himself  could  only  guess  how  many  he  had  left.  The 
artillery  is  but  about  50  and  400  wagons.  Of  muskets,  not  over  10,000 
will  be  surrendered,  about  half  of  Lee's  men  having  lost  or  thrown  away 
their  muskets  on  the  road.  They  were  also  out  of  food  and  called  for 
rations  as  soon  as  the  surrender  was  agreed  upon.  General  Grant  had 
a  long  private  interview  with  Lee,  who  said  that  he  should  devote  his 
whole  efforts  to  pacifying  the  country  and  bringing  the  people  back  to 
the  Union.  He  had  always  been  for  the  Union  in  his  heart  and  could 
find  no  justification  for  the  politicians  who  had  brought  on  the  war, 
whose  origin  he  believed  to  have  been  in  the  folly  of  extremists  on  both 
sides.  If  General  Grant  had  agreed  to  the  interview  he  had  asked  for 
some  time  ago  they  would  certainly  have  agreed  on  terms  of  peace 
then,  as  he  was  prepared  to  treat  for  the  surrender  of  all  the  Confeder- 
ate armies.  The  war  had  left  him  a  poor  man,  with  nothing  but  what 
he  had  upon  his  person,  and  his  wife  would  have  to  provide  for  herself 
until  he  could  find  some  employment.  The  officers  of  Lee's  army  aU 
seemed  to  be  glad  that  it  was  over,  and  the  men  still  more  so  than  the 
ofi&cers.  All  were  greatly  impressed  by  the  generosity  of  the  terms 
finally  given  them,  for  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  they  were  sur- 
rounded and  escape  was  impossible.  General  Grant  thinks  that  these 
terms  were  of  great  importance  toward  securing  a  thorough  peatie  and 
undisturbed  submission  to  the  Government.  After  the  surrender 
Rosser  and  Fitzhugh  Lee  escaped.    Lee  told  General  Grant  tliat  his 
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loss  ill  killed  and  wounded  had  been  very  heavy.  General  Grant  esti- 
mates his  own  total  loss  in  the  campaign  at  10,000  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing.  Of  prominent  officers,  Brigadier-General  Bead  is  the  only  one 
of  ours  killed  since  the  pursuit  began.  Lee  surrendei'ed  some  12,000 
animals,  all  in  very  poor  condition.  As  au  additional  favor  General 
Grant  has  allowed  all  private  soldiers  of  Lee's  who  owned  their  horses 
to  take  them  home.  Lee  says  we  can  march  without  difficulty  any- 
where through  the  South,  and  it  may  be  necessary,  but  he  hopes  not. 
Johnston,  he  thinks,  has  not  now  more  than  from  5,000  to  10,000  effi- 
cient men.  He  has  sent  to  Johnston  advising  him  to  give  up.  Where 
Jeff.  Davis  is  he  does  not  know,  but  thinks  he  may  be  in  Danville. 
Breckinridge  started  for  Lynchburg,  since  which  he  has  not  been  heard 
of.  Benjamin  and  Trenholm  are  supposed  to  be  with  Jeff'.  Davis,  who 
is  also  thought  to  have  with  him  the  specie  taken  from  Bichmond.  The 
whereabouts  of  Extra  Billy  is  unknown. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  A'pril  12, 1865—11  a.  m. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  have  prepared  a  long  cipher  dispatch,*  with  all  the  facts  I  have  been 
able  to  gather.  General  Grant  is  going  to  Washington  to-day,  and 
unless  I  receive  contrary  orders  I  propose  to  go  with  him.  Mrs.  Gen- 
eral Lee  is  dying,  and  her  husband  and  Custis  Lee  have  been  sent  for 
to  go  to  her. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  12, 1865. 

(Iteceived  2  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Lynchburg  surrendered  yesterday  to  a  lieutenant  of  Griffin's  forces 
at  the  head  of  a  scouting  party.  General  Grant  has  ordered  Macken- 
zie's brigade  of  cavalry  to  occupy  the  town  and  take  care  of  public 
property, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  12, 1865—1.30  p.  m. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Grant  now  estimates  the  total  force  of  Lee  at  the  beginning 
of  this  campaign  at  70,000.  Of  prisoners,  13,154  have  already  been 
sent  from  here,  and  Patrick  says  there  are  between  7,000  and  8,000  yet 
to  go. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

*  See  next,  uiiie. 
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City  Point,  April  13, 1865. 

(Eeceived  6  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
General  Ord  has  ordered  Weitzel  to  leave  Richmond  and  encamp 
with  his  whole  corps  near  Petersburg.    This  removes  Shepley  from  his 
position  as  military  governor.    He  is  succeeded  there  by  Patrick  in  his 
capacity  as  provost-marshal-general.     Order  takes  effect  to-day. 

C.  A.  DANA. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  13,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  desire  very  much  to  consult  with  you  on  some  important  matters. 
Do  you  contemplate  being  at  Washington  soon,  or  can  you  meet  me  at 
Point  Lookout  or  Fortress  Monroe  ? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  13, 1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 
I  shall  leave  here  for  Washington  this  afternoon. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  G.,  April  12, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant, 

Via  City  Point: 
The  new  regiments  sent  to  General  Hancock  since  March  9  number 
17,500  men.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  First  Veteran  Gorps,  which  has 
about  five  full  regiments.  Shall  1  continue  to  send  him  other  new  regi- 
ments nearly  ready  at  the  North  ?  Considering  General  Pope's  apprehen- 
sions of  an  advance  of  Kirby  Smith  would  it  not  be  well  to  send  to 
Arkansas  all  new  regiments  raised  in  the  West?  Over  6,000  cavalry 
horses  have  been  sent  to  General  Cauby  between  October  20  and 
March  31.  As  General  Reynolds  is  very  destitute  of  horses  would  it 
not  now  be  well  to  supply  him? 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  13,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  thought  of  sending  General  Pope  a  full  corps  of  Ord's  troops.    Tou 
may  send  him  all  the  cavalry  horses  from  the  West  until  he  is  supplied. 
I  shall  be  in  Washington  to-morrow. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  )    Hd^rs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  75.  \  City  Point,  Fa.,  April  13, 1865. 

•  *»**** 

II.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  chief  enftineer,  Armies  In  the  Field, 
will  make  liill  and  complete  surveys  and  maps  of  the  fortifications  and 
defenses  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  on  the  completion  of  which  he 
will  report  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  at  Washington. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant : 

T.  S.  BOWEKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


April  12,  1865. 
Col.  J.  C.  Duane, 

Chief  Engineer : 

By  General  Grant's  orders  surveys  are  to  be  made  of  defenses  of 
Richmond  and  Petersburg.  By  General  Grant's  orders  you  will  detach 
what  engineers  and  assistants  you  can  spare  for  this  duty.  General 
Michie  is  now  at  work  at  Richmond,  but  if  you  prefer  it  your  force  can 
work  independent  of  him,  you  taking  the  defenses  south  of  James  and 
Petersburg,  and  he  taking  defenses  north  of  James.  Please  answer 
what  force  you  can  put  to  work,  and  what  your  wishes  are  as  to  its 
application.  Your  army  will  probably  remain  where  it  is  for  some  time. 
I  shall  move  to  Richmond  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Burlceville,  April  12.  1865 — i.l5  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  the  Sixth  and  Second  Corps  were 
yesterday  put  en  route  for  this  place.  The  Sixth  will  reach  here  to-day 
and  the  Second  to-morrow.  Last  evening  at  Farmville  Maj.  Gen.  Fitz- 
hugh  Lee,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  with  five  ofiQcers  of  his  staff,  sur- 
rendered themselves  to  me,  and  were  by  my  directions  sent  to  report 
to  Major-General  Gibbon  at  Appomattox  Court-House.  Major-General 
Lee  stated  that  on  hearing  of  the  surrender  of  the  Confederate  army 
he  ordered  his  command  to  di8i)erse  and  return  to  their  homes,  and 
came  in  himself. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


Heauquartkks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Burke's  mation,  April  13,  1865. 

Surg.  Gen.  J.  K.  Barnes,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  I).  C. : 
General:  1  arrived  here  to-day  with  General  ;\Ieadc  in  advance  of 
the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  from  Farmville.  Very  few  of  our  wounded 
are  yet  to  be  brought  down,  and  they  are  mainly  from  corps  not  of  this 
army.  The  Confederate  hospital  at  Farmville  will  accommodate  all 
their  wounded  attended  by  their  own  surgeons.  Whatever  they  need 
I  have  supplied  or  ordered  to  be  supplied.    They  may  be  paroled,  but 
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not  removed  from  the  general  hospital  of  the  Confederates  at  Farm- 
ville.  I  found  on  my  arrival  that  all  our  Army  of  the  Potomac 
wounded  (1,800)  had  been  sent  by  railroad  to  City  Point;  also  about 
200  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  and  about  200  of  General  Sheridan's  cav- 
alry— total,  2,200.  They  had  been  promptly  sheltered,  fed,  and  attended 
to  in  the  division  hospitals,  Ninth  Corps,  and  in  warehouses.  A  vacant 
Confederate  hospital  is  here,  but  not  used  by  the  medical  officers  of 
this  army.  A  bakery  is  in  operation.  Everything  has  been  most  sat- 
isfactorily arranged  and  conducted  here  for  the  proper  reception  and 
care  of  the  wounded  by  Colonel  Dalton  and  Inspector  Lidell.  With 
the  departure  of  the  train  of  this  day  at  noon  all  of  the  2,200  had  been 
sent  to  Depot  Base  Hospital,  City  Point,  except  120  prisoners  of  war. 
On  the  cars  the  patients  have  two  days'  cooked  rations,  with  medical 
oflBcers,  attendants,  and  supplies.  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  effici- 
ency displayed  by  the  medical  department  here  and  the  preparations 
made  preceding  the  arrival  of  any  wounded.  My  medical  purveyor's 
train  (thirty-six  wagons)  was  here  and  drawn  upon.  It  is  now  here 
with  supplies  ready  for  issue. 

THS.  A.  McPAELIN, 
Surgeon,  Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army, 
Colonel  and  Medical  Director,  Army  of  the  Potomaxi. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjx.  General's  Office, 

No.  169.  j  Washington,  April  12,  1865. 


* 


31.  By  direction  of  the  President  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Abbot, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel  First  Gounecticut  Artillery,  is  hereby  as- 
signed to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  • 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  War  Dept.,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  12,  1865. 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  the  bureaus  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment be  closed  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow,  the  13th  April,  and  that  the  nec- 
essary preparations  be  made  for  an  illumination  of  the  offices  of  all  the 
bureaus  the  same  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Skc!ond  Army  Corps, 

April  12,  1865. 
The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  to  Burkeville,  starting  at  7.30  a.  m. 
Order  of  march:  First,  First  Division  and  its  trains;  second,  corps 
headquarters  train ;  third.  Second  Division  and  its  trains.    The  pio- 
neers of  Second  Division  will  be  sent  to  the  head  of  the  column. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Humphreys  : 

C.  A.  WHITTIEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Pipth  Army  Corps, 

April  12,  1865. 
Division  commanders  are  directed  to  notify  their  pickets  to  be  on  the 
alert  to-night,  as  it  is  reported  that  a  good  many  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry and  guerrillas  are  lurking  about. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Griffin: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  i  Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Orders,  >  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  'L     )  Camp  Near  Appomattox  Court-Hovse,  Va.,  April  12, 1865. 
I.  In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  8,  from  headquarters  First 
Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  April  11, 1865,  the  undersigned  hereby 
assumes  command  of  this  brigade. 

A.  L.  PEAESON, 
Brevet  Brigadier-Oeneral. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Sixth  Corps, 

April  12,  1865. 

The  corps  will  continue  the  march  to  Burkeville  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow 
in  the  following  order:  First,  First  Division;  second.  Second  Division; 
third,  Third  Division ;  fourth.  Artillery  Brigade. 

Major  Cowan  will  direct  one  battery  to  report  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  leading  division  to  accompany  it  on  the  march. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  this  battery;  the  other  head- 
quarters trains  and  ambulances  will  follow  the  divisions  to  which  they 
belong.  The  troops  will  march  on  the  side  of  the  road  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, giving  the  road  to  the  artillery  and  trains.  Should  the  batteries 
fall  behind  the  column  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Third  Division 
will  detail  a  sufficient  force  to  protect  them. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wright : 

C.  H.  WHITTELSEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

No.  11.  )  April  12, 1865. 

I.  Major  Oldham,  commanding  cavalry  division,  will  guard  the  south 
side  approaches  to  Wilson's  Station,  relieving  Colonel  Biutlitt's  pickets 
for  one  mile  on  that  side  of  the  railroad. 

II.  Col.  Ealph  Ely,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  leave  one  reg- 
iment in  reserve  at  Ford's  farm,  and  move  his  other  three  reserve  regi- 
ments to  Ford's  Station.  He  will  extend  his  pickets  and  guard  the 
railroad  and  Cox  road  as  far  up  as  Colonel  Bintliflf's  present  headquar- 
ters on  the  Beasley  farm. 

III.  Col.  James  Bintliff,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  will  extend 
his  right  within  one  mile  of  Wellville,  relieving  the  Thirty-eighth  Wis- 
consin, which,  on  being- relieved,  will  report  to  its  brigade  headquarters 
and  be  posted  by  Colonel  Harriman  in  reserve. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox : 

WM.  V.  RICHAEDS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

AR  T?    -e vnT.   vr.VT    VT   mi 


722  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  Lvm. 

Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Burkeville,  Va.,  April  12,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

1  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department,  through  Colonel 
Shermau  of  my  staff,  the  colors  captured  by  the  cavalry  portion  of  my 
command  at  the  battles  of  Diuwiddie  Court  House,  Five  Forks,  and 
the  series  of  cavalry  engagements  from  the  Sutherland  Station  along 
the  Appomattox  to  Tabernacle  Church;  also,  at  the  engagements  at 
Jetersville,  Sailor's  Creek,  and  Appomattox  Court-House,  where  the 
Confederate  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  surrendered  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant.  May  I  request  that  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days 
be  granted  to  the  gallant  captors,  and  that  they  may  be  paid  up  to  the 
present  time?  The  colors  captured  by  the  infantry  portion  of  my  com- 
mand, and  by  General  Mackenzie's  division  of  cavalry,  will  be  for- 
warded as  soon  as  tliey  can  be  collected. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Burke's  Station,  April  12,  1865. 
The  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  6  a.  m.  for  Nottoway  Court- 
House  via  Max's  Mills,  and  go  into  camp  at  that  point  for  the  pur- 
pose of  refitting.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march:  First, 
Second  Division,  Major-General  Crook  commanding;  second,  Third 
Division,  Colonel  Capehart  commanding;  third.  First  Division,  Briga- 
dier-General Devin  commanding.  All  wagons  except  those  belonging 
to  headquarters  will  move  in  rear  of  the  command,  escorted  by  a  suit- 
able guard  detailed  from  the  First  Cavalry  Division. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

J  AS.  W.  FOKSTTH, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point.  Va.,  April  12,  1865. 
Major-General  Gibbon, 

Appomattox  Station: 

Do  not  destroy  railroad  stock,  shops,  or  anything  connected  with 
the  railroad.  It  is  only  warlike  material  that  I  want  destroyed  or  car- 
ried off. 

D.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  April  12, 1865 — 3.40  p.  m. 
General  J,  Gibbon, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Appomattox  Court-Rouse: 

Please  cause  General  Lee  to  be  informed  that  1  have  just  seen  Gen- 
eral Custis  Lee,  who  thinks  that  his  brother,  Lieut.  Robert  E.  Lee, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  is  in  one  of  the  hospitals  at  Burke's  Station, 
wounded  in  the  arm,  but  not  dangerously  so.    I  have  requested  Gen- 


CHAP.LVni.]  COREESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  723 

eral  Parke  to  make  inquiries  to  ascertain  whether  Lieutenant  Lee  is 
at  Burke's  Station,  and  to  telejfraph  you  the  result  of  his  inquiries. 
General  Oustis  Lee  has  been  paroled  for  ten  days  and  is  just  leaving 
for  Richmond. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
BrigacHer-  Oeneral. 


Orders.]        Hdqes.  Independent  Div.,  24th  Aemy  Cokps, 

April  12, 1866. 
Brigade  commanders  will  throw  out  a  few  pickets  in  front  and  rear 
to-night,  with  sentinels  on  color  line  to  be  vigilant  and  watchful.  The 
command  will  move  at  5  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  in  the  following 
order:  Third  Brigade,  Second  Brigade,  First  Brigade,  ammunition 
wag«ms,  ambulances,  division  headquarters  wagons,  brigade  h  adquar- 
ters  wagous  in  order  of  march.  Colonel  Potter  will  furnish  a  rear 
guard  for  wagon  train.  Brigade  commanders  will  select  picked  men  to 
march  on  the  side  of  the  column  to  prevent  straggling.  Every  effort 
must  be  made  to  keep  men  in  ranks. 

JNO.  W.  TURNER, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  12, 1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 
The  following  just  handed  me : 

Lientenaut-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States : 
General:  The  events  of  the  last  few  days,  in  my  judgment,  are  of  a  nature  to 
require  the  cessation  of  hostilities  throughout  the  Confederate  States  on  the  part  of 
those  who  conimand  their  forces.  My  impression  is  that  the  military  commanders 
will  adopt  the  same  conclusion.  I  have  jirepared  a  telegram  to  General  Taylor,  who 
is  in  command  at  Mobile,  acquainting  him  with  the  facts,  which  I  request  may  be 
forwarded  as  fast  as  possible,  if  not  incompatible  with  your  views  ot  propriety. 
My  object  is  to  prevent  the  further  efl'usion  of  blood  and  destruction  of  property. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 

Lieut.  Gen.  K.  Taylor, 

Commanding  at  Mobile,  Ala.: 

The  cities  of  Kichmond  and  Petersburg  were  evacuated  the  2d  instant,  and  occu- 
pied by  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  The  next  day  Mr.  Davis  and  the  principal 
officers  left  Bichmond  before  the  occupation.  General  Lee,  after  several  engage- 
ments, surrendered  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  the  9th  instant,  near-FarmviUe. 
The  men  are  paroled,  and  the  officers  allowed  to  retain  their  side-arms  and  private 
property  and  were  also  paroled.  Persons  and  property  have  been  protected  in  the 
cities.  I  conversed  with  President  Lincoln  on  the  3d,  and  4th  on  the  subject  of 
peace.  His  indispensable  conditions  are  the  restoration  of  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  and  the  disbanding  of  the  troops,  and  no  receding  on  his  part  from  his 
position  on  the  slavery  question  as  defined  in  his  message  in  December  and  other  offi- 
cial documents.  All  other  questions  to  be  settled  on  terms  of  sincere  liberality. 
He  says  that  to  any  State  that  will  promptly  accept  these  terms  he  will  relinquish 
confiscation,  except  where  third  persons  have  acquired  adverse  interests.  My  coun- 
sel is  to  cease  hostilities,  and  that  the  States  convene  their  legislatures  to  take 
measures  to  secure  peace. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  April  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  James : 
As  most  of  the  State  of  Virginia  is  within  your  command  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Grant  desires  to  transfer  to  you  Brig.  Gen.  M.  B.  Patrick, 
at  present  provost-marshal-general  of  the  Armies  operating  against 
Bichmond,  with  the  purpose  of  having  you  appoint  him  provost-mar- 
shal-general of  your  department,  with  the  view  of  giving  him  special 
and  immediate  control  of  affairs  at  Bichmond.  The  Twentieth  New 
York,  his  provost  guard,  has  also  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  the 
use  of  General  Patrick.  General  Patrick's  integrity  and  purity  of  char- 
acter, his  familiarity  with  the  people  and  affairs  of  Virginia,  and  busi- 
ness qualifications,  will,  it  is  believed,  make  him  invaluable  to  you  in 
the  position  indicated,  and  he  is  therefore  fully  commended  to  you  as  an 
able,  useful,  moderate,  and  honest  o£&cer. 

T.  S.  BOWEBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Gbnekal,  Oedebs,  )         Hdqes.  Department  op  Virchnia, 

No.  35.  J  Bichmond,  Va.,  April  12,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  Badeau,  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant's  staff,  having 
been  temporarily  attached  to  the  department  staff  will  be  obeyed  ac- 
cordingly. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
4.ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  12,  1865 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Bichmond,  Va.: 
I  have  seen  your  dispatch  to  Colonel  Hardie  about  the  matter  of 
prayers.  I  do  not  remember  hearing  prayers  spoken  of  while  I  was  in 
Bichmond,  but  I  have  no  doubt  you  have  acted  in  what  appeared  to 
you  to  be  the  spirit  and  temper  manifested  by  me  while  there.  Is 
there  any  sign  of  the  rebel  legislature  coming  togettier  on  the  under- 
standing of  my  letter  to  you?  If  there  is  any  such  sign  inform  me  what 
it  is.    If  there  is  no  such  sign  you  may  withdraw  the  offer. 

A.  LINCOLN, 


Bichmond,  Va.,  April  12, 1865 — 12  m. 

(Beceived  3  p.  m.) 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States: 
Tou  spoke  of  not  pressing  little  points.    Tou  said  you  would  not 
order  me,  but  if  you  were  in  my  place  you  would  not  press  them.    The 
passports  have  gone  out  for  the  legislature,  and  it  is  common  talk  that 
they  will  come  together. 

GODFBEY  WEITZEL, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  April  12, 1865 — 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

I  have  just  seen  Judge  Campbell's  letter  to  you  of  the  7th.  He 
assumes,  as  appears  to  me,  that  I  have  called  the  insurgent  legislature 
of  Virginia  together,  as  the  rightful  legislature  of  the  State,  to  settle 
all  differences  with  the  United  States.  I  have  done  no  such  thing.  1 
spoke  of  them  not  as  a  legislature,  but  as  "  the  gentlemen  who  have 
acted  as  the  legislature  of  Virginia  in  support  of  the  rebellion."  I  did 
this  on  purpose  to  exclude  the  assumption  that  I  was  recognizing  them 
as  a  rightful  body.  I  dealt  with  them  as  men  having  power  de  facto 
to  do  a  specific  thing,  to  wit,  "to  withdraw  the  Virginia  troops  and 
other  support  from  resistance  to  the  General  Government,"  for  which 
in  the  paper  banded  Judge  Campbell  I  promised  a  specific  equivalent, 
to  wit,  a  remission  to  the  people  of  the  State,  except  in  certain  cases,  the 
confiscation  of  their  property.  I  meant  this  and  no  more.  Inasmuch, 
however,  as  Judge  Campbell  misconstrues  this,  and  is  still  pressing 
for  an  armistice,  contrary  to  the  explicit  statement  of  the  paper  I  gave 
him,  and  particularly  as  General  Grant  has  since  captured  the  Virginia 
troops,  so  their  giving  a  consideration  for  their  withdrawal  is  no  longer 
api>licab]e,  let  my  letter  to  you  and  the  paper  to  Judge  Campbell  both  be 
withdrawn  or  countermanded  and  he  be  notified  of  it. 

Do  not  now  allow  them  to  assemble,  but  if  any  have  come  allow  them 
safe  return  to  their  homes. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Speciai.  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Detach.  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  99.  )  Richmond,  Va.,  April  12,  1865. 

IV.  All  the  troops  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps  will  move  at  6 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  13th  instant,  taking  the  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg turnpike.  They  will  encamp  to-morrow  night  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Appomattox  River,  near  Petersburg.  The  order  of  march  will 
be  as  follows:  First,  infantry  column;  second,  ambulance  train;  third, 
artillery;  fourth,  wagon  train. 
By  order  of  Maj,  Gen.  G.  Weitzel : 

D.  D.  WHEELER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Winchester,  Va.,  April  12, 1865. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen,  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Grant  I  yesterday  sent 
a  communication  to  Mosby,  offering  to  receive  the  surrender  of  his 
command  on  the  same  terms  as  indicated  in  General  Grant's  dispatch 
to  General  Lee.  1  have  as  yet  no  answer.  It  is  quite  as  likely  that 
Mosby  will  disband  as  that  he  will  formally  surrender,  as  all  his  men 
have  fine  animals,  and  are  generally  armed  with  two  pistols  only. 
They  will  not  give  up  these  things,  I  presume,  as  long  as  they  can 
escape.    I  will  employ  the  cavalry  force  here  in  hunting  them  down. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-Qvnerdl. 
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War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  12, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  has  ordered  an  ilhiinination  for  to-morrow 
evening,  April  13, 1865,  to  commence  at  8  o'clock,  and  directs  that  you 
provide  four  bands  to  fiirnish  music  at  this  Department  during  the 
evening. 

''  am,  &c., 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  12,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Dwight, 

Summit  Point: 

The  general  desires  you  to  relieve  at  once  the  dismounted  cavalry 
from  the  Opequon  bridge  to  Charlestown  and  to  guard  the  railroad  with 
your  division.  Lynchburg  surrendered  yesterday.  "Wilson  captured 
Selma,  Ala,,  with  Eoddey  and  Forrest  and  their  commands. 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Harper's  Ferry,  April  I'k,  1865.  , 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
A  party  of  Mosby's  men  crossed  the  Shenandoah  this  morning,  and 
captured  one  of  my  orderlies  with  dispatches,  between  this  and  Hall- 
town.    There  were  about  twenty  in  the  i)arty ;  recrossed  at  Keyes'  Ford. 
EespectfuUy, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


"Winchester,  April  12, 1865. 
General  Stevenson: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  relieve  the  Sixth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  from  the  railroad  to-day  and  o'-der  it  to  Eemonnt 
Camp,  if  it  has  not  already  been  done,  as  it  is  to  be  mounted  at  once. 
You  have  the  general's  permission  to  go  to  Baltimore,  notifying 
General  Seward  when  you  leave. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Harper's  Ferry,  April  12, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing T  made  all  arrangements  to  withdraw  the  dismounted  men  from 
line  of  road  beyond  Charlestown  to-day,  but  General  Dwight  has  not 
relieved  a  single  command. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Briaadier-  General. 
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Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  April  12, 1865. 
Major  Spera, 

Commanding,  Gharlestown  : 
Hold  your  command  ready  to  embark  on  the  cars  for  Sandy  Hook  on 
being  relieved  by  Major  Price,  getting  on  same  train  that  brings  down 
Major  Price,  going  by  railroad  to  Sandy  Hook  instead  of  marching. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Gharlestown,  April  12, 1865. 
General  Stevenson: 

Will  I  be  relieved  here  to-day?  I  have  drawn  in  my  pickets.  The 
train  that  was  to  have  taken  my  command  is  here,  but  no  one  to 
relieve  me. 

W.  H.  SPERA, 

Major. 


Harper's  Ferry,  April  12, 1865. 
Major  Spera, 

Charlestown  : 
You  will  not  move  with  your  command  until  Major  Lusk  with  his 
command  relieves  you.     He  ought  to  get  to  Charlestown  to-day. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-General. 


Clarksburg,  April  13,  1865. 
Mhj.  Thayer  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Cumberland: 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  intelligence  from  my  infantry  who  left 
Huttonsville  yesterday  in  a  southern  direction,  and  will  return  to  mor- 
row or  next  day.  No  organization  has  yet  been  discovered.  They  have 
orders  similar  to  those  from  you,  ordering  me  to  send  cavalry.  Shall  I 
send  tlie  cavalry  also? 

J.  W.  MCMILLAN, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Baltimore,  April  12, 1865. 
Lieutenant- General  Grant  : 

In  view  of  the  peculiar  state  of  affairs  in  this  department,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  the  disposition  of  the  people 
who  still  insist  upon  being  disloyal,  I  propose  to  issue  an  order  that  all 
rebel  offlcers  and  soldiers  who  were  paroled  by  Lee's  surrender  who 
come  to  this  department  to  remain  until  exchanged  must  report  to  the 
nearest  provost-marshal  and  have  their  names  registered,  and  require 
them  to  abandon  the  rebel  uniform  while  here.  Unless  some  such 
order  is  issued  the  streets  will  be  filled  with  rebel  uniforms,  and  women 
parading  with  them,  and  the  result  will  be  trouble.  Will  such  an  order 
conflict  with  the  terms  of  their  parole  or  be  approved  by  you? 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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General  Orders,  )   War  Dept.,Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  64.  \  Washington,  April  13, 1865. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  are  established 
at  Washington,  D.  C. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  76.  f  City  Point,  Va.,  April  13,  1865. 

I.  Brig,  Gen.  M.  R.  Patrick,  provost-marshal-general,  Armies  oper- 
ating against  Eichmond,  and  his  staff,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O. 
C.  Ord  for  assignment  to  duty  as  provost-marshal-general.  Department 
of  Virginia. 

II.  The  Twentieth  Regiment  New  York  Infantry  is  transferred  from 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  the  Department  of  Virginia,  and  will  report 
to  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord  for  assignment  to  duty  with  Geiieral  Patrick. 

III.  Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  Dent,  aide  de  camp  to  the  lieutenant-general, 
having  been  appointed  a  brigadier-general  of  volunteers,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  on  the  staff,  and  will  report  in  person  to  Maj.  Gen. 
E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  for  orders. 

******* 

VI.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Mnlford,  agent  of  exchange,  will,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  take  station  in  Richmond,  Va.,  until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Burkeville,  Va.,  April  13, 1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  find  it  impossible  to  have  your  orders  to  withdraw  the  troops 
belonging  to  this  army  at  City  Point  executed,  in  consequence  of  the 
interference  of  Brigadier-General  Patrick,  who  continues  to  exercise 
control  over  them  in  the  face  of  my  orders.  General  Patrick  has  also 
assumed  to  retain  a  battalion  of  the  Fourteenth  Infantry  which  I  had 
ordered  to  the  front.  I  understood  the  duties  heretofore  executed  by 
these  troops  would  now  be  performed  by  troops  of  the  Army  of  the 
James.  I  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  instruct  Brigadier- 
General  Patrick  to  this  effect  and  request  him  not  to  detain  troops 
under  my  orders,  or  in  case  circumstances  may  have  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  I  be  relieved  from  the  command  of  these  troops  (that  is,  those 
formerly  at  City  Point),  the  Fourteenth  Infantry  I  desire  to  join  me. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  13, 1865— 4.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Patrick, 

City  Point : 
General  Meade  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  under  General  Grant's 
order  he  claims  all  the  troops  now  at  City  Point  bpilnnp-iny  to  t.hp  A^ms^ 
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of  tlie  Potomac,  and  desires  that  you  will  call  upon  the  Army  of  the 
James  for  all  the  troops  you  may  require,  and  that  the  troops  of  this 
army  be  ordered  to  the  front. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  April  13,  1865. 

(Keceived  5  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowers, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 
Have  just  returned  from  Richmond.  General  Ord  places  me  on  duty 
at  once  as  marshal  for  his  department.  I  am  to  take  the  Twentieth 
New  York  with  me.  Please  cause  such  order  to  be  issued  as  will  author- 
ize my  removal  and  to  take  the  Twentieth  so  soon  as  I  can  close  out 
here. 

M.  E.  PATRICK, 
Provost-Marshal-  General. 


Protost-Marshal-Gbnbral's  Office, 
Armies  operating  against  Richmond, 

City  Point,  April  13, 1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
I  am  ordered  to  Richmond  forthwith  and  break  up  at  this  point.  I 
have  nearly  7,000  recruits  and  convalescents  for  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. The  Massachusetts  cavalry,  with  three  regiments  of  CoUis'  com- 
mand, can  march  these  men  up  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The 
moment  he  leaves  there  will  be  no  force  here  to  guard  them.  Can  Gen- 
eral Collis  be  instructed  to  take  charge  of  them  till  they  are  turned 
over  at  the  front?  I  can  see  no  other  mode  of  disposing  of  them.  This 
is  the  course  suggested  yesterday  by  General  Grant.  Please  reply 
immediately. 

M.  R.  PATRICK, 
Provost-Marshal-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  13,  1865 — 4.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Patrick: 

General  Meade  says  General  Collis  can  take  charge  of  the  recruits 
and  convalescents.  What  has  become  of  the  battalion  of  the  Four- 
teenth Infantry  I 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Office  of  Provost-MarshalGeneeal, 
Armies  operating  against  Richmond, 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  13,  1865. 
Majoi  General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  battalion  of  Fourteenth  Infantry  is  somewhere  on  the  rail, 
between  here  and  Burkeville. 

M.  R.  PATRICK, 
Provost-Marshal-  General. 
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Hbadqtjartees  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

April  13,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  Collis, 

City  Point,  Va.  : 
Your  dispatch  received.  You  are  not  to  comply  with  requisitions  for 
guards  from  the  provost-marshal-general  at  City  Point.  These  are  to 
be  furnished  by  the  Army  of  the  James.  You  are  to  obey  the  instruc- 
tions of  Lieuteuant-General  Grant  and  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing. As  soon  as  the  prisoners  of  war  now  in  charge  of  your  troops  can 
be  turned  over  to  the  nearest  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  James  at 
Petersburg,  Sutherland's  Station,  or  elsewhere,  you  will  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  obey  the  orders  heretofore  given  you  to  report  with  your 
command  at  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

GEO.  D.  EUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  13,  1865. 
General  R.  Ingalls, 

City  Point: 
I  ordered  yesterday  2,000,000  pounds  of  grain  for  this  army;  but 
60,000  pounds  have  been  received  today.  The  trains  do  not  run  on 
regular  time,  and  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hours  on  the  road  from  City 
Poiut  to  this  place.  Instead  of  filling  up  our  supplies  the  present 
management  of  the  road  will  starve  the  army  in  about  two  days  more 
time.  The  trains  should  commence  running  on  regular  time  to-morrow. 
There  ought  not  to  be  a  single  day's  delay,  and  the  trains  should  be 
compelled  to  run  promptly  by  the  time  table.  A  separate  telegiaph 
line  should  also  be  established.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  army  can- 
not be  fully  supplied  if  the  road  is  properly  managed,  and  I  have  to 
request  that  you  give  such  instructions  as  will  cause  it  to  be  at  once 
placed  in  the  most  effective  working  condition. 

R.  N.  BATCHELDER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  13,  1865. 
CoMDG.  Officer  Pirst  Battalion,  Fourteenth  Infantry  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  proceed  at  once  with  your 
command  to  these  headquarters  complying  with  no  orders  conflicting 
herewith  unless  received  direct  from  the  lieutenant-general  command- 
ing Armies  of  the  United  States.    Please  acknowledge  receipt. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Appomattox  Court-House,  April  13,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  8.  Army  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  for  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  brevet  major-general  Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  com- 
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manding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  as  a  reward 
for  conspicuous  gallantry  and  meritorious  service  during  this  campaign. 
General  Chamberlain  particularly  distinguished  himself  in  the  action 
on  the  Quaker  road,  March  29,  1865,  in  which  with  his  single  brigade, 
composed  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers and  One  hundred  and  eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  he  suc- 
cessfully withstood  and  repulsed  the  attack  of  a  vastly  superior  force 
of  the  enemy,  receiving  in  his  own  person  two  painful  wounds,  not- 
withstanding which  he  retained  command  of  his  brigade  and  fought  it 
while  the  action  lasted.  In  the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  April  1,  and  in 
the  subsequent  forced  marches  of  the  corps,  and  in  the  culminating 
battle  at  Appomattox  Court-House,  April  9,  General  Chamberlain's 
bravery  and  eflSciency  were  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  highest  com- 
mendation. In  this  last  action,  April  9,  his  brigade  had  the  advance 
and  was  driving  the  enemy  rapidly  before  it  when  the  announcement 
of  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  was  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Appomattox  Court-Rouse,  April  13, 1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Bartlett, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
General:  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  send  out  at 
once  a  good  sized  regiment  to  go  through  the  rebel  camps  and  pick  up 
the  small-arms  left  there.    The  arms  gathered  up  will  be  stacked  by 
the  side  of  the  road,  so  that  wagons  may  be  sent  to  bring  them  in. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  13,  1865. 
Capt.  William  Fowler, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps  ; 
Captain  :  Pursuant  to  instructions  I  have  collected  in  the  deserted 
rebel  camp  some  400  or  500  stand  of  arms,  and  stacked  them  near  the 
road.  There  are  also  remaining  in  the  camp  1  light  12-pounder  brass 
piece  of  artillery,  some  20  caissons,  and  a  large  number  of  wagons  still 
uninjured. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  CHAMBERLAIN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Ninth' Army  Corps, 

April  13,  1865. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  rank  of  brevet 
major  general  of  volunteers  be  conferred  upon  Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  Griffin, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  of  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  of  this  corps,  for 
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the  gallant  conduct  and  conspicuous  bravery  displayed  by  him  while 
commanding  his  brigade  in  a  charge  upon  the  enemy's  main  line  in 
front  of  Petersburg  on  2d  instant,  which  resulted  in  a  capture  of  a 
portion  of  his  works  and  contributed  largely  toward  his  subsequent 
total  discomfiture;  also  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  handled  the 
division  after  its  gallant  commander,  Brevet  Major-General  Potter, 
received  a  severe  wound  and  was  carried  from  the  field.  I  have  the 
honor  to  recommend  also  that  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John.  I.  Curtin,  Forty- fifth 
Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  be  promoted  to  the  full  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  volun- 
teers, for  gallantry  on  the  same  occasion,  he  having  led  his  brigade  in 
person,  and  contributed  greatly  toward  the  success  of  the  day,  and  Col. 
Samuel  Harriman,  Thirty-seventh  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  to  the  rank  of  brevet  brigadier-general 
of  volunteers  for  general  eflBciency  as  a  brigade  commander  and  gallant 
conduct  in  the  operations  resulting  in  the  cai)ture  of  Petersburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquaeteks  Aemt  of  the  Potomac, 

April  13,  1865. 
General  Curtin, 

Farmville : 
Did  the  courier  reach  you  last  night?  Can  you  send  the  rations  to 
Grifiin  by  railroad  ?  Please  report  concerning  the  communication  with 
GrifiQn  as  soon  as  possible.  Can  you  get  hold  of  the  trains  of  cars?  If 
the  courier  did  not  reacli  you  will  you  send  to  GrifiBn  at  Appomattox 
Court-House  and  tell  him  that  50,000  rations  for  his  corps  are  at  Farm- 
ville. Let  him  get  the  cars  down  to  you  if  he  needs  rations.  Answer 
soon. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Fakmville,  April  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb  : 

The  courier  reached  me  at  an  early  hour  this  morning.  I  sent  dis- 
patch and  communicated  with  General  Griffin  by  rail  this  morning.  Will 
not  hear  from  him  until  late  today.  The  rations,  however,  will  be  for- 
warded this  day.  The  cars  are  here  waiting  for  the  supply  train  to 
arrive  which  left  Burkeville  yesterday  morning.  It  is  now  within  a 
mile  of  this  place  and  I  will  have  the  supplies  transferred  to  the  cars 
immediately  on  its  arrival.  I  understood  by  officers  who  left  General 
Griffin  yesterday  morning  that  his  command  would  need  rations  to-day. 
I  therefore  send  these  on  without  waiting  to  hear  from  him.  The  officer 
in  charge  of  supply  train  reported  to  me  this  morning,  reporting  his 
train  could  not  leave  sooner  on  account  of  the  roads.  The  cars  here 
brought  wounded  down  yesterday  and  have  been  detained  for  the 
arrival  of  the  supplies. 

JNO.  I.  CURTIN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 
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Nottoway  Ooubt-Hotjse,  April  13, 1865. 

(Eeceived  8  p.  m. 
General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
My  headquarters  are  here;  also  the  three  divisions  of  cavalry.     It  is 
an  excellent  place  to  refit  the  command. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Nottoway  Ooukt-House,  April  13, 1865. 

(Eeceived  8  p.  m.) 
General  Eawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  cavalry 
brought  with  them  from  Winchester  only  the  clothes  they  wore  on  their 
persons  and  are  badly  oft".    All  the  trains  and  baggage  of  these  divis- 
ions are  at  Harper's  Ferry,    Would  it  be  best  to  order  them  down? 

P.  H,  SHEEIDAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Field  )  Cavalry  Headquarters, 

Orders,  No,  22.  >  Nottoway  Court-Bouse,  Va.,  April  13, 1865. 

A  national  salute  in  honor  of  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  will  be  fired  to-morrow  by  the  batteries  of  this  command, 
commencing  in  the  First  Division  at  9  a,  m.  The  artillery  of  the 
Second  and  Third  Divisions  will  follow  in  succession  in  the  order 
named. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan. 

F.  0.  NEWHALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hkadquabtbes  Sixth  Army  Coeps, 

April  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen,  P.  H,  Sheridan, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  requesting  me  to  make  a  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Sixth  Corps  at  the  battle  of  Sailor's  Creek  ou  the  6th 
instant,  and  to  state  in  reply  that,  as  I  informed  you  on  the  day  of  the 
battle,  I  was  under  the  orders  of  Major-General  Meade,  to  whose  army 
my  corps  belonged,  and  that  1  should  make  my  report  to  him.  My 
preliminary  report  of  the  battle  of  Sailor's  Creek  was  sent  to  Brevet 
Major-General  Webb,  chief  of  staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on  the 
night  of  the  6th  instant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Appomattox  Coukt-House,  Va.,  April  13, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  XJ.  S.  Gkant  : 

The  surrender  of  General  Lee's  army  was  finally  completed  to-day. 
We  have  paroled  from  25,000  to  30,000  men.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  pieces  artillery  have  been  received,  about  10,000  small-arms,  and 
71  flags.  I  received  on  the  11th  a  deputation  from  Lynchburg,  propos- 
ing the  surrender  of  that  place  and  asking  for  our  protection.  I  started 
Turner's  division  and  Mackenzie's  cavalry  for  that  point  yesterday 
morning.  I  have  conversed  with  many  of  the  surrendered  officers  and 
am  satisfied  that  by  announcing  at  once  terms  and  a  liberal,  merciful 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  we  can  once  more  have  a  happy, 
united  country.  I  believe  all  reasoning  men  on  both  sides  recognize 
the  fact  that  slavery  is  dead. 

JNO.  GIBBON, 

Major-  General. 


Headqtjaeteks  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Appomattox,  April  13, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

General  Mackenzie  occupied  Lynchburg  at  1.30  p.  m.  yesterday.  He 
reports  an  immense  quantity  of  public  property  there.  Turner's  divis- 
ion will  be  there  to-day.  I  have  directed  him  not  to  destroy  the  rail- 
road stock,  although  he  will  not  be  able  to  bring  it  away  on  account  of 
the  bridges  being  broken. 

JNO.  GIBBON. 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

April  13, 1865.     (Keceived  5.20  p.  m.  14th.) 
Major-General  Meade: 

From  the  state  of  the  roads  and  the  immense  stores  to  be  removed 
from  Lynchburg,  I  shall  probably  be  detained  a  week  longer  at  this 
point. 

JNO.  GIBBON, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ')         Hdqrs.  Artillery  Brigade, 

>  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

No.  68.  )  April  13,  1865. 

I.  The  batteries  of  this  brigade  stationed  near  Eichmond  will  have 
two  days'  rations  cooked  and  everything  in  readiness  to  move  at  day- 
light to-morrow  morning,  April  14, 1865. 

II.  Capt.  William  Stitt,  commanding  Battery  A,  First  Pennsylvania 
Artillery,  will  report  to  Col.  E.  H.  Eipley,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
[Third  Division],  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  immediately  upon  receipt 
of  this,  for  orders  and  be  ready  to  move  his  command  at  6  a.  m„  April 
14, 1865. 

III.  Capt.  Enoch  Jones,  commanding  Battery  H,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  will  report  to  Col.  M.  T.  Donohoe,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
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gade,  [Third  Division],  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  immediately  upon 
receipt  of  this,  for  orders  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  his  command 
at  6  a.  m.,  April  14, 1865, 
By  command  of  Oapt.  J.  E.  Angel,  acting  chief  of  artillery. 

D.  W,  BUEDICK, 
First  Lieut.,  Tenth  New  York  Art.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen. 


Lynchburg,  April  13, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Mackenzie,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade,  sends 

his  compliments  to  General  Muuford  and  requests  that  he  report  to  his 

headquarters  in  Lynchburg  as  soon  as  possible.    Lieutenant-General 

Grant  also  requests  Colonel  Munford  to  report  to  General  Mackenzie. 

THOS.  LITTLE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 


EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  13,  1865, 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

'President  of  the  United  States  : 
Following  is  a  copy  of  note  sent  to-day: 

Judge  John  A.  Campbeli., 

Richmond  : 

SiK :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  inform  yon  that  since  his  paper  'was  'writ- 
ten on  th«  subject  of  reconvening  the  gentlemen  who,  unilei  the  insurrectionary  gov- 
ernment, acted  as  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  events  have  occurred  anticipating  the 
object  had  iu  view.  The  convention  of  such  gentlemen  is  unnecessary.  He  wishes 
the  pxper  to  you  withdrawn,  and  I  shall  recall  any  publication  assembling  them. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

E,  O,  C,  OED, 

Major- General. 


EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  13, 1865. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

Copy  of  order  to  be  published  in  the  city  paper  to-morrow,  April  14: 

Owing  to  recent  events  the  call  for  the  reassembling  of  the  gentlemen  recently 
acting  as  the  legislature  of  Virginia  is  rescinded.  Should  any  of  the  gentlemen 
come  to  the  city  under  the  notice  of  the  reassembling,  already  published,  they  will 
be  famished  with  passports  to  return  to  their  homes. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  April  13, 1865. 
Major-General  Oed, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
Change  the  word  "  call"  and  substitute  the  word  " permission"  for  it 
in  your  notice  which  is  to  be  published  to-morrow  morning,  and  add 
that  any  of  the  persons  named  in  the  call  signed  by  E.  M.  T.  Hunter 
and  others,  who  are  found  in  the  city  twelve  hours  after  the  publication 
of  this  notice,  will  be  subject  to  arrest,  unless  they  are  residents  of  the 
city. 

U,  S,  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  13,  1865— 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  14th.) 

Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant: 

Tour  telegram  regarding  notice  in  to-morrow's  paper  received.    It 
will  be  carried  out. 

E.  O.  C.  OED. 


Richmond,  Ayril  13, 1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9.15  a.  m.  14th.) 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant, 

Washington : 
I  find  no  call  for  a  meeting  signed  by  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  has  been  pub- 
lished.   Do  you  not  mean  the  call  signed  by  J.  A.  Campbell? 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  13, 1865. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington : 

There  are  many  Confederate  surgeons  here  who  were  found  in  charge 
of  hospitals.  The  hospitals  are  broken  up  and  all  the  inmates  who  could 
be  removed  have  been  sent  away.  Shall  I  parole  the  medical  officers 
and  let  them  go  home  ?  A  few  may  be  necessary  to  take  care  of  the 
remaining  patients. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  April  13, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Richmond,  Va. : 
You  may  parole  all  surgeons  left  in  Richmond  whose  services  are  no 
longer  required. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  April  13, 1865. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Richmond : 
Notify  General  Casey  to  suspend  recruiting  until  I  reach  Richmond. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  13, 1865. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

I'resident  of  the  United  States  : 
Mr.  President  :  In  consequence  of  an  order  from  Major-General 
Weitzel  requiring  public  prayer  to  be  offered  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this 
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city  yesterday  drew  up  a  memorial,  to  a  copy  of  which  I  take  the  liberty 
of  beggiug  your  attention.  It  was  rather  informally  jjrepared,  because 
we  did  not  |know]  to  whom  it  onght  to  be  presented.  We  handed  it, 
however,  to  General  Ord,  who  very  courteously  said  that  he  would  send 
it  to  Washington.  It  has  occurred  to  me  since  that  we  ourselves 
ought  to  have  forwarded  it,  but  whether  to  Your  Excellency  or  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  I  cannot  determine.  In  this  dilemma  I  have 
resolved  to  beg  your  own  personal  consideration  of  this  memorial,  and 
all  of  the  clergy  I  have  been  able  to  see  heartily  approve  of  my  course. 
We  wish  to  demean  ourselves  as  peaceable  citizens,  and  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  allay  the  excitement  growing  out  of  the  scenes  through  which 
we  have  just  passed;  but  we  are  placed  in  a  trying  situation.  The 
military  authorities  iu  charge  of  this  city  have  certainly  gained  our 
respect,  and  we  are  anxious  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  thwarting 
in  the  most  remote  degree  their  efforts  for  conciliation,  but,  as  shown 
iu  the  memorial,  we  are  constrained  to  await  ecclesiastical  sanction 
before  we  can  make  any  addition  to  our  i)rescribed  forms  of  prayer. 
The  Confederate  Government,  when  iu  existence  here,  never  attempted 
to  interfere  when  we  deliberated  in  council  about  changing  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  prayer  for  the  I'resident,  and,  indeed,  omitting  it  altogether. 
The  ecclesiastical  sanction  for  again  changing  this  form  to  harmonize 
with  the  restoration  of  theFederal  Government  can,  no  doubt,  be  shortly 
obtained.  Until  then  we  simply  ask  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  con- 
duct our  religious  services  as  heretofore,  with  the  understanding  that 
we  say  and  do  nothing  to  interrupt  the  re  establishment  of  the  United 
States  Government  over  the  people  of  our  congregations.  We  most 
sincerely  believe  that  this  course  will  conduce  more  than  any  other  to 
the  diffusion  of  sentiments  of  peace  and  good  will  among  our  whole 
p?ople. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Mr.  President,  Your  pjxcellency's  humble 
servant, 

JOSHUA  PETERKIN, 
Bector  of  8aint  James'  Church. 

[IncloHiire.] 

Richmond,  April  12, 1865. 
We,  the  undersigned,  clergymen  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  diocese  of  Virginia,  respectfully  represent  that  we  continued  to 
use  the  jffayer  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  (according  to 
our  former  ritual)  for  some  months  after  the  secession  of  the  States 
south  of  us  and  their  formation  of  a  Southern  Confederacy.  The  sub- 
sequent secession  of  Virginia  rendered  the  omission  of  this  prayer 
necessary  and  proper;  but  no  new  form  was  inserted  in  our  liturgy, 
until  our  ecclesiastical  council,  duly  convened,  took  action  to  that 
effect;  the  church  in  each  diocese  following  and  never  anticipating  (as 
some  other  denominations  had  done,  years  ago)  the  political  relations 
of  the  several  States.  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  with  our  Church 
that,  in  great  civil  and  political  changes,  all  denominations  of  Chris- 
tians are  at  liberty  to  arrange  their  forms  of  worship  in  such  manner  as 
may  conduce  most  to  the  edification  of  the  people,  provided  there  be  no 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  State.  But  such  arrangements  are  never 
made  by  us  as  individuals.  As  in  the  ritual  alterations  made  since 
1801,  we  were  obliged. (in  accordance  with  the  usage  of  the  Church  in 
all  ages)  to'  wait  for  authority  from  an  ecclesiastical  council,  so,  as  there 
is  no  union  in  this  country  between  Church  and  State,  are  we  obliged 
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to  wait  at  this  juncture  for  authority  from  a  similar  council,  which  will 
shortly  convene,  before  the  insertion  of  any  form  which  is  not  in  our 
appointed  liturgy.  Although  according  to  every  constitutional  prin- 
ciple of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  tlie  States  composing  the  Union, 
there  is  no  civil  power  which  can  prescribe  the  services  of  any  church 
or  enforce  ecclesiastical  discipline,  yet,  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
political  changes  which  have  occurred,  we  feel  authorized  to  omit  a  form 
which  is  at  variance  with  established  order,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  ecclesiastical  authority  alone  can  authorize  us  to  insert  a  form. 
We  represent  these  circumstances  to  tlie  Government  in  the  confident 
hope  that  no  invidious  distinctions  will  be  made  between  ourselves  and 
other  branches  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  and  in  the  belief,  too,  that 
the  course  we  are  pursuing  will  tend,  more  than  any  other,  to  the  pres- 
ervation ^f  peace  and  good  order. 

GEORGE  WOODBRIDGE, 

Rector  of  the  Monumental  Church. 
CHE.  MINNIGEEODE, 

Rector  of  Saint  PauVs  Church. 
WILLIAM  NORWOOD, 

Rector  of  Saint  John's  Church. 
J.  PETERKIN, 

Rector  of  Saint  James'  Church. 
F.  M.  BAKER, 

Rector  of  Gra,ce  Church, 

[First  inrtorseiueut.] 

Hbadquabters  Department  of  Virginia, 

April  12,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Second  iudurHeineiit.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

April  21, 1865. 
RespectfiTlly  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[Third  iudurHeinent.] 

Washington  City,  April  25, 1865. 
Respectftdly  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

[FourfcU  indurHemcnt.] 

War  DepartmenI', 

April  27,  Iboo. 
Referred  to  Major-General  Halleck. 
Disapproved. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  36.  )  Bichmond,  Va.,  April  13,  1865. 

All  captured  property  other  than  Jiiunitions  of  war  and  subsistence 
stores  will  be  turned  over  promptly  to  the  depot  quartermaster  at  Kich- 
mond.  All  captured  subsistence  stores  and  munitions  of  war  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  appropriate  staff  officers.  All  private  jiroperty 
taken  from  citizens  in  and  about  Richmond  will  be  returned  to  the 
owners.  The  provost-marshal-general  and  his  subordinates  are  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  order. 
By  command  of  Major-General  ( )rd : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  37.  )  Richmond,  Va.,  April  13,  1865. 

Provost-marshals  will  grant  no  passes  to  citizens  from  the  North  or 
officers  to  come  to  this  city,  except  on  orders  from  the  President,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  or  the  department  com- 
mander. Officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  city  will  return  to  their 
respective  commands  at  once  or  be  subject  to  arrest  and  confinement. 
The  provost-marshal-general  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
order. 

By  command  of  Major-Geuerul  Ord : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

\  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  38.  )  Richmond,  Va..  April  13,  1863. 

The  District  of  the  Peninsula  is  hereby  constituted  to  embrace  the 
country  between  the  James  River  and  the  York  River  and  its  northern 
branches,  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  C.  Ludlow,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is 
assigned  to  the  command. 

General  Ludlow  will  also  assume  the  supervision  of  negro  affairs 
within  his  district. 
Bv  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 
^  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Swift  Creek,  April  13,  1865. 

Col.  E.  W.  Smith, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Mv  command  is  here  at  Swift  Creek.     Have  had  a  hard  day's  march. 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major-  General. 
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Rkadquarteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  13, 1865. 
Major-General  Weitzbl, 

Richmond,  Va. : 
There  are  some  ladies  in  Eichniond  whom  I  beg  to  commend  to  your 
favorable  consideration.  One  is  Mrs.  Tucker,  wife  of  Lieutenant 
Tucker,  of  the  Confederate  A.rmy,  and  daughter  of  George  M.  Dallas, 
of  Philadelphia.  The  others  are  daughters  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A. 
Wise,  one  of  them  my  niece.  I  cannot  give  you  the  addresses  of  these 
ladies,  but  I  presume  you  can  readily  ascertain  where  they  are  to  be 
found.  I  would  esteem  it  a  personal  favor  if  you  would  send  to  them 
and  extend  such  consideration  to  them  as  circumstances  permit.  I 
fear  their  condition  is  such  as  to  warrant  an  appeal  to  our  humanity. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Richmond,  April  13, 1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

Having  understood  that  yon  would  like  to  know  something  of  our 
work  in  this  city,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  briefly,  as  follows: 

1.  We  entered  Richmond  with  the  advance  guard,  our  delegates 
having  left  the  stations  behind  the  works  with  the  expectation  that 
there  would  be  an  engagement,  and  that  they  might  be  of  service  in 
helping  minister  to  the  wounded. 

2.  Our  present  rooms,  corner  of  Tenth  and  Capitol  streets,  were 
opened  Monday  afternoon,  April  3. 

3.  We  have  distributed  supplies,  and  visited  hospitals,  prisoners, 
troops,  and  needy  citizens  every  day.  When  transportation  could  be 
had  we  have  distributed  rations  to  the  hungry,  requiring  from  all  a 
voucher  for  their  integrity. 

Tlie  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  city,  the  leading 
pastors  of  the  same,  Mr.  Mumford  and  Colonel  Clapp,  have  aided  us  iu 
many  instances  to  furnish  aid  in  a  delicate  way  to  very  many  suffering 
families.  A  tolerably  accurate  report  gives  us  the  following  result  for 
four  days'  distributioTi :  (1)  1,941  rations  distributed  at  the  door; 
(2)  3,394  rations  distributed  at  the  door;  (3)  845  (food  ran  out)  rations 
distributed  at  the  door;  (4)  2,514  rations  issued  at  the  door. 

In  this  account  no  regard  is  had  to  the  amount  distributed  in  hos- 
pitals. Religious  reading  has  been  distributed  in  large  quantities, 
20,000  copies  of  the  leading  newspapers,  at  least,  having  been  circu- 
lated by  us  since  Richmond  was  taken. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  WILLIAMS, 
Agent,  U.  S.  Christian  Commission,  Army  of  the  James. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  April  13, 1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  Department,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
General  :  By  your  order  Colonel  Sumner  with  his  command  reported 
to  me  on  the  11th  instant.    I  ordered  him  to  Suffolk.    I  learn  from 
Genera]  Graham  that  ou  the  12th  Colonel  Sumner  and  his  command 
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disappeared  from  my  district.  I  (laiiiiot  tliiuk  lie  lias  deserted,  but  I 
apprise  you  of  the  fact  that  proper  steps  may  be  takeu  to  discover  his 
whereabouts.  ' 

G.  H.  GOEDON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Port  Powhatan,  Va.,  April  13,  1865. 
Major-Geueral  Hartsupf, 

I'etersbnrg : 
1  will  reach  Petersburg  to-morrow  with  my  regiment, 

E.  V.  SUMNEE, 
Colonel  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles. 


KiCHMONi),  April  13,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Sewaed, 

Fort  Monroe: 
General  Eead  was  sent,  April  6,  in  commaiid  of  a  brigade  to  burn  a 
bridge.    He  met  two  divisions  of  the  enemy  and  fought  for  one  hour 
and  a  half  with  extreme  gallantry.    He  was  killed  by  a  musket-ball 
entering  above  the  hip.    His  remains  are  at  Burke's  Station. 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Don, 
Rappahannock  River,  April  13,  1865. 

(Eeceived  11.20  a.  m.  14th.) 
Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding : 
•lust  down  from  Fredericksburg;  300  of  Mosby's  men  (cavalry)  passed 
through  Falmouth  bound  to  Fauquier  and  Loudoun  Counties,  on  the 
evening  of  the  lltli  instant. 
ItespectfuUy, 

F.  A.  PAEKEE, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla- 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  13,  1865. 
General  Dwight, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Summit  Point: 

It  is  reported  that  Mosby  is  collecting  his  force  for  a  raid.  The  gen- 
eral wishes  you  to  take  the  necessary  precautions  to  guard  all  exposed 
itoiuts  along  the  railroad. 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  13,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Torbert  : 

Intelligence  is  communicated  from  General  Stevenson  that  Mosby  is 
collecting  his  men  at  Snicker's  Gap  with  the  expressed  view  of  a  raid 
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on  General  Chapman's  camp.  General  Hancock  wishes  you  to  notify 
General  Chapman  that  there  is  such  a  report.  No  reply  has  been 
received  yet  to  the  communication  sent  to  Mosby  on  the  11th,  but  citi- 
zens of  Millwood  report  that  he  says  there  is  no  occasion  for  the  sur- 
render of  his  party.  The  general  wishes  you  to  send  a  strong  detach- 
ment to  Millwood  to  get  such  information  as  practicable. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

P.  S. — The  man  who  took  charge  of  the  letter  to  Mosby  should  be 
seen. 

0.  H.  M. 


WiNCHBSTEE,  April  13,  1865. 
General  Stetknson: 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  be  on  your  guard  against 
Mosby  for  tlie  next  three  or  four  days,  paying  particular  attention  to 
the  river  line  from  Point  of  Rocks,  and  gxiarding  all  exposed  points. 
Mosby  has  been  offered  the  same  terms  as  were  given  to  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia.  If  he  does  not  surrender  the  general  will  send  a 
force  into  Loudoun. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Hakper'«  Fekky,  April  13,  1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  information  that  Mosby  is  collecting  his  own  men,  White's 
battalion,  and  all  straggling  rebels  within  his  reach  near  Snicker's  Gap 
to  make  a  raid.  It  is  to  come  off  as  soon  as  possible.  They  say  it  is 
designed  against  the  cavalry  camp  near  Berry ville,  but  as  they  speak 
of  that  point  it  may  be  designed  for  some  other.  I  think  the  informa- 
tion sufBciently  direct  to  advise  you  of  it. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HARPKii's  Ferry,  April  13,  1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  received  information,  I  think  reliable,  that  Major  White,  com- 
manding White's  battalion,  Mosby's  command,  died  near  Purcellville 
a  few  days  ago  of  fever. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  J).  STEVENSON, 

Britjadier-  General. 
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Hauper's  Ferry,  April  13,  1805. 
Major  LusK, 

Summit  Point: 
You  are  to  relieve  command  at  Charlestown.     Major  Price,  Sixth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  is  to  relieve  tlie  command  at  Halltown.    Orders 
were  sent  to  you  two  days  ago  to  that  effect. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  13,  1865. 
General  S.  S.  CARROLL, 

Commanding  Post: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  it  is  reported 
that  Mosby  has  collected  his  men  for  the  purpose  of  a  raid.  The  gen- 
eral desires  that  you  strengthen  your  guards  about  town  and  have  a 
strong  patrol  through  the  streets  during  the  night  and  for  the  next 
two  or  three  days. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Charleston,  W.  Va.,  April  13,  1865. 
Capt.  John  Whitley,  Jr., 

Commanding,  Loup  Creek,  W.  Va.: 
Keep  an  eye  on  those  rebels ;  report  which  way  they  go. 

JOHN  H.  OLEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  13,  1865 — 2.43  p.  m. 

Col.  W.  W.  McKim, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Philadelphia : 
Please  report  whether  the  strike  and  interruption  of  the  working  of 
coal  mines  in  Schuylkill  County  will  affect  the  supply  or  price  of  coal 
to  the  Government.  The  president  of  the  Preston  Coal  Company  has 
asked  for  military  protection  for  those  miners  willing  to  work  in  that 
county.  To  furnish  this  protection  it  should  appear  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  an  interest  in  the  continued  working  of  the  mines. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  13,  1865. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

Telegram  received.  The  present  strike  of  miners  does  not  affect  the 
supply  or  price  of  coal  for  the  army.  I  learn  that  Preston  Coal  Com- 
pany miners  have  resumed  work,  and  do  not  think  the  interests  of  the 
Government  require  military  interference  at  this  time. 

WM.  W.  McKIM, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  13,  1865. 
Major-Geiieral  Dix, 

New  York : 
The  Department,  after  mature  consideration  and  consultation  with  the 
lieutenant-general  upon  the  results  of  the  recent  campaigns,  has  come 
to  the  following  determination,  which  will  be  carried  into  effect  by 
appropriate  orders  to  be  immediately  issued : 

1 .  To  stop  all  drafting  and  recruiting  in  the  loyal  States.  2.  To  cur- 
tail purchases  for  arms,  ammunition,  quartermaster  and  commissary 
supplies,  and  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  military  establishment  in  its 
several  branches.  3.  To  reduce  the  number  of  general  and  staff  officers 
to  the  actual  necessities  of  the  service.  4.  To  remove  all  military  restric- 
tion upon  trade  and  commerce  so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
public  safety. 

As  soon  as  these  measures  can  be  put  in  operation  it  will  be  made 
known  by  public  orders. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  April  14, 1865. 

(Received  8.30  p.  m.)    ' 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

1  send  you  the  farewell  address  of  Lee  to  his  army,  which  I  obtained 
a  copy  of  at  Appomattox  Court-House  just  as  I  left  there  day  before 
yesterday: 

General  Orders,  \  Headquautkus  Army  ok  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  9.  (  Apnl  10,  1865. 

After  four  years  of  arduous  service,  marked  by  unsurpassed  courage  and  fortitude, 
the  Arm}'  of  Northern  Virginia  has  been  compelled  to  yield  to  overwhelming  numbers 
and  resources.  I  need  not  tell  the  brave  survivors  of  so  many  hard-fought  "battles, 
who  have  remained  steadfast  to  the  Last,  that  I  have  consented  to  the  result  from  no 
distrust  of  them.  Hut,  feeling  that  valor  and  devotion  conld  accomplish  nothing  that 
could  compensate  for  the  loss  that  may  have  attended  the  continuance  of  the  con- 
test, I  determined  to  avoid  the  useless  sacrifice  of  those  whose  past  services  have 
endeared  them  to  their  countrymen.  By  the  terms  of  the  agreement  officers  and  men 
can  return  to  their  liomea  and  remain  until  exchanged.  You  will  take  with  you  the 
satisfaction  that  proceeds  from  the  consciousness  of  duty  faithfully  performed ;  and 
I  earnestly  pray  that  a  merciful  God  will  extend  to  you  his  blessing  and  protection. 
With  an  unceasing  admiration  of  your  constancy  and  devotion  to  your  country,  and 
a  grateful  remembrance  of  your  kind  and  generous  considerations  for  myself,  I  bid 
you  all  an  affectionate  farewell.* 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

E.  B.  WASHBUENE. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  April  14,  1865 — 12  p.  m. 

(Sent  12.20  a.  m.,  15th.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

On  night  train  to  Burlington: 
The  President  was  assassinated  at  Ford's  Theater  at  10.30  to-night 
and  cannot  live.    The  wound  is  a  pistol-shot  through  the  head.     Sec- 

'  See  also  version  of  this  order  as  found  with  records  of  the  cavalry  command  of 
General  Wesley  Merritt,  U.  S.  Army,  Part  I,  p.  1267. 
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retary  Seward  and  liis  son  Frederick  were  also  assassinated  at  their 
residence  and  are  in  a  dangerous  condition.  The  Secretary  of  War 
desires  that  you  return  to  Washington  immediately.  Please  answer  on 
receipt  of  this. 

THOS.  T.  EOKBET, 

Major,  &o. 


Washington,  Aipril  14,  1865. 
General  George  G.  Meade: 

The  President  was  assassinated  at  Ford's  Theater  at  10.30  to-night 
and  cannot  live.  The  wound  is  a  pistol-shot  through  the  head.  Sec- 
retary Seward  and  his  son  Frederick  were  also  assassinated  at  their 
residence  and  are  in  a  dangerous  condition.  General  Grant  has  been 
telegraphed  to  at  Philadelphia  and  returns  to  Washington  at  once. 

THOS,  T.  ECKERT. 

(Same  to  Generals  Ord  and  Patrick.) 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  14, 1865.. 
Major-General  Meade, 

Burke's  Station,  Va.: 
Say  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  and  W.  D.  Coleman  that  they  cam 
return  to  Danville.    At  present  1  have  no  reply  to  make  to  the  ques- 
tion propounded  by  Mr.  Smith.     Should  I  have  hereafter  they  will  be^ 
forwarded  by  special  messenger. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  14,  1865.. 
His  Excellency  W.  Smith: 

Your  letter  to  Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant,  brought  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith  and  W.  U.  Coleman,  was  received  by  me  and  duly  forwarded  to 
Lieutenant-General  Grant.  I  have  to-day  received  a  dispatch  from 
Lieutenant-Generiil  Grant  stating  lie  has  at  present  no  reply  to  make 
to  your  letter  and  should  he  hereafter  have  one  it  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  by  special  messenger. 


Very  respectfully,  &c.. 


GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  April  14,  1865, 

(Received  8.45  p.  m.) 
Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
The  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry  arrived  at  this  camp  at  4.30  p.  m.  this 

day. 

JOS.  B.  COLLINS, 
Captain,  Fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment, 
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Headquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  14,  1865—4.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Griffin, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
We  are  paroling  men  here,  and  desire  to  know  exactly  upon  what 
terms  you  parole  them  at  Appomattox  Court-House.  Do  you  give 
them  transportation  anywhere?  How  about  your  rations?  When 
will  you  probably  leave  Appomattox  Gourt-House  ?  Your  camp-ground 
here  is  selected.    What  road  will  you  take  coming  down  1 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Appomattox  Court-Mouse,  April  14,  1865.     (B.eceived  8  p.  m.) 
Major-Geueral  Weeb: 

We  have  only  paroled  men  belonging  to  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  The  parole  of  the  ofScers  was  taken  for  the  men  to  the  effect 
that  the  latter  should  not  hereafter  serve  in  the  armies  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  or  in  any  military  capacity  whatever  against  the  United 
States  or  render  aid  to  the  enemies  of  the  latter  until  properly 
exchanged  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  mutually  approved  by  the  respec- 
tive authorities.  We  have  taken  no  paroles  from  privates,  having  kept 
a  Confederate  officer  to  give  the  parole  for  men  of  various  commands, 
who  came  in  after  the  departure  of  their  commands.  General  Grant 
issued  an  order  saying  that  officers  and  men  paroled  here,  who  to  reach 
their  homes  are  compelled  to  pass  through  the  lines  of  the  Union 
armies,  will  be  allowed  to  pass  free  on  all  Government  transports  and 
military  railroads.  This  order  has  been  construed  by  us  very  liberally 
where  officers  and  men  have  manifested  an  intention  to  go  home  and 
remain  there,  which  large  numbers  have  done.  Shall  be  at  Parmville 
Sunday,  and  shall  require  rations  there.  Shall  return  by  the  road  along 
the  railroad. 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brevet  Major-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

General  Macy,  please  read  and  return,  and  give  the  transportation 
within  our  lines  as  ordered  by  General  Grant. 

ALEX.  S.  WEBB, 
Brevet  Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  }     Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  31.  i  April  14,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  about  12  m.  Division  commanders 
and  the  commander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  will  see  that  all  their  men 
are  in  camp  ready  to  move  with  their  commajUds.  The  following  will 
be  the  order  of  march:  Second  Division,  Third  Division,  First  Divis- 
ion, artillery,  ambulances,  and  trains.  General  Bartlett  will  detail  a 
strong  regiment  as  rear  guard,  which  will  drive  up  every  straggler. 
Division  commanders  are  requested  to  see  that  all  broken-down  horses 
and  mules  are  turned  loose. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Griffin : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

April  14,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Bartlett, 

Commanding  First  Division: 
General  :  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  send  the  pioneers 
of  your  division,  under  your  division  pioneer  officer,  to  destroy  the 
caissons,  limbers,  and  other  property  of  the  enemy  left  behind.  The 
officer  in  command  will  report  at  once  to  Major  Ashbrook,  ordnance 
officer.  First  Division,  who  will  give  him  the  necessary  instructions. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  14,  1865. 
Major-General  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General:  Brevet  Major-General  Eicketts,  the  assigned  commander 
of  the  Third  Division  of  this  corps,  having  reported  for  duty  after  his 
long  disability  arising  from  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek,  October  19, 1864, 1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  he  may  be 
assigned  by  the  President  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank  of 
major-general  of  volunteers.  Brigadier-General  Seymour,  who  has  so 
ably  commanded  the  division  during  the  absence  of  General  Eicketts, 
will  return  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  in  that  division,  unless  the 
major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  can  assign  him  to 
the  command  of  a  division  in  some  other  corps.  General  Seymour  is 
one  of  the  oldest  of  the  brigadier-generals  serving  with  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

April  14,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  Griffin,  Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  order 
the  brigade  of  the  Third  Division  now  serving  in  your  command  to 
return  to  Nottoway  Court-House  and  report  to  Brevet  Major-General 
Hartranft.    He  desires  that  these  troops  start  to-morrow  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Nottoway,  Va.,  April  14, 1865. 

(Eeceived  8.50  p.  m.) 
General  Eawlins,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Grant  said  to  me  that  when  he  got  to  Eichmoud  he  would 
have  General  Irvin  Gregg  exchanged.  As  he  did  not  go  there  will  you 
have  the  kindness  to  have  it  done  if  possible. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-General. 
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IIeadquartebs  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Burkeville,  April  Id,  1865 — 8.30  p.  in. 
Major-Geueral  Sheridan, 

Nottoway  Gourt-House  : 
About  3,000  dismounted  men  belonging,  I  believe,  to  General  Crook's 
■division  were  ordered  to  report  to  me  some  days  ago  for  guard  duty 
along  the  railway.  They  are  now  camped  near  Wilson's  Station. 
General  Meade  directs  that  they  be  returned  to  their  division.  I  will 
direct  Major  Oldham,  the  commanding  officer,  to  report  in  person  to 
Major-Geueral  Crook  for  instructions. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 

Appomattox  Gourt-House,  Va.,  April  14,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E..  S.  Foster, 

Gommanding  First  Division: 
General  :  During  the  temporary  absence  of  Major-General  Gibbon 
at  Lynchburg,  Brevet  Major-General  Griffin  will  be  in  temporary  com- 
mand of  the  troops  at  this  place. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  MOALE, 
Lieutenant- Golonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


^General  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

No.  28.  \  Near  Lynchburg,  Va.,  April  14,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  Major-Geueral  Gib- 
ibon,  any  soldier,  belonging  either  to  the  Uuiou  or  Confederate  armies, 
'who  shall  be  caught  pillagiug  private  houses,  or  committing  any  out- 
rageous acts  upon  the  i)ersons  of  citizens,  will  be  promptly  reported  to 
ithtse  headquarters  by  any  officers  of  this  command  who  shall  have 
Ikiiowledge  of  the  same,  and  upon  proof  of  such  offense  committed  the 
isoldier  committing  the  same  shall  without  trial  be  hanged.  This  order 
will  be  published  to  all  the  troops  of  this  command  at  once. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mackenzie: 

AUGUSTUS  H.  FENN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  li,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Mr.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  has  just  arrived  under  the  invitation  signed  by 
General  Weitzel.  He  and  Judge  J.  A.  Campbell  wish  a  permit  for 
their  visit  to  you  at  Washington,  I  think,  with  important  communica- 
tions. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 
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EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  14,  1865 — i  p.  m.     ' 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
Several  applicauts  are  here,  some  by  General  Shepley's  invitation,  to 
start  a  newspaper  with  the  type  andjpress  of  the  Sentinel.  I  have 
declined  to  grant  theirapplication.  Can  you  not  send  a  reliable  gen- 
tleman to  attend  to  this  jnatter?  I  am,  where  I  can  do  so  consisteiit 
with  the  interest  of  the  service,  kind  to  the  submissive,  and  I  am  trying 
to  make  the  military  rule  acceptable.  In  order  to  supply  food  and 
fuel  and  enable  the  poor  or  needy  to  get  home,  I  am  about  to  let  the 
coal,  canal,  and  Fredericksburg  railroad  companies  open  their  commu- 
nications with  the  city,  ana  am  granting  passes  home  to  civilians  on, 
the  same  terms  Grant  gave  to  Lee's  army.  Please  correct  me  when, 
this  course  may  require  it. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

>  •  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  39.  )  Richmond,  Va.,  April  14,  1865. 

For  the  purpose  of  (larrying  out  the  requirements  of  General  Orders, 
No.  3fl,  current  series,  from  these  headijuarters,  it  is  ordered  that  all 
ofiBcers  and  soldiers  having  captured  horses,  carriage?, or  other  private 
property  in  their  possession,  turn  the  same  over  at  once  to  the  quarter- 
master of  their  respective  commands,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  depot 
quartermaster  at  liichmond,  or  in  case  the  property  was  taken  from 
citizens  in  or  near  Eichniond,  to  the  nearest  provost-marshal,  to  be 
returned  to  the  owners.  Citizens  having  such  captured  i>roperty  in 
their  possession  will  turn  the  same  over  to  the  provost-marshal. 

Any  person  neglecting  to  comply  promptly  with  this  order  will  be 
])laced  in  arrest  and  punished.  Commanding  officers  will  be  held  to 
strict  accountability  in  reporting  all  cases  of  delinquency  within  their 
respective  commands.  Provost-marslials  will  make  strict  search  for 
captured  property  in  the  hands  of  officers,  and  use  the  utmost  vigilance 
in  attending  to  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  id,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsxiff: 

I  have  issued  an  order  that  any  rebels  coming  and  giving  themselves 
up  will  be  paroled  on  the  same  terms  as  Lee's  army. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  April  14,  1865. 
Major-General  Hartsxtff  : 

It  is  reported  that  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Eifles  are  at  Peters- 
burg.    Please  order  them  to  Richmond  at  once. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Ord: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headqtjauters  Twenty-fifth  Army  Oobps, 

Halifax  Road,  Below  Petersburg,  April  14, 1865. 

G.  M.  Huntington, 

Superintendent,  dec,  City  Point,  Va. : 
I  am  ordered  into  camp  with  my  corps  on  the  line  of  the  military 
road  from  City  Point  to  the  late  camp  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
beyond  and  upon  its  intersection  with  the  Weldon  road.  Please  do  not 
allow  this  road  to  be  disturbed,  and  make  arrangements  for  trains  to 
bring  up  my  supplies  from  City  Point.  Eegular  trains  daily  would  be 
desirable.    I  will  be  in  camp  to-night. 

G.  WEITZBL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  14,  1865. 
Capt.  Pinley  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Corps,  Washington : 
The  remaining  regiments  at  Camp  Stoneman  will  not  move  at  pres- 
ent.    Direct  Colonel  Morgan  to  place  them  in  camp  in  shelter- tents  con- 
venient to  Camp  Stoneman. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  14,  1865. 
General  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington : 
General  Hancock  has  decided  to  send  a  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry 
through  Loudoun  and  Fauquier  Counties  with  the  intention  of  break- 
ing up  Mosby's  band.  He  has  been  summoned  to  surrender  on  the 
terms  given  Lee,  but  does  not  comply.  All  the  cavalry  here  will  move 
across  the  river  near  Front  Eoyal,  crossing  early  Sunday  morning,  and 
by  Sunday  night  will  occupy  a  line  from  Ashby's  Gap  to  Aldie  so  as  to 
prevent  egress.  Infantry  will  be  sent  on  the  Blue  Eidge.  The  gen- 
eral would  like  the  co-operation  of  your  cavalry.  It  should  move  by 
Leesburg,  and  connect  on  Sunday  with  General  Torbert  at  Aldie  and 
cover  the  ground  to  the  river,  holding  all  the  roads  over  the  Catoctin 
range,  passing  through  to  the  west  side  if  practicable.  General  Tor- 
bert will  meet  your  commander  at  Aldie  on  Sunday  and  give  him  fur- 
ther instructions.  The  general  instructions  will  be  to  arrest  every 
able-bodied  man  not  provided  with  a  parole,  and  to  seize  all  service- 
able animals  found  in  the  possession  of  people  whose  loyalty  is  not 
undoubted.  The  general  desires  all  seizures  to  be  made  under  direc- 
tion of  officers,  and  with  such  care  as  to  render  reference  easy  to  any 
particular  case  that  may  come  up  hereafter  in  the  shape  of  claims  for 
stock. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  I).  C,  April  14,  1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Winchester : 
The  Eighth  Illinois  and  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry  will  leave  for 
Leesbuig  to-morrow  under  command  of  General  Gamble,  who  will  meet 
General  Torbert  at  Aldie  on  Sunday.  Your  dispatch  says  that  all 
able-bodied  men  who  have  no  paroles  are  to  be  arrested.  Is  it  meant 
by  this  that  all  citizens  ai'    jo  be  arrested?    Very  few  of  them  have 


any  parole. 


C.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augxir, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington: 
The  general  does  not  care  about  having  the  Third  Eegiment,  or  any 
more  of  the  regiments,  at  Camp  Stoneman  ordered  here  at  present. 

C.  H.  MOKGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  &c. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

April  14, 1865. 
Col.  G,  W.  GiLB, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps: 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  a 
commissioned  officer  and  ten  enlisted  men  to  accompany  train  which 
leaves  this  city  for  Baltimore  April  15.  Shortly  after  leaving  the  city 
the  officer  in  charge  Avill  search  every  car  in  the  train  and  arrest,  if 
found,  J.  Wilkes  Booth,  and  other  parties  whom  you  may  deem  it  for 
the  interest  of  the  service  to  apprehend.  At  each  stopping  place  or 
station  this  search  will  be  made.  The  party  will  in  each  case  return  to 
Washington  by  the  train  leaving  Baltimore  first  after  its  arrival  there, 
and  carry  out  the  same  instructions  on  the  return  trip. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

April  14,  1865. 
General  Hardin, 

Commanding  Division : 
Have  the  battalion  of  the  Thirteenth  Now  York  Cavalry  on  duty  with 
you  sent  to  Fairfax  Court-House  early  to-morrow  morning. 
EespectfuUy,  yours, 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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i-lbadtjuakteks  department  of  washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

April  14,  1865. 
Colonel  Thompson,  Commanding  at  Damestown : 

Colonel:  An  attempt  lias  been  made  to  assassinate  President  Lin- 
coln and   Secretary  Seward.    The  assassins  are  supposed  to  have 
escaped  toward  Maryland.    Send  all  your  available  people  at  once  to 
scout  north  of  Washington  and  arrest  all  suspicious  persons.    Report. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Augur: 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staf  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  J).  C,  April  14,  1865. 
General  Slough,  Commanding,  Alexandria : 

Attempts  have  been  made  upon  the  lives  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Secre- 
tary Seward.  It  is  not  known  in  which  direction  the  assassin  has 
escaped.  Have  all  your  police  and  detectives  out,  and  see  that  no  one 
leaves  the  city  until  further  orders. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty  second  Army  Corps, 

April  14,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Gamble, 

Commanding  at  Fairfax  Court-House : 
General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  in- 
close, as  I  do  herewith,  ofBcial  copy  of  instructions  received  this  day 
from  headquarters  Middle  Military  Division.*  In  compliance  with 
them  he  directs  that  you  move  early  a.  m.  April  15,  with  the  regiments 
Eighth  Illinois  and  Sixteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  via  Leesburg,  to  Aldie, 
connecting  on  Sunday,  April  16,  at  that  place  with  General  Torbert,  to 
whom  you  will  report  for  further  instructions.  You  will  cover  from 
Aldie  and  the  river,  holding  all  roads  over  the  Catoctin  Range,  and 
reaching  through  to  the  west  side,  if  practicable.  Blank  copies  of 
paroles  and  general  orders  for  your  guidance  are  forwarded  by  Major 
Waite. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  14,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Gamble, 

Commanding  at  Fairfax  Court-House  : 
General  :  Send  on  the  expedition  proposed.  Colonel  Sweitzer,  Six- 
teenth New  York  Cavalry,  with  his  entire  regiment.     If  a  force  is 

*  See  Morgan  to  Augur,  p.  750. 
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required  in  front  of  the  line  now  occupied  by  liim  during  his  absence  it 
can  be  furnisiied  from  tlie  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry.  Send  an  ofliccr  to 
report  at  these  headquarters  at  I)  a.  m.  April  15,  to  obtain  rations  and 
forage  to  meet  the  expedition  at  Boyd's  Hole.  Do  not  send  any  of  the 
Eighth  Illinois  with  Colonel  Sweitzer.  No  artillery  is  needed. 
Ijy  command  of  Major-General  Augur : 

J.  II,  TAYLOK, 
Cliief  of  Staff  and  Asnstant  Adjutcmt-Gencral. 


Faiufax  CouuT-llotiSE,  April  14,  1865. 

(Eeceived  1  p.  m.) 
General  C.  C.  AuGUR, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  The  cavalry  will  be  ready  on  Saturday  for  the  expedition 
you  mentioned  to  me.  I3y  a  two  days'  march  from  here  the  cavalry  can 
connect  with  the  fleet  in  the  river  at  Boyd's  Uole,  instead  of  Belle 
i'lain.  Eations  for  three  days  and  forage  for  two  days  can  be  brought 
on  the  horses. 

WM,  GAMBLE, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


headtiuartkrs  department  op  washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D,  C,  April  14, 1865. 

General  Gamble, 

Commanding  at  Fairfax  Cotirt- House : 

Will  your  command  be  ready  to  start  to-morrow  morning?  Give  me 
the  number  of  men  and  horses  that  will  accompany  it.  I  have  infor- 
mation that  300  of  Mosby's  conunand  passed  through  Falmouth  on  the 
11th  for  Fauquier  and  Loudoun  Counties. 

C.  C.  AUGUK, 

Major-General. 


Fairfax  Court-IIouse,  April  14,  1865. 

(Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Augur  : 

(iENERAl:  The  cavalry  (800)  will  be  ready  to-morrow  morning. 
Please  give  me  tlie  necessary  orders  and  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
march.     Colonel  Sweitzer  will  be  in  command  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

W.  GAMBLE, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  14,  1805. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Gamble, 

Fairfax  Gourt-House  : 
(rENERAL:  The  expedition  to  the  Northern  Neck  is  countermanded. 
Have  the  Eighth  Illinois  and  Sixteenth  New  York  prepared  to  move 
48  R  R- 
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early  to-morrow  morning,  April  15.  Go  in  person  in  command.  Carry- 
three  (lays'  forage.  Major  Waite  goes  to  Fairfax  Court-House  tLis 
p.  m.,  with  dispatches  for  your  guidance.  The  battalion  Thirteenth 
New  York  Cavalry  in  Washington  will  move  to  Fairfax  April  15.  One 
squadron  to  take  post  at  the  station,  and  tJie  other  at  the  Court  House. 
Direct  Colonel  Gansevoort  to  occupy  Vienna  with  a  squadron  of  the 
battalion  at  Prospect  Hill.  Take  no  artillery.  Concentrate  the  Eighth 
Illinois.  Leave  no  men  of  the  Sixteenth  or  Eighth  iu  camp  who  are 
eftective.  Report  departure  and  strength. 
By  command  of  Ma  jor-Geueral  Augur : 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Atljiiiant- General. 


HKADCiTJARTERS   DkPAUTMKNT    OF  WASHINGTON, 

TWENTY-SKCONU  ARMY  CORPS, 

A2)ril  Id,  IbOS. 

Col.   N.   B.   SWEITZER, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Neiv  Yoric  Cavalry  : 
Tiie  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
object  of  your  expedition  is  to  rid  the  section  of  country  in  which  you 
operate  of  detached  bodies  of  rebels  and  gueirillas.  In  the  event  of 
your  meeting  a  force  of  these  people  yon  will  offer  them  under  a  flag 
the  terms  granted  to  General  Lee's  army  by  the  order  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  accepting  the  surrender  of  that  army.  If 
they  refuse  the  terms  proflered  they  will  of  course  be  attacked  and  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  if  possible.  Blank  paroles  and  general  orders  speci- 
fying the  cotirse  to  be  pursued  in  paroling  are  foiwarded  by  Major  Waite, 
Eiglith  Illinois  Cavalry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  at  these 
headquarters,  who  will  accompany  you.  The  major-general  command- 
ing directs  further  that  yon  take  means  to  prevent  pillaging  and  robbing 
or  straggling  by  your  i^eople.  No  property,  excepting  that  held  by  the 
rebels  in  arms  which  cannot  be  brought  in  by  you,  will  be  destroyed. 
You  are  expected  to  embrace  in  your  operations  the  entire  Northern 
Neck.    These  headquarters  will  communicate  with  you  at  Boyd's  Hole. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

A2>ril  14,  lf^(J5. 

Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Saint  Inij/oes,  Md.  : 

An  attempt  has  been  made  this  p.  m.  to  assassinate  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  State.    The  parties  may  cscap.    or  attempt  to 
escape  across  the  Potomac. 
Respectfully, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  AdpitantGeneral. 

(For  the  major-general  commanding.) 


Cbap.  LVin.]  CORKESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  755 

Headquakters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  14,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Dwight  : 

An  order  is  issued  to-night,  directing  a  detail  of  one  brigade  of  your 
division  for  special  service.  It  will  move  to-morrow  night  with  three 
days'  rations  in  haversacks  and  six  days'  rations  in  wagons.  Tlie  gen- 
eral wishes  you  to  detail  a  brigade  not  commanded  by  a  general  officer 
if  practicable,  as  (icneral  Egan,  who  is  placed  in  command  of  the  exjje- 
ditioii  composed  of  three  brigades,  has  not  much  rank. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier -Oeneral,  (be. 


llARPKit's  Perry,  April  11, 1805, 
Genenil  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
In  a(!cordance  with  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I 
have  withdrawn  the  force  of  dismounted  men  from  Summit  Point  and 
ordered  Major  Lusk  to  occupy  Charlestown.  lie  telegraphs  me  this 
morning  that  on  arrival  at  Charlestown  he  found  the  town  occupied  by 
Colonel  Peck,  One  hundred  and  seventy-third  New  York  Volunteers, 
who  interfered  with  the  execution  of  his  orders.  This  general's  direc- 
tions, telegraph  of  10th  instant,  are  for  me  to  "  relieve  all  dismounted 
cavalry  as  far  as  Charlestown.  General  Dwight  will  be  directed  to 
protect  the  railroad  from  your  post  at  Charlestown  to  the  Opequou 
bridge."  This  officer  at  Charlestown  is  there  evidently  iu  violation  of 
the  expressed  purpose  of  the  general  commanding.  I  would  respect- 
lully  ask  that  he  be  ordered  to  withdraw  his  command  from  tlio  iiost  to 
the  line  of  road,  as  contemplated  by  the  general  commanding. 

JOiysT  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


WiNCiiESTJCR,  April  11,  1805. 
General  Stevenson: 

General  Dwight  has  been  directed  to  withdraw  the  One  hundred  and 
seventy-third  New  York.  Please  send  up  to  Stephenson's  Depot,  in 
care  of  Captain  Wray,  the  canvas  bridge  train  which  arrived  at  the 
Ferry  day  before  yesterday.  It  should  be  at  Stephenson's  some  time 
to-night. 

C.  n.  MOliGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


IlEADtilTAllTERS   MIDDLE   MILITARY   DIVISION, 

April  11,  1805. 
Genei-.il  .1.  D.  Stevenson, 

Harperh  Ferry: 

An  order  will  reach  you  to-morrow  directing  you  to  picket  the  Shen- 
andoah so  as  to  prevent  any  crossing  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Evitt's 
liun  for  three  or  four  days  while  a  large  force  is  operating  in  Loudoun. 
You  can  use  any  troops  you  see  fit  for  that  purpose.    Ihe  men  should 
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be  supplied  with  three  days'  rations  and  the  picket-line  should  be 
established  at  early  day  on  Sunday,  the  men  moving  in  the  night. 
The  river  line  from  Bandy  Hook  down  should  also  be  well  i>icketed. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 

If  you  have  a  few  men  thoroughly  acquainted  with  tJic  people  of 
Loudoun  send  them  up  to-morrow  to  mc  as  guides. 

(J.  H.  M. 


Harper's  Ferry,  April  id,  1865. 
Major  LusK, 

Commanding,  Charlestown,  Va. : 
The  One  hundred  and  seventy-third  New  York  has  been  ordered  to 
withdraw  from  Charlestown.    You  will  occupy  that  post,  connecting 
with  the  pickets  from  Halltown. 

JOHN  ]>.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Baltimore,  April  14,  1865. 
Colonel  SewALL, 

Annapolis : 

Permit  no  boats  to  leave  Annapolis  until  further  orders.    Arrest  all 
suspicious  persons.    No  trains  will  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the  road. 
Suppress  any  outbreak.    There  will  undoubtedly  be  great  excitement 
over  the  assassination  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Morris : 

SAML.  B.  LAWRENCE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

April  Id,  1865— Midnight. 
General  AuGUR: 

The  Secretary  directs  that  the  troops  turn  out ;  the  guards  be  doubled ; 
the  forts  be  alert;  guns  manned ;  special  vigilance  and  guard  about  the 
Capitol  Prison.  I  advise,  if  your  men  areiiot  sufficiently  numerous,  call 
ujjon  General  Eucker  for  assistance  in  furnishing  guards. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
(Quartermaster-General  and  Brevet  Major -General. 


War  Department, 
April  15,  1865 — 12.50  a.  m. 
Lieuteuant-General  Grant, 

Philadelphia : 
Permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  to  keep  a  close  watch  on  all  persons 
who  come  near  you  in  the  cars  or  otherwise;  also,  that  an  engine  be 
sent  in  front  of  the  train  to  guard  against  anything  being  on  the  track. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  /Secretary  of  War, 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  15,  1865. 
-Liieutenant-General  Grant  : 

General  :  I  beg  to  call  your  attentiou  to  the  security  of  this  city, 
and  especially  to  the  large  number  of  rebel  officers  and  privates,  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  rebel  refugees,  and  deserters  that  are  among  us,  and 
ask  yon  to  see  that  adequate  force  and  vigilance  are  employed.  Direc- 
tions were  given  Major-General  Augur  on  this  subject  last  night,  and 
also  instructions  to  look  to  the  condition  of  the  forts  and  defenses. 
Adequate  provision  may  have  beeu  made,  but  at  the  present  deplorable 
juncture  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ask  you  to  consider  yourself  specially 
charged  with  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  security  and  defense  of  this 
national  capital.  Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  these  instruc- 
tions. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

April  15,  1865—13.50  a.  m. 
John  W.  Garrett, 

Baltimore: 

Licutenant-Geueral  Grant  is  now  returning  to  this  city,  where  he  is 
recalled  by  the  assassination  of  the  President.  Please  have  your 
road  in  readiness  to  give  him  the  most  prompt  and  unimpeded  pas- 
sage. 

G.  A.  DANA. 


Gamden  Station,  April  15,  1865. 

(Received  .3  a.  iii.^ 
Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 
I  have  instructed  every  arrangement  to  be  made  to  insure  the  safety 
and  the  most  prompt  passage  of  the  lieuteuant-general.     i  am  greatly 
shocked  by  the  terrible  calamity  you  announce.    Pray  advise  us  of 
any  service  we  cau  render  in  any  form. 

J.  W.  GARRETT. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  15,  1865. 
Mrs.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Burlington: 
I  am  requested  by  the  lieutenant-general  to  inform  you  of  his  safe 
arrival.    Please  inform  Mrs.  Dent.    The  President  died  this  morning. 
There  are  still  hoi)es  of  Secretary  Seward's  recovery. 

S.  H.  BECKWITil. 


Camden  Station,  Baltimore,  April  15, 1865. 

(Received  12.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok: 

Please  direct  General  Hancock  to  send  a  regiment  of  infantry  to 
Havre  de  Grace  bridge  without  delay.    One  company  of  cavalry  should 


758  N.  AND  SE.  VA.,  W.  VA.,  MD.,  AND  PA.  [Chap.  Lvm. 

also  be  sent  there  for  the  present.  If  you  can  bring  down  from  the 
i^orth  a  regiment  sooner  than  it  could  be  got  from  Hancock  you  may 
direct  one  from  there  to  Havre  de  Grace. 

IT.  S.  GEANT, 

Lictitenunt-  (fen  era  I. 


Washington,  I).  C,  April  Xo,  JSO/i. 
Hon.  B.  B.  Washburne, 

City  Point : 
I  will  not  go  to  Itichmoiid  for  ten  days  or  jnore.     I  cannot  leave  here 
at  present. 

U.  S,  GRANT, 

JAeutcnant-General. 


Headqtjari'ers  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Aiyril  ]5,  1865 — 1  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

A  dis]>atch  yesterday  received  from  Major-General  Gibbon  stated 
that,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  property  found  at  Lynchburg  and 
the  condition  of  the  roads,  it  would  require  at  least  a  week  before  it 
conld  be  all  removed.  To-day  we  have  a  very  heavy  rain-storm  which 
will  protract  this  operation  and  render  the  transmission  of  supplies  to 
Farniville  very  diflicult. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

April  13,  18(15 — 2  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

I  see  by  an  order,  in  the  Richmond  Whig,  of  Major-General  Ord's, 
that  passes  to  visit  Richmond  are  not  to  be  respected  unless  signed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  yourself,  or  Major-General  Ord.  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  authorize  my  giving  passes  to  such  ofi&cers  of  this 
army  as  can  be  spared  who  desire  to  visit  Richmond,  and,  if  I  am  so 
authorized,  that  you  will  notify  Major-General  Ord  to  that  effect. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )      Headqttarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  — .  \  April  15,  1865. 

The  corps  will  march  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  and  in  the  following 
order:     First  Division,  Third  Division,  Second  Division;  artillery  .and 
trains  in  rear.    General  Ayres  will  detail  one  good  regiment  as  rear 
guard.    The  corps  goes  to  Farmville  to-morrow. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Griflin : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Brevet  Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Hkadquarteks  Sixth  Army  Corps, 

April  15,  1865. 
Major-Geiieral  Webb, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
With  deepest  sorrow  the  dispatch  announcing  the  assassination  of 
the  President  of  tlie  United  States  and  the  Secretary  and  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  is  received,  and  I  advise  that  every  officer  of  the 
rebel  army  within  control  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  be  at  once 
closely  contined,  with  a  view  to  retaliation  upon  their  persons  for  so 
horrible  an  outrage. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major-  General, 


IIkadqitarters  Third  Division,  fcixTii  Army  Corps, 

April  15,  1865. 

Recommendations  for  promotion  for  gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Peters- 
hnrg,  Va.,  April  3,  1865. 

Staff,  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps:  Capt.  and  Bvt.  Maj. 
Andrew  J.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  twenty  second  New  York  Volun- 
teers, acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army 
Corps,  to  be  brevet  lieutenant-colonel;  Capt.  and  Bvt.  Maj.  O.  V. 
Tracy,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  division 
inspector.  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  to  be  brevet  lieutenant- 
colonel  ;  Capt.  E.  S.  Norvell,  Sixth  Maryland  Volunteers,  chief  of  pioneers, 
Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  to  be  brevet  major;  First  Lieut.  R. 
N.  Verplanck,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  aide- 
de-camp,  to  be  brevet  captain;  First  Lieut.  S.  H.  Lewis,  jr..  Tenth 
Vermont  Volunteers,  provost  guard.  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps, 
to  be  brevet  captain. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps:  Col.  William  S. 
Truex,  Fourteenth  New  .Jersey  Volunteers,  commanding  brigade,  to  be 
brevet  brigadier-general;  Capt.  and  Bvt.  Maj.  Charles  H.  Leonard, 
assistant  adjutant- general,  to  be  brevet  lieutenant-colonel;  Capt. 
and  Bvt.  Maj.  Charles  M.  Bartruff,  acting  aide-de-camp,  to  be  bre- 
vet lieutenant  colonel;  Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Miller,  acting  aide-de-camx), 
to  be  brevet  major;  Lieut.  Col.  George  B.  Damon,  Tenth  Vermont 
Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  colonel;  Lieut.  Col.  Alvah  W.  Briggs,  One 
hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  colonel ;  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  J.  Janeway,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet 
colonel;  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Bogardus,  One  hundred  and  flfty-flrst 
New  York  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  colonel;  Capt.  Thomas  Shaw,  One 
hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major;  Capt. 
and  Bvt.  Maj.  S.  C.  Bailey,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  to  be 
brevet  lieutenant-colonel;  Capt.  Cornelius  S.  Barkalow,  Fourteenth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major;  Capt.  Hiram  A.  Kimball, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major; 
Capt.  Hobart  Williams,  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  New  York  Volun- 
teers, to  be  brevet  major;  Capt.  George  J.  Oakes,  One  hundred  and 
fifty- first  New  York  Volunteers, to  be  brevet  major;  Capt.  James  Tear- 
ney,  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major; 
Capt.  Z.  E.  Hersh,  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  to  be  bre- 
vet major;  Capt.  F.I.  Thomas,  Eighty- seventh  Pennsylvania Volun- 
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teers,  to  be  brevet  major;  Capt.  George  W.  Bobbins,  Fourteenth  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  commanding  sharpshooters  First  Brigade,  to  be 
brevet  major;  First  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  James  M;  Bead,  Tenth  Vermont 
Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  captain ;  First  Lieut.  James  C.  Birge,  One 
hundred  and  sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  captain. 

Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps:  Capt.  W.  L. 
Shaw,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  brigade  inspector,  to 
be  brevet  major ;  Col.  M.  E.  McCleunan,  One  hundred  and  thirty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  brigadier-general ;  Lieut.  Col. 
Charles  M.  Cornyn,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteers, 
to  be  brevet  colonel;  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Snyder,  Ninth  New  York 
Artillery,  to  be  brevet  colonel;  Maj.  Clifton  K.  Prentiss,  Sixth  Mary- 
land Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  colonel;  Maj.  John  W.  Ross,  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  lieutenant-col- 
onel; Maj.  William  Wood,  Ninth  New  York  Artillery,  to  be  brevet 
lieutenant-colonel;  Maj.  Anson  S.  Wood,  Ninth  New  York  Artillery,  to 
be  brevet  lieutenant-colonel;  Capt.  and  Bvt.  Maj.  S.  B.  Lamoreaux, 
Ninth  New  York  Artillery,  to  be  brevet  lieutenant-colonel;  Capt. 
Charles  J.  Gibson,  One  hundred  and  twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteers, 
to  be  brevet  major;  Capt.  Harrison  D.  Yarmett,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major;  Capt.  Corydon  E. 
Patterson,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  be 
brevet  major;  Capt.  James  W.  Moffat,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
Ohio  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major;  Capt.  John  J.  Bradshaw,  Sixth 
Maryland  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major;  Capt.  Thomas  Ocker, 
Sixth  Maryland  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major;  First  Lieut,  and  Adjt. 
G.  A.  Brown,  Ninth  New  York  Artillery,  to  be  brevet  captain;  First 
Lieut.  Jason  L.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
to  be  brevet  captain;  First  Lieut.  Albert  A,  Hubbard,  One  hundred 
and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  captain;  First  Lieut.  William 
H.  Harry,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  cap- 
tain ;  First  Lieut.  Joseph  L.  Mahan,  Sixth  Maryland  Volunteers,  to  be 
brevet  captain;  First  Lieut.  Thomas  Duff,  Sixth  Maryland  Volunteers, 
to  be  brevet  captain ;  First  Lieut.  Albert  F.  Rittenhouse,  Sixth  Mary- 
land Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  captain ;  First  Lieut.  G.  M.  Eichelberger, 
Sixth  Maryland  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  captain. 

T.  SEYMOUR, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTEER   AllMIES   OP   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

Washington,  A])ril  15,  1S05 — 7  j).  in. 
Major-General  Sheridan  : 

General  Sherman  is  in  motion  after  Johnston's  army.  It  may  be  that 
instead  of  surrendering,  Johnston  may  follow  his  usual  tactics  of  foil- 
ing back  whenever  too  hard  pressed.  If  so,  Sherman  has  not  got 
cavalry  enough  to  head  off  and  capture  his  army.  I  want  you  to  get 
your  cavalry  in  readiness  to  push  south  and  make  up  this  deficiency 
if  it  becomes  necessary.  Sherman  expected  to  occupy  Raleigh  on  the 
13th,  but  does  not  say  which  way  the  enemy  is  moving.  I  hope  to  hear 
farther  from  him  almost  any  hour,  and  will  inform  you  when  I  do. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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IIeadquartebs  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  April  15,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sheridan, 

Burkeville  : 
The  following  is  forwarded  for  your  iuformation : 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  IS,  1SG5. 
General  U.  S.  Grant: 

I  eutered  Raleigh  this  morning.  Johnston  has  retreated  weBtward.  I  shall  move 
to  Ashevillo  and  Salisbury  or  Charlotte.  I  hope  Sheridan  is  coming  this  way  with 
liis  cavalry.  If  I  can  bring  Johnston  to  a  stand  can  soon  fix  him.  The  people  here 
had  not  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Loo,  and  hardly  credit  it.     All  well. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-Ucneral. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


ilEADtJTJABTEliS   NiNTH   ARMY   CORPS, 

Apr.il  15,  ISGo. 
Major-General  Sheridan: 

1  am  afraid  it  is  indeed  true.  Army  headquarters  asked  City  Point 
iu  reference  to  the  genuiueuess  of  the  disjjatch  and  City  Point  replies 
it  is  reliable  and  has  been  since  confirmed.  It  is  too  horrible  to  con- 
template with  composure. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

3Iajor- General. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Nottoivay  Court-Housc,  April  15, 1865. 
The  command  will  move  at  G  a.  m.  to-morrow  for  City  Point  under 
command  of  Major-General  Crook,  unless  halted  at  some  intermediate 
point  by  orders  from  these  headquarters. 
Jiy  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

J  AS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Jirevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  ktaff. 


Cavalry  Headquarters, 
Nottoway  (Jourt-House,  April  15, 1805. 
The  order  of  this  date  directing  this  command  to  move  to  City  Point 
is  hereby  rescinded,  and  the  cavalry  will  remain  in  camp  at  this  place 
until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Sheridan : 

JAS.  AV.  FORSYTH, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Utaff. 


Ap)>omattox,  April  15,  lS(i5. 
Major-General  Ord, 

Commanding  at  Richmond: 

Yours  of  the  13th  was  received  to-day.  I  liave  just  returned  from 
Lyncliburg.  Turner's  division  and  the  cavalry  will  return  from  tliere 
to  morrow,  and  the  whole  force  leave  here  for  Farmvillc  Tuesday. 

JNO.  GIBBON, 

Major-General. 
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Washington,  April  15, 1865 — 3  a.  to. 
Major-General  Oed, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
Attempts  have  been  made  to-night  to  assassinate  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  State.    Arrest  all  i)ersons  who  may  enter  your  lines  by 
water  or  land.     Particnlars  will  be  given  hereafter. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  MnjorGenoriil  Hancock.) 


Washington  City,  April  13,  JSC5 — I  p.  m. 
Major-Oeneral  Ord, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
Arrest  J.  A.  Campbell,  Mayor  Mayo,  and  the  members  of  the  old 
council  of  llichmond,  who  have  not  yet  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  put  them  in  Libby  Prison.  Hold  them  guarded  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  escape  until  further  orders.  Also  arrest  all  paroled  officers 
and  surgeons  until  they  can  be  sent  beyond  our  lines,  unless  they  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  oath  need  not  be  received  from  any  one 
who  you  have  not  good  reason  to  believe  will  observe  it,  and  from  none 
who  are  excluded  by  the  President's  proclamation,  without  authority 
of  the  President  to  do  so.  Extreme  rigor  will  have  to  be  observed 
whilst  assassination  remains  the  order  of  the  day  with  the  rebels. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  15,  1865. 
General  U.  S.  Grant: 

Cipher  dispatch  directing  certain  parties  to  be  arrested  is  received. 
The  two  citizens  I  have  seen.  They  are  old,  nearly  helpless,  and  I 
think  incapable  of  harm.  Lee  and  staff  are  in  town  among  the  paroled 
prisoners.  Should  I  arrest  them  under  the  circumstances  I  think  the 
rebellion  here  would  be  reopened.  I  will  risk  my  life  that  the  present 
paroles  will  bo  kept,  and  if  you  will  allow  me  to  do  so  trust  the  people 
here  who,  I  believe,  are  ignorant  of  the  assassination,  done,  I  think,  by 
some  insane  Brutus  with  but  few  accomplic^es.  Mr.  Campbell  and 
Iluuter  pressed  me  earnestly  yesterday  to  send  them  to  Washington  to 
sec  the  President.   Would  they  have  done  so  if  guilty'?   Please  answer. 

E.  U.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  April  15,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  Oed, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
On  reflection  I  will  withdraw  my  dispatch  of  this  date  directing  the 
arrest  of  Campbell,  Mayo,  and  others  so  far  as  it  may  be  regarded  as  an 
order,  and  leave  it  in  the  light  of  a  suggestion,  to  be  executed  only  so 
far  as  you  may  judge  the  good  of  the  service  demands. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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EiCHMOND,  Va.,  April  15,  1865—9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  10.20  p.  m.) 
Lievit.  Gen.  U.  S.  Geant: 

Second  telegram,   leaving  the  subject  of  arrest  in  my  liands,  is 
received. 

K.  O.  G.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


Richmond,  April  15,  I8ii5 — Noon. 
Tresident  of  the  United  States: 

I  do  trust  you  will  not  deem  it  necessary  to  call  an  extra  session  of 
Congress.  1  believe  it  would  lead  only  to  evil.  I  am  just  from  Appo- 
mattox Goiirt-House,  where  I  saw  the  entire  rebel  army  lay  down  their 
arms.  I  talked  with  a  large  number  of  their  general  officers,  and  found 
a  much  better  spirit  than  1  had  anticipated. 

E.  B.  WASIIBURNE. 


Richmond,  April  15,  1S65. 
The  President: 

I  heartily  indorse  Mr.  Washburne's  telegraph.  The  change  in  senti- 
ment here,  after  contrasting  the  past  tyranny  with  the  present  unex- 
pected good  order  and  freedom,  makes  lae  think  your  proclamation  of 
emaucipatiou  will  be  supported  by  a  majority  in  Virginia. 

E,  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

'>  Army  of  the  James, 

No.  40.  )  Richmond,  Va.,  April  15,  1805. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  K.  Patrick,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  to 
the  commanding  general  of  the  department  for  assignment  to  duty,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  duty  as  provost-marshal-general  of  the  Department  of  Virginia. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  John  Coughlin,  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  i>rovost-marshal-general  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia,  and  will  report  in  person  to  the  major-general  com- 
manding for  instructions. 

III.  Brig.  Geu,  N.  M.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  to 
the  commanding  general  of  the  department  for  assignment  to  light 
duty,  is  announced  as  temporarily  attached  to  the  department  staff, 
and  will  be  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Ord : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
A  ssistan  t  A  djutant-  General. 


Burkeville,  April  15, 1865. 
Major-General  Weitzel  : 

It  is  raining  again,  and  the  road  is  almost  impassable  for  my  jaded 
horses.  Please  send  8,000  pounds  of  forage  on  the  railroad  cars,  with 
directions  to  have  it  dropped  at  Wilson's  Station.  I  shall  reach  there 
to-morrow  moruing.    Telegraph  me  at  Nottoway  Court-House. 

R.  H.  JACKSON, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General. 
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ElCHMOND,  April  15,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  L.  Abbot, 

Broadway : 

General  Ord  wishes  me  to  inform  you  that  Fort  Darling  and  other 
works  at  Drewry's  Bluff  are  not  to  be  dismounted,  at  least  for  the 
present.  He  also  mentioned  the  works  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
but  I  suppose  they  are  already  dismounted. 

W.  E.  KING, 
Brevet  Captain^  &c. 


HBADQtTAETEES  TWENTY-FIFTH  ARMY  GORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  April  15,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Kautz, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps: 
General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  order  all 
of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  now  in  your  command  to  report 
without  delay  to  Major-General  HartsuiJ',  commanding  U.  S.  forces  at 
I'etersburg,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r>.  D.  WHEELEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ITeadqitarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  1.'),  J8(>5. 
Major-General  IIalleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  understand  that  most  of  the  forces  in  the  Valley  will  surrender,  and 
have  made  arrangements  to  meet  them  Wednesday  next  at  New  Market 
for  this  purpose.  The  commanders  surrender  their  detachments  and 
battalions  without  regard  to  higher  organizations.  I  do  not  know 
what  effect  the  intelligence  of  the  murder  of  the  President  will  have  on 
their  determination. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


Winchester,  Va.,  Aj)ril  J5, 1805. 

(Iteceived  12.30  p.  m.) 
Major-Gc.neral  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  would  respectfully  inquire  whether  your  dispatch*  directing  the 
arrest  of  all  persons  coming  into  the  lines  is  intended  to  make  any 
changes  concerning  the  disposition  of  prisoners  coming  in  to  give  their 
paroles.  They  have  just  commenced  coming  in,  and  I  expect  a  regi- 
ment of  Imboden's  command  in  this  morning.  I  am  particular  in  ask- 
ing, as  the  disposition  made  of  those  who  come  in  first  will  affect  the 
conduct  of  those  now  hesitating  about  giving  themselves  uji. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

'  See  2  a.  in.,  ]>.  762. 
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Washington,  D.  0.,  April  15,  1865 — 1.35  p.  in. 
Major-Geiieral  HANCOCK, 

Winchester,  Va.: 
General  Grant  directs  that  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  one  company 
of  cavalry  be  immediately  sent  to  Havre  de  G  race  bridge.    Select  those 
that  can  be  sent  there  the  soonest  possible. 

H.  W.  IIALLEGK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Htaff. 


Washington,  D.  G,,  April  15, 1805 — 3.50  p.  vt. 
Major-Geueral  Hancock, 

Winchester  : 
The  object  of  my  telegram  last  night  was  to  have  all  persons  stojjped 
who  might  leave  Washington  by  cars  or  canal  boats  or  otherwise.  Of 
course,  women  and  children  and  well-known  loyal  men  would  be  imme- 
diately permitted  to  pursue  their  journey.  Moreover,  it  was  not 
intended  to  include  persons  coming  toward  Washington  from  the  West, 
nor  from  such  a  direction  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  they  were  not  in 
Washington  last  night.  Yon  will  do  everything  in  yoiu-  power  to  detect 
the  murderers  and  assassins. 

H.  W,  HALLEGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  ktaff. 


Washington,  D.  G.,  April  15,  1805 — 3.10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hancock, 

Winchester : 
Please  send  a  small  infantry  regiment  to  Fort  Delaware  to  assist  in 
guarding  prisoners  of  war.  It  should  be  an  old  regiment.  If  they  have 
tents  they  will  take  them  with  them;  if  not,  make  reciuisition  on 
Quartermaster-General  to  send  them  to  Fort  Delaware  to  meet  the 
regiment.    Send  it  as  soon  as  ijossible. 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


WlNCHESTiiK,  Va.,  April  15,  1805. 

(fleceived  4  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  troops  will  leave  for  Havre  de  Grace  about  4  p.  m.    One  regi- 
ment of  Nineteenth  Corps  from  Summit  Point  and  one  squadron  from 
Stephenson's  Depot. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Apuil  15, 18G5. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock, 

Commanding,  <&c.: 
General  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  your  chief  of  staff,  Brig- 
adier-General Morgan,  inclosing  copies  of  correspondence  between 
Generals  Grant  and  Lee,  and  informing  me  that  you  would  appoint  an 
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oflicer  of  equal  lank  with  myself  to  arrange  details  for  the  surrender 
of  the  forces  under  my  command.  As  yet  I  have  no  notice  through 
any  other  source  of  the  facts  concerning  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Yirginia,  nor,  in  my  opinion,  has  the  emergency  yet  arisen 
which  would  justify  the  surrender  of  my  command.  With  no  disposi 
tion,  however,  to  cause  the  useless  effusion  of  blood  or  to  inflict  on  a 
war-worn  population  any  unnecessary  distress,  T  am  ready  to  agree  to 
a  suspension  of  hostilities  for  a  short  time  in  order  to  enable  me  to 
communicate  with  my  own  authorities  or  until  I  can  obtnin  sufficient 
intelligence  to  determine  my  future  action.  Should  you  accede  to  this 
proposition,  1  am  ready  to  meet  any  person  you  may  designate  to 
arrange  the  terms  of  an  armistice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  S.  MOSBY, 
Colonel,  C.  S.  Army. 


AVasiiington,  1).  C,  A2)ril  J5,  1S05. 

Major-General  Augur, 

Commanding,  Washington : 

General  :  Should  either  of  the  murderers  or  assassins  of  last  night 

be  caught  put  them  in  double  irons  and  convey  them,  under  a  strong 

escort,  to  the  commander  of  the  navy -yard,  who  has  orders  to  receive 

them  and  to  confine  them  on  a  monitor  to  be  anchored  in  the  streauj. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  UALLBCK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  1).  G.,  Ajml  Jo,  18(15. 
Major-Gcneral  AUGUR: 

All  Government  vessels  with  freight,  but  no  passengers,  will  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  Washington  and  Alexandria. 

11.  W.  IIALLBGK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  IStaff. 

(Same  tu  Brigadier-General  llucker.) 


War  J)ErAiiTJMENT,  Adjiitant-Gknekal's  Oj-'ficjc, 

Wanhington,  A2)rU  lu,  iso'j. 

Maj.  Gen.  (J.  G.  AuGUi:, 

Commanding  .Dej)ar(meut  of  Washington,  Washington,  J).  C. : 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  guard,  to  consist  of  a  com- 
missioned oflicer  and  twenty  enlisted  men  (rank  and  file),  be  detailed 
for  duty  at  General  Halleck's  headquarters,  corner  Seventeenth  and  F 
streets.  The  officer  with  his  guard  will  be  ordered  to  report  c,o  Brig. 
Gen.  F.  T.  Dent,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  at  C  o'clock  this  evening. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  GIIALi'lN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Hkauquahteus  Department  of  Washington, 

April  15,  1865—1  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hancock, 

Commanding  Middle  Military  Division,  Winchester  : 
The  President,  Mr.  Lincoln,  was  assassinated  at  Ford's  Theater  last 
evening  and  is  now  dying.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Seward,  was 
also  stabbed  in  his  bed,  and  is  not  expected  to  recover.  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  send  my  cavalry  as  you  ordered,  as  1  wish  to  use  them  in  scour- 
ing the  country  for  the  assassins. 

0.  C.  AUGUK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADyUAltTERS   MiDULK   MILITARY  DIVISION, 

April  15,  ISlio. 
General  G.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Departmetd  of  Washington  : 
General  Stevenson  reports  that  his  scouts  from  Loudoun  report  that 
Mosby  is  at  Leesburg  to-day  with  quite  a  force,  and  that  a  great  many 
stragglers  are  joining  him.    Only  a  few  of  his  men  have  given  them- 
selves up. 

ItesjiectfuUy, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  die. 


PiscATAWAV,  A2)ril  15,  1805. 
Capt.  E.  Chandler, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  in  this  place  at  7  u.  m., 
and  at  once  sent  a  man  to  Chapel  Hill  to  notify  the  cavalry  at  that 
point  of  the  murder  of  the  President,  with  description  of  the  parties 
who  committed  the  deed.  With  the  arrangements  which  have  been 
made  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  get  across  the  river  in  this  direction. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  DANA, 
First  IJc%it<iu(nt  and  Frorost-Marshal,  Third  Brigade. 

[Firut  inilfirsoinuiit.  *] 

1  have  reliable  information  that  the  person  who  murdered  Secretary 
Seward  is  Boyce  or  Boyd,  the  man  who  killed  Captain  Watkins  in 
Maryland.     I  think  it  without  doubt  true. 

1).  J).  ]>ANA. 

[Sccoiiil  iixlorHciiiciii.J 

Lieutenant-Colonel  King: 

Captain  McGowan  knows  all  about  this  Boyce  or  Boyd,  and  can  tell 
you  more  than  I  can  in  regard  to  him.  Lieutenant  Dana  is  still  on  the 
search  with  cavalry,  and  is  instructed  to  keep  on  until  he  flnds  some- 
body. 

K.  C[HANDLEK]. 


*  On  onvelopc. 
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Muddy  Buanch,  April  15, 1865. 

(Keceived  1.15  a.  m.) 
Lieut.  Ool.  J.  II.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistarit  Adjutant- General : 
I  have  sent  three  squadrons  on  as  many  difierent  roads.    The  coun- 
try will  be  thoroughly  scoured  before  luoniing.    Will  report  result. 
liespectfuUy, 

J.  L.  THOMPSOISr, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquautkks  Cavalry,  Upper  Potomac, 

Darnestown,  April  15, 1805. 
Lieut.  Ool.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  Washington: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  your  dispatch  was  received  last 
evening  at  11.30,  directing  search  to  be  made  for  assassins.  At  12 
o'clock  three  squadrons  were  on  the  different  roads.  One  squixdrou 
was  directed  to  search  the  country  between  the  telegraph  road  and  the 
river  as  far  down  as  Teuuallytown.  Another  moved  on  the  telegraph 
road,  with  instructions  to  scour  well  to  the  left,  and  the  third  took  the 
road  to  Barnesville  and  will  make  a  wide  circuit  toward  Frederick. 
Extreme  vigilance  lias  been  enjoined  on  the  whole  line  of  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  THOMPSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Navy  Department, 
Washington,  April  15,  1805. 
Commodore  J.  15.  MONTGOMERY,  Navy-  Yard,  Washington : 

If  the  military  authorities  arrest  the  murderer  of  the  President  and 
take  him  to  the  yard,  put  him  on  a  monitor  and  anchor  her  in  the 
stream,  with  strong  guard  on  vessel,  wharf,  and  in  yard.  Call  upon 
commandant  of  Marine  Corps  for  guard.  Have  vessel  immediately  i)re- 
l>aied  ready  to  receive  him  at  any  hour,  day  or  night,  with  necessary 
instructions.  He  Avill  be  heavily  ironed  and  so  guarded  as  to  lireveut 
escape  or  injury  to  himself. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Colonel  Zeilin,  Commandant  Marine  Corps: 

Have  extra  strong  and  careful  guard  ready  for  special  service,  if 
called  for  by  Commodore  Montgomery. 

G.  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Saint  Inigoes,  April  15, 1865. 
Commander  F.  A,  Parker,  U.  S.  Steamer  Don,  YorMoton  ; 

President  Lincoln  was  assassinated  last  night.  The  assassinators 
are  expected  to  escape  down  the  Potomac.  Please  return.  I  am  on 
board  the  guard  vessel. 

S.  NICKEESON, 
Acting  Volunteer  Master, 
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Washington,  D.  C,  April  15, 1865—2.15  a.  m. 

Brevet  MajorGeneral  Barnes, 

Point  Lookout,  Md. : 
Stop  all  vessels  going  down  the  river  and  hold  all  persons  on  them 
till  further  orders.    An  attempt  has  been  made  tonight  to  assassinate 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  State.    Hold  all  persons  leaving  Wash- 
ington. 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 
Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Point  Lookout,  April  15,  ims. 

(Keceived  11.20  a.  m.) 
MajorGeneral  Halleck: 

Your  dispatch  was  received  and  communicated  at  once  -to  the  gun- 
boats, and  the  river  and  bay  are  closely  watched.  The  District  of 
Saint  Mary's  is  being  thoroughly  patrolled  by  mounted  men. 

JAS.  BARNES, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  15, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Barnes, 

Commanding  at  Point  Lookout: 
The  President  of  the  United  States  has  been  assassinated.    Arrest 
every  person  found  moving  within  your  district  who  cannot  account 
for  himself. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Augur: 
^  J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Point  Lookout,  April  15, 1865. 

(Received  8.15  a.  m.) 
Major-General  AUGUR: 

The  following  dispatch  is  just  received  from  the  scouting  party  in  the 
district - 

I  sent  Lieutenant  Davis  with  scouting  party  to-day  and  ascertained  that  a  party 
of  well-armed  rebel  soldiers  were  seeo  on  Wednesday  evening,  12t.h  instant,  between 
Newport  and  Crookshanks'  Store,  eighteen  miles  from  Leouardtown,  twenty-seven 
privates  and  three  officers.  The  only  definite  information  is  that  they  started  in  the 
direction  of  the  Patnxent  River.  The  supposition  is  that  they  have  a  design  to  cap- 
ture a  CheHapeake  Bay  steamer.  Theib  is  no  doubt  but  that  there  are  armed  bands 
in  the  district.  I  will  be  on  the  alert  and  do  all  I  can  with  the  forces  at  my  dis- 
posal.   Captain  Buckley  left  with  an  escort  in  the  direction  of  the  Government 

farms. 

S.  G.  WILLAUER, 
Captain,  Commanding, 

J.  BARNES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Point  Lookout,  April  15, 1865. 

(Eeceived  11.40  a.  m.) 
Col.  J.  H.  Taylok: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  The  district  is  being  thoroughly  patrolled 
as  ordered.  We  have  about  22,000  prisoners,  and  under  present  circum- 
stances 1  should  have  more  troops  here. 

J.  BARNES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  April  15, 1865—12.35  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Slough,  Alexandria : 

Use  your  cavalry  to  the  best  advantage  you  can  to  carry  out  your 
orders. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major -General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  15, 1865 — i  a.  m. 
General  Slough,  Military  Governor : 

The  murderer  of  the  President  is  undoubtedly  J.  Wilkes  Booth,  the 
actor.  The  other  party  is  a  smooth-faced  man,  quite  stout.  You  had 
better  have  a  squad  of  cavalry  sent  down  toward  the  Occoquan  to 
intercept  anything  crossing  the  river.  The  fishermen  along  the  river 
should  be  notified  and  kept  on  the  lookout. 

O.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major- General. 


Alexandria,  April  15, 1865—5  a.  m. 

(Received  5.20  a.  m.) 
Major-General  Augur: 

General  :  All  of  the  orders  received  during  the  night  from  you  have 
been  obeyed,  except  the  sending  of  cavalry  toward  the  Occoquan,  which 
will  be  done  as  soon  as  a  sufiHcient  number  cau  be  assembled.  The 
river  and  shore  from  Alexandria  to  Washington  are  abundantly  pa- 
trolled, and  all  are  active  and  vigilant.  A  tug-boat  will  start  soon  to 
notify  the  fisheries. 
Respectfully, 

JNO.  P.  SLOUGH, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Alexandria,  April  15, 1865. 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General  :  Is  your  order  of  12.05  a.  m.  to  me,  to  see  that  no  one 
leaves  the  city  until  further  orders,  to  be  construed  strictly?    Is  it 
intended  to  prevent  persons  from  going  to  Washington  by  the  ferry- 
boat, or  well  known  persons  elsewhere? 
Respectfully, 

JNO.  P.  SLOUGH, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

April  15, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen,  John  P.  Slough, 

Military  Governor  of  Alexandria : 
General:  The  restrictions  upon  persons  passing  the  limits  of  Alex- 
andria does  not  include  those  belonging  to  the  service,  either  as  officers, 
enlisted  men;  or  employes  of  the  ditterent  departments. 
Very  respectttiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR. 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 

April  15, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Slough, 

Military  Governor  of  Alexandria  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  restrictions  upon 
travel  by  rail  between  this  city  and  Alexandria  and  between  Alex- 
andria and  Fairfax  Station  be  removed.    You  will,  of  course,  satisfy 
yourself  that  no  suspicious  persons  are  allowed  to  pass. 
KespectfuUy, 

A.  E.  KING, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  15, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Slough, 

Alexandria : 

It  is  possible  the  parties  have  crossed  the  river.    Patrol  the  river. 
Intercept  all  boats  and  vessels.    Allow  no  one  to  pass  down  the  river 
unless  well  known.    Notify  captain  of  the  guard-ship  at  Alexandria. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Aiigur : 

J.  H.  TAYLOK, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Alexandria,  April  15, 1865. 

(Received  8.10  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  cavalry  along  the  river  toward  Occoquan,  and 
have  notified  the  fishermen  and  home  guards  to  arrest  any  one  not 
known  to  them  found  in  their  neighborhood.  The  pickets  report  all 
quiet  to-day. 

H.  H.  WELLS, 
Colonel  and  Provost-MarshaUGeneral. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

April  15,  1865 — 1  a.  m. 
General  Gamble, 

Commanding  at  Fairfax  Gourt-House : 
The  President,  Mr.  Lincoln,  was  shot  at  Ford's  Theater  last  night, 
and  is  now  dying.  Mr.  Seward  was  stabbed  in  bed  and  is  not  expected 
to  recover.  The  expedition  for  to-morrow  will  have  to  be  abandoned, 
as  I  wish  you  at  daylight  to  take  your  cavalry  and  scatter  it  along  the 
river  toward  Leesburg  to  arrest  and  send  in  all  suspicious  persons; 
also  along  your  whole  line  between  it  and  Washington. 

C.  C.  AUGUE, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  15,  1865. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  Gamble, 

Fairfax  Gourt-House: 

The  movement  is  suspended  by  order  of  Major-General  Hancock. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Augur : 

A.  R.  SEW  ALL, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Fairfax  Oourt-House,  April  15, 1865 — 7  p.  m. 

(Received  7.50  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Taylor  : 

Colonel:  Reports  from  the  several  posts  on  the  line  state  all  quiet. 
I  sent  out  a  scout  of  100  men  under  Captain  Corbit,  Eighth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  last  night  to  Warrenton,  which  has  just  returned  all  safe,  cap- 
turing General  Payne,  Lieutenant  Digges,  aide-de-camp,  and  three  rebel 
cavalrymen.  These  prisoners  will  be  forwarded  under  guard  to  your 
headquarters  by  railway  to-morrow.  I  have  to  report  that  General 
Slough  has  stopped  all  trains  to  Fairfax  Station  to-day,  consequently 
no  mail  matter  or  dispatches  have  been  received  since  yesterday.  If 
this  is  continued  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  communicate  with  your  . 
headquarters  daily  by  a  cavalry  escort.  Please  inform  me.  Eight 
hundred  cavalrymen  started  early  this  morning,  under  Colonels  Sweit- 
zer  and  Clendenin,  to  execute  the  last  order  received  by  telegram  at 
3.30  a.  m.,  to  arrest  suspicious  persons. 

W.  GAMBLE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  15,  1865. 
General  Gamble, 

Fairfax  Gourt-House : 
You  have  been  ordered  to  patrol  all  the  country  between  your  head- 
quarters and  Washington.    All  persons  arrested  must  be  held  subject 
to  orders  from  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Augur : 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquaktebs  Department  of  Washington, 

Twenty-second  Akmy  Corps, 

April  15,  1865. 
Major  Waite, 

Fairfax  Station : 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to  assassinate  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  State.  Order  General  Gamble  to  allow  no  one  to  pass  his  lines.  To 
arrest  every  one  who  attempts.  To  cover  the  country  with  patrols 
between  Fairfax  and  the  river.  No  one  arrested  to  be  released  until 
further  orders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Augur: 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  De  Russy's  Division, 

April  15,  1865 — 5  a.  m. 
Col.  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Colonel  :  The  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  received  at  12.30 
a.  m.  this  day,  requiring  that  "  the  garrisons  should  be  put  under  arms, 
and  that  no  one  should  be  permitted  to  pass  into  Virginia,"  has  been 
carried  out,  and  those  instructions  will  remain  in  force  until  otherwise 
ordered  from  department  headquarters. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A,  DE  RUSSY, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding^ 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  April  15,  1865 — IH.^O  a.  m. 

Agent  Military  Railroad,  Alexandria: 

It  is  reported  that  the  assassin  of  the  President  has  gone  out  hence 
to  Alexandria,  thence  on  train  to  Fairfax.     Stop  all  trains  in  that 
direction.    Apply  to  military  commander  at  Alexandria  for  guard  to 
arrest  all  persons  on  train  or  on  the  road  not  known. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Baltimore,  April  15, 1865. 
B.  B.  Hough, 

Saint  Inigoes  : 
The  President  murdered ;  Mr.  Seward  and  son  nearly  so.  One  of  the 
murderers,  J.  Wilkes  Booth,  actor,  ])layed  at  Holliday  Street  a  year  ago. 
Twenty-five  years  old,  five  feet  eight  inches  high,  dark  hair  and  mus- 
tache. He  took  the  direction  from  Washington  toward  Saint  Mary's 
and  Calvert  Counties.    Use  all  efforts  to  secure  him. 

J.  L.  McPHAIL, 
Provost- MarsJial-  General. 
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Winchester,  April  15, 1865. 
General  DwiGHT, 

Stephenson^s  : 
The  order  for  the  movement  of  troops  to-night  is  suspended. 

0.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Hbadquakteks  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  15,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  TORBEET, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  detachment 
of  cavalry  to  Strasburg,  so  as  to  arrive  there  at  an  early  hour  on  Mon- 
day morning,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  surrender  of  a  part  of  the 
Twenty-third  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  such  other  men  as  may  avail  them- 
selves of  a  parole. 

•  •••*** 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

April  15,  1865. 
Maj.  T.  W.  LUSK, 

Charlestown,  Va.  : 
Mosby's  men  can  surrender  on  the  same  terms  as  Lee's  men  and  go 
to  their  homes.    It  is  only  necessary  that  they  deliver  up  their  arms 
and  horses  and  take  a  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  again  unless  regu- 
larly exchanged. 

«  4>  •  •  *  *  • 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


Harper's  Ferry,  April  15, 1865. 
General  Morgan, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Mosby  -was  at  Leesburg  yesterday.  Is  still  there  to-day.  Has  his 
own  command  and  part  of  White's  battalion  with  him.  Is  trying  to 
induce  all  stragglers  to  join  his  command.  There  are  large  numbers 
of  his  command  at  Leesburg  and  adjoining  county,  and  coming  in 
every  day — some  of  them  paroled,  many  of  them  not.  A  scout  sent 
into  Loudoun  yesterday  returned  to-day  with  three  prisoners,  one  of 
them  of  Mobberly's  gang.  I  think  I  shall  seciire  this  evening  the 
three  remaining  members  of  the  Mobberly  band. 

J.  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


